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FORTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THB 


Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 

Minded  Children. 


To  the  Legislaimre  of  the  State  of  New  York : 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  establishiDg  this  isstitu- 
iion,  the  undersigned  managers  respectfully  sabniit*this  their  forty- 
eighth  annual  report : 

RESOtJRCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1897 $2,165  76 

Receipts  from  State  appropriation  during  fiscal  year,  79  j  100  00 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils 9, 941  00 

Receipts  from  pay  cases,  board,  instruction  and  cloth- 
ing      2,703  49 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 62  65 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 520  00 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 23  40 

Receipts  from  nurses  services 44  40 
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BeceiptB  from  cash  refunded $18  20 

Beceipts  from  overdraft  at  bank 197  5T 

Total $94,766  4T 


CLASSIFIED  SUMMARY  OF  EXPENDITURES. 

On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children  for  the  year  ending  September  80, 1 S98  : 

Salaries  of  officers  and  teachers $12,660  12 

Wages  and  labor -: ,  20,998  Ifr 

Expense  of  officers  and  managers 233  63^ 

Provisions 24,796  61 

Household  stores 5,053  95- 

Clothing 8,855  4^ 

Fuel-and  lights 9,381  15 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 1 ,367  94 

Shop,  farm  and  garden 5,617  22 

Ordinary  repairs 1 ,578  92 

Transportation  of  pupils 78  49 

Miscellaneous 4, 154  IT 

Total $94,766  47 


From  an  examination  of  the  books  of  the  institution,  we  are  abl& 
to  report  that  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1898,  there  were 
outstanding  indebtedness  and  cash  assets  in  the  following  amounts : 

OUTSTANDING  INDEBTEDNESS  OCTOBER  1,  1898. 
Overdraft  on  bank $197  57 

ASSETS,  SEPTEMBER  30, 1898. 

Due  from  individuals  for    board,    instruction    and 

clothing $1 ,082  50 

Due  from  counties  for  clothing 1, 117  00- 

Due  from  sale  of  shop  products 6  95 

Due  from  sale  of  farm  products 50  00 

Total  assets $2,256  4& 
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The  foregoing  statements  show  the  year's  financial  receipts  and  their 
several  sonrces  and  the  purposes  of  the  expenditures  in  a  classified 
summary  under  twelve  heads  as  required  in  the  monthly  estimates 
made  to  the  State  Comptroller.  The  receipts  shown  are  practically  the 
same  in  amount  from  all  sources  as  for  the  year  previous,  except  for 
clothing,  which  is  a  little  over  $1,000  more.  The  expenditures  show 
an  increased  cost  of  maintenance  for  the  year  of  over  $4,000.  By 
comparison  this  increase  in  cost  is  found  to  be  for  the  three  items, 
provisions,  household  stores  and  clothing.  While  the  prices  of 
nearly  all  provisions  were  higher  throughout  the  year,  those  for  the 
two  essential  articles  of  consumption,  flour  and  potatoes,  were 
materially  so,  and  to  them  the  aggregate  increase  in  expenditures 
was  chiefly  due.  A.  large  acreage  of  potatoes  is  always  planted  on 
the  Fairmount  farm  property,  and  with  a  good  crop  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  all  the  needs  of  the  institution,  but  for  both  years  1897 
and  1898  the  yield  was  only  about  one  third  of  that  expected. 
Largely  as  a  result  of  the  increased  expenditures  for  provisions,  and 
for  whifh  over  $1,000  was  for  potatoes  alone,  the  average  weekly 
cost  of  maintenance  for  the  year,  $3.22,  was  in  excess  by  12  cents 
over  that  for  3  897,  five-sixths  of  which  amount,  or  ten  cents  per 
week,  is  entirely  due  to  the  increased  cost  of  provisions. 

The  amount  available  by  appropriation  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  institution  for  the  year  1899  is  $84,500.  This  sum  is  believed 
to  be  ample  for  the  purpose.  Based  upon  the  total  expenditures  of 
recent  years,  it  is  estimated  that  about  $2,000  of  the  sum  appro- 
priated for  this  year's  maintenance  will  be  unexpended.  If  this 
calculation  proves  correct,  an  appropriation  of  only  $81,000  for  the 
year  1900  should  be  sufficient,  and  that  amount  from  the  incoming 
legislature  will  accordingly  be  requested. 

The  unfinished  work  authorized  by  chapter  960,  Laws  of  1896^ 
for  electric  lighting  equipment,  and  that  by  chapter  790,  Laws  of 
1897,  for  building  a  stone  wall  fence  on  Delaware  street  and  Grand 
avenue  and  for  constructing  an  underground  tunnel  or  conduit  for 
the  steam  and  other  pipes  from  the  boiler  house  to  the  hospital  was 
all  completed  during  the  past  year.  As  was  stated. in  our  report 
for  1897,  the  plan  for  the  electric  lighting  of  the  buildings  was  con- 
structed in  order  to  receive  the  light  from  the  Syracuse  Electric 
Light  Company.     The  year's  service  of  obtaining  light  in  thia 
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manDer  was  only  intended  as  an  experiment,  and  has  proved 
entirely  satisfactory,  the  actual  cost  for  the  year  being  about  one 
hundred  dollars  less  than  for  gas  the  year  previous.  This  showing, 
made  when  the  charge  for  gas  was  only  one  dollar  per  1,000  cubic 
feet,  has  been  so  favorable  and  we  are  so  well  pleased  with  the 
present  method  and  arrangements  for  lighting  the  buildings  that  we 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  ask  an  appropriation  to  establish  and  main- 
tain our  own  plant,  as  was  thought  would  probably  be  the 
alternative. 

By  chapter  t)06.  Laws  of  1896,  an  appropriation  of  $1,000  was 
granted  for  new  floors  and  steel  ceilings  in  various  parts  of  the 
buildings,  and  one  of  $1,400  for  constructing  an  underground 
tunnel  for  steam  and  other  pipes  between  the  boys'  building  and 
stable.  The  latter  amount  has  been  entirely  expended  and  the  work 
was  satisfactorily  completed  during  the  summer  months  when  no 
steam  was  required.  With  the  completion  of  this  tunnel  and  that 
of  the  one  to  tlie  hospital  building  above  mentioned  all  underground 
steam  pipes  upon  the  premises,  except  the  line  running  between  the 
main  building  and  the  superintendent's  residence  are  now  made 
readily  accessible  for  repairs  in  case  of  leaks  or  breaks. 

As  only  a  portion  of  the  amount  authorized  for  "  new  floors  and 
steel  ceilings,"  has  at  this  writing  been  expended,  a  report  covering 
the  item  in  full  will  be  reserved  until  next  year.  A  full  statement 
of  the  sums  expended  during  the  year  for  work  done  under  special 
appropriations  will  be  found  on  another  page  in  the  report  of  the 
treasurer. 

A  special  appropriation  of  $2,500  will  be  requested  of  the  legis- 
lature of  1899  for  repairs,  alterations,  additions,  plumbing  and  heat- 
ing the  building  known  as  the  farmhouse.  This  house  was  moved 
from  the  street  below  upon  these  premises  thirty-five  years  ago  and 
has  since  been  constantly  occupied  by  the  carpenter  and  his  wife, 
who  have  acted  in  the  capacity  of  supervisors  over  a  class  of  seven- 
teen large  boys  domiciled  therein.  It  is  proposed  to  raise  the  build- 
ing about  two  feet,  excavate  ^and ;  build  walls  under  it,  replace 
the  old  sills,. which  are  in  a  bad  state  of  deeay,  lay  new  floors  and 
make  alterations  where  needed  and  build  on  a  small  addition.  This 
house  is  without  plumbing  and  has  been  heated  by  stoves.  It  is 
further  proposed  to  provide  it  with  a  washroom,  bathroom  and 
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water-cloeets  and  arrange  to  heat  it  either  by  furnace  or  steam. 
Special  appropriations  maj  be  requested  for  one  or  two  other  mat- 
ters now  under  consideration,  but  for  which  estimates  have  not  yet 
been  fully  determined.  The  total  amount  contemplated  will  in  any 
event  be  less  than  $10,000.  The  managers  feel  that  as  many  build- 
ings as  should  be  are  already  located  upon  the  grounds  here  in 
Syracuse.  In  establishing  public  institutions  it  is  generally  con- 
ceded that  one  acre  of  land  should  be  provided  for  each  inmate. 
The  institution  premises  comprise  sixty-iive  acres  and  the  present 
capacity  of  the  buildings  is  over  500  or  about  eight  inmates  per 
acre,  a -number  considerably  in  excess  of  that  commonly  advised. 
For  this  reason  we  believe  that  the  future  necessities  of  extending 
accommodation  for  the  feeble-minded  in  this  State  should  be  under- 
taken elsewhere.  If  this  institution  could  be  promptly  relieved  of 
its  inmates  when  they  prove  unteachable  or  pass  the  school  age,  its 
present  capacity  would  fairly  meet  the  demands  upon  it  for  the 
young  and  teachable  feeble-minded  of  the  State  for  several  years  to 
come.  As  a  rule  the  training  here  given  to  children  is  helpful,  to 
their  benefit  and  welfare,  to  that  of  society  if  returned  to. their 
friends,  or  to  other  institutions  at  Newark  or  Home  if  transferred  to 
them.  A  policy,  therefore,  which  places  such  children  as  are  gath- 
ered together  here  under  safe  guardianship  and  affords  them  a  kind 
and  degree  of  training  and  education  to  the  extent  of  their  capabili- 
ties during  their  impressionable  years  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  wise 
one  to  pursue,  and  should  as  it  merits  continue  to  receive  a  full 
measure  of  encouragement  from  public  officials  and  the  support  of 
the  legislature. 

Embraced  under  the  cover  of  this  report  will  be  found  the  reports 
of  the  treasurer  and  superintendent.  In  connection  with  the  report 
of  the  latter,  at  our  request  and  by  special  resolution  of  the  man- 
agers made  a  part  of  the  annual  report  of  the  superintendent,  will 
be  found  a  report  read  by  him  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
*'The  prevention  of  feeble-minded ness  from  a  moral  and  legal  stand- 
point," at  the  meeting  of  the  National  Conference  of  Charities  and 
Correction,  held  in  New  York  city  last  May ;  also,  as  an  appendix 
to  this  report  will  be  found  a  paper  upon  the  same  subject  and  read 
at  the  same  meeting  by  Geo.  H.  Enight,  M.  A.,  M.  U.,  superinten- 
dent of  the  Institution  for  the  Feeble-Minded  at  Lakeville,  Conn. 
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These  papers  read  upon  that  occasion  were,  in  our  estimation,  ex- 
ceedingly interesting  and  instructive.  Although  their  publication 
will  appear  in  the  Annual  Proceedings  of  the  National  Conference, 
we  believe  their  further  circulation  desirable,  particularly  in  this 
State,  and  we  have  therefore  specially  requested  their  incorporation 
in  this  report.  Under  another  cover  and  supplemental  to  the 
report  of  the  superintendent  is  also  submitted  a  most  interesting 
and  valuable  contribution  to  the  study  of  anthropology  by  Dr.  Ales 
Hrdlicka,  associate  in  anthropology  of  the  Pathological  Institute  of 
he  State  Hospitals  for  the  Insane,  upon  a  series  of  investigations 
conducted  at  this  institution  in  the  year  1 897. 

F.  D.  HUNTINGTON, 

Perma/nerU  Chairman. 

A.  W.  PALMER. 
J.  W.  YALE. 
LEWIS  F.  WEAVER. 
W.  W.  CHENEY. 
ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer. 


Alfred  Wilkinson,  treasarer  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for 
Feeble- Minded  Children,  in  current  account  with  the  State  of  New 

York,  for  cash  received  and  expended  for  the  general  supplies  and 

salaries  and  wages  of  officers,  teachers,  attendants  and  employes  of 
said  institution,  etc.,  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1898 : 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank,  October  1, 1897 $2jl55  76 

State  appropriation  for  maintenance . .  79  j  100  00 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils 9)941  00 

Receipts    from    pay    cases,  board,    instruction    and 

clothing 2,703  49 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 62  65 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 520  00 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 23  40 

Receipts  from  nurse's  services 44  40 

Receipts  from  cash  refunded 1 8  20 

Receipts  from  overdraft  at  bank 197  57 

Total $94,766  47 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Warrants    of    executive    committee    for    month  of 

October,  1897 $7,464  50 

Warrants    of    executive    committee    for    month  of 

November,  1897 8,359  80 

Warrants    of    executive   committee    for  month    of 

December,  1897 9,285  88 

Warrants    of    executive    committee    for   month    of 

January,  1898 7,664  49 
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Warrants    of    executive    comniittee   for    month    of 

February,  1898 $8,159  02 

Warrants    of   executive   committee    for   month    of 

March,  1898 7,938  43 

Warrants    of    executive    committee  for    month    of 

April,  1898 7,619  06 

Warrants    of    executive    committee    for    month  of 

May,  1898 8,541  83 

Warrants    of    executive    committee  for    month    of 

June,  1898 7,083  62 

Warrants    of    executive    committee    for    month   of 

July,  1898 7,707  77 

Warrants    of    executive    committee    for    mouth   of 

August,  1898 7,731  75 

Warrants    of    executive    committee    for    month    of 

September,  1898 7,210  32 

Total $94,766  47 
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There  was  received  and  expended  under  special  appropriations, 
chapter  950,  Laws  of  1896;  chapter  790,  Laws  of  1897,  and  chapter 
606,  Laws  of  1898,  as  follows : 

Appropriation  for  new  floors  and  steel  ceilings, 
chapter  606,  Laws  of  1898,  cash  received  from 
Comptroller  August  30,  1898 $686  80 

Voucher  paid  aggregating 686  80 

Appropriation  for  electric  lighting,  chapter  950, 
Laws  of  1896,  cash  received  from  Comptroller, 
October  23,  December  8,  December  31,  1897,  and 
January  26,  1898 $3,369  55 

Vouchers  paid  aggregating  3,369  55 

Appropriation  for  conduit  and  pipe  covering,  chapter 
790,  Laws  of  1897,  cash  received  from  Comptroller, 

July  13,  August  3,  and  August  30,  1898 ,. . .  $1 ,096  66 

Voucher  paid  aggregating 1 ,  096  56 


No.  12.]  13 

Appropriation  for  stone-wall  fence,  chapter  790,  Laws 
of  1897,  cash  received  from  Comptroller,  October  6 

and  November  17, 1897 $2,000  00 

Voucher  paid  aggregating 2  j  000  00 


^ 


Appropriation  for  nndergronnd  tunnel  for  pipes, 
chapter  606,  Laws  of    1898,  cash  received  from 

Comptroller,  July  19  and  August  8, 1898 $1 ,358  47 

Vouchers  paid  aggregating 1 ,  358  47 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  September  30, 1898. 

New  floors  and  steel  ceilings,  chapter  606,  Laws  of  1898,  $686  80 

Electric  lighting  plant,  chapter  950,  Laws  of  1896. . .  3,369  55 
Conduit  and  steam  pipe  covering,  chapter  790,  Laws 

of  1897 1>096  56 

Stone-wall  fence,  chapter  790,  Laws  of  1897 2 ,000  00 

Underground  tunnel,  chapter  606,  Laws  of  1898  ....  1 ,358  47 

Total $8,511  38 


Report  of  the  Superintendent, 


To  the  Momagers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children: 

Oentlemen. — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  and 
your  board,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  annual  report, 
exhibiting  statistics  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
September  30, 1898 : 

MOVEMENT  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

Boys.       Girls.       Total. 

Present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  ..*......  .  256      266  612 

Absent  on  vacation 9        12  21 

Since  admitted 28        28  56 

Readmitted 12  8 

Total  for  the  year 294      298      692 

Discharged 83        12  46 

Died 16  7 

Present  at  the  close  of  year 244      265  609 

Absent  on  vacation 16        15  81 

Total  on  the  rolls 26d      280  640 

Average  daily  attendance 253      268  511 

Total  number  of  weeks'   board    furnished    to    the 
pupils 26j665 

Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils 

including  all  expenses,  except  clothing $85  9  910  99 

Cost  of  clothing 8,865  48 

Total  cost $94,7t)6  47 
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Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instrnction 

of  pupils    $3  22 

Average  weekly  cost,  inclnding  clothing 8  55 

The  following  are  the  canseB  of  death  of  those  who  died  during 
the  year : 

Phthisis  pulmonalis  3 

Bright's  disease 1 

Pericarditis 1 

Heart  disease 1 

Debility  of  age 1 

Total  deaths 7 


HOSPITAL  RECORD  OF  DISEASES  TREATED. 

Abscess 11 

Anaemia 7 

Bronchitis,  acute 2 

Bum 1 

Carbuncle , 1 

Conjunctivitis 10 

Cholera  morbus 4 

Coryza   4 

Chorea,  acute 2 

Debility 8 

Diarrhoea 2 

Diphtheria 46 

Dislocation " 1 

Eczema .... 3 

Epilepsy 6 

Erythema,  nodosum 1 

Fever,  ephemeral 3 

Fractures 2 

Furuncle 6 

Oastritis 2 

Heart  disease • . .  .• 1 

Haematoma  1 

Influenza 1 
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IngrowiDg  toenail 1 

Lithaemia 1 

Mumps 6 

Neuralgia 1 

Otitis  media 1 

Otorrhoea 7 

Phthisis  pulmoualis 2 

Paronychia S 

Pericarditis   1 

Bingworm 7 

Eachitis 1 

Bheumatism 2 

Bhus  poisoning 2 

Sprains 6 

Stomatitis 1 

Tonsillitis '. 7 

Tuberculous  knee 1 

Tumor  of  thigh » 1 

Typhoid  fever 2 

Ulcers 2 

Varicella 6 

Whooping  cough 82 

Wounds 8 


SUEGIOAL  OPERATIONS. 

Bemoval  of  tonsils 10 

Bemoval  of  adenoids 2 

Teeth  extracted  .' 120 

The  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pupils  by  counties 
for  the  year : 

Bflmaniog  rn.        Bemaiiiiii|r 

September   Admitted,    divined.   S^te°^^>^ 


Albany  . . . . 
Allegany  . . . 

Broome 

Cattaraugus 

Cayuga 

Chautuaqua 


16  .. 

•    •    e    • 

1 

14 

4  .. 

4 

8 

1  .. 

•  •  •  • 

9 

•6 

1  .. 

7 

8   .. 

8 

9   .. 

•    •    •    •          *    e 

•  •  •  • 

9 
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Remaining 

September    Admitted. 
80,1897. 


Gheinung 

Chenango 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Cortland 

Delaware 

Dntche»8 

Erie 

Essex 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Genesee 

Greene 

Herkimer 

Jefferson 

Kings 

Lewis 

Livingston 

Madison 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

New  York 

Niagara 

Oneida 

Onondaga 

Ontario * . 

Orange    . .    . .  • 

Orleans 

Oswego 

Otsego 

Queens 

Rensselaer 

Richmond    

Rockland 

St.  Lawrence  ...    

Saratoga , 
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20  

1 

M        •   •   «   •   •      •   • 

•   •   •   ■ 

4     1  .. 

•   ■   ■   • 

9  

1 

2 ;. 

2     1 

1 

K 

40   •  0 

1 

• 

2 

4  

2 

2  

• 

5  

3 

•   •   «   • 

3     1  .. 

•   •   •   • 

4     1 

1 

44     5 

7 

5     1  .. 

•   •  •  • 

1     2  ., 

•  •   •  • 

10     1  .. 

28    .  2 

6 

7     1  ., 

•   •   •   • 

57     12 

13 

Q 

26     1 

1 

33     4 

3 

7     1  . 

6  

1 

1     1  . 

9  

2 

8     1 

1 

7  

2 

18     1 

1 

3 

1  

5     1 

1 

5     1  . 

19 
2 
5 
8 
2 
2 
5 
■  48 
2 
2 
2 
5 
3 
4 
4 

42 
6 
3 

11 

24 
8 

56 
9 

26 

84 
8 
5 
2 

.  7 
8 
5 

18 
:j 
1 
5 
6 


Schenectady 
Schoharie  . . , 
Schuyler  . . . , 

Seneca 

Steuben 

Suffolk 

Sullivan .... 

Tioga 

Tompkins  . . 

Ulster 

Warren  . .  .• . 
Washington 

Wayne 

Westchester  , 
WyDming    . 

Yates    

Other  slates 

Totals 
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RemaiDJng'  >  i           Remainiug 

September  Admitted.    «ui*t' h     Septt-mber 

80, 1807.  charged.      ^  jggg 

2  1    3 

2   2 

2 .        2 

1  2   3 

..7117 
1  I   2 

8     1  7 

9   1  8 

11   2  9 

11    11 

3     3 

4   4 

6   6 

13  2             1           14 

3  2   5 

2 2 

1   1 


533 


59 


52 


540 


The  matron  presents  the  following  report  of  work  done  durii)g 

the  school  hours  by  the  sewing  classes,  one  t)f  boys  and  three  of 
girls,  and  by  the  classes  at  tailoring,  hosemaking  and  shoemaking: 

BOYS'  LIST. 

Shirts 77 

Neckties 4  lO 

Pillow  covers 34 

Handkerchiefs 508 

Names  oi  garments Q^ 

Towels  521 

Bedspreads 16 

Work  aprons 81 

Collars   128 

Sheets 56 

Bibs 672 
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Door  mats 22 

Puzzles  sawed 27 

Eollers 157 

Blankets  restitched 64 

Bean  bags 12 

Laundry  holders 18 

Basket  covers 24: 

Wash  cloths 41 

LIST  OF  BOYS'  TAILORING  CLASS. 

Suits 231 

Coats 90 

Trousers 351 

Overalls 134 

Blouses 10 

GIRLS'  LIST. 

Bibs 165 

Sheets 256 

Dresses • -  716 

Drawers  (pairs)   6 

Handkerthiefs 326 

Nightgowns 62 

Aprons 51 

Caps 30 

Underwaists 15 

Blankets  restitched b6 

Undergarments  restitched 285 

Napkins 11 

Bedspreads 18 

Skirts 61 

Table  covers 27 

Towels 407 

Wash   cloths 18 

Shirt  waists 29 


Besides  many  dresses  made  over  and  a  large  amount  of  crocheting, 
embroidery  and  other  fancy  work. 
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CLASS  AT  HOSEMAKING. 

Bojts*  hose  (pairs) : 821 

Girls'  hose  (pairs) 1  >0  0 


CLASS  AT  SHOEMAKING. 
Shoes  (new  pairs) 53 


And  all  the  repairing. 

LIST  OF  GIRLS'  BUILDING  KINDERGARTEN  CLASS. 

Bands 141 

Bureau  covers ; 3 

Bureau  covers  hemstitched 1 

Kindergarten  baskets,  chairs,  etc 58 

Bibs 7 

Dust  cloths 4 

Doily 1 

Laundry  holders 47 

Handkerchiefs 146 

Handkerchiefs  hemstitched 3 

Mats 4 

Pillow  covers 25 

Pillow  covers  hemstitched 5 

Sheet    1 

Sheets  hemstitched 4 


Tray  cloth 


1 


LIST  OF  CLASS  AT  GIRLS' BUILDING. 

Night  dresses 139 

Laundry  holders 202 

Aprons 179 

Drawers 147 

Bands 207 

Towels 212 

Chemises 3 

Dresses 118 

Napkins 236 

Pillow  covers 405 
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Underwaists 61 

Skirts , 115 

Sheets 398 

Shirtwaists 19 

Piano  cover 1 

Screen  covers "6 

Tray  cloths 2 

Handkerchiefs 762 

Names  on  garments 1  >  502 

Garter  (pairs) 149 

Blankets  hemmed 52 

New  sleeves,  extra  (pairs) .    139 

Dish  cloths 70 

Bibs 91 

Camisoles .' 6 

Wrappers  restitched 64 

Table  covers 16 

Table  cloths 12 

Dress  waists  . • 3 

Extra  button-holes / 3  ?  645 


And  a  verj  large  amount  of  mending. 

The  steward  reports  the  following  as  the  products  of  the  farm 
and  garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1898 : 

Apples,  bushels 43 

Asparagus,  bunches  4  >  581 

Beans,  butter,  bushels 246 

Beans,  lima,  bushels 59 

Beets,  green,  bushels 236 

Beets,  garden,  bushels '335 

Beets,  bunches 2>349 

Cabbage,  white,  heads 9»085 

Cabbage,  blue,  heads 598 

Cauliflower,  heads Ij2ll 

Currants,  red  ^nd  white,  quarts 1 ,120 

Corn,  sweet,  bushels 668 

Com,  fodder,  tons 42 

Cucumbers,  hothouse,  dozens 875 
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Cucumbers,  pickle 84>300 

Carrots,  bunches ....      - 377 

Carrots,  long  orange,  busliels 233 

Carrots,  white,  bushels 302 

Celery,  heads 3,938 

Cherries,  bushel 1 

Ensilage,  tons 300 

Eggplant,  dozen 49 

Eggs,  dozen 1  j398 

Graphs,  ton H 

Gooseberries,  quarts 96 

Horseradish,  bushels .' 6 

Hay,  tons 123 

Kohlrabi,  bushels 75 

Lettuce,  dozen  heads 1  >405 

Milk,  quarts 106,774 

Oats,  bushels 300 

Onions,  bushels 126 

Onions,  bunches 3 ,  172 

Parsley,  bunches 350 

Pears,  Vergaloo,  bushels 7 

Pears,  seckel,  bushels 22 

Peas,  bushels 234 

Potatoes,  bushels 1  ?  825 

Pumpkins,  dozens 39 

Peppers,  bushels 30 

Parsnips,  bushels 211 

Plums,  bushel 1 

Pieplant,  bunches 3 , 787 

Poilltry,  pounds 353 

Pork,  pounds 5,716 

Raspberries,  red,  quarts 93 

Easpberries,  black,  quarts 128 

Radishes,  bunches 3 ,  678 

Rye,  bushels ; . . . .  206 

Sage,  bunches 42 

Salsify,  bushels 102 

Spinach,  bushels  283 
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Squash,  summer,  bushels 236 

Squash,  winter,  tons 4^ 

Strawberries,  quarts 1 ,  587 

Straw,  tons 15 

Turnips,  early  stone,  bushels 100 

Turnips,  strapleaf ,  bushels 85 

Turnips,  sweet,  bushels 130 

Tomatoes,  bushels 336 

Wheat,  bushels 164 


The  number  of  applications  for  admission  received  and  placed  on 
file  during  the  year  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-four,  the  largest 
number  for  any  one  year  in  the  history  of  the  institution.  Of  the 
number  received  seventy  two  were  for  boys  and  fifty-two  for  girls, 
of  which  sixty  were  accepted,  thirty-eight  rejected,  and  twenty-six 
deferred  for  lack  of  accommodation.  The  by-laws  require  that 
children  shall  be  between  seven  and  fourteen  years  of  age  when 
admitted,  and  of  those  rejected  nineteen  were  over  and  five  under 
the  admissible  age.  Of  the  remainder  refused  admission  eleven 
were  confirmed  epileptics  and  three  were  helpless,  these  being  also 
ineligible  for  admission  under  the  by-laws,  and  owing  to  the  crowded 
condition  of  our  departments  and  in  accordance  with  your  resolu- 
tion upon  the  subject  the  by-laws  were  adhered  to  strictly. 

The  number  of  pupils  admitted  during  the  ^'car  was  fifty-nine,  of 
which  three  were  readmissions,  or  a  total  of  twenty-nine  boys  and 
thirty  girls.  The  number  discharged  was  forty -five*,  or  thirty-three 
boys  and  twelve  girls.  There  were  besides  six  girls  and  one  boy 
who  died,  making  in  all  a  total  of  fifty-two  discharges  and  an  in- 
crease of  seven  on  the  rolls  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Of  the  boys 
discharged,  four  were  removed  by  parents  and  eleven  by  county 
officials,  thirteen  weni  transferred  to  the  Rome  State  Asylum,  one 
was  transferred  to  the  Craig  Colony,  and  four  eloped.  Ot  the  girls, 
six  were  removed  by  parents,  three  by  county  ofticials  and  three 
were  transferred  to  the  Home  Asylum.  Of  the  four  boys  who 
eloped  two  fmmd  their  way  to  their  homes  and  the  others  had  no 
friends  and  have  so  far  succeeded  in  eluding  all  knowledge  of  their 
whereabouts. 
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The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year,  seven,  and  their  causes 
were  as  stated  on  a  preceding  pag:e.  The  average  age  of  those  who 
died  was  thirty-one  years.  With  a  daily  average  population  of  611 
the  percentage  of  mortality  was  less  than  .014,  being  the  smallest 
death  late  for  many  years.  That  the  average  age  of  those  who 
died  appears  so  high  is  owing  to  the  occurrence  of  three  deaths  of 
the  seven  among  the  oldest  inmates,  two  of  the  three  being  among 
the  first  pupils  admitted  to  the  institution,  one  in  December,  1851, 
one  in  May,  1852,  and  the  third  in  September,  1878.  The  one 
admitted  in  1851  was  the  one  known  as  "Willie"  and  described  at 
length  by  Dr.  Wilbur  in  the  second  annual  report,  as  follows : 

,  "Cases  Nob.  8  and  9, 

"Natty  and  Willie — boys  of  seven  and  eight  years  old,  taken 
from  what  is  called  the  idiot-house,  on  Randall's  Island,  an  island 
occupied  by  the  alms-house  department  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
for  the  residence  of  the  children  supported  at  the  city's  expense. 

"  There  were  no  applications  from  the  first  judicial  district  at  the 
opening  of  the  asylum,  and  I,  in  company  with  one  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  visited  the  island.  These  two  were  selected  on  account  of 
their  age.  Both  had  been  regarded  as  idiots  from  birth  ;  both  were 
partially  paralyzed;  both  entirely  dumb,  though  comprehending 
some  simple  commands,  and  the  names  of  a  few  familiar  objects. 
The  reridcht  physician  of  the  establishment,  who  was  absent  when 
I  made  the  selection,  thought  it  an  unfortunate  one,  as  he  feared  the 
pupils  in  question  would  never  do  any  credit  to  the  new  State 
charity.  They  made  their  appearance,  however,  on  the  14th  of 
December,  1851,  in  company  with  another  child  taken  from  a  cellar 
in  New  York  city. 

"  I  hurried  them  into  the  bathing  room,  to  be  washed,  and 
brushed,  and  combed,  and  aproned,  after  their  journey,  before  they 
should  be  seen  by  the  teacher,  for  I  feared  the  discouraging  in- 
fluence upon  my  new  assistants  of  seeing  these  poor  unfortunate 
children. 

"  But  they  soon  felt  the  genial  influence  of  our  special  system  of 
instruction  adapted  to  their  wants  and  deficiencies,  and  returned  a 
daily  recompense  for  the  care  and  labor  bestowed  upon  them,  in 
increasing  intelligence,  increasing  animation,  and  increasing  desire 
of  knowledge. 
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*^  We  commenced  at  first  by  teaching  tlie  names  of  objects  about 
the  room,  then  those  in  a  wider  circle.  One  of  the  first  lesvsons  was 
the  names  of  different  parts  of  a  door,  as  the  lock,  the  handle,  the 
bolt,  the  key  ;  then  the  command  to  open  and  shut  it.  After 
awhile  came  the  study  of  forms  and  colors,  and  size ;  then  lessons 
with  pictures.  They  were  taught  to  notice  the  differences  in  th^ 
forms  of  letters,  by  exercises  upon  a  letter-board.  Then  followed 
words  printed  on  card.^,  as  the  representatives  of  objects.  Sufiicient 
regard,  I  must  confess,  has  not  been  had  in  these  cases  to  the 
physical  training  or  to  exercises  in  articulation,  for  their  wondrously 
rapid  mental  development  has  engrossed  our  attention. 

"They  were  taught  to  spell  words  at  command,  by  pointing  out 

*  

the  letters  composing  them  on  an  alphabetical  card.  Then  came 
lessons  upon  the  outline  maps,  designed,  at  first,  namely  to  culti- 
vate the  power  of  attention  and  a  habit  of  rapid  thinking.  They 
learned  to  count,  and  also  i-oiim  of  the  simple  rel  itions  of  numbers. 

"  Finding  that  their  progress  in  articulation  did  not  keep  pace 
with  their  improveiDcnt  in  other  respect?,  we  were  compelled  to 
teach  them  the  deaf  nmte  alphabet.  During  all  this  course  of 
instruction  they  have  kept  nearly  side  by  side,  the  one  excelling  in 
one  branch  to  be  lett  a  little  in  the  rear  by  the  other  in  some  other 
study. 

"Nor  has  their  moral  education  been  neglected.  Willie  was 
described  as  very  irritable  by  tho^e  who  had  previously  had  him  in 
charge.  He  is  now  very  much  more  easily  governed.  Natty, 
amiable  and  affectionate  from  the  beginning,  is  now  still  more 
lovable  and  interesting,  because  his  countenance  is  now  more  radiant 
with  the  expression  of  the  kindly  feelings  that  animate  him,  and 
because  he  is  now  more  capable  of  expressing  his  affection. 

"They  can  now  spell  almost  any  word  of  one  syllable  with 
rapidity  with  their  hands.  They  can  speak  much  better;  can 
form  some  letters  and  words  upon  the  blackboard  ;  understand 
simple  relations  of  numbers,  and  are  familiar  with  three  of  our 
series  of  outline  maps. 

"  I  might  almost  say  that  from  the  very  outset  of  their  educational 
course,  I  have  myself  been  daily  astonished  by  the  rapidity  of  their 
progress,  and  their  facility  of  instruction." 
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This  boy,  although  sadly  afflicted  by  a  raoderate  degree  of  paraly- 
sis and  physical  infirmities,  which  gave  him  an  awkward,  unsteady 
gait  and  uncouth  appearance,  learned  to  talk  so  that  he  could  be 
understood  by  those  accustomed  to  his  manner  of  speech  and  to 
read  books  and  papers  understandingly.  lie  was  unable  to  work 
except  to  do  chores  and  errands,  which  be  always  did  cheerfully 
and  faithfully.  He  became  a  constant  reader  of  the  Bible,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church  in  this  city  and  a  regular, 
interested  and  devoted  attendant  at  all  of  the  services  in  that 
church.  His  conscientious  Christian  life  was  a  most  worthy  example 
to  those  better  endowed  and  won  many  friends  to  him  in  the  church, 
at  the  y.  M.  C.  A.  and  throughout  the  city.  ,  During  his  last  ilhiess 
these  friendships  were  well  attested  by  the  many  inquiries  about 
him  and  the  almost  daily  calls  he  received  ;  and  again  at  his  funeral 
services,  which  were  held  in  the  chapel  of  the  church,  a  large 
attendance  was  present,  of  whom  a  goodly  number  followed  his 
remains  to  their  final  resting  place  at  Oakwood. 

With  the  exception  of  an  epidemic  of  a  mild  diphtheria,  which 
began  in  the  month  of  October  and  prevailed  chiufiy  through  that 
month  and  November,  with  infrequent  cases  occurring  thereafter 
until  into  the  month  of  April,  the  health  of  the  institution  inmates 
and  employees  was  extraordinarily  good  throughout  the  year.  In  all, 
forty  six  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred,  one  case  or  more  appear- 
ing during  the  epidemic  in  each  of  the  different  buildings  upon 
the  premises  except  the  one  knwwn  as  the  farmhouse.  It  begnn 
almost  simultaneously  in  three  separate  departments  amont^  pupils 
who  had  not  at  all  been  associated  together.  The  cases  occurred 
as  follows:  October  14,  one  case  at  the  hospital  ;  October  15,  one 
ease  at  the  south  wing,  one  at  the  north  wing,  one  at  the  main 
building,  and  two  at  the  west  wing;  October  1<>,  one  at  the  west 
wing ;  October  20,  one  at  the  we.-t  wing,  and  two  at  the  main 
building;  October  24, one  at  the  main  building;  October  25,  three 
at  the  main  building,  one  at  the  boys'  building,  one  at  the  west  wing, 
and  one  at  the  south  wing;  October  2f>,  one  at  the  main  buihiing 
and  one  at  the  west  wing;  October  30,  one  at  the  main  building; 
October  31,  one  at  the  west  wing;  November  1,  one  at  the  north 
wing  and  two  at  the  main  building  ;  November  2,  one  at  the  main 
building;  November  3,  one  at  the   main   building  and  one  at  the 
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boys'  building;  November  4,  one  at  the  main  building  and  one  at 
the  north  wing  ;  November  6,  three  at  the  main  building;  Novem- 
ber 11,  one  at  the  boys'  building  J  November  12,  one  at  the  boys' 
building;  November  13,  one  at  the  south  wing;  November  14,  one 
at  the  main  building ;  November  18,  one  at  the  hospital ;  November 
20,  one  at  the  main  building  and  one  at  the  boys'  building ; 
November  21,  one  at  the  main  building;  November  29,  one 
at  the  boys'  building;  December  1,  one  at  the  main  building; 
February  3,  one  at  the  Fairmount  cottage ;  March  28,  one  at  the 
main  building;  April  10,  one  at  the  girls'  building;  April  13,  one 
at  the  main  building;  April  17,  one  at  the  superintendent's  resi- 
dence. Cultures  from  the  throats  in  these  cases  were  sent  in  nearly 
every  instance  to  the  city  bacteriologist,  who  almost  invariably 
reported  finding  the  diphtheria  bacillus  present.  In  each  case  upon 
discovery  antitoxin  was  promptly  administered,  and  in  but  few  of 
the  number  was  njore  than  a  single  dose  found  necessary.  But  few 
of  the  cases  were  considered  severe,  and  not  in  one  did  the  symptoms 
become  alarming.  All  recovered  without  sequelae  and  without 
unhappy  symptoms  from  the  use  of  the  antitoxin;  and  to  the 
prompt  administration  of  this  remedy  the  remarkal)]e  success  in 
treatment  waa  attributed.  The  cause  or  origin  of  the  disease  could 
not  even  be  conjectured.  Each  case  was  promptly  isolated  at  the 
hospital  as  soon  as  discovered,  and  from  the  scattered  manner  in 
which  cases  continue  to  appear  it  did  not  seem,  except  in  a  few 
possible  instances,  as  if  the  disease  developed  by  contagion. 

Besides  many  improvements  of  a  general  character  during  the 
year  to  the  buildings,  farm  and  grounds,  repairs  to  furniture,  agri- 
cultural implements,  fences,  etc.,  the  following  by  the  cai'penter 
and  his  assistants  are  worthy  of  mention  :  New  tloors  were  laid  in 
the  attic  of  the  main  building,  in  the  north  and  south  halls  of  the 
boys'  building  dormitory, in  the  farmhouse  dormitory  and  in  the  stable; 
about  six  thousand  square  feet  of  steel  ceiling  was  put  on  in  the 
superintendent's  office  and  in  the  matron's  rooms  and  dormitories  at 
the  girls'  building ;  six  gates  and  two  hayracks  were  made  for  the 
Fairmount  farm,  and  two  gates  and  several  benches  for  the  lawn 
and  children's  yard  on  the  Syracuse  grounds;  also  a  large  writing 
desk  for  the  steward's  office  and  a  number  of  window,  door  and  bed 
screens  and  picture  frames  for  vaiious  departments;  about  sixteen 
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hundred,  or  all  of  tlie  common  wood  chairs  in  the  buildings,  were 
scraped,  sand  papered,  repaired  and  revamished.  During  the 
winter  the  gardener  and  his  assistants  completed  the  grouting  in  the 
basement  of  the  south  wing.  The  basements  under  all  of  the 
buildings,  except  two  small  rooms  at  the  north  wing,  are  now  all 
grouted  and  covered  with  a  smooth  coat  of  cen)ent,  which  places 
them  in  a  condition  where  they  can  be  easily  kept  cleanly  and 
wholesome. 

Entertainments  were  given  to  the  pupils  on  twenty-seven  occa- 
sions during  the  year.  These  consisted  of  music  by  tht  orchestra 
and  dancing  on  twelve  occasions,  as  follows:  xSoveraber  29th, 
January  26th;  P'ebruary  1st,  8th  and  15th;  March  7th,  8th,  15th, 
22d  and  2yth,  and  April  12th  and  ll>th.  One  was  a  Thanksgiving 
party  arranged  l)y  the  teachers  and  selected  pupils ;  one  was  stereop- 
ticon  pictures  and  lecture  by  Miss  Irene  Sargent  of  Syracuse  on  Decem- 
ber 7th ;  one  was  a  Christmas  operetta  by  the  teachers  and  pupils; 
assisted  by  Miss  Olive  DeGoHa,  Miss  Eloise  Holden,  Miss  Helen 
Butler  and  Mr.  John  Stevens  of  Syracuse ;  one  was  amateur  theatri- 
cals, "  Pallo's  Luck,"  on  February  14th,  by  the  teachers,  assisted 
by  Mr.  Donald  Stacey  of  Syracuse ;  one  was  by  a  magician, 
Mr.  Frank  Ilurd,  on  January  6th  ;  one  was  magic  lantern  pictures 
on  January  18th;  one  was  patriotic  exercises  on  Washington's  birth- 
day ;  one  was  music  and  recitations  on  March  14th ;  one  was 
amateur  theatricals,  "  Off  the  Stage,"  by  a  class  of  boys  and  girls, 
on  March  21st ;  one  was  by  the  Syracuse  Banjo  and  Mandolin  Club 
and  songs  by  Mrs.  Alex.  Brown  of  Onondaga  Valley,  on  March  2Sth  ; 
one  was  the  comedy,  "Engaged,"  by  the  teachers,  assisted  by  Mr. 
Donald  Stacey,  Mr.  Howard  Clark,  Mr.  John  Stevens  and  Mrs.  P.W. 
Button  of  Syracuse,  on  April  18th;  one  was  a  n.usical  trio,  the 
piano,  violin  and  viulincello,  on  May  l>^th ;  and  one  was  a  picnic 
and  lawn  party  with  a  matched  game  of  baseball  and  tirewurks,  on 
the  P'ourth  of  July.  Besides  during  the  winter  months  sleighing 
parties  and  in  the  summer  months  picnic  parties  were  arranged,  so 
that  nearly  every  one  capable  of  ai)preciating  buch  j)lea6ures  was 
given  the  happy  opportunity  of  participating. 

The  public  was  admitted  to  the  school  exercises  and  in<iustrial 
rooms  on  thirty-seven  Friday  afternoons  of  the  school  year.  TIpoa 
these  occasions  an  aggregate  of    four  thousand    two  hundred    and 
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tvreuty-three  attended.  The  fewest  niimbar  of  visitors  present  upon 
an  afternooon  was  thirty- tin ee  and  tlie  largest  number  was  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety.  By  this  it  is  seen  that  the  public  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  institution  fioin  year  to  year  is  well  maintained. 

The  institution  was  also  visited  during  the  course  of  the  year  by 
the  grand  jury  of  Onondaga  county  ;  by  a  cunnnittee  of  the  board 
of  supervisor*  of  Chautauqua  county ;  by  a  committee  of  the  board 
of  supervisors  of  Erie  county  ;  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Rogers,  superintendent 
of  the  Minnesota  Institution  for  the  Feeble- Minded  ;  by  Dr,  J.  M. 
Murdock,  superintendent  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  P^eeble-Minded ;  by  Dr.  John  F.  Fitzgerald,  superintendent 
of  the  Rome  State  Asylum  ;  by  Mr.  B.  M.  Childs,  chief  of  the 
bureau  of  charitable  institutions  of  the  State  Comptroller's  office ; 
by  Mr.  Everett  Brown,  editor  of  the  "The  Charities  Review;"  by 
Dr  Charles  S.  Hoyt,  Superintendent  of  State  Charities ;  by  Presi- 
dent Stewart  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities;  twice  by  Commis- 
sioner Putnam,  and  three  times  by  Commissioners  Walrath  and 
McCarthy  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities. 

We  hereby  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  following  regular 
publications  received  throughout  the  year : 

"Development,"  of  El^yn.  Pa. ;  "The  Summary,"  of  Elmira, 
N.  Y.;  "The  Charitai)le  Observer,"  of  Lincoln,  III. ;  "  The  Optic," 
of  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  " The  Daily  Paper  for  Our  Little  People," 
Rochester,  N.  Y. ,  and  "The  Washingtonian,"  two  copies,  of  Van- 
couver, Wash.  We  also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  valued  assist- 
ance gratuitously  rendered  at  the  entertainments  for  our  pupils  by 
Mr.  Donald  Stacey,  Mr.-  John  Stevens,  Mr.  Howard  Clark,  Miss 
Eloise  Holden,  Mi$s  Helen  Butler,  Miss  Olive  DeGolia  and  Mrs. 
P.  W.  Button  of  Syracuse,  and  by  Mrs.  Alexander  Brown  of  Onon- 
daga Valley,  N.  Y.  Our  thanks  are  also  due  and  heartily  given  to 
Mr.  A.  W.  Palmer,  treasurer  of  the  New  York  State  Agricultural 
Fair  Society,  for  a  day's  enjoyment  afforded  to  our  boys  by  the 
donation  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  tickets  of  admission  to 
the  fair  grounds. 

In  accordance  with  your  recjuest  and  the  resolution  passed  at 
your  semi-annual  meeting,  I  herewith  pn  sent  the  report  read  by  me 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  "The  prevention  of  feeble  mindod- 
ness  from  a  moral  and  legal  standpoint,"  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
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the  National  conference  of  Charities  and  Correction  held  in  thecitv 
of  New  York  last  May.  In  connection  with  this  subject,  and  that 
the  people  of  the  State  may  l)cttcr  understand  and  appreciate  its 
importance,  as  an  appendix  to  this  report,  will  be  found  a  paper 
read  at  the  same  session  of  the  conference  by  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, George  II.  Knight,  M.  A.,  M.  D.,  superintendent  of  the 
School  for  Imbeciles  at  Lakeville,  Co?m.  This  paper  of  Dr. 
Knight's  was  so  replete  with  interest  and  so  valuable  an  addition 
to  a  subject  of  such  wide  relation  to  the  public  weal  that  I  requested 
permission  for  its  publication  in  this  report,  to  which  request  assent 
was  most  kindly  and  courteously  granted. 

Thk  Imi'Obtance  of  the  PiittVENTioN  OF  Feeble-Mindednbss. 

Sixty  years  ago  Dr.  Edouard  C.  Seguin  began  the  instruction  of 
an  idiot  boy  in  France  ;  and  about  ten  years  later,  now  just  fifty 
years  ago.  Dr.  Ilcrvey  B.  Wilbur,  of  Barre,  Mass.,  and  Dr.  Samuel 
G.  Howe,  of  Boston,  receiving  inspiration  from  the  work  of  Seguin, 
began  the  first  efforts  in  l)ehalf  of  the  feeble-minded  in  this  country. 
They  were  the  pioneers  in  the  cause  of  the  feeble-minded  in 
America.  By  their  zeal  and  enthusiasm  they  brought  it  forth  to 
public  attention  and  attracted  to  it  the  first  legislative  interest. 
Their  work  and  that  of  their  c(mtemporario6  and  successors  in  the 
past  sixty  years  has  been  largely  a  study  into  the  educability  and 
amelioration  (►f  the  con<lition  of  the  feeble-minded  ;  and  while  pro- 
lific in  good  results,  we  think  it  has  failed  in  realizing  an  original 
hope,  that  of  qualifying  a  large  number  of  these  unfortunates  for 
safe  citizenship  after  a  term  of  s))ecial  training  and  education.  In 
proof  of  this  statenuMit  and  by  way  of  showing  some  of  the  results 
of  education  and  training,  let  me  cite*  the  opinions  of  certain 
authorities  in  their  own  Avonls.  Seguin,  after  thirty  years\experi- 
ance,  savs : 

"  Idiots  have  been  improved,  educated  and  even  cured  ;  not  one 
in  a  thousand  has  been  entirelv  refractory  to  treatment;  not  one 
in  a  hundred  who  has  not  been  made  more  happy  and  healthy. 
More  than  thirty  per  cent  have  been  taught  to  conform  to  moral 
and  social  laws,  and  rendered  capable  of  order,  of  good  feeling  and 
of  working  like  the  third  of  a  man.  Mc^re  than  forty  per  cent 
have  become  capable  of   the  ordinary  transactions  of   life  under 
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friendly  control,  of  understanding  moral  and  social  abstractions,  of 
working  like  two-thirds  of  a  raan,  and  twenty-live  to  thirty  per 
cent  have  come  nearer  and  nearer  the  standard  of  manhood  till  some 
of  them  will  defy  the  scrutiny  of  good  judges,  when  compared  with 
ordinary  young  men  and  women.'' 

It  will  be  Feen  by  a  study  (»f  this  report  from  one  even  so  san- 
guine as  was  Seguin  that  the  number  of  those  claimed  to  be  advanced 
to  a  condition  of  normal  intelligence  and  citizenship  is  extremely 
limited,  if  any  at  all. 

The  stati>tics  of  the  Royal  Albert  Asylum,  Lancaster,  England, 
show  that  "ten  per  cent  of  the  pupils  discharged  after  seven  years' 
training  were  or  had  been  earning  wages,  that  five  per  cent  were 
remuneratively  employed  at  home,  and  three  and  one-half  per  cent 
were  reported  to  be  more  or  less  useful  to  their  friends  at  home, 
while  another  twenty-four  per  cent  were  said  to  be  of  little  or  no 
use.  Twenty-nine  per  cent  had  gravitated  to  workliouses  and 
lunatic  asylums  and  the  remainder,  eight  and  one-half  per  cent,  had 
died."  Dr.  Sliuttleworth,  in  speaking  of  this  report,  says :  ''It 
must  not  be  imagined,  however,  that  even,  the  best  of  the  above 
were  in  all  respects  equal  to  persons  of  average  intelligence.  Some 
residual  peculiarity  usually  remains  to  handicap  the  feeble-minded 
in  the  race  of  life." 

The  results  reached  in  American  institutions  have  been  practically 
the  same.  Dr.  Walter  E.  Fernald,  of  Ma?-j^achusetr.<,  in  speaking  on 
this  subject,  says:  "Not  over  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent  of  our* inmates 
can  be  made  self-supporting  in  the  sense  of  going  out  into  the  com- 
munity and  securing  and  retaining  a  situation  and  })rudently  spend- 
ing their  earnings;  with  all  our  training  we  cannot  give  our  pupils 
that  indespensable  something  known  as  good  plain  common  sense.'' 

Dr.  Martin  W.  Barr,  of  Pennsylvania,  says  emphatically  that 
"An  abnormal  can  never  become  a  normal  child.  The  best  we 
can  hope  to  do  in  any  case  is  to  arouse  dormant  faculties  -x-  *  * 
train  the  child  for  that  life  occupation  for  which  he  may  seem  best 
fitted;  *  *  *  but  weak  will  and  indolent  temperament  will 
forever  forbid  for  him  successful  competition  with  nonnnl  people." 

The  results  cited  do  not  by  any  means  include  all  the  benefits  of 
the  training  and  education  of  tliese  children.  Previou^ly  to  the 
first   efforts  of    Seguin,  Wilbur  and  Howe  the  condition  of    the 
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feeble-minded  had  been  regarded  as  altogether  hopeless.  The  past 
sixty  years  are  tilled  with  proof  that  their  lot,  far  from  beiug  hope- 
less, is  full  of  promise.  The  experiences  of  these  years  have  shown 
us  that  most  of  them  can  be  taught  to  be  cleanly,  orderly  and 
obedient;  to  dress,  undress,  feed  themselves  and  perform  other 
simple  duties  of  life.  Bad  habits  and  dispositions  can  also  be  cor- 
rected and  improved,  and  we  have  further  learned  that  a  favorable 
meiitul  change  almost  invariably  follows  upon  a  stpte  of  physical 
health,  brought  about  by  medical  attention  and  treatment,  exercise 
and  occupation.  And  lastly,  these  years  have  shown  us  how  many 
of  these  children  can  be  taught  nearly  all  domestic  and  household 
duties,  simple  tasks,  fanning  and  gardening,  and  so,  in  a  measure, 
be  made  self-supjx)rting. 

These  results  of  education  and  training,  marvelhms  as  they  are  in 
many  cases,  fall  short,  a^  we  have  seen,  of  developing  that  indescrib- 
able something  which  removes  the  stigma  of  feeble  mindedness. 
Far  be  it,  however,  from  the  sentiment  of  this  rejjort  to  disparage 
in  the  least  the  value  of  the  education  and  training  of  these  chil- 
dren. Our  duty  on  this  line,  we  think,  is  but  begun.  Each  suc- 
ceeding year  unfolds  to  us  new  methods  ^f  instruction,  new  means 
of  training  and  new  discoveries  in  their  medical  care  and  treatment 
until  we  feel  sanjjuine  that  their  state  will  vet  1  e  much  further 
advanced. 

Granting,  however,  that  these  children  cannot  be  so  educated  and 
trained  as  to  fully  or  properly  care  for  themselves  without  super- 
vision, what  is  to  be  tlnir  future,  and  what  the  future  of  those  yet 
untrained  and  abn»ad  in  everv  commiinitv  ^  Their  number,  now 
over  one  hundred  thousand  in  tins  count rv,  precludes  the  hope  of 
securing  safe  and  watchful  tuielage  for  those  dis!nisse<l  after  terms 
of  training;  and  yet  left  to  their  present  environment  and  lack  of 
control  we  see  aniong  them  imbecile  <j:irls  and  women  evervwhere 
an  easy  prey  to  the  wiles  and  lust  of  brutal  men  and  becoming 
mothers  of  children  like  thenibelves.  The  abandonment  of  the 
original  hope  of  elevating  these  children  to  a  normal  mental  and 
moral  .'-taudard,  and  an  appalling  increa-e  in  the  ranks  of  the  feeble- 
minded and  the  insane,  the  criminal  and  the  pauper,  have  within 
recent  years  been  more  and  more  strongly  attracting  our  attention 
to  the  jMjssible  prevention  (»f  feeble-minded nes.-,  and  tliis  question. 
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in  our  jadgment,  takes  precedence  to-day  over  all  others  connected 
with  this  philanthrophic  body  in  demanding  a  speedy  solution. 

This  question  takes  its  importance  primarily  from  the  fact  that 
the  ranks  of  the  feeble-minded  are  being  constantly  multiplied  by 
the  feeble-minded,  and  secondly  by  the  fact  that  they  are  also  pro- 
lific in  the  production  of  crime,  pauperism,  illegitimacy,  prostitution, 
insanity  and  epilepsy.  In  1850  there  were  reported  in  the  United 
States  census  nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  idiots.  The 
census  of  1890  gives  ninety-live  thousand  live  hundred  and  seventy- 
one.  The  number  of  feebleminded  to  one  milllion  of  population 
in  1850  was  six  hundred  and  eighty-one.  In  1890  it  was  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-six.  In  other  words,  there  has 
been  in  forty  years  an  increase  in  round  numbers  from  ten  thousand 
to  one  hundred  thousand.  Of  this  number,  only  about  seven 
thousand  are  provided  for  in  public  institutions  especially  designed 
for  them.  The  fact  that  there  has  been  such  an  increase  in  their 
number  and  that  so  many  are  unprotected  and  unprovided  for  is 
sulBciently  deplorable  in  itself,  but  even  more  so  is  the  fact  that  the 
existence  of  so  many  feeble-minded  establishes  a  center  from  which 
emanates  an  almost  endless  chain  of  evil.  These  ninety-five  thousand 
uncared  for  we  find  to  be  not  only  a  burden  to  their  relatives  and 
friends,  but  also  a  burden  and  menace  to  the  public  by  their  repro- 
duction of  other  mental  weakness,  insanity,  epilepsy,  pauperism, 
illegitmacj'  and  every  form  of  degeneracy. 

in  June,  1890,  there  were  reported  in  the  United  States  one  hun- 
dred and  six  thousand  insane,  forty  thousand  deaf  and  dumb,  fifty 
thousand  blind  in  both  eyes,  ninety-tliree  thousand  blind  in  one  eye, 
seventy-three  thousand  paupers  in  the  almshouses,  and  between 
ninety  tliousand  and  one  hundred  thousand  tramps.  How  many  of 
these  insane,  deaf-nmtes,  blind,  paupers  and  tramps,  not  to  mention 
the  criminal  and  other  degenerates,  are  either  mentally  feeble  or  the 
progeny  of  feeble-minded  parents?  The  reports  of  the  infamous 
Juke  family,  of  "Margaret  the  Mother  of  Criminals,"  and  of  "The 
Tribe  of  Ishmael",  with  which  you  are  all  familiar,  answer  this 
question  pointedly,  their  originally  feeble-minded  parentage 
resulting  in  pauperism,  blindness,  prostitution,  crime  and  degeneracy 
to  an  appalling  extent. 
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As  has  been  stated,  we  have  in  this  country  an  army  of  from 
ninety  thousand  to  one  hundred  thousand  tramps.  The  late  Dr. 
Isaac  N.  Kerlin,  in  speaking  of  moral  imbecility,  once  stated  that 
he  had  '^examined  and  interrogated  many  tramps  and  was  ready  to 
aver  that  the  tramp  is  a  low,  cunning  imbecile."  We  know  not 
how  many  prostitutes  our  country  harbors,  but  how  much  more 
even  would  they  become  objects  of  our  pity  were  we  to  know  the 
number  of  them  in  whom  mental  weakness  was  the  cause  of  their 
loathsome  condition,  the  sinned  against  rather  than  the  sinner? 
Mr.  Howard  Edwards,  a  philanthropist  of  Philadelphia,  who  has 
spent  many  years  in  the  rescue  of  fallen  women,  once  stated  that  he 
felt  '^the  cause  of  prostitution  to  be  mainly  mental  and  moral 
instability  or  imbecility  and  not  downright  wantonness." 

And  SQ,  too,  with  the  criminal,  for  Mr.  Z.  R.  Brockway,  of  the 
Elmira  Reformatory,  i-eports,  in  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
•sixty-three  examinations,  one  thousand  and  eighty4wo  as  "having 
al)solutely  no  moral  sense,"  and  he  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that 
"something  that  may  be  called  imbicility  lies  at  the  foundation  of  a 
vast  amount  of  crime". 

What,  then,  is  the  panorama,  in  other  words,  that  confronts  us? 
Not  alone  an  appalling  number  of  unfortunates  demanding  our 
sympathy  and  care,  but,  in  addition  to  that,  a  mighty  host  of 
defectives  without  custody  or  proper  protection  procreating  others 
of  their  kind  and  constantly  increasing  the  ranks  of  every  form  of 
degeneracy. 

This  condition  of  ailairs,  so  easily  related,  we  find  beset  with 
many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its  solution.  The  uncharity  of 
awaiting  the  self-extirpation  of  this  class  and  so  a  "survival  of  the 
fittest,"  far  from  receiving  consideration  in  this  conference,  would 
be  a  parody  on  its  name.  It  is  obvious,  then,  that  if  we  do  not 
lend  ourselves  to  this  unfeeling  disregard  of  wretchedness,  some-, 
thing  in  the  nature  of  the  prevention  of  its  furtherance  is  our  line 
of  duty,  a  duty  of  paramount  importance  to  the  welfare  of  society 
and  the  State. 

The  literal  stamping  out  of  imbecility  we  all  recognize  as 
impossible,  such  a  thing  being  precluded  by  the  nature  of  its  origin, 
an  array  of  mental  feebleness  at  once  confronting  us  whose  causes 
are  so  remote,  uncertain,  indirect  and  so  interwoven  one  with 
another  as  to  make  such  a  task  impossible. 
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The  accomplishment  of  any  practical  benefit  in  the  line  of  pre 
vention  of  feeble-mindedness  can  only  follow  upon  a  deeper  study 
into  its  causation  and  a  wider  public  dissemination  of  our  knowledge. 
Of  the  many  diverse  and  complicated  causes  of  feeble-mindedness 
none  is  so  important  for  our  consideration  as  that  of  heredity. 

A  study  of  the  records  of  our  institution  will  convince  even  the 
skeptic  that  direct  heredity  is  one  of  the  greatest  sources,  if  not  the 
greatest  source,  of  supply  to  this  increasing  number  of  degenerates. 

In  speaking  on  this  subject,  Ilibot,  in  his  work  upon  "  Heredity," 
says:  "All  forms  of  mental  activity  are  transmissible;  instincts, 
perception,  faculties,  imagination,  aptitude  for  the  fine  arts,  reason, 
aptitude  for  science  and  abstract  duties,  sentiments,  passions,  force 
of  character.  Nor  are  the  morbid  forms  less  transmissible  than  the 
normal,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  case  of  insanity,  hallucination  and 
idiocy  " 

Grouped  under  the  head  of  heredity  we  find  intemperance,  con- 
sanguinity, phthisis,  general  neuroses,  insanity,  epilepsy  and  idiocy, 

Let  us  consider  some  of  these  various  causes  briefly,  others  more 
at  length. 

Our  statistics  shoH'  that  intemperance  on  the  part  of  one  parent 
or  both  occurs  so  frequently  that  at  a  glance,  if  considered  alone,  it 
might  be  thought  a  potent  cause  of  idiocy.  But  intemperance,  like 
many  other  causes,  is  often  only  an  evidence  of  a  weakness  in  the 
individual,  and  is  really  but  the  manifestation  of  some  physical  or 
psychical  decadence  in  the  person  himself  or  in  his  ancestry.  While 
we  believe  that  intemperance  per  se  in  the  father  or  mother  may 
and  sometimes  does  result  in  the  propagation  of  idiotic  children,  yet 
the  tendency  to  idiocy  is  more  intensified  when  the  intemperance  is 
associated  with  other  weakness — mental,  moral  or  pliysical. 

In  inquiring  into  the  question  of  hereditary  causes,  unless  the 
whole  family  history  is  postively  known,  some  allowance  must  always 
be  made  for  the  disposition  on  the  part  of  frietids  to  conceal  some 
family  defects.  There  are  few  persons  who  cannot  point,  if  they 
choose,  to  some  stain  on  their  family  history,  something  of  which 
they  are  not  proud  and  which  they  prefer  to  keep  in  the  background. 

This  is  especially  true  in  families  where  feeblemindedness  shows 
itself.  The  parents  themselves  do  not  like  to  feel  or  acknowledge 
that  they  are  in  any  way  the  offspring  of  defective  stock  or  poor 
blood.     The  saying,  "  there's  a  black  sheep  in  every  fold,"  is  often 
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The  frequency  of  the  occurrence  of  epilepsy  among  imbeciles  and 
as  a  cause  of  imbecility  is  a  matter  of  common  observation,  and 
especially  so  in  institution  experience.  The  late  Dr.  Kerlin  in  an 
examination  of  three  hundred  feeble-minded  children  found  that 
"twenty-two  per  cent  were  epileptics "  and  that  in  '•  fifty-two  per 
cent  there  was'an  epileptoid  family  history."  Dr.  George  H.  Knight 
says  that  in  his  experience  "in  tracing  the  histories  of  imbecile 
children  "  he  found  "  epilepsy  existed  of  itself  or  as  a  complication  in 
sixty  per  cent  of  the  cases  examined,"  and  he  cites  the  case  of  an 
epileptic  woman  who  became  the  mother  of  fifteen  defective 
children. 

Probably  the  most  important  lole  in  the  causation  of  feeble- 
mindedness by  heredity  is  seen  in  the  direct  inheritance  of  the 
mental  defect  from  imbecile  parentage.  You  are  all  familiar  with . 
cases  bearing  out  this  point,  and  they  can  be  many  times  multiplied. 
Succeeding  years  bring  out  new  illustrations,  not  with  the  idea  of 
establishing  any  new  facts,  but  to  awaken  the  public  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  lessons  they  teach  In  1885  a  girl,  an  illegitimate 
imbecile,  was  admitted  to  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  whose 
mother  and  a  half-sister  of  the  mother  had  fortunately  both  become 
inmates  of  the  Newark  Asylum,  hut  unfortunately  not  until  after 
the  mother  had  borne  this  child  and  the  half-sister  two  illegitmate 
children.  The  application  further  stated  that  it  was  believed  that 
neither  t  le  mother,  grandmother  nor  the  great-grandmother  of  the 
girl  was  ever  married,  and  that,  so  far  as  known,  all  were  born 
illegitimately  in  the  county  poorhouse. 

We  have,  at  the  present  time,  two  imbecile  children,  considered 
brother  and  sister,  but  probably  onlj'  half  brotlier  and  sister,  whose 
mother  at  the  time  of  their  admissiim  was  an  inmate  of  a  county 
poorhouse,  and  who  was  besides  the  mother  of  a  younger  idiotic 
child  which  was  also  blind.  All  were  illegitimate  and  born  in  the 
county  poorhouse. 

We  cite  another  instance  of  an  iml)ecile  boy,  seven  years  of  age, 
recently  admitted.  Two  year^  ago  we  admittcil  a  brother  and  a 
half-brother  of  this  boy  and  at  the  same  time  received  an  application 
for  an  older  half-brother,  all  imbeciles.  The  descriptive  blank,  in 
the  case  of-the  recent  admission,  stated  under  the  head  of  ascribed 
cause,  "  supposed  to  be  deficiency  of  both  parents,  who  are  vicious 
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and  dissolute,  especially  the  mother,  tlie  father  intemperate  and  the 
mother  weak-minded  ;"  and,  further,  that  the  mother  had  previously 
"  borne  eight  or  nine  children,  and  two  since,  the  last  two  being 
illegitimate,"  and  that  of  the  eleven  or  twelve  children  bom  to 
this  mother  "  most  of  them  were  idiotic  or  weak-minded." 

As  a  further  illustration,  some  years  ago  a  philanthropic  gentle, 
man  brought  us  two  imbecile  girls  from  an  orphan  asylum  in  one  of 
the  smaller  cities  of  the  State.  Upon  their  admission  he  remarked 
to  me  with  considerable  feeling  and  emphasis :  "  Doctor,  1  hope 
you  will  take  care  of  these  girls  and  keep  them  in  custody  as  long 
as  they  live.  Each  of  them  has  relatives  in  nearly  every  town  in 
our  county,  not  one  of  whom  but  what  is  imbecile,  insane, 
epileptic,  a  criminal,  a  drunkard,  or  a  prostitute." 

While  these  few  cases  only  have  been  cited,  illustrating  the 
causative  factors  in  the  production  of  feeble-mindedness,  you  are 
all  fully  aware,  I  am  sure,  how  many  times  over  similar  cases 
could  be  added  from  the  records  of  our  institutions ;  and,  more 
important  still,  they  are. convincing  to  us  all  that  the  facts  they 
establish  are  deplorable  and  demand  speedy  correction.  We  do  not 
assemble  from  year  to  year  to  state  our  facts  and  to  advance  our 
plans  for  their  i-elief,  thinking  that  the  public  and  our  legislatures 
are  only  awaiting  the  opportunity  to  take  cognizance  of  them.  We 
reiterate  our  statements  from  year  to  year  with  the  view  of 
awakening  public  interest  to  their  importance,  and  hoping,  through 
the  public,  to  ultimately  command  our  legislators.  The  process, 
like  most  movements  iu  the  reformation  of  evils,  is  necessarily  slow. 

In  considering  measures  for  the  relief  of  the  conditions  laid 
before  you,  we  see  at  once  that  they  have  largely  to  do  with  the 
lawful  or  unlawful  wedlock  of  these  defectives,  its  consequences, 
its  license  and  its  prevention ;  and  certain  moral  and  legal  means 
for  relief  at  once  snggest  themselves  for  our  consideration.  The 
production  of  feeble  mindedness  by  intemperance,  consanguineous 
marriages,  phthisis,  epilepsy  and  general  neuroses  shows  us  how 
little  understood  and  how  meagerly  disseminated  is  the  knowledge 
of  the  science  of  physiology  and  hygiene  and  the  laws  of  heredity. 
While  great  strides  have  undoubtedly  been  made  within  recent 
years  on  educational  lines,  yet  we  believe  a  search  into  the  causation 
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of  feeble-iniudednees  alone,  not  to  mention  other  forms  of 
degeneracy,  will  convince  the  most  skeptical  that  there  is  a  pressing 
need  of  an  increased  education  of  the  people  upon  these  subjects, 
so  important  to  the  interests  of  society,  humanity  and  the  State. 

I  cannot  better  express  to  you  the  importanoe  of  this  subject 
than  in  the  words  of  Mrs.  Catharine  W.  Brown,  of  Barre,  Mass., 
writing  several  years  ago  on  the  prevention  of  mental  disease.  "  80 
long  as  men  believe  that  all  afflictions  touching  the  body  or  mind 
are  special  providences,  miraculously  sent  to  them  for  their  spiritual 
good,  they  cannot  be  expected  to  exert  themselves. for  their  preven- 
tion ;  but  let  the  community  be  convinced  that  sickness,  insanity 
and  idiocy  are  too  often  the  result  of  ignorance  or  sin  and  they  will 
be  ready  to  ask,  what  shall  we  do  to  be  saved  from  material  death? 
To  this  query  the  science  of  physiology  gives  wisest  answer ;  but 
to-day  it  receives  far  less  attention  than  its  importance  demands. 
Parents,  wholly  ignorant  of  the  scietice  themselves,  despise  the  ap- 
parent simplicity  of  the  practical  English  text-books  and  seek  for 
their  children  a  smattering  of  Greek  and  Latin  which  sound  learned 
because  incomprehensible.  So  the  boys  and  girls  dig  Greek  roots 
and  rattle  equations  of  unknown  quantities,  but  fail  to  acquire  this 
self -knowledge  of  vital  importance  to  themselves,  their  children  and 
the  whole  human  race." 

Considering  the  vast  import  of  insanity,  epilepsy  and  feeble- 
mindedness in  relation  to  their  own  and  other  forms  of  degeneracy, 
a  law  prescribing  some  extraordinary  penalty  should  be  upon  the 
statute  books  in  every  State  for  the  seduction  of  any  insane,  epilep- 
tic or  feeble-minded  woman.  And  further,  every  State  in  our 
Union  ought  surely  prohibit  the  marriage  of  any  person  of  either 
sex  belonging  to  any  one  of  these  classes. 

With  reference  to  the  widespread  army  of  degenerates  scattered 
here  and  there  throughout  the  land^and  who  are  annually  adding  to 
the  general  plethora  of  feeble-mindedness,  we  believe  that  humanity, 
economy,  the  protection  of  society  and  the  prevention  of  degene- 
racy demand  the  permanent  sequestration  of  the  entire  body  of  the 
feeble-minded  within  our  borders  in  institutions.  Especially  should 
safe  custody  and  State  guardianship  apply  to  every  feeble-minded 
girl  and  woman  of  the  child-bearing  age.  Besides  these  restraining 
influences  mentioned,  ought  we  not  to  expect  great  and  growing 
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APPENDIX  A. 


PREVENTION    FROM   A    LEGAL   AND   MORAL 

STANDPOINT* 

By  Geo.  II.  Knioht,  M.  A.,  M.  D. 

Superintendent  of  the  School  for  Imbeciles,  Lakeville,  Conn. 

[  recently  saw  in  print  the  following  statement:  ''Of  the  entire 
popnlation  of  the  United  States,  an  average  of  one  person  in  every 
live  is  at  the  present  time  in  a  public  almshouse  or  other  charitable 
institution  or  is  being  assisted  by  some  relief-giving  organization." 
This  statement  is  not  only  startling,  but  it  brings  forcibly  to  the 
minds  of  thinking  people  the  question  whether  we  are  not  at  the 
present  time  giving  too  much  attention  to  the  care  and  relief  of  the 
dependent  classes  and  too  little  to  the  study  of  prevention. 

The  consideration  and  discussion  of  the  best  way  of  providing  for 
the  feeble-minded,  including  the  epileptic  as  well,  have  been  so 
generally  taken  up  at  the  various  sessions  of  this  conference  that  the 
subject  long  ago  escaped  from  the  narrow  point  of  view  of  the 
specialist.  At  the  present  time  it  is  so  fortunate  as  to  claim  the 
intelligent  thought  of  the  average  citizen  interested  in  charity  in  its 
general  sense.  I  nse  the  word  "fortunate"  advisedly  in  this 
connection.  It  is  as  true  in  matters  of  reform  as  it  is  in  business 
that  if  you  want  to  accomplish  anything  satisfactorily  you  must 
bring  it  into  the  everyday  thought  and  experience  of  as  many 
people  as  possible. 

The  State  boards  of  charity  have  helped  the  superintendents  of 
institutions  to  familiarize  the  public  with  those  facts  which  the 
pioneers  in  this  work  felt  compelled  to  harp  upon  constantly  in  the 
early  days.  The  National  Conference  of  Charities  and  Correction 
has  spread  broadcast,  through  its  menbers,  the  knowledge  of  what 
has  been  done  by  teaching,  by  custodial  care,  by  manual  training, 

*Bead  at  the  National  Conference  of  Charities  and  Correction,  Nev  York  city.  May,  18B6. 
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and  by  medical  overeight  for  those  grades  of  the  defective  class 
which  come  under  the  head  of  the  feeble-minded.  That  which  is 
now  being  bo  successfully  worked  out  in  the  colony  for  the  epileptic 
we  hope  in  the  near  future  to  accomplish  for  every  one  of  this 
class.  There  is  no  longer  need  of  argument  to  persuade  an 
intelligent  community  that  'Mt  pays"  to  provide  State  care  for  the 
mentally  and  raorally  deficient. 

That  the  imbecile  cannot  work  in  competition  with  the  normal 
man  is  self-evident.  An  intelligent  State  policy  demands  that  he 
shall  be  housed,  fed,  nursed,  clothed,  and  taught  as  far  as  may  be ; 
and  when  we  shall  have  put  him  in  the  way  of  following  the 
cpmmon  laws  of  order  and  decency  we  have  started  him  on  the 
upgrade.  Even  the  simplest  custodial  care  is  a  great  step  in 
advance  of  the  neglect  of  former  years.  We  have  reached  our 
sober  second  thought  for  the  imbecile.  The  plain  facts  in  the  case 
do  not  warrant  us  in  claiming  for  him  the  high  degree  of  attainment 
our  early  enthusiasm  led  us  to  hope  for.  My  own  conviction  is 
that,  as  time  goes  on,  we  shall  do  less  in  the  schoolroom  and  more  in 
the  workshop  and  field.  Institutions  we  must  have,  and  in  them 
we  must  be  able  to  combine  minimum  of  cost  with  maximum  of 
care,  sincj  all  placing-out  systems  are  valueless  in  this  work.  All 
who  have  had  experience  in  finding  homes  for  children  know  that 
the  slightest  physical  defect  is  a  great  detriment,  even  when  there 
is  perfect  mental  balance.  Nothing  is  more  true  than  that  we  all 
judge  and  are  influenced  by  appearances.  Consider,  then,  the 
difficulties  when  to  the  physical  defect  almost  universal  in  the 
im])eeile  there  is  added  the  mental  peculiarities  which  set  him  apart 
from  his  fellows.  There  is  no  remedy  for  this.  No  logic,  no  appeal 
to  sentiment,  charity,  or  humanity,  will  avail  with  the  mass  of  people 
It  is  a  state  of  affairs  we  must  accept  and  provide  for.  Nobody 
wants  the  imbecile,  not  even  those  who  are  bound  most  closely  to 
him  by  ties  of  blood*  He  is  an  innocent  element  of  disorder  every- 
where, outside  of  association  with  his  own  kind.  Defenceless,  an 
easy  victim  to  injustice  and  neglect,  his  very  weakness  appeals  to 
the  best  that  lies  in  humanity.  That  is  why  it  is  necessary  to 
to  secure  for  him  a  high  order  of  individual  teaching  possible 
for  each  case,  no  matter  how  large  the  institution.  Every  institution 
for  the    feeble-minded    stands    as   an   object-lesson    in    advanced 


No.  12.]  43 

civilization.  The  pauper  can  sometimes  be  made  self-supporting, 
the  incorrigible,  so  called,  may  sometimes  be  given  a  new  start,  the 
insane  have  a  chance  of  recovery.  Every  other  class  of  dependent 
and  delinquent  has  one  or  more  chances  of  altering  his  condition. 
The  feeble-minded  alone  is  the  exception.  He,  unfortunately, 
is  handicapped  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave.  When  you  have  done 
your  very  best  for  him,  his  highest  attainment  is  to  become 
what  some  one  has  called  "  two-thirds  of  a  man."  The  question 
that  we  must  face  in  view  of  the  terrible  yearly  increase 
of  this  class  is  not,  What  shall  we  do  with  this  fraction 
of  humanity?  but,  How  shall  we  get  rid  of  it?  How  shall  we  cut 
off  the  supply  ?  That  insanity,  pauperism  and  crime  produce 
imbecility  we  know.  That  imbecility  produces  these  in  turn  we 
are  beginning  to  find  out.  That  heredity  is  a  direct  cause  of 
imbecility  no  one  denies  who  has  given  the  problem  intelligent 
study.  How  shall  we  wipe  out  heredity  ?  For  the  so  called  wards 
of  the  State,  those  who  are  already  in  institutions,  the  answer  is 
compaiativelj'  easy.  State  care  for  a  lifetime  is  the  simplest,  most 
civilized  and  economical  solution  of  the  problem.  In  the  case  of 
these  we  can  consider  that  the  remedy  lies  in  our  own  hands.  But 
in  face  of  the  fact  that  there  are  at  least  one  hundred  thousand 
feeble-minded  persons  of  various  ages  and  conditions  who  are  out- 
side of  the  direct  restraining  influence  of  an  institution,  it  is  clear 
no  halfway  measures  will  prevent  the  increase  of  this  number. 
What  is  considered  the  sacred  law  of  individual  right  places  it 
within  the  power  of  a  large  per  cent  of  these  to  marry  and  inevit- 
ably reproduce  their  own  kind. 

If  we  are  to  strike  a  telling  blow  in  the  interests  of  prevention, 
we  must  influence  public  sentiment  and  legislation  for  the  sake  of 
morality  and  permanent  good. 

In  effect,  according  to  the  statute,  we  are  all  wards  of  the  State 
under  a  certain  age.  However  bright  mentally  or  strong  pliysically, 
we  can  neither  make  a  will,  convey  property,  nor  marry  except 
through  the  agency  and  written  consent  of  a  parent  or  guardian. 
Without  the  said  consent  the  registrar  who  issues  a  certificate  of 
marriage  to  a  minor  is  subjected  to  a  heavy  penalty.  IS'ow,  if  the 
State  can  enact  such  laws  for  the.  protection  of  its  normal  citizens, 
what  shall  hinder  its  placing  the  age  limit  of  the  feeble-minded  at 
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that  onattainable  period  for  them  which  is  comraonlj  called  vears 
of  discretion  i  I  nse  the  term  '*•  feeble-minded  "  in  its  broadest 
sense.  Under  that  head  will  come  the  epileptic,  incorrigible,  or 
moral  imbecile,  and  the  insane,  as  well  as  the  idiot  and  imbecile  of 
the  ordinary  t  rpe. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  siicrorestion  carried  ont  wonid  strike  a 
blow  direct!  V  at  the  root  of  what  is  called  the  law  of  individaat 
right,  bnt  I  claim  that  the  mentally  nnfit  haFcno  individnal  right 
to  reproduce  themselves.  Being  mentallv  unfit,  we  cannot  expect 
the  moral  side  of  the  case  to  appeal  to  any  one  of  them.  We  can- 
not instill  into  the  feeb!e-minded  any  sense  of  responsibility  for 
bringing  eitlier  a  legitimate  or  illegitmate  child  into  the  world. 
They  are  and  must  remain  illegitimate  parents  of  illegitimate  chil- 
dren from  first  to  last.  That  which  they  will  not,  cannot  do  for 
themselves  the  law  of  the  land  iiinst  do  for  them.  The  sane, 
normal,  everyday  pec»ple  of  this  country  must  have  a  chance. 

As  Professor  Brewer  of  Yale  said  at  the  New  Haven  conference 
a  few  years  ago,  thanks  to  modem  science,  charity,  and  humanity, 
we  are  saving  everything  that  is  unfit,  and  it  is  thegreiitest  test  that 
can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  our  civilization.  Once  here,  save  them 
we  must,  for  human! tv^s  sake :  but,  as  far  as  we  can.  let  us  cot  o£F 
the  supply  at  the  fountain  head. 

In  the  words  of  Dr.  Maudsley,  ^  it  is  certain  that  lunatics  and  crimi- 
nals are  as  much  manfactnrud  articles  as  are  steam  engines  and  calico- 
printing  machines,  only  the  proces^s  of  the  organic  manufactory 
are  s«>  complex  that  we  are  not  able  to  follow  them.  They  are 
neither  aeoidcnts  nor  anomalies  in  the  universe,  but  come  by  law  and 
testifv  to  causaiitv ;  and  it  is  the  business  of  science  to  find  ont  what 
the  causes  are.  and  bv  what  laws  tliev  work." 

That  which  I  advocate  could  never  become  what  is  called  a 
Feileral  law.  Perhaps  "  never ''  is  a  strong  wonl ;  but  at  tlie  least 
^'alcuiatiun  it  would  take  \ears  to  brinj;  it  al^>ut.  and  we  cannot 
alTord  to  wait.     But  let  each  State  enact  its  own  law. 

We  move  slowlv  in  cons<^-r\'ative  Counectient.  but  we  hare  had 
upon  the  statute  books  tiie  past  three  years  the  following  prohibi- 
torv  law : 
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"AN  ACT  CONCERNING  CRIMES  AND  PUNISHMENTS. 

Section  1.  No  man  and  woman,  either  of  wliom  is  epileptic, 
imbecile,  or  feeble-minded,  shall  intermarry  or  live  together  as  hus- 
•  band  and  wife  when  the  woman  is  under  forty-five  j^ears  of  age. 
Any  person  violating  or  attempting  to  violate,  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  shall  be  iiiiprisoned  in  the  State  prison  not  less  than 
three  years. 

"§  2.  Any  selectman,  or  any  other  person  who  shall  advise, 
aid,  abet,  cause,  or  assist  in  procuring,  or  countenance  ^ny  violation 
of  section  one  of  this  act,  or  the  marriage  of  any  pauper  when  the 
woman  in  such  marriage  is  under  forty-five  years  of  age,  shall  be 
fined  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  or  imprisoned  not  less  than 
one  year  or  both. 

"  §  3.  Every  man  who  shall  carnally  know  any  female  under 
the  age  of  forty-five  years  who  is  epileptic,  imbecile,  feeble-minded,  or 
a  pauper,  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  State  prison  not  less  than  three 
years.  Every  mnn.  who  is  epileptic,  wlio  shall  carnally  know  any 
female  under  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  every  female  under 
the  age  of  forty-five  years  who  shall  consent  to  be  carnally  known 
by  any  man  who  is  epileptic,  imbecile,  or  feeble-minded,  shall  be 
imprisoned  in  the  State  prison  not  less  than  three  years. 

"  Approved  July  4,  1895." 

Every  man  here,  every  member  of  this  Conference,  every  State 
board  of  charity,-  can  influence  legislation  in  this  matter.  Science 
is  slow.  To  become  science,  detail  must,  above  everything  else, 
be  accurate.  To  prove  every  step  takes  time.  Nothing  is  harder 
to  get  at  than  truth  in  the  history  of  cases,  as  every  medical  super 
intendent  of  an   institution  for  the  idiot  and  imbecile  can  testify. 

This  will  exist  so  long  as  imbecility  is  looked  upon  as  a  disgrace 
instead  of  misfortune.  A  physical  or  mental  imperfection  is,  in  the 
popular  mind,  a  greater  affliction  than  a  moral  one.  The  statement 
that  we  are  all  sinners  we  accept  pretty  passively.  The  statement 
that  we  are  all  feeble  in  mind  because  of  that,  or  feeble  in  will, 
even  in  the  least  degree,  we  should  resent  to  a  man.  This  universal 
feeling  acts  against  making  rapid  progress  in  getting  at  the  hidden 
causes  of  imbecility.  We  can  never  know  accurately  all  the  causes 
which  result  in   the  production  of  defective  human   beings.     The 
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mystery  of  life  is  too  gi*eat.  There  is  too  mnch  theory  to  overcome  ; 
hfit,  when  wo  do  feel  Hrm  ground  under  our  feet,  we  most  advance. 

When  we  can  prove,  ag  we  have,  that  a  certain  detinite  per  cent 
of  the  hifltories  of  chfldren  received  into  the  institutions  for  the 
feeble-minded  >»how  epilepsy  an  a  canae  or  a  complication^  and  that 
hitherto  we  have  placed  no  leji^l  obstacle  in  the  way  of  repeating 
these  conditions,  our  way  is  clear  in  this  direction  at  least. 

\forally  every  citizen  is  responsible  for  the  legal  increase  of 
iml>ecility  in  his  own  community.  Morally  he  is  responsible  for  the 
increfjfte  of  illc^itinnte  imbecility  in  his  own  community.  Every 
man  m  his  brother's  keeper  to  this  extent.  In  the  face  of  the 
terrible  increase  of  this  class,  by  what  we  may  eall  known  methods 
every  one  of  tis  rnn$*t  strike  a  blow  for  prevention.  At  least,  let  us 
wipe  ont  the  stain  of  legalizing  the  production  of  idiocy,  imbecility, 
insanity,  and  crime. 


APPENDIX  B. 


CHAPTER  546. 

AN  ACT  relating  to  state  charities,  constituting  chapter  twenty- 
six  of  the  general  laws. 

Became    a  law  May  12,  1896,  with  the  ai)proyal  of  the  Governor.     Pasiipd, 

three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New   York^  represented  ifi  Senate 
arid  Assembly^  do  enact  as  follows : 

CHAPTER  XXVI  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS. 

State  Charities  Law. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded  Children. 

Section  60.  Institution  for  idiots  or  feeble-minded  children. 

61.  Powers  and  duties  of  boards  of  directors: 

6^2,  Salaries  of  officers. 

63.  Directors  may  hold  donations  in  trust. 

64.  By-laws. 

65.  Duties  of  superintendent. 

66.  Duties  of  treasurer. 

67.  Semi-annual  meeting   and   records   of  board  of  di- 

rectors. 

68.  Manner  of  receiving  pupils. 

69.  Discharge  of  state  pupils  and  payment  of  expenses. 

70.  Expense  of  clothing  state  pupils. 

Section  GO.  Institution  for  idiots  or  feeble-minded  children. — 
The  management  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children  at  Syracuse  shall  continue  to  be  in  a  board  of 
managers,  which  shall  hereafter  consist  of  the  superintendent  of 
public  instruction  and  eight  other  persons,  who  shall  continue  to  be 
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appointed  by  the  senate  upon  the  leeommendation  of  the  governor, 
as  often  as  vacancies  shall  occur  therein,  and  shall  hold  office  for 
eight  years,  and  until  their  successors  are  severa  ly  appointed,  subject 
to  removal  by  the  governor  for  cause,  after  an  opportunity  given 
them  to  be  heard  in  their  defense.  The  managers  now  in  office 
shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
they  were  respectively  appointed. 

§61.  General  powers  and  duties  of  boards  of  managers. —  Five 
members  of  the  board  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  business.  The  board  shall  have  the  gnneral  direction  and  con- 
trol of  all  the  property  and  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  shall 
take  charge  of  its  general  interests  and  see  that  its  general  design  is 
carried  into  effect,  according  to  law  and  the  bylaws,  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  institution.  It  shall  appoint  a  superintendent,  who 
shall  be  a  well-educated  physician,  and  a  treasurer,  who  shall  reside 
in  the  city  of  Syracuse,  and  shall  give  an  undertaking  to  the  people 
of  the  state  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  trust,  in  such  sum 
and  with  such  sureties  as  the  comptroller  shall  approve.  Such 
board  shall,  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February,  report 
to  the  legislature  the  condition  of  the  institution, 

§62.  Salaries  of  officers.  —  The  board  shall,  from  time  time, 
determine  the  annual  salaries  and  allowances  of  the  resident  officers 
of  the  institution. 

Such  salaries  and  allowances  shall  be  paid  monthly  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  institution  in  the  same  manner  as  other  claims 
against  the  institution. 

§  63.  Managers  may  hold  donations  in  trust. —  The  managers  may 
take,  and  hold  in  trust  for  the  state,  any  grant  or  devise  of  land,  or 
any  donation  or  bequetit  of  money  or  other  personal  property,  to  be 
applied  to  the  maintenance  and  education  of  feeble-minded  children 
and  the  general  use  of  the  institution. 

§  64.  By-laws  — The  managers  may  establish  by-laws  regulating 
the  appointment  and  duties  of  officers,  teachers,  attendants  and  assist- 
ants; fixing  the  conditions  of  admission,  support  and  discharge  of 
pupils;  and  for  conducting  in  a  proper  manner  the  business  of  the 
institution ;  and  ordain  and  enforce  a  suitable  system  of  rules  aud 
regulations  for  the  internal  government,  discipline  and  manage- 
ment of  the  institution. 
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§  65.  Duties  of  superintendent.  —  The  superintendent  shall  be 
the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  institution.  He  shall,  subject  to 
the  provision  of  the  board  of  managers  and  the  by-laws  and  regu- 
lations established  by  them, 

1.  Have  the  general  superintendence  of  the  buildings,  grounds 
and  farm,  with  their  furniture,  fixtures  and  stock,  and  the  direc- 
tion and  control  of  all  persons  employed  in  and  about  the  same ; 

2.  Appoint  a  steward,  medical  assistant  and  a  matron,  who, 
with  the  superintendent,  shall  constantly  reside  in  the  institution 
or  upon  premises  adjoining,  and  shall  be  termed  the  resident 
officers  thereof ; 

3.  Employ  such  teachers,  attendants  and  assistants  as  he  njay 
think  proper  and  necessary  to  economically  and  efficiently  carry 
into  effect  the  design  of  the  institution ;  prescribe  their  several  du- 
ties and  places,  fix  their  compensation,  and  discharge  any  of  them  ; 

4.  Give,  from  time  to  time,  such  orders  and  instructions  as  he 
may  deem  best  calculated  to  induce  good  conduct,  fidelity  and 
economy,  in  any  department  of  labor  and  expense  ; 

5.  Maintain  salutary  discipline  among  all  who  are  in  the  employ  of 
the  institution  and  enforce  strict  compliance  with  his  instructions, 
and  uniform  obedience  to  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
institution ; 

6.  Cause  full  and  fair  accounts  and  records  of  all  his  doings,  and 
of  the  entire  business  and  operations  of  the  institution,  with  the 
condition  and  prospects  of  the  pupils  to  be  kept  regularly,  from 
day  to  day,  in  books  provided  for  the  purpose ; 

7.  See  that  such  accounts  and  records  shall  be  fully  made  up  to 
the  first  days  of  April  and  October  in  each  year,  and  that  the 
principal  effects  and  results,  with  his  report  thereon,  be  presented 
to  the  board  at  its  semi-annual  meetings ; 

8.  Conduct  the  official  correspondence  of  the  institution  and 
keep  a  record  of  the  applications  received,  and  the  pupils  ad- 
mitted ; 

9.  Prepare  and  present  to  the  board  at  its  annual  meetings,  when 
required,  an  inventory  of  all  the  personal  property  and  effects 
belonging  to  the   institution  ; 
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10.  Account,  when  required,  for  the  careful  keeping  and  eco- 
nomical use  of  all  furniture,  stores  and  other  articles  furniahed  lor 
the  institution ; 

11.  Enter  in  a  book  to  be  provided  and  kept  for  that  purposSy  at 
the  time  of  the  admission  of  each  pupil  to  the  institution,  a  minute, 
with  the  date,  name,  residence  of  the  pupil,  and  of  the  persons  on 
whose  application  he  is  received ;  with  a  copy  of  the  application, 
statement,  certificate,  and  all  otlier  papers  accompanying  such  pupil; 
the  originals  of  which  he  shall  file  and  carefully  preserve. 

§  66.  Duties  of  treasurer.  --The  treasurer  shall, 

1.  Have  the  custody  of  all  moneys,  notes,  mortgages  and  other 
securities  and  obligations  belonging  to  the  institution  ; 

2.  Keep  a  full  and  accurate  account  of  all  receipts  and  payments, 
as  directed  in  ;the  by-laws,  and  such  other  accounts  as  shall  be 
required  of  him  by  the  managers  ;* 

8.  Balance  all  the  accounts  on  his  book  on  the  first  day  of  each 
October,  and  make  a  statement  thereof,  and  an  abstract  of  all  tlie 
receipts  and  payments  of  the  past  year;  and,  within  three  days 
thereafter,  deliver  the  same  to  the  auditing  committee  of  the 
managers,  who  shall  compare  the  same  with  his  books  and  vouchers, 
and  verify  the  same  by  a  further  comparison  with  the  books  of  the 
superintendent,  and  certify  the  correctness  thereof  to  the  maoa^ers 
at  their  annual  meeting; 

4.  Render  a  quarterly  statement  of  his  receipts  and  payments  to 
such  auditing  ^committee,  who  shall,  in  like  manner  as  above, 
compare,  verify,  report  and  certify  the  result  thereof  to  the  managers 
at  their  annual  meeting,  who  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  recorded  in 
one  of  the  books  of  the  institution  ; 

5.  Render  a  further  account  of  the  state  of  his  books  and  af  the 
funds  and  other  property  in  his  custody,  whenever  required  by  the 
managers ; 

6.  Receive  for  the  use  of  the  institution  any  and  all  sums  of 
money  which  may  be  due  upon  any  notes  or  bonds  in  his  hands, 
belonging  to  the  institution,  any  and  all  sums  charged  and  due  to 
the  institution  for  the  support  of  any  pupil  therein,  or  for  actual 
disbursements  made  in  his  behalf  for  neccpsary  clothing  and  traveling 
expenses ; 

7.  Prosecute  an  action  in  hi.^  name  as  such  treasurer,  to  recover 
any  sum  of  money  that  may  be  due  or  owing  to  the  institution ; 
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8.  Execute  a  release  and  satisfaction  of  a  mortgage,  judgment 
or  other  lion,  in  favor  of  the  institution,  when  paid,  so  that  the 
same  may  be  discharged  from  record. 

§  67.  Semi-annual  meetings  and  records  of  board  of  managers. — 
The  board  of  managers  shall  maintain  an  effective  inspection  of  the 
affairs  and  management  of  the  institution,  for  which  purpose  they 
shall  meet  at  the  institution  twice  in  each  year,  at  such  times  as  the 
by-lawa  shall  provide.  The  resident  officers  shall  admit  the 
managers  into  every  part  of  the  institution,  and  sliall  exhibit  to 
th«m  on  demand  the  books,  papers,  accounts  and  writings  belonging 
to  the  institution,  and  shall  furnish  copies,  abstracts  and  reports 
whenever  required  by  the  managers. 

A  committee  of  three  managers  to  be  appointed  by  the  board  at  . 
the  annual  meeting  thereof,  shall  visit  the  institution  once  in  every 
month,  and  perform  such  other  duties  and  exercise  such  other 
powers  ajB  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  by- laws,  or  the  board  may 
direct.  The  board  shall  keep  in  a  bound  book,  to  be  provided  for 
the  purpose,  a  fair  and  full  record  of  all  its  doings,  which  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  of  its  members,  and  all  persons 
whom  the  governor  and  either  house  of  the  legislature  may  appoint 
to  examine  the  same. 

§  68.  Manner  of  receiving  pupils. — There  shall  be  received  and 
gratuitously  supported  in  the  institution  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feeble-minded  children,  as  state  pupils,  who  shall  be  selected  from 
thoAe  whose  parents  or  guardians  are  unable  to  provide  for'  their 
support,  in  equal  numbers  as  far  as  may  be,  from  each  judicial 
district.  Such  additional  number  of  feeble-minded  children  as  can 
be  conveniently  accommodated  shall  be  received  into  the  institution 
on  such  terms  as  shall  be  just. 

If  the  number  of  feeble-minded  children  admitted  shall  not 
equal  the  capacity  of  the  institution,  such  additional  number  of 
nonteaehable  idiots  may  be  admitted  as  can  be  conveniently  ac- 
commodated. 

Feeble-minded  children  shall  be  received  into  the  institution 
upon  the  written  request  of  the  person  by  whom  they  are  sent, 
stating  the  name  in  full,  age,  place  of  nativity,  if  known,  the 
town,  city  or  county  in  which  each  resides,  and  whether  such 
child,  his  parents  or  guardian,  are  able  to  provide  for  his  support, 
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in  whole  or  in  part,  and  if  in  part  only  what  part,  the  degree  of 
relationship  or  other  cireinnstances  of  connection  between  him 
and  the  person  requesting  his  admission,  which  statement  must 
be  verified  by  tlie  aflSdavit  of  two  disinterested  persons  residents  of 
the  same  county  as  the  child  and  acquainted  with  the  facts  and 
circumstances  stated,  and  certified  to  be  credible  by  the  county 
judge  of  the  county. 

Such  judge  must  also  further  certify  that  such  child  is  an  eligible  j 

and  proper  candidate  for  admission  to  such  institution.  i 

Feeble-minded  children  may  also  be  received  into  such  institution  i 

upon  the  official  application  of  a  county  suj)erintendent  of  the  poor, 
or  the  commissioners  of  charity  of  a  city  of  the  state  having  such 
officers. 

In  the  admission  of  feeble-minded  children,  preference  shall  be 
given  to  poor  or  indigent  children  over  all  others,  and  to  such  as  are 
able  or  have  parents  able  to  support  them  only  in  part,  over  those 
who  are  or  who  have  parents  who  are  able  to  wholly  support  such 
children. 

§  69.  Discharge  of  state  pupils  and  payment  of  expenses.  — 
When  the  manager  shall  direct  a  state  pupil  to  be  discharged  from 
the  institution,  the  superintendent  thereof  may  return  him  to  the 
county  from  which  he  was  sent,  and  deliver  him  to  the  keeper  of 
the  alms-house  thereof,  and  the  superintendent  of  the  poor  of  the 
county  shall  audit  and  pay  the  actual  and  reasonable  expenses  of 
such  return.  If  any  town,  county  or  person  is  legally  liable  for  the 
support  of  such  pupil,  such  expenses  niay  be  recovered  by  action  in 
the  name  of  the  county  by  such  superintendent  of  the  poor.  If  the 
superintendent  of  the  poor  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  such  expenses 
on  demand,  the  treasurer  of  the  institution  may  pay  the  same  and 
charge  the  amount  to  the  county  ;  and  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
shall  pay  the  same  with  interest  after  thirty  days,  (»ut  of  any  funds 
in  his  bands  not  otherwise  appropiated  ;  and  the  snj^ervisors  shall 
raise  the  amount  so  paid  as  other  county  charges. 

§70.  Expense  of    clothing  state   pupils.  —  The   supervisors  of 
any  county  from  which  state  pupils  may  have  bqen  received  shall 
cause  to  be  raised  annually,  while  such  pupils  remain  in  the  insti- 
tution, the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  for  each  pupil,  for  the  purpose  of  I 
furnishing  suitable  clothing,  which  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  ' 
the  institution  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April. 
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The  superintendent  may  agree  with  the  parent,  guardian  or  com- 
mittee of  a  feeble-minded  child,  or  with  any  person,  for  the 
support,  maintenance  and  clothing  of  sueh  a  child  at  the  institu- 
tion, upon  such  terras  and  conditions  as  may  be  prescribed  in  the 
by-laws,  or  approved  by  the  managers.  Every  parent,  guardian, 
committee,  or  other  person  applying  for  the  admission  into  the  in- 
stitution of  a  feeble-minded  child  who  is  able,  or  whose  parents  or 
guardians  are  of  sufficient  ability  to  provide  for  his  maintenance 
therein,  shall  at  the  time  of  his  admission,  deliver  to  ihe  super- 
intendent an  undertaking,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved 
by  the  managers,  conditioned  for  the  payment  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  institution  of  the  amount  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  support, 
maintenance  and  clothing  of  such  feeble-minded  child,  and  for  the 
removal  of  such  child  from  the  institution  without  expense  thereto, 
within  twenty  days  after  the  service  of  the  notice  hereinafter 
provided.  If  such  child,  his  parents  or  guardians  are  of  sufficient 
ability  to  pay  only  a  part  of  the  ex|)en8e  of  supporting  and  main- 
taining him,  such  undertaking  shall  be  only  for  his  remoral  from 
the  institution  as  above  mentioned ;  and  the  superintendent  may 
take  security  by  note  or  other  written  agreement,  with  or  without 
sureties,  as  he  may  deem  proper,  for  such  part  of  such  expenses  as 
such  child,  his  parents  or  guardians  are  able  to  pay,  subject, 
however,  to  the  approval  of  the  managers  in  the  manner  that 
shall  be  prescribed  in  the  by  laws.  Notice  to  remove  a  pupil  shall 
be  in  writing,  signed  by  the  superintendent  and  directed  to  the 
parents,  guardians,  committee  or  other  person  upon  whose  request 
the  pupil  was  received  at  the  institution,  at  the  place  of  residence 
mentioned  in  such  request,  and  deposited  in  the  post-office  at 
Syracuse  with  the  postage  prepaid. 

If  the  pupil  shall  not  be  removed  from  the  institution  within 
twenty  days  after  service  of  such  notice  according  to  the  conditions 
of  the  agreement  and  undertaking,  he  may  be  removed  and  dis- 
posed of  by  the  superintendent  as  herein  provided,  in  relation  to 
state  pupils,  and  the  provisions  of  this  article  respecting  the  pay- 
ment and  recovery  of  the  expenses  of  the  removal  and  disposition 
of  a  state  pupil,  shall  be  equally  applicable  to  expenses  incurred 
under  this  section. 
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FORTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  TEE 


OV  THM 


Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 

Minded  Children, 


Fob  thb  Ybab  1898. 


SUPPLEM  ENT  AL. 


\ 


"To  the  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded 
Children: 

I  hereby  submit  for  your  conaMeration  a  report  by  Df .  Ales 
Hrdlicka,  Associate  in  Anthropology  of  the  Pathological  Insti- 
tute of  the  State  Hospitals  for  the  Insane,  of  a  series  of  anthropo- 
logical investigationB  made  at  this  institution  upon  my  invita- 
tion in  the  year  1897.  This  work  was  performed  in  a  most 
thorough  and  painfitaking  manner,  and  being,  as  far  as  I  know, 
the  first  of  its  kind  alone  relating  to  the  feeble-minded,  is  of  real 
scientific  value.  The  works  of  numerous  French  and  Italian 
authors  have  made  the  study  of  anthropology  of  such  interest 
and  prominence  within  recent  years,  that  it  is  sincerely  to  be 
hoped  arrangements  may  be  made  for  continuing  the  investiga- 
tions in  this  and  other  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded  so  au- 
spiciously begun  by  Dr.  Hrdlicka.  The  importance  and  advan- 
tages of  a  special  work  of  so  scientific  a  character  are  well  shown 
by  Dr.  H.  in  his  elaborate  and  exhaustive  report,  which  is  here- 
with respectfully  submitted  as  supplemental  to  my  annual  report 
for  the  year  1898. 

JAMES  0.  CABSON, 

Superintendent. 

Btbaousb,  Nbw  YpBKy  October  1,  1898. 


REPORT 


ON 


Anthropological  Work  in  the  State  Institution 


FOB 


Kebble»Minded  Childrkn, 

syracuse,  n.  y. 


By  Dr.  Albs  Hrdlioka. 


Preliminary  remarks:  The  work  alluded  to  in  the  title  con- 
sisted of  the  following  series  of  inquiries  and  examinations: 

A. 

Case-book  records*  on  1,000  inmates  of  the  Syracuse  Institution, 
supplemented  by  500  records,  relating  tQ  the  causes  of  the  mental 
deficiency,  from  the  Newark  State  Custodial  Ai^yliim  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Women.     The  above  records  cover  the  following  points: 

I.  FAMILY  CONDITIONS. 

(a)  Date  of  birth  (month,  season). 

(b)  Birthplace  of  the  patient  and  of  pairents. 

(c)  A  mature  or  a  premature  condition  of  the  child  at  birth. 

(d)  Num'ber  of  children  in  the  family  and  the  numerical  place 
of  the  patient  among  them. 

II.  ETIOLOGICAL  FACTORS. 

Age  at  which  the  mental  defect  appeared  in  the  children. 

(a)  Deceased  or  unknown-of  parents  at  the  date  of  admission 
of  the  child  to  the  institution  for  feeble-minded. 

(b)  Epilepsy  in  parents. 

(c)  Causes  of  death  of  deceased  parents. 

(d)  The  stated  causes  of  the  mental  defect  of  the  patient. 


*lt  will  ba  well  to  remark  her«  that  the  records  of  the  Syracase  State  Institation  forFeeble" 
Kinded,  although  not  perfeot,  are  neTertheleea  nmunaUy  complete  and  in  many  respects 
exemplary. 
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III.  CERTAIN  CONDITIONS  OP  PATIENTS  ON  AND  AFTER 

'  ADMISSION. 

(a)  Epileipsj. 

(b)  Paralyais. 

(c)  Speech  defects. 

B.    PHYSICAL  EXAMINATION. 
I.  REFLEXES. 

(a)  Iiideal  (light  accommodation). 

(b)  PateUap. 

(c)  Tickling  (soles,  axillae). 

II.  PHYSICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  STRUCTURES  IN 

THE  MOUTH. 

(a)  DentitLon. 

(b)  Denture. 

(c)  Alyeolar  arches. 

(d)  Hai^  palate. 

(e)  Uvula. 

These  inquiries  and  examinations  are  a  part  of  the  first  group 
of  anthropological  investigations  undertaken  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Pathological  Institute  of  the  New  York  State  Hospitals, 
on  a  series  of  normal  and  several  series  of  various  abnormal  in- 
dividuals (mainly  the  insane,  the  epileptics,  the  feeble-minded  and 
the  idiots).* .  . 

The  separate  publication  of  this  part  of  the  general  report  on 
the  entire  first  group  of  examinations  is  thought  advisable  for  the 
following  reasons:  (1)  The  work  in  the  insane  asylums  is  some- 
what belated,  on  account  of  its  magnitude,  and  .its  results  can 
not  appear  in  press  for  several  months  yet.  (2)  The  nature  of 
the  subjects  of  this  series  differs  considerably  from  that  of  the 
subjects  of  the  other  series  included  in  the  investigations.  The 
feeble-minded,  with  the  idiots,  are  subjects  with  more  or  less 
primary  and  persistent  deficiencies  of  the  higher  >brain  powers, 
while  the  insane  are  patients  in  whom  the  mental  powers  are 

*V.      Bvlletin  of  ilie  8tat«  Bospitals,  I,  1897,  Outline  of  the  scope  of  the  Bepftrtment  of 
JkBthropology  of  the  Pathologieal  loetitate. 


disiurhed^  moetly  but  temporarily,  and  those  who  have  suffered 
secondary  mental  deficienoies;  and  the  case  is  similar  with  the 
epileptics,  only  that  in  these  secondary  deficiencies  of  the  mental 
powers  are  yet  far  more  common  than  they  are  in  the  insane.  In 
addition,  many  of  the  feeble-minded  examined  were  children^ 
whereas  almost  all  the  subjects  of  the  other  abnormal  series  ex- 
amined were  adults.  (3)  This  part  of  the  work  published  alone 
will,  it  isl  hoped,  stimulate  more  the  interest  in  the  investigations 
on  the  important  classes  of  the  feeble-minded  and  the  idiotic,  and 
indirectly  on  young  subjects  in  general,  than  it  would  were  it 
published  together  with  the  investigations  on  other  .abnormal 
classes  of  individuals.  (4)  Finally,  this  paper  will  show  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  the  nature  of  the  final  report  on  the  entire  first  group 
of  anthropological  examinations.  > 

Before  proceeding  further,  I  beg  to  express  my  indebtedness 
to  the  superintendent  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children,  namely,  Dr.  J.  C.  Carson.  Whatever  may  be 
the  success  of  this  work,  it  will  be  largely  due  to  the  good  will 
and  the  aid  of  this  gentleman.  And  I  am  also  under  obligation 
to  the  authorities  of  the  Newark  State  Custodial  Asylum  for 
Feeble-Minded  Women,  for  the  records  to  which  I  have  already 
referred. 

The  examinations  at  Syracuse  were  conducted  wholly  by  my- 
self; nevertheless,  I  wish  to  express  my  acknowledgment  for  much 
valuable  aid  given  me  by  Dr.  Julia  St.  J.  Wygant,  the  resident 
assistant  physician,  and  to  Mr.  Clarence  A.  Perry,  a  student  of 
Cornell  University. 

It  is  not  thought  advisable,  and  indeed  it  would  not  be  feasible, 
to  make  any  divisions  in  the  data  on  the  basis  of  diagnosis,  as 
the  data  concerns  simply  various  grades  of  one  and  the  same  con- 
dition. There  is,  in  fact,  a  great  difference  between  certain  of  the 
inmates  of  the  Syracuse  Institution  and  some  of  the  inmates  of, 
for  instance,  the  Home  Custodial  Asylum  for  the  Idiotic;  but  a 
dividing  line,  before  which  we  should  find  only  the  feeble-minded 
and  beyond  which  only  the  idiot,  does  not  exist.  The  two  condi- 
tions blend,  imperceptibly,  gradually  together.      There  are  in- 
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mates  at  the  Borne  asylnm  for  the  idiots  who  can  hardly  be  said 
to  be  more  than  feeble-minded,  and  there  are  others  at  the  Syrar 
cuse  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded,  whom  it  is  impossible  to  term 
otherwise  than  idiots.  The  various  terms  by  which  different 
grades  of  the  mentally  defective  are  designated,  are  largely  but 
relative,  or  even  artificial,  and  do  not  amount  to  much  more,  ex- 
cept from  an  economical  standpoint  of  view,  than  would  similar 
divisions  amount,  when  applied  to  any  other  physical  or  mental 

m 

disorder  which  manifests  itself  with  various  gravity  in  different 
individuals. 

We  will  proceed  now  to  the  exposition  and  analysis  of  the 
records  obtained  at  the  Syracuse  State  Institution,'  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children. 

A. 
I.  FAMILY  CONDITIONS. 

(a)  Date  of  birth,  according  to  months  or  seasons: 
This  item  touches  upon  a  very  large,  complex  and  unsettled 
problem,  which  is  the  influence  of  meteorological  and  sociological 
conditions  ux)od  human  reproduction.  We  will  not  enter  here 
into  any  detailed  dissertation  on  this  subject;  nevertheless,  it  is 
necessary  to  briefly  state  a  few  facts,  in  order  that  the  very  in- 
quiry could  be  understood  by  the  reader.  It  is  generally  known 
that  in  by  far  the  greater  majority  of  mammals,  not  to  speak  of 
any  lower  animals,  the  sexual  functions  and,  in  consequence,  the 
births,  are  much  more  pre^lent,  if  not  restricted  to,  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year,  than  at  others.  There  is  a  number  of  known 
and  undoubtedly  some,  as  yet,  unknown  causes  for  this,  causes 
into  which  we  need  not  inquire  here.  The  question  which  pre- 
sents itself  to  the  anthropologist  is,  has  man  entirely  liberated 
himself  from  all  these  influences  which  affect  reproduction  in  the 
lower  animals,  or  is  he  still  subject,  and  if  so,  to  what  degree, 
and  under  what  circumstances  mostly  so,  to  any  of  these  influ- 
ences. When  we  come  to  consider  the  same  problem,  not  with 
the  whole  of  humanity,  or  a  whole  community,  but  a  special  well- 
defined  abnormal  class  of  any  kind  of  humanity  in  general,  or  of 
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any  large  community,  the,  above  question  is  augmented  by  the 
additional  consideration,  what  influence,  if  any,  does  the  abnor- 
mality of  the  class  of  individualfi  in  question  exercise  upon  the 
periodicity  of  reproductiyeness.  In  the  case  of  the  feeble-minded 
the  question  resolves  itself  thus:  We  know  that  the  feeble- 
minded are  born  prevalently  out  of  abnormal  parents  of  various 
sorts;  has  the  condition  of  these  parents  made  any  marked  im- 
pression upon  whatever  may  be  the  state  of  fluctuation  in  the 
birth  rates  at  the  various  seasons  or  months  in  the  general  popu- 
lation? I 

In  order  to  be  able  to  answer  the  foregoing  question  two  condi- 
tions are  necessary — .first,  sufficient  data  on  the  births  among  the 
general  population;  and,  second,  sufficient  number  of  birth 
records, of  the  feeble-minded  themselves.  But  both  these  condi- 
tions are,  in  this  case,  very  difficult  of  realization.  Our  investiga- 
tions on  the  feeble-minded  have  been  carried  on  only  in  New  York 

State,  and  hence  we  are  restricted  to  this  State  with  all  the  data 

§ 

required  to  satisfy  the  above  two  conditions.  I 

We^have  no  thorough  statistics  of  birth  records  of  the  general 
population  from  the  whole  State;  but  I  have  been  kindly  per- 
mitted to  utilize  the  data  of  New  York  city,  collected  by  the  New 
York  Board  of  Health,  and  I  can  present  these,  as  the  second  best, 
to  estaiblish  the  curves  of  the  birth  rates  of  the  general  popula- 
tion. As  to  the  feeble-minded,  the  difficulty  is  greater.  We  find, 
practically,  no  birth  records  of  the  patients  on  Randall's  Island 
and  in  Rome,  and  but  few  at  the  Newark  asylum,  so  that  we  are 
restricted  to  the  records  of  the  Syracuse  institution  alone,  and 
the  number  of  these  is  hardly  sufficient. 

I  will  present  the  material  at  my  disposal  for  what  it  may  be 
worth.  In  the  first  following  figure,  I  have  drawn  the  curves 
of  the  percentages  of  the  births  in  New  York  city;  and  the  second 
figure  represents  an  average  cun^e  of  five  years  on  the  general 
New  York  city  population,  and  two  curves  of  birth  percentages 
obtained  on  the  Syracuse  imbeciles.  In  one  of  these  last-men- 
tic  .led  curves,  all  the  feeble-minded  are  represented  on  whom  we 
have  fairly  reliable  statements  of  birth  dates;  but,  as  these  in- 
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elude  a  certain  number  of  children  who  may  have  been  bom  of 
normal  parents,  and  who  became  feeble-minded  as  a  result  of 
Bome  disease  or  accident,  I  have  drawn  another  curve,  which  rei>- 
resents  only  those  patients  whose  mental  defect  is  hereditary,  or 
where  the  cause  of  the  defect  is  not  known,  in  most  of  which  in- 
stances the  case  is  undoubtedly  also  hereditary. 
There  will  be  seen  in  the  figures: 

(1)  A  steady  curve  of  child-birth  in  New  York  city  with  a  well 
defined  minima  in  February,  April,  May  and  June,  and  an  equally 
decided  maximum  in  August. 

(2)  A  widely  different  state  of  curve  in  the  feeble-minded, 
with  pronounced  minima  in  January  and  in  June,  and  equally 
pronounced  maxima  in  May  and  December. 

(3)  The  elimination  of  these  feeble-minded,  in  whom  the  cause 
of  the  defect  was  stated  to  have  been  other  than  an  hereditary 
pi'edisposition  of  some  serious  nature,  does  not  materially  affect 
the  preceding  curve,  but  accentuates  it  in  all  its  prominent 
features. 

As  to  the  possible  significations  of  the  character  and  the  differ- 
ence of  the  three  main  curves,  I  would  not  like  to  enter  into  any 
discussion;  our  similar  data  on  other  abnormal  classes,  when 
ready,  may  perhaps  elucidate  the  whole  question. 

(b)  Birthplace  of  the  patients  and  of  their  parents: 

Out  of  one  thousand  cases,  in  241  the  birthplace  was  doubtful. 
Out  of  the  remaining  769,  720,  or  93.6  per  cent,  were  bom  in  the 
United  States,  whilst  49  of  the  patients  were  foreign  bom.  The 
distribution  of  the  foreign  born,  according  to  countries,  is  as 
follows:  Germany,  19;  England,  7;  Ireland,  5;  Canada,  4;  Russia, 
4;  Scotland,  2;  New  Zealand,  Mexico,  Poland,  Hungary,  Austria, 
Denmark,  Norway  and  Sweden,  each  one. 

The  above  record,  compared  with  the  population  of  the  State 
of  New  York  in  1890,  as  taken  by  the  eleventh  census,  appears 
as  follows:  There  were  in  1890  in  this  State  73.81  per  cent,  of 
native  born,  and  26.19  per  cent,  of  foreign  born  inhabitants.  The 
percentage  of  the  native-born  feeble-minded  is  thus  considerably 
higher  than  the  same  percentage  among  the  general  population* 
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Out  of  the  parents  of  the  patients  in  288  cases  both  the 
parents  were  native  born  (while  in  369  cases  the  birthplace  of 
one  or  both  remained  uncertain).  In  234  cases  both  of  the 
parents  were  foreign  born  (in  348  cases  again,  the  birthplace 
was  doubtful). 

Finally  in  91  cases  one  of  the  parents  Tvas  foreign  born  (with 
386  cases  doubtful).  These  proportions  compared  with  similar 
data  obtained  on  the  population  of  the  State  of  New  York,  are 
as  follows: 

Feeble-minded   of   (h» 
White  populaUon  of  the  Syracuse  State 

State  of  New  York.  InstUutioii. 

Both  parents  native,  about 43^^  46.9% 

Both  parents  foreign,  about 315^  38.1% 

One  parent  foreign,  about ?  14.8% 

These  last  figures  do  not  show  any  material  differences,  and 
this  whole  chapter  demonstrates  the  fact,  that  the  relative  pro- 
portions of  the  feeble-minded  to  the  total  population  is  not  at 
all,  or  but  very  slightly,  affected  by  immigration.  In  reality,  if 
we  exclude  the  49  cases  of  foreign-bom  feeble-minded  with  their 
parents,  we  find  a  somewhat  lower  percentage  of  foreigners,  with 
a  somewhat  higher  percentage  of  native-bom  parents  among 
the  imbeciles  than  among  the  general  population. 

(c)  Birth-term: 

In  419  out  of  the  1,000  cases  here  considered,  the  term  M  birth 
was  either  not  stated  or  the  statement  was  deemed  for  some 
reason  doubtful. 

Out  of  581  remaining  feeble-minded,  554,  or  95.3  per  cent,  were 
stated  to  have  been  born  at  nine  months  or  the  full  term,  while 
26,  or  nearly  4.5  per  cent.,  were  stated  as  born  at  less  than  nine 
months,  and  one  is  supposed  to  have  been  bora  at  ten  months. 

Out  of  the  premature-born  children,  there  were  born  at  8 
months,  12;  at  7J  months  1;  at  7  months,  8;  and  simply 
stated  at  less  than  nine  months,  5.  We  have  no  statistics  on 
the  normal  to  which  we  could  compare  these  results.  The  per- 
centage of  premature  births,  amounting  to  4.5  per  cent,  is  pro- 
bably somewhat  higher  than  we  would  find  among  ordinary 
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IK)pulatioii ;  nevertheless  this  point  cannot  at  present  be  decided. 

(d)  Birth-period  of  the  feeble-minded  with  relation  to  the  whole 
number  of  children  and  to  child-succession  in  the  family: 

In  283  cases  out  of  the  1,000  feeble-minded,  the  condition  of 
the  family  as  to  the  number  of  the  children  is  doubtful.  Out  of 
the  remaining  717,  in  59  cases,  or  8.2  per  cent.,  the  patient  was 
the  only  child  of  the  family.  In  210  cases,  or  29.3  per  cent.,  the 
patient  was  the  first  child;  in  176  cases,  he  was  the  second  child; 
in  215  cases,  or  30  per  cent.,  he  was  the  last  child.  In  375  cases 
there  were  more  children  in  the  family  than  one. 

The  above  data  are  of  a  certain  interest.  The  percentages  of 
the  only  children,  of  the  first  child,  and  of  the  last  child  in  the 
family,  are  certainly  higher  than  we  can  expect  to  find  among 
the  general  population.  This  is  ti'ue  especially  of  the  only  and 
the  first  child.  I  would  not  attach  much  importance  to  the  per- 
centage of  the  last  born  child,  for  the  following  reason:  All 
the  records  here  considered  were  obtained  at  the  admission  of 
the  patients  to  the  institution,  and  as  a  majority  of  the  patients 
at  the  time  of  their  admission  were  but  children,  there  is  a  strong 
possibility  that  in  not  a  few  cases  at  least  some  children  may 
have  been  born  after  the  statements  here  considered  were  made. 
The  significance  of  the  very  large  percentage  of  the  only  child 
and  the  first  child  among  the  feeble-minded  is  quite  obscure. 

There  are  certain  elements,  especially  of  a  pyschological 
nature,  which  are  more  apt  to  accompany  the  first  conception 
than  any  of  the  subsequent  ones,  and  these  elements  must  be 
given  a  due  consideration.  The  not  fully  mature  state  of  the 
mother  may  be  an  element  of  additional  value  in  some  cases. 
Injuries  of  the  child  at  birth  are  also  more  frequent  with  the 
first  child.* 


Note  (*) — I  owe  to  the  superintendetit,  Dr.  Carson,  the  interesting  information,  based  upon 
his  own  observation,  that,  in  the  cases  of  chilrlren  of  the  so-called  Mongolian  type,  which 
comprises  two  or  three  per  cent,  of  total  admissions,  in  about  75  per  cent,  of  the  instances,  the 
pupil  was  the  last  child  of  the  family.  To  present  actual  statiRtics,  among  29  cases  of  consee* 
utive  admist^ions  of  pupils  with  a  pronounced  Mongolian  type*  seventeen,  or  58.6  per  cent, 
were  the  last  child  of  the  family  ;  four,  or  14  per  cent,  were  the  next  to  the  last  child  ;  fouri 
or  14  per  cent,  were  the  first  child ;  and  only  three,  or  10  per  cent,  were  intermediate  children 
of  the  family. 
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n.  ETIOLOGY. 

The  Beginning  of  the  Mental  Weakness. 

In  578  cases  out  of  the  1,000  feeble-minded,  the  mental  defect 
is  stated  as  having  been  observed  in  very  early  life.  In  a  large 
proportion  of  these  caises^  the  child,  beyond  a  doubt,  was  born  an 
imbecile.  In  a  certain  percentage  of  cases,  however,  the  defect 
may  have  been  thus  early  acquired  by  injuries  during  delivery, 
and  by  infantile  accidents  or  disordera  In  252  cases  the  begin- 
ning of  mental  weakness  is  not  definitely  stated. 

Causes  of  Feelde-Minded/ness. 

It  would  be  misleading  to  expect  that  the  following  data  will 
give  us  an  absolutely  true  index  of  the  causes  of  the  mental  dis- 
orders of  the  inmates  of  the  Syracuse  institution.  The  data  w31 
comprise  only  such  causes  as  relatives  of  the  patients,  or  those 
who  knew  the  patients,  could  appreciate  and  state  at  the  moment 
of  commission  of  the  child  to  the  institution.  Hence  we  may 
be  certain  that  a  great  many  important  indirect  and  even  direct 
causes  of  the  mental  defect  have  not  been  stated.  Nevertheless, 
the  data  of  the  .Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded 
Children,  relating  to  the  causes  of  their  mental  condition  are 
unusually  full  and  thorough  for  institution  records,  and  the 
results  of  their  earef  ul  analysis  can  not  be  without  •considerable 
interest  and  importance.  <  I 

In  554  cases  out  of  the  1,000,  there  were  either  no  data  present 
or  the  statements  which  had  been  made  were  considered  uncer- 
tain,  and  hence  this  number  of  cases  is  to  be  eliminated  from  the 
following  considerations: 

From  the  remaining  446  records,  in  at  least  30  i>er  cent,  of  the 
cases,  the  causes  given  are  of  hereditary  nature.  In  fact  in 
ninety-five  cases  heredity  is  directly  stated  as  the  cause  of  the 
mental  defect  of  the  child.  In  eighteen  out  of  these  ninety-five, 
or  4  per  cent,  out  of  the  total  446  statements^  the  heredity  is  said 
to  be  "  direct,"  which  means,  at  least  in  the  majority  of  the  cases, 
so  far  as  I  could  find,  that  one  or  both  parents  of  the  child  were 
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also  feebIe-?Dinded.  Thecie  data  will  receive  more  attention  a 
little  further  in  this  report. 

(a)  Before  we  start  to  consider  the  stated  causes  of  the 
patients'  mental  defejcts  themselves,  it  will  be  well  to  introduce 
a  few  closely  related  data  concerning  the  parents.  (First  of  all, 
as  to  the  percentage  of  orphan  children  committed  to  the  institu- 
tion; in  other  words,  as  to  the  living  or  dead  parents  at  the  time 
of  the  admission  of  the  patient. 

Out  of  the  1,000  fathers,  345  were  living,  154  or  30.8  per  cent, 
of  those  of  whom  a  positive  knowledge  could  be  had  were  dead 
at  the  time  of  the  admission  of  the  child  to  the  asylum;  and  in 
556  oases  out  of  the  1,000  the  fate  of  the  father  was  unknown. 
Out  of  1,000  mothers,  362  were  living;  52,  or  12.5  per  cent,  of 
those  of  whom  a  positive  knowledge  could  be  had,  were  dead; 
and  the  fate  of  543  was  unknown.  Both  parents  of  admitted 
child  were  known  to  be  dead  in  thirty-one  cases. 

These  proportions  of  orphan  children  are  extremely  high.  They 
indicate  a  premature  decease  of  one  and  sometimes  of  both  of  the 
parents.  The  whole  phenomenon,  together  with  the  one  of  which 
we  will  speak  next,  implies  a  large  series  of  more  or  less  grave 
predispositions,  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  those  who  eventually 
constitute  the  class  of  imbeciles. 

The  great  percentages  of  cases  of  both  the  fathers  and  the 
mothers,  of  whose  fate  nothing  is  known  to  the  relatives  and 
to  the  authorities  who  assist  in  the  formation  of  the  certificate 
of  admission,  is  of  further  importance,  besides  being  very  inter- 
esting sociologically.  Where  jpi  person  has  disappeared,  so  that 
neither  the  authorities  nor  the  relatives  know  his  whereabouts, 
there  can  be  but  a  few  causes  of  such  a  disappearance.  In  prob- 
ably the  majority  of  the  cases,  the  individual  is  dead,  or  entirely 
destitute. 

In  other  cases  important  social  reasons  keep  the  person  apart 
from  those  who  knew  him  before,  and  these  social  causes  are 
generally  of  a  nature  which  reflects  no  credit  on  the  individual's 
character.  In  only  a  few  remaining  cases  will  the  causes  of  the 
disappearance  of  the  person  from  those  who  knew  him,  be  of  an 
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indifferent  nature,  that  i%,  such  as  will  not  throw  any  immoral  or 
other  shadow  on  the  indiyidual. 

(b)  We  will  next  turn  our  attention  to  those  of  the  parents  of 
the  feeble-minded  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution,  who  were 
still  living  and  known  at  the  time  of  the  commitment  of  the 
patient.  The  number  of  these,  we  have  seen^  was  not  large.  The 
admission  papers  contain  but  a  single  question  with  reference  to 
these  parents,  which  is  of  importance  in  this  connection,  and  that 
is,  an  inquiry  after  epilepsy.  As  a  result  of  this  inquiry,  we  find 
the  statements  that  13,  or  3.8  per  cent,  of  the  living  fathers, 
and  14,  or  3.9  per  cent,  of  the  living  mothers,  have  had,  or 
still  have,  some  sort  of  fits,  or  a  genuine  epilepsy.  These  pro- 
portions are,  of  course,  very  considerable^  and  they  are  certainly 
below  the  reality,  for  in  many  cases  of  the  living  parents  we  find 
no  answer  whatever  to  the  inquiry  about  epilepsy. 

(c)  Concerning  the  dead  parents,  we  are  so  fortunate  as  to  find 
the  death  causes  stated  in  99  of  the  fathers  and  95  of  the  mothers. 
These  statements  are  very  remarkable.  They  demonstrate  that 
certain  conditions  leading  to  the  death  of  an  individual  are  very 
frequent  among  the  parents  of  the  feeble-mdnded,  far  more  so 
than  among  the  general  population.  They  demonstrate  further, 
that  in  the  majority  of  the  cases  of  the  dead  parents  of  the  feeble- 
minded, the  death  cause  has  been  of  such  a  nature  as  to  indicate 
that  the  father's  or  mother's  constitution  was  deeply  affected 
for  a  long  time  previous,  in  other  words,  that  one  or  the  other 
parent  was  of  such  a  physical  constitution  as  would  be  most 
liable  to  propagate  hereditary  defects  of  a  serious  nature  to  his 
or  her  offspring. 

I  find  that  the  causes  of  death  of  these  people  can  be  oonven- 
iently  arranged  into  three  groups.  The  first  group  including 
causes  closely  related  to  the  nervous  system;  the  second  group 
including  constitutional  and  other  diseases;  and  the  third  group 
including  infections  and  accidents.  There  are  no  great  differ- 
ences of  percentage  between  these  groups  in  the  two  sexes.  To 
the  causes  of  the  first  group  are  attributable  15,  or  15.1  per  cent, 
deaths  in  the  male,  and  12,  or  12.6  per  cent,  in  the  female;  to  the 
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causes  of  the  second  group  66,  or  66.7  per  cent,  in  fhe  male,  and 
60,  or  63.2  per  cent  in  the  female;  and  to  the  oanses  otthe  third 
groap  18,  or  18.2  per  cent,  in  the  male,  and  23,  or  24.2  per  oent. 

in  the  female     In  detail,  the  oaoBeB  ot  death  in  the  two  sexes 

are  as  foUowB: 

Qboup  I. 

Bnicide 8  1 

Sudden  death 1  0 

Apoplexy 1  3 

Cerebral-paralysifl 2  1 

Brain  daaea«e 1  0 

Brain  fever 0  1 

Insanity.  .  .  .7 2  2 

Prostration 1  1 

Nervous  disease 0  1 

Sunstroke 1  0 

Alcoholism 3  2 

Oboup  II. 

>  ICale.   •  Female. 

Oonsfumption 20  32 

Heart  disease 11  5 

Angina  peot .^  1  1 

Cardiac-dropsy 0  1 

Dropsy 1  2 

Bright's  disease 4  1 

Liver  disease 1  0 

Blheumatism 2  1 

Aneurism 0  1 

Eadney  disease 0  1 

Lung  trouble 0  1 

Typhoid 7  3 

Pneumonia 8  3 

Peritonitis 2  5 

Bowel  disease 1  0 

Yellow  fever 2  0 
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Male. 

DipMheria 1 

Scarlet  fever 0 

Fever 0 

Ulcer  of  fltomacli 1 

Gall  stones 0 

Cancer 0 

Senility 2 

Rapture 1 

Starvation 1 

Group  III. 

I 

Killed 

Drowned 

Blood-poison 

Peritonitis 

Puerperium 

Ekslampsia 

Ovarian  operation 


Female. 

1 

1 
1 

0 

1 

4 
0 
0 
0 


Mate. 

Wnala. 

15 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

18 

0 

1 

0 

1 

It  is  not  necessary  to  comiment  very  broadly  on  the  above  data; 
the  14  per  cent,  of  death  causes  concerning  directly  the  nervous 
system  speak  for  themselv^,  and  they  are  still  a  considerable 
underestimate  of  this  category  of  death  causes  among  the  parents 
of  the  feeble-minded. 

There  are  three  or  four  items  in  the  list  which  deserve  a  special 
notice.    The  most  important  of  these  is  consumption. 

It  is  quite  well  appreciated  that  tuberculosis  plays  a  large  part 
as  a  cause  of  death  in  the  relatives  of  various  abnormal  classes 
of  individuals,  in  other  words,  that  it  is  an  important  factor  in 
heterogenous  heredity.  I  had  an  occasion,  in  1896,  to  emphasize 
this  point,  in  relation  with  the  insane.*    Nevertheless  the  great 


^American  Journal  of  Insanity,  1. 1898 ;  alio  86th  Annual  Report  of  the  Mlddletown  State 
Hoepital,  1890,  p.  IGO  et  aeq. 
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In  113  cases  finally,  or  in  18.9  per  cent,  of  the  total,  the  pre- 
disposition is  defined  more  closely.  The  following  is  a  systematic 
arrangement  of  these  interesting  records: 


stated  PredisposiDg  Cause. 


Gonsan^amity  of  pareuts 15 

iDoest-cDildreu 3 

Parents  paupers 4 

Parents  deprayed 7 

Mother  disrepatable 3 

Father  hung  for  murder 1 

Father  insane 4 

Mother  insane 7 

Parents  aleoholio 2 

Father  aleoholie 2 

Mother  alcoholic 6 

Conoeiyed  in  dmnkeuues^ 1 

Mother  opium  eater 1 

Mother  immature  (12  or  13  years  old) 1 

Mother's  efforts  at  abortion 1 

Some  serious  affect  of  the  mother  daring 

pregnancy. 55 


Per  cent,  from  the 
total  of  statements. 


=18,  or  3% 
=15,  or  2.5% 
«.ll,  or  1.8% 

=12,  or     2% 


or  9.2% 


Per  cent,  from 
the  total  of 
stated  heredi- 
tary causes. 


orie^- 

or  13.3% 
or  10% 

or  10.6%- 


or  48.7%- 


The  whole  above  table  is  sadly  incomplete,  nevertheless  it  is 
instructive.  Depravity,  insanity,  drunkenness,  crime,  incest^ 
pauperism,  besides  feeble-mindedness  itself,  and  epilepsy, 
which  last  condition  we  have  not  even  touched  upon  here,  those 
are  the  characters  of  a  large  number  of  the  parents  of  the  men- 
tally defective.  We  have  no  data  as  to  prostitution  in  the 
mother,  but  a  number  of  the  patients  are  recorded  as  illegitimate 
children. 

The  last  item  in  the  above  table  requires  a  little  special  con- 
sideration. As  we  see  from  this  record,  in  almost  half  of  all 
the  cases  where  the  existing  predisposition  is  si)ecifled  it  is  stated 
that  some  effect  of  an  accident  to  the  mother,  during  her  preg- 
nancy with  the  child  in  question,  resulted  in  such  a  predisposi- 
tion^ The  belief  that  various  affects,  especially  shocks,  and  vari- 
ous accidents  of  a  more  tangible  nature  happening  to  a  pregnant 
woman,  can  influence  the  foetus  through  the  mother,  is  very  old 
and  almost  universal,  but  it  has  never  as  yet  been  clearly  demon- 
strated how  much  truth,  if  any,  there  is  in  this  vulgar  supposi- 
tion. It  is  easy  to  conceive  how  a  serious  disease,  or  any  pro- 
longed debility,  or  serious  disturbance  of  the  nervous  system 
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of  the  mother,  may  afifect  the  child  in  her  womb,  a  child  which 
is  entirely  dependent  an  her  for  its  nutrition.  It  is  also  not  im- 
possible that  a  severe  blow  may  not  reach  and  injure  the  foetus; 
but  when  we  come  to  the  question  of  the  effects  of  single  shocks, 
or  a  momentary  fright  of  the  mother  upon  the  foetus  and  par- 
ticularly when  this  happens  near  the  end  of  the  pregnancy,  when 
the  foetus  is  almost  fully  evolved,  the  case  becomes  very  hypo- 
thetical and  uncertain.  There  are  certainly  numerous  mothers  who 
have  undergone  such  shocks  or  frights,  and  who,  if  they  have  not 
aborted  in  consequence,  have  given  birth  to  entirely  normal  chil- 
dren. I  am  inclined  to  consider  many  of  the  above  causes  of  this 
order  rather  as  misconceptions  than  realities.  The  average 
mother  believes  in  a  very  much  more  intimate  connection  of  her 
unborn  child  with  herself  than  there  really  exists.  iSuch  a 
mother  takes  generally  very  little  interest  in  the  troubles  of  any 
further  than  her  most  immediate  relatives,  and  she  is  far  from 
knowing  that  a  crazy  aunt  or  a  drunkard  uncle,  of  herself  or  of 
her  husband,  may  be  an  indication  of  a  very  serious  nature  con- 
cerning the  welfare  of  her  own  children.  This  mother  receives 
some  shock  or  injury  during  some  part  of  her  pregnancy.  All 
the  women  around,  and  perhaps  even  her  physician,  tell  her  or 
have  told  her  before,  of  how  serious  consequences  such  an 
accident  may  be  to  her  child.  Granted  the  child  is  born  in  any 
way  defective,  is  it  not  more  natural  for  the  mother  to  blame  the 
cause  which  affected  directly  herself,  the  child's  only  protectrix 
before  its  birth,  during  the  pregnancy,  than  her  or  her  husband's 
grandfather  and  grandmother?  We  have  a  striking  illustration 
of  this  point  in  the  statement  concerning  one  of  the  Newark 
patients.  As  a  cause  of  the  imbecility  of  this  child,  the  mother 
claims,  that  while  carrying  it,  she  was  frightened  by  an  idiotic 
person.  But  the  same  patient  has  an  insane  aunt,  and  a  feeble- 
minded sister,  both  of  which  facts  were  considered  secondary 
to  the  fright  of  the  mother.  And  some  such  circumstances  would 
be  found,  I  am  quite  confident  from  my  inquiries  into  the  subject, 
in  the  majority  of  the  cases  of  this  order. 

Among  the  55  cases  where  some  accident  to  the  mother  during 
the  pregnancy  has  been  recorded  as  the  cause  of  the  imbecility 


of  the  child,  fright  was  stated  ta  have  been  such  aa  accident  in 
23,  or  almost  a  half,  of  the  cases.  The  32  remaining  statements^ 
many  of  whom  are  more  worthy  of  our  attention,  were  specified 
as  follows: 

Tuberculosis  during  pregnancy 1 

Fever  and  ague  during  pregnancy 1 

A  serious  si<;kness  during  pregnancy 2 

Mother  physically  injured  during  pregnancy 5 

Mother  abused  during  pregnancy 3 

Mother  very  weak  during  pregnancy 1 

A  shock  to  mother  during  pregnancy 1 

Mental  troubles  of  mother  during  pregnancy 2 

"  Troubles  "  of  mother  during  pregnancy 2 

Anxiety  of  mother  during  pregnancy 9 

Grief  of  mother  during  pregnancy 1 

Mind  affected  during  pregnancy 1 

Depreseion  during  pregnancy 1 

Overtaxation  during  pregnancy 2 


Some  of  these  stated  conditions  may  have  dated  from  before 
the  conception. 

So  much  for  parental  direct  heredity  and  for  the  earliest 
acquisitions.  As  a  little  supplement  to  these,  I  am  enabled  to 
present  a  few  data  as  to  collateral  and  indirect  heredity.  I  found 
statements  to  this  effect  in  52  of  the  Newark  patients.  Out  of 
these  52  cases,  there  were  cases  of  insanity  in  the  patient's  family 
in  15  instances,  out  of  which  five  were  in  one  or  more  brothers 
and  sisters;  in  34  instances  there  were  feeble-minded  or  idiots 
in  the  relation,  and  21  out  of  these  were  in  one  or  more  brothepa 
and  sisters.  One  patient's  sister  was  a  prostitute;  another's 
brother  is  a  criminal;  and  still  another's  grandmother  is  an 
opium  eater. 

The  individual  causes  of  feeble-mindedness  are  at  least  as  in- 
structive as  the  hereditary  causes,  and  they  are  of  more  impor- 
tance to  the  physician  than  these  latter;  being  as  they  are  mostly 
diseases  and  accidents,  they  touch  the  physician  closer,  and  it  is 
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with  them  where  he  can  best  and  earliest  exercise  his  preventive 
measures. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  individual  causes  in  question  should 
undoubtedly  be  looked  at  sls  only  the  exciting^  and  not  the  whole 
causes,  or  perhaps  as  only  collateral  manifestations  of  the  im- 
becility. I  consider  as  the  main  among  such  causes,  epilep&y  and 
convulsive  disorders.  But  there  is  yet  remaining  a  fair  number 
of  instances,  where  a  child  was  healthy  up  to  perhaps  its  sixth, 
seventh  or  even  tenth  and  eleventh  year,  and  then  it  suddenly, 
after  a  disease  or  an  injury  of  some  kind,  became  mentally  defec- 
tive. It  is  still  probable  that  there  existed  in  such  a  child  some 
latent  bad  predisx)Oflition.  1  gave  some  time  ago  special  aften- 
tion  to  traumatic  insanities  and  I  could  in  a  great  majority  of 
such  trace  some  bad  family  history  of  the  patient,  which  might 
alone  have  at  some  time  been  suflScient  to  condition  a  mental 
disorder;  and  we  may  possibly  find  a  much  similar  state  of 
affairs  with  the  feeble-minded.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  I  met 
with  a  few  instances  among  these  latter,  where  bad  hereditary 
influences  were  either  very  feeble,  or  apparently  entirely  want- 
ing, and  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  certain  small  percentage  of  cases  where  the  mental 
defect  is  a  pure  acquisition.  By  all  nueans^  this  class  of  im- 
beciles deserves  the  more  immediate  attention  of  the  physician. 

The  individual  causes  can  be  presented  to  advantage,  in  a 
similar  way  as  were  the  hereditary  causes,  in  the  form  of  a 
proper  classiflcation.  The  total  number  of  instances  where  such 
causes  were  given  is  306,  or  a  little  more  than  a  half  of  the  total 
statements  found  in  the  records  of  the  1,500  patients.  This  num- 
of  supposedly  acquired  cases  is  certainly  excessive  and  is  alone 
a  proof  that  many  here  stated  agencies  are  but  the  exciting  and 
secondary  causes  of  feeble-mindedness;  should  it  not  be  so,  the 
imbeciles  and  idiots  would  be  far  more  numerous  than  they  are 
at  present.  Besides  this,  the  nature  of  many  of  the  stated  causes 
of  imbecility  shows  plainly  alone,  that  they  themselves  might 
have  been  in  many  instances  only  the  collateral  manifestations 
of  some  more  general  and  pre-existent  pathological  state  of  the 
nervous  system,  which   state   eventually   conditioned  also   the 


24 


feeble-mindedness.    A  glance  at  the  subjoined  table  will  demon- 
strate these  contentions: 
The  supposed  individual  causes  of  feeble-mindednesB: 


Cases 
CoQVQlsionB  of  some  land,  in  infancj  or 

early  cbildhood 55 

Epilepsy   21 

Chorea 3 

Brain  fever 8 

Meningitis 10 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 2 

Paralysis  of  some  kind 10 

Sunstroke 2 

Cerebral  anesmia 1 

Some  brain  affection 4 

Hydrocepbalas   14 

Microcephaly 1 

Some  nervous  trouble 1 

Accidents  of  teething 11 

Fright 6 

1 

1 

1 


Per  cent,  from  the 

total  of 

statements. 


1- 


J 


76,  or  12.7% 


>  M57,  orll.1% 


Nervousness 
Forcible  seclusion 
Forcible  isolation 

Masturbation 

III  nourishment . . 

Neglect  2 

Opiates  6 

Opinm  habit 1 

Alcoholism 2 

Strong  medicine 2 

Tobacco  abuse 1 

Injury  at  birth 6 

Fall 37 

Blow  on  the  head 2 

Blow  on  the  chest 1 

Abuse 3 

Burn  1 

Exposure  to  heat 1 

Operation 1 

Button  in  nose 1 

Cork  in  nose 1 

Lightning  stroke 1 

Drowning 1 

Scarlet  fever 30 

Diphtheria 6 

Croup 2 

Measles  6 

Mpasles  and  typhoid 2 

Variola 2 

"Whooping  cough 
Cholera  infantum 
Cholera  morbus.. 
Infant  diseases. .. 

Malaria 

Fever  and  ague  .. 

Rickets   , 

Rheumatism 

''Fever" 9  ' 

«*8ickues»" 14  , 


=15,  or   2.5% 


=11,  or   1.9% 


>  =55,  or   9.2% 


>  =82,  or  13.7% 


Per  cent,  from 

the  total  of 
acquired  caaea. 


or  24.8% 


or  21.9% 


or   4.95^ 


or   3.6% 


or  18% 


or  26.8% 
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Seventy-six  cases  due  to  convulsive  disorders  or  to  epilepsy; 
227  patients,  out  of  the  whole  of  969  records  from  Syracuse,  had 
epilepsy  or  some  other  convulsions;  20  epileptic  patients  found 
among  only  the  casual  of  the  Newark  records.  These  are  proofs, 
and  that  yet  very  incomplete  proofs,  of  the  formidable  relations 
of  imbecility  with  convulsive  tendencies  and  with  epilepsy.  At 
this  junction  there  comes  forcibly  into  one's  mind  the  picture 
of  the  ordinary  epileptic  dementia,  and  there  appears  to  be  so 
much  similarity  between  it  and  the  state  of  at  If  ast  some  of  the 
imbeciles,  that  it  is  imxKXssible  to  contrast  the  two  sufficiently. 
I  studied  the  Oraig  CJolony  epileptic  inmates  right  after  the  feeble- 
minded of  Syracuse,  and  but  for  the  symptoms  of  active  epilepsy, 
I  could  not  see  in  many  of  the  former  but  almost  exact  counter- 
parts of  the  latter.  This  report  is  no  suitable  place  for  hyjwthe- 
flis,  but  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed,  on  the  basis  of  the  above  stated 
facts,  supplemented  with  my  personal  observations,  and  by  the 
record  of  heredity,  a  reflection:  Do  not  at  least  some  of  the 
feeble-minded  represent  but  a  further,  earlier,  perhaps  congenital 
form  of  epileptic  dementia? 

Brain  and  nervous  diseases  come  almost  naturally  for  a  large 
share  among  the  causes  of  imibecility.  It  could  hardly  be  ex- 
pected that  such  a  severe  brain  affection  as  meningitis,  or  a 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  would  not  leave  behind  some  perma- 
nent brain  weakening.  The  case  is,  however,  different  with  such 
affections  as  chorea,  paralysis,  and  especially  the  nervous  irrita- 
tion of  teething;  with  these  causes  there  were  probably  some 
others,  unobserved.  The  same  may  be  also  said  of  probably  all 
the  cases  of  the  third  division. 

A  very  interesting  item  of  the  table  is  the  fourth  group  of 
causes,  which  comprises  opium,  alcohol  and  tobacco.  I  do  not 
think  we  can  give  much  weight  to  the  two  statements  where 
strong  medicines  should  have  produced  the  mental  defect;  the 
real  cause  in  these  cases  was  in  all  probability  the  disease  for 
which  so  "  strong  "  medicines  had  to  be  administered.  The  fact 
is  different,  however,  when  we  come  to  opium.  In  one  of  these 
cases  we  have  a  clear  and  reliable  testimony  that  the  mother 
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Case  88,  Newark  Cnstodial  Asylum,  became  feeble-minded  after 

meningitis,  at  eleven  years. 
Case  434,  Newark  Cnstodial  Asylum,  became  feeble-minded  after 

sickness,  at  eleven  years. 
Case  144,  Newark  Custodial  Asylum,  became  feeble-minded  after 

diphtheria,  at  nine  years.  ' 

Case  388,  Newark  Custodial  Asylum,  became  feeble-minded  after 

cholera  infantum,  at  six  years. 

In  connection  with  these  cases  we  have  a  few  valuable  indica- 
tions which  show  that  some  form  of  serious  heredity  can  be  latent 
in  a  child  and  develop  under  provocation  into  feeble-mindedness. 
The  most  noticeable  example  of  this  is  the  above  case  434,  of 
the  Newark  Custodial  Asylum.  This  girl,  who  is  now  only  four- 
teen years  old,  is  stated  to  be  feeble-minded  only  since  she  was 
eleven;  the  rest  of  her  record  informs  us  that  two  nieces  of  her 
father  are  weak-minded  or  insane.  The  predisposition  the  girl 
carried  was  probably  quite  feeble,  but  it  became  sufficiently 
strengthened  by  the  effects  of  the  sickness,  and  the  result  of  both 
together  was  the  mental  defect  which  she  bears  at  present. 

The  question  as  to  how  far  the  morbid  state  of  the  individual 
patients  .corresponds  with  the  gravity  of  their  predisposition  could 
not  be  well  ascertained  during  my  examination,  principally  on 
account  of  the  lack  or  uncertainty  of  the  data  about  many  of 
the  patients.  One  thing  can  be  said,  however,  and  that  is,  that 
not  all  of  the  apparently  acquired  cases  are  of  a  lighter  char- 
acter, nor  are  all  the  hereditary  ones  of  the  gravest  nature.  But 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  learn  yet  in  this  direction. 

If  we  examine  some  of  the  fuller  statements  about  the  feeble- 
minded, we  come  occasionally  across  an  instance  where  the  heredi- 
tary influences  are  so  great  with  a  patient  that  he  can  not  pos- 
sibly be  looked  at  otherwise  than  as  one  of  the  final  steps  by 
which  nature  eliminates  the  family  by  a  progressive  degenera- 
tion.   For  example: 

Case  46,  Newark*  State  Custodial  Asylum. — "Father  and  mother 
were  first  cousins;  father's  brother  an  idiot;  mother's ! brother 
weak-minded." 


Case  155,  same  institution. — "  Father  a  chronic  invalid;  mother 
a  confirmed  drunkard;  sister  insane." 

'Case,  262,  same  institution. — "  Is  from  a  pauper  race,  being  a 
representative  of  the  fourth  generation  of  paupers;  her  child,  and 
an  illegitimate  one  of  a  (sister's,  being  the  fifth  generation." 

Oasei  324,  same  institution. — ^^  Weak-minded  from  birth.  The 
family  to  which  she  belongs  are  very  weak-minded  from  three 
generations." 

Case  341,  same  institution. —  '^Bad  habits;  masturbation; 
mother  not  bright;  grandmother  insane;  aunt  had  fits." 

And  this  list  could  be  prolonged  even  from  our  scarce  data.  It 
is  probably  on  most  of  the  feeble-minded  of  this  nature  where  all 
the  physician's  efforts  are  and  will  ever  be  lost. 

There  remains  only  one  item  on  which  we  have  a  few  data, 
which  may  be  properly  considered  in  this  connection,  and  that  is 
the  fate  of  the  progeny  of  the  feeble-minded.  We  have  seen  al- 
ready that  many  of  the  patients  had  weak-minded  parents;  we 
can  supplement  this  category  with  a  few  facts  observed  directly 
on  the  patients  themselves.  And  here  before  all  it  is  necessary 
to  remark  that  the  adult  i female  imbecile  is  almost,  as  a  rule, 
more  or  less  of  a  sexual  libertine.  In  some  cases  the  woman  will 
simply  yield  herself  to  whoever  may  wish  her,  without  apprecia- 
tion of  what  she  is  doing.  iShe  will  have  children,  as  long  as  she 
is  not  in  the  proper  institution,  with  anybody — ^a  brother  (case 
58,  Newark  Custodial  Asylum),  or  an  entire  stranger,  and  "  she 
knows  not,  nor  cares,  who  is  the  father  of  the  children."  It,i» 
probably  one  of  such  cases  of  which  we  find  the  following  record 
in  the  {Newark  Custodial  Asylum  (case  258) :  "  She  wandered 
around  the  country  and  had  children  as  rapidly  as  possible." 
Among  the  500  records  of  this  custodial  asylum  we  find  that 
eighteen  women  are  marked  as  having  had  children,  five  as  mar- 
ried and  thirteen  as  unmarried;  and  these  data  are  considerably 
beneath  the  reality.  These  are  facts  which  will  be  very  available 
once  in  the,  study  of  the  common  prostitute.  But  there  are  other 
feeble-minded  women  who  manifest  real  immoral  tendencies;  we 
have  notes  on  nineteen  such  among  the  500  Newark  cases.    These 
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patients  correspond  more,  I  think,  to  the  masturbation  cases  in 
the  male;  they  are  mostly  more  serious  cases,  and  not  so  liable  to 
have  progeny  as  the  previous. 

In  most  of  the  18  patients  with  children,  no  mention  is  made 
about  these;  but  in  at  least  four  instances,  we  have  distinct  and 
characteristic  records,  whi<;h  read  as  follows:    i 

"  Had  three  children,  all  of  a  low  order  of  intelligence;" 

"  Has  a  child;  4  years  old,  imbecile;" 

•^'  A  child  in  insane  asylum,  one  with  her,  two  dead; "  and 

"  Three  children,  all  dead." 

The  state  of  the  progeny  of  the  feeble-minded  will,  it  will  be 
seen,  do  but  a  little  honor  or  service  to  society,  and  this  should 
make  most  strenuous  efforts  to  hinder  similar  untoward  pro- 
duction. There  is  necessity  for  a  much  greater  supervision  of 
the  poor  and  county  houses.  It  is  a  shame  for  society  and  for 
the  medical  profession,  when  a  half-idiot  woman  who  has  been 
so  from  birth,  is  allowed  to  have,  in  a  poor-house,  under  the 
public  care,  "  four  or  five  children  during  her  stay  there  "  (c.  73 
!N.  C.  A.);  and  this  is  by  no  means  an  isolated  instance. 

So  much  for  the  more  direct  factors  of  the  etiology  of  feeble- 
mindedness. What  I  have  been  able  to  present  here  is  only  an 
outline  of  the  real  conditions  and  is  far  from  embodying  all  the 
real  facts.  It  is  impossible  to  properly  study  the  etiology  of 
any  class  of  abnormal  individuals  from  their  ease-book  records, 
but  this  is  particularly  difficult  to  do  with  the  imbecile  and  the 
idiot,  who  are  often  friendless  or  orphans,  and  about  whom  no- 
body takes  the  trouble  to  investigate.  And  yet,  what  can  be  of 
more  importance  to  us  in  our  effort  to  know,  to  hinder  the  multi- 
plication of,  and  to  ameliorate  these  individuals,  than  a  most 
thorough  knowledge  of  their  etiology?  It  seems  to  me  it  is  here 
where  lies  the  most  important  duty  of  the  authorities  who  deal 
with  the  feeble-minded,  and  that  this  duty  consists  of  using  every 
means  at  the  disposal  of  such  authorities,  to  promulgate  the 
study  of  the  causes  of  those  mental  wrecks,  who  are  under  their 
direction.  I  hope  to  return  to  this  point  again  in  my  conclusion 
remarks. 
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III.  CERTAIN  CONDITIONS  OF  PATIENTS  ON  AND 

AFTER  ADMISSION. 

Before  we  arrive  at  the  data  which  I  have  obtained  on  the 
feeble-minded  by  direct  examinations,  I  should  like  to  introduce 
a  few  other  case-book  records.  These  records  are  from  the  Syra- 
cuse State  Institution;  they  were  made  partly  in  the  institution 
itself,  that  is,  while  the  patients  were  under  observation,  and 
they  reflect  a  little  on  the  general  pathology  of  the  class  of  beings 
under  consideration.  Even  here,  however,  the  data  will  for 
many  reasons  be  largely  incomplete. 

(a)  The  first  points  inquired  into,  and  on  which  some  data  have 
been  already  briefly  stated,  were  convulsive  disorders  and  epi- 
lepsj  in  the  patients.  We  obtained  the  appalling  record  of  con- 
vulsive disorders  of  some  kind  having  been  observed  in  159,  or 
16.4  per  cent.,  and  fully  developed  epilepsy  in  additional  68,  or 
7  per  cent,  out  of  the  total  number  of  cases,  namely  969,  about 
whom  there  are  any  records  at  all  in  the  case-book.  This  item 
alone  ought  to  be  subjected  to  a  further  thorough  investigation. 

(b)  The  next  point  I  tried  to  ascertain  was  the  proportion  of 
various  paralytic  disorders  of  the  Syracuse  feeble-minded  as  re- 
corded in  the  case-books.  In  the  examination  of  the  patients, 
I  came  frequently  over  cases  with  paralyses,  or  more  commonly 
with  remnants  of  same,  but  I  did  not  try  to  establish  any  statis- 
tics of  these,  as  it  was  my  purpose  to  give  this  item  a  separate 
and  thorough  attention  later.  The  1,000  perused  consecutive 
case-book  records  gave  us  101,  or  a  little  above  10  per  cent,  of 
instances  where  some  paralysis  was  observed.  Among  these  101 
patients,  21  are  specified  as  having  had  hemiplegia;  5  paraplegia, 
3  facial  paralysis,  2  paralysis  of  the  tongue,  and  1  each  infantile 
paralysis,  "  inco-ordination  of  movements,"  ptosis,  and  a  partial 
paralysis  of  the  arms.  In  66  cases  the  nature  of  the  paralysis 
was  not  specified.  We  have  no  statements  whatever  about  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  various  cases  of  i>aralysis  devel- 
oped. But  we  find,  in  40  cases,  a  statement  of  either  what  was 
associated  with  the  paralysis,  or  what  was  regarded  as  the  cause 
of  the  mental  defect  of  the  child,  and  these  statements  may 
prove  instructive.    Thus, 
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In  fifteen  instances  the  same  child  had  aleo  conyulsions  or  epi- 
lepsy.   ' 

n  three  instances  it  had  hydrocephalus. 

n  three  instances  it  had  a  fall. 

n  one  instance  it  was  an  opium  fiend,  and  in  two  others  it  re- 
ceived a  large  amount  of  opiates. 

n  one  instance  the  child  was  an  aicoholio. 

n  two  instances  the  cause  of  the  mental  defect  is  stated  to  have 
been  measles. 

n  one  instance  scarlatina. 

n  one  instance  scarlatina  and  chorea. 

n  two  instances  soone  injury. 

n  one  instance  some  injury  at  birth. 

n  one  instance  lightning  stroke  left  a  paralysis  of  the  tongue^ 

n  one  instance  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

n  one  instance  operation. 

n  one  instance  whooping  cough. 

n  one  instance  brain  disease. 
And  in  one  each,  fever,  sickness  and  teething. 

Convulsions  and  epilepsy  are  apparently  most  closely  related 
to  the  paralytic  disorders.  The  opium  and  alcohol  cases  are  also 
remarkable. 

(c)  Still  another  important  item  with  the  feeble-minded  is  the 
speech.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  there  is  no  other  faculty  which  is 
so  frequently  affected  in  these  patients  as  the  speech  is.  Its 
disturbances  are  most  varied,  and  one  would  probably  find  the 
complete  scale  of  the  pathological  variations  of  this  function  in  a 
single  such  institution  as  is  the  one  at  Syracuse.  A  detail,  thor- 
ough study  of  the  speech  defects  of  the  feeble-minded  can  not  but 
prove  most  fruitful  and  ought  to  be  undertaken.  The  Syracuse 
case-books  alone  make  a  note  of  some  sort  of  speech  defect  in 
57.2  per  cent,  out  of  1,000  consecutive  cases,  and  these  are  only 
statements  made  by  the  friends  of  the  patient  or  the  authorities 
who  commit  him  to  the  asylum.  The  graver  is  the  imbecility, 
the  more  prevalent  and  graver  are  the  speech  disorders. 

This  finishes  the  more  general  part  of  this  report,  and  we  will 
next  proceed  to  the  data  obtained  by  direct  examination  of  the 
patients. 
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B. 
PHYSICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

I.  Investigations  upon  the  Condition  of  Various  Forms  of  Reflex 

Action  in  the  Feeble-Minded. 

(a)  Irideal  reflexes  for  light  and  accommodation: 
Tests  for  the  light  and  accommodation  reactions  in  the  feeble- 
minded  and  idiots  require  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  entail  a 
considerable  amount  of  work.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the 
test  for  the  reaction  of  accommodation.  In  mild  cases  of  feeble- 
mindedness, there  is  generally  no  difficulty  with  the  light  test, 
and  only  so  much  with  the  test  of  accommodation  as  arises  from 
slow  understanding  or  occasional  stubbornness  of  the  patient 
But  as  we  progress  to  the  more  pronounced  cases,  the  difficulties 
of  the  testing,  especially  for  the  accommodation,  increase  it  may 
be  said,  in  a  direct  proportion  to  the  gravity  of  the  mental  de- 
fect, until  when  we  reach  the  lowest  grades  of  imbeciles,  one  or 
both  of  the  tests  become  frequently  impossible.  It  can  be  easily 
appreciated  why  this  should  be  so.  In  order  to  test  properly  for 
the  reactions  of  the  iris,  and  particularly  for  those  of  acconmio- 
dation,  there  is  neceejsary  a  certain  exercise  of  will  and  especi- 
ally attention  on  the  part  of  the  subject  tested.  The  will,  how- 
ever,  and  the  power  of  attention  of  these  patients,  are  more  and 
more  disturbed  and  defective  as  we  proceed  from  the  lighter  to 
•  the  graver  cases  among  them.  In  individuals  with  comparatively 
but  slightly  defective  mental  powers,  these  two  qualities,  namely^ 
will  and  attention,  are  still  present  in  a  sufficient  strength  for 
our  purpose,  or  can  at  least  be  momentarily  aroused  to  such  a 
strength;  but  in  the  greater  imbeciles  will  and  attention  descend 
to  their  minimum,  and  no  ampunt  of  effort  will  in  some  cases 
succeed  to  make  the  patient  do  even  for  the  short  time  required 
for  one  or  the  other  of  the  irideal  tests  what  the  examiner  requires 
from  him.  In  the  case  of  the  light-test,  this  difficulty  can  often 
be  overcome  by  a  sort  of  a  mechanical  testing,  that  is,  closing 
and  opening  the  patient's  eyes  and  producing  the  alteration  of 
the  light  and  shade  on  the  eyes,  without  or  even  against  the  effort 

3 


34 

of  the  sHbject.  The  peaction  of  accommodation,  however,  cannot 
be  elicited  thus  mechanically,  and  it  is  diie  to  this  cause  that  the 
results  of  the  tests  for  this  particular  reaction  must  in  many 
cases  of  the  feeble-minded  and  in  most  of  the  idiots  be  reported 
as  doubtful. 

A  number  of  successful  tests  of  accommodation  have  been 
effected  by  taking  advantage  of  the  generally  highly  developed 
faculty  of  curiosity  of  the  idiot.  Any  shining  object  may  suffice 
to  arouse  such  an  amount  of  attention  in  the  i>atient,  as  is  suffi- 
cient for  the  determination  of  the  condition  of  the  reflex,  but  a 
piece  of  money,  especially  a  gold  piece,  has  been  found  to  be  the 
most  successful.  A  patient  who  has  been  once  roused  suffi- 
ciently for  us  to  obtain  the  test,  can  generally  be  roused  in  a 
similar  manner  repeatedly  at  certain  intervals,  and  thus  the  con- 
dition of  his  accommodation  reflex  can  be  definitely  established. 
Nevertheless,  even  with  this  help,  the  percentage  of  unascertain- 
able  cases  is  very  great;  moreover,  I  am  quite  certain  that  at 
least  a  jwrtion  of  the  instances  among  the  idiots,  where  we  could 
not  obtain  but  a  diminished  response  on  accommodation,  are  not 
cases  of  real  diminution  of  the  nervous  reaction,  but  only  due  to 
the  low  mental  power  of  the  subjects  tested. 

The  results  of  the  above  examinations  on  the  Syracuse  feeble- 
minded inmates  are  as  follows:  The  reaction  for  light  could  be 
properly  tested  for  in  149  male  and  145  female  (approximately 
in  about  three  out  of  every  five  cases) ;  and  out  of  these  it  was 
found  normal  in  140,  or  94  per  cent,  of  the  latter.  In  9  male 
(6  per  cent.),  and  9  female  (6.2  per  cent),  the  light  reflex  was 
diminished;  and  in  5  female  (3.4  per  cent)  it  was  entirely  absent. 
An  increase  in  the  promptness  of  this  reaction,  although  in  a 
few  cases  observable,  is  not  fit  for  a  statistical  reduction,  as  we 
know  of  no  standard  of  what  should,  in  this  direction,  be  con- 
sidered abnormal;  and  besides  that  the  condition  is  very  difficult 
of  proper  and  uniform  appreciation  even  by  a  single  observer. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  preceding  data  that  the  female 
patients  show  a  somewhat  lower  percentage  of  normal  reactions 
to  light;  and  that,  which  is  more  remarkable  and  must  have  a 
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more  serious  signification  than  the  somewhat  smaller  percentage 
of  normal  reactions  in  general,  there  are  among  the  female  five 
cases,  against  none  in  the  male,  of  a  complete  absence  of  the ' 
light  reflex.  E^very  one  of  these  five  cases  was  examined  by  me 
more  than  once,  and  the  condition  was  found  stable.  The  absent 
reflexes  all  occurred  in  older  inmates  (17  years,  18,  18,  19,  20). 
They  were  associated  in  all  the  cases  with  a  very  uncertain,  or 
absent,  reflex  of  accommodation.  Besides  this,  in  the  first  case, 
when  I  found  the  light  reaction  absent,  there  were  augmented 
patellar  jerks,  and  an  absence  of  tickling  sensation  in  the  axilla; 
in  the  second  case,  the  patellar  jerks  were  about  normal,  but 
tickling  reflexes  were  absent  both  on  soles  and  in  the  axillae;  in 
the  third  case  patellar  jerks  were  augmented,  tickling  reflexes 
of  both  sole  and  axillae  absent;  in  the  fourth  case,  all  the  reflexes 
(accommodation,  patellae,  soles,  axillae)  were  absent;  in  the  fifth 
case,  finally,  the  patellar  jerks  and  axillary  sensation  being 
normal,  the  sensation  of  tickling  on  the  soles  was  absent.  These 
conditions  show  that  in  at  least  four  of  the  five  patients  in  whom 
the  light  reflex  was  absent,  there  was  a  much  wider  spi*ead  ner- 
vous disturbance.  In  none  of  these  cases  have  I  been  able  to 
detect  any  marked  degree  of  ataxia,  or  in  fact,  any  pronounced, 
defined,  disease  of  the  nervous  system.  There  is  but  little  his- 
tory known  about  these  five  cases;  of  the  first  it  is  known  only 
that  she  was  always  mentally  defective;  in  the  second  case  the 
feeble-mindednees  is  stated  to  date  since  childhood,  but  no  cause 
is  given;  in  the  third  instance  the  only  information  we  have  is 
that  both  the  parents  are  dead;  in  the  fourth  case,  the  same  in 
which  all  the  reflex  action  which  was  tested  for  was  found 
absent,  the  idiocy  existed  sinoe  birth  and  was  due  to  direct 
heredity;  in  the  fiftji  case  the  history  is  almost  wholly  deficient. 
The  reaction  of  accommodation  could  be  reliably  obtained  in 
only  89  male  and  92  female  oases  at  the  Syracuse  State  Institu- 
tion, and  almost  all  of  these  were  from  among  the  lighter  cases. 
The  reflex  was  found  normal  in  76,  or  85.4  per  cent.,  of  the  male, 
and  in  81,  or  88  per  cent,  of  female.  In  only  one  female  (the 
fourth  one  mentioned  above)  was  the  reflex  positively  absent. 
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The  proportion  of  abnormal  to  normal  reaction  of  accommodation 
is  again,  and  that  even  more  than  it  was  in  the  case  of  light 
reaction,  nearly  equal  in  the  two  sexes.  .The  somewhat  large 
percentage  of  cases,  with  diminished  reaction,  is  probably  sub- 
ject to  a  slight  reduction,  due  to  causes  explained  before. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  the  percentage  of  ab- 
normal reaction  of  the  iris  in  this  class,  whose  brain  is  in  certain 
particular  so  much  affected,  apx)ears  to  me  to  be  quite  small,  and 
certainly  less  than  could  have  been  a  priori  expected. 

fb)  Patellar  reflexes  or  jerks:  It  was  i>ossible  to  obtain  reli- 
able data  with  respect  to  this  item  in  150  male  and  190  female 
cases.* 

My  method  of  examination  for  the  patellar  jerks  differs  some- 
what from  the  one  generally  employed.  The  subject  assumes 
the  regular  position,  but  it  is  seen  to  that  this  is  made  as  com- 
fortable as  possible.  The  examiner,  in  order  to  make  the  test, 
bends  or  kneels  down,  and  moves  the  limb  a  few  times  to  and  fro, 
to  satisfy  himself  that  it  hangs  perfectly  limber.  The  i>atient  is 
then  directed  to  close  his  eyes,  in  order  to  diminish  a  possible 
inhibition  of  the  nervous  reaction.  The  examiner  upon  ^this 
takes  a  rather  firm  hold  of  the  foot  of  the  limb  which  is  to  be 
tested,  and  holds  this  foot  as  far  as  possible  in  the  line  of  the 
curve  which  it  is  to  describe  after  the  tendon  receives  the  stroke, 
a  line  which  is  at  about  a  right  angle  with  the  leg.  The  exam- 
iner then  extends  the  fingers  of  his  hand  and  stiffens  this,  and 
finding  the  tendon,  delivers  it  a  smart  blow,  of  an  intensity 
which  is  learned  to  be  the  most  efficient  through  practice.  It  is 
seen  to  it  that  the  tendon  patellae  is  coffered  by  as  little  clothing 
as  possible;  however,  a  garment  like  a  thin  stocking  or  a  shirt 
does  not  interfere  with  the  reaction,  ) 

As  the  knee  is  struck  for  the  first  two  or  three  times,  the 
examiner  holds  the  foot  and  estimates  the  amount  and  the  rapid- 
ity of  the  impulse  received;  both  of  these  are  important  elements 
of  the  knee-jerk.    Subsequently,  the  foot  being  released,  the  arc 
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*  K  f(«w  patients  whose  cas^s  would  not  modify  the  floal  results  hare  in  each  Instance  been 
excluded  in  order  to  preserve  round  numbers. 
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of  the  jerk  can  be  observed,  but  I  consider  this  only  an  accessory 
to  the  two  previous.  The  object  of  holding  the  foot  as  explained 
before  is  to  receive  the  jerk-impulse  as  much  as  possible  unim- 
paired. The  impulse  of  the  jerk  is  not  the  same  as  the  foot- 
pound-power of  the  movement  of  the  limb;  it  is  much  more  the 
foot-pound-second  jwwer;  due  to  this  difference,  there  is  by  far 
less  variation  in  the  impulse  than  one  would  expect  if  he  con- 
sidered only  the  various  degrees  of  musculature  and  strength  of 
the  limb  of  those  tested.  The  normal  average  of  the  impulse  is 
learned  very  soon,  and  the  hand  of  the  examiner  appreciates 
eventually  all  its  variations.  The  jerk-arc  alone  is  a  defective 
indication  of  the  state  of  the  reflex.  I  have  obtained^  and  demon- 
strated to  other  physicians,  large  arcs  with  very  weak  and  even 
tardy  reaction,  and  reverse.  The  strength,  the  promptness,  and 
the  arc  considered  altogether,  can  alone,  I  believe,  inform  us 
effectually  as  to  the  state  of  the  elicited  knee  reaction. 

Whenever  the  reflex  is  much  diminished,  or  apparently  absent, 
I  use  another  aid  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  correct  cou'clusion;  the 
subject  in  such  a  case  is  directed  to  perform  a  bimanual  traction. 
This  method  is  well  known  in  clinical  medicine,  but  it  may  be 
it  is  not  in  all  cases  properly  interpreted.  We  will  find  fre- 
quently that  a  week  reflex  becomes  strengthened  through  direct- 
ing the  patient  to  draw  his  hands  apart,  and  that  even  ap- 
parently lost  jerks  may  reappear  under  the  influence.  The  ex- 
planation of  these  phenomena  for  myself,  is  this:  In  making  a 
very  strong  voluntary  effort,  the  subject  diverts  certain  of  his 
nervous  streams  of  which  he  may  not  be  conscious  and  among 
these  is  an  inhibitory  stream  acting  on  the  patellar  reaction. 
We  find  palpable  examples  of  such  effects  in  the  hysteric  affec- 
tions and  especially  in  their  treatment;  by  which  however  I 
would  not  imply  that  those  whose  knee-jerks  improve  or  reap- 
pear on  traction  are  all  subject  to  some  sort  of  hysteric  affection. 

The  results  obtained  in  testing  for  the  patellar  reaction  may 
be  classified  as  follows — bearing  in  mind,  of  course,  that  each  of 
the  named  states  includes  a  small  scale  of  decidedly  differim 
actions.    It  should  also  be  stated,  that  there  are  no-  -^ 
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measure-standards  for  any  of  the  classes  which  will  be  named, 
but  only  such  appreciations  as  are  formed  by  experience  on 
normal  and  other  individuals. 

The  first  class  of  patellar  reactions  includes  all  those  reactions 
which  are  so  similar  to  those  which  we  obtain  on  a  series  of 
healthy  and  normal  individuals,  that  we  could  but  with  a  con- 
siderable difficulty  separate  them  from  this  class;  all  such  re- 
actions should  be  listed  with  the  normal. 

The  second  class  is  that  of  augmented  reactions.  There  are 
generally  both,  the  strength  and  the  rapidity,  and  often  also  the 
arc  of  the  jerk  augmented;  the  rapidity  of  the  jerk  is  the  most 
diagnostic  of  reactions  of  this  class,  its  arc  the  least.  The  neces- 
sary initiative  to  jerks  of  this  class  is  generally  much  smaller 
than  in  normal  cases. 

The  third  and  fourth  classes  comprise  the  slightly  and  the 
much  diminished  reactions.  The  two  types  are  quite  easily  dis- 
tinguishable; they  may  consist  simply  in  a  diminished  strength 
and  arc  of  the  jerk,  but  they  are  also  frequently  attended  by  a 
retardation  of  the  reaction. 

A  retardation  of  the  patellar  reflex  may  exist  alone,  but  this 
is  raire. 

Finally,  there  are  cases,  though  perhaps  far  less  frequent 
than  is  commonly  supposed,  of  an  entire  absence  of  the  patellar 
reaction. 

A  combination  of  any  two  of  the  above  may  exist  in  one  and 
the  same  person. 

The  inmates  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  give  us  the  fol- 
lowing percentages,  according  to  the  above  classification : 

M.  F. 

Normal  reaction  in  both  limbs 85  or  56.7%  110  or  58% 

Abnormal  reaction  in  both  limbs. .  63  or  42%  71  or  37,3% 

Augmented  reaction  in  both  limbs.  22  or  15%  34  or  18% 
Slightly    diminished    reaction    in 

both  limbs  23  or  15.3%  24  or  12.6% 

Much  diminished  reaction  in  both 

limbs 15  or  10%  10  or   5.2% 
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Entirely  absent  reaction  in  both 

limbs  (even  on  traction) 3  or  2%  3  or   IS"^ 

Blightly  diminished,  much  dimin- 
ishedy  and  absent  reactions,  to- 
gether       41  or  37.3%  37  or  19. 5% 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  are  some  quite  interesting  differ- 
ences in  the  averages  between  the  two  sexes.  The  percentages 
of  all  the  normal  reactions  in  both  limbs  together  do  not  vary 
very  markedly  in  the  two  sexes;  there  is  on  the  whole  only  about 
1.5  per  cent  less  of  normal  patellar  reactions  in  the  males  than 
in  the  females;  the  real  differences  manifest  themselves  in  the 
several  classes  of  abnormal  reaction.  The  augmented  reflex  is 
found  about  3  per  cent,  more  frequently  in  the  female  than  in 
the  male  feeble-minded..  The  diminished  reactions,  on  the  other 
hand,  and  pai'ticularly  the  much  diminished,  give  us  a  much 
larger  percentage  in  the  male.  These  differences  are  particu- 
larly apparent  when  we  compare  the  several  items  of  abnormal 
reactions  in  each  sex  to  the  whole  number  of  the  abnormal 
patellar  reflexes  in  the  same  sex.  We  obtain  then  the  following 
data: 

Augmented  reactions  in  both  limbs  constitute  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  abnormal  reactions  in  the  M.  35%,  in  F.  48%. 

Slightly  diminished  abnormal  reactions  in  the  M.  36.5%,  in  P. 
33.8%. 

Much  diminished  abnormal  reactions  in  the  M.  23.8%,  in  F.  14%. 

These  figures  show,  that  whatever  may  be  the  real  causes  of 
the  augmented  and  of  th^  diminished  patellar  reactions,  the 
former  are  more  frequent  in  the  female,  and  the  latter  more 
frequent  in  the  male  feeble-minded. 

Besides  the  cases  of  abnormal  reaction  in  both  limbs,  we 
have  also  a  certain  number  of  cases  in  each  sex,  in  which  one 
limb  shows  a  different  reaction  from  the  other.  No  cases  of 
plainly  visible  paralysis  of  the  lower  limbs  are  among  these,  for 
all  such  were  eliminated  from  examination,  or  from  the  records; 
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neyertheless  the  possibility  that  some  of  the  patients  from  this 
number  might  have  in  past  suffered  from  some  sort  of  paraljats 
of  the  lower  extremities,  can  not  be  excluded.     '. 

There  were  found  but  two  cases  of  unsymmetrical  patellar 
reaction  among  the  male,  but  nine  among  the  female  patients. 
The  combinations  were  as  follows: 

Male       (1)  Left  normal,  right  augmented. 

(2)  Bight  normal,  left  slightly  diminished. 
Female  (1)  Right  normal,  left  much  diminished. 

(3)  Right  normal,  left  much  diminished. 

(3)  Left  normal,  right  much  diminished. 

(4)  Left  normal,  right  slightly  diminished. 

(5)  Left  normal,  right  slightly  diminished. 

(6)  Left  normal,  right  augmented. 

(7)  Right  normal,  left  augmented.  « 

(8)  Left  augmented,  right  slightly  diminished. 

(9)  Right  augmented,  left  slightly  diminished. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  most  of  the  cases  one  of  the  limbs  giyes 
a  normal  reaction;  this  I  think  points  for  the  most  part  to  traeea 
of  some  unilateral  nervous  affection. 

The  absence  of  both  patellar  reflexes  was  found  in  the  follow- 
ing persons: 

Male      (1)  A  boy  of  9;  feeble-minded  since  infancy;  stated  causey 

"heredity;"  light  reaction  normal,  reaction  to  ac- 
commodation, doubtful;  tickling  sensations  in 
axillae  and  soles  decidedly  diminished;  no  change 
in  the  absence  of  the  patellar  reaction  on  traction. 

(2)  A  boy  of  15;     stated   as   feeble-minded  since  early 

childhood,  without  a  known  cause;  subject  to  epi- 
leptic fits;  light  diminished;  accommodation  doubt- 
ful; axillae  and  soles  about  normal;  no  change  on 
traction. 

(3)  A  young  man  of  21;    very  little  history;    other  re- 

flexes normal;  axillary  tickling  sensation  absent; 
on  traction  some  vestige  of  the  patellar  reflexes  re- 
appears. 
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Female  (1)  A  girl  of  8;  no  reliable  histofry;  all  other  reflexes  ab- 

seat;  (this  girl  was  not  among  the  150  whose  sta- 
tistics were  given  in  the  section  on  eye-reflexes); 
no  change  on  traction. 

(2)  This  subject  is  the  same  as  referred  to  under  eye- 

reflexes;  no  change  on  traction. 

(3)  A  woman  of  44;   no  history;  light  and  accommoda- 

tion reflexes  diminished;  axillary  sensation  of  tick- 
ling lost,  on  soles  normal;  no  change  on  traction. 

It  may  be  of  some  value  to  state  in  this  place  in  how  large  a 
percentage  of  "  much  diminished  "  and  "  absent "  patellar  reac- 
tions a  change  is  produced  on  a  forcible  traction  of  the  hands  by 
the  patient.  If  there  is  a  change  in  the  reflex  it  is  always  to  the 
better.  Out  of  18  cases  of  diminished  and  absent  patellar  re- 
action in  the  male,  in  5,  or  about  28  per  cent,  a  change  occurred; 
out  of  13  females,  with  a  similar  kind  of  reaction,  thus  tested,  a 
change  took  place  in  3,  or  23  per  cent.  The  changes  were  as  fol- 
lows : 


OrlginAllj. 


Male. 

1  Miiob  diminisbed 

H  Mnrh  dtiuioisbed 

^  Much  dinjiiiidbed 

4  Much  diminisbed 

tl^  Absent 

r«male. 

1  Much  diminished 

^  Macb  dimlnislied 

3  Mach  diiuiiiished 


Became  on  traction. 


{^lightly  diminished. 
About  normal. 
Sligbtly  diniinlHhed. 
Sligbtlv  dimii)t!4bed. 
Much  uiininisbed. 


Slifcbtlj  diminished. 
Slightly  rlimiiiiHhf*d. 
Slightly  diminished. 


The  change,  it  will  be  noticed  from  this  table,  is  seldom  great, 
and  in  consequence  it  may  be  assmmed  that  in  the  majority  of 
•cases  where  the  patellar  reflex  is  much  diminished,  or  apparently 
absent,  with  the  ordinary  test,  that  a  certain  amount  of  abnormal 
•condition  will  be  found  to  persist  whatever  other  tests  may  be 
applied  to  the  tendon. 
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Other  forms  of  patellar  peactioa  "besides  the  diminished  nn- 
dergo  certain  changes  when  a  forcible  traction  is  employed,  but 
I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  definitely  outline  these  changes. 

The  whole  percentage  of  abnormal  patellar  reactions  in  the 
feeble-minded  is  beyond  question  very  large.  Most  of  the  cases 
here  reoorded  were  children,  in  whom  all  the  reflexes  may  be  ex- 
pected to  be  near  the  maximum  of  normal;  nevertheless  the  per- 
centage of  abnormal  reactions  here  obtained  are  not  exceeded 
except  by  the  classes  of  dements,  ^f  old  epileptics  ahd  that  of  still 
further  gone  idiots  themselves.  This  condition  of  patellar  re- 
action in  the  feeble-minded  and  idiots  demonstrates  alone  how 
frequently  the  innate  or  acquired  disorder  extends  beyond  the 
purely  mental  sphere  of  the  brain  into  the  general  nervous  sys- 
tem. Idiocy  is  much  more  than  an  affection  of  only  the  highest 
centres  of  the  brain. 

We  may  inquire  here  what  influence  has  the  age  of  the  feeble- 
minded on  the  patellar  reaction?  This  question  can  be  best  dem- 
onstrated by  the  following  table;  nevertheless  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind,  flrst,  that  we  have  here  no  really  old  subjects  (our  oldest 
case  not  reaching  50),  and,  second,  that  the  older  inmates  of  the 
Syracuse  institution  almost  without  an  exception  consist  of  the 
lightest  cases,  a  number  of  the  more  severe  ones  dying  early,  and 
and  many  others,  on  growing  more  idiotic  being  removed  to  other 
institutions.  The  table  presents  at  the  same  tiine  the  influences 
of  age  on  the  reaction  of  light  and  accommodation,  which  it  was 
thought  best  to  show  in  this  connection. 


Male  np  to  15  yean 

Male  15  to  32  years  .... 

Male  32  to  39  yrars 

Female  iip  t«)  15  .years  . 
Female  15  t<»  30  years.. 
Female  30  to  47  years.. 


Light. 


Number 
ezamioed. 


84 
64 


Normal. 


Percent. 
97.4 
89 


2  both  cases 


51 

100 

21 


92 
91 
85.7 


Abnormal. 


Per  c^nt. 

2.6 
11 

0 

8 

9 
14.3 


AOOOMMODATXON. 


Number 
examined. 


55 
34 

1 
28 
63 

9 


Normal. 


Per  cent 
96.4 
79.4 
0 
92.9 
87.3 
66.7 


Abnormal. 


Per  cent. 

3.e 

20.& 

100 

7.1 

12.7 

33.a 
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Patellab. 


Up  to  15  yenrs 

15    to  32  years 

32   to  39  years 

Up  to  15  years 

15    to  30  years 

30   to  47  years 


Number 
examined. 

Normal 

Abnormal. 

Augmented. 

SIfRht 
dioilns. 

84 

64 

2 

54 

112 

24 

Per  cent. 
64.3 
51.6 

50 

62.5 

62.5 

Per  cent. 
35.7 
48.4 
both  cases 

50 

37.5 

37.5 

Per  cent. 
8.3 
22 
50 

18.5 
15.2 
25 

Per  cent. 
20 
11 

20  4 

13.4 

8.3 

Much 
diminB. 


Per  cent. 
6 
14 
50 


7.4 
5.3 
4.2 


The  above  table  illustrates  in  very  brief  the  following  points 
in  particular: 

The  conditions  of  the  reflexes  of , light  and  accommodation  tend 
in  both  sexes  of  the  feeble-minded  to  a  progressive  aggravation 
with  the  age;  the  aggravation  is  more  rapid  in  the  male. 

The  condition  of  patellar  reaction  in  the  feeble-minded  tends 
equally  to  a  progressive  aggravation,  but  this  is  far  more  marked 
in  the  male  than  in  the  female  sex. 

The  aggravation  is  expressed  both  in  the  height  of  the  per- 
centage of  abnormal  reaction  and  in  the  gravity  of  the  disorder 
of  same.  In  the  male  children  below  fifteen,  the  greatest  number 
of  abnormalities  of  the  patellar  reaction  consists  in  a  slight  dimi- 
nution; as  the  patients  advance  in  age,  the  slightly  diminished 
instances  of  the  reflex  become  much  more  rare,  the  much  dimin- 
ished and  augmented  reflexes  much  more  frequent.  In  the  female 
feeble-minded  it  is  only  the  augmentation  of  the  reaction  which 
shows  a  marked  percentage  of  increase  after  30. 

These  conditions  indicate,  I  believe,  two  facts:  Th^  first  is, 
that  the  disorders  of  the  nervous  system  in  the  feeble-minded  are 
more  or  less  progressive  with  their  age;  and  second,  the  aug- 
mented reaction  is  apparently  a  symptom  of  considerable  pathog- 
nomic significance  and  stands  about  on  a  par  with  the  much 
diminished  reflex. 

In  connection  with  the  patellar  reaction  a  test  for  clonus  was 
made  in  each  case.  I  test  for  ithe  clonus  in  the  same  x>osition  as 
for  the  patellar  reflex,  grasping  the  patient's  knee  firmly  above 
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the  knee,  and  holding  the  fore  part  of  the; foot;  flex  this  briskly 
two  or  three  times,  not  over-forcibly,  and  as  much  as  possible  in 
the  axis  of  the  patient's  limb.  All  of  the  points  mentioned  here 
are  of  considerable  importance  for  the  proper  testing  of  the  foot- 
clonus.  Clonus  is  generally  found  in  subjects  who,  at  the  eaxne 
time,  show  augmented  patellar  reaction.  However,  as  I  men- 
tioned above,  I  have  tested  all  the  patients  examined  for  the 
clonus,  and  as  a  result  I  have  found  this  condition  several  times 
also  in  connection  with  other  forms  of  patellar  reaction  than  the 
augmented.  I  can  speak  of  a  similar  experience  among  the  in- 
sane and  other  abnormal  classes  of  individuals. 

The  entire  number  of  instances  of  clonus  in  both  limbe  from 
among  the  feeble-minded  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  is  as 
follows:  It  was  obtained  in  both  limbs  in  16,  or  10.3  per  cent. 
of  males,  and  in  21,  or  11  per  cent,  of  females  examined.  The 
difference  in  the  two  sexes  is  insignificant.  In  one  limb  only 
clonus  was  found  in  one  male,  and  that  in  a  limb  whose  patellat 
reaction  was  normal,  the  same  reaction  in  the  other  limb. being 
•  diminished. 

The  instances  of  clonus  in  both  limbs  occurred  in  the  following 
relation  to  the  patellar  reflexes  in  the  same  individuals: 


MALE. 


ClonDS  with  augmented  patel.  reaction  in  12... 

Clonus  with  normal  patel.  reaction  in  3 

Clonus  with  somewbat  diminished  reaction  in  1 

FEMALE. 

Clonns  with  augmented  patel.  reaction  in  17... 

Clonus  with  noimul  patel.  reaction  in  4 

Clonus  with  somewhat  diminished  reaction  inO 


Per  cent,  of 

the  total  cases 

of  clonus. 


or  75 
or  18.7 
or    6.2 


or  81 

or  19 

0 


Per  cent, 
of  reaction. 


or  54.5 
or  3.5 
or    4.3 


or  50 
or    3.6 
0. 


According  to  these  figures,  foot-clonus  occurs  in  the  feeble- 
minded, associated  most  frequently,  in  fact,  more  than  four  times 
as  frequently  as  with  any  other  form,  with  the  augmented  patel- 
lar reaction.  This  shows  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  causes  of  both 
of  the  phenomena  are  closely  related.     About  20  per  cent,  of  cases 
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of  clonns,  however,  where  it  was  found  associated  with  a  normal, 
or  even  with  a  diminished  patellar  reaction,  render  it  clear  that 
the  causes  of  clonus  may  be  present  independently  of  those  which 
cause  the  augmented  patellar  reaction.  That  the  two.conditions, 
namely,  the  foot-clonus  and  the  augmented  patellar  reaction,  are 
distinct,  although  frequently  connected,  is  further  shown  by  the 
considerable  number  of  cases  of  augmented  patellar  reflex  with- 
out a  vestige  of  clonus  (10,  or  45  per  cent,  in  the  male,  and  17,  or 
50  per  cent,  in  the  female).  I  could  cite  as  an  additional  proof 
of  the  difference  of  the  two  phenomena  several  cases  where  we 
have  found,  in  some  of  the  hospitals  for  the  insane,  cases  of  clonus 
with  much  diminished,  and  in  one  instance,  that  of  a  dement  in 
the  Kings  Park  State  Hospital,  clonus  with  an  entirely  absent 
patellar  reflex;  we  also  found  some  clonus  with  absent  knee-jerks 
with  Dr.  Ch.  Bernstein,  in  a  25-year-old  idiot  in  the  Borne  Cus- 
todial Asylum. 

(The  condition  of  foot-clonus  is  apparently  nojt  peculiar  to  any 
age.  It  was  found  in  those  up  to  15 — male,  in  9.5  per  cent.; 
female,  in  13  per  cent.  Fifteen  to  30 — male,  in  11.3  per  cent.; 
female,  in  9.8  per  cent.  Above  30  (one  out  of  four  cases),  female, 
in  12.5  per  cent.- 

The  differences!  in  the  percentage  are  too  small,  I  think,  to 
denote  any  influence  of  age  on  the  frequency  of  clonus.  This 
fact  demonstrates  also  the  distinct  nature  of  the  clonus  phenome- 
non, for  were  it  not  distinct,  it  would  be  more  affected,  together 
with  the  patellar  reflexes,  as  the  patients  grow  older. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  foot-clonus  I  must  mention 
a  peculiar  nervous  phenomenon  which  I  have  found  in  only  one  of 
the  Syracuse  inmates,  but  with  which  I  have  since  met  in  several 
instances  among  other  patients.  This  condition  occurred  in  a  boy 
of  about  twelve  years.  It  wsip  developed  during  the  testing  for 
the  ankle-clonus.  On  flexing  the  foot  in  this  case,  as  usually,  the 
foot  itself  stayed  quiet,  but  there  were  a  series  of  jerks  imparted 
to  my  hand  proceeding  from  the  whole  limb,  a  series  of  impulses 
produced  by  convulsive  contraction  of  the  quadriceps.  The  im- 
pulses themselves  may  be  said  to  have  differed  from  those  of 
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ankle-clonus  only  in  size,  being  larger,  and  in  frequency  being 
slightly  slower.  The  patient's  will  had  no  effect  on  these  jerks, 
and  they  caused  him  a  somewhat  unpleasant  sensation.  I  have 
encountered  the  same  condition  since  in  one  or  two  epileptics 
and  one  insane.  The  patellar  reflexes  were  in  every  one  of  these 
cases  augmented,  and  sometimes  already  the  test  for  these  was 
sufficient,  the  foot  being  held,  to  arouse  the  thigh-jerking*  It 
seems  to  me  we  have  to  deal  here  with  a  distinct  form  of  clonus; 
however,  I  should  not  like  to  express  myself  definitely  before 
being  able  to  give  this  condition  a  closer  and  more  thorough  at- 
tention. And  I  have  come  across  still  another  form  of  clonus 
during  my  examinations,  and  that  is  one  elicited  by  tickling  the 
soles  of  the  patient's  feet. 

To  resume,  ankle-clonus  among  the  feeble-minded  is  frequent. 
Augmented  patellar  reaction,  we  have  seen,  is  still  more  frequent 
in  the^same  class.  These  phenomena  are  closely  related,  although 
distinct  from  eaph  others.  The  pathological  causes  which  give 
rise  to  one  or  both  are  probably  multiform.  It  would  seem,  how- 
over,  that  their  immediate  caus^  must  be  more  or  less  of  one  char- 
acter, and  that  this  cause  is  a  condition  of  an  increased  irritability 
and  a  decreased  control  of  some  or  all  of  those  nervous  centers, 
which  otherwise  direct  the  normal  muscular  action  in  the  anterior 
muscles  of  the  thigh  and  the  posterior  muscles  of  the  leg.  It  is 
thifi^  increased  nervous  irritability  and  lessened  nervous  control, 
or  inhibition,  which  are  frequent,  from  whatever  causes  they  may 
originate,  in  the  feeble-minded.  This  is  probably  as  far  as  we 
can  go  with  an  effort  at  an  explanation  of  the  above  phenomena 
at  present. 

(c)  Tickling  sensations  and  reflexes  of  the  axillae  and  of  the 
soles: 

The  physiology  of  tickling  sensations  and  reflexes  has  not  as 
yet,  to  my  knowledge  and  means  of  information,  been  definitely 
established;  but  it  is  generally  held  that  these  sensations  are 
produiced  by  certain  forms  of  stimulation  of  the  end-organs  of 
the  sensory  nerves  (v.  Landois  &  Sterling,  Human  Phys.  *  Spinal 
Reflexes').    There  is  probably  no  part  of  the  skin  and  perhaps 
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no  part  of  the  mnt^us  membranes,  whereon  the  proper  stimulation 
could  not  produce  some  ^»ort  of  a  pleasurable  sensation,  and 
pleasurable  sensations  are  in  all  probability  attendants  of  the 
first,  that  is  the  lowest,  or  weakest,  forms  of  reflexes.  If  the 
pleasurable  stimulation  is  continued  for  a  long  time,  or  increased 
in  intensity,  our  sensations  change.  In  some  parts  (conjunctiva, 
skin  in  some  places,  the  mucus  membrane  of  the  mouth  and  other 
parts),  the  stimulus  being  continued  or  increased,  the  pleasure 
sensations  pass  gradually  into  the  sensations  of  discomfort,  or 
even  pain,  and  we  willingly  endeavor  to  remove  the  part  from  the 
stimulus;  there  may  take  place  at  the  same  time  certain  irregular 
reflex  contractions  in  or  near  the  part  thus  overstimulated.  But 
there  are  other  parts  of  the  body,  as  the  soles  of  the  feet,  the 
axillae,  the  mucus  membranes  of  the  nose  and  the  throat,  and 
above  all  the  genital  oi*gans,  where  a  continued  and  at  first  only 
ordinarily  pleasurable  stimulation  will  have  as  a  consequence, 
when  the  pleasure  sensations  have  reached  their  height,  not 
discomfort  or  pain,  but  a  more  or  less  complex  muscular,  invol- 
untary reaction  or  reflex.  In  the  ease  of  pleasurable  sensation 
alone,  we  had  a  relaxation  of  some  of  the  muscles,  particularly 
of  those  of  the  blood  vessels  of  the  part  stimulated,  although  all 
the  muscles  of  the  part  may  become  relaxed.  In  the  case  of  pain 
a  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  blood  vessels  of  the  part  con- 
cerned occurs,  and  this  may  be  attended  with  contractions  of 
other  muscles  of  the  same  part  of  the  body.  But  in  the  last- 
mentioned  instance,  in  the  case  where  the  sensations  rise  on 
repeated  stimulations  particularly  to  what  is  termed  tickling 
sensation,  there  takes  place  a  definite  combination  of  muscular 
action.  These  actions  differ  according  to  the  part  concerned,  but 
remain  the  same  in  one  and  the  same  part.  They  involve  vdthout 
or  even  against  the  will  of  the  individual,  muscles  of  all  varieties; 
and  the  whole  reflex  action  in  these  cases  seems  to  have  a  definite 
and  macrbscopical  purpose,  which  varies  with  every  one  of  the 
parts  which  can  be  thus  affected.  It  is  to  this  category  of  phe- 
nomena that  we  should  reserve  the  terms  of  tickling  sensations 
and  reflexes.    Commonly,  however,  the  term  tickling  is  applied 
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pritterpallj  to  the  9tmmxir>D»  wikirh  eertain  fonB»  of  irf— liln-riii 
erolrfr  in  the  sol^s  and  in  the  axiTIap, 

TkrkliD^  wtiksaLtk^ns  and  T^eiLei  should  in  bealtk  be 
ererj  |>art  of  a  person  in  whieh  part  thej  oeenr  in  the 
of  indlvidiials  of  similar  age,  sex,  and  raee  of  people.  lOeesaoo- 
all  J  a  !ieni«it;on  of  this  order  may  be  foand.  or  maj  under  CK^ensi- 
stances  derelop  for  a  time^  in  an  onnsoal  part  of  the  body:  bai 
these  are  onl j  infrequent  exeeptions>.  An  absenee  of  a  TirkM^.T 
sensation  in  such  a  part  of  the  bodj  as  jost  specified,  tested  f  >r 
onder  the  proper  eircamictanees  and  in  the  proper  war*  cam  not 
bnt  denote  an  abnormal  condition  somewhere  in  -the  Mitino:is 
apparatos  of  the  person  tested.  A  far  greater  series  of  suck 
ores  in  one  cla>^  of  persons  than  in  another,  might  prore  a  cj 
ieal  fact  of  a  certain  Talne.  And  it  was  with  the  intentioa  .if 
throwing  some  light  on  this  qaestion  in  the  case  of  the  feeble- 
minded, that  the  examinations  as  to  the  tickling  sensations  and 
reflexes  of  the  soles  and  of  the  axillae  w^ie  ondertaken. 

There  are  certain  facts  connected  with  the  abore  sensatioBS 
and  reflexes  which  it  will  be  well  to  mention  before  we  gire  the 
data  themselTes, 

In  the  first  place,  there  are  certain  difficnlties  about  the  exam- 
ination. In  testing  for  the  condition  of  the  soles,  we  should  take 
the  patient  as  mnch  as  possible  nnawara  The  foot  of  the  patient 
should  be  washed  and  dry;  it  maj  be  corered  with  a  thin  stock- 
ing, for  this  apparently  does  not  interfere  at  all,  when  tight,  with 
the  stimulation;  and  the  foot  should  not  be  cold,  but  near  the 
temperature  of  the  examining  hand,  so  that  temperature  effects 
on  the  skin  are  eliminated. 

The  best  instruments  to  test  for  tickling  on  the  soles  or  in  the 
axillae  are  the  fingers;  when  properly  used,  they  are  supericw  to 
all  feathers,  brushes  or  other  implements. 

The  fofjt  should  be  held  by  one  hand  of  the  examiner  above  the 
anklr*s,  which  will  enable  him  to  perceive  the  slightest  reflex 
retraction  of  the  tendons.  For  the  test  itself,  a  rapid  vibratory 
movement  of  the  fingers  should  be  acquired.  The  subject  should 
be  comfortably  seated,  or  He  on  the  bed.    The  testing  must  be 
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done  gentlT,  and  for  not  less  than  ten  seconds  <m  one  foot.  The 
greatest  sensitiTenees  of  the  sole  will  almost  generally  be  found 
in  the  middle,  in  the  instep,  but  the  rtin  over  the  balls  of  the 
feet  ahonld  also  be  tested,  for  occasionally  this  will  show  the 
maximum,  or  the  only  response.  If  any  abnormal  condition  is 
fonnd  at  first,  the  sensation  shonld  -be  retested  after  a  few 
minutes. 

The  snbjeet  should  not  be  asked  about  his  sensation,  as  he 
sometimes  either  could  not  tell  us,  or  might  deceire  us.  We  can 
inqoire,  howeTcr,  in  case  of  an  apparently  absent  reflex,  what  is 
the  patient's  experience  with  regard  to  tickling  at  other  times 
and  at  other  circumstances.  As  a  rule,  in  an  individual  with 
normal  reflexes,  these  can  be  always  so  obtained  by  the  examiner^ 
if  his  methods  are  proper. 

The  scale  by  which  we  can  judge  of  the  condition  of  the  tick- 
ling reflexes,  and  particularly  of  those  of  the  soles,  lies  it  may 
be  said  almost  wholly  within  our  hands.  In  a  case  of  normal 
sensation  and  reaction,  we  will  see  at  flrst  the  toes  and  then  the 
foot  contract,  or  alternately  contract  and  extend,  and  then  fol- 
low a  small  series  of  moderate  retraction  of  the  leg.  If  the 
reaction  is  diminished^  only  the  toes  will  contract  or  extend  a 
little,  and  we  will  feel  in  the  hand  with  which  we  hold  the  limb 
of  the  subject  a  small  play  of  the  tendons.  In  the  '^absent" 
ease,  we  receive,  on  repeated  tests,  no  retraction,  no  play  of 
tendons,  no  movements.  Bhonld  the  subject  endeavor  to  wil- 
fully modify  the  reflexes,  we  can  generally  perceive  his  efforts. 
In  augumented  reaction  of  the  soles,  our  slightest  touch  will 
produce  a  reflex,  or  the  touch  can  not  even  be  tolerated.  The 
reflex  is  exaggerated;  there  are  not  only  distortions  of  the  foot, 
but  retraction  of  the  whole  lower  limb,  and  sometimes  move- 
ments of  the  whole  body. 

Sole-reactions  do  occasionally  differ  on  the  two  sides.  Some- 
times a  little  variety  of  movements  is  needed  to  arouse  the  tick- 
ling. Finally,  the  tickling  sensation  may  be  entirely  absent,  or 
again  much  incre^Med,  without  the  pure  tactile  sensation,  amd  the 
temperature  and  pressure  senses  being  much  altefied. 
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In  the  axilla,  the  conditions  of  the  testing  differ  to  a  certain 
extent  from  the  preceding.  There  is  great  diflSculty  ol  testing 
for  this  reflex  in  women — on  account  of  their  emotion,  on  account 
of  their  greater  adipose  layers  in  these  regions,  and  finally  on  ac- 
count of  a  sort  of  inefficiency  which  arises  out  ol  the  feelings  of 
the  operator  himself.  Corsets  and  tight  dress  are  still  other 
sources  of  evil,  though  fortunately  not  so  frequent  in  the  inmates 
of  State  institutions.  Due  to  all  these  reasons,  the  data  regard- 
ing the  axillary  reflexes  on  females  over  flfteen  years  of  age 
should  not  be  taken  except  with  a  considerable  grain  of  allow- 
ance. The  data  on  children  of  both  sexes  and  on  men,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  entirely  reliable. 

The  state  of  the  reflex  here  again  is  judged  from  the  rapidity 
and  extent  of  movements  performed,  without  wilful  exaggera- 
tion by  the  subject.  The  examiner  learns  very  rapidly  what  is 
the  healthy  average,  and  above  and  below  this  he  records  only 
decided  differences. 

The  whole  sides  of  the  chest  should  be  tested^  and  the  fingers 
should  play  on  them  gently  and  rapidly.  The  axillary  tickling 
sensation  is  not  strictly  confined  to  the  arm-^pits  alone,  and  it  is 
not  only  superficial,  as  in  the  case  of  the  soles,  but  can  be 
elicited  also  deeper,  and  hence  with  our  finger-movements  we 
must  associate  a  certain  amount  of  pressure.  The  proper 
manipulation  and  the  proper  pressure  are  acquired  by  experience. 

So  much  having  been  explained,  the  following  data,  obtained 
on  the  Syracuse  feeble-minded  children,  can  be  better  appreci- 
ated. 

The  reaction  of  the  soles  was  normal  in  75  out  of  150  boys, 
who  could  be  properly  tested  for  same,  or  in  exactly  50  per  cent; 
and  in  74  out  of  187  girls,  which  is  in  only  39.6  per  cent.  In  50 
per  cent,  of  the  male,  and  60.4  per  cent,  of  the  female  feeble- 
minded, the  reaction  was  decidedl}'  in  some  way  abnormal,  which 
are  certainly  very  considerable  proportions.  These  figures^  it 
should  be  stated  here,  would  appear  somewhat  less  if  we  could 
compare  them  with  the  condition  of  the  same  reaction  on  average 
people,  for  we  meet  with  a  certain  percentage  of  abnormal  sole 


reflex  in  the  apparently  healthy,  especially  in  women;  such  com- 
parison,  however,  can  not  be  given  before  we  are  ready  to  pub- 
lish the  results  of  similar  investigations  from  all  the  State  hos- 
pitals. When  an  abnormal  condition  of  the  sole-reaction  is  met 
with  among  the  apparently  healthy,  it  is  almost  as  a  rule  in  a 
person  who  has  undergone  some  serious  infantile  or  later  dis- 
ease, mostly,  it  seems,  scarlet  fever  or  typhoid. 

The  abnormal  reflexes  were  divided  as  follows:  Overacute,  in 
1,  or  0.67  per  cent,  of  male,  and  in  4,  or  2.1  per  cent,  of  female; 
markedly  dimin.  in  40,  or  27  per  cent,  of  mate,  and  38,  or  20.3  per 
cent,  of  female;  and  entirely  absent,  in  34,  or  22.7  per  cent,  of 
mgile,  and  71,  or  38  per  cent,  of  female. 

The  female  patients,  it  will  be  noticed,  show,  notwithstanding 
their  more  tender  skin,  a  decidedly  worse  state  of  the  sole-reac- 
tions. The  same  fact  can  be  observed,  only  on  a  much  smaller 
scale,  in  the  comparatively  healthy  classes  of  people.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  woman's  sole  is  naturally  less  sensible  to  tickling. 

The  axillary  reaction  was  found  abnormal  in  71,  or  48  per  cent., 
out  of  the  148  boys,  and  in  109,  or  slightly  less  than  60  per  cent., 
out  of  the  184  girls,  who  could  be  properly  examined  for  these 
sensations.  These  percentages  are  very  close  to  those  obtained 
with  the  solle-  reaction,  showing  that  the  causes  of  the  abnormal- 
ity of  the  two  phenomena  amount  in  this  class  of  patients  to 
almost  the  same  proportions.  As  to  the  particular  kinds  of  ab- 
normal axillary  reaction,  we  have  the  following: 


The  reflex  was  markedly  diminighed.  Absent.  Oreracute. 


In  males,  in  25.7% 22.3%  0% 

In  female*,  in  14.7% 44.6%  0.6% 


The  influence  of  age  on  the  sole  and  axillary  reflexes  in  the 
feeble-minded  is  decided,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table. 
We  have  not  only  an  increase  of  all  the  abnormal  reactions  to- 
gether with  the  age  among  these  patients,  but  the  table  shows 
<jlearly  that  we  have  also  a  rapid  increase  of  the  greater  over  the 
lesser  disturbances  of  the  two  reflexes. 
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SOLBS. 


Male,  up  to  15 

Male,  15  to  32 

Male,  32  and  above 
Female,  np  to  15. . 
Female,  15  to 30... 
Female,  abore  30. . 


Normal. 

Abnormal. 

Diminished. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

58.3 

41.7 

28.6 

39.7 

60.3 

28.6 

0 

100.0 

0 

57.0 

43.0 

17.0 

31.8 

68.2 

21.8 

37.5 

62.5 

20.8 

AXILLAK. 


Male,  up  to  15  « 

Male,  15  to  32 

Male,  32  aud  aboTe. 
Femalee,  up  to  15.. 
Females,  15  to  30. .. 
Females,  above  30.. 


57.1 

42.9 

30.0 

46.0 

57.0 

17.6 

0 

100.0 

0 

59.2 

40.8 

13.0 

37.4 

62.6 

17.7 

13.0 

87.0 

4.3 

Absent. 


Per  cent. 
13.1 
30.1 
100.0 
24.5 
43. & 
41.7 


12.0 
36.5 
100.0 
27.^ 
44.8 
82.& 


The  abo^e  table  demonstrates  again,  besides  what  has  been 
mentioned  already,  that  in  the  feeble-minded,  there  being 
present  oonjsiderable  nervoois  disturbances  f  po-m  a  very  early  age, 
those  disturbances  increase  and  aggravate  with  the  age  of  the 
patients.  The  disorders  which  have  originally  given  rise  to  the 
most  pponounced  symptom  of  these  cases,  namely,  to  a  mental 
defect  of  various  depth,  these  disorders  have  not  ceased,  at  least 
so  in  many  cases,  with  the  establishment  of  the  mental  defect  of 
the  subject.  In  many  cases  there  is  a  more  or  less  slow  and  in- 
sidious continuation  of  the  degenerative  processes  in  the  nervous 
system  of  the  patient.  The  physician  has  here  to  deal  with  a 
progressive,  not  a  stable  process,  and  he  may  possibly  find  in  the 
above  data  some  indications  as  to  the  treatment  of  this  important 
class  of  patients,  namely,  the  imbeciles.  It  is  self-evident  from 
the  above,  that  a  successful  therapy  of  this  class  of  patients,  what- 
ever degree  of  perfection  such  a  therapy  may  ever  reach,  will  be 
always  directly  more  effective  in  proportion  to  the  age  of  the  indi- 
vidual at  which  instituted.  This  conclusion  should  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  main  points  of  this  series  of  investigations  on  the 
feeble-minded. 

""^ere  are  remaining  a  few  interesting  particulars  about  the 
3  and  axillary  reactions. 


In  tbree  cases,  one  male  (16  years)  and  two  females  (12  and  1 6 
years),  the  sole-reflexes  were  found  decidedly  and  persifltently 
different  on  the  two  aides.  In  the  boy,  the  left  reaction  was 
normal,  the  right  absent;  no  corresponding  unilaterality  of  other 
reflexes.  In  one  girl  (16  years)  the  right  sole  was  normal,  the 
left  mnoh  diminished;  other  reflexes  even.  In  the  last  girl,  the 
left  sole  was  normal,  the  right  absent;  in  the  same  patient  the 
right  patellar  reaction  was  normal,  while  the  left  was  mach  di- 
minished. These  cases  show  that  there  is  a  possibility,  though 
the  occurrence  is  very  rare,  of  an  affection  of  the  tickling  reflex 
arc  on  one  side  only. 

Finally,  we  have  the  following  data  as  to  the  conjoint  absence 
of  the  plantar  and  axillary  reflexes.  I  have  arranged  also  these 
with  relation  to  the  age  of  the  patients,  which  arrangement  addB, 
it  will  be  seen,  a  little  broader  interest  to  the  table. 

Both  reaction,  plantar  and  axillary  were  absent  in  the  follow- 
ing proportion  of  the  whole  numiber  of  oases  between  the  ages 
etated:    ' 


Males. 

Females. 

Up  to  15 

Per  cent. 
7.1 

Up  to  15 

Per  cent. 
18.6 

15  to  32 

20.3 

15  t«  30 

32.1 

Above  32  in  both  casei . . . 
Wbole  per  cent 

V.[l   ii" 

Above  30 

Wbole  per  cent 

87.6 

29 

Both  sexes  aggravate  with  age;  the  female  constantly  prepon- 
derate over  the  male. 

We  have  one  more  set  of  data  to  finish  with  the  consideratioii 
of  reflexes;  these  data  concern  certain  associatioDs  of  normal  and 
abnormal  I'eactions. 

All  the  reflexes  (light,  accomanodation,  patellar,  plantar  and 
axillary)  were  normal  in  18,  or  12  per  cent,  males,  and  in  15,  or 
7.9  per  cent,  females. 

The  light  and  accommodation  reaction  were  normal,  with  an 
abnormal  patellar  reaction  in  the  same  subject,  in  30  out  of  89 
cases  where  all  these  reflexes  could  be  ascertained  in  the  male 
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or  in  33.5  per  ceixt,  and  in  33  out  of  110  females,  or  in  30  per 
cent.    ' 

The  light  and  acoonmiodiation  reflexes  were  both  abnormal  with 
normal  patellar  reflexes  in  two  males  and  in  three  females.  The 
conditions  of  light  and  accommodation  reaction®  were  in  these 
cases  as  follows:  Male  (1)  light  di'minished,  accommodation  nn- 
ascertainable;  (2)  light  and  accommodation  both  diminished;  fe- 
male (1)  light  absent,  accommodation  unascertainable;  (2)  light 
diminislied,  accomimodation  doubtful.  The  light  reaction 
alone  was  abnormal,  in  subjects  with  normal  knee-jerks,  in  two 
males  (in  both  diminished),  and  in  six  females  (in  one  aibsent  and 
In  five  diminished). 

Abnormal  patellar  with  normal  light  reaction,  other  reflexes 
not  considered,  was  present  in  50.7  per  cent,  of  the  male  and  in 
62.1  per  cent,  of  the  females. 

Finally,  light,  accommodation  and  patellar  reflexes  normal, 
with  abnormal  reaction  of  either  the  solves  or  the  axillae,  were 
found  in  32.6  per  cent  of  the  male  anid  in  36.4  per  cent,  of  the 
female  imibeciles,  in  whom  all  these  reflexes  could  be  properly 
tested. 

All  these  figures  go  to  prove  the  possibility  of  an  independent 
affection  of  any  of  the  reflex  arcs  examined,  and,  fuirther,  the 
possibility  of  any  combination  of  affection  of  these  arcs.  The 
light  and  patellar  reactions  show  more  independency  than  is  to 
them  probably  generally  acceded. 

In  conclusion,  we  may  say  to  have  found  that  all  reflex  action 

in  the  feeble-mimded  suffers  considerably  and  pT-ogressively  with 

the  age  of  the  patients;  that  the  light-reflex  is  the  least  affected 

in  this  class  of  individuals;  but  that  imbecility  does  not  seem  to  be 

characterized  by  any  specific  refiex  abnormality.    In  consequence^ 

these  refiex  disorders  in  the  feeble-minded  do  not  express  any 

specialized  affection,  but  a  something  which  affects  more  or  less 

the  whole  nervous  system  in  general.     In  face  of  such  facts  we 

should  not  accept  the  "  feeble-mindedness  "  or  ^^  idiocy  "  in  most 

for  more  than  one  of  the  symptoms,  perhaps  the  most  ap- 

t  symptom,  of  a  process,  in  which  participates  in  various 

»  and  ways  the  whole  nervous  system. 
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II.  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  MOUTH  STRUCTURES. 

(a)  Dentition :  The  examination  for  this  item  is  rather  difficult 
in  a  class  of  which  such  a  large  proportion  are  children,  as  in 
this  case;  .nevertheless,  with  a  considerable  care  some  interesting 
results  were  arrived  at.  In  order  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible 
an  error  in  the  following  statements,  all  in  any  way  uncertain 
cases  were  excluded  from  consideration.  The  conditions  found 
will  be  best  given  according  to  the  ages  of  the  patients. 

Male. 


Up  to  10  years 

10  to  15  years 

15  to  20  years 

20  to  25  years 

25  to  30  years 

Above  30  years 

Up  to  10  years 

10  to  15  years 

15  to  20  years 

20to25yeartf 

25  to  30  years 

90  years  and  a  Wove. . . 


• 

-^j^ 

,a 

^8 

1^ 

h 

s*" 

5-« 

24 

26 

28 

29 

80 

31 

32 

9& 

s 

B 
7a 

4 
8 
1 

r 

22 

58 
51 

1 

4 
3 

20 
31 

1 

1 

1 

*  «  «  • 

3 

18 
4 

7 

4 



1 

1 

1 

*  •  ■  ■ 

4 
1 
2 

7 
2 
2 

"i 

•  •  • . 

% 


17 
26 
13 

8 
2 

4 


Female. 


15 
41 
49 
38 
25 
12 

3 

1 

2 

4 
1 

•    «     M     M 

4 
6 
1 

1 

1 
22 
26 
5 
4 
1 

m  m  m   m 

2 

2 

7 

1 

1 
2 
1 

5 

13 

9 

2 

8 
24 
11 

2 

9 
10 
8 
8 
9 
9 


The  eruption  of  second  teeth  in  healthy  children  talies  place, 
according  to  Landois  &  Sterling,*  in  the  following  manner: 

Incisors,  7  to  8  years;  bicuspids,  9  to  10  years;  canines,  11  to 
12  years;  and  molars,  at  6,  12  to  13,  and  17  to  25. 

According  to  my  experience  with  healthy  Americans,  the  above 
periods  for  the  eruption  of  the  incisors  and  of  the  canines  should 
each  begin  about  a  year  earlier,  while  the  beginning  of  the  erup- 
tion of  the  third  molars  occurs  somewhat  later.  If  we  compare 
with  these  data  the  dentition  in  the  feeble-minded  as  given  above, 
we  find  signs  of  a  considerable  retardation  in  this  class.    Out  of 


*  Landois  &  SterliDfi; ;  Tezt>book  of  Human  Physiolof^,  4th  Edition,  p.  271. 


56 

38  males  between  15  and  20  years  of  age,  only  in  3,  and  out  of 
41  females  of  the  same  age  only  &  were  found  with  any  wisdom 
teeth,  while  in  68,  or  86  per  cent,  of  the  combined  number,  there 
have  appeared  as  yet  no  wisdom  teeth  whatever.  The  earliest 
age  at  which  any  of  the  third  molars  made  its  appearance  was 
15  years  in  the  male  and  15  years  in  the  female;  before  18,  2  teeth 
have  appeared  only  in  2  instances  in  the  male  and  in  3  cases  in 
the  female.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  in  quite  a  large  number 
of  instances  the  wisdom  teeth  not  appearing  until  after  30. 

Occasionally  other  teeth  were  found  wanting  besides  the  molars. 
The!  record  of  these  instances  is  as  follows: 
In  a  boy  of  14,  there  have  never  appeared  both  lower  and  the 

right  upper  second  incisors. 
In  a  boy  of  15,  there  has  never  appeared  the  left  lower  second 

incisor. 
In  a  boy  of  15,  there  have  never  appeared  both  second  upper 

incisors. 
In  a  boy  of  16,  there  has  never  appeared  the  right  upper  canine. 
In  a  girl  of  8,  there  have  never  appeared  the  second  bicuspids. 
In  a  girl  of  9,  there  have  never  appeared  the  second  bicuspids. 
In  a  girl  of  11,  there  have  never  appeared  both  second  upper 

incisors. 
In  a  girl  of  11,  there  have  never  appeared  both  second  upper 

bicuspids. 
In  a  girl  of  12,  there  have  never  appeared  both  second  upper 

incisors. 
In  a  girl  of  13,  there  has  never  appeared  the  right  upper  canine. 
In  a  girl  of  18,  there  has  never  appeared  the  right  upper  second 

incisor. 
In  a  girl  of  19,  there  has  never  appeared  the  right  upper  second 

incisor. 
The  utmost  care  was  taken,  I  hardly  need  to  state,  not  to  in- 
clude among  these  data  any  case  wherein  a  tooth  might  have 
been  present  and  was  lost.  From  the  greater  uncertainty  as  to 
this  point  in  older  patients,  I  have  not  taken  into  consideration 
'-^  any  cases  over  twenty  the  want  of  other  teeth  than  the  molars. 
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The  frequency  of  instances  where  Bome  tooth  or  teeth  have  not 
yet  appeared  in  the  feeble-minded  below  twenty,  is  xsonsiderably 
in  excess  to  what  I  have  found  lately  on  a  large  series  of  compara- 
tively normal  children  in  the  New  York  Juvenile  Asylum. 

Of  supernumerary  teeth  I  have  found  only  one  example — ^two 
extra  lower  incisors  in  a  boy  of  ten.  Supernumerary  teeth  are 
very  frequently  but  remnants  of  the  first  dentition,  and  I  am  not 
sure  if  that  was  not  the  case  with  this  patient. 

(b)  Denture  : 

The  characters  of  the  teeth  will  be  considered  from  two  stand- 
I>oints,  and  that  is,  first,  from  the  purely  morphological  view,  and 
second,  with  view  as  to  the  durability  of  the  teeth  in  the  feeble- 
minded as  compared  with  that  in  the  healthy. 

The  form  of  teeth  is  comparatively  simple  and  can  not  show 
any  great  scope  of  variations.  The  main  deviations)  from  the 
average  can  be  observed  in  the  size  of  .the  teeth ;  we  meet  occa- 
sionally with  teeth  which  are  excessively  small,  or  again  with 
such  which  are  much  larger  than  the  usual.  The  diminutive  char- 
acter, when  met  with,  applies  generally  to  the  whole  denture, 
while  the  great  teeth  are  more  or  less  isolated,  or  in  pairs. 

The  very  small  teeth  are  often  very  healthy,  and  they  are  gen- 
erally, at  least  in  front,  surrounded  by  free  spaces  or  diastemata; 
the  mouths  they  occur  in  are  most  frequently  well  formed  and 
spacious,  and  their  owners  are  often  robust  and  muscular,  almost 
never  thin  and  frail.  This  variety  of  teeth  is .  quite  frequent 
among  the  criminals  and  the  criminal  insane,  rare  among  normal 
people.  Children  of  the  same  family  are  liable  to  show  this  char- 
acter in  common.  The  signification  of  diminutive  teeth  is  doubt- 
ful. We  could,  perhaps,  refer  the  phenomenon  to  atavism,  as  we 
find  teeth  of  similar  nature  in  the  lower  monkeys;  the  teeth  of 
the  anthropoids,  however,  are  large,  and  very  small  teeth  in  low 
human  races  are  a  rare  exception.  Even  with  a  much  less  right 
can  we  ascribe  the  diminutive  teeth  to  degeneration,  and  there 
probably  rests  only  one  explanation  for  same,  which  is  organic 
variation,  a  process  which  receives,  I  believe,  too  little  of  our 
attention. 
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Besides  the  eases  of  gamine  dimiBntiTe  denture,  we  find  oeca- 
skmallj  one  or  a  pair  of  teeth  of  a  very  small  we.  The  teeth 
excluavely  Urns  affected  are  the  second  incisors,  especially  those 
of  the  npp^  jaw,  the  second  bicuspids,  and  the  third  molars. 
In  these  cases  the  process  which  causes  the  smallness  is  undonbt- 
edlr  dental  degeneration,  and  these  instances  are  the  precuTBors 
of  the  future  evolotire  changes  in  our  dentiti<m  in  generaL 

mie  rery  large  teeth  are  more  rare  than  the  preceding.  The 
excess  in  size  manifests  itself  mostly  in  the  upper  incisors,  es^^e- 
cially  the  middle  pair,  and  then  in  the  canines.  ExcessiTely 
large  teeth  appear  mostly  in  beings  of  a  ocmgenital  abnormal 
j^ysical  status.  Their  cause,  it  appears  to  me,  is  more  clearly  a 
milder  degree  of  reversion  than  anything  else. 

Very  large  and  very  small  teeth  are  never  met  togeth^  in 
mouths  of  normal  {►eople. 

Among  the  Syracuse  feeble-minded,  diminutive  teeth  were  met 
with  in  5,  or  3.1  per  cent,  of  the  male,  and  in  7,  or  3.9  per  cent,  of 
the  female  examined.  These  figures  do  not  constitute  any  material 
difference  between  the  two  sexes.  Among  1,000  children  of  the 
New  York  Juvenile  Asylum,*  the  same  condition  of  teeth  was 
found  in  only  l.G  per  cent,  of  the  total,  or  in  1.47  per  cent,  male 
and  2J2  per  cent,  female. 

Teeth  of  exc-essive  size  were  found  in  four  instances  among  the 
boys  and  only  one  am(mg  the  girls  of  the  Syracuse  asylum.  In 
two  out  of  these  five  cases  it  was  the  middle  upjier  incisors  whi^'h 
were  ex<*essive  in  siz<^:  in  two  others  it  was  the  canines,  and  in 
one,  the  female,  it  was  both,  the  middle  uj»j>er  incisors  and  the 
upper  canines. 

Tt^'o  very  j^efuliar  fonns  of  teeth  were  found  by  me  during  the 
examinations,  but  only  one  specimen  of  the  one  form  and  two  or 
three  of  the  oth^-r.  Both  these  forms  deserve  to  t^e  described  in 
detail,  and  as  I  Lave  l>een  able  to  ascertain  since,  thev  bear  a 
certain  relation  together. 


*  Hw  timiMtin  of  the  If .  T.  Jnvenlle  ABjlaiiL,  to  whom  we  shall  hare  an  oeeaiiMi  to  refer 
j9(t  more  than  onoe,  conncts  mainly  of  poor,  hot  aonnal  children,  with  a  email  admixture  of 
ir  a  h^t  grade  of  joung  ciiminals. 


4.— Tbe  polTBonal   alveolar 
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The  fiTBt  form  oanicerns  the  oanines  anly,  the  second  almofst 
exclusively  the  in-cisors.  In  the  first  form  the  canine  is  entirely 
normal,  up  to  its  free  point;  but  here,  instead  of  terminating  in 
a  more  or  less  pointed,  regular  summit,  we  find  a  curious  con- 
formation which  I  have  endeavored  to  illustrate  with  figure  3. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  picture,  there  is  a  regular  ring-like 
depression  surrounding  the  tooth  near  its  summit,  and  above  this 
depression  is  a  niceiy  formed  and  not  very  small  triangular 
tubenele,  by  whicfh  the  canine  terminates.  The  effect  of  the  whole 
is  such,  as  if  the  enamel  tubercle  on  the  top  were  a  separate 
piece,  which  has  been  cemented  to  the  lower  point  of  the  tooth. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  detect  as  yet  to  what  degree  the  enaonel 
and  the  dentine  participate  on  the  constriction. 

As  I  have  seen  this  condition  since,  in  eight  or  nine  different 
persons,  it  appears  with  the  following  characteristics:  The  tuber- 
cles may  be  of  various  size,  and  more  or  less  well  defined  at  their 
base.  They  occur  mostly,  if  not  always,  on  the  second  teeth, 
only  on  the  canines,  and  generally  either  on  a  pair  of  these,  most 
frequently  the  lower,  or  on  all  four  of  the  teeth.  The  attachment 
of  the  tubercle  to  the  tooth  seems  to  be  very  firm,  as  I  have  never 
found  it  broken  off,  and  I  have  seen  two  nice  specimens  of  the 
condition  in  adults.    The  peculiarity  occurs  in  both  sexes. 

The  case  among  the  feeble-minded  was  that  of  a  girl  of  14;  the 
tubercles  in  her  case  were  most  typical,  and  they  were  present 
on  all  the  four  canines;  the  above  figure  represents  one  of  these 
four,  which  I  have  extracted. 

In  almost  all  cases  where  I  have  met  with  this  condition  there 
could  be  detected  in  the  same  person  also,  some  other  constitu- 
tional infirmities,  denoting  disorders  of  physical  evolution  or  of 
nutrition  during  the  growth  of  the  being.  As  we  find  no  similar 
form  of  canines  in  the  lower  species  of  mammals,  we  cannot 
speak  here  of  reversion.  The  most  plausible  explanation  of  the 
condition,  it  seems  to  me  would  be  the  following: 

The  ring  below  the  summit  of  the  canines  represents  a  period 
of  constitutional  derangement  in  the  person's  life,  a  period  of 
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malnutrition,  allied  to  rachitis  or  same  aimilar  process.  The 
tubepclee  on  the  summit  of  the  teeth  are  not  new  fonmations,  but 
those  parte  of  the  normal  teeth  which  represent  those  of  the 
original  cells  of  the  second  canines,  which  have  not  been  affected 
by  the  period  of  the  person's  abnormal  condition.  The  lower 
parte  of  the  canines,  below  the  constriction,  ore  equally  parte 
idevel^oped  during  the  individual's  normal  condition,  or  during  a 
period  of  restitution. 

The  second  form  of  x>eouliar  teeth  occurs,  as  stated  already, 
mostly  in  the  incisors,  and  that  of  both  jaws;  w*hich  condition 
has  already  received  notice  by  several  authors.  The  incisors 
present  the  following  aspect:  They,  as  all  the  other  teeth  in  the 
same  mouth,  are  more  or  less  of  a  dirty  yellow  tinge;  their  free 
edges  are  serrated,  or  irregular;  while  the  front  of  the  teeth  is 
rough,  looks  as  if  entirely  denuded  of  enamel,  and  shows  either 
one  or  several  rows  of  dote,  or,  more  commonly,  from  one  to 
three  horizontal  grooves.  The  outer  surfaces  of  the  teeth  appear, 
in  brief,  dirty,  and  dotted  or  corrugated,  with  the  dote  or  grooves 
still  dirtier.  The  striation  is  always  horizontal  and  extends 
generally  over  the  whole  anterior  plane  of  the  teeth.  Occasion- 
ally traces  of  similar  corrugation  may  be  noticed  as  farback  as 
the  bicuspids.  The  canines  in  these  cases  show  frequently  a 
more  or  less  defined  "  tubercle  "  at  their  summit.  The  molars 
and  the  bicuspids  in  these  mouths  are  almost  as  a  rule  in  bad 
condition,  decayed  and  much  discolored.  Teeth  of  this  sort  occur 
again  in  individuals  who  show  also  other  traces  of  some  past 
constitutional  disturbance.  The  first  teeth  may  already  be  thus 
affected;  indeed,  I  am  not  certein  whether  the  condition  is  not 
more  frequent  in  the  first  teeth  than  in  the  second.  In  at  least 
one  ease  I  have  seen  normal  second  incisors,  only  distinctly 
serrated,  take  the  place  of  corrugated  incisors  of  the  first  denti- 
tion. Oases  of  this  form  of  teeth  are  considerably  more  frequent 
than  those  of  the  canines  with  tubercles,  but  their  cause  is  prob- 
ably very  similar,  only  perhaps  somewhat  less  pronounced,  and 
more  prolonged. 
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Diaatemata:  By  this  term  we  anderstand  all  unusual  natural 
BpeaxB  between  the  teeth.  In  the  average  mouth,  we  cannot 
freely  introduce  anything  of  the  thickness  of  an  ordinary  blotting 
paper  between  any  two  teeth  in  their  natural  position;  but  to 
this  rule  there  are  many  exceptions  even  among  the  most  normal. 

The  signification  of  diastemata  must  be  considered  in  every 
case  separately  on  the  basi«  of  their  causes.  There  are  several 
widely  different  conditions  which  will  give  rise  to  diastemata. 
The  first  of  such  causes  is  a  smallness  of  the  teeth,  with  a  gum  of 
normal  proportions;  the  second  i»  a  large  gum,  with  the  teeth  of 
normal  size;  the  third  is  a  congenital  want  of  some  teeth;  the 
fourth  ifi  ^m  incomplete  closure  of  intermaxillary  suture  between 
the  two  middle  incisors,  or  an  oblique,  converging  downward 
position  of  the  middle  incisors;  as  the  fifth  cause  of  diastemata, 
finally,  we  may  assume  atavism.  Occasionally  spaces  between 
various  teeth  will  be  developed'  after  the  neighboring  teeth  have 
been  extracted;  these  cases  are  not  diastemae  proper. 

DiastemsB  due  to  the  first  three  causes  indicated  above,  are 
naturally  without  much  significance;  those  of  the  first  kind  of 
the  fourth  variety  denote  a  certain  physical  retardation,  while 
those  of  the  second  kind  are  a  reversive  character;  those  of  the 
fifth  category,  however,  if  ascertained  to  belong  to  this,  would  be 
indications  of  considerable  more  meaning  than  any  of  the  other 
varieties.  The  value  of  any  and  all  reversive  characters  found  in 
man  lies  in  the  following:  The  development  of  every  part  of  the 
body  is  fundamentally  directed  by  the  nervous  centres  of  the 
individuail,  and  if  the  development  of  the  body  or  any  of  its  parts 
will  not  be  seriously  interfered  with  by  pathological  processes  of 
any  kind,  or  by  accidents,  the  evolved  parts  will  exactly  corres- 
pond to  the  powers  of  those  basal  organic  nervous  centres.  The 
stability  of  these  parts  of  the  nervous  system  is  very  consider- 
able, and  they  are  not  easily  infiuenced,  as  we  see  by  observing 
the  very  small  effects  on  the  evolution  of  a  being  of  many  mal- 
adies and  accidents  happening  through  this  period*  When  those 
centres  are  influenced,  however,  the  results  are  as  follows:  if  the 
result  took  place  in  a  being  during  his  evolutionary  period,  there 
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may  result  modifications  of  tbeee  parts  of  the  indivldusl,  whioih 
are  still  andeveloped,  on  the  same  principle  that  a  deleterious 
influence  will  affeot  mostly  the  young,  growing  braniches  of  a 
plant  or  tree,  and  not  the  old.  If  the  indiyiduali  is  aJLready  fully 
developed  when  the  blight  occurs,  the  effect  will  show  first  in 
his  progeny,  in  the  same  way  as  it  would  in  the  seeds  of  a  plant, 
which  itself  can  not  be  furthermiore  much  affected.  In  botli 
instances  just  enumerated  the  progeny  will  reoeiTe  a  deficiency 
oi  -some  part  of  its  organic  nervous  centres;  and  this  defideney 
will  manifest  itself  during  the  eyolution  of  the  being  in  some 
of  his  organs.  This  is  the  whole  substance  of  the  so-called  signs 
of  degeneration.  Now  we  know  that  in  all  nervous  centres  the 
parts  and  consequently  the  functions  last  acquired  in  organic 
•evolution^  are  always  liable  to  be  lost  first  when  a  cause  is  pres^ 
■ent.  The  last  acquired  parts  of  the  human  organic  nervous  cen- 
tres are  naturally  those  by  the  acquisition  of  which  he  became 
differentiated  into  a  new  species,  and  it  is  a  smaller  or  greater 
part  of  this  his  acquisition  which  under  the  proper  unfavorable 
<nrcumstances  he  is  liable  to  lose  first.  That  this  does  noit  happen 
more  often  or  to  a  greater  extent  than  it  does,  proves  man's 
acquisition  of  the  human  characteristics  to  be  very  stable 
already,  and  hence  old.  When  a  loss  does  happen,  a  sort  of  a 
reversion,  some  sort  and  degree  of  libnation  and  activity  of  a 
more  primitive  function,  occurs,  and  such  is  the  signification  of 
all  signs  of  atavism.  Of  course,  these  expressions  are  largely 
only  figurative  statements,  and  do  not  pretend  to  represent  the 
real  pathological  changes  which  occur  in  those  nervous  centres. 
Now  as  to  diastemata  of  a  reversive  character.  If  we  examine 
large  series  of  inferior  species,  from  the  lizards  upwards  to  the 
anthropoids,  we  find  that  the  most  constant  and  largest  diastemata 
in  all  these  species  are  those  around  the  canines.  The  next  n)ost 
frequent  spaces  occur  between  the  middle  ux)p6r  incisors.  Spaces 
around  other  teeth  are  in  most  of  the  animal  species,  and  the 
more  so  the  higher  up  we  go,  but  exceptions.  If  then  we  are 
to  consider  any  diastema  in  the  human  being  sb  of  a  reversion, 
oir  rather,  of  a  reappearing  nature,  it  should  be  the  diastema 
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around  the  caninee,  or  the  one  between  the  upper  middle  inciaars 
and  especially  when  isolated  and  not  due  to  a  non-appearance 
of  some  of  the  neighboring  teeth.  That  such  a  space  between 
the  teeth  is  really  more  significant  than  others,  especially  those 
on  the  outside  of  the  incisors,  can  be  also  adduced  from  the  fol- 
lowing: It  is  quite  a  eommon  fact  oif  observation  and  a  proven 
fact  of  measurements,  that  the  alveolar  processes  of  both  jaws 
tend  in  the  white  species  to  a  gradual  diminution  in  length:  we 
see  most  commonly  that  our  third  molars  have  to  be  extracted 
on  account  of  a  lax;k  of  space.  'As  we  go  downward  from  the 
white  man,  to  the  inferior  human  races  and  especially  to  the 
apes,  we  find  thajt  the  alveolar  process,  constantly  propoportion- 
ately  lengthen,  and  that  in  almost  a  direct  proportion  to  the 
zoological  inferiority  of  the  being  considered.  Spaces  appear- 
ing around  the  canines,  in  a  race  whose  teeth  on  account  of  the 
shortness  of  the  gums,  are  becoming  more  and  more  crowded, 
can  not  but  denote  a  character  of  the  alveolar  processes  which 
is  not  necessarily  simian^  but  decidedly  a  low  human,  and  that  is 
why  particularly  natural  diasteimata  around  the  canines  should 
be  considered  as  signs  of  inferiority  or  as  a  lighter  grade  of  rever- 
sion. 

In  the  Syracuse  feeble-minded,  diastemae  of  all  kinds  were 
found  in  28,  or  17.5  per  cent,  of  males  and  in  31,  or  17.2  per  cent. 
of  females.  The  proportions  are  remarkably  even  in  the  two 
sexes.  As  to  the  varieties  of  diastemata,  considering  both  sexes 
together,  we  obtain  the  folowing  percentage  (with  reference  to 
the  whole  number  of  both  sexes  examined) : 

4        ,  I  Per  cent. 

Diastemata  between,  or  around  one  or  more  of  the  incisors,  14 . 7 
Diastemata  around  the  canines  (it  is  possible  that  some 
spaces  in  front  of  the  canines  were  included  with  those 

recorded  "  around  the  indsors  ") 2.3 

Diastemata  around  other  teeth  than  incisors  or  canines. .  1.8 


In  eight  cases,  or  2.3  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  the  diastemata  ex- 
isted only  between  the  middle  two  incisors,  indicating  a  more  or 
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lesB  Bimian  state,  or  a  more  or  less  inoomplete  union  ol  the  two 
parts  of  the  alveolar  process  in  the  middle.  Six.  of  the  caseB  were 
in  the  upper  jaw  and  two  in  the  lower. 

Abnormalitibs  of  thb  Tbbth  and  Thbir  Positions. 

Abnormal  positions  of  teeth  may  be  divided  into  natural,  and 
mechanicfliy  the  first  division  embracing  the  prognathic  and  the 
invergent  teeth,  the  second  group  comprising  ail  those  that  are 
irr^ularly  set  in  any  way. 

As  prognathic  we  may  term  such  teeth^  whose  long  axis,  in  the 
proper  position  of  an  individual,  would  terminate  far  from  his 
own  vertical  axis,  in  other  words  «teeth  whose  position  is  more 
slanting  forward  than  usual.  Invergent  teeth,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  those,  whose  long  axes  are  inclined  into  the  mouth,  so 
that  they  slant  more  or  less  inward. 

Pn^nathic  teeth  are  occasionally  caused  by  the  child's  habit 
of  sucking  his  fingers;  otherwise  they  stand  on  the  par  with 
prognathic  gums,  and  equally  aa  these  are  a  positive  inferior 
organic  character,  which  is  very  marked  in  some  races  of  the 
n^ro  and  in  the  anthropoids.  The  upper  teeth  are  more  fre- 
quently prognathic  than  the  lower  when  met  with  in  the  white; 
this  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  greater  freedom  with  which  the 
upper  teeth  overlapping  the  lower  can  assume  the  slanting  posi- 
tion. Nevertheless  there  may  be  a  pax^nathism  of  the  lower 
teeth  alone.  This  happens  when  the  lower  jaw  is  either  too 
long,  so  that  the  lower  teeth  protrude  in  front  of  the  upper,  or 
when  the  jaw  is  too  short  As  to  the  significance  of  the  sign, 
this  is  greatest  when  the  teeth  of  both  jaws  are  prognathic,  and 
least  when  such  condition  exists  only  in  the  lower. 

In  the  male  feeble-minded  the  upper  teeth  were  found  prog- 
nathic (after  elimination  of  the  cases  possibly  due  to  finger 
suction)  in  three  cases,  or  almost  2  per  cent.,  and  the  lower  in 
two  cases,  or  in  about  1.3  per  cent,  of  those  examined.  Among 
the  female,  there  were  found  one  case  with  a  double,  three  with 
upper  and  one  with  a  lower  dental  prognathism.  These  pro- 
portions are  larger  than  I  have  obtained  among  healthy  children 
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but  to  establish  the  difference,  he  would  need  to  examine  for  this 
particular  item  first  of  all  a  very  large  number  of  feeble-minded, 
and  then  a  corresx)onding  number  of  healthy  children  with  the 
least  possible  hereditary  predisposition. 

The  invergent  teeth  are  a  very  peculiar  character  for  which 
it  is  difficult  to  offer  a  substantiated  explanation.  The  inclination 
inward  is  usually  very  regular,  and  affects  all  the  teeth  of  one 
or  both  jaws,  though  it  ib  generally  more  marked  either  in  front 
or  on  the  sides.  The  teeth  are  occasionally  at  the  same  time 
smaller  than  the  average.  This  condition  is  very  raire  in  normal 
children.  I  found  it  in  4  out  of  160  male  and  4  out  of  180  female 
feeble-minded  examined.  Twice  the  inversion  wba  mostly 
mrarked  in  the  upper  teeth,  five  times  in  the  lower  teeth,  and 
three  times  it  affected  the  whole  denture.  Invergent  teeth  are 
not  infrequent  in  apes,  monkeys,  and  lower  animals. 

There  is  only  one  more  item  relating  to  faulty  position  of  the 
teeth  which  remains  to  be  considered,  and  that  comprises  the 
irregularities  in  setting  of  some  of  the  teeth. 

In  a  spacious  human  jaw,  all  the  teeth  are  set  in  a  beautiful 
and  perfectly  symmetrical  hyperbola  or  parabola.  But  such  jaws 
are  to-day  the  rule  only  in  the  primitive  races,  and  are  becoming 
more  and  more  a  scarcity  in  white  people.  Thle  jaws  of  the 
white  man  tend  to  diminish  in  all  directions,  but  they  tend  es- 
pecially to  shorten;  this  anthropological  observation,  for  the 
support  of  which  I  have  plenty  of  data  on  the  skulls^  will  also 
be  borne  out  by  every  dentist  who  has  given  this  question  any 
attention  and  who  has  had  the  chance  to  observe  the  jaws  of 
people  of  different  races.  There  may  be  even  a  difference  as  ta 
the  spaciousness  of  the  jaws  in  the  different  social  classes  of 
white  people  alone,  but  this  problem  requires  further  and  ex- 
tensive investigation. 

The  consequences  of  the  shortening  of  the  jaws  are  various 
crowdings  of  the  teeth,  for  the  teeth  are  not  diminishing  their 
size  in  direct  proportions  to  the  jaws. 

The  crowding  affects  generally  some  part  of  the  anterior  twor 
thirds  of  the  dental  arch,  and  the  third  molars.    These  last  must 
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came  affected,  all  further  progress  becomes  exceedingly  difficult 
to  trace,  and  is  irregulair.  In  consequence,  I  found  a  scientific 
classification  of  bad  teeth  impructicable  and  I  had  to  adopt  one 
which  is  al'most  entirely  arbitrary,  but  which  is  very  simiple  and 
will  xK)ssess  at  least  some  little  advantages  as  an  aid  to  the 
understanding  by  every  reader  of  the  data  collected.  In  this 
nomenclature,  and  the  same  was  followed  throughout  our  exami- 
nations in  the  State,  all  such  teeth  are  called  ^»e,  from  which  no 
more  yet  than  two  were  plainly  affected,  or  were  lost,  or  both; 
where  more  than  two  and  up  to  six  teeth  were  affected  or  lost,  the 
condition  of  the  denture  was  termed  good;  in  cases  where  seven 
to  sixteen  teeth  were  affected  or  lost,  or  both,  the  condition  was 
termed  mediocre;  and  aibove  this  all  dentures  were  recorded  as 
in  had  condition,  a  special  mention  being  made  of  cases  where  all 
teeth  were  lost. 

According  to  this  nomenclatuore,  I  have  obtained  the  following 
data  on  the  feeble-minded.  I  place  an  the  second  column  for 
oomparison  similar  data  obtained  on  1,000  fairly  normal  children 
of  from  5  to  17  years  of  age,  examined  by  me  in  the  New  York 
Juvenile  Asylum: 


FnBLK-MIlfDBD, 

6  TO  17  Ybars  of 

AOB. 

Childrkn  of  thc 
n.  t.  juvcnilk 

ASTLOMf    6   TO    17 

Ybars  of  Aob. 

FkBBLK'MINDBD 

(Abovb  17  Tbars 

OF  Agb),  17  to 

84  Ybars 

Fbbblb- 

MIlfDKOf 

17  TO  45 
Ybars. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

f 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Fine  teeth 

Good  teeth 

Mediocre  teeth.. 
Bad  teeth 

Per  cent 

37.6 

44 

11.2 

7.2 

Per  cent. 
44.6 
37.5 
12 
6 

Per  cent. 

36.4 

44.5 

17.4 

2 

Per  cent. 
48.1 
42 
9 
.8 

Per  cent. 

5.7 

37.1 

40.0 

17.1 

Per  cent. 
25.2 
25.2 
30.5 
19 

All  teeth  lost,  among  imbeciles,  male,  none;  female,  none.    No 
teeth  loet  among  imbeciles,  male  40,  or  25  per  cent.;  female  52,  or 


29.2  per  cent. 
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There  are  certain  thingB  which  appear  in  a  very  neat  way  from 
the  preceding  table;  The  first  is  that  the  condition  of  teeth  in 
the  feeble-minded  up  to  their  seventeenth  year  and  in  the  normal 
up  to  that  same  age,  differs  but  very  little.  The  real  bad  condi- 
tion of  .the  teeth  is  by  far  more  frequent  in  the  former.  In  evalu- 
ation of  these  comparisons,  however,  we  m;ust  take  into  account 
the  far  more  unfavorable  hygienic  conditions  of  the  mouths  of 
the  feeble-minded.  Cleanliness  of  the  mouth  in  these  patients,  if 
attempted  already,  w<hioh  is  very  seldom  before  their  admission 
into  an  institution,  is  always  very  difficult.  In  addition  to  this 
there  is  frequently  an  increased  salivation,  with  consequent  baggy 
gums.  Tartar  deposits  and  bleeding  gums  are  common.  The 
mouths  of  some  inidividuals  of  this  class  are,  and  remain  more  or 
less  agaiuBt  whatever  to  the  contrary  can  be  done  in  the  iuBtitu- 
tion,  genuine  sewers.  If  with  all  this  we  still  find  a  percentage 
of  fine  teeth  almiost  as  high,  and  in  the  case  of  boys  a  really  some- 
what 'higher,  than  in  normal  children,  we  must  of  necessity  de 
cide  that  up  to  a  certain  age  the  quality  of  the  teeth  in  the  feeble- 
minded is  better  than  it  is  in  the  normal. 

After  17,  the  proportion  of  bad  teeth  rapidly  increases  in  the 
feeble-minded,  and  is  deddedly  larger  than  we  would  find  in  the 
normal.  It  is  difficult  to  say  how  much,  of  this  difference  may 
be  due  to  the  difference  in  the  lack  of  care  for  the  preservation 
of  the  teeth.  It  is  sfure  that  we  will  find  no  idiot's  mouth  to 
bristle  with  precious  metal,  as  niipny  of  the  mouths  of  the  health- 
ier ones  do  after  30,  or  even  earlier.  Nevertheless,  there  is  ap- 
parent in  some  of  the  feeble-minded,  butwithout  much  reference 
to  age,  a  process  of  extensive  teeth-destPuctJon  not  equalled,  or 
but  extremely  seldom  equalled  in  healthy  individuals.  It  is 
largely  due  to  oases  of  this  kind  that  we  owe  the  large  proportion 
of  "  bad  "  cases  amiong  the  feeble-minded  beyond  17  years  of  age. 
I  will  give  here  a  few  such  individuali  examples. 
Teeth  left  in  the  mouth: 

(Both  healthy  and  decayed)  in  a  boy  of  7,  6. 

In  a  boy  of  8,  8. 
In  a  girl  of  10,  12,  etc. 
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I  found  no  such  dentures  in  the  healthy  children.  This  process 
of  excessive  dental  destruction  is,  however/ not  the  generalized 
tendency  among  the  feeble-minded,  but  an  exception  affeetinig 
certain  special  cases.  I  was  not  able  at  this  time  to  give  these 
cases  sufficient  attention  to  find  by  what  other  signs  tbe^  also 
differ  from  the  majority  of  the  imbeciles. 

As  the  feeble-minded  advance  towards  40,  they  shed  their  teeth 
like  a  normal  person  of  60  or  70.  This  is  the  only  way  I  can  char- 
acterize the  extensive  losses  of  teeth  in  the  older  of  these  patients. 
IX  is  a  premature  dental  senility,  to  which  only  now  and  then  will 
be  found  some  exception. 

Why  should  the  teeth  of  the  younger  feeble-minded  be  superior 
to  those  of  other  children?  I  believe  we  must  know  the  whole 
physiology  of  that  class  before  being  able  to  satisfactorily  an- 
swer this  question.  Perhaps  the  succeeding  consideration  may 
also  help  us  to  throw  some  light  upon  it 

If  we  carefully  observe  on  the  preceding  table  the  proportions 
of  the  various  classes  of  teeth  in  the  two  sexes,  we  must  be 
impressed  with  the  almost  constant  dental  superiority  of  the  fe- 
malies,  and  this  fact  persists  among  the  healthy  as  well  as  among 
the  feeble-oninded,  and  througli  all  ages.  To  what  is  d<ue  this 
phenomenon?  There  is  practically  no  difference  in  the  care  of 
the  teeth  in  the  two  sexes  in  any  except  perhaps  the  second  divi- 
sion of  the  feebleiminded,  which  comprises  the  older  patients,  but 
such  a  x)ossibIe  difference,  which  would  depend  on  the  greater 
cane  the  adolescent  and  adult  female  gives  to  her  teeth  is  in  all 
probability  fully  offset  by  the  beneficial  effect  of  tobacco  on  the 
teeth  in  the  older  males. 

The  only  way  in  which  we  may  arrive  at  any  understanding  of 
the  existing  differences,  is  apparently  only  by  establishing  the 
anthropological  value  of  superior  denture.  Caries  of  teeth  is 
most  prevalent,  from  among  all  the  zoological  species,  in  man, 
and  among  the  human  races  it  is  most  common  in  the  white  man. 
The  lower  down  zoologically  we  proceed  from  the  iwhite  man  the 
less  frequent  caries  of  the  teeth  becomes;  the  higher  we  proceed 
in  evolution  the  more  frequent  it  is.      That  this  proposition 
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amounts  practically  to  a  law  "will  be  acknowledged  by  every  an- 
thropologist and  every  student  of  comparative  anatomy.  The  vi- 
tality and  resistance  of  teeth  decrease  with  the  advance  of  evolu- 
tion, and  superior  teeth  in  a  class  of  beings  under  these  conditions 
can  not  but  denote  a  correspondingly  lower  stage  of  organic  ad- 
vancement. '  I  think  that  the  superior  condition  of  the  teeth  in 
the  female  is  to  be  added  to  the  characters  of  their  jaws,  which 
were  considered  under  the  "  diastemata,"  and  that  it  has  a  re- 
lated significance. 

(c)  Alveolar  arches: 

A  clear  mental  image  of  the  average  or  normal  of  these  struc- 
tures must  also  here  underlie  the  examination,  and  form  a  stand- 
ard from  which  any  deviations  may  be  contrasted.  The  concept 
of  normal  alveolar  arches  can  be  easily  acquired,  if  the  observer 
is  capable  of  a  systematized  attention.  A  normal  alveolar  arch 
has  a  certain  form,  generally  that  of  a  hyperbola;  it  is  symmet- 
rical; it  is  of  certain  thickness,  which  is  but  slightly  greater  than 
the  thickness  of  the  teeth  at  their  insertion  into  the  gums,  and 
especially  so  anteriorly;  and,  finally,  normal  alveolar  arches  pre- 
sent each  a  moderate  inclination  forwards,  a  moderate  protrusion. 
As  to  size  of  these  structures,  which  is  largely  relative,  examina- 
tion on  the  living  will  only  seldom  detect  any  difference  of  value, 
and  hence  this  item  must  be  left  out  of  consideration,  at  least  so 
in  a  report  of  this  nature,  and  after  the  amount  of  attention  which 
we  have  given  this  subject  in  connection  with  denture. 

Of  such  normal  arches  as  defined  above,  we  find  the  following 
percentages  among  the  feeble-minded,  according  to  their  ages: 


Male. 


Up  to  15  years,  78  examined 56  per  cent. 

15  to  25  years,  68  examined 47  per  cent. 

Above  25  years,  in  2  cases  out  of  11 

Percentaf^e  of  normal  from  the    total    ex- 
amined    50  per  cent. 


Female. 


56  examined 51.8  per  cent. 

85  examined  , 34 . 1  per  cent. 

35  examined  J 37.1  per  cent. 

40.3  per  cent. 


The  proi)ortion  of  normal  arches  is  small,  and  eepecially  so  in 
the  female,  where  abnormal  arches  are  to  the  normal  in  the  pro- 
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portion  of  three  to  two.  /The  proportions  of  nonnal  arches  are 
the  greatest  I  in  youth;  they  diminish  during  the- adolescence,  and 
seem  to  remain  stable,  at  least  so  in  women,  of  whom  alone  we 
have  a  sufficient  number  after  twenty-five  years  of  age,  in  the 
adult  life.  These  data  demonstrate  that  about  10  per  cent,  of 
the  abnormalities  of  the  alveolar  arches  in  the  male,  and  about 
15  per  cent,  of  same  in  the  female  feeble-minded,  do  not  take  place 
until  during  the  terminal  part  of  the  growth  of  these  beings.  In 
all  probability  a  number  of  these  cases  which  manifest  themselves 
BO  late  are  of  acquired  origin.  The  excess  of  abnormalities  in  the 
female  extends"  to  both  children  and  adolescents,  but  seems  to  be 
somewhat  greater  in  this  latter. 

As  to  the  proportion  of  the  normal  to  the  abnormal  alveolar 
arches  in  healthy  children  and  adolescents,  I  can  not  lay  down 
any  figures,  not  having  completed  as  yet  that  particular  examina- 
tion on  such  numbers  of  healthy  individuals  as  I  wish  to  obtain; 
but  it  is  certain  from  the  data  that  I  have  already  at  hand  .that 
the  percentages  of  normal  are  in  every  class  of  the  healthy  higher. 

Every  orife  of  the  before-enumerated  characters  of  the  normal 
alveolar  arches  may  suffer  a  modification,  and  if  this  has  attained 
a  certain  degree,  the  arch  in  question  has  to  be  considered  in  that 
respect  and  to  that  degree  abnormal. 

The  above  stated  normal  characters  of  the  alveolar  arches  de- 
termine our  first  classification  of  the  abnormalities  of  the  same, 
a  classification  according  to  the  Htid  of  the  abnormality.  But 
we  have  to  consider  still  another  classification  of  these  deviations , 
from  the  normal,  and  th&t  is  one  which  is  based  on  the  nature  of 
the  origin  of  those  deviations.  A  certain  number  of  abnormali- 
ties of  the  alveolar  arches  must  be  relegated  to  hereditary  influ- 
ences, or  still  further  back,  to  the  recurrence  of  inferior  zoological 
characters,  while  another  series  has  been  simply  more  or  less  ac- 
quired during  the  life  of  the  subject.  Undue  prognathiBm  is  'the 
best  example  of  the  former  class,  a  simple  irregularity,  or  asym- 
metry, of  the  latter.  We  will  keep  the  terms  "  hereditary  "  and 
'*  acquired ''  for  these  two  divisions  of  the  abnormalities  of  the 
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aJyeoIar  arches,  although  it  would  be  desirable  to  coin  terms  of 
a  greater  precision. 

I  will  present  here  the  whole  scope  of  abnormalities  of  the 
Btruictures  under  consideration  as  found  in  the  feeble-minded,  and 
we  can  give  a  brief  consideration  to  each  item  after. 

Deviation  of  form  and  symmetry. — ^We  found  irregular  and 
asymmetrical  arches,  low  and  high  arches,  excessive  narrowness 
in  front,  and  polygonal  arches. 

iAjs  to  thickness,  a  certain  number  of  arches  were  found  much 
more  massive  than  the  average. 

The  inclination,  finally,  was  found  both  defective  and  excessive, 
this  latter  much  more  frequently. 

I>eviations  of  form  and  symmetry. — ^The  irregular  and  the  asym- 
metrical arches :  These  abnormalities  consist  in  a  greater  size  of 
some  parts,  or  of  one  side,  of  the  arches,  than  of  other  parts  of 
the  same  or  of  the  side  opposite.  3uch  differences  in  size  are  due 
either  to  an  overgrowth  or  to  an  undergrowth  of  some  part  or 
parts  of  the  arches  and  the  disturbances  which  give  rise  to  them 
are  only  local,  or  at  most  half -sided,  which  are  very  distinctive 
characters  of  acquired  conditions.  It  is  difficult  to  fathom  the 
ultimate  cause  of  the  abnormality  in  many  cases  of  this  class; 
but  some  of  the  irregularities  seem  to  me  to  be  due  to  traumatic 
causes  or  inflammatory  processes,  while  a  number  of  the  asym- 
metries are  apparently  of  a  neurotrophic  origin;  rickets,  finally, 
may  account  for  many  of  the  remaining  instances.  The  following 
percentages  of  irregularities  and  asymmetries  of  the  alveolar 
arches  were  found  among  the  feeble-minded  of  the  Syracuse  State 
Institution: 


Male. 


Up  to  15  years,  78  examined 2.6  per  cent. 

15  to  25  years,  68  examined  ....  1.5  per  cent. 

25  and  above,  11  examined 2     cases. 

Total  of  157  oases 3.2  per  oent. 


Female. 


56examined 1.8  percent. 

85  examined 7.1  per  cent. 

35  examined 2.9  per  cent. 

Of  176  oases 4.5  per  cent. 


74 

The  numbers  examined  in  each  of  the  groux)fi  were  apparently 
not  large  enough  to  enable  me  to  draw  any  conclusions.  The  only 
decided  difference  is  to  be  noticed  in  the  two  sexes  between  fif- 
teen and  twenty-five  years,  showing  that  the  adolescent  female 
possesses  a  considerably  larger  percentage  of  asymmetries  of  the 
alveolar  arches  than  the  adolescent  male. 

Low  and  high  arches. — In  estimating  the  lowness  of  the  alveolar 
arches  two  sources  of  error  must  be  borne  in  mind  and  avoided. 
The  one  is  the  fact  that  all  alveolar  arches  are  low  in  the  very 
young,  and  that  we  find  many  such  normally  in  children  up  to 
six  and  seven  years  of  age,  in  one  word  throughout  the  first  den- 
tition. The  second  source  of  error  appears  later  on  in  life,  and  is 
due  to  the  absorption  of  the  arches  after,  ^  or  even  iwithout,  the 
teeth  having  been  lost.  I  found  a  number  of  instances  of  each 
form  among  the  feeble-minded  of  Syracuse,  and  they  have  been 
promptly  excluded  from  the  record.  As  to  the  absorbed  arches, 
this  phenomenon  is  early  and  frequent  among  this  class  of  pa- 
tients; I  found  it  very  prominent,  for  example,  in  a  girl  of  nine- 
teen, who  had  lost  fifteen  of  her  teeth,  and  in  another  of  twenty- 
one  who  also  retained  more  than  half  of  her  teeth  in  her  mouth ; 
and  there  were  several  very  distinct  cases  where  the  teeth  were 
like  extruded  from  their  sockets,  these  having  receded  by  absorp- 
tion.   Besides  these  instances,  there  were  found: 


Fenmle. 


Very  low  arches,  oneor  both,  in 4.5%      2.3% 

Very  high  arches,  one  or  both lease,     lease. 


.As  to  the  significance  of  these  two  forms  of  alveolar  arches^  I 
think  that  the  low  one  represents  an  infantile  condition  and  im- 
plies an  arrest  of  development;  the  very  high  arch  is  in  every 
way  ctosefly  related  to  the  prognathic  arch,  which  is  also  fre- 
quently higher  than  the  average. 

Excessive  narrowness  in  front:    Is   almost   confined   to  the 
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apper  arch  and   fi^quently   associated   with   prognarfihiBm ;   its 
causes  are  no  doubt  hereditary.    It  was  found  in: 


Up  to  16  years 2.6%        3.6% 

Fifteen  to  25  years 2.9%        8.2% 

Aboye  25  years »)  2.9% 


Female. 


The  abnormality  is  more  frequent  in  the  female  sex,  which 
supports  its  reliation  to  prognathism;  and  it  is  especially  com- 
mon in  adolescence,  showing  that  it  is  then  when  it  arrives  at  its 
greatest  prominence.  The  lower  arch  alone  narrow  was  seen  in 
but  one  male.  Both  arches  narrow  in  front  were  found  only  in 
one  female.  An  opposite  condition,  or  very  broad  arches,  were 
met  vrtth  in  one  male. 

The  polygonalj  or  angular  character  is  generally  restricted  to 
the  lower  arch;  in  all  my  examinations  on  both  the  normail  and 
the  abnormal  classes,  I  found  this  anomialy  only  twice  or  three 
times  in  the  upper  arch,  and  one  of  these  exceptional  oases  was 
in  one  of  the  Syracuse  feeble-minded. 

A  typical  i)olygonial  dental  arch  has  the  exact  form  of  the 
anterior  half  of  an  oblong  hexaogle.  The  front  of  the  arch 
formed  by  the  ii«,i«ar  ioBertions  k  not  oonyex  in  th^  ca^,  aa 
usual,  but  entirely  flat;  the  canine-^Jveoli  form  the  iK)int8  of 
junction,  or  angles;  and  from  these  the  rest  of  the  arch  on  each 
side  proceeds  in  a  straight,  more  or  less  diverging  line  back- 
wards. The  polygonal  arch  is  usually  entirely  regular,  and  its 
aspect  is  one  of  the  most  striking.  I  present  here  a  drawing  of  a 
lower  jaw  with  such  a  polygonal  aJlveolar  arch;  it  was  not  pos- 
sible for  me  up  to  now  to  obtain  a  eatisf actory,  clear  photo- 
graphic view  of  such  an  arch  on  the  living. 

The  signification  of  the  just  described  anomaly  is  somewhat 
obscure.  A  late  eruption  of  the  canines,  or  the  large  size  of  these 
teeth,  may  have  a  certain  influence  in  the  production  of  the 
angular  appearance,  yet  the  former  condition  is  by  far  not  enough 

*  Once  in  11  catet. 
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frequent  in  the  lower  jaw  to  account  for  all  the  cafies  of  polygonal 
arches  met  with.  On  the  other  hand,  the  belated  eruption  oif 
canines  in  the  upper  jaw,  where  it  is  frequent,  does  not  give  rise 
to  angularity;  and  as  to  size  of  the  teeth,  one  can  see  frequently 
canines  of  similar  sizes^  and  larger,  in  absolutely  normal  jaws. 

A  very  early  eruption  of  the  canines  may  iiave  a  larger  infln- 
ence  in  the  shaping  of  the  alveolar  arch,  than  one  belated.  But 
we  may  come  nearer  comprehending  the  anoanaly  by  noftidng  its 
associations. 

The  polygonal  lower  arch  was  found  in  8.3  per  cent  of  the  male 
and  in  18.9  per  cent,  of  the  female  feeble-minded;  and  of  these 
instances,  it  was  associated  in  61.5  per  cent,  in  the  >male  and  in 
45.5  per  cent,  in  the  female,  hence  in  about  one-half  of  all  the 
cases,  with  prognathism  of  the  upper  arch.  tSo  common  an  asso- 
ciation of  the  two  characters  is  certainly  not  without  a  signifi- 
cance. Tlie  polygonal  arch,  if  we  base  our  opinion  on  this  its 
very  frequent  association  with  prognathism,  would  of  necessity 
have  a  similar  origin  and  meaning  as  this  latter,  and  the  prog- 
nathic arch,  of  which  we  will  speak  subsequently,  is  decidedly 
a  character  or  organic  inferiority,  or  of  reversion.  The  follow- 
ing table  gives  us  the  different  proportions  of  the  i)olygonal 
lower  arch  at  different  life-epochs  of  the  feeble-minded: 


Male. 

Female. 

Before  Dubertv.  ud  to  15 ---. ...... . .. 

Per  cent. 
5.1 
13.2 

Per  cent. 
14  3 

Darinff  adoleBcence.  15  to  25. ...... ...... ........ .... 

23.5 

« 

During  adult  life,  above  25,  in  none  out  of  11  cases 14. S  per  cent. 

There  is  evidently  a  culmination  of  the  abnormality  in  adoles- 
cence, showing  that  it  is  towards  the  end  of  the  period  of  growth 
of  the  being  when  it  reaches  its  most  pronounced  character. 

The  thickness  of  the  alveoilar  arches  is  modified  usualily  in  but 
one  direction ;  it  becomes  augmented.  In  order  that  the  thickness 
of  the  arch  should  beoome  an  anomaly,  it  is  necessary,  first,  that 
it  should  be  niet  in  an  adult;  second^  that  the  thickening  should 
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be  pronounced;  and,  third,  that  the  thickening  should  be  tha/t  of 
the  bony  arch  itself,  and  not  only  of  its  covering. 

The  male  adult  arch  is  generally  somewhat  thicker  than  that 
of  the  female,  lAs  we  regress  to  childhood,  the  relative  thick- 
ness of  the  arches  increajses,  and  the  difference  between  the  two 
sexes  becomes  progressively  smaller.  In  infancy,  the  upper 
alveolar  arches  are  normally  quite  massive,  and  there  is  no  dif- 
ference any  more  appreciable  in  the  two  sexes.  The  massiveness 
of  the  alveolar  arches  in  infancy  is  largely  due  to  their  lowness; 
in  the  adult,  we  still  find  occasionally  a  massive  arch  which  is 
also  low,  but  the  massiveness  may  be  observed  in  other  arches 
of  normal  height.  <When  an  abnormal  thickness  or  massiveness 
of  the  arches  is  present,  it  is,  as  a  rule,  in  the  upper  arch. 

*he  just  described  variety  of  anomaly  has  at  least  two  forms 
of  origin.  In  a  number  of  cases  it  is  a  persistence  of  infantile 
character  and  hence  a  weakness  in  this  particular  point  oif  evolu- 
tion of  the  being;  in  another  number,  probably  larger,  of  cases, 
the  thick  arch  is  a  consequence  of  some  pathological  condition. 

« 

A  regular  and  low  thick  arch  can  in  all  probability  be  ascribed  to 
the  first  category,  while  an  arch  which  looks  swollen  about  tile 
insertion  of  the  teeth,  is  certainly  of  the  latter  variey. 

Massive  arches  predominate  in  the  male  feeble-minded  and 
they  are  much  more  frequent  in  the  young  than  in  the  older, 
showing  that  the  infantile  condition  may  be  simply  prolonged, 
and  may  disappear  later.    The  percentages  found  are  as  follows: 


Below  15  years. 
15  to  25  years. 
Above  25  years 


Male. 


Per  cent. 
20.5 
8.8 
None  in  11  oaset 


Female. 


Per  c^nt. 

10.7 

3  5 

6.7 


Deviations  from  the  proper  inclination:  The  dental  arches 
may  be  vertical,  instead  of  moderately  slanting  forwards;  or  they 
may  slant  too  much,  oir  be  prognathic.  The  meaning  of  the  two 
conditions  is  widely  different    They  represent  two  extremes  of 
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the  condition  of  the  human  alreolar  archee.  All  the  really  lower 
hnman  races,  and  progrewiTely  all  the  animalB  below  the  hnman 
species,  are  prognathic;  or,  if  we  progress  from  the  lower  species 
to  man,  and  from  the  lower  hnman  races  towards  the  white  one, 
we  obtain  a  steady  and  regular  increase  of  c»lhognathy  of  the 
alveolar  arches,  or  their  approach  to  the  vertical.  Acquisition 
of  prognathism  daring  life  is  excluded;  and  in  consequence  we 
have  in  this  character  one  of  the  most  valuable  indications  of 
organic  inferiority,  or  of  reversion,  according  to  circumstances. 
In  the  whites  prognathism  is  practically  always  a  mild  degree 
of  a  reversion. 

The  completely  vertical  arches,  on  the  other  hand,  although 
of  an  opposite  significance  to  the  prognathic,  are  nevertheless 
alHO  abnormalities,  for  they  are  even  in  the  white  man  but  rare 
exceptions.  Furthermore  it  is  a  question  if  this  form  can  not 
be  pr6duced,  besides  by  the  evolutionary  tendency,  also  by  some 
other  means.  However  it  may  be,  the  vertical  arch  is  a  rarity 
among  the  feeble-minded,  having  been  found  in  four  instances 
only,  or  in  about  one  per  cent.,  out  of  the  total  examined.  In 
three  of  these  four  cases  it  was  only  the  upper  arch  which  was 
vertical,  and  in  one  instance  it  was  both.  All  the  three  formCT* 
cases  occurred  in  the  male,-  while  the  last  was  found  in  a  female 
patient.  Young  children,  where  the  inclination  of  the  alveolar 
arches  is  smaller  on  account  of  the  incomplete  development  of 
these,  were  not  considered. 

(d)  Hard  Palate. — The  roof  of  the  mouth,  or  the  hard  palate, 
begins  above  the  alveolar  arches.  It  is  formed  of  four  osseous 
parts,  the  two  palate-processes  or  plates  of  the  superior  maxil- 
lary, and  the  two  horizontal  plates  of  the  two  palate  bones;  and 
of  three  sutures,  namely  the  intermaxillary,  the  interpalative, 
and  the  maxillopalative.  The  three  palatal  sutures  form  a  cross, 
the  top  of  which  lies  backwards.  In  the  living,  all  these  bony 
parts,  which  it  is  important  to  carry  in  mind  during  all  study  of 
the  palate,  are  covered  by  a  closely  adhering,  not  very  thick 
mucous  membrane,  which  interferes  but  little  with  our  examina- 
tions for  the  possible  irregularities  of  the  bones  and  permits  us 
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even  to  a  certain  extent  to  detect  abnormalities  connected  with 
the  sntures. 

A  normal  palate  is  geaerally  a^isociated  with  a  normal  al- 
veolar arch.  The  shape  of  a  normal  palate  laterally  is  that  of 
a  low,  broad  hyperbola;  antero-posteriorly  it  describes  a  half  of 
an  ovoid,  the  broader  end  of  which  lies  posteriorly.  There  are 
no  ridges  visible  on  the  normal  palate,  and  its  two  sides  are 
almost  perfectly  synnnetrical.  Its  standard  breadth,  height,  and 
length,  must  be  learned  by  actual  observation  of  numbers  of 
normal  people.  The  normal  male  palate  is  generally  slightly 
broader,  and  perhaps  slightly  lower  than  the  female  palate.  In 
infants  and  young  children,  the  roof  of  the  mouth  is  normally 
somewhat  shallower  than  it  is  in  the  adult. 

In  examination  of  the  palate,  this  should  be  exposed  as  fully 
as  possible  in  a  good  light,  and  with  the  lips  of  the  subject 
pushed  away  somewhat  from  the  upper  gum.  The  examiner's 
best  position  is  that,  that  when  he  atands,  the  line  of  his  vision 
should  correspond  to  the  median  line  of  the  palate. 

The  abnormalities  of  the  palate  are  very  numerous  in  white 
people,  and  even  in  apparently  healthy  and  normal  individuals. 
I  found  some  sort  of  a  deviation  from  the  normal  in  33  per  cent. 
of  700  of  the  male,  and  in  38.8  i>er  cent  of  300  female  inmates  of 
the  New  York  Juvenile  Asylum,  most  of  these  inmates  being 
entitled  to  be  considered  as  entirely  average  normal.  It  is  true 
that  most  of  these  abnormalities  were  of  rather  slight  character, 
nevertheless  they  were  distinct  imperfections. 

The  white  race  is  the  only  one  whose  palate  is  so  considerably 
affected.  Among  my  studies  on  crania  of  different  people  other 
than  the  white,  it  is  quite  a  rare  case  to  meet  with  an  abnor- 
mality of  the  palate,  and  this  rarity  increases  with  the  racial 
inferiority  of  the  group  considered.  Beneath  the  human  spedes, 
abnormalities  of  the  palate  are,  I  believe,  among  the  rarest  oc- 
currences; outside  of  one  case  of  a  torus,  I  have  never  seen  any 
such  anomalies  in  the  monkeys  or  apes. 

The  causes  of  so  many  abnormalities  of  the  palate  among  the 
white  people  will  yet  command  a  great  deal  of  study  before  fully 


80 

known.  What  may  be  said  now,  is,  that  among  all  the 
anomaliee  of  this  structure  we  find  but  few  distinct  signs  of 
reversion.  The  animal  palate  differs  from  the  human  princi- 
pally in  its  length,  and  often  also  in  the  relative  height  and 
width.  The  palates  of  the  scpeB  are  very  long,  shallow,  and 
narrow.  The  human  palate  is  but  seldom  very  long  or  very 
shallow;  and  its  narrowness,  which  ie  frequent,  has  generally 
other  causes  than  reversion.  There  is  undoubtedly  a  large  ele- 
ment of  heredity  in  the  numerous  cafies  of  palatal  abnormalitieB 
in  the  white  race  of  ipeople,  but  these  hereditary  influences  do 
not  generally  appear  sufficient  to  cause  a  return  of  an  inferior 
organic  character  of  the  structure. 

The  proofs  that  heredity  plays  a  large  .part  in  anomalies  of  the 
palate  are  numerous.  We  find  some  such  anomalies  at  all  ages, 
or  at  least  at  aJl  ages  from  the  time  the  palate  has  reached  a 
sufficient  differentiation  to  enable  us  to  clearly  recognize  its 
characters.  We  find  a  larger  percentage  and  graver  forms  of 
palatal  abnormalities  in  children  of  the  rachitic,  the  syphilitic, 
the  tuberculous,  the  neuiopathic  parents,  etc.,  than  in  the  chil- 
dren of  parents  who  were  healthy  and  did  not  suffer  from  any 
grave  constitutional  disorder.  Finally,  we  find  this  and  again 
some  other  form  of  anomaly  of  the  palate  in  members  of 
the  same  family  during  two  or  even  more  generations.  All  of 
which  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  in  palatal  abnormalities 
direct  or  indirect  heredity  is  a  very  important  factor. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  where,  in  the  case  of  abnormalities  of 
the  palate,  heredity  stops  and  acquisition  commenees;  never- 
theless a  <jertain  number  of  eases,  particularly  some  of  the  asym- 
metries, are  distinctly  traceable  to  the  latter. 

The  abnormalities  of  the  palate  are  capable  of  a  systematic 
arrangement,  and  an  effort  at  such  has  been  made  by  probably 
every  author  who  ever  treated  of  the  subject,  but  as  the  matter 
stands  to-day,  we  do  not  possess  any  generally  accepted,  simple, 
and  efficient  classification.  In  view  of  such  a  state  of  affairs,  the 
writer  feels  justified  in  considering  the  subject  to  a  oertain  extent 
independently.  .      *  ^. 
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A  change  in  any  simple  strnctare  can  take  plaice  only  along  the 
lines  of  the  characters  of  such  a  sf  ructuie,  unless  there  is  possible 
besides  this,  as  may  be  the  case  with  a  living  part,  some  new 
formation,  a  tumor.  The  normal  human  palate  is  of  a  certain 
form;  it  is  symmetrical;  it  is  of  a  certain  length,  height,  and 
width;  its  sutures  are  not  detectable,  or  but  very  slightly  so, 
under  the  mucous  membrane;  the  structure  has  its  own  evolution 
and  it  is  exceedingly  rarely  the  site  of  tumors.  These  are  the 
basal  characters  of  the  palate,  and  any  deviation  from  the  typical 
must  concern  one  or  more  of  these  characters.  Every  good  symp- 
tomatological  classification  of  abnormality  of  the  palate  must 
be  based  on  these  its  characters. 

The  form  of  the  palate  may  undergo  various  deflections  from 
the  normal,  and  its  variations  form  our  main  difficulties  in  classi- 
fication. Every  one  of  the  dimensions  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth 
may  be  diminished  or  increased,  and  constitute  thus  an  abnor- 
mality. The  symmetry  may  be  modified  in  but  one  way,  and  that 
is  to  asymmetry.  The  sutures  may  be  too  slow  or  too  rapid  in 
union,  both  of  which  conditions,  however,  are  to  be  determined 
in  the  examination  of  the  skeleton,  and  not  of  the  living;  but 
there  is  one  important  phenomenon  observable  under  all  circum- 
stances and  connected  with  some  disturbance  bearing  a  relation 
to  the  sutures,  and  that  is  a  production  of  an  exostosis  along  the 
suture,  of  the  so-called  torus.  And  finally,  we  may  have  serious 
defects  of  evolution  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth. 

Abnormalities  of  the  form  alone  of  the  palate  are  not  frequent 
and  not  numerous,  unless  we  include  with  them  cases  due  to 
abnormalities  of  the  dimensions  of  the  palate,  or  even  appear- 
ances due  to  anomalies  of  the  gums.  In  fact  palates  which  were 
normal  in  their  dimensions  were  found  to  present  three  devia- 
tions only,  one  of  which  was  a  gothic  arch,  the  second  a  very  oval 
outline  of  the  base,  instead  of  a  parabolic  or  a  hyperbolic  one; 
and  the  third  comprises  various  irregularities,  without  a  relation 
to  the  general  shape  of  the  arch.  Only  once  in  all  my  examina- 
tions have  I  encountered  what  could  be  called  a  dome-shaped 
palate. 

6 
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There  -were  observed  some  palates  whose  bafie-line  or,  again, 
whose  lateral  section  would  approach  the  shape  of  a  horseshoe, 
but  in  all  these  cases  it  was  the  alveolar  arches,  and  especially 
their  coverings,  whose  abnormalities  gave  the  roof  of  the  mouth 
such  an  appearance,  while  this  alone  may  have  been  perfectly 
normal.  In  order  to  satisfy  myself  on  theee  points  about  the 
palate,  I  examined  about  five  hundred  ^kiills  of  different  people, 
and,  again,  I  never  found  any  of  the  last-^mentioned  shapes  of  the 
palate  alone,  though  abnormal  alveolar  arches  would  sometimes 
lend  it  some  such  appearance.  There  are  still  some  other  terms 
used  in  connection  with  abnormalities  of  the  palate,  but  the 
student  will  soon  find  that  most  of  these  prove  only  sources  of 
confusion.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  this  whole  subject  a  detailed 
consideration  in  my  general  report  on  the  anthropological  work 
in  the  State  hospitals. 

The  gothic  palate  represents  a  pointed  arch,  so  that  the  two 
sides  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  instead  of  forming  a  regular 
concavity,  meet  at  an  angle  of  various  sharpness.  This  gothic 
form  is  occasionally  associated  with  a  narrowness  of  the  palate, 
but  at  other  times  it  exists  indei)endently.  Curiously,  the  char- 
acter is  much  more  frequent  in  male  than  in  female  subjects. 
Among  the  children  of  the  New  York  Juvenile  Asylum,  I  found 
the  gothic  palate  five  times  among  the  700  boys,  and  in  no  case 
among  the  300  girls  examined.  In  the  Syracuse  feeble-minded, 
this  same  anomaly  was  found  in  16  cases,  or  10  per  cent,  out 
of  160  male,  and  in  four  cases,  or  2.2  per  cent,  out  of  180  female 
patients.  There  is  still  a  considerable  prejvonderance  of  this 
character  among  the  male  subjects  in  the  imbeciles,  and  the 
whole  percentages  are  far  higher  among  these  than  among  the 
subjects  of  the  former  class.  Some  of  this  disproportion  may  be 
due  to  the  fact  that  a  majority  of  the  instances  of  the  gothic 
arch  among  the  feeble-minded  were  found  in  the  adults,  while 
among  the  Juvenile  Asylum  inmates  there  are  only  children  and 
adolescents.  If  we  compare  the  two  classes  only  in  the  scale  of 
similar  ages,  that  is  between  5  and  17  years,  we  still  obtain 
among  the  feeble-minded  the  higher  percentage  of  5  per  cent,  of 
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-gothk  arches  in  the  male  and  1.3  per  cent,  of  same  in  the  female. 
In  ooneeqnen<3e  we  have  to  assume  tliat  there  exiet  some  condi- 
tions  in  the  feeble-minded  which  favor  the  development  of  a 
gothic  palate.  It  is  furthermore  evident  that  a  majority  of  the 
cases  of  this  character  do  not  manifest  themselves  before  the 
latter  term  of  development  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth. 

An  oval  arch  is  very  seldom  enough  oval  to  be  determinable 
on  the  living  subject,  and  on  this  account  it  will  be  best  to 
exclude  it  here  from  consideration. 

Irregularities  of  the  palate  are  closely  allied  to  the  asymme- 
tries of  this  structure,  and  the  two  sthould  be  treated  together, 
having  often  the  same  origin.  By  the  term  irregularities  of  the 
palate  are  designated  such  cases,  where  the  arch,  instead  of  being 
smooth  and  regular,  shows  throughout  either  a  distortion  or 
irregular  elevations  and  depressions.  In  a  certain  proportion  of 
asymmetrical  arches  the  same  conditions  are  present  as  just 
described,  only  that  they  affect  one-half  of  the  palate  either 
exclusively,  or  much  more  than  the  half  oppostte;  but  there  is 
another  distinct  variety  of  asymmetry  of  the  arch,  which  consists 
simply  in  uneven  inclinations  of  the  two  sidea  A  large  number 
of  both  the  irregularities  and  the  asymmetries  is  no  doubt  of 
acquired  origin  and  due  to  pathological  conditions  of  the  floor  of 
the  nose,  the  antrum  of  Highmore,  or  the  alveolar  arches.  A 
small  amount  of  asymmetry  which  exists  in  a  great  many  palates 
ilB  probably  dependent  on  the  equally  or  even  more  frequent 
slight  asymmetry  of  the  whole  face,  and  was  not  considered  in 
ouir  examinations. 

Of  irregular  palates,  there  were  found  only  five  examples 
among  the  feeble-minded,  and  all  these  in  boys.  The  condition 
may  be  considered  rare.  Of  marked  asymmetries,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  obtained  19.4  per  cent,  in  the  male  and'  11.7  per  cent,  in 
the  female.  Quite  a  number  of  these  cases  were  of  a  very  pro- 
nounced character.  Among  the  inmates  of  the  New  York  Juve- 
nile Asylum,  a  similar  anomaly  was  detected  in  6  per  cent,  of  the 
boys  and  in  10.6  per  cent,  cases  of  the  girls;  very  pronounced 
asymmetries  were  observed  in  but  one  or  two  of  these  cases  at 
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moet.  There  is  a  rery  marked  difference  in  this  respect  between 
the  two  classes  af  boys,  but  there  exists  also  a  degree  of  similar 
differeaice  between  the  feeble-^minded  and  the  healthy  girls,  only 
that  this  difference  consists  mnch  more  in  the  quality  than  in  the 
frequence  of  the  asymmetries,  the  character  of  the  ainomaiies  in 
the  feeble-minded  girls  being  on  the  whole  graver. 

The  palatal  asymmetries  in  the  imbecile  increases  somewhat 
with  age,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table.  They  are  par- 
ticularly frequent  in  the  adults: 


Male. 


Up  to  16  y«ar8  we  had 16.2  per  cent. 

From  16  to  25  yearB  we  had. ..  18.8  per  cent. 
And  ahoye  25  years  we  had....  27.3  per  eent. 


Females. 


And  7  per  cent,  of  asymmetries* 
And  9.3  per  cent,  of  asymuietries. 
And  21.6  per  cent,  of  asymmetries. 


As  to  the  significance  of  this  class  of  anomalies  of  the  palate^ 
this  will  naturally  differ  according  to  whether  the  abnormality  is 
of  a  purely  trophic  origin,  or  whether  it  is  simply  an  accompani- 
ment of  other  asymmetries,  or  whether  finaUy  it  is  only  a  result 
of  some  abscess  or  some  infiamma.tory  process,  or  of  an  injury, 
seated  in  the  neighboring  structures.  The  origin  of  the  asymme- 
try ought  to  be  decided  individually  in  every  case,  as  the  same 
effects  on  the  palate  may  be  due  to  different  causes.  Unfortu- 
nately, such  an  investigation  is  extremely  unsatisfactory,  not 
only  in  the  feeble-minded,  but  in  most  of  the  abnormal  classes  of 
individuals. 

Deviations  of  the  dimensions  of  the  palate:  The  three  dimen- 
sions of  the  palate,  namely,  its  length,  height  and  width,  may  be 
either  markedly  increased  or  decreased,  and  that  individually  or 
in  various  combinationa  The  alterations  in  width,  and  to  some 
extent  also  those  in  height,  may  be  local  or  general. 

A  marked  increase  or  a  decrease  in  the  length  of  the  palate  is 
but  seldom  determinable  on  the  living,  and  particularly  on  the 
young,  and  hence  the  consideration  of  these  two  characters  can 
here  be  dismissed. 
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Abnormalities  of  the  height  and  of  the  width  of  the  roof  of 
the  mouth  are  closely  related  and  will  be  considered  together. 

The  height  of  the  palate  undergoes  a  much  mor(»  frequent  modi- 
fication than  its  length.  In  a  large  majority  of  cases  the  modifi- 
cation consists  in  an  increase  in  the  height,  but  occasionally  there 
is  found  a  miarked  decrease  in  the  dimension.  The  increased 
height  of  the  palate  is  frequently  associated  with  a  decreased 
width  of  same.  Such  association  was  present  in  40  per  cent,  of 
the  cases  of  abnormally  high  palate  found  in  the  male,  and  in  36 
per  cent,  of  cases  of  same  abnormality  found  in  the  female  feeble- 
minded. In  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  oases  where  it  is  observed, 
abnormal  height  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth  occurs  alone,  the  other 
dimensions  of  the  arch  being  normal. 

Where  increased  height  and  decreased  width  occur  together,  it 
seems  as  if  in  these  cases  the  normal  arch  became  uniformly 
compressed  from  side  to  side.  In  these  instances  the  augmented 
height  is  apparently  only  a  consequence  of  the  narrowing;  both 
these  conditions  may  depend  largely  on  the  state  of  the  palatal 
sutures.  When  the  sagittal  suture  of  the  skull  becomes  prema- 
turely occluded,  the  skull  grows  invariably  very  high  and  narrow, 
and  there  is  all  reason  to  expect  like  results  from  a  similar  pre- 
mature occlusion  of  the  antero-posterior  suture  of  the  palate. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  collect  a  sufficient  number  of  positive  data 
as  to  such  occlusions  of  the  palatal  suture  on  the  skulls  that  I 
had  at  my  disposal.  Although  I  examined  a  fair  number  of 
skulls,  it  so  happened  that  I  found  but  a  few  cases  with  a  pro- 
nounced narrowing  and  heightening  of  the  arch,  and  a  number 
of  these  were  of  too  old  people  to  be  of  any  value  to  me  in  this 
particular  research.  But  I  hope  to  be  able  tcv  definitely  settle 
this  point  as  soon  as  we  have  sufficient  osseoua  material  from  the 
cemeteries  of  our  State  hospitals,  for  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
a  great  many  of  the  individuals  buried  in  these  cemeteries  bore 
very  pronomaced  palatal  deformities  and  will  yield  us  the  desired 
information.  The  Pathological  Institute  is  making  strenuous 
effort  to  obtain  this  very  valuable  osseous  material  from  the  bur- 
ial grounds  of  the  State  institutions. 
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The  podnt,  namely,  whether  the  narroiw  and  high,  amd  perhaps 
many  cases  of  the  simply  narrow  palate,  is  due  to  the  premature 
ocolusion  of  the  palatal  suture,  is  so  fair  of  importance  that,  if 
demonstrated  positively,  it  would  remove  these  large  classes  of 
palatal  abnormalities  from  the  domain  of  purely  hereditary  ano- 
malies, and  place  them  in  the  category  of  indications  of  patho- 
logical processes  taking  place  during  the  life  of  the  individual. 
Such  a  knowledge  in  turn  would  help  to  indicate  to  the  physician 
at  which  points  he  is  to  concentrate  his  attention  in  his  endeav- 
ors to  hinder  abnormalities  of  this  order. 

The  merely  high  palate  is  undoubtedly  of  a  hereditary  origin. 
As  to  the  origin  of  the  merely  narrow  palate,  which  is  quite  fre- 
quent, there  is  a  considerable  uncertainty. 

In  the  examination  for  'both,  the  high  and  the  narrow  palate, 
the  influence  of  the  character  of  the  alveolar  arches  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  roof  of  the  mouth  cannot  be  fully  avoided.  This 
applies  especially  to  those  eases  where  the  alveolar  arches  are 
hig'h.  Such  arches  will  invariably  give  an  aspect  of  abnormal 
height  to  the  palate,  for  there  is  no  line  of  demarcation  between 
the  two  structures.  Thus,  even  with  the  best  care,  the  real  per- 
centages of  abnormalities  of  the  height  and  width  of  the  palate 
will  be  smaller  than  those  recorded. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  deviations  from  the  normal  di- 
mensions of  the  palate,  we  occasionally  find  others.  The  narrow- 
ness may,  for  example,  be  confined  only  to  the  anterior  third  or 
half  of  the  arch,  and  this  anterior  narrowing  may  be  so  great  un- 
til the  arch  is  almost  V-shaped,  the  angle  of  the  V  pointing  for- 
wards, or,  again,  we  may  have  excessive  shallowness  combined 
with  narrowness  of  the  palate,  which,  however,  is  rare.  A  broad 
palate,  or  a  broad  and  shallow  arch,  is  a  little  more  frequent  than 
this  last  condition.  Finally  shallowness  alone  may  be  occasion- 
ally detected.  In  estimating  shallowness,  old  subjects  must  be 
excluded. 

The  following  figures  show  in  the  proportions  of  abnormalities 
of  the  height  and  width  of  the  palate  among  (1)  the  healthy  chil- 
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dren  of  the  Nefw  York  Jnyenile  Aflylnm,  and  (2)  among  the  Syra- 
cuse feeble-minded: 

Abnormalitirs  of  Hright  and  Width  Combined. 


Healthy  children 
Feeble-minded  .. 


¥eniale. 


Per  cent. 
25 
36 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  combined  percentage  of  the  abnor- 
malities of  the  height  and  width  of  the  palate  are  very  consider- 
able in  both  groups;.  But,  although  they  were  found  in  almost 
one-fourth  of  all  the  healthy  children,  they  reach  to  over  one-third 
of  those  who  could  be  examined  among  the  imbeciles.  The  fol- 
lowing table  will  give  the  varieties  of  the  deviations  and  their 
relation  to  the  age  of  the  subjects,  in  the  Syracuse  patients: 


Up  to  15  years,  male  (80  examined) . . . . 

Up  to  15  yean,  female  (57  examined). . 
16  to  85  yean,  male  (60  examined). . . . . . 

16  to  S5  years,  female  (80  examined).. . . 

AboTe  %  years,  male  (1 1  examined) . . . 
Above  85  years,  female  (37  examined). 
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The  table  shows  that  the  simply  high  palates  predominate  in 
the  female,  the  simply  narrow  palates  in  the  male.  The  high 
palates  increased  somewhat  with  age  or  at  least  so  up  to  the 
twenty-fifth  year,  the  narrow  decrease;  otherwise  there  is  not 
much  difference  in  the  sexes  or  in  the  ages.  The  smaller  propor- 
tion of  high  palat(*s  after  twenty-five  years  is  no  doubt  largely 
due  to  the  numerous  cases  of  absorption  of  the  alveolar  arches, 
which  fact  makes  the  palate  look  much  shallower,  or  even  entirely 
flat,  where  the  gum-absorption  is  much  advanced.    In  estimation 


*  In  one  case. 


tin  two  cftses. 
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of  the  ehallcyw  arch,  all  caBes  with  absorption  of  the  upper  alveolar 
process  were  excluded. 

The  high  and  narrow  palate  is  quite  frequently  at  the  same 
tjme  also  asymmetrical. 

There  remains  to  be  described  in  this  connection  a  grave  form 
of  abnormality  of  the  palate,  which  was  met  with  in  three  of  the 
Syracuse  feeble-minded,  and  which  I  saw  only  one  single  instance 
of  outside  of  the  Syracuse  institution.  This  abnormality  c«>nsistB 
in  a  total  deficiency  of  the  palate.  The  inner  surfaces  of  the  alveo- 
lar arches  in  these  cases  are  flat,  and  they  incline  together  in 
such  a  way  as  to  form  a  more  or  less  sharp  angle,  the  summit 
of  which  is  generally  filled  with  a  sharp  ridge  of  bone  or  torus, 
a  few  mm.  wide.  The  whole  roof  of  the  mouth  in  these  cases  is 
low  and  rather  short;  the  upper  alveolar  arch  in  every  one  of  the 
four  instances  I  saw  was  considerably  narrowed.  There  is  abso- 
lutely nothing  in  such  a  mouth  which  one  could  call  a  palate; 
there  are  only  the  converging  alveolar  processes  and  the  sharp 
ridge  between  them.  The  cases  in  which  this  excessive  deformity 
appeared,  were:  (1)  A  boy  of  fourteen,  feeble-minded  since  birth, 
with  defective  speech,  dentition  doubtful,  upper  alveolar  arch 
prognathic,  narrow;  (2)  a  girl  of  fifteen,  feeble-minded  since  birth, 
no  further  history,  second  lower  molars  have  not  yet  appeared,  a 
diastema  between  lower  middle  incisors;  and  (3)  a  girl  of  nine- 
teen, feeble-minded  since  birth,  with  no  further  history,  with 
many  teeth  lost,  gums  much  absorbed  and  retracted.  All  the 
three  cases  carry  beyond  a  doubt  some  sort  of  grave  hereditary 
predisposition,  of  which  the  palate  is  in  all  probability  only  one 
of  the  manifestations. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  the  just-described  anomaly  !of  the 
palate  is  not  owing  to  any  undue  proportions  of  the  alveolar 
arches  themselves,  nor  to  any  pathological  destruction  of  the  roof 
of  the  mouth. 

Abnormalities  concerning  the  palatal  sutures: 

There  is  only  one  class  of  such  abnormalities  which  can  be 
safely  detected  on  the  living,  and  that  is  the  class  of  exostoses 
situated  along  the  sutures.     All  such  exostoses  are  commonly 
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comprised  under  the  term  torus,  a  latin  term,  signifying  a  rounded 
swelling,  bulging,  or  elevation;  the  term  is  misleading,  however, 
because  the  greatest  majority  of  the  elevations  we  find  along  the 
palatal  sutures  are  not  rounded,  but  oblong,  or  long,  following  as 
they  do  sometimes  a  part,  sometimes  a  whole  suture.  We  will 
term  here  such  elevations  palatal  ridges,  and  not  tori. 

The  real  nature  of  the  palatal  ridges  is  not  known.  They  are 
extremely  rare  in  the  lower  human  races,  and  I  have  never  found 
one  on  the  skulls  of  animals,  except  in  the  casie  of  one  ape.  In 
white  people,  on  the  other  hand,  these  ridges  are  quite  common; 
I  find  them  in  a  little  over  3  per  cent,  in  the  general  population. 
Their  most  usual  situation  is  along  the  antero-posterior  suture  of 
the  palate;  in  one  case  only,  in  a  feeble-minded  subject,  have  I 
seen  a  marked  bony  ridge  occupy  the  site  of  the  transverse  suture. 
Not  all  the  palatal  ridges  extend  along  the  whole  intermaxillary 
suture,  although  those  that  do  are  perhaps  in  a  slight  majority; 
a  large  proportion  of  the  elevations  occupy  only  from  one-third  to 
one-half  of  the  hard  palate.  When  seen  in  the  living,  the  palatal 
ridges  may  be  of  various  prominence,  may  be  sharp,  narrow,  or 
broad  and  dull,  may  be  cut  abruptly,  or  taper  gradually,  and 
although  they  are  mostly  regular,  still  we  will  find  them  occa- 
sionally presenting  an  irregular  outline  or  surface.  When  seen 
on  the  skull,  these  ridges  appear  to  be  productions,  exostoses,  of 
one  or  both  of  the  adjoining  edges  of  the  palatal  processes  of  the 
superior  maxillary.  Many  of  these  elevation®  look  as  if  they 
were  produced  by  an  attempt  at  a  further  lateral  growth  of  the 
palatal  processes,  after  these  could  no  more  widen  from  some 
cause  or  other;  the  new  bone  looks  like  having  been  deposited  in 
the  direction  of  the  least  resistance,  which  is  downward,  upon  the 
palatal  surface.  We  find  the  ridges  already  present,  however, 
during  later  childhood  and  during  adolescence,  when  the  expan- 
sion  of  ;the  palate  still  proceeds,  and  on  this  account  we  can  only 
look  upon  these  formations  as  on  produ(!ts  of  irregular  palate 
growth  at  some  period  in  the  evolution  of  the  palatine  arch.  The 
situation  and  extent  of  the  ridges  are  apparently  directly  propor- 
tioned to  such  a  trophic  irregularity.     It  is  still  further  probable, 
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and  this  is  supported  occasionally  by  collateral  facts,  that  the 
trophic  irregularity  was, allied  to,  if  not  identical  with,  a  rachitic 
condition  of  the  osseous  system  in  'general.  It  is  well  known 
•that  rachitis  causes!  a  trophic  retardation  in  the  bones,  and  that 
this  retardation  is  followed  by  an  augmented  and  often  more  or 
less  irregular  deposition  of  the  bony  tissue,  and  such  {phenomena 
would  clearly  account  for  the  ridges  along « the  palatal  sutures^ 
where  osteo-trophic  processes  are  i  more  active  than  in  any  other 
portion  of  the  palate. 

The  palate  ridges  never  consist  of  osteophytes. 

The  following  table  gives  us  the  proportions  of  palaital  ridges 
found  in  the  f eeblenminded : 

Per  cent. 

Total  proportion  in  male 3.8 

Total  proportion  in  female • 10.6 


In  both  sexes  of  the  feeble-minded  the  abnormality  is  more 
frequent  than  among  the  healthy,  but  the  proportion  is  three 
times  as  great  in  the  female  as  in  the  male  in  these  patients, 
which  is  not  the  case  with  the  healthy,  where  the  percentages 
of  both  sexes  are  nearly  equal.  According  to  ages,  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  abnormality  was  as  follows: 


Up  to  lo  years 5%  12.3% 

15  to  26  years 3%  9.3% 

Above  25  years (*)  10.8%' 


N 


Apparently  the  origin  of  the  palatal  ridges  is  early  and  not 
developmental,  as  were  some  other  forms  of  abnormal  palate; 
this  early  origin  upholds  the  theory  that  rachitis  is  the  cause  of 
these  abnormalities.  In  a  few  cases  where  the  palatal  ridge  was 
present,  there  were  also  other  rachitic  signs  in  the  mouth,  as  for 
instance,  a  delayed  dentition ;  marked  asymmetries  on  the  other 


*  In  no  ease  out  of  11. 
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hand,  are  but  seldom  observable  in  the  same  palate  where  a 
ridge  occurs. 

As  to  the  situation  and  the  prominence  of  the  ridges  in  the 
above  canes,  there  were  as  follows: 

In  54.5  per  cent  of  all  the  cases  where  the  ridge  occurred,  it 
was  general ; 

In  18.2  per  cent,  of  the  cases  the  ridge  was  confined  to  the 
anterior  2-3  of  the  palate;  and 

In  27.3  per  cent,  of  the  cases  the  ridge  was  confined  to  the 
posterior  2-3  of  the  palate. 

The  ridges  were  very  prominent  in  24  per  cent,  of  their  whole 
number,  and  of  moderate  dimensions  in  76  per  cent,  of  their 
whole  number.    Small  ridges  were  not  counted. 

The  isolated  case  of  a  transverse  elevation  was  found  in  a  boy 
of  11,  and  the  ridge  was  of  considerable  prominence. 

It  should  be  added  here,  that  if  the  examiner  uses  also  his 
touch  besides  his  sight  in  the  exploration  of  the  palate,  he  will 
not  only  appreciate  better  the  elevations  which  he  ooiuld  plainly 
see,  but  he  will  feel  many  small  ridges  which  his  eye  has  not 
detected,  or  has  detected  but  imperfectly.  In  this  manner  the 
examiner  will  also  occasionally  detect  /little  oblong  bony  eleva- 
tions in  other  parts  of  the  palate  than  along  the  sutures,  espe- 
cially so  in  the  aged.  No  ridge,  however,  which  was  not  very 
plainly  seen,  has  been  included  in  our  data  of  the  abnormal. 

As  to  marked  defects  in  the  evolution  of  the  hard  palate,  we 
acquainted  with  only  one  sueh,  and  that  is  the  so-called  cleft- 
palate.  Not  all  of  the  clefts  observed  on  the  roof  of  the  mouth 
are  defects  of  the  hard  palate,  indeed  only  a  very  small  minority 
of  the  clefts  are  of  this  nature,  their  largest  number  concerning 
only  the  soft  palate.  Thus  among  the  feeble-minded,  although 
there  were  found  several  clefts  of  the  posterior  i>art  of  the  roof 
of  the  mouth,  not  one  of  them  involved  the  hard  palate. 

The  causes  of  cleft  palate  are,  I  believe,  entirely  hereditary, 
and  of  a  degenerative  nature. 

(E)  Uvula:  The  normal  uvula  is  a  little  conical  muscular 
organ,  from  0.5  to  1.5  cm.  long  and  about  4  mm.  in  average  thick- 
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nes8,  hanging  down  in  the  median  line  from  the  soft  pailata  The 
musculature  of  this  little  pendant  oonsists  of  the  azjgos  and  the 
levators  uvuIsb;  the  nerve  supply  does  not  seem  to  be  clearly 
established,  but  Quain's  anatomy  (V.  II,  part  2,  page  309,  1894,) 
makes  the  statement  that  all  the  muscles  of  the  uvula  areprobably 
supplied  by  the  bulbar  portion  of  the  spinal  accessoi^  nerve 
through  the  pharyngeal  plexus.  The  abnormalities  of  the  uvula 
manifest  themselves  in  its  size,  its  shape,  and  its  position:  The 
organ  may  be  very  long,  or  very  broad,  or  again  diminutive;  it 
may  be  deformed;  and  it  may  suffer  a  deviation  to  one  or  the 
other  side  from  the  median  line. 

Differences  of  uvul®  in  size,  and  especially  in  length,  are  fre- 
quent, and  we  have  to  allow  about  a  centimetre  for  its  normal 
length  variations.  Decided  abnormalities  in  size,  or  length, 
on  the  other  hand,  are  not  very  frequent.  Very  long  uvulae 
occur  in  about  1  per  cent,  of  the  feeble-minded;  very  broad 
uvula  was  found  once;  and  the  organ  was  diminutive  in  two 
miaile  and  two  female  patients,  which  is  slightly  over  1  per  <5ent. 
of  those  examined.  As  to  the  very  long  uvulae,  their  percentage 
may  to  a  certain  degree  be  brought  down  by  early  amputation  of 
the  organ.  '  ' 

Marked  deviations  in  shape  are  equally,  or  even  more  rare,  in 
the  uvula,  as  are  very  pronounced  abnornmlities  in  size;  they 
were  found  in  only  two  Syracuse  patients.  In  one  of  these  two 
cases  the  organ  was  simply  very  irregular,  while  in  the  other  case, 
besides  being  irregular,  it  had  a  small  appendix  hanging  down 
from  its  point.  In  both  instances  the  deformity  was  natural. 
Small  and  unilateral  deformities  of  uvula  are  found  in  many 
cases  of  a  long  standing  deviation  of  the  organ. 

In  connection  herewith  there  may  be  mentioned  two  cases  of 
bifid  uvula ;  but  these,  I  think,  are  simply  light  grades  of  a  cleft 
than  a  deformity  proper. 

By  far  the  most  frequent  abnormalities  of  the  uvula  are  its 
deflections.  These  deflections  are  almost,  as  a  rule,  lateral;  only 
very  seldom  anterior  or  posterior.  They  are  found  in  about  one- 
sixth  of  the  general  population.      In  the  New  York  Juvenile 
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Asylum,  we  found  18  per  cent,  of  Biich  deflections  among  the  male 
and  18.6  per  cent,  among  the  female  children.  The  proportion 
of  deflections  seems  to  be  slightly  larger  in  the  female  sex.  De- 
flections to  the  right  are  slightly  miope  frequent  than  those  to  the 
left  (as  55  to  45  among  the  above-mentioned  healthy  children). 
Small  deflections  were  not  included  in  any  of  my  data,  as  they 
very  frequently  depend  mierely  on  a  momentary  greater  action 
of  one  of  the  muscles  of  the  organ  than  of  the  other.  I  have 
found  even  a  considerable  number  of  such  deviations  due  to  a 
one-sided  contraction.  Such  cases  can  be  avoided  by  directing 
every  patient  with  a  deflected  uvula  to  swallow  once  or  twice 
and  re-examining  him  after,  when  the  great  majority  of  the  spu- 
rious  deflections  will  have  returned  to  a  normal  condition. 

The  percentages  of  deflected  nvula  among  the  feeble-minded^ 
and  especially  among  the  female  of  this  class,  are  still  higher 
than  those  obtained  on  healthy  children  or  people.  Our  records 
show,  also,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  subjoined  table,  that  the 
greatest  number  of  the  deflections  date  from  early  childhood  or 
from  before  this.  A  small  percentage  of  them,  nevertheless,  de- 
velops later. 

Table  showing  the  proportion  of  normal  and  deflected  uvulae 
in  the  feeble-minded  of  the  Syracuse  State  Insritution: 


Number 
examined. 

UTula 
normal 
in  every 
respect. 

Totol 

per  cent. 

of  marked 

deflections. 

PsB  Cent,  from  tbi 
Total  Pbr  Cent. 
or  Dbflbotiox. 

. 

Deflection 
to  right. 

Deflection 
to  left. 

Uptol6yearejMa^>^,-- 

15   to25,eara}^,t.i-:: 
Abov.36yars{M»^«J--: 

T"t-^ tF"maie-:: 

75 
55 
69 
81 
11 
35 
155 
171 

Per  cent. 

70.7 

74.5 

68.1 

60.5 

63.6 

60 

60 

65 

Per  cent. 

25.3 

23.6 

29 

39.6 

27.3 

37.1 

27 

34 

Per  cent. 

58.05 
53.8 
50 
53 
67 
31 
55 
48.3 

Per  cent. 
42 

46.2 
50 
47 
33 
69 
45 
51.7 

Total  of  both  flexes  .. 

51 

49 
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The  figures  jnst  giveii  are  in  the  whote  so  plain  and,  uniform 
that  they  will  not  require  much  additional  comment.  The  class 
of  patients  above  25  years  of  age  showsi,  as  it  has  done  through- 
out, the  disturbing  element  of  a  somewhat  small  number  of  cases. 
The  number  of  individuals  required  to  express  properly  any  con- 
dition of  the  class  should  not,  it  is  apparent,  be  less  than  50. 

The  striking  features  of  the  above  data  is  the  considerable  and 
sudden  increase  of  the  deflections  in  the  female  sex  during  ado- 
lescence. I  can  offer  no  plausible  explanation  for  this  increase. 
The  causes  of  uvula  deflections  in  general  are  rather  obscure. 
The  most  plausible  explanation  would  be  that  they  are  due  to  a 
paralysis  of  one  of  the  muscles  of  the  organ,  but  even  if  this 
explanation  were  acceptable  with  the  fedble-minded,  where  par- 
alyses of  all  kinds  are  frequent,  we  could  hardly  apply  it  to  the 
one-sixth  of  healthy  individuals  in  whom  similar  deflections  are 
observable.  There  are  apparently  some  additional  causes  besides 
a  nerve-paralysis  to  be  thought  of,  and  the  matter  will  require 
a  further  investigation.  A  few  possible  causes  of  uvula  deflec- 
tions other  than  paralysis  may  be:  A  congenital  deficiency,  par- 
tial or  entire,  of  one  of  the  lateral  muscles  of  the  organ;  a  uni- 
lateral congenital  deficiency,  and  not  a  paralysis,  of  innervation; 
aD;d  pathological  conditions,  especially  infiammations  and  infil- 
trations. The  sound  part  of  the  uvula  would,  in  some  of  these 
cases,  be  on  the  flexed,  in  others  on  the  extended  side. 

The  whole  subject  of  uvula  deflection  affords  much  that  is  of 
interest,  and  it  should  be  given  a  wider  attention. 

0. 

RESUME. 

My  report  concluded,  the  final  questions  which  present  them- 
selves are:  how  much  have  these  investigations  added  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  feeble-minded;  and,  in  what  way  can  they 
benefit  this  lai^e  class  of  patients.  My  brief  answers  to  these 
two  questions  are  the  following: 
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The  investigations  whose  results  are  here  reported  are  but 
X)artial  studies,  and  they  can  not  throw  light  on  more  than  a 
few  points  of  the  whole  status  of  the'f eeble-minded ;  a  far  greater 
proportion  of  equally  important  points  regarding  this  claas  of 
patients  remains  still  to  be  inquired  into. 

The  light  the  concluded  investigations  throw  upon  the  real 
state  of  the  imbecile  is  only  proportionate  to  our  ability  of  trac- 
ing and  explaining  the  vaiious  classes  of  abnormalities  of  the 
parts  examined.  The  individual  data  show  what  kinds  and  what 
proportions  of  abnormalities  exist  in  certain  organs  of  the  feeble- 
minded. By  contrasting  these  data  with  similar  ones  obtained 
by  the  identical  procedures  and  by  the  same  investigator  on 
comparatively  healthy  individuals,  we  can  show  that  almost  all 
the  abnormalities  treated  of  predominate  in  the  feeble-minded- 
Some  of  our  data  show  finally  an  association  and  some  inter- 
dependence among  various  abnormalities,  and  thus  help  to  in- 
crease or  sustain  our  knowledge  of  their  causation.  The  whole 
report  is  a  little  contribution  to  the  general  pathology  and  to  the 
etiology  of  the  feeble-minded,  and  should  not  be  viewed  as  any- 
thing more;  but  that  a  suflScient  number  of  such  groups  of  in- 
vestigation, carried  on  with  a  rigorous  preciseness  and  associated 
properly,  would  constitute  a  whole,  largely  new,  and  valuable 
knowledge  of  this  class  of  patients,  will  I  think  not  be  contested. 

The  other  question,  as  to  what  benefit  these  investigations 
may  be  to  the  feeble-minded  themselves,  could  be  more  properly 
answered  at  the  completion  of  a  number  of  similar  studies  to 
this  one,  than  at  the  present.  Nevertheless  there  can  be  indi- 
cated here  at  least  some  possible  benefit  of  the  present  as  well 
as  of  similar  future  studies.  They  will',  first  of  all,  show  how 
far  the  body  and  especially  the  nervous  system,  of  the  feeble- 
minded is  afi'ected,  besides  their  mind;  and  they  will  show  fur- 
ther the  state  of  the  body  in  these  patients  at  the  different  stages 
of  their  lives.  Such  a  knowledge  of  the  physical  state  of  the 
feeble-minded  can  not  but  be  a  most  valuable  source  of  indica- 
tions tending  to  physical  improvement,  and  to  differentiation,  of 
these  patients.    A  physical  improvement  would  mean  an  in- 


96 

creased  utility  of  these  unfortunates,  a  diminution;  of  needed 
attention  for  them,  and  other  advantages.  In  brief,  such  investi- 
gations as  this  group  is  an  Example  of,  completed,  would  form 
a  basis  pn  which  there  could  be  effected  a  general  elevation  of 
the  present  status  of  the  feeble-minded,  and  such  an  improve- 
ment could  not  but  be  accompanied  with  considerable  economic 
advantages.  But,  this  would  not  be  the  only  benefit  of  the  ob- 
tained knowledge;  its  greatest  advantage  would  lie  in  the  fact 
that  it  would  bring  us  directly  to  the  causes  and  that  to  the 
original  besides  to  the  apparent  causes,  of  the  mentally  def eotive» 
Such  causes  are  to  all  appearances,  varied  and  numerous,  and 
their  knowledge  would  show  the  roads  along  which  alone  it  may 
be  hoped  to  ever  effectually  prevent  or  hinder  f eebl^e-mindedness* 

And  there  is  still  another  and  that  not  an  inconsiderable  ad- 
vantage to  be  expected  from  a  thorough  study  of  this  class  of 
patients.  Every  one  who  will  glance  over  the  first  part  of  the 
preceding  report,  will  notice  the  intimate  relations  of  the  feeble- 
minded with  other  abnormal  classes  of  beings^  their  relatione 
with  the  criminals,  petty  or  great,  with  paupers^  with  the  proeti- 
tutes  and  the  disorderly,  with  the  epileptics,  and  with  the  in- 
sane. A  more  thorough  investigation  will  reveal  far  more 
clearly  these  and  still  other  relations,  and  it  will  demonstrate 
the  fact  that  the  feeble-minded  are  simply  a  link  in  the  great 
chain  of  the  degenerate  class  and  not  an  isolated  class  by  itself. 
An  advanced  knowledge  of  this  class  of  beings  will  throw  a  great 
deal  of  light  on  all  the  other  related  classes,  and  this  will  be 
particularly  true  of  the  epileptics  and  of  the  insane,  which  two 
groups  stand  in  the  closest  relation  to  the  mentally  defective. 
In  fact  the  study  of  the  insane,  as  well  as  that  of  the  epileptics,, 
can  never  be  complete  without  the  knowledge  of  the  feeble- 
minded. 

I  think  there  will  be  none  who  will  question  the  foregoing  con- 
clusions, and  who  would  not  favor  the  continuation  of  the 
studies  here  begun.  Nor  is  there  any  very  material  obstacle  why 
these  studies  should  not  go  on,  under  the  same  direction,  and 
under  similar  circumstances,  as  were  undertaken  those  of  the 
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first  gronp;  that  is,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Pathological  In- 
stitute, and  in  connection  with  similar  studies  carried  on  simul- 
taneously on  other  abnormal  classes  of  the  New  York  State  popu- 
lation. The  paramount  requirement  for  such  further  studies  on 
the  feeble-minded  and  the  idiots,  is  a  proper  and  full  apprecia- 
tion of  the  work  by  the  authorities  of  the  various  institutions 
for  these  people  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The  first  and  the 
main  condition  of  success  will  be  the  moral  support  of  the  State 
Board  of  Charities,  which  superrises  these  institutions,  and  of 
the  several  superintendents  of  these  institutions.  There  are  the 
best  hopes  that  this  support  may  be  gained  and  be  generally 
given  in  the  future,  as  it  has  been  given  already  in  a  most  gener- 
ous way  by  the  Sui)erintendents  of  the  Syracuse  and  the  Rome 
State  institutions. 

Another  condition  which  would  very  much  facilitate  certain 
important  studies  on  the  feeble-minded  and  on  the  idiots,  would 
be  a  provision,  by  which  some  one  could  be  assigned  in  each  of 
the  State  institutions  for  a  certain  duty,  which  I  will  outiine 
below.  There  are  certain  very  important  things,  which  must  be 
once  thoroughly  learned  if  the  study  of  the  mentally  diefective  is 
to  be  in  any  way  complete,  and  which  it  is  utterly  impossible  for 
the  examiner  to  adequately  obtain  under  present  conditions.  A 
few  such  thingB  are  the  patient's  family  conditions,  and  the  first 
observations  of  the  patient  and  his  life  outside  of  the  institu- 
tions. The  asylum  case-books,  no  matter  how  carefully  con- 
ducted, can  not  give  us  more  than  a  mere  glimpse  at  these  condi- 
tions, and  yet  what  is  there  of  more  consequence  for  a  knowledge 
of  the  origin,  of  thie  character,  and  of  the  possible  prognosis  of 
the  mental  defect,  than  just  the  facts  of  this  order?  These  facts 
can  never  be  obtained  properly  on  a  large  number  of  cases,  unless 
there  is  some  one  employed  in  each  institution  who  can  give  this 
subject  his  whole,  undivided,  and  at  the  same  time  intelligent 
and  well  directed  attention.  The  house  physician  can  not  do 
this,  for  he  has  many  other  duties  to  attend  to  and  these  investi- 
gations require  a  considerable  time  with  each  case  admitted. 
But  it  would  be  otherwise  if  in  each  institution  one  of  the  more 
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intelligent  employee  conld  be  assigned  for  this  purpose.    Sxush 
an  employe  should  be  a  male,  as  the  inYestigations  bring  oat  at 
times  facts  which  it  wonld  be  at  least  very  aiwkward  to  deal 
with  by  a  woman.    He  might  be  in  constant  yirtaal  relation  witb 
the  department  which  will  conduct  the  studies,  but  all  facts 
obtained  by  him  would  be  the  property  of  his  institution;  they 
would  constitute  in  a  oomparatiyely  short  time  most  valuable^ 
reliable  records,  fully  able  to  be  utilized  for  scientific  deductions. 
Provided  that  three  su<;h  clerks  could  be  appointed,  one  at  the 
Syracuse,  one  at  the  Newark  and  one  at  the  Eome  State  instita- 
tions,  the  yearly  appropriation  for  these  three  persons  need  not 
mueh  exceed  one  thousand  dollars;  and  the  result  would  cer- 
tainly justify  such  an  extra  appropriation.    By  this  simple  step 
and  its  consequent  results,  the  New  York  State  ijaystitutions  for 
the  feeble-minded  and  the  idiots  would  place  themselves  at  the 
head,  in  this  direction  scientifically,  of  all  similar  institutions, 
both  here  and  abroad. 

May  this  my  proposition,  with  which  I  close  this  report,  be 
noted  by  the  authorities  of  these  institutions,  and  leoeiye  their 
sincere  oon^ideratiou. 
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No.  15. 


IN  ASSEMBLY 
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FIFTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

Managers  of  tlie  Syracuse  State  Institution  for 

Feeble-Minded  Children. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  establishing  this  institu- 
tion, the  undersigned  managers  respectfulh'  submit  this  their  fif- 
tieth annual  report: 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1899 $998  28 

Receipts  from  State  appropriations  during  fiscal 

year 87,085  90 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils.  8,749  00 

Receipts  from  pay  cases^  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 2,331  39 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 74  70 
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Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products |540  66 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material llT  76 

Receipts  from  other  sources 168  41 

Total 1100,066  10 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  account  of  maintenance |87,960  85 

Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  572,  Laws  of 

1899 11,981  92 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1900 123  33 

Total 1100,066  10 


CLASSIFIED  SUMMARY  OF  EXPENDITURES. 
On  currenit  expense  account  of  the  Syracuee  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1900: 

Salaries  of  oflScers  and  teachers |12,710  12 

Wages  and  labor 21,238  10 

Expenses  of  officers  and  managers 45  44 

Provisions   21,203  19 

Household  stores 3,352  10 

Clothing 7,860  26 

Fuel  and  lights 10,525  80 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 902  55 

Shop,  farm  and  garden 5,512  79 

Ordinary  repairs 1,306  85 

Transportation  of  inmates 4  00 

Miscellaneous  3,299  65 

Total  187,960  85 
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ASSETS  SEPTEMBER  30,  1900. 

Balance  in  cash fl23  33 

Due  from  indiTtdnalfi  for  boards  inBtrnetion  and 

clothing 1,379  00 

Due  from  counties  for  clothing 2,072  00 

Due  from  other  sources,  balance  of  unexpended' 

appropriation 8,250  00 


Total  assets f  11,824  33 


The  foregodng  exhibit  presents  the  financial  operations  of  the 
year  in  the  customary  form,  the  first  two  tables  showing  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  the  third  one  the  classified  sum- 
mary required  by  the  State  Comptroller  in  the  monthly 
estimates  and  the  last  one  the  assets.  The  receipts 
from  the  yarious  sources  aggregating  f  11,981.92,  were  re- 
turned to  the  Comptroller,  in  accordance  with  chapter  680, 
Laws  of  1899,  and  they  appear  as  expenditures  under  the  table 
of  disbunsements,  while  the  balance  of  the  resources  include  the 
amount  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  year  and  the  sum 
of  187,085.90  from  State  appropriations.  This  last  sum  embraces 
the  unexpended  balance  of  the  annual  maimtenance  appropria- 
tion, f  2,500,  of  the  previous  year,  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
116,000  appropriated  by  chapter  572,  Laws  of  1899,  amounting  to 
112,835.90,  and  the  sum  of  f  71,750  of  the  regular  maintenance  sq^ 
propriation  for  the  pa«rt  fiscal  year,  leaving  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  that  appropriation  of  |8,250,  which  appears  under  the 
table  of  assets. 

The  expenditures  for  the  yeaj  show  a  decrease  of  over  f3,000 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  which  is  chiefly  accounted 
for  by  a  diminished  amount  of  supplies  on  hand  at  the  close  of 
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the  year  and  the  failure  to  purchase  many  articles  and  materials 
for  improvements^  which  have  been,  deferred  by  the  require- 
ments of  the  Oomptroller's  office  and  the  power  exercised  by 
him  under  the  Estimate  Law.  The  principal  changes  under  the 
clasfiification,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  are  a  deoreaee 
in  expenditures  for  provisions,  household  stores,  clothing,  ordi- 
nary repairs  and  miscellaneous,  and  an  increase  in  fuel  and 
lights,  other  items  not  varying  materially  in  amount. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  maintenance  for  the  current  fiscal 
year  is  |82,000,  which  sum,  together  with  the  amount,  ?12,000,  ex- 
pected from  other  sources,  it  is  believed,  will  be  amply  sufficient. 
Inasmuch  as  the  numbers  to  be  supported  will  remain  practically 
unchanged  for  another  year,  an  equal  amount,  f82,000,  will  be  re- 
quested for  maintenance  for  the  ensuing  year. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1899  the  "  improvements  at  the  farm 
house/'  for  which  a  special  appropriation  of  f 2,500  was  granted 
by  the  Legislature  of  1899,  were  under  way  but  then  unfinished. 
The  improvements  upon  that  building  last  year  were  completed 
before  winter  set  in,  and  within  the  amount  appropriated,  leav- 
ing a  balance  of  flOl.15  unexpended.  The  improvements  con- 
sisted in  raising  the  house  two  and  one-half  feet,  building  a  foun- 
dation wall  and  excavating  a  cellar  underneath  the  entire  struc- 
ture. Two  additions  were  also  made  to  the  house,  <me  on  the 
east  side^  increasing  the  size  of  the  living  rooms  for  the  super- 
visor and  his  family,  and  the  other  on  the  north  side,  making  a 
toilet-room  on  each  floor,  the  one  on  the  lower  floor  for  family 
use  and  the  one  on  the  upper  floor  for  the  boys  at  night.  The 
boys'  dining-room  was  also  enlarged,  new  floors  were  laid  in  parts 
of  the  house,  a  partition  was  removed  between  two  of  the  dor- 
mitories, a  new  range  was  provided  for  the  kitchen,  the  building 
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was  repainted  and  a  furnace  was  placed  in  the  cellar,  permitting 
the  removal  of  the  stoves  formerly  used  for  heating  the  house,  and 
at  the  same  time  providing  efficient  and  satisfactory  ventilation. 
Altogether,  the  improvements  effected  have  made  this  building 
one  of  the  most  sanitary  and  comfortable  on  the  premises.  By 
the  Legislature  of  1900  special  appropriations  were  granted  for 
the  following  purpose®:  For  the  erection  of  a  bathhouse,  |6,587; 
for  the  plumbing  and  heating  in  connection  therewith,  f 2,800;  for 
improvements  in  the  plumbing  of  the  institution,  |1,250^  and 
for  new  floors  and  steel  ceilings  in  various  parte  of  the  building, 
?1,000.  For  the  first  two  purposes,  the  plans  and  specifications 
have  not  vet  been  received  from  the  State  Architect,  but  are  ex- 
pected soon;  for  the  third  purpose^  improvements  in  plumbing, 
a  contract  has  been  made,  and  for  the  la^  one,  steel  ceilings 
have  been  put  on  the  middle  schoolroom,  the  matron's  store- 
room, the  three  halls  in  the  south  wing,  the  boy«'  north  dormi- 
tory and  the  two  bathrooms  at  the  boys  'building  and  the  pantry 
at  the  girls'  building.  A  new  Georgia  pine  floor  has  been  laid 
in  Xo.  13  dormitory,  in  the  main  building,  and  a  tile  floor  at  the 
girls'  building  kitchen.  Material  is  now  being  procured  for  addi- 
tional ceilings  and  floors  where  most  needed  and  so  far  as  avail- 
able by  the  appropriation. 

Of  the  incoming  Legislature  the  managers  have  decided  to  re- 
•quest  special  appropriations  for  purposes  as  follows: 

For  improvements  to  the  plumbing  and  drainage  systems  of 
the  institution,  |12,500;  for  the  extension  and  completion  of  the 
stone- wall  fence  on  Grand  avenue,  fS^OOO;  for  the  erection  of  a 
brick  corridor  to  connect  the  boys*  building  and  north  wing, 
|1,000;  for  the  renewal  of  laundry  machinery,  |1,600;  for  stone 
and  cement  sidewalks,  |1,000;  for  the  equipment  of  the  buildings 
with  a  watchman's  clock  and  time  detector,  f 800. 
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The  first  item  will  be  requested  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  State  Architect,  whose  sanitary  engineer  made  a  careful  in- 
spection of  the  plumbing  throughout  the  institution  a  year  ago^ 
and  the  amount  given  is  in  accordance  with  his  estimate. 

The  importance  of  the  second  item,  the  extension  and  comple- 
tion of  the  stone- wall  fence  on  Grrand  avenue,  is  apparent  at  once 
to  the  observer,  upon  an  inspection  of  the  premises.  The  present 
walled  fence  now  extends  from  Burnet  park  along  Wilbur  ave- 
nue and  Delaware  street  to  Grand  avenue  and  about  one-third 
of  the  distance  on  that  avenue,  where  it  ends  abruptly  and  to 
which  point  it  was  built  some  years  ago.  It  has  not  since  been 
extended  for  the  reason  that  a  considerable  amount  of  filling  and 
grading  was  required  for  the  rest  of  the  distance  on  Grand  ave- 
nue. This  has  now  been  nearly  accomplished  and  the  premise* 
will  be  made  ready  for  the  completion  of  the  wall  next  season. 

At  the  present  time,  an  old  frame  corridor  connects  the  boys'" 
building  and  north  wing.  The  sills  under  it  are  in  a  state  of 
decay  and  must  be  replaced  at  an  early  date.  We  have  therefore 
decided  to  request  an  appropriation  for  a  substantial  brick  cor- 
ridor in  its  stead. 

The  washers  at  the  laundry  have  now  been  in  daily  use  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years.    They  are  virtually  worn  out,  and  further 
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repairs  to  them  are  impossible  and  impracticable.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  they  can  be  kept  in  use  and  serviceable  until 
the  funds  are  available  for  their  replacement.  We  look  upon 
this  item  of  appropriation  as  the  most  important  of  all  mentioned^ 
The  amount  specified  for  sidewalks  was  recommended  by  a. 
committee  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  whose  visit  was  made 
here  this  season  on  a  very  rainy  day.  The  necessity  of  better 
walks  was  made  evident  to  them  by  the  occasion,  as  it  has  been  ta 
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as  upon  many  others,  and  the  item  for  the  purpose  meets  our 
hearty  approval. 

The  need  of  a  watchman's  clock  and  time  detector  is  now  gen- 
erally recognized  for  all  public  institutions.  As  at  present  situ- 
ated in  our  service,  reliance  is  entirely  placed  upon  the  faithful- 
ness of  the  night  watchers,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  this  should 
no  longer  be  the  case.  An  appropriation  for  the  purpose  is  there- 
fore requested. 

This  institution  was  established  nearly  fifty  years  ago,  and  with 
a  view  of  furnishing  the  meane  of  training  and  education  to  that 
portion  of  the  youth  of  this  State  not  provided  for  in  any  other 
of  its  educational  institutions.  Our  aim  in  its  administration  has 
always  been  to  carry  out  its  purposes  and  to  maintain  its  original 
character  as  nearly  as  possible.  To  do  this,  the  by-laws  were 
framed  restricting  admissions  to  feeble-minded  children  between 
seven  and  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  to  receive  mainly  those  of 
the  teachable  class,  and  to  retain  pupils  only  for  such  periods  of 
time  as  should,  in  the  estimation  of  the  managers,  suffice  to  im- 
part all  the  education  practicable  in  each  particular  case. 
Among  the  feeble-minded,  the  edueable  period  of  life  varies  ma- 
terially, and  ends  in  all  cases  very  mueh  earlier  than  in  those  of 
the  normal  class.  It  is  seldom  that  a  feeble-minded  one  will  be 
found  who  can  make  progress  under  school  methods  much  beyond 
the  age  of  eighteen  to  twenty-one,  and  many  reach  their  limit  at 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen.  Under  such  circumstances,  unless  an 
outlet  had  been  provided  for  the  discharge  of  those  found  un- 
teachable,  those  not  further  teachable  and  those  who  had  passed 
the  school  age,  it  is  readily  seen  that  a  steady  accumulation  of 
custodial  cases  must  have  occurred  in  the  institution.  In  order 
to  meet  such  a  contingency,  authority  was  therefore  given  the 
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manageriB  in  the  organic  act  to  require  the  removal  of  all  cases  to 
the  county  poor  houses,  when  it  was  found  they  could  be  no 
longer  benefited  here.  For  obvious  reasons,  county  officers  have 
been  undesirous  of  receiving  such  persons  into  the  almshouses. 
The  board  of  managers  has  been  equally  as  reluctant  at  exer- 
cising its  authority  in  this  direction,  and  has  not  done  so  in  the 
past  except  as  the  bare  necessities  demanded.  As  a  result^  there 
are  at  the  present  time  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  in  the 
institution  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  about  one  hundred 
more  between  fifteen  and  twenty-one  who  are  either  unteachable 
or  not  further  teachable.  While  we  believe  it  a  matter  of  the 
highest  importance  that  a  separate  institution  should  be  main- 
tained for  teachable  feeble-minded,  we  are  equally  as  decided  in 
our  opinion  that  the  whole  feeble-minded  class,  the  adult  and  the 
unteachable,  with  very  few  exceptions,  should  be  permanently 
provided  for  by  the  State  in  custodial  institutions.  If  the  trans- 
fer of  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  older  ones  of  this  institution 
to  custodial  institutions  could  be  effected  and  followed  by  the 
transfer  of  others  of  the  same  class  as  fast  as  they  accumulate, 
we  believe  this  institution  would  be  able  to  meet  all  demands 
upon  it  for  the  admission  of  the  teachable  feeble-minded  for  the 
next  ten  years  or  more.  The  attention  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities  has  been  especially  called  to  this  phase  of  the  question 
of  dealing  with  the  subject  of  further  provision  for  the  feeble- 
minded class  by  the  State,  and  they  are^  we  believe,  in  harmony 
with  the  policy  suggested.  Their  recommendations  upon  this  im- 
portant matter  will  therefore  receive  our  cordial  supjwrt,  and  we 
hope  will  obtain  the  approval  and  the  generous  response  of  the 
Legislature. 

During  the  year  just  passed,  the  managers  were  once  more 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  one  of  their  number.  Col.  John 
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W.  Yale,  which  occurred  suddenly  after  a  short  illness  on  J'une 
26th,  at  his  home  in  Syracuse.  CJol.  Yale  was  first  appointed  a 
member  of  this  board  in  1886  by  Grovernor  Hill,  was  reappointed 
in  1892  by  Grovernor  Flower,  and  again  in  1900  by  Governor  Roose- 
velt.  lu  the  first  year  of  his  service,  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee,  and  at  once  assumed  an  active  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  institution.  In  1896  he  was  made  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  which  position  he  filled  with  credit  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  retaining  the  esteem  an-d  confidence  of  his 
associates  on  the  board,  and  showing  unswerving  loyalty  to  all 
the  interests  of  the  institution.  This  was  made  strikingly  mani- 
fest by  his  outspoken  declarations  a  jear  ago  in  defense  of  the 
management,  when  it  was  most  vehemently  attacked.  His  reap- 
pointment, by  Governor  Roosevelt  as  a  member  of  the  board,, 
which  followed  shortly  after,  was  recognized  by  Ool.  Yale  as  a 
pleasing  vindioatioin  of  his  course  and  as  an  appreciation  of  his 
past  services  on  the  board.  It  reawakened  intensely  his  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  feeble-minded  and  the  success  of  the  insti- 
tution. Under  these  circum<stances,  his  loss  was  severely  felt  by 
the  board  and  by  all  friends  of  the  institution,  as  it  was  also 
throughout  the  city  of  Syracuse,  where  he  was  universally  es- 
teemed one  of  its  leading  and  most  patriotic  citizens.  Appropri- 
ate resolutions  in  respect  to  his  memory  will  be  found  as  an  ap- 
pendix to  this  report. 

F.  D.  HUNTINGTON, 

Permanent  Chainnan. 
P.  J.  LUDDEN, 
A.  W.  PALMER, 
W.  W.  CHENEY, 
W.  S.  PECK, 
ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer. 


Alfred  Wilkinson,  treasurer  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children,  in  current  account  with  the  State 

» 

of  New  York,  for  cash  received  and  expended  for  the  general 
supplies  and  salaries  and  wages  of  oflScers,  teachers,  attendants 
and  employes  of  said  institution,  etc.,  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1900 : 

EESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1899 J998  28 

State  appropriations  for  maintenance 87,085  90 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils . . .  8,749  00 
Receipts  from  pay  cases,  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 2,331  39 

Receipts  from  sale  of  production  of  shop 74  70 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 540  66 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 117  76 

Receipts  from  miscellaneous  sources 168  41 

Total 1100,066  10 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

October,  1899 f  7,968  90 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month   of 

November,  1899 7,177  41 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

December,  1899  8,216  39 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

January,  1900 7,568  59 
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Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

February,  1900 |7,350  42 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  o^ 

March,  1900 7,990  80 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

April,  1900  • 7,319  90 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

May,  1900 7,322  05 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

•. 

June,  1900 7,171  38 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

July,  1900 6,977  98 

W^arrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

August,  1900 6,655  24 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

September,  1900 6,241  79 

f  87,960  85 
Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  580,  Laws  of  1899.  11,981  92 
Balance  in  bank  October  1, 1900 123  33 

Total f  100,066  10 

There  was  received  and  expended  under  special  appropria- 
tions, chapter  569,  Laws  of  1899,  and  chapter  419,  Laws  of  1900, 
as  follows: 

Appropriation   for  new  floors  and  steel  ceilings, 
chapter  419,  Laws  of  1900,  cash  received  from 

Comptroller  August  30,  1900 f588  93 

.Vouchers  paid  aggregating < . . .  588  93 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended f  411  07 
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Appropriation  for  farmhouse  improvements,  chap- 
ter 569,  Laws  of  1899,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller October  13  and  27,  1899,  and  February  27, 
1900 1440  35 

Vouchers  paid  aggregating 440  35 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended |101  15 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1900: 
New  floors  and  steel  ceilngs,  chapter  419,  Laws  of 

1900 ?588  9a 

Farmhouse  improvements,  chapter  569,  Laws  of 

1899 440  35 

Total 11,029  28 


Report  of  the  Superintendent 


To  the  Mcmagera  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feehle-Minded 
Children: 
Grentlemen. — In  acoordance  with  the  reciuirements  of  the  law, 
and  yonr  boards  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  ex- 
hibiting statistics  and  other  matters  connected-  with  the  admin- 
istration of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Septemiber  30,  1900: 

MOVEMENT  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

BojB.  Girls.  Total. 

Present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 250  249  499 

Absent  on  vacation 21  12  33 

Since  admitted 37  24  61 

Total  for  the  year 308  286  593 

Discharged 23  10  42  . 

Died 2  3  5 

Present  at  the  close  of  year 268  253  521 

Absent  on.  vacation 15  10  25 

Total  on  the  rolls 283  263  546 

Average  daily  attendance 260  255  515 

Total   number  of  weete'  board  furnished   to  the 
pupiha 26,854 
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Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses,  except  clothing f  80,100  59 

Oost  of  clothing 7,860  26 


Total  oost 187,960  85 


Averaige  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction 

of  jmpils f2  98 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing 3  28 


The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during 
the  year: 

Strangulated  hernia 

Ptaeumionia 

l^hoid  fever 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 

Heart  disease 


! 

Total  deaths 


HOSPITAL  RECORD  OF  DISEASES  TREATED. 
Abscess 8 


Anaemia 


5 


Bronchitis,  acute i 6 

Bum 1 

Bursitis 2 

(Conjunctivitis 6 


Owwip  . 
Ooryza  . 
Qystitis 
Debilityi 


1 


1 
5 


Thoea 8 
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Djfimenorrhoea 2 

Ek)zema 1 

E^pilepsj 4 

ElryBix>elai9 2 

Fever,  ephemeral 4 

Furuncle 2 

OastritiB,  acute 10 

Goitre 1 

Heart  disease 2 

Hemiffiii 3 

Ingrowing  toe-nail 5 

Jaundice 2 

Keratitis 2 

Malaria .' 1 

Measles , 104 

Morbus  eoxalgia 1 

Menorrhagia 1 

Metrorrhagia 2 

Neuralgia 2 

Neuritifi  1 

Otottrhoea ^ 7 

Paronychia 7 

Pneumonia 10 

Ringworm 5 

Rheumatism 5 

Scabies 3 

Sciatica  2 

Synovitis  1 

Tonsillitis i 6 

Tumor,  fibroid *  1 
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Typhoid  fever 
Ulcer  of  leg. . 
Urticaria 


Wounds  . . . 
Unclasisified 


21 

1 

1 

8 
30 


OPERATIONS. 


Amputation,  toe 

Excision,  bead  of  femur 

Hysterectomy 

Hernia,  strangulated 


1 
1 
1 
1 


The  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pupils  by  oo^m 
ties  for  the  year: 


ReniAlDlDg  BflDiaiiiiiie 

Sept.  80, 1899.       Admitted.    Discharged.   Sept  80, 1900 


Albany  . 
Allegany 
Broome  . 


OattarauguB 


Oayuga  

Chautauqua 
Ohemung   . . 
Chenango   . 
Clinton 


Columbia 
Cortland 
Delaware 
Dutchess 
Brie  .... 


14 

1 

•  •  •  * 

15 

5 

2 

«... 

7 

9 

1 

1 

9 

5 

•  .  *  • 

•  •  ■  • 

5 

7 

2 

2 

7 

11 

1 

1 

11 

19 

1 

1 

19 

2 

.... 

2 

5 

.... 

5 

8 

1 

9 

2 

.... 

2 

3 

.... 

3 

6 

•  •  •  • 

6 

49 

3 

4 

48 

2 

•  •  •  . 

•  •  *  . 

2 

^^anklin 
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Fulton   1 

Genesee 4 

Greene 2 

Herkamer  3 

Jefferaoni 4 

Kings 36 

Lewis 4 

Livingston  3 

Madifion   10 

Monroe  25 

Montgomery 8 

Na6saa 1 

New  York 56 

Niagara 9 

Oneida   27 

Onondaga 32 

Ontario 9 

Orange 6 

Orleans 2 

Oswego 7 

Otsego  12 

Queens 4 

Rensselaer 18 

Richmond 3 

Rockland   1 

St.  Lawrenoe 4 

Saratoga 6 

Schenectady 3 

Schoharie 2 

Schuyler 2 


9 
1 

2 


16 


1 
3 


1 
1 
1 
1 


•  •  •  • 


•  •  • . 


.  • . . 


6 
2 
3 
2 
1 


•  •  •   • 


1 
1 


1 

3 


•  •  •  • 


.  •  • . 


1 

8 
2 
2 

4 

40 

6 

4 

10 

27 

7 

1 

66 

9 

24 

30 

9 

6 

2 

7 

13 

6 

17 

3 

2 

•4 

4 

3 

2 

2 
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Dreeses  made  over 88 

Under  waiat« 10 

Pillow  covers  87 

Shirts   5 

Table  covers 21 

Towels 213 

Wash  clothe 36 

Napkins   305 

Bedspreads  10 

Nightehirts  5 

Names  on  garments 318 

Besides  a  large  amount  of  crocheting,  embroider;  and  other 
fancy  work. 

CLASS  AT  HOSEMAKINO. 

Boys'  hose  (pairs) 585 

Girls'  hose  (pairs) 886 

And  all  of  the  mending. 

CLASS  AT  SHOEMAKING. 

Shoes  (new,  pairs) 53 

Shtoes  repaired  4,844 

And  the  repairing  of  harness. 

LIST  OF  GIRLS'  BUILDING  KINDERGARTEN  CLASS. 

Bands  5 

Bibs   38 

82 

sketB,  chairs,  etc 13 
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HJandkerchiefs 70 

Pillow  covers 66 

Towels 76 

Extra  buttonholes • 5 

Handkerchiefs  hemstitched 7 

Pillow  covers  hem-stitched 4 


X 


LIST  OF  OLAiSS  AT  GIRIjS'  BUILDING. 

Night  dresses  175 

Laundry  holders * 144 

Aprons  80 

Drawere  68 

Bands  182 

Towels 219 

Ohemaees   32 

DresseB 76 

Napkins 67 

Pillow  covers 420 

Aprons  hemstitched 6 

Handkerchiefs  hemstitched 86 

Napkins  hemstitched 10 

Pillow  covers  hemfitltcbed  12 

Table  covers  hemstitched 2 

UAdervests  restitched  97 

Pante  restitched 158 

Undjerwaiats , ,. .  68 

Skirts 100 

Sheets 287 

Shirtwaists 7 

Curtains  (pairs) 4 
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Peas,  bushels 144 

Potatoes,  bushels 2,429i 

Pumpkine,  dozen S8J 

Peppers,  bushels 14 

Parsnipe,  bu<shel6 172J 

Plums,  bufihels 16 

Pieplanit,  bunches 3,021 

Poultry,  iwundfl 555 

Pork,  pounds 6,586 

Raspberries,  quarts 269 

Radishes,  bunches 3,151 

Sage,  bunches 23 

Salsify,  bushels 65 

Spinach,  bushels 119 

Squash,  summer,  bushels 154 

Squash,  winter,  tons 2| 

Straw,  tons 20 

Strawberries,  quarts  787 

Turnips,  early  stone,  bushels 195 

Turnips,  strapleai,  bushels 180 

Turnips,  Rutabaga,  bushels 30 

Tomatoes,  bushels '  368 

Wheat,  bushels 214 

C       I        i-       I 


ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES. 
There  were  admitted  during  the  year  thirty-seven  boys  and 
twenty-four  girls,  a  total  of  sixty-one  and  an  increase  of  four- 
teen as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  number  dis- 
charged was  forty-two,  twenty-three  of  whom  were  boys  and 
nineteen  girls.     The  number  of  deaths  was  five,  two  boys  and 
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three  girlB,  making  a  total  from  both  discharge  and  death  of 
forty-seven,  twenty-five  boys  and  twenty-two  girls.  Together, 
the  two  statements  show  an  increase  upon  the  rolls  at  the  close 
of  the  year  of  fourteen,  or  a  total  of  five  hundred  and  forty-six, 
the  number  reported  present  for  a  short  period  just  before  the 
close  of  the  school  year  in  June.  This  number  represents  the 
full  capacity  of  the  institution  and  the  largest  in  its  history. 

Of  those  discharged,  two  boys  became  self-supporting;  thir- 
teen boys  and  ten  girls  were  removed  by  i)arents;  three  boys  and 
one  girl  were  transferred  to  the  Craig  Colony,  one  boy  to  a 
private  institution,  two  girls  to  the  Newark  Asylum  and  one 
to  a  State  hospital  for  the  insane;  four  boys  eloped,  and  four 
girls,  one  of  whom  was  an  epileptic  and  another  insane,  were, 
upon  request,  removed  by  superintendents  of  the  poor. 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  ADMISSION. 
The  number  of  descriptive  applications  received  and  placed 
on  file  during  the  year  was  eighty-four,  an  increase  of  two  as 
compared  with  1889.  Of  these  applications,  forty-nine  were  for 
boys  and  thirty-five  for  girls,  showing  a  slightly  larger  propor- 
tion for  girls  than  has  usually  appeared  in  other  years.  Of  this 
number,  thirty-nine,  or  twenty-three  boys  and  sixteen  girls,  were 
accepted;  twenty-six,  or  thirteen  of  each  sex,  were  rejected;  and 
nineteen,  or  thirteen  boys  and  six  girls,  who  were  eligible  for 
admission  under  the  rules,  were  deferred  for  lack  of  accommo- 
dation and  until  vacancies  occur  in  their  order.  Of  the  number 
rejected,  eight  boys  and  five  girls  were  over  fourteen  and  three 
boys  and  four  girls  were  under  seven  years  of  age,  two  boys 
and  two  girls  were  epileptic,  and  two  girls  were  helpless  and 
unteachable.     In  the  rejection  of  these  applications,  the  by-laws 
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goyerning  admissions  and  jour  special  resolution  upon  the  sub- 
ject, passed  a  few  years  ago  and  still  in  force,  were  strictly 
adhered  to  with  one  exception,  and  that  one  only  upon  consent 
of  the  executive  committee. 

HEALTH  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 
On  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  a  case  of  measles  was  discov- 
ered among  the  children,  and,  between  that  date  and  the  first  of 
August,  one  hundred  and  four  persons  contracted  the  disease. 
The  first  case  originated  at  the  main  building,  and  from  thence 
the  disease  spread  to  all  of  the  various  buildings,  including  the 
Fairmount  cottage,  except  the  girls'  building,  which  alone  es- 
caped. Fortunately,  but  few  of  the  cases  were  of  a  severe  form 
and  all  recovered.  In  one  case,  an  epileptic  girl,  subject  to  fre- 
quent convulsions,  the  measles  was  followed  by  an  attack  of 
erysipelas,  and  this  by  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  from  Vhich 
she  died  after  a  few  months  illness.  One  peculiarity  noticed  and 
not  previously  observed  in  epidemics  of  the  measles  here  was 
the  considerable  number  of  persons  who  had  the  disease  for  the 
second  time.  Of  this  we  were  certain,  because  several  of  them 
were  known  to  have  had  a  previous  attack  in  former  epidemics 
while  here  in  the  institution.  Another,  and,  we  believe,  quite 
extraordinary  feature  of  the  epidemic  was  that,  in  two  or  three 
instances,  a  second  attack  followed  almost  immediately  after 
recovery  from  the  first.  In  explanation  of  this,  the  suggestion 
was  made  that  the  two  varieties  of  the  disease,  the  genuine  and, 
what  is  commonly  known  as  the  German  measles,  were  both  pre- 
vailing at  the  same  time.  This,  of  course,  was  possible,  and  if 
correct,  the  fact  that  the  two  affections  were  not  separately  diag- 
nosed, was,  we  believe,  not  altogether  unpardonable  under  the 
iroumstances. 
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Another  and  more  seriously  dreaded  disease,  that  of  typhoid 
fever,  which  became  epidemic  in  its  character,  suddenly  devel- 
oped in  the  month  of  August.  The  first  (August  14)  and  last 
(September  29)  cases  occurred  in  boys  at  the  Fairmount  farm. 
All  other  cases,  nineteen  in  number,  appeared  between  those 
dates  or  from  August  18  to  September  15,  one  or  more  from 
each  of  the  different  departments,  save  the  south  wing,  and  all 
being  inmates,  except  my  medical  assistant.  Dr.  Mason,  who 
was  the  second  victim  of  the  disease  and  one  of  the  severest 
cases,  but  who  most  fortunately  finally  recovered  after  a  long 
and  heroic  struggle. 

As  soon  as  the  disease  showed  evidence  of  assuming  an  epi- 
demic character  its  cause  was  investigated  and  samples  of  the 
water  in  use  throughout  the  buildings,  of  that  from  the  well  at 
Fairmount,  of  the  Fairmount  milk,  of  milk  supplied  by  a  farmer, 
and  of  the  ice  were  sent  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  at  Albany 
for  a  bacteriological  examination.  Detailed  reports  of  the  quan- 
titative and  qualitative  examinations,  and  of  Theobald  Smith's 
fermentation  test  were  made  at  the  Bender  Laboratory  in  Al- 
bany by  Dr.  Arthur  W.  Elting  of  all  the  specimens,  the  general 
conclusions  of  which  were  as  follows: 

"Although  the  number  of  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter  of  milk 
is  somewhat  excessive,  this  fact  would  appear  to  be  explained 
by  the  time  which  had  elapsed  in  transporting  the  milk,  as  well 
as  the  exceedingly  warm  weather  during  which  it  was  sent  to  the 
laboratory.  There  was  no  evidence  whatever  in  either  specimen 
of  milk,  of  the  presence  of  the  typhoid  or  colon  bacilli  or  of  any 
other  bacteria  which  might  be  assumed  to  be  the  cause  of  acute 
intestinal  affections. 
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"  The  specimens  of  water  labeled  '  institution  water  and  ^  in- 
-  fltitutian  ice '  conformed  to  all  the  requirements  of  a  firBt-olass 
drinking  water,  and  in  neither  of  these  specimens  was  there  any 
evidence  whatever  of  any  pathogenic  bacteria.  The  number  of 
bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter  in  both  of  these  specimens  is 
exceedingly  low  when  the  fact  is  considered  that  more  than 
twenty-four  hours  in  very  warm  weather  elapsed  before  the  time 
the  specimens  were  taken  and  the  cultures  made. 

"  The  si>ecimens  of  water  labeled  '  Fairmount  water '  contains 
a  far  greater  number  of  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter  of  water 
(39.350)  than  should  be  present  in  a  safe  drinking  water.  Fur- 
thermore, the  presence  in  this  specimen  of  water  of  bacteria 
producing  rapid  liquefaction  of  gelatin  is  also  presumptive  evi- 
dence that  the  source  of  the  water  has  been  in  some  way  con- 
taminated. It  is,  therefore,  our  opinion  that  the  specimen  la- 
beled '  Fairmount  water '  is  not  a  safe  drinking  water, 
although  we  were  unable  to  isolate  from  it  either  the  bacillus 
typhosus  or  the  bacillus  eoli  communis." 

Notwithstanding  the  favorable  report  received  on  all  of  these 
specimens  except  the  last  mentioned,  it  was  decided  to  discon- 
tinue the  use  of  ice  throughout  the  institution  except  in  the  cool- 
ers, knowledge  having  come  into  our  possession  of  the  possibility 
that  the  water  in  the  reservoir  from  which  the  ice  was  obtained 
had  been  contaminated  by  typhoid  fever  sources.  After  the  use 
of  the  ice  had  been  discontinued  two  weeks  no  new  cases  of  the 
disease  appeared  except  one  and  that  at  Fairmount.  It  is  now 
believed  that  the  two  cases  originating  there  were  entirely  in- 
dependent of  the  other  cases,  and  their  cause  was  probably  the 
water  in  use  from  the  well  at  Fairmount,  while  those  having 
+v»Air  origin  at  the  institution  buildings  were  due  to  the  ice.    This 
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conclusion  also  approximates  closely  to  that  obtained  by  the  in- 
vestigations of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  three  members  of 
which,  upon  our  invitation,  made  a  personal  inquiry  and  an  ex- 
amination of  the  premises  subsequent  to  the  report  of  their  bac- 
teriologist. Their  report  made  by  Dr.  F.  C.  Curtis,  of  Albany, 
will  be  found  as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 

REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 
Under  this  head  not  quite  as  much  was  done  during  the  ypar  as 
was  contemplated  and  thought  to  be  needed,  the  different  judg- 
ment of  the  bureau  at  Albany  upon  a  few  occasions  thwarting 
our  plans  in  their  desire  to  curtail  expenditures.  However,  what 
has  failed  in  one  direction  must  have  been  accomplished  in  an- 
other even  if  of  less  importance,  for  all  hands  have  been  kept 
busy,  although  sometimes  hampered  for  lack  of  material.  As 
usual,  the  repairs  and  improvements  upon  the  premises  have  been 
largely  accomplished  by  the  work  of  the  carpenter  and  his  assist- 
ant. Those  specially  worthy  of  mention  are  as  follows:  The 
potting-shed  attached  to  the  green  house  and  the  woodshed  near 
the  grove  were  reshingled;  the  horse  stalls  were  supported  by 
new  timbers  and  a  new  floor  and  racks  were  laid  in  them;  the  old 
porch  and  steps  at  the  south  of  the  main  building  were  torn 
away  and  rebuilt;  new  oak  stair  treads  were  laid  on  two  flights, 
in  the  main  building  and  boys'  building;  new  wainscoting  was 
put  up  in  the  two  toilet  rooms  of  the  south  wing;  outside  cellar 
stairs  were  built  for  the  main  kitchen;  new  floors  were  laid  in  the 
shoe  shop  and  number  13,  dormitory  main  building;  steel  ceil- 
ings were  put  on  in  nine  rooms  in  various  departments;  the  high 
board  fence  on  Grand  avenue  was  moved  back  from  the  street, 

preparatory  for  grading  for  the  completion  and  extension  of  the 
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stone  wall  on  this  avenue;  a  wire  screen  fence  and  back-stop  was 
put  up  on  the  boys'  play  ground;  a  new  bridge  was  built  across 
Harbor  Brook;  fifty-four  water-closet  seats  were  replaced  by  new 
ones  of  a  more  sanitary  pattern;  at  Fairmount,  the  Johnson  farm 
barn  and  additions  were  reshingled,  the  sides  boarded  up  anew 
and  new  doors  made  for  it;  the  piazza  roof  at  the  house  was  also 
reshingled  and  the  two  piazzas  at  the  cottage  received  new  floors; 
a  platform  was  made  for  the  kitchen  and  a  new  sill  put  under  it, 
and  a  new  crib  was  erected  near  the  barns  for  the  storage  of 
corn.  Besides,  there  were  made  for  various  departments  and 
purposes  two  clothes  chests,  two  croquet  boards,  five  lap  boards, 
one  wardrobe,  one  bookcase,  one  stepladder,  one  ice-slide,  two 
hardwood  tables,  four  cupboards,  four  peels,  two  fiagstaffs,  one 
gate,  two  wagon  reaches,  sixty-four  frames  for  pictures,  notices, 
rules,  etc.,  and  forty-six  window  and  door  screens. 

The  painter  and  two  boys  who  work  with  him  have  been  kept 
steadily  employed  throughout  the  year  upon  either  exterior  or 
interior  work,  and  during  the  winter  months  the  gardener  with 
his  force  of  helpers  grouted  and  covered  with  cement  the  bottoms 
of  the  two  conduits  between  the  boiler-house,  the  hospital  and  the 
girls'  building. 

Besides  the  work  above  enumerated  under  improvements  a  ball 
ground  of  about  one  and  one-half  acres  area  wa«  made  for  the  boys 
by  moving  to  a  grade  over  one  thousand  yards  of  earth  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  premises  and  on  the  shady  side  of  the  grove. 
This  play-ground  has  been  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  boys  during  the 
past  summer  and  has  added  much  to  their  happiness  and  general 
content.  The  game  of  ball  is  a  most  healthful  one,  and  the  one 
out-of-door  sport  into  which  many  of  the  boys  can  enter  with  zest 
and  pleasure;  and  this  gix>und  for  their  amusement  is  a  thing  they 
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have  asked  and  longed  for  for  years,  and  is  now  theirs,  we  hope, 
for  as  long  as  the  institution  remains. 

THE  SCHOOL  WORK. 
A  new  departure  in  the  work  of  the  school  was  made  a  jeox 
ago  in  the  creation  of  the  position  of.  head  teacher.  To  this  posi- 
tion Mrs.  E.  P.  Wilbur  was  appointed,  after  a  competitive  exam- 
ination under  the  Civil  Service  rules.  Mrs.  Wilbur  was  well 
fitted  for  the  position  by  previous  experience  in  the  training  of 
the  feeble-minded,  and  was  able  at  once  to  ats^ume  the  duties 
desired  in  the  work  of  classification  and  the  work  of  reorganiza- 
tion. This  was  the  more  needed  by  reason  that  within  recent 
years  many  transfers  of  the  older  and  unteachable  pupils  had 
been  made  to  other  institutions,  thus  permitting  the  introduction 
by  fresh  admissions  of  a  larger  proportion  of  younger  and  teach- 
able pupils  for  the  school.  At  the  present  time  ten  regular  teach- 
ers are  employed,  with  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  organ- 
ized into  classes,  each  class  averaging  from  fifteen  to  forty  in 
number,  according  to  the  work  or  the  exercise  of  the  school  hour. 
Besides  the  customary  classes  in  the  training  of  the  hands,  the 
feet  and  the  voice,  the  school  proper  consists  of  more  advanced 
classes,  such  as  reading,  writing,  drawing,  geography,  history, 
numbers,  singing,  dancing,  calisthenic  exercises  and  other  kin- 
dred occupations;  and  the  industrial  glasses  of  sewing,  knitting, 
erocheting,  matmaking,  tailoring,  shoemaking  and  ironing.  Dur- 
ing the  school  hours  about  one  hundred  pupils  are  also  classified 
under  super\'i8ors  of  instruction  into  useful  industrial  classes  or 
those  of  simpler  occupations  which  will  keep  them  interested  or 
improve  their  perceptive  faculties  according  to  their  capabilities. 
About  one  hundred  more  consisting  of  the  unteachable  and  those 
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who  oannot  be  longer  benefited  by  school  training  -are  kept  busy 
in  some  manner  bj  simple  games,  bj  m>usic,  at  singing  or  march- 
ing or  with  various  apparatus  devised  for  gaining  the  attention. 
The  balance  of  the  inmates  of  the  in-stitution,  consisting  of  the 
older  ones,  are  busily  employed  at  useful  work,  at  whatever  they 
are  best  adapted  or  wherever  their  labors  can  be  best  utilized. 
Of  the  entire  portion,  but  few  are  permitted  to  remain  long  in  idle- 
ness, it  being  the  purpose  if  possible  to  keep  each  one  doing 
something  or  in  some  way  to  hold  his  attention,  in  order  to  divert 
him  from  mischief  and  from<  lapsing  into  desuetude. 

RESIGNATION  OF  DR.  WYGANT. 

Dr.  Julia  St.  J.  Wygant,  who  had  been  my  medical  assistant 
since  1896,  resigned  her  position  on  July  1st  after  a  period  of  four 
years  faithful  and  efficient  service.  To  her  medical  skill,  her 
interest  in  the  training  of  the  nurses  at  the  hospital,  and  her 
vigilant  oversight  of  the  daily  direction  and  management  of  that 
important  department,  it  is  felt  that  the  light  mortality  of  the 
past  few  years  was  largely  due.  Her  resignation  was  accepted 
with  m'uch  regret,  and  she  left  the  service  with  the  respect,  esttn^m 
and  friendship  of  all  connected  with  the  institution,  pupils,  em- 
ployes and  officers. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Wygant,  Dr.  Robert  Mason  was 
appointed  to  succeed  her.  Dr.  Mason  had  been  for  the  past  three 
years  an  interne  at  the  Manhattan  State  Hospital  at  Central 
Islip,  N.  Y.  He  was  selected  from  the  State  Civil  Service  list  of 
eligible  physicians,  his  name  at  the  time  api)earing  second  on  the- 
list,  as  a  result  of  a  competitive  examination.  His  training  and 
experience  in  the  State  hospital  service  will  prove,  we  believe,. 
of  great  advantage  in  his  present  work  upon  which  he  has  entered 
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with  such  energy  and  enthusiasm  that  success  seeme  already 
fissured. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 
Special  efforts  were  made  throughout  the  year  to  provide  some 
means  of  entertainment  for  the  pupils,  particularly  during  the 
long  evenings  of  the  autumn,  winter  and  spring  seasons.  As  to 
our  succeee  in  this  direction,  the  following  occasions  enumerated 
will  attest:  On  fourteen  evenings  during  December,  January, 
February,  March  and  April,  dancing  entertainments  were  ar- 
ranged for  the  children^  music  being  furnished  by  the  institution 
orchestra;  and  on  eight  evenings  the  teachers  entertained  them 
with  games  and  readings.  On  October  third  they  enjoyed  stereop- 
ticon  views  and  a  lecture  on  Ceylon  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leitch;  on 
October  twenty-third,  humorous  recitations  by  Mr.  W.I.  Richards; 
on  November  sixth,  a  talk  on  Mycronesia  by  Mrs.  Price;  on  No- 
vember twenty-third,  recitatione  and  music  by  the  Koumi  Club; 
on  January  twenty -eighth,  the  "  Coon  Town  Cycling  Club ''  by 
emi)loyes,  assisted  by  friends  from  the  city;  on  January  twenty- 
ninth,  a  magician- s  entertainment  by  Mr.  Fred  Hurd;  on  Febru- 
ary nineteenth,  "Aunt  Samantha's  Album"  by  Mrs.  Jillson;  on 
February  twentieth  and  March  twenty-eixth,  music  by  Smith's 
Orchestra;  on  March  nineteenth,  humorous  recitations  by  Mr. 
Peck;  on  April  tenth,  the  phonograph  by  Mr.  George  Worth;  on 
April  seventeenth  and  September  twenty-fifth,  a  musical  con- 
•ducted  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Merry;  on  May  twenty-eighth,  "Father 
Goose"  by  a  company  from  Trinity  Church;  on  May  thirty-first, 
a  "  Chalk  Talk  "  by  Prof.  Little;  on  June  third,  a  talk  on  "  Birds  " 
by  MiTs.  A.  F.  Welle;  on  June  sixth,  a  musical  by  a  trio;  on  July 
fourth,  a  matched  game  of  base  ball  among  the  boys  and  lawn 
festival  in  the  afternoon,  and  a  display  of  fireworks  in  the  even- 
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ing;  and  on  Septemiber  twenty-fourth,  a  series  of  charades  and 
tableaux  by  the  girls. 

VISITORS. 

Official  visits  to  the  institution  during  the  year  were  made  as 
follows:  By  the  Hon.  Theodore  P.  Oilman,  Deputy  Comptroller; 
by  the  Hon.  Chas.  B.  Skinner,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion; by  a  committee  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Erie  county; 
by  the  Onondaga  county  grand  jury;  by  the  commissioners  of 
charities  of  the  second-class  cities;  by  Prof.  Ford  of  Chittenango 
and  his  class  in  economics;  by  Prof.  Hamilton  of  Syracuse  and  his 
class  in  sociology;  by  Dr.  H.  L.  Palmer,  Superintendent  of  the 
Utica  State  Hospital;  by  Dr.  John  F.  FitzGerald,  Superintendent 
of  the  Bome  State  Asylum;  by  Mr.  B.  M.  Childs,  sui)erintendent  of 
the  State  and  Alien  Poor;  by  Mr.  Robert  W.  Hebberd^  Secretary 
of  the  State  Board  of  Charities;  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  R.  Stewart, 
President  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities;  by  Doctors  F.  C.  Curtis, 
P.  W.  Smith,  and  S.  C.  Jones  of  the  State  Board  of  Health;  by 
the  Hon.  Peter  Walrath,  the  Hon.  Harvey  W.  Putnam,  and  Dr. 
Stephen  Smith,  Commissioners  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities; 
four  times  by  the  Hon.  Dennis  McCarthy,  commissioner,  and  five 
times  by  Mr.  E.  P.  Dorr^  inspector  for  that  board;  six  times  by 
Mr.  John  W.  Ennis,  confidential  inspector  for  the  State  Comp- 
troller, and  twice  by  Mrs.  A.  Falker,  Manager  of  the  State 
Reformatory  for  Women  at  Albion,  N.  Y. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  visits  of  oflScials,  the  institution 
was  opened  to  public  visitors  on  thirty-eight  Friday  afternoons 
during  the  school  year.  The  aggregate  attendance  upon  these 
occasions  was  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine,  or  an  aver- 
age of  ninety-six  persons  each  afternoon.  At  these  times  visitors 
were  conducted  through  the  industrial  rooms  and  permitted  to 
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see  some  of  the  work  accomplished  and  being  done  by  various 
classes,  following  which  public  exercises  in  the  hall  Were  given 
by  selected  classes  from  the  school,  including  the  calisthenic  class, 
the  singing  or  dancing  class,  and  occasionally  music  by  the 
orchestra.  These  exercises  were  varied  somewhat  from  week  to 
week,  and  the  attendance  upon  them  shows  that  public  interest 
in  the  institution  has  been  well  maintained,  and  that  with  no 
attempt  on  our  part  to  advertise  our  work. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

It  is  our  pleasure  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  receipt 
of  the  following  publications  gratuitously  sent  throughout  the 
year  for  the  benefit  of  the  institution:  "The  Charitable  Ob- 
server,'' of  Lincoln,  111.;  "  The  Optic,"  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  " The 
Daily  Paper  for  Our  Little  People,"  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  "The 
Washingtonian,"  of  Vancouver,  Wash.,  two  copies;  ^Develop- 
ment "  of  Elwyn,  Pa.;  and  "  Pediatrics  "  of  New  York. 

Our  thanks  are  also  due  and  heartily  extended  to  Mr.  Bradford 
Williams  of  New  York  for  an  enjoyable  evening's  recitations  and 
impersonations;  to  Mrs.  A.  F.  Wells  of  Syracuse,  for  an  interest- 
ing talk  to  the  children  upon  the  subject  of  "  Bird®;"  to  Mr, 
Timothy  G.  Hammond,  Mr.  Fred  Daly,  Mr.  Clarence  Sullivan,  Mr. 
Michael  Crough  and  the  Misses  Fitzgerald  of  Syracuse,  for  their 
assistance  in  one  of  the  entertainments  gratuitously  rendered; 
and  also  to  many  parents  and  friends  of  the  pupils  for  their  con- 
tributions of  money  and  other  articles  at  the  Christmas  holidays. 

CONCLUSION. 
Wliile  the  year  just  passed  has  not  been   without  anxieties, 
cares  and  sorrows,  yet  we  believe  it  has  been  one  in  which  much 
good  work  has  been  well  accomplished.     The  officers  and  em- 
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ployes  have,  as  a  rule,  been  vigilant,  faithful  and  loyal.  Our 
children  have  never  been  happier,  more  contented  or  more  use- 
ful and  their  school  training  has  never  been  more  successful. 

To  you  of  the  Board  of  Managers  I  am  profoundly  grateful  for 
your  continued  support  and  encouragement  in  this  work.  One  of 
your  number  Col.  John  W.  Yale,  for  many  years  the  chairman 
of  your  executive  committee,  who,  a  year  ago  was  present  at 
your  meeting  has  since  passed  to  the  beyond.  The  troubles  of 
that  period  are  now  matters  of  the  past,  and  should  not  perhaps 
be  recalled,  but  I  cannot  refrain  mention  of  his  unflinching 
loyalty  to  me,  and  his  confidence  in  the  management  of  this  Insti- 
tution. While  sadly  bereft  and  grieved  by  his  lose  it  is  yet  our 
pleasure  to  think  of  him  as  one  whose  friendship  was  sure  and 
unwavering  to  the  end. 

In  connection  with  this  report  I  herewith  submit  as  an  ap- 

I)endix  to  it  "A  Report  of  Three  Oases  of  the  Opium  Habit  in 

Feeble-Minded  Boys  "  which  was  read  at  the  annual  meeting  of 

the  American  Association  of  Superintendents  of  Institutions  for 

the  Feeble-Minded  in  May  last  at  Polk,  Pennsylvania. 

JAMES  CARLTON  CARSON, 

Superiniendent. 
Syracusd,  Decenibei'  17,  1900. 
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EEPORT  OF  THREE  CASES  OF  THE  OPIUM  HABIT  IN 

FEEBLE-MINDED  BOYS. 

At  the  Lincoln  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  Insti- 
tutions for  Feeble-Minded  in  1885,  I  reported  "A  Case  of  the 
-Opium  Habit  in  an  Idiot  Boy."  That  case  was  one  of  twins,  born 
to  a  mother  who  was  addicted  to  the  opium  habit.  The  mother 
was  seized  with  convulsions,  following  her  confinement,  and  died 
two  days  thereafter.  It  was  related  in  the  history  of  these  twins, 
that  about  six  hours  after  their  birth,  they  began  to  cry,  or 
**  screech  and  jerk,"  as  the  grandmother  expressed  it,  and  kept 
this  up  so  violently  and  incessantly  that  patience  finally  ceased 
ix)  be  a  virtue. 

The  mother  was  in  convulsions,  and  all  other  measures  re- 
sorted to  for  quieting  the  infants  failed.  Thereupon  the  grand- 
mother knowing  the  mother's  habits  decided  to  give  the  babies 
a  little  opium.  She  therefore  took  a  small  bit  of  opium,  about 
the  size  of  a  grain  of  wheat,  dissolved  it  in  a  little  water  and 
gave  each  child  a  teaspoonful.  The  remedy  acted  like  a  charm, 
for  in  a  short  time  both  fell  aseep  and  remained  tranquil  for 
about  eight  hours,  when  the  "  screeching  and  jerking  "  were  re- 
newed. The  opium  was  again  resorted  to,  and  from  that  time 
henceforward  veas  repeated  pro  re  nata.  At  the  end  of  the  first 
month,  one  of  the  twins  died.  As  the  survivor  grew  older,  the 
quantity  of  opium  daily  administered  to  him  was  increased  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  necessities  demanded.    By  the  time  he  had 
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reached  the  age  of  seven  years,  he  was  taking,  in  divided  doees,, 
ten  grains  of  opium  daily.  The  grandmother  then  desperately 
determined  to  break  him  of  the  habit,  by  gradually  reducing  the 
quantity.  By  the  time  the  boy's  tenth  year  was  reached,  she  had 
succeeded  in  reducing  the  amount  to  one  grain  daily,  taken  at 
bed  time.  At  this  time,  the  boy  was  admitted  to  the  Institutioi* 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children  in  Syracuse.  He  was  of  the  idio- 
imbecile  grade,  and  had  been  subject  to  epilepsy  which  first 
developed  when  five  years  of  age,  during  an  attack  of  pneumonia. 
For  the  full  report  of  this  case  and  my  deductions  therefrom, 
you  are  referred  to  the  "  Proceedings ''  of  the  association  for  the 
year  1885.  That  report,  I  have  reason  to  know,  elicited  some  in- 
terest professionally  outside  of  our  association  meeting.  I  have 
therefore  decided  to  report  two  more  eases,  somewhat  similar, 
which  have  come  under  my  observation  within  the  past  year. 

The  first  case  was  that  of  a  young  man,  E.  W.  B.,  who  was 
indicted  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  for  forgery  in  the  second  degree,  hav- 
ing  signed  his  father's  name  to  the  back  of  a  note  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  dollars,  for  a  team  of  horses  that  he  purchased. 
This  young  man  was  placed  on  trial,  during  the  course  of  which 
the  question  of  his  competency  was  raised,  and  I  was  sent  for 
to  make  an  examination  into  his  mental  capacity.  The  first 
thing  I  learned  concerning  him  was  that  his  mother  had  been 
a  morphine  habitu^,  and  very  soon  after  his  birth  she  began  ad- 
ministering the  drug  to  him.  This  she  continued  to  do  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  The 
father  then  determined,  as  the  story  was  told,  to  rid  the  boy  of 
the  habit.  In  this,  after  a  week's  desperate  struggle  with  the 
boy  he  was  successful.  As  the  mother  was  always  the  one  who 
^ve  the  boy  his  "  dose,"  and  the  father  was  now  helpless  and 
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paralyzed,  there  was  no  one  who  could  tell  me  anything  regard- 
ing the  daily  quantity  the  lad  was  taking  at  the  time  of  the 
mother's  death. 

Upon  examination,  I  found  the  young  man  possessed  with, 
considerable  intelligence;  he  could  read,  spell,  and  write  quite 
well  and  wa®  able  to  tell  me,  after  a  little  thought,  that  the  dif- 
ference between  eighty-three  and  one  hundred  was  seventeen. 
His  gait  was  awkward  and  shuffling,  like  that  of  most  imbeciles,, 
his  facial  expression  indicated  mental  weakness,  and  in  his  man- 
ner there  was  a  degree  of  shyness  and  indifference.  He  told 
me  that  the  boys  teased  him  when  he  went  to  school,  made  fun 
of  him  and  called  him  names,  that  even  since  he  had  grown  to 
manhood  the  boys  on  the  street  had  hooted  at  him  and  called  him 
names.  He  had  been  willing  to  work  at  less  wages  than  other 
men  received,  at  fifty  cents  a  day  or  whatever  he  could  get.  His 
friends  told  me  that  he  had  no  companions,  and  when  he  was 
not  at  work,  he  would  stay  about  his  father's  house,  "  sitting 
around."  He  was  seldom  inclined  to  go  out  wpon  the  street  un- 
leen  some  friends  would  suggest  his  going  along  for  comimny. 

The  evidence  in  the  course  of  the  trial  made  it  appear  quite 
probable  that  the  party  who  sold  the  horses  to  the  young  man 
engineered  the  whole  transaction,  that  is,  urged  the  purchase, 
drew  up  the  note  and  suggested  the  father's  indorsement.  This 
indorsement  was  written  well  and  straight  across  the  back  of 
the  note,  and  the  party  who  sold  the  horses  knew  at  the  time  of 
the  transaction  that  the  young  man's  father  was  blind  and 
helpless. 

In  spite  of  my  evidence  in  this  case,  that  I  believed  it  im- 
possible  for  a  person  to  whom  a  drug  so  powerful  as  morphine 
had  been  daily  administered  during  the  first  thirteen  years  of 
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life  to  grow  up  with  a  brain  unimpaired;  that  the  defendant  was 
below  normal  in  intelligence;  that  he  was  weak-minded,  and 
unable  to  fully  comprehend  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  act 
he  had  committed;  the  jury  nevertheless  brought  in  a  verdict 
of  guilty,  and  the  fellow  received  a  sentence  of  three  months  in 
the  penitentiary.  While  I  was  unable  to  impress  the  jury  that 
the  young  man  was  feeble-minded  and  irresponsible,  I  think  I 
did,  however,  impress  the  judge  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  cause 
the  light  sentence  imposed.  The  district  attorney  also  told  me 
that,  while  he  did  not  agree  with  my  conclusions  during  the 
course  of  the  trial,  he  becanie  convinced  from  further  observa- 
tion after  the  trial  was  over,  that  my  opinion  and  estimate  of 
the  fellow's  mental  capacity  were  right. 

!My  third  case  was  that  of  a  boy,  C.  W.  R.,  past  eleven  years  of 
age,  who  was  recently  admitted  to  the  Syracuse  State  Institu- 
tion. This  boy  was  the  surviving  one  of  four  children,  the  other 
three  having  all  died  in  infancy.  The  application  paper  stated 
that  the  boy  had  attended  school  for  three  or  four  years;  that 
he  had  learned  to  read  words  of  two  or  three  letters,  and  to 
count  to  fourteen;  that  he  could  not  remember  what  was  taught 
him,  and  he  did  not  advance;  that  he  was  restless  and  liked 
excitement;  that  his  father  was  intemperate  and  his  mother  a 
morphine  habitu^;  and  that  she  had  for  several  years  adminis- 
tered morphine  to  the  boy. 

I'pon  the  boy's  admission  to  the  institution,  I  found  he  was 
much  more  intelligent  than  he  had  been  described  in  the  appli- 
cation. He  was  able  to  answer  ordinary  questions  and  to  ask 
some  very  sensible  ones  for  a  boy  of  his  age.  He  acknowledged 
the  morphine  habit  and  said  his  mother  had  given  the  drug  to 
Jnm  for  as  long  a  time  as  he  could  remember.     He  said  he  hated 
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'^  the  stuff  "  and  wished  he  copld  be  cured  of  the  habit,  but  was 
afraid  he  would  die  if  he  had  to  go  without  it.  He  was  rather 
pale,  thin  in  flesh,  nervous  in  manner,  and  was  very  near-sighted^ 
for  which  he  wore  glasses.  His  hair  wa«  auburn  and  his  head  of 
an  irregular  shape,  and  this  feature  was  quite  apparent.  He 
brought  with  him  two  morphine  powders  which  his  mother  had 
given  him  before  leaving  home,  and  said  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
taking  one  such  powder  morning  and  evening  every  day.  We 
took  the  two  powders,  weighed  them  and  found  their  weight 
to  be  just  three  grains.  The  boy  was  therefore  taking  one  and 
one-half  grains  of  the  drug  twice  daily.  During  the  first  week 
or  ten  days  after  his  admission  he  was  nervous,  restless,  slept 
poorly,  was  depressed  and  had  a  very  poor  appetite.  He  was. 
given  one-quarter  of  a  grain  of  morphine  about  twelve  o'clock 
the  second  night  after  admission,  and  the  same  amount  the  fol- 
lowing night.  That  was  all  we  found  necessary  to  give  him. 
At  the  end  of  a  week  or  ten  days  his  appetite  was  improved,  he 
began  to  sleep  better,  became  more  cheerful,  and  by  the  end  of 
from  two  to  three  weeks  had  lost  all  desire  for  the  drug.  He 
then  gained  rapidly  in  weight,  his  cheeks  became  full  and  rosy, 
and  he  soon  presented  an  altogether  improved  physical  appear- 
ance. 

A  few  weeks  after  his  admission,  I  wrote  to  a  physician  in  the 
town  where  the  boy's  parents  resided,  who  was  largely  instru- 
mental  in  having  the  boy  sent  to  the  institution,  and  asked  him 
for  a  history  of  the  boy  and  of  his  acquirement  of  the  morphine 
habit.  His  reply  was  in  substance  as  follows:  The  boy's  father 
is  American  born,  of  good  families  of  temperate  habits  and  in- 
dustrious people,  but  he,  the  boy's  father,  became  intemperate 
when  a  young  man  and  so  continues  up  to  the  present  time.    He^ 
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is  now  42  years  of  age,  and  waa  therefore  about  30  when  the 
boy  was  born.  The  boy's  maternal  grandfather  was  a  fairly 
intelligent  man  and  lived  to  be  quite  old,  but  was  always  in- 
temperate. His  maternal  grandmother  was  a  morphine  habitu^ 
during  the  last  twenty-five  years  of  her  life.  His  mother  states 
that  she  had  a  severe  illness  when  about  13  years  of  age  from 
what  she  calls  a  "  fever  sore,"  but  which  was  probably  a  necrosis 
of  the  tibia.  This  illness  lasted  for  over  a  year,  and,  during  it, 
the  doctor  gave  her  considerable  morphine,  and  it  was  then  that 
she  acquired  the  habit.  She  was  about  26  years  of  age  when 
this  son  was  born  and  had  accordingly  been  an  "  habitu6  "  for 
about  thirteen  years,  and  at  that  time,  if  her  statement  can  be 
relied  on,  was  taking  about  thirty  grains  a  week.  She  also 
stated  that  the  physician  who  attended  her  when  the  boy  was 
born  knew  of  her  "  habit,"  that  she  was  unable  to  nurse  the 
child,  that  he  was  very  restless,  was  so  troublesome,  worried  and 
cried  so  much  that  they  (meaning  the  doctor  and  herself)  de- 
cided to  give  him  a  little  morphine  solution.  The  effect  was  as 
happy  as  it  was  magical.  The  drug  was  continued,  as  occasions 
required,  and  the  habit  was  on  from  birth.  At  the  present  time 
the  mother,  according  to  her  own  statement,  is  taking  a  bottle 
(one  dram)  every  ten  days  or  six  grains  daily,  and  before  the 
boy  left  home  they  were  taking  between  them  one  dram  a  week. 
I'nder  that  proportion,  the  boy  was  taking  eighteen  grains  a 
week,  which  practically  agrees  with  the  quantity  contained  in 
the  two  powders,  heretofore  mentioned,  which  the  boy  had  in 
his  possession  when  admitted  to  the  institution,  that  is,  three 
grains  or  a  day  s  supply.  The  physician  who  obtained  this  in- 
formation for  me  further  stated  that  another  child  was  born 
"  1  the  same  family  about  ten  years  ago.    The  child  was  of  deli- 
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cate  constitution  and  had  a  peculiar  shaped  head.  The  doctor 
«ajs,  "  I  do  not  know  whether  the  mother  gave  this  child  opiates 
or  not,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe*  she  did.  The  child  died 
when  about  a  year  old  from  convulsions." 

In  presenting  these  cases  the  question  again  occurs  whether 
or  not  a  child  born  to  a  mother  who  is  an  opium  habitu^  has  the 
habit  also  entailed  upon  him  at  birth?  It  would  seem  ifi  these 
cases  as  if  such  were  the  fact.  Illustrative  cases  are  not  abund- 
ant for  two  reasons:  first,  women  subject  to  the  opium  habit 
are  not  prolific  and  are  quite  apt  to  be  sterile,  and  again  if  such 
a  mother  should  nurse  her  child,  he  would  probably  obtain  the 
drug  effects  through  her  milk,  sufficient  to  meet  his  wants. 
Then,  again,  in  case  the  mother  was  not  able  to  nurse  her  child, 
it  is  not  every  mother  who  would  immediately  administer  the 
drug  at  birth  in  case  of  great  restlessness  or  upon  the  persistent 
**  screeching  and  jerking  "  of  the  infant.  The  mother  or  nurse 
might  endure  such  conditions  for  a  few  days,  and  the  child's 
Jiabit  would  consequently  be  "  cured  "  at  the  outstart.  Our  ex- 
perience has  been  that  the  "  habit "  in  children  or  at  least  in 
those  of  the  feeble-minded  class  is  not  difficult  to  cure,  for  in 
neither  of  the  cases  described  did  the  mental  agony  and  intense 
suffering  as  commonly  observed  in  normal  adults  supervene  upon 
the  withdrawal  of  the  drug. 


Appendix  B. 


Albany,  September  8,  1900. 
To  the  State  Board  of  Health: 

An  inquiry  was  made  today  by  Drs.  S.  Oase  Jones  and  Freder- 
ick W.  Smith,  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  my- 
self, into  the  unusual  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  State 
Institution  for  Feeble-Minded  Children  at  Syracuse  since  the 
middle  of  August. 

The  cases  occurred  within  three  weeks,  almost  daily  save  for 
a  break  of  six  days,  and  they  were  dietributed,  with  certain  ex- 
ceptions, generally  through  the  institution.  August  14th  the  first 
case  occurred,  a  boy  who  had  been  for  a  month  at  the  farm,  some 
distance  away  in  the  country;  August  15th  the  resident  physician 
who  has  been  here  since  July  let  was  taken;  on  the  20th  a  boy 
inmate  residing  in  the  main  building;  21et,  a  boy  residing  in  a 
detached  building  known  ba  the  farmhouse;  23d,  two  girls,  main 
building;  24th  and  25th,  two  boys,  north  wing  of  main  building 
and  a  girl  in  another  wing  of  main  building.  Then  with  a  break 
of  a  week  there  were  on  the  3l8t,  September  iBt,  3d  and  4th  fire 
cases,  one  a  girl,  two  boys  in  the  main  building  and  two  boys  in 
the  farmhouse. 

This  main  building  consists  of  wings  connected  to  a  central 
adminifitratiTe  building  by  corridors  and  the  farmhouse  is  on 
the  grounds  apart  from  it;  there  is  also  a  detached  house  known 
as  the  girls'  building  in  which  no  cases  devel(^[>ed.  The  inmates 
now  number  500,  about  75  being  absent  on  vacation;  their  ages 
are  from  10  to  23.  They  are  divided  into  classes  residing  in  the 
Tarioas  wings  and  buildings,  with  one  common  dining-room. 
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In  1892  there  was  a  senious  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  here 
(72  caaes),  which  wa«  investigated  by  this  Board;  for  two  years 
before  there  had  likewise  been  a  number  of  cases  (20  in  1801). 
Since  then  each  year  there  have  been  four  or  five  cases  each 
year. 

Prior  to  about  1895  the  water  supply  was  fromi  a  private  source; 
since  the  Skaneateles  lake  supply  was  introduced  for  the  city  it 
has  been  used  by  the  institution.  The  old  supply  was  condemned 
as  probably  contributing  to  the  excessive  prevalence  of  typhoid 
fever  in  1891-2.  There  are  cisterns^  long  ago  built,  which  are 
used  mainly  for  the  laundry.  There  is  but  one  pump  for  ciritem 
water,  in  a  washroom  of  the  main  building,  but  Dr.  Cairson, 
sui>erintendent,  is  confident  that  it  is  never  used  to  drink,  and 
the  only  class  who  use  this  washroom  has  escaped  having  the 
disease.  The  possibility  of  infecting  old  easterns  from  typhoid 
infected  soil  or  fix)m  leaking  drains  is  little  less  than  that  of  a 
well,  and  the  water  from  these  cisterns  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
for  drinking,  although  new  iron  drains  have  generally  taken  the 
place  of  the  imperfect  ones  found  in  1892,  and  the  hospital  dis- 
charges are  disinfected  and  emptied  into  the  water-closets  and 
not  buried  about  the  grounds. 

Ice  for  the  institution  this  year  has  been  cut  from  an  old  city 
reservoir  not  now  in  use,  but  receiving  water  which  flows  from 
the  fonner  sourse  of  supply  of  the  institution,  the  Onondaga  Hill 
reservoir;  also  water  fi'om  certain  brooks^  one  of  which  is  re- 
ported to  have  had  last  year  caacs  of  typhoid  fever  on  its  water- 
shed. The  inmates  do  not  get  ice  water,  but  they  have  followed 
the  delivery  cart  and  eaten  pieces  of  it  especially  during  the  hot 
weather  of  early  August.  Coming  under  suspicion  the  ice  was 
stopped  save  for  cooling  purposesi  and  following  this  new  cases 
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ceased  to  develop;  also  among  certain  low  grade  inmates  who 
never  had  ice  in  any  way  there  have  been  no  cases.  Though  the 
evidence  is  not  entirely  satisfactory,  there  is  some  reasoii  for 
attributing  the  excessive  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  now  to  this 
source,  especially  as  the  ice  was  cut  from  water  heretofore  found 
infected.  We  have  provided  for  a  bacteriological  analysis  of  this 
water. 

The  water  supply  of  the  institution  is  that  of  the  city  of  Syra- 
cuse, from  Skaneateles  lake,  introduced  about  1895.  The  deaths 
reported  from  Syracuse  for  the  ten  years,  1890-9,  have  been  for 
each  year  in  succession:  29,  44,  30,  29,  41,  29,  30,  21,  45,  26,  or 
about  the  rate  of  35  deaths  yearly  per  100,000  for  the  first  five 
years  and  30  for  the  last  five  years.  If  these  30  deaths  a  year 
since  1805  represent  a  typhoid  morbidity  of  300  cases  a  year,  that 
of  the  institution  may  be  said  to  have  been  proportionately  over 
400  under  average  conditions,  though  deductions  for  the  small 
figures  of  two  or  three  cases  a  year  are  not  to  be  taken  without 
allowance.  It  would  seem  nevertheless  that  the  normal  typhoid 
morbidity  of  the  institution  is  larger  than  that  of  the  city.  The 
reasons  for  it  are  not  clear,  but  should  be  looked  for  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  water  and  ice  supplies  and  the  general  care  of  the 
sick.  It  must  be  local  in  origin;  that  is,  the  cases  can,  few  if 
any  of  i;hem,  be  traced  to  importation.  We  need  not  say  that  the 
phenomena  exclude  the  possibility  of  its  originating  from  the 
milk  supply, 

JCespectfnlly, 

F.  C.  CUBTIS. 


Appendix  C. 

In  memory  of  our  honored  friend  and  associate,  the  late  John 
Wesley  Yale,  we,  the  managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children,  at  this  special  meeting  on  June  27, 
1900,  desire  to  pay  our  tribute  of  affection  and  respect  to  his 
high  character,  his  sterling  virtues  and  his  public  spirit  that 
have  made  him  an  honor  to  his  city  and  his  State  and  a  worthy 

son  of  his  country. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  we  express  to  his  family  our  sfinoere 
sympathy  in  their  sorrow,  and  our  deep  feeling  of  personal  loss 
in  the  death  of  a  man  who  by  hie  kindliness  endeared  himself  to 
his  fellows,  by  his  integrity  made  himself  respected  in  the  com- 
munity, and  in  the  adminiatration  of  this  public  charity,  gave  in- 
valuable assistance  for  many  years  by  his  counsel  and  labors^ 
and  with  energy  and  dignity  vindicated  the  honor  of  the  Institu- 
tion. 

His  services  were  recognized  by  a  reappointment  as  manager 
in  February,  1900. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  as  a  mark  of  esteem  and  respect  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased 
and  appended  to  our  annual  report. 
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FOR  THE  YEAR  1899. 


PART  I. 


TBANSMITTBD,  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  JANUARY  8,  1900. 


ALBANY: 
JAMES  p.  LYON,  STATE  PRINTER, 


MANAGERS. 


The  Rt.  Rev.  FBEDEBICK  D.  HUNTINGTON, 

S.  T.  D.,  LL.  D.,  D.  O.  L. 

Col.  JOHN  W.  YALE.  Mai.  ALVA  W.  PALMER. 

Col.  JOHN  T.  MOTT.  Mrs.  C.  E.  CROUSE.    . 

LEWIS  P.  WEAVER,  M.  D.       WILBER  S.  PECK,  Esq. 

Hon.  WALTER  W.  CHENEY, 


Bx  OAeto  Manaser. 

Hon.  CHABLES  B.  SKINNER,  Snpt.  of  Public  Instruction. 


Permaneiat  Cbalrman. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  FREDERICK  D.  HUNTINGTON, 

S,  T.  D.,  LL.  D.,  D.  C.  L. 


Mrs.  CHARLES  E.  CROUSE. 


ALFRED  WILKINSON. 


SSzeentlve  Comiolttee. 

Col.  JOHN  W.  YALE.  Maj.  ALVA  W.  PALMER, 

WILDER  8.  PECK,  Esq. 


OFFICERS. 


BupcriAtcndcAt. 

JAMES  C.  CABSON,  H.  D. 

MfttroA. 

Miss  ALVIBA  E.  WOOD. 


JOHN  L.  BABNETT. 
JULIA  ST.  J.  WYGANT,  M.  D. 

AaaiatABt  MAtroiaa. 

Miss  LOUISE  C.  RICHARDS.    Mrs.  A.  W.  LOSKY. 

Housekeeper. 

Miss  ALICE  M.  PALMER. 

Teacbera. 

Mrs.  EMILY  P.  WILBUR.  Miss  CORNELIA  E.  DEUEL. 

Miss  SARAH  P.  YOUNG.  Miss  FLORENCE  M.  STAGEY. 

Mrs.  M.  ELIZABETH  COOK.  Miss  MABY  E.  GAPPEY. 

Mrs.  OLIVE  M.  SAWTELLE.  Miss  LOTTIE  M.  HOWE. 

Miss  MABY  P.  COZZENS.  Miss  GRACE  M.  OBAIG. 

Clerk. 

WILLIAM  J.  HALLWORTH. 
storekeeper. 

NOBELL  B.  SMITH, 


State  of  New  York. 


No.  9 


IN  ASSEMBLY 


January  3, 1900. 


FORTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THB 


Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 

Minded  Children. 


To  the  Legialoiture  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Agreeable  to  the  provigion»  of  the  act  establighing  this  in- 
stitution, the  undersigned  managers  respectfully  submit  this 
their  forty-ninth  annual  report: 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Receipts   from   State  appropriation   during  fiscal 

year 182,000  00 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. . .  9,308  00 
Receipts  from  pay  cases,  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 1,961  80 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 59  (55 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 430  61 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 34  04 


* 
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Receipts  from  miscellaneons  sourcee 1150  37 

Receipts  from  Comptroller — chapter  580,  Laws  of 

1899 3,164  10 

Total i 197,108  57 

g=  I  t 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  account  of  maintenance $91,715  59 

Paid  overdraft  at  bank,  October  1,  1898 197  57 

Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  572,  Laws  of  1899.  4,197  13 

Balance  in  bank,  October  1, 1899 998  28 

Total 197,108  67 


CLASSIFIED  SUMMARY  OP  EXPENDITURES. 

On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Peeble-Minded  Children  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1899: 

Salaries  of  oflScers  and  teachers |12,634  87 

Wages  and  labor 21,010  64 

Expenses  of  oflScers  and  managers 128  98 

Provisions 22,742  46 

Household  stores , 4,119  35 

Clothing 8,350  51 

Fuel  and  lights 9,528  83 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 965  14 

Shop,  farm  and  garden ,  5,804  48 

Ordinary  repairs • 2,445  38 

Transportation  of  inmates 33  45 

MiBcellaneona 3,951  50 

Total 191,715  59 
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ASSETS  SEPTEMBER  30, 1899. 

Balance  in  cash 1998  28 

Due  from  individuals  for  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 1,005  00 

Due  from  counties  for  clothing 1,440  00 

Due  from  other  sources — balance  of  unexpended  ap- 
propriation          2,500  00 

Total  assets f  5,943  28 


The  above  statements  present,  in  tabular  form,  the  financial 
operations  of  the  institution  for  the  year,  the  classified  summary 
of  expenditures  being  that  adopted  by  the  Comptroller  in  the 
monthly  estimates  submitted  for  his  approval.  By  chapter  580, 
Laws  of  1899,  all  moneys  received  by  the  institution  after  May  12, 
1899,  from  whatever  sources,  are  required  to  be  sent  monthly  to 
the  Comptroller;  and,  again,  by  chapter  572,  an  amount  to  the 
extent  of  |16,000  of  such  moneys  thus  received  by  the  Comptrol- 
ler was  appropriated  for  maintenance.  The  difference  between 
the  amount  returned  under  the  table  of  disbursements,  f  4,197. 13, 
and  that  under  the  table  of  resources,  f3,164.10,  represents  the 
receipts  of  the  institution  from  various  sources  for  the  month 
of  September.  After  deducting  the  amount  returned  to  the 
Comptroller  under  the  law  quoted,  |4,197.13,  the  overdraft  at 
the  bank  October  1,  1898,  |197.57,  and  the  balance  in  bank  Octo- 
ber 1,  1899,  of  1998.28,  the  actual  expenditures  for  maintenance 
were  |91,715.59,  as  shown  under  the  classified  summary  presented. 
It  appears  from  this  showing  that  the  total  expenditures  for  the 
year  were,  in  round  numbers,  f3,000  less  than  for  the  year  pre- 
vious.   In  face  of  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  supplies  and  materials 
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was  generally  higher  throughont  the  3'ear,  we  regard  the  exhibit 
a  creditable  one  an<}  one  indicating  careful  and  economic  manage- 
ment in  administration.  This  increase  in  expenditures  is  further 
reflected  in  the  average  weekly  cost  of  support,  fS.ll,  as  against 
13.22  for  1898. 

The  sum  appropriated  for  maintenance  last  year  was  |80,000, 
and  a  further  sum  of  an  unexpended  appropriation  of  the  previous 
year  of  |4,500  was  reappropriated.  Of  this  amount,  J82,000  was 
drawn  from  the  State  treasury,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance 
of  |2,500  which,  together  with  the  regular  appropriation  of  |80,- 
000,  makes  available  for  maintenance  this  year  the  sum  of  {82,500. 
Believing  that  the  full  amount  appropriated  will  be  required  this 
year,  and  owing  to  the  general  advance  in  all  domestic  commodi- 
ties and  manufactured  materials  which  has  taken  place  within 
the  last  year,  the  managers  decided,  at  their  annual  meeting,  to 
ask  an  increase  to  |85,000  for  the  maintenance  allowance  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  balance  of  the  special  appropriation  "  for  new  floors  and 
steel  ceilings  "  unexpended  last  year  was  used  in  laying  tile  floors 
in  the  bakery  and  the  boys'  building  kitchen.  These  floors  were 
laid  in  the  fall  of  1898,  and,  in  the  summer  of  this  year,  after 
the  cloee  of  school,  a  steel  ceiling  was  put  on  the  center  school- 
room in  the  main  building. 

Special  appropriations  granted  this  year  were  one  of  {1,150 
for  constructing  an  underground  conduit  for  steam  and  other 
pipes  between  the  main  building  and  the  superintendent's  resi- 
dence, and  another  of  {2,500  for  repairs  and  improvements  to 
the  farm  house.  The  work  upon  the  conduit  was  undertaken 
during  the  summer  months  when  steam  was  unnecessary.  The 
work  was  completed,  the  pipes  replaced  and  recovered  within  the 
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amount  of  the  appropriation  and  a  balance  of  a  few  dollars  left 
unexpended.  The  improvements  at  the  farm  house  were  also 
begun  in  the  early  summer,  and,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  were 
still  in  progress.  A  description  of  these  improvements  will  be 
reserved  until  next  year  when  all  will  be  completed.  It  is,  how- 
ever, safe  to  say  that  the  sum  appropriated  will  prove  ample 
for  the  purposes  intended  and  that  this  building  will  be  greatly 
improved  in  appearance,  convenience  and  comfort. 

The  managers  have  decided  to  ask  a  special  appropriation  this 
year  of  |1,000  for  new  floors  and  steel  ceilings  in  various  parts 
of  the  buildings;  another  of  as  yet  an  undetermined  amount  for 
providing  the  institution  with  shower  bath  apparatus.  At  the 
present  writing,  the  State  Architect  has  the  matter  of  making 
an  estimate  and  plans  for  the  apparatus  under  consideration, 
which  we  hope  will  be  forthcoming  in  time  for  presentation  to 
the  Legislature.  The  merits  of  this  system  of  baths  for  a  large 
institution  have  been  so  generally  approved  within  recent  years 
that  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  your  honorable  body  will  read- 
ily grant  a  reasonably  suflBcient  appropriation  for  the  purpose. 

Your  attention  is  again  called  to  the  need  of  further  provision 
for  the  feeble-minded  class.  This  institution  was  organized 
nearly  fifty  years  ago  on  an  educational  basis.  Such  has  its  char- 
acter continued  up  to  the  present  time,  and  it  is  important  that 
some  institution  should  be  maintained  in  the  State  to  meet  the 
demands  for  the  training  and  education  of  the  teachable  feeble- 
minded. We  believe  that  this  institution  would  fully  meet  such 
demands  upon  it  if  it  eould  be  relieved  annually  of  a  certain 
accumulation  of  those  who  prove  unteachable,  of  those  who  after 
a  few  years  prove  not  further  teachable,  and  of  those  who  grow 
out  of  the  school  and  pass  the  school  age.    At  the  present  time, 
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there  are  fully  one  hundred  and  fifty  such  inmates  in  the  institu- 
tion, who  stand  in  the  way  of  and  seriously  hamper  its  legitimate 
purposes.  The  attention  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  has  been 
called  to  this  condition  of  things  and  we  believe  they  will  give 
their  strong  support  towards  obtaining,  in  some  suitable  manner, 
prompt  and  efficient  means  of  relief  either  at  the  custodial  asy- 
lums or  elsewhere.  We  have  great  confidence  in  their  wisdom 
concerning  this  matter,  and  we  hope  their  recommendations  will 
meet  with  a  ready  response  and  the  generous  aid  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

F.  D.  HUNTINGTON, 

Perma/nerU  Chairman. 
J.  W.  YALE, 
W.  S.  PECK, 
ALTA  PEASE-CB0U8E, 
W.  W.  CHENEY, 
ALVA  W.  PALMER, 
JOHN  T.  MOTT, 
LEWIS  F.  WEAVER. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer. 


Alfred  Wilkinson,  treaaurer  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Peeble-Minded  Children,  in  current  account  with  the  State 
of  New  York,  for  cash  received  and  expended  for  the  general 
supplies  and  salaries  and  wages  of  officers,  teachers,  attendants 
and  employes  of  said  institution,  etc.,  during  the  year  ending 
September  30, 1899: 

BESOURCES  FOB  THE  YBAB. 

State  appropriation  for  maintenance f  82,000  00 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils 9,308  00 

Beceipts  from  pay   cases,   board,  instruction   and 

clothing 1,961  80 

Beceipts  from  sale  of  production  of  shop 59  66 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 430  61 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 34  04 

Receipts  from  miscellaneous  sources 139  80 

Receipts  from  cash  refunded % . . .  10  57 

Receipts  from  Comptroller,  chapter  580,  Laws  of 

1899 3,164  10 

Total f97,108  57 

i  I    I 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
Warrants   of   executive  committee  for  month   of 

October,  1898 •       17,674  04 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for  month  of 

November,  1898 : 7,923  84 
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Warrants   of   executive   committee    for  month    of 

December,  1898 |8,543  08 

Warrants   of   executive  committee   for  month   of 

January,  1899 7,600  91 

Warrants   of   executive    committee   for   month    of 

February,  1899 7,446  69 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for  month   of 

March,  1899 8,678  85 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for  month   of 

April,  1899 7,473  34 

Warrants    of   executive   committee   for  month   of 

May,  1899 7,586  80 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for  month   of 

June,  1899 8,010  33 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for  month    of 

July,  1899 7,759  05 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for  month    of 

August,  1899 6,066  50 

Warrants   of    executive    committee   for   month    of 

September,  1899 6,952  66 

191,715  59 
Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  580,  Laws  of  1899 .         4,197  13 

Paid  overdraft  at  bank  October  1,  1898 197  57 

Balance  in  bank  October  1, 1899 998  28 

Total 197,108  57 


There  was  received  and  expended  under  special  appropriations, 
chapter  606,  Laws  of  1898,  and  chapter  569,  Laws  of  1899,  as 
f oUowfi : 
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Appropriation  for  new  floors  and  steel  ceilings,  chap- 
ter 606,  Laws  of  1898,  caflh  received  from  CJomp- 
troller  November  1,  1898 |313  20 

Vouchers  paid  aggregating 313  20 

Appropriation  for  underground  tunnel  for  pipes, 
chapter  606,  Laws  of  1898,  cash  received  from 
Comptroller  November  1, 1898 |41  53 

Voucher  paid 41  63 

Appropriation  for  conduit  and  pipe  covering,  chapter 
569,  Laws  of  1899,  cash  received  from  Comptroller 
August  26  and  September  27,  1899 |1,138  90 

Vouchers  paid  aggregating 1,1^8  90 

Appropriation  for  farm-house  improvements,  chapter 
569,  Laws  of  1899,  cash  received  from  Comptroller 
August  9,  17  and  18,  1899 |1,958  50 

Vouchers  paid  aggregating 1,958  50 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30, 1899 : 
New  floors  and  steel  ceilings,  chapter  606,  Laws  of 

1898 1313  20 

Underground  tunnel,  chapter  606,  Laws  of  1898. ...  41  53 

Conduit  and  steam  pipe  covering,  chapter  569,  Laws 

of  1899 1,138  90 

Farm-house  improvements,   chapter  569,  Laws  of 

1899 1,958  50 

Total f3,462  13 


•«■ 


Report  of  the  Superintendent. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feehle-Minded 
Chdldren: 
GbntltBmbn. — ^In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
and  your  board,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  exhib- 
iting statistics  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing September  30, 1899 : 

MOVEMENT  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

Boys.       Girls.     Total. 

Present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 246  265  511 

Absent  on  vacation 14  15  29 

Since  admitted 32  13  45 

Readmitted 2     2 

Total  for  the  year 294      293      587 

Discharged 22  29  51 

Died 1  3  4 

Present  at  the  close  of  year 250  249  499 

Absent  on  vacation 21  12  33 

Total  on  the  rolls 271  261  532 

Average  daily  attendance 252  262  514 

Total  number  of  weeks'  board  furnished  to  the 
pupils 26,801 
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Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses,  except  clothing f  83,365  09 

Cost  of  clothing 8,350  50 

Total  cost 191,715  59 

Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruc- 
tion of  pupils |3  11 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing 3  42 

The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during 
the  year: 

Spinal  tuberculosis 1 

Amytrophic  lateral  sclerosis 1 

Typhoid  fever 1 

Acute  gastritis 1 

Total  deaths 4 


HOSPITAL  RECORD  OP  DISEASES  TREATED. 

Abscess 7 

Acne 1 

Bronchitis,  acute 1 

Blepharitis 1 

Conjunctivitis ^ 

Croup 1 

Ooryza 6 

Debility 4 

Diarrhoea 3 

Diphtheria  • .  * * * ******  1 
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Dysmenarrlioea 5 

Eczema 2 

Epilepsy 1 

Entepo  Colitis 1 

Fever,  ephemeral 5 

Felon 1 

Fractures 2 

Furuncle 3 

Gafltritis 1 

Goitre,  exophthalmic 1 

Heart  disease. 2 

Influenza 1 

Ingrowing  toe-nail 1 

Lithaemia 5 

Malaria i 1 

Melancholia,  acute 1 

Mumps 86 

Menorrhagia 1 

Neuralgia 2 

Otorrhoea '. 5 

Paralysis r 1 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 1 

Paronychia 7 

Pneumonia 5 

Ringworm 9 

Renal  colic 1 

Rheumatism *       1 

Spinal  sclerosis  1 

Spinal  tuberculosis 1 

Bpinal  irritation , ,  1 
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Stomatitis 
Tonsillitis 
Tumor  . . . 


Typhoid  fever. 
Ulcers  of  leg. . 
Varicella  .. .. . 
Wounds 


Teeth  extracted 


5 
1 
3 
2 
6 
1 
70 


The  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pupils  by  coun- 
ties for  the  year: 


Albany  .. 
Allegany 


Broome 


Cattaraugus 

Cayuga  

Chautauqua 
Chemung  . . 
Chenango  . . 
Clinton  . .  • . 


Columbia 
Cortland 
Delaware 
Dutchess 
Erie  .... 
Essex  . . . 
Franklin  . 
Fulton  .. 
Genesee  . 
Greene  . . 


0, 18B8. 

Admitted. 

Disoharged. 

Sem«lnbis 
Sept.  30, 18M 

14 

1 

1 

14 

4 

2 

1 

6 

9 

.... 

.... 

9 

6 

.... 

.... 

6 

8 

1 

2 

7 

11 

1 

1 

11 

19 

.    •    •    a 

.... 

19 

2 

•    •    •    • 

.... 

2 

6 

• 

•    •    •    . 

,  .  .  . 

6 

8 

1 

1 

8 

2 

.... 

.... 

2 

2 

1 

.... 

3 

6 

1 

.... 

6 

48 

6 

4 

49 

2 

.... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 
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Bemaininf; 
Sept  30, 1898. 

Herkimer 4 

Jefferson ^ 

Kings 42 

Lewis G 

Livingston 3 

Madison 11 

Monroe 24 

Montgomery 8 

Nassau 

New  York 5© 

Niagara 9 

Oneida  26 

Onondaga 34 

Ontario 8 

Orange 5 

Orleans  2 

Oswego T 

Otsego 8 

Queens 5 

Rensselaer 18 

Bichmond 3 

Rockland  1 

St.  Lawrence 5 

Saratoga 6 

Schenectady 3 

Schoharie  2 

Schuyler 2 

Seneca 3 

Steuben 7 
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Admitted. 

DiBoharged. 

Bemaining 
Sept.  30,  im 

•    •    •    • 

1 

3 

•    •    •    • 

•    •    •    • 

4 

3 

9 

36 

•  .  .  • 

2 

4 

.   •  •  • 

•      •     •      • 

3 

a     a    •     • 

1 

10 

3 

2 

25 

1 

1 

8 

1 

a     a    a     • 

1 

12 

12 

56 

•      •      •      • 

a    a    a    a 

9 

1 

a    a    a    a 

27 

2 

4 

32 

2 

1 

9 

1 

a     .    .    a 

6 

a     a    a     . 

a    •    •    a 

2 

1 

1 

7 

4 

a    .    •     a ' 

12 

•      •      •      • 

1 

4 

a    a    a    a 

18 

a    a    a    a 

3 

a    .    .    . 

1 

1 

4 

a    a    a    a 

6 

% 

a    a    a    a 

3 

a    a    a    a 

2 

a    a    a    a 

2 

a    a    a    a 

3 

•    a    .     a 
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Suffolk 

Sullivan 

Tioga  

Tompkina 

Ulster 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne  

Westchester 

Wyoming 

Yat^ 

Other  States 

Totals 
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imaliiiiie 
It  80,  im. 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

BcmaiDiBC 
Sept.  30, 1899 

2 

•       •       f       • 

•    •    •    •  > 

2 

7 

•       •       •       • 

•    •    •    • 

7 

8 

1 

1 

8 

9 

•    •    •    . 

1 

8 

11 

1 

1 

11 

3 

•    •    •    • 

•  .  •  • 

3 

4 

.... 

2 

2 

6 

.    •    •    . 

6 

14 

.    •    .    • 

14 

5 

1 

6 

2 

a     .    •    • 

2, 

1 

.... 

1 

540 

47 

55 

532 

The  matron  presents  the  following  report  of  work  done  during 
the  school  hours  by  the  sewing  classes,  one  of  boys  and  three  of 
girls,  and!  by  the  classes  at  tailoring,  hosemaking  and  shoemaking: 

BOYS^  LIST. 
Shirts ; 120 

Neckties 228 

Pillow  covers * 46 

Uandkerchiefs 821 

Towels Ill 

Work  aprons 52 

Collars 96 

Sheets 48 

Bibs o51 

Night  shirts 4 


* 


I 
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Suspenders  . .  -. 27 

Door  mats 46 

Puzzles  sawed 17 

Rollers 28 

Underwear  restitched 493 

Barber  aprons 4 

LIST  OP  BOYS'  TAILORING  CLASS. 

Suits 232 

Coats 113 

Trousers : 557 

GIRLS'  LIST. 

Sheets 107 

Dresses 684 

Drawers  (pairs) 109 

Handkerchiefs 186 

Kightgowns 138 

Aprons 78 

Dresses  made  over 41 

Undergarments  restitched 50 

Pillow  covers 44 

Skirts 20 

Table  covers 16 

Towels 175 

Wash  cloths 39 

Besides  a  large  amount  of  crocheting,  embroidery  and  other 

fancy  work. 

CLASS  AT  HOSEMAKING. 

Boys'  hose  (pairs) 620 

Girls'  hose  (pairs) 1,073 


I 
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GLASS  AT  SHOEMAKING. 

Shoes  (new  pairs) 57 

And  all  of  the  repairing. 

LIST  OF  GIRLS'  BUILDING  KIN'DEOROARTEN  CLASS. 

Bands 14 

Napkins 176 

Kindergarten  baskets,  chairs,  etc. , 200 

Wash  cloths 12 

Laundry  holders , . .  146 

Handkerchiefs 124 

Pillow  covers 43 

Sheets 24 

Extra  button  holes  . , 108 


•*- 


LIST  OF  GLASS  AT  GIRLS'  BUILDING. 

Night  dresses 105 

Ijaundry  holders 155 

Aprons 149 

Drawers 122 

Bands 130 

Towels 141 

Chemises 19 

Dresses 107 

Napkins 351 

Pillow  covers 545 

Aprons  hemstitched 13 

nandkerchiefs  hemstitched 30 

Napkins  hemstitched  31 

Pillow  covers  hemstitched , , 20 
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Warrants    of   executive   committee   for  month    of 

December,  1898 t8,543  08 

Warrants   of   executive!  committee   for  month   of 

January,  1899 7,600  91 

Warrants   of   executive    committee   for   month   of 

February,  1899 7,446  69 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

March,  1899 8,678  85 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

April,  1899 7,473  34 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for  month   of 

May,  1899 7,586  80 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for  month   of 

June,  1899 8,010  33 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for  month    of 

July,  1899 7,759  05 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

August,  1899 6,066  50 

Warrants    of    executive    committee   for   month   of 

September,  1899 6,952  66 

191,715  59 
Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  580,  Laws  of  1899 .         4,197  13 

Paid  overdraft  at  bank  October  1,  1898 197  57 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1899 998  28 

Total ?97,108  57 


There  was  received  and  expended  under  special  appropriations, 
chapter  606,  Laws  of  1898,  and  chapter  569,  Laws  of  1899,  as 
f oUowfl : 
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Appropriation  for  new  floors  and  steel  ceilings,  chap- 
ter  606,  Laws  of  1898,  caeh  received  from  Oomp- 
troller  November  1,  1898 |313  20 

Vouchers  paid  aggregating 313  20 

Appropriation  for  underground  tunnel  for  pipes, 
chapter  606,  Laws  of  1898,  cash  received  from 
Comptroller  November  1,  1898 |41  53 

Voucher  paid 41  53 

Appropriation  for  conduit  and  pipe  covering,  chapter 
569,  Laws  of  1899,  cash  received  from  Comptroller 
August  26  and  September  27,  1899 |1,138  90 

Vouchers  paid  aggregating 1,1^8  90 

Appropriation  for  farm-house  improvements,  chapter 
569,  Laws  of  1899,  cash  received  from  Comptroller 
August  9,  17  and  18,  1899. fl,958  60 

Vouchers  paid  aggregating 1,958  50 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30, 1899: 
New  floors  and  steel  ceilings,  chapter  606,  Laws  of 

1898 1313  20 

Underground  tunnel,  chapter  606,  Laws  of  1898 41  53 

Conduit  and  steam  pipe  covering,  chapter  569,  Laws 

of  1899 1,138  90 

Farm-house  improvements,  chapter  569,  Laws  of 

1899 1,958  50 

Total *3,452  13 
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Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses,  except  clothing f  83,365  09 

Cost  of  clothing 8,350  50 

Total  cost 191,715  59 

Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruc- 
tion of  pupils |3  11 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing 3  42 

The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during 
the  year: 

Spinal  tuberculosis 1 

Amytrophic  lateral  sclerosis 1 

Typhoid  fever 1 

Acute  gastritis 1 

Total  deaths 4 


HOSPITAL  BECORD  OP  DISEASES  TREATED. 

Abscess 7 

Acne 1 

Bronchitis,  acute 1 

Blepharitis 1 

Conjunctivitis * 

Group ^ 

Goryza 6 

Debility 4 

Diarrhoea 3 

Diphtheria  *  *  * •  *  *  * ******  1 


Report  of  the  Superintendent. 


To  the  Mandgera  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feehle-Minded 
Children: 
Qbnti/Bmbn. — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
and  your  board,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  exhib- 
iting statistics  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing September  30, 1899 : 

MOVEMENT  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

BojB.       Girls.     Totftl. 

Present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 246  265  511 

Absent  on  vacation 14  15  29 

Since  admitted 32  13  45            i 

Readmitted 2     2 

I 
Total  for  the  year 294      293      587  i 

■       ■  t  ■  ^^ 

Discharged 22  29  51 

Died 1  3  4 

Present  at  the  close  of  year 250  249  499 

Absent  on  vacation ; . .  21  12  33 

Total  on  the  rolls 271  261  532 

Average  daily  attendance 252  262  514 

Total   nomber  of  weeks'  board   furnished  to  the 
pnpUB 26,801 
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Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses,  except  clothing J83,365  09 

Cost  of  clothing 8,350  50 

Total  cost 191,715  59 

Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruc- 
tion of  pupils f3  11 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing 3  42 

The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during 
the  year: 

Spinal  tuberculosis 1 

Amytrophic  lateral  sclerosis 1 

Typhoid  fever 1 

Acute  gastritis 1 

Total  deaths 4 


HOSPITAL  RECORD  OP  DISEASES  TREATED. 

Abscess 7 

Acne 1 

Bronchitis,  acute 1 

Blepharitis 1 

Conjunctivitis 4 

Croup 1 

Coryza 6 

Debility 4 

Diarrhoea 3 

Diphtheria  « « « « «.«<««  1 
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Dysmenorrboea 5 

Eczema 2 

Epilepsy 1 

Entero  Colitis 1 

Fever,  ephemeral 5 

Felon 1 

Fractures 2 

Furuncle 3 

Gastritis  .♦ 1 

Goitre,  exophthalmic 1 

Heart  disease- 2 

Influenza 1 

Ingrowing  toe-nail . 1 

Lithaemia 5 

Malaria i 1 

Melancholia,  acute 1 

Mumps 86 

Menorrhagia 1 

Neuralgia 2 

Otorrhoea i 5 

Paralysis 1 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 1 

Paronychia 7 

Pneumonia 5 

Ringworm .- 9 

Renal  colic 1 

Rheumatism *       1 

Spinal  sclerosis  1 

Spinal  tuberculosis 1 

Spinal  irritation ,  1 
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Stomatitis 
Tonsillitis 
Tumor  . . . 


Typhoid  fever. 
Ulcers  of  leg. 
Varicella  .... 


Wounds 


Teeth  extracted 


5 
1 
3 
2 
6 


70 


The  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pupils  by  coun- 
ties for  the  year: 


RenudniiiR 
Sept  80, 1898. 


Albany  

Allegany  . . . 

Broome 

Cattaraugus 
Cayuga  .... . 
Chautauqua 
Chemung  .. 

Chenango  . . 

Clinton  .... 

Columbia  . . 

Ck)rtlai)d  . . . 

Delaware  . . 

Dutchess  . . . 

Erie 

Essex 

Franklin  . . . 

Fulton 

Genesee  . .  •  ■ 

Greene 


14 
i 
9 
6 
8 

,    11 
19 

2 

5 

8 

2 

2 

6 

48 

2 

2 

2 

6 

3 


Admitted.        Dlsoharged. 

1  1 


.... 


1 

1 

6 


•  •  .  • 


.  •  •  • 


.... 


1 
1 
1 


Bemainliiz 
Sept.  30, 18M. 

14 

6 

9 

6 

7 
11 
19 

2 

6 

8 

2 

3 

6 
49 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 
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Sepl.  so,  1S98. 

llerkiroep 4 

Jefferson 4 

Kings 42 

Lewis 6 

Livingston 3 

Madison 11 

Monroe 34 

Montgomery 8 

Nassau 

New  Yorli  56 

Niagara 9 

Oneida   26 

Onondaga 34 

Ontario 8 

Orange  5 

2 

r 

8 

5 

: 18 

3 

1 

ace 5 

6 

dj 3 

2 

2 

3 

7 


27 
32 
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Sept 
Suffolk   ....' 

Sullivan 

Tioga  

Tompkins 

Ulster 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne  

Westchester 

Wyoming 

Yat^ 

Other  States 

Totals 


19 


It.  SO,  vm. 

Admitted. 

DiBcharj^ed. 

BemsininK 
Sept.  80, 1890 

2 

•       •       •       • 

•  •  •  •  < 

2 

7 

•       •       •       • 

a     a    •    • 

7 

8 

1 

1 

8 

9 

•    •    •    • 

1 

8 

11 

1 

1 

11 

3 

•    •    •    • 

•     •    •     • 

3 

4 

•    •    •    • 

2 

2 

6 

•    •    •    • 

6 

14 

•    •    •    « 

14 

6 

1 

6 

2 

•    •    •    ■ 

2, 

1 

•    •    •    • 

1 

540 
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The  matron  presents  the  following  report  of  work  done  during 
the  school  hours  by  the  sewing  classes,  one  of  boys  and  three  of 
girls,  and!  by  the  classes  at  tailoring,  hosemaking  and  shoemaking: 

BOYS^  LIST. 
Shirts 120 

Neckties 228 

Pillow  covers ' 46 

LTandkerchief  s 821 

Towels Ill 

Work  aprons 52 

Collars 96 

Sheets 48 

Bibs 551 

Night  shirts 4 


« 
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Suspenders 27 

Door  mats 46 

Puzzles  sawed 17 

Rollers 28 

Underwear  restitehed 493 

Barber  aprons 4 

■     ■•     ■  ■■    1 1.  ■■■■  ■■ 

LIST  OF  BOYS'  TAILORING  CLASS. 

Suits 232 

Coats 113 

Trousers : 557 

GIRLS'  LIST. 

Sheets 107 

Dresses  684 

Drawers  (pairs) 109 

Handkerchiefs 186 

Nightgowns 138 

Aprons 78 

Dresses  made  over 41 

l/ndergarments  restitehed 50 

Pillow  covers 44 

Skirts 20 

Table  covers 16 

Towels 175 

Wash  cloths 39 


Besides  a  large  amount  of  crocheting,  embroidery  and  other 

fancy  work. 

CLASS  AT  H0SE5MAKINQ. 

Boys'  hose  (pairs) 620 

'^irls'  hose  (pairs) 1,073 
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I 

OliASS  AT  HBOBM  AKINQ. 

Shoes  (new  pairs) 57 

And  all  of  the  repairing. 

LIST  OF  GIRLS'  BUILDING  KINDEItGABTEN  CLASS. 

Bands 14 

Napkins 176 

Kindergarten  baskets,  chairs,  etc. ., 200 

Wash  cloths 12 

Laundry  holders 146 

Handkerchiefs 124 

Pillow  covers 43 

Sheets 24 

Extra  button  holes  . , 108 


-*- 


LIST  OF  GLASS  AT  GIRLS'  BUILDING. 

Night  dresses 105 

Laundry  holders 155 

Aprons 149 

Drawers 122 

Bands 130 

Towels 141 

Chemises 19 

Dresses 107 

Napkins 351 

Pillow  covers 545 

Aprons  hemstitched 13 

Handkerchiefs  hemstitched 30 

Napkins  hemstitched  31 

Pillow  covers  hemstitched 26 
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Pillow  shams  hemstitched : 4 

Table  covers  hemstitched : 1 

Undervests  hemstitched e 117 

ITnderwaists 103 

Skirts 165 

Sheets .       365 

Shirtwaists 14 

Curtains  (pair) 1 

Mattress  covers 4 

Handkerchiefs 350 

Names  on  garments 1,334 

Garters  (pairs) 118 

Blankets  hemmed 45 

New  sleeves,  extra  (pairs) 362 

Dish  cloths • 41 

Bibs 58 

Wrappers 4 

Table  covers 5 

Dress  waist * 1 

Extra  button-holes 3,380 


And  a  very  large  amount  of  mending. 

The  steward  reports  the  following  as  the  products  of  the  farm 
and  garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 1898: 

Apples,  bushels 130 

Apples,  crab,  bushels 30 

Asparagus,  bunches 5,733 

Beans,  butter,  bushels 106 

Beans,  lima,  bushels 38 

Beans,  string,  bushels 46 


\ 
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Beets,  green,  bushels 240 

Beets,  green,  bunches  6,6o6 

Beets,  garden,  bushels 328^ 

Beets,  farm,  bushels 600 

Cabbage,  white,  heads 8,126 

Cabbage,  blue,  heads 400 

Cauliflower,  heads 944 

Currants,  red  and  white,  quarts 2,152 

Corn,  sweet,  bushels 496 

Corn,  fodder,  tons 10 

Corn,  ear,  bushels 50 

Cucumbers,  hothouse,  dozens. 591 

Cucumbers,  pickle 23,000 

Carrots,  bunches 1,211 

Carrots,  long  orange,  bushels 143 

Carrots,  white,  bushels 283 

Carrots,  earlj  horn,  bushels 385 

Celery,  heads 4,072 

Ensilage,  tons 278 

Eggplant,  dozen 30^ 

Eggs,  dozens 1,396 

Grapes,  pounds i ; 1,862 

Gooseberries,  quarts 284 

Horseradish,  bushels ^ 

Hay,  tons ^^ 

Kohlrabi,  bushels  ^^ 

Lettuce,  dozen  heads 2,566 

Milk,  quarts ^'^^^29 

Melons,  musk,  dozen ^^ 

Oats,  bushels  1^060 
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Onions,  bushels 84J 

Onions,  bunches i 6,387 

Parsley,  bunches 388 

Pears,  Bartletts,  bushels 7 

Pears,  VergaJoo,  bushels 12 

Pears,  Bergamot,  bushels 11 

Pears,  seckel,  bushels 6 

Peas,  bushels 199 

Potatoes,  bushels 2,601 

Pumpkins,  dozens 27 

Peppers,  bushels 4^ 

Parsnips,  bushels  267 

Plums,  bushel 1 

Pieplant,  bunches 3,823 

Poultry,  pounds 195 

Pork,  i>ounds 2,912 

Raspberries,  quarts 416 

Radishes,  bunches 5,933 

Rye,  bushels 124 

Sage,  bunches 28 

Salsify,  bushels 105 

Spinach,  bushels 271 

Squash,  summer,  bushels 223 

Squash,  winter,  tons. 3^ 

Straw,  tons 20 

Turnips,  early  stone,  bushels 100 

Turnips,  strapleaf,  bushels 285 

Turnips,  Rutabaga,  bushels 108 

Tomatoes,  bushels 290 

Wheat,  bushels 171 


■      > 
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APPLICATIONS  FOR  ADMISSION. 

Eighty-two  descriptive  applications,  52  for  hoj&  and  30  for  girls, 
were  received  and  placed  on  file  during  the  year,  a  decrease  of 
42  as  compared  with  the  year  previous.  Of  this  number  received, 
39,  or  24  for  boys  and  15  for  girls,  were  accepted;  26  or  19  for 
boys  and  7  for  girls,  were  rejected;  and  17,  or  nine  for  boys  and 
eight  for  girls,  were  deferred  for  lack  of  acconunodation.  Of  the 
19  applications  rejpcted  for  boys,  six  wefre  epileptic,  eight  were 
over  and  three  under  the  admissible  age  and  two  were  unteach- 
able;  and  of  the  seven  rejected  for  girls,  three  were  over  and  two 
under  the  admissible  age,  one  was  epileptic  and  one  was  unteach- 

able. 

ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES. 

The  number  admitted  and  re-admitted  during  the  year  was  34 
boys  and  13  girls  or  a  total  of  47,  a  decrease  of  12  compared  with 
1898.  The  number  discharged  was  22  boys  and  29  girls,  and  the 
number  who  died  was  four,  one  boy  and  three  girls,  or  a  total  from 
discharges  and  deaths  of  55,  23  of  whom  were  boys  and  32  girls, 
leaving  a  decrease  of  eight  in  all  upon  our  rolls  at  the  close  of 
the  year. 

Of  the  22  boys  discharged,  three  were  transferred  to  the  Rome 
State  Asylum;  seven  were  removed  by  county  officials  and  two 
by  parents,  seven  did  not  return  to  the  institution  after  their 
summer  vacation,  and  three  eloped.  Of  the  29  girls  discharged, 
six  were  removed  by  parents,  one  by  a  county  official,  five  failed 
to  return  after  their  vacation  at  home,  12  were  transferred  to  the 
Rome  State  Asylum,  four  to  the  Newark  Asylum  and  one,  an 
epileptic,  to  the  Craig  Colony. 
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HEALTH  AND  MORTALITY. 
The  health  of  the  institution  throughout  the  year  waa  remark- 
ably good.  There  was  practical  freedom  from  contagious  and  in- 
fectioufi  diseases;  one  case  of  diphtheria,  six  of  chicken-pox  and 
three  of  typhoid  fever  were  all  that  occurred.  Of  the  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  noted,  two  had  their  origin  at  the  Fairmount  farm, 
and  one  in  the  main  building,  the  latter  an  attendant.  Those 
from  the  farm  were  probably  due  to  the  water  in  use  there  from 
the  well.  As  soon  as  the  disease  was  diagnosed,  a  bacteriological 
examipation  was  made  of  the  water  and  while  the  typhoid  bacillua 
was  not  present,  the  colon  bacilli  were  found,  it  was  thought  in 
sufficient  nnmbers  to  render  the  water  unsafe.  Those  residing  at 
the  farm  are  entirely  dependent  on  the  well  for  water,  it  being 
the  only  source  of  supply;  and  since  it  was  condemned,  we  have 
been  placed  at  the  inconvenience  of  boiling  the  water  for  drink- 
ing purposes  or  carrying  it  in  cans  by  wagon  from  the  institution. 
\,8  the  water  from  the  well  at  the  farm  had  stood  repeated  bac- 
eriological  tests  in  former  years,  its  contamination  at  this  time 
was  probably  due  in  some  way  to  the  excessive  drought  of  the  sea- 
ion,  the  surroundings  not  being  in  any  manner  different. 

The  mortality  of  the  year  was  the  lowcet  obtained  since  1880, 
he  number  of  deaths  being  but  four.  This  represents  a  mortality 
if  less  than  eight-tenths  of  one  per  centum  on  the  average  daily 
)opulation.    The  average  age  of  those  who  died  was  17  years. 

REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 
From  year  to  year,  we  have  detailed  at  some  length  iu  our  re- 
)orts  the  principal  repairs  and  improvements  which  have  been 
nade.  This  has  been  done  to  show  an  indication  of  an  effort  to 
:eep  and  maintain  the  buildings  up  to  a  certain  standard.  Among 
hose  worthy  of  enumeration  effected  during  the  past  year  by  the 
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cari>enter  and  his  assistantfi  or  under  his  direction,  are  the  follow- 
ing:   New  6teel  ceilings  were  put  up  in  the  corridors  and  four 
toilet  rooms  at  the  girls'  building,  in  one  room  and  one  hall  at 
the  north  wing,  and  in  two  rooms  and  the  center  school-room  at 
the  'main  building.     New  maple  floors  were  laid  in  all  of   the' 
dormitories  at  the  girls'  building,  in  one  hall  at  the  boys'  build- 
ing and  a  Carolina  pine  floor  in  the  matron's  sitting  room  at  the 
main  building.    A  new  and  substantial  roof  was  built  over  the 
front  porch  at  the  main  building  entrance,  and  the  balcony,  which 
had  become  leaky  and  unsafe  on  the  south  side  of  the  hospital, 
was  torn  down  and  re-built.    Thef  roof  of  the  large  barn  at  Fair- 
mount  farm  was  re-shingled  and  new  timbers  put  in  and  floors 
laid  on  the  cottage  porches  there.    The  wooden  bedsteads  of  a  cer- 
tain pattern  throughout  the  various  buildings,  to  the  number  of 
275,  were  all  repaired,  remodeled,  sandpapered  and  re-varnished, 
and  the  330  folding  and  other  chairs  in  the  assembly  hall  were 
all  gone  over  in  the  same  manner,  being  thoroughly  refitted  for 
use.    A  hard-wood  cutting-table  was  made  for  the  sewing-room, 
a  12-foot  dining  table  for  the  girls'  building,  six  ironing  tables  for  " 
the  laundry,  four  lap  boards  and  a  croquet  board  for  the  school- 
rooms, a  chest  of  drawers  with  desk  attachment  for  the  store- 
keeper and  four  new  gates  and  two  stone  boats  for  the  farm.    The 
painter  and  two  boys  as  assistants  were  kept  steadily  occupied 
throughout  the  entire  year,  and  during  the  winter  months   the 
gardener  and  a  force  of  boys  under  his  direction  cemented   the 
cellars  of  the  north  wing,  and  the  bottoms  of  the  new  tunnels  be- 
tween the  boys'  building  and  stable  and  that  between  the  boiler 
house  and  hospital.    A  large  amount  of  general  repairs  was  also 
done  to  buildings,  furniture,  locks,  fences  and  agricultural  imple- 
ments, and  other  work  accomplished  not  easily  enumerated. 
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THE  SCHOOL. 

There  are  in  the  school  at  the  present  writing  256  children. 
They  assemble  daily  in  the  school  rooms  at  9  o'clock,  100  of  the 
first  grade  in  the  center  school-room,  about  an  equal  number  of 
the  second  grade  in  the  large  room  at  the  rear,  and  the  remainder, 
mostly  the  older  ones,  in  the  industrial  rooms.  When  thus  assem- 
bled, a  few  minutes  are  spent  in  marching,  followed  by  singing  and 
abort  devotional  exercises;  and  at  a  quarter  past  nine,  the  children 
re-assemble  into  organized  classes  and  go  to  the  different  school- 
rooms. The  morning  is  divided  into  four  periods,  with  an  inter- 
mission  of  twenty  minutes,  when  a  light  lunch  is  served  to  the 
children  in  the  school-rooms  by  their  attendants.  The  two  periods 
before  lunch  are  largely  devoted  to  reading  and  word  classes. 
There  are  two  classes  in  fourth  reader,  two  in  third,  with  several 
in  second  and  first,  in  chart  reading  and  words;  there  are,  be- 
sides, classes  in  articulation  for  those  not  ready  for  words,  in 
drawing  and  one  in  geography.  There  are  also  classes  in  calls- 
thenics,  in  advanced  sewing  and  ironing  each  period  of  the  day. 
At  11  o'clock  there  is  a  class  of  32  of  the  more  advanced  pupils 
in  calisthentics.  This  class  requires  two  teachers,  and,  in  uniform, 
presents  a  very  creditable  appearance.  All  of  the  pupils  in  school 
who  can  write  are  in  a  writing  class  in  one  of  the  periods  after 
lunch.  The  younger  children  and  the  more  deficient  ones  are  en- 
gaged in  occupations  suitable  to  them,  in  which  they  use  beads, 
picture  puzzles,  peg-boards,  color  and  form  exercises  and  a  variety 
of  other  things  for  teaching  obedience  and  observation  and  train- 
ing the  attention  and  use  of  the  hands.  In  one  practical  class  in 
hand  training  the  use  of  the  scissors  is  taught  in  cutting  out 
pictures  in  their  outlines  from  the  illustrated  newspapers. 

The  afternoon  school  session  begins  at  3  o'clock  and  is  divided 
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into  three  poriods  of  30  minutes  each.  Six  number  cKssea  of  dif- 
ftrent  grades  are  held  in  the  afternoon.  At  this  session,  there  ia 
also  one  class  in  singing,  one  in  geography  and  history,  one  in 
current  events,  one  in  plain  hand  sewing,  two  in  hemstitching, 
fancy  work  and  embroidery,  and  one  in  kindergarten  work.  Be- 
sides these,  instruction  is  given  to  one  chiss  in  natural  history, 
one  in  physiology  and  to  a  large  dancing  class. 

In  all  of  the  reading  classes,  the  work  is  varied  by  dictation 
and  spelling  and  in  writing  by  copying  verses  for  committing  to 
memory  and  by  simple  composition.     In  the  boys'  industrial  room 
mats  are  braided  and  made,  and  several  kinds  of  work  done  be- 
sides sewing.    A  number  of  girls  use  the  knitting  machines  for 
making  hosiery,  and  seven  or  eight  are  thus  employed  at  one 
time  during  different  periods  of  the  day.    Lessons  in  ironing  are 
given  through  the  entire  school-day  and  classes  of  the  younger 
girls  alternate  their  work  and  the  regular  school  exercises  with 
a  view  of  fitting  them  in  time  for  useful  work  in  the  laundry.    A 
number  of  boys  work  in  the  tailor  shop  in  the  same  way.    With 
most  of  our  pupils,  a  long  course  of  training  in  accurate  and  ex- 
pert use  of  the  hands  is  necessary  before  they  can  be  allowed  to 
use  the  sewing  and  knitting  machines;  but  after  training  and 
practice,  many  girls  and  boys  become  quite  proficient  with  these 
machines.    Cutting  out  garments  is  a  part  of  the  training  of  the 
sewing  classes,  and  in  the  tailor  and  dressmaking  rooms  several 
have  learned  to  cut  out,  fit  and  make  entire  garments.    /Twelve 
exercises  are  held  each  period  of  the  day,  except  in  two  or  three 
classes,  as  dancing  and  calisthenics  where  an  extra  teacher  is  re- 
quired to  play  the  piano  while  another  directs  and  instructs  the 
class.    At  those  periods,  but  ten  classes  are  in  progress;  and  at 

« 

the  conclusion  of  each  of  the  periods  of  the  day,  the  children,  as 
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a  rule,  are  changed  as  well  as  the  teachers  from  one  room  to  an- 
other. It  is  diflScult  to  hold  the  attention  long  of  most  feeble- 
minded children  and  these  changes  from  hour  to  hour  of  class, 
room  and  teacher  gives  them  a  chance  to  move  about  a  little  and 
add  both  variety  and  interest  to  the  work  of  the  school. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

Entertainments  for  the  benefit  of  the  pupils  were  given  upon 
32  occasions  throughout  the  year.  Music  by  the  institution 
orchestra  and  dancing  were  indulged  in  on  the  following  dates: 
January  9th,  16th,  24th  and  30th ;  February  6th,  13th,  14th,  20th, 
27th  and  28th;  March  6th,  13th,  20th,  27th,  28th  and  April  3.  A 
lecture  on  Japan  was  given  on  October  2  by  a  young  Japanese 
student  of  Syracuse  University.  A  musical  trio  furnished  music 
for  the  children  on  December  3,  and  other  entertainments  were 
given  as  follows:  A  concert  and  recitations  on  December  6;  a 
Christmas  cantata  in  two  acts,  "Turning  the  Tables"  by  teachers 
and  pupils  on  December  23;  an  exhibition  of  the  graphophone  on 
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January  23;  a  concert  on  February  2;  humorous  recitations  on 
February  23;  a  concert  by  two  blind  musicians  on  March  7;  an 
exhibition  by  a  magician  on  April  12;  music  by  a  trio  on  May  8; 
a  banner  presentation,  "Cheerful  Workers"  at  the  close  of  Sun- 
day school  on  June  25;  and  music  and  a  lawn  party  in  the  after- 
noon and  fireworks  in  the  evening  of  July  4.  During  the  winter 
months  sleighing  parties  were  arranged  a  number  of  times  as  the 
weather  permitted,  and  in  the  summer  picnic  parties  at  the  lake 
and  other  local  resorts  were  held, 

PUBLIC  VISITATIONS. 

The  institution  was  opened  to  the  public  as  usual  upon  33  Fri- 
day afternoons  during  the  school  year.    Upon  these  occasions 
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school  exercises  were  given  in  the  hall  at  which  an  aggregate  of 
3,547  people  attended.  The  greatest  number  in  attendance  at 
these  exercises  was  25G,  and  the  least  number  upon  a  very  stormy, 
disagreeable  day,  was  eight;  the  average  attendance  being  108, 

The  institution  was  also  honored  by  visits  from  public  officials 
as  follows:  By  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Chau- 
tauqua county;  by  Prof.  James  T.  Hamilton  of  Syracuse  Univer- 
sity and  his  class  of  students  in  economics  and  sociology;  by  the 
Hon.  Alexander  Johnson,  superintendent  of  the  Institution  for 
Feeble-Minded  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana;  by  Dr.  William  L.  Athon, 
superintendent  of  the  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded  at  Lincoln, 
Illinois;  by  the  Hon.  Theodore  P.  Gilman,  deputy  comptroller, 
and  Mr.  Robert  W.  Hebberd,  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities;  once  by  the  Hon.  Peter  Walrath;  twice  by  Dr.  Stephen 
Smith;  four  times  by  the  Hon.  Dennis  McCarthy,  Commissioner 
of  the  State  Board  of  Charities;  and  five  times  by  Mr.  Eben  P. 
Dorr,  inspector  for  that  board.  Visits  were  also  made  upon 
three  occasions  by  Mr.  John  W.  Ennis,  confidential  inspector  for 
the  State  Comptroller,  and  once  by  Mr.  James  G.  Graham,  his 
building  inspector. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Our  thanks  are  hereby  rendered  to  the  following  regular  pub- 
lications received  during  the  year:  '*The  Daily  Paper  for  Our 
Little  People,''  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  "The  Summary,"  Elmira,  N.  Y.; 
"The  Charitable  Observer,''  Lincoln,  Illinois;  "The  Optic,"  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas;  "Development,"  Elwyn,  Pennsylvania;  and  "The 
Washingtonian,"  two  copies,  of  Vancouver,  Washington.  We 
further  express  our  thanks  to  Mr.  S.  T.  Betts,  president  of  the 
Central  New  York  Horticultural  Society,  for  free  tickets  of  ad- 
mission to  a  class  of  50  girls  to  the  "flower  show,"  and  to  Mr.  A. 
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W.  Palmer,  treasurer  of  the  New  York  State  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, for  40  admission  tickets  to  the  State  Fair  for  the  bojs  at 
Fairmount,  and  also  to  many  parents  and  friends  of  the  children 
for  money  and  other  contributions  for  the  holidays  and  the 
various  amusements. 

CONCLUSION. 
To  you  of  the  board  of  managers  and  especially  to  the  members 
of  the  executive  committee,  I  feel  especially  grateful  for  the  un- 
stinted  support  and  encouragement  given  to  me  and  the  work  of 
the  institution  during  hours  of  trouble  and  anxiety.  Such  in- 
terest and  loyalty  as  was  made  manifest  can  only  stimulate  other 
helpers  as  well  as  myself  to  greater  efforts  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  better  results  in  the  work  of  the  ensuing  year. 

JAMES  CARLTON  CARSON, 

Superintendent. 
Sybaousb,  N.  Y.,  December  16,  1899. 
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FIFTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for 

Feeble-Minded  Children. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Agreeably  to  the  proyisions  of  the  act  establishing  this  insti- 
tution, the  undersigned  managers  respectfully  submit  this  their 
fifty-first  annual  report: 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1, 1900 tl23  33 

Receipts  from  State  appropriations  during  fiscal 

year 80,500  00 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. .        11,766  00 
Receipts  from   pay  cases,  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 2,472  37 
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Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop |11  10 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 911  06 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 151  95 

Receipts  from  other  sources 24  28 

Total 195,960  09 

'    — •- 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  account  of  maintenance 190,533  25 

Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  572,  Laws  of  1899  3,336  76 

Balance  in  bank  October  1, 1901 2,090  08 

Total 195,960  09 


CLASSIFIED  SUMMARY  OF  EXPENDITURES. 
On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1901: 

Salaries  of  officers  and  teachers f  13,376  84 

Wages  and  labor 24,067  04 

Expenses  of  officers  and  managers 52  61 

Provisions 23,123  42 

Household  stores 3,102  89 

Clothing 5,923  57 

Fuel  and  lights 9,813  63 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 876  60 

Shop,  farm  and  garden 5,424  05 

Ordinary  repairs 1,212  27 

Transportation  of  inmates 43  72 

Miscellaneous 3,516  61 

Total 190,533  25 
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ASSETS  SEPTEMBER  30,  1901. 

Balance  in  cash |2,090  00 

Due  from  individuals  for  board,  instruction  and 

clothing   490  04 

Due  from  counties  for  clothing 100  00 

Total  assets |2,680  04 


■  r 


The  financial  operations  of  the  institution  for  the  year  are 
shown  in  the  usual  form  on  the  two  preceding  pages,  under  the 
tables  resources,  disbursements  and  the  classified  summary  of 
expenditures.  The  last  table,  that  of  assets,  does  not  include 
unexpended  appropriations,  which  together  aggregate  about 
110,000.  Besides  the  sum  of  180,500  received  from  the  direct 
appropriation  for  maintenance,  the  table  of  resources  shows  re- 
ceipts from  other  sources  amounting  to  |15,336.76.  This  latter 
sum  was  all  forwarded  in  monthly  sums  to  the  Comptroller  in 
accordance  with  the  law,  but  only  |12,000  of  the  amount  was 
returned  to  the  institution  by  appropriation.  The  payments 
into  the  State  Treasury  from  the  different  sources  itemized 
were,  therefore,  f3,336.76  in  excess  of  the  amount  received  back 
and  appear  in  the  table  of  disbursements  under  the  head,  "  Re- 
turned to  the  Comptroller." 

The  table  of  expenditures  shows  an  increase  in  round  numbers 
of  about  |3,000  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  This  increase 
is  more  than  made  up  by  the  greater  amount  paid  for  salaries 
and  wages  and  the  cost  of  provisions,  the  increase  in  these 
items  being  offset  to  some  extent  by  a  decrease  in  the  sums 
expended  for  clothing,  fuel  and  lights  and  a  few  minor  items. 
The  increase  in  the  amounts  paid  for  salaries  and  wages  is  due 
to  advances  made  in  the  schedule  which  went  into  effect  on 
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January  1,  1901,  and  therefore  included  nine  months  of  the  last 
fiscal  year.  This  schedule  was  arranged  by  a  commission  con- 
sisting of  the  Comptroller  and  the  President  of  the  State  Board 
of  Charities,  who  were  authorized  by  chapter  383,  Laws  of  1899, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to  "  classify  into  grades 
the  oflQcers  and  employees  of  the  various  charitable  and  reform- 
atory institutions  required  by  law  to  report  to  the  Comptroller," 
and  to  "  fix  the  salaries  and  wages  to  be  paid  such  officers  and 
employees."  As  a  result  of  this  schedule,  the  wages  of  a  few 
very  worthy  persons  in  the  service  were  decreased;  those  of  a 
large  number  were  undisturbed  and  those  of  a  still  larger  num- 
ber were  increased.  The  general  effect  of  the  operation  of  the 
law,  so  far  as  this  institution  is  concerned,  has  been  salutary 
and  satisfactory.  Each  person  now  understands  just  what  his 
wages  are  to  be  and  that  they  cannot  easily  be  changed,  and 
thus  the  superintendent  and  board  of  managers  find  themselves 
relieved  of  applications  for  advances  which  formerly  they  fre- 
quently found  necessary  and  unpleasant  to  refuse.  Further- 
more, as  a  general  result  of  the  increase  in  wages,  authorized 
by  the  schedule,  we  believe  we  can  already  see  an  improved 
service  on  the  part  of  those  employed,  and  are  of  the  opinion 
that  this  will  be  still  more  apparent  as  time  goes  on. 

The  general  appropriation  for  maintenance  last  year  was 
182,000,  of  which  f8(),r)00  was  drawn.  The  amount  appropriated 
for  the  current  year  is  only  |80,000  (or  two  thousand  less  than 
the  previous  year).  Except  that  an  unexpended  sum  of  {1,500 
of  last  year's  appropriation  will  still  be  available  for  use  this 
year,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  amount  appropriated  would 
hardly  be  sufficient  to  carry  us  through  the  year  without  a  de- 
ficiency.   In  consideration  of  the  advances  effected  in  the  sal- 
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aries  and  wages  account  under  the  new  schedule,  and  of  the 
increased  cost  of  provisions,  fuel  and  general  supplies — ^it  was 
decided  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board,  to  request  an  appro- 
priation of  f 84^000  for  the  maintenance  of  the  institution  during 
the  next  fiscal  year. 

It  was  also  decided  to  request  special  ax)propriations  as  fol- 
lows: Nine  hundred  dollars  for  the  construction  of  iron  stair- 
ways in  the  main  building;  three  thousand  dollars  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  stone-wall  fence  on  Grand  avenue  and  nineteen 
hundred  dollars  for  the  renewal  of  laundry  machinery  and  re- 
pairs at  the  laundry.  The  iron  stairways  mentioned  are  to 
replace  some  old  wooden  structures  which  have  been  in  use  for 
nearly  fifty  years.  These  are  worn  and  rickety  and,  we  believe, 
are  fast  becoming  unsafe.  They  were  placed  in  the  building  at 
the  time  of  its  erection  in  1854,  but  additions  were  made  to  the 
building  some  years  ago,  and  now  the  stairways  should  be  con- 
structed of  iron  and  turned  in  the  opposite  direction  from  the 
present  ones,  as  a  matter  of  convenience  and  safety  for  egress 
from  the  third  and  fourth  floor  dormitories  in  the  event  of  fire. 

The  appropriations  requested  for  the  stone-wall  fence  and  the 
renewal  of  the  laundry  machinery  are  both  reapplications  of 
last  year.  Both  then  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature, 
but  for  economical  reasons  failed  to  receive  the  approval  of  the 
Governor.  The  need  of  these  appropriations  is  even  more  im- 
perative now  than  a  year  ago,  and  we  quote  from  our  report  of 
last  year,  in  which  their  necessity  was  fully  set  forth  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  The  importance  of  the  second  item,  the  extension  and  com- 
pletion of  the  stone-wall  fence  on  Grand  avenue,  is  apparent  at 
once  to  the  observer,  upon  an  inspection  of  the  premises.    The 
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present  walled  fence  now  extends  from  Burnet  park  along  Wil- 
bur avenue  and  Delaware  street  to  Grand  avenue  and  about 
one-third  of  the  distance  on  that  avenue,  where  it  ends  abruptly 
and  to  which  point  it  was  built  some  years  ago.  It  has  not 
since  been  extended  for  the  reason  that  a  considerable  amount 
of  filling  and  grading  was  required  for  the  rest  of  the  distance 
on  Grand  avenue.  This  has  now  been  nearly  accomplished  and 
the  premises  will  be  made  ready  for  the  completion  of  the  wall 
next  season." 

"  The  washers  at  the  laundry  have  now  been  in  daily  use  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years.  They  are  virtually  worn  out,  and 
further  repairs  to  them  are  impossible  and  impracticable.  It  is 
a  question  whether  or  not  they  can  be  kept  in  use  and  service- 
able until  the  funds  are  available  for  their  replacement.  We 
look  upon  this  item  of  appropriation  as  the  most  important  of 
all  mentioned." 

Under  the  appropriations  available  for  specific  purposes  was 
that  for  new  floors  and  steel  ceilings,  chapter  419,  Laws  of  1900, 
and  in  addition  to  what  was  accomplished  and  mentioned  last 
year,  with  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  new  floors  were 
laid,  this  year,  in  two  dormitories  and  a  dining-room  in  the  main 
building,  and  one  room  at  the  superintendent's  residence.  Steel 
ceilings  were  put  on  in  two  dining-rooms,  two  halls,  a  bath  room 
and  a  clothes-room  at  the  south  wing  and  one  room  at  the  gate- 
house. 

With  the  appropriation  for  plumbing,  new  fixtures  were 
placed  in  the  attendant's  toilet  room  at  the  south  wing;  in  the 
south  side  toilet  room  for  the  girls  in  the  second  story  at  the 
main  building;  in  the  closet  for  the  farm  house  boys;  and  new 
urinals  were  set  throughout  the  boys'  departments. 
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The  erection  of  the  brick  corridor  between  the  boys'  building 
and  the  north  wing,  for  which  fl,000  was  appropriated  b^' 
chapter  708,  Laws  of  1900,  was  undertaken  during  the  vacation 
months  and  fully  completed  within  the  amount  of  the  appropria- 
tion. This  corridor  is  a  substantial  structure  and  a  material 
improvement  on  the  old  wooden  one  which  it  replaced. 

The  additional  appropriations  for  the  installation  of  the 
watchman's  clock  and  time  detector;  for  improvements  to  the 
plumbing,  drainage  and  steam  heating  plant,  granted  under  the 
same  chapter,  are  still  available.  The  work  upon  the  former 
will  be  arranged  within  the  next  few  months,  and  that  for  the 
latter  as  soon  as  the  State  Architect  is  ready  to  prepare  and 
submit  the  necessary  specifications. 

The  attention  of  the  Legislature  is  again  directed  to  the  need 
of  extending  accommodations  to  provide  especially  for  those  of 
the  feeble-minded  class  requiring  custodial  care.  The  custodial 
asylums  at  Newark  and  Rome  are  full  and  crowded  to  such  an 
extent  that  we  have  been  able  to  secure  the  transfer  of  but 
twenty-three  cases  during  the  year.  All  eligible  applications 
received  here  have  been  promptly  accepted  as  va(^anci(*s  occurred 
and  at  the  close  of  the  year  only  about  thirty  remained  on  our 
deferred  list.  At  the  present  time  there  are  in  the  institution 
over  one  hundred  inmates  of  the  adult  and  unteachable  class 
suitable  for  transfer  to  custodial  asylums.  If  relief  can  be 
obtained  for  this  number  within  the  next  two  or  three  years,  it 
is  probable  that  this  institution  can  then  provide  for  all  the 
teachable  class  for  whom  applications  will  be  received  for 
several  years  following.  We  consider  this  matter  one  of  the 
highest  import,  not  alone  for  the  welfare  of  the  teachable 
feeble-minded  as  a  class,  but  also  for  the  interests  of  the  cus- 


12  [Assembly  No.  12.] 

todial  institutions  wbieli  must  eventually  obtain  the  benefits  of 
improved  conditions  in  tbose  transferred,  as  a  result  of  the 
earlier  training  received  in  the  school  at  this  institution. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  reiterates  its  confidence  in  the  super- 
intendent and  his  subordinate  officers  in  their  direction  of  the 
affairs  of  the  institution  and  in  their  care  of  and  supervision 
over  the  unfortunate  ones  committed  to  its  keeping.  This  great 
institution  established  here,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  this  country, 
opens  its  doors  to  all  portions  of  the  State,  within  whose 
borders  we  believe  there  is  no  charity  maintained  more  worthy 
of  its  benefaction.  After  a  period  of  fifty  years  successful  de- 
velopment, experience  and  steady  progress,  the  institution  now 
enters  upon  the  second  half  century  of  its  existence,  having 
gained  a  reputation  for  good  results  from  the  work  it  has  accom- 
plished in  the  training  and  education  of  the  feeble-minded  that 
extends  throughout  the  civilized  world.  It  long  ago  survived 
the  exj>erimental  stage,  the  period  of  doubt  and  misgiving,  and 
its  jierpetuation  has  become  permanently  recognized  by  the 
generous  support  it  has  received  from  many  succeeding  Legisla- 
tures, for  a  continuance  of  which  we  look  forward  to  the  future 
with  incri^asing  faith  and  a  hope  sure  and  abiding. 

F.  D.  nUNTINGTON, 

Permanent  Chalnnan, 
ALVA  W.  PALMER, 
PATRICK  A.  LUDDEN, 
ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE, 
W.  W.  CHENEY, 
W.  S.  PECK. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer. 


Alfkdd  Wilkinson,  Uxdsurer  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Fcehle-Minded  Children^  in  current  account  with  the  State  of  Neio 
York  for  cash  received  and  eo'pended  for  the  general  supplies  and 
salaries  and  wages  of  officers,  tenchers,  attendants  and  employees 
of  said  institution,  etc.,  during  the  year  ending  September  SO,  1901: 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1900 |123  33 

State  appropriations  for  maintenance 92,500  00 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. . .  11,766  00 
Receipts  from  pay  cases,  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 2,472  37 

Receipts  from  sale  of  production  of  shop 11  10 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 911  06 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 151  95 

Receipts  from  miscellaneous  sources 24  28 

Total 1107,960  09 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

October,  1900 |7,200  91 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

November,  1900 7,546  01 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

December,  1900  8,088  80 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

January,  1901 8,195  29 
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Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

February,  1901 |7,919  46 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

March,  1901 7,583  04 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

April,  1901 7,261  47 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

May,  1901 8,372  67 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

June,  1901 7,833  04 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

July,  1901   7,473  73 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

August,  1901 6,038  90 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

September,  1901 7,019  93 

190,533  25 
Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  580,  Laws  of  1899  15,336  76 
Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1901 2,090  08 

Total 1107,960  09 

There  was  received  and  expended  under  special  appropria- 
tions, chapter  569,  Laws  of  1899;  chapter  419,  Laws  of  1900,  and 
chapter  708,  Laws  of  1901,  as  follows: 
Appropriation    for  new  floors  and  steel    ceilings, 
chapter  419,  Laws  of  1900,  cash  received  from 

Comptroller 1410  70 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 410  70 

balance  appropriation  unexpended 37 
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Appropriation  for  improvements  to  plumbing,  chap- 
ter 419,  Laws  of  1900,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller February  4  and  May  10,  1901 ?1,243  50 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 1,243  60 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended |6  50 

Appropriation  for  bath  house,  chapter  419,  Laws  of 
1900,  cash  received  from  Comptroller  April  6, 

1900 |40  50 

Voucher  paid 40  50 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended |6,546  50 

Appropriation  for  brick  corridor,  chapter  708,  Laws 
of  1901,  cash  received  from  Comptroller  August 
21,  1901  1953  66 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 953  66 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended |46  34 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30, 1901: 
New  floors  and  steel  ceilings,  chapter  419,  Laws  of 

1900 f  410  70* 

Plumbing  improvements,  chapter  419,  Laws  of  1900.         1,243  50 

Bath  house,  chapter  419,  Laws  of  1900 40  50 

Brick  corridor,  chapter  708,  Laws  of  1901 953  66 

12,648  36 


18  [ASSSMBLY 

Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruc- 
tion of  pupils |3  15 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing 3  37 

The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  dur- 
ing the  year: 

Erysipelas  1 

Epilepsy 1 

Pneumonia   4 

Hemorrhage,  intestinal 1 

Hemorrhage,  cerebral 1 

Inanition 1 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 5 

Meningitis  2 

Total  deaths 16 


HOSPITAL  RECORD  OF  DISEASES  TREATED. 

Abscess  6 

Anaemia 1 

Bronchitis,  acute 1 

Burn   2 

Concussion  of  brain 1 

Conjunctivitis 10 

Constipation 1 

Chromophytosis 2 

Dermatitis  exfoliativa 1 

Diairrhoea  2 

Dislocation  of  elbow 1 

Diphtheria 2 

Dysmenorrhoea  1 


No.  12.]  19 

Eczema,  acnte B 

Epilepsy  2 

Epistaxis  1 

Erysipelas 2 

Fistula  1 

Furuncle 1 

Gastritis,  acute 14 

Glaucoma 1 

Genu  valgum 1 

Hemorrhage,  cerebral 1 

Hemorrhage,  intestinal 1 

Hernia  " 2 

Inanition  1 

Influenza  23 

Ingrowing  toenail 3 

Impetigo  contagiosa 17 

Lymphadenitis   1 

Meningitis 2 

Migraine 1 

Morbus  coxalgia  1 

Menorrhagia 1 

Necrosis  of  bone 1 

Neurasthenia  - 1 

Otitis  media 2 

Otorrhoea 1 

Orchitis  1 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 8 

Pneumonia B 

Ringworm 1 

Rheumatism 2 
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Bichmond 

Bockland  

St.  Lawrence 

Saratoga 

Schenectady 

Schoharie 

Schuyler  

Seneca 

Stenben   

Suffolk  

Sullivan* 

Tioga 

Tompkins  

Ulster 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westchester  , 

Wyoming 

Yates 

State  of  New  York. 
Other  States 
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f,  The  matron  presents  the  following  report  of  work  done  dur- 

ing the  school  hours  by  the  sewing  classes,  one  of  boys  and 
three  of  girls,  and  by  the  classes  at  tailoring,  hosemaking  and 

shoemaking: 
I  BOYS'  LIST. 

Shirts 85 

J            Neckties 240 

,            Handkerchiefs 684 

Towels 294 

I 

Work  aprons 36 

Collars 277 

Sheets 15 

Bibs 194 

Undervests  restitched 18 

Curtains 4 

Dust  cloths 10 

Wash  cloths 59 

Holders 23 

Suspenders,  pairs 47 

Doormats 22 

Puzzles  sawed 132 

Roller  towels 175 

Broom  bags 12 

LIST  OF  BOYS'  TAIIX)RING  CLASS. 

Suits 137 

Coats 88 

Trousers 304 

Vests 10 

Overalls 4 

Cloaks 2 

Coats  relined 3 


X 
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GIRLS'  LIST. 

Sheets  315 

Dresses  547 

Shirt  waists 17 

Handkerchiefs   196 

Nightgowns  86 

Aprons 45 

Christmas  bags .* 327 

Table  napkins 12 

Drawers,  pairs 26 

Dresses  made  over 71 

Shrouds   6 

Pillow  covers 53 

Skirts  18 

Table  covers 18 

Towels 214 

Wash  cloths 6 

Napkins  249 

Bedspreads  7 

Mattress  spreads 5 

Names  on  garments 136 

Extra  buttonholes 827 

Besides  a  large  amount  of  crocheting,  embroidery  and  other 
fancy  work. 

CLASS  AT  HOSEMAKING. 

Boys'  hose  (pairs) 711 

Girls'  hose  (pairs) 1,271 

And  all  of  the  mending. 
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CLASS  AT  SHOEMAKING. 
Shoes,  new  (pairs) 53 


All  of  the  repairing  and  the  repairing  of  harness. 
LIST  OF  GIRLS'  BUILDING  KINDERGARTEN  GLASS. 

Bands 16 

Puzzles 13 

Napkins  34 

Kindergarten  baskets  2 

Washcloth   1 

Laundry  holders  189 

Towels 43 

Extra  buttonholes 16 

Pillow  cover,  hemstitched 1 


LIST  OF  CLASS  AT  GIRLS'  BUILDING. 

Nightdresses 147 

Laundry  holders  200 

Aprons 64 

Drawers 54 

Bands 248 

Towels 76 

Chemises  6 

Dresses  88 

Napkins  133 

Pillow  covers 160 

Apronfi  hemstitched 5 

Handerchiefs,  hemstitched 22 

Napkins,  hemstitched 10 

Pillow  covers,  hemstitched 3 

Undervests  restitched 25 
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Pants  restitched 17 

Underwaists 74 

Skirts 57 

Sheets  198 

Shirtwaists 12 

Bread  covers  2 

Broom  covers 2 

Clothes  pin  bags 2 

Jelly  bags  8 

Laundry  bags 4 

Mattress  covers 4 

Handkerchiefs 460 

Names  on  garments 986 

Garters    (pairs)  223 

Blankets,  hemmed 51 

New  sleeves,  extra  (pairs) 321 

Table  cloths 7 

Bibs  32 

Wrappers 2 

Duster 1 

Shoe  bags  3 

Extra  buttonholes 688 

A  very  large  amount  of  mending. 

The  steward  reports  the  following  as  the  products  of  the 
farm  and  garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1901 : 

Apples,  bushels 235 

Apples,  crab,  bushels 12 

Asparagus,  bunches 6,314 

Beans,  butter,  bushels 79 

Beans,  lima,  bushels 33 
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Beans,  string,  bushels ^ 40 

Beets,  green,  bunches 4,372 

Beet  greens,  bushels 44 

Beets,  garden,  bushels 358 

Beets,  farm,  bushels 450 

Cabbage,  early,  heads . .  ) 

\ 10,333 

Cabbage,  late,  heads . . .  ) 

Cauliflower,  heads 335 

Currants,  red  and  white,  quarts 904 

Corn,  sweet,  bushels 470 

Corn,  fodder,  tons 55 

Corn,  ear,  bushels 140 

Cucumbers,  hothouse,  dozen 293 

Cucumbers,  pickle 22,250 

Carrots,  bunches 1,100 

Carrots,  long  orange,  bushels 200 

Carrots,  white,  bushels 258 

Carrots,  farm,  bushels 60 

Celery,  heads 7,000 

Cherries,  bushels 4 

Chickens,  pounds 310 

Ensilage,  tons 180 

Eggplant,  dozen 6 

Eggs,  dozen 932J 

Fowls,  pounds 382 

Grapes,  pounds 1,700 

Gooseberries,  quarts 308 

Hay,  tons 217^ 

Lettuce,  dozen  heads 1,145 

Milk,  quarts 107,784^ 
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ber  removed  by  county  officers,  two  boys  were  past  the  school 
age  and  not  further  teachable;  three  boys  and  one  girl  were 
confirmed  epileptics  and  two  boys  and  one  girl  were  insane  and 
subject  to  delusions  and  maniacal  demonstrations.  One  girl 
whose  discharge  was  directed  at  your  semi-annual  meeting  by 
reason  of  insanity,  shortly  afterwards  showed  symptoms  of 
improvement  and,  we  are  pleased  to  say,  has  now  fully  re- 
covered. 

While  the  mortality  reported  for  the  year,  sixteen,  is  the 
largest  on  record  for  any  one  year,  yet  at  no  time  did  any 
alarming  amount  of  sickness  prevail.  Aside  from  a  number  of 
cases  of  annoying  diseases  of  the  skin,  the  only  contagious  dis- 
eases of  a  serious  nature  that  occurred  were  two  cases  each  of 
typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria.  These  cases  appeared  to  be 
sporadic,  and  without  any  connection  with  one  another.  One 
case  of  typhoid  had  its  origin  on  the  Syracuse  premises,  and 
the  other  at  the  Fairmount  branch.  As  heretofore  noted,  the 
causes  of  death  in  nine  instances  were  from  diseases  of  the 
lungs;  four  from  pneumonia  and  five  from  tuberculosis.  Two 
of  the  latter  cases  followed  as  sequelae  to  attacks  of  typhoid 
fever  which  prevailed  extensively  in  August  and  September  of 
last  year.  On  the  average  daily  population,  the  mortality  per- 
centage was  three  and  one-third.  The  average  age  of  those 
who  died  was  twenty-one  years,  the  oldest  being  sixty-two  and 
the  youngest  seven  years  of  age.  The  former  was  a  private 
case,  an  imbecile  man,  and  interesting  because  of  the  fact 
that  he  was  admitted  to  the  institution  on  the  first  day  of  its 
opening  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  1851,  his  name  appearing 
second  upon  our  records.  This  man  was  a  member  of  a  family 
with  a  very  distinguished  record  of  naval  service  in  the  United 
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States.  His  support  here  was  always  wholly  provided  for,  and 
his  family  residence  was  in  one  of  the  States  where  no  institu- 
tion for  the  feeble-minded  has  yet  been  established.  For  these 
reasons,  his  maintenance  here  was  permitted  by  special  resolu- 
tion of  the  board  some  years  ago,  when  the  removal  of  all  other 
non-resident  inmates  was  directed. 

The  repairs  and  improvements  made  during  the  year  have, 
as  usual,  been  accomplished  largely  by  the  carpenter  and  his 
assistants.  Those  especially  noteworthy  are  as  follows:  New 
floors  were  laid  in  two  dormitories,  a  dining-room  and  two  bed- 
rooms in  the  main  building,  in  two  dormitories  and  on  the  north 
piazza  of  the  boys'  building;  steel  ceilings  were  put  on  in  two 
dining-rooms,  two  halls,  a  bath  room  and  a  clothes  room  at  the 
south  wing,  the  north  day  room  at  the  boys'  building,  and  the 
sitting  room  at  the  gate  house;  the  roofs  were  reshingled  on  the 
cow  barn,  the  silo,  two  of  the  cottages,  the  shop  and  three  small 
out  buildings  at  Fairmount;  the  interior  sides  of  the  ice  house 
were  entirely  relined  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  exterior 
which  like  the  interior  was  found  in  a  state  of  decay,  was 
recovered;  a  new  cooler  for  keeping  milk,  butter  and  other  sup- 
plies, was  built  in  the  pantry  at  the  boys'  building,  with  an 
exterior  opening  through  the  wall  for  filling  it  with  ice  from  the 
outside;  a  similar  opening  was  made  through  the  north  side 
wall  of  the  superintendent's  residence  into  the  cooler,  for  a  like 
convenient  purpose;  a  new  flight  of  steps  was  constructed  to 
the  east  porch  of  his  residence,  and  several  other  steps  were 
rebuilt  for  terraces  upon  various  parts  of  the  grounds.  Of 
minor  importance,  the  following  articles  were  made:  One  stone 
boat,  two  wagon  reaches,  one  spring  seat,  one  whiflfletree,  two 
wheelbarrows  for  ice,  one  work  bench  for  the  engineer,  three 
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farm  gates,  one  storm  house,  one  hardwood  dining-table,  tw^o 
ironing  tables,  two  clothes  racks,  three  wardrobes,  ten  picture 
frames,  twenty-five  window  screens,  one  case  for  school  mate- 
rial, two  window  seats,  one  step-ladder,  twenty-four  rulers,  two 
trays,  two  cupboards,  and  repairs  to  locks,  furniture,  fences  and 
buildings,  too  numerous  to  mention. 

The  painter,  with  two  boys  to  assist  him,  was  kept  busy  daily 
throughout  the  year  at  exterior  and  interior  painting,  or  at 
glazing,  wall-papering  and  the  restoration  of  floors;  and  the 
gardener,  during  the  late  autumn,  with  a  force  of  boys  to  assist 
him,  performed  a  large  amount  of  grading  and  filling  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  premises,  preparatory  to  the  proposed 
extension  of  the  stone  wall  fence  on  Grand  avenue.  A  wide 
excavation  was  also  made  in  the  hill,  around  the  three  sides  of 
the  ice  house,  preliminary  to  the  restoration  of  its  sides  by  the 
carpenter,  and  with  a  view  to  its  future  better  preservation. 

On  another  page,  the  steward  reports  the  products  of  the 
farm  and  garden.  The  year's  showing  is  one  not  altogether 
satisfactory.  As  a  result  of  the  continuous  cold  wet  weather 
in  the  early  part  of  the  growing  season,  the  yield  of  grains, 
potatoes  and  some  garden  products  was  light  and  under  the 
average.  The  hay  and  sowed  corn  crops  were,  however,  excep- 
tions, the  former  especially  being  the  largest  yield  on  record, 
and  we  believe  sufficient  in  amount  to  maintain  our  horses  and 
herd  of  cattle  throughout  the  entire  winter  season.  The  herd 
of  cattle  at  the  present  time  consists  of  fifty-five  head,  all  of  the 
Holstein  variety.  Three  years  ago,  the  tuberculin  test  was  ap- 
plied to  the  herd,  and  three  of  the  number  which  were  found 
tuberculous  were  immediately  slaughtered.  The  test  was  again 
applied  last  spring  and  it  is  gratifying  to  state  that  every  animal 
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stood  the  test,  and  the  entire  herd  was  pronounced  healthy  and 
free  of  tuberculosis. 

On  the  evening  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  just  after  ten  o'clock, 
one  of  the  institution  nurses,  after  accompanying  a  friend  to 
the  gateway  entrance,  attempted  to  return  alone  to  the  hospital 
via  the  south  roadway  and  boiler  house.  When  about  half  way 
between  the  entrance  and  the  boiler  house,  she  was  met  by  a 
man  who  stealthily  turned  upon  her  and  without  a  word,  or 
warning  of  any  kind,  brutally  and  violently  assaulted  her  upon 
the  head,  neck  and  face  with  a  club,  felling  her  to  the  ground 
by  the  first  blow,  and  repeating  the  blows  after  sh?  had  fallen. 
Fortunately,  the  nurse  retained  her  .consciousness  and  by  her 
screams  attracted  several  persons  in  proximity,  who  promptly 
hastened  to  her  rescue,  while  her  assailant  as  hurriedly  made  his 
escape  over  the  hedge  and  across  the  flat  below,  in  the  direction 
of  Grand  avenue.  Two  weeks  later  and  about  an  hour  earlier 
in  the  evening,  another  attack  was  made  upon  a  woman  attend- 
ant, on  the  terrace  steps.  This  person  was  thrown  to  the 
ground,  but  escaped  injury  other  than  fright.  Her  clothing 
was  slightly  torn  and  she  lost  a  small  sum  of  money. 

In  connection  with  the  first  assault,  an  arrest  followed  and 
suflBcient  evidence  was  obtained  to  secure  the  person's  indict- 
ment by  the  grand  jury.  Whether  his  conviction  follows -or  not, 
there  is  need  of  legislative  authority  for  the  appointment  of  an 
institution  i)oliceman  for  the  better  protection  of  our  employees, 
most  of  whom  are  women.  I  would  therefore  recommend  that 
an  effort  be  made  to  secure  from  the  incoming  Legislature  au- 
thority for  the  appointment  of  such  a  person  with  full  power 
of  arrest,  and  for  the  purpose  of  patroling  our  grounds  at  night 

or  at  such  times  as  may  be  considered  most  expedient. 

3 


34  [Assembly 

Some  years  ago,  my  medical  assistant  began  a  course  of  train- 
ing and  instruction  to  the  hospital  nurses.  This  course  not  only 
proved  of  much  benefit  in  the  case  of  our  ailing  ones  at  the 
hospital,  but  in  several  instances  nurses,  after  receiving  their 
training  here,  entered  successfully  the  field  of  private  nursing. 
During  the  past  year  at  my  suggestion  my  assistant,  Dr.  Mason, 
decided  to  supplement  the  course  for  nurses  with  one  also  for 
attendants.  In  order  to  encourage  volunteers  for  the  course, 
it  was  given  out  that  hereafter  when  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the 
hospital  service  the  position  would  be  open  for  competitive 
examination  exclusively  to  the  class  of  attendants  under  train- 
ing  and  to  those  in  the  service  who  may  have  completed  the 
course.  One  such  vacancy  occurred  during  the  year;  an  exami- 
nation was  held,  and  the  position  given  to  the  member  of  the 
class  who  received  the  highest  standing. 

For  several  years  past,  special  effort  has  been  made  to  re- 
lieve the  monotony  of  institution  life  for  our  pupils  by  providing 
general  entertainment  in  the  hall;  and  during  the  year  past, 
forty-three  such  opportunities  have  been  furnished  which  added 
much  to  their  enjoyment  and  contentment.  These  entertain- 
ments were  as  follows :  Music  and  dancing  on  twenty-five  even- 
ings—December 17th  and  24th;  Jfitnuary  7th,  22d,  28th;  February 
4th,  nth,  12th,  18th,  19th,  26th;  March  4th,  5th,  11th,  12th,  18th, 
19th,  25th,  26th ;  April  1st,  2d,  8th,  16th ;  and  June  3d  and  5th ;  a 
vaudeville  performance  by  the  Dunfee  Theatrical  Company, 
October  3d;  an  exhibition  of  the  graphophone,  October  22d;  a 
cantata,  October  31st ;  a  talk  on  experiences  as  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  rebellion  by  the  Rev.  R.  E.  Burton,  November  12th; 
the  "  Harvest's  Night  Dream  "  by  a  company  from  All  Saints 
•hurch,  December  3d;  Christmas  tableaux  by  the  teachers  and 
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pupils,  December  23d;  a  musical  by  Smith's  orchestra,  January 
29th;  a  series  of  Gibson  pictures  in  tableaux  by  a  company  from 
Good  Will  church,  February  25th;  a  magic  performance  by  Mr. 
Fred  Hurd,  February  28th;  Easter  exercises  and  music  by  the 
pupils,  April  7th;  a  "Chalk-talk"  by  Prof.  Little,  April  9th;  a 
concert  by  the  Syracuse  Chamanade  Club,  April  30th;  a  special 
•dancing  party  with  refreshments.  May  14th;  reminiscences  of 
the  war  of  the  rebellion,  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Church,  June  10th; 
*^  Queen  Summergold  and  Her  Court,"  by  the  teachers  and  pupils 
at  the  closing  of  the  school  year,  June  25th;  a  ball  game,  a  lawn 
party  and  fire- works,  July  4th;  an  exhibition  of  the  phonograph 
b}'  Dr.  C.  O.  Regener,  September  16th ;  stereopticon  views  in  the 
Yellowstone  Park,  September  24th;  and  besides  these,  memorial 
services  upon  the  death  of  President  McKinley  were  held,  Sep- 
tember 19th. 

Besides  the  monthly  visits  to  the  institution  by  members  of 
your  board,  the  following  noteworthy  visitations  were  made  dur- 
ing the  year :  By  Mr.  B.  M.  Childs,  Superintendent  of  State  and 
Alien  Poor;  by  the  Hon.  G.  L.  Heins,  State  Architect;  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Erie  county;  by  Col. 
Jerome,  confidential  agent  of  the  Comptroller;  by  Prof.  James 
H.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Salem  Hyde  and  Miss  Viola  Vernon,  of  Syra- 
cuse, and  by  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Vary  and  Mrs.  L.  T.  Yeomans  of 
Newark,  local  committees  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Associa- 
tion; by  Prof.  Hamilton  of  the  Syracuse  University  and  his  class 
in  sociology;  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  R.  Stewart,  President,  and  Mr. 
Robert  W\  Hebberd,  Secretary,  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities; 
twice  by  the  Hon.  Peter  Walrath,  three  times  by  Dr.  Stephen 
Smith  and  five  times  by  the  Hon.  Dennis  McCarthy,  Commission- 
ers for  that  Board.    Most  important  of  all,  the  institution  was 
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signally  honored  on  the  23d  of  July  by  the  visit  of  His  Excel- 
lency, Hon.  Benjamin  B.  Odell,  Governor,  the  Hon.  James  G. 
Graham,  Secretary  to  the  Governor,  the  Hon.  Timothy  E.  Ells- 
worth, State  Senator,  and  the  Hon.  Otto  Kelsey  and  the  Hon. 
Jotham  P.  Allds,  members  of  the  Assembly. 

We  take  pleasure  in  publicly  extending  our  thanks  to  Mr. 
Frank  D.  Bryan,  manager  of  the  Dunfee  Theater  Company,  for 
a  delightful  vaudeville  performance;  to  the  Rev.  R.  E.  Burton 
for  a  lecture  upon  his  personal  experiences  in  the  late  war  of 
the  rebellion;  to  Dr.  C.  O.  Regener,  for  a  phonograph  exhibition 
given  gratuitously  for  the  entertainment  of  the  pupils.  We 
also  make  acknowledgement  of  the  following  periodicals  re- 
ceived during  the  year:  "The  Arkansas  Optic,"  from  Little 
Rock,  Ark.;  "  Development,"  from  Elwyn,  Pa.;  "  The  Charitable 
Observer,"  from  Lincoln,  111.;  "Pediatrics,"  from  New  York; 
"  Our  Little  People,"  from  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  "  The  Washington- 
iah,"  from  Vancouver,  Wash.;  and  "  Charities,"  from  New  York. 
Our  hearty  thanks  are  also  extended  to  many  of  the  parents  and 
friends  of  the  children  for  gifts  of  money,  fruit,  candies,  toys, 
etc.,  for  their  pleasure  and  happiness  on  the  holidays  or  for 
their  entertainment  upon  other  occasions. 

Feeble-mindedness  is  a  condition  not  amenable  to  medical 
treatment.  In  other  words,  it  is  not  a  curable  condition,  but 
one  subject  to  improvement  under  special  well-directed  methods 
of  training.  Consequently,  most  of  the  institutions  providing 
for  the  feeble-minded  are  organized  on  educational  lines.  Under 
educational  methods,  in  very  many  cases  much  can  be  done 
towards  developing  their  mental  faculties  and  lessening  their 
burden  of  care.  But  in  all,  a  remnant  of  the  weakness  from  the 
arrested  mental  development/  will  surely  remain.    But  few,  a 
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small  percentage,  will  ever  become  self-supporting  even  under 
the  best  of  methods.  They  lack  in  judgment  and  reason,  or 
their  mental  equipoise  is  so  out  of  adjustment  that,  if  left  to 
themselves,  they  cannot  compete  with  ordinary  mortals  in  their 
struggles  for  a  self-supporting  existence.  Many  can  be  taught 
to  labor  successfully  as  assistants  in  household  duties,  in  the 
simpler  trades,  on  the  farm,  at  manual  labor,  and  as  helpers  of 
others  more  unfortunate  than  themselves  in  the  scale  of  intel- 
ligence. 

We  are  frequently  asked  "  What  are  the  methods  employed  in 
training  the  feeble-minded?"  To  which  our  answer  usually  is, 
any  method  we  can  find  or  conceive  which  will  gain  their  atten- 
tion and  excite  their  interest.  Little  can  be  accomplished  in 
the  lower  grades  unless  the  attention  can  be  gained,  and  in  some 
cases  of  the  very  lowest  grades  practically  nothing  can  be  done 
but  to  feed  and  care  for  them.  To  gain  the  attention,  many 
kinds  of  apparatus  are  used  among  the  lower  grades,  the  pur- , 
poses  of  which  are — first,  to  cultivate  the  perceptive  faculties, 
developing  ideas  of  form,  size,  position,  color  and  combination 
of  form  and  color;  second,  to  give  dexterity  in  the  use  of  the 
hands  and  fingers;  and  third,  to  furnish  some  simple  forms  of 
occupation — in  other  words,  to  give  them  something  to  do  and 
keep  them  from  mischief.  To  accomplish  this,  we  have  obtained 
good  results  from  the  following  exercises:  Daily  practice  in 
light  gymnastics,  with  simple  hand  and  finger  exercises  to  de- 
velop the  imitative  faculties  and  the  will;  the  use  of  a  balancihg 
pole  thrown  back  and  forth  between  two  lines  of  children  to 
correct  wandering  sight;  the  placing  of  various  objects,  hot  and 
cold,  rough  and  smooth,  light  and  heavy  in  their  palms,  to  cul- 
tivate the  sense  of  touch  and  power  to  grasp;  the  use  of  light 
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dumb-bells  to  strengthen  the  muscles;  exercises  in  articulation, 
and  vocal  drill  to  develop  the  faculty  of  speech;  the  stringing  of 
large  rings  and  button  molds,  winding  of  cord  from  one  spool 
to  another,  buttoning  and  unbuttoning  of  strips  of  cloth  made 
with  buttons  and  buttonholes,  lacing  and  unlacing  of  shoes  put 
on  socks  filled  with  cotton — to  fix  the  sight  and  attention. 
Various  other  devices  are  also  employed,  such  as  a  small  plat- 
form with  steps  up  and  down,  which  the  children  are  taught  to 
walk,  and  ladders  laid  on  the  floor  over  which  they  are  taught 
to  step  and  march,  thus  correcting  unsteady  gait;  a  rocking 
horse  and  a  tread-mill,  to  combine  enjoyment  with  exercise;  a 
peg-board  filled  with  holes  into  which  iron  rivets  or  pegs  are  to 
be  slipped,  and  a  dotted  pin-cushion  into  whose  spots  pins  are 
to  be  stuck — for  those  wanting  in  the  power  of  attention;  a 
form  board  into  which  wooden  or  iron  forms  are  to  be  placed, 
and  colored  cups  and  balls  to  be  arranged  in  reference  to  their 
color,  thus  teaching  perception  of  form  and  color;  large  colored 
beads  to  be  strung  alternately,  then  in  pairs,  threes,  fours,  etc., 
to  develop  the  idea  of  the  perception  of  color  and  of  number. 
Blocks,  picture  puzzle-boards,  both  simple  and  difiicult,  and 
always  fascinating  and  enjoyable,  and  numerous  other  things 
are  used  for  various  purposes;  and  music  is  an  essential  help 
and  is  intermingled  with  many  of  the  exercises  as  a  happy  and 
healthy  stimulus  to  time  and  order. 

As  another  year  is  brought  to  a  close,  I  take  pleasure  in 
expressing  to  you  of  the  board  of  managers  my  deep  sense  of 
appreciation  and  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  confidence  and  sup- 
port throughout  the  year.  My  thanks  are  also  due  and  are 
heartily  extended  to  my  co-workers  in  the  institution,  who,  with 
scarcely  an  exception,  have  been  faithful  and  loyal  in  their 
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service,  aiding  mnch  in  making  the  year's  work  successful  and 

satisfactory. 

As  the  seasons  come  and  go,  bringing  with  them  a  more 

extended  and  riper  experience  in  the  work  of  the  training  and 

education  of  the  feeble-minded,  our  faith  in  its  value  increases 

and  our  doubts  diminish.    If  by  our  efforts  we  are  able  to  buoy 

up  the  lives  of  these  aimless  ones  into  better,  more  promising, 

more  hopeful  or  more  helpful  purposes,  our  labors  have  not 

been  vainly  expended.    Furthermore,  we  are  assured  of  Divine 

assistance  in  that  '^  He  taketh  up  the  simple  out  of  the  dust ; 

and  lifteth  the  poor  out  of  the  mire." 

JAMES  CARLTON  CARSON, 

Superintendent. 
SYRACtJSB,  December  17,  1901. 
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APPENDIX. 


By-Laws  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 

Minded  Children. 


ARTICLE  I. 
Of  the  Managers. 
The  managers  shall  have  the  general  direction  and  control  of 
all  the  property  and  concerns  of  the  institution,  not  otherwise 
provided  for  by  law,  and  shall  take  charge  of  its  general  inter- 
ests, maintain  an  effective  inspection  of  the  affairs  and  manage- 
ment of  the  institution,  and  see  that  its  general  designs  be 
carried  into  effect,  and  everything  done  faithfully  according  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  by-laws,  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  institution.  They  shall  receive  no  compensa- 
tion for  their  services,  but  shall  be  paid  their  actual  and  reason- 
able traveling  and  other  expenses,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer 
on  the  rendering  of  their  accounts. 

ARTICLE  11. 
Meetings  of  the  Board. 
The  regular  meetings  of  the  board  shall  be  held  semi-annually 
at  the  institution,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  May  and  the 
second  Wednesday  of  October,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 
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ARTICLE  III. 
Of  Elections. 
At  the  meeting  in  October  in  each  and  every  year,  the  officers 
of  the  board,  who  shall  be  a  permanent  chairman  to  preside  in 
the  absence  of  the  governor,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  an  ex- 
ecutive committee,  consisting  of  three  of  the  managers,  shall  be 
chosen  by  ballot. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
Of  the  Order  of  Bu%mes8. 
At  the  regular  meetings  of  the  board,  the  order  of  business 
shall  be  as  follows: 

1.  Reading  the  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

2.  Report  of  the  executive  committee. 

3.  Report  of  the  treasurer. 

4.  Report  of  the  superintendent. 

5.  Reports  of  special  committees. 

6.  Resolutions. 

7.  Miscellaneous  business. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Of  the  Execuiive  Committee. 
The  executive  committee  shall  meet  at  the  institution  on  the 
first  Monday  of  every  month,  at  such  an  hour  as  they  may  from 
time  to  time  appoint.  They  shall  have  the  general  charge  of  the 
interests  of  the  institution  in  all  matters  which  may  arise  be- 
tween the  meetings  of  the  board;  shall  see  that  all  resolutions 
of  the  managers  are  promptly  carried  into  effect;  shall  audit  the 
bills  of  expenditures  and  certify  them  for  payment  by  the  treas- 
urer, "  and  examine  and  verify  the  quarterly  and  annual  state- 
ments of  the  treasurer's  accounts  and  certify  their  corrections 
to  the  managers  at  their  annual  meetings."    (§  66.)    They  shall^ 
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in  connection  with  the  superintendent,  act  upon  the  reception 
and  dismissal  of  pupils.  They  shall  keep  regular  minutes  of 
their  proceedings  in  a  book  prepared  for  that  purpose  and  kept 
in  the  institution,  and  present  the  same  at  the  meetings  of  the 
board,  and  they  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
delegated  to  them  by  the  board.  They  shall  have  the  power 
of  calling  extra  meetings  of  the  board.  They  shall  prepare  the 
annual  report  and  submit  the  same  for  the  approbation  of  the 
board  at  its  meeting  in  October. 

ARTICLE  VL 

Of  the  Secretary. 

The  secretary  shall  keep  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 

board,  and  record  them  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and 

shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  board  shall  assign  him. 

He  shall  also  notify  the  managers  of  all  meetings  of  the  board. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
Of  the  Treasurer, 
The  treasurer  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  moneys,  bonds^ 
notes,  mortgages  and  other  securities  and  obligations  belonging 

0 

to  the  institution;  collect  all  moneys  due,  and  receive  all  appro* 
priations,  gifts  and  legacies  made  or  bequeathed  to  the  institu- 
tion, i^nd  deposit  the  same  in  some  safe  bank;  he  shall  pay  all 
debts  and  bills  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  executive  committee^ 
and  keep  full  and  accurate  accounts  of  all  his  collections,  re- 
ceipts and  payments.  He  shall  render  to  the  executive  com- 
mittee a  quarterly  statement  of  his  receipts  and  payments; 
balance  his  books  of  account  annually,  on  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, and  within  three  days  thereafter  make  and  deliver  to  said 
committee  a  statement  of  such  balance,  and  an  abstract  of  all 
the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  past  year.    (§  66.) 
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youth  of  the  State  not  provided  for  in  any  of  its  other  educa- 
tional institutions.  Those  only  will,  therefore,  be  received  into 
the  institution  who  are  of  a  proper  school-attending  age,  and  i 

for  such  periods  of  time  as  shall,  in  the  estimation  of  the  board 
of  trustees,  suffice  to  impart  ail  the  education  practicable  in 
each  particular  case,  and  in  conformity  with  the  regulations 
hereinafter  specified. 

Children  between  the  ages  of  7  and  14,  who  are  feeble-minded, 
or  so  deficient  in  intelligence  as  to  be  incapable  of  being  edu- 
<!ated  at  any  ordinary  school,  and  who  are  not  epileptic,  para- 
lyzed, helpless,  insane  or  greatly  deformed,  may  be  admitted  by 
the  superintendent,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  executive 
-committee.  Applications  in  behalf  of  others  shall  be  referred 
to  the  action  of  the  board  of  managers. 

The  parents  or  next  friends  of  those  in  whose  behalf  applica- 
tions are  made  for  admission  as  pupils,  shall  make  answers  in 
writing  to  such  questions  as  the  superintendent  and  committee 
shall  prescribe.  They  shall,  moreover,  if  of  suiBcient  ability, 
engage  to  pay  such  reasonable  sum  for  the  education  and  sup- 
port of  the  pupils,  and  to  furnish  them  with  such  proper  cloth- 
ing while  in  the  institution,  as  shall  be  stipulated  by  the  super- 
intendent, and  they  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  bound  to  receive  them 
back  when  required,  free  of  expense  to  the  institution.  But  no 
feeble-minded  pupils  shall  be  received  into  the  institution  with- 
out there  shall  have  been  first  lodged,  with  the  superintendent 
thereof,  a  request  to  that  effect,  under  the  hand  of  the  person  by 
whose  direction  he  is  sent,  stating  the  age,  and  place  of  nativity, 
if  known,  of  the  feeble-minded  one,  his  Christian  and  surname, 
the  town,  or  city,  and  county  in  which  they  severally  reside,  the 
ability  or  otherwise  of  the  pupil,  his  parents  or  guardians,  to 
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provide  for  his  support,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  if  in  part  only, 
in  what  part;  and  the  degree  of  relationship,  or  other  circum- 
stance of  connection  between  him  and  the  person  requesting  his 
admission,  which  statement  shall  be  verified  in  writing,  by  the 
oath  of  two  disinterested  persons,  residents  of  the  same  county 
with  the  feeble-minded  one,  acquainted  with  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances so  stated,  and  certified  to  be  creditable  by  the 
"County  judge  of  the  same  county.  And  no  feeble-minded  pupil 
shall  be  received  into  said  institution  unless  the  county  judge 
of  the  county  liable  for  his  support  shall  certify  that  such  pupil 
is  an  eligible  and  proper  candidate  for  admission  to  said  institu- 
tion as  aforesaid,  provided,  however,  that  feeble-minded  pupils 
may  be  received  into  said  institution  upon  the  application  there- 
for signed  officially  by  any  county  superintendent  of  the  poor,  or 
tj  the  commissioners  of  charity  of  any  of  the  cities  of  this  State 
where  such  commissioners  exist.    (§  68.) 

The  State  pupils  in  the  institution  will  be  selected  in  equal 
numbers,  as  far  as  may  be,  from  each  judicial  district,  from 
those  whose  parents  or  guardians  are  unable  to  provide  for  their 
support  therein. 

The  State  pupils  will  be  expected  to  come  to  the  institution 
provided  with  a  supply  of  neat  and  substantial  clothing  for  the 
first  six  months,  after  which  period  the  clothing  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  institution,  at  the  expense  of  the  respective  coun- 
ties of  which  they  are  residents,  as  in  the  case  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  the  blind  institutions  of  the  State. 

A  bond  will  be  required  in  all  cases,  except  the  case  of  a 
State  pux>il,  to  insure  the  removal  of  the  pupil  free  of  expense 
to  the  institution. 
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All  pupils  will  be  received  upon  trial  for  one  month,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  a  report  upon  the  case  will  be  made  to  the 
parents  or  parties  sending  them. 

The  education  furnished  by  the  institution  will  include  not 
only  the  simpler  elements  of  instruction  usually  taught  in  com- 
mon schools,  where  that  is  practicable,  but  will  embrace  a  I 
course  of  training  in  the  more  practical  matters  of  every-day 
life,  the  cultivation  of  habits  of  decency,  propriety,  self-manage- 
ment and  self-reliance,  and  the  development  and  enlargement 
of  a  capacity  for  useful  occupation. 

There  shall  be  a  vacation  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  board,  at  which  period 
all  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  institution  by  the  parents 
or  guardians,  if  required  by  the  superintendent. 

By-laws  can  only  be  altered  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board 
by  a  majority  of  the  whole  board. 
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Ex  Oflicio  Manager. 
Hon.  CHARLES  R.  SKINNER,  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction, 

Permanent  Chairman. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  FREDERICK  D.  HUNTINGTON, 

S.  T.  D.,  LL.  D.,  D.  C.  L. 


Secretary. 
Mrs.  CHARLES  E.  CROUSE. 


Treasurer. 
ALFRED  WILKINSON. 


Executive  Committee. 

Mflj.  ALVA  W.  PALMER.  WILBER  S.  PECK,  Esq. 

Hon.  W.  W.  CHENEY. 


OFFICERS. 


SupeHniendenL 
JAMES  C.  CARSON,  M.  D. 

Matron. 
Miss  ALVIRA   E.   WOOD. 

Steward. 
WM.  B.  FARRINGTON. 

Medical  Assistant. 
ROBERT  MASON,  M.  1). 

Assistant  Matrons. 
Miss  LOUISE  C.  RICHARDS.  Mrs.  A.  W.  LOSKY 

HoiLsekeeper. 
Miss  ALICE  M.  PALMER. 

Teachers. 
Mrs.  EMILY  P.  WILBUR.         Miss  CORNELIA  E.  DEUEL. 
Miss  SARAH  P.  YOUNG.         Miss  FLORENCE  M.  STAGEY. 
Mrs.  M.  ELIZABETH  COOK.  Miss  MAY  E.  GAFFEY. 
Mrs.  OLIVE  M.  SAWTELLE.  Miss  K.  FEATHERSTONE. 
Miss  MARY  F.  COZZENS.      Miss  JENNIE  L.  CLARK. 

Miss  ADA  r.  WIDDRINGTON. 

Stenographer. 
Miss  JULIA   E.  CHURCH. 

Bookkeeper, 
DEVERE  E.  SMITH. 

Storekeeper. 
NORELL  E.  SMITH. 


State  of  New  York 


No.  6. 


IN    ASSEMBLY, 


Fbbbuabt  17,  1903. 


FIFTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THB 


Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for 

Feeble-Minded  Children. 


To  the  Jjegialature  of  the  State  of  Neuo  York: 

Agreeably  to  the  proyisions  of  the  act  establishing  this  in- 
stitution, the  undersigned  managers  respectfully  submit  this 
their  fifty-second  annual  report: 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1, 1901 |2,090  08 

Receipts  from  State  appropriations  during  fiscal 

year 80,600  00 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. .         9,027  75 
Receipts  from  pay  cases,  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 2,052  44 
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Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop f 8  80 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 725  43 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 102  09 

Receipts  from  other  sources 1  82 

Total 194,508  41 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  account  of  maintenance f 92,883  21 

Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  572,  Laws   of 

1899 434  70 

Balance  in  bank  October  1, 1902 1,190  50 


Total 194,508  41 


CLASSIFIED   SUMMARY   OF   EXPENDITURES. 

On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1902: 

Salaries  of  officers  and  teachers* f  13,961  27 

Wages  and  labor* 27,980  17 

Expenses  of  officers  and  managers 88  27 

Provisions 23,245  60 

Household  stores 3,018  96 

Clothing 3,860  67 

Fuel  and  lights 10,001  61 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 696  56 

Shop,  farm  and  garden 5,525  08 

'Includes  |3»112.93  expended  for  salaries  and  wages  of  employes  engaged  in 
anufacture  of  and  repairs  to  clothing  and  heretofore  charged  to  account  of 
Mng. 
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Ordinary  repairs |1,377  26 

Transportation  of  inmates 68  07 

Miscellaneous 3,060  79 

Total 192,883  21 

ASSETS  SEPTEMBER  30,  1902. 

Balance  in  cash Jl,190  50 

Due  from  individuals  for  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 333  77 

Due  from  counties  for  clothing 680  00 

Total  assets ?2,204  27 


The  foregoing  exhibit  presents  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  institution  for  the  year,  in  the  customary  form.  The 
receipts,  f 80,600,  from  the  direct  appropriation  for  maintenance 
were  the  same  in  amount  as  for  the  previous  year.  Those  shown 
from  other  sources,  aggregating  911,918.33,  were  transferred  by 
the  treasurer  to  the  Comptroller,  in  compliance  with  the  law  of 
1S99,  at  the  end  of  each  month  as  collected.  To  restore  prob- 
able receipts  from  such  income,  an  appropriation  of  |12,000  was 
made  in  the  annual  supply  bill,  of  which  amount  only  fll,483.63 
was  returned  for  use,  leaving  a  balance  of  f434.70  in  the  State 
treasury,  which  appears  under  the  table  of  ^^  Disbursements." 

The  total  cost  of  maintenance,  as  presented  under  the  table  of 
"  Expenditures,"  shows  an  increase  of  about  |2,400  over  that 
of  the  year  1901.  This  table  shows  a  decrease  in  only  two  items, 
those  of  ^^ household  stores"  and  ^^ hospital  and  medical  sup- 
plies," the  increased  items  of  expenditure  being  chiefly  in  sal- 
aries, wages,  clothing  and  miscellaneous,  others  being  immaterial. 


8  [ASSBMBLY 

The  increase  in  salaries  and  wages  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
new  schedule  was  not  put  into  operation  until  January  1,  1901, 
and  therefore  included  but  nine  months  of  the  previous  fiscal 
year. 

The  direct  appropriation  for  maintenance  during  the  present 
fiscal  year  is  but  |79,000,  a  reduction  of  fl,000  from  last  year, 
and  we  fear  will  prove  a  scant  allowance.  The  managers  are  of 
the  opinion  that  appropriations  should  be  reasonably  liberal,  for 
in  case  of  accidents  or  contingencies  requiring  any  unusual 
expenditure  a  close  allowance  might  be  followed  by  serious 
embarrassment.  We  think  it  would  be  a  better  and  a  wiser 
policy  to  appropriate  sufficient  funds  to  have  an  excess  of  a  few 
thousand  dollars,  rather  than  be  compelled  to  suffer  from  a  laok 
of  a  corresponding  amount.  For  the  above  reason,  and  for  the 
further  one  of  the  general  advance  in  the  cost  of  commodities, 
the  managers  will  request  of  the  incoming  Legislature  a  main- 
tenance appropriation  of  |84,000  for  the  ensuing  year. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  it  was  also  voted  to  request 
special  appropriations  for  the  following  necessary  purposes:  For 
drillinfT  a  well  and  providing  a  new  water  supply  at  the  Fair- 
mount  farm;  for  lowering  the  windows  and  improving  the  ven- 
tilation in  the  third  floor  of  the  south  wing;  for  extending  the 
stone-wall  fence  on  Orand  avenue;  for  continuing  improvements 
in  the  plumbing  and  drainage  systems  in  the  institution,  and  for 
establishing  a  new  and  modem  telephone  system  among  the  vari- 
ous buildings. 

The  Fairmount  farm  cottage  and  property  have  been  sup- 
plied, for  several  years  past,  by  a  well  which  is  in  close  prox- 
imity to  the  farm  buildings  and  stables.  The  water  supply 
from  this  well  has  proved  ample  and  unfailing;  but,  for  several 
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Quccessive  yean,  cases  of  typhoid  fever  developed  among  the 
occupants  of  the  farm.  The  water  was  finally  found  contami- 
nated with  the  colon  bacilli  and  condemned  for  drinking  pur- 
poses; so  that,  for  the  past  three  years,  we  have  been  obliged 
to  haul  there  in  cans,  daily,  all  the  water  used  for  drinking. 
Two  years  ago  an  effort  was  made  to  obtain  permission  to  secure 
a  water  supply  by  tapping  the  Syracuse-Skaneateles  main  about 
one  mile  distant;  but  this  was  refused,  owing  to  x>ossible  legal 
complications.  Last  year  a  further  effort  was  made  to  gain 
permission  to  take  water  at  the  Solvay  village  pump-house,  also 
about  a  mile  distant;  but,  owing  to  what  was  believed  an  al- 
ready inadequate  supply  for  the  village,  this  request  was  also 
refused.  The  only  recourse  left,  therefore,  seems  to  be  the 
one  proposed  —  to  put  down  another  well.  If  the  means  are 
provided,  this  will  be  done  next  year  on  higher  ground  and  at 
a  point  more  remote  from  the  buildings.  For  this  purpose, 
it  is  believed  fSOO  will  be  sufficient  to  put  down  the  well  to 
a  depth  of  150  feet,  if  necessary,  provide  the  windmill,  and  lay 
the  supply  pipe  to  the  buildings. 

In  the  construction  of  the  south  wing,  the  third  or  upper 
floor  was  finished  off  into  rooms  for  employees.  Unfortunately, 
the  windows  were  put  in  high  above  the  floor  and  about  half 
the  usual  size.  On  the  west  or  long  side,  these  windows  were 
set  out  from  the  roof,  and  so  high  up  from  the  floor  that  they 
can  be  reached  only  by  step-ladders;  and,  being  of  such  small 
size,  egress  from  them  in  case  of  fire  would  be  very  difficult  and 
in  the  winter  season  dangerous.  Furthermore,  by  reason  of 
the  small  size  of  these  windows,  the  rooms  are  all  insufferably 
hot  and  stifiing  during  the  summer  season,  from  lack  of  means 
of  proper  ventilation.    To  correct  these  conditions  by  enlarging 
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and  lowering  the  windows,  a  moderate  appropriation  will  be 
requested. 

The  amount  which  was  heretofore  estimated  fon  extending  the 
Btone-wall  fence  on  Gifand  avenue  was  f 3,000,  and  the  need  of  it 
was  fully  explained  in  our  reports  of  the  last  two  years,  as  fol- 
lows: ^^  The  importance  of  the  second  item,  the  extension  and 
completion  of  the  stone-wall  fence  on  Grand  avenue,  is  appa- 
rent at  once  to  the  observer,  upon  an  inspection  of  the  prem- 
ises. The  present  walled  fence  now  extends  from  Burnet  park 
along  Wilbur  avenue  and  Delaware  street  to  Grand  avenue 
and  about  one-third  of  the  distance  on  that  avenue,  where  it 
ends  abruptly  and  to  which  point  it  was  built  some  years 
ago." 

By  the  Legislature  of  1901,  an  appropriation  of  f  6,546.50  was 
granted,  upon  recommendation  of  the  State  Architect,  for  im- 
provements in  plumbing.  This  amount  was  granted  the  year 
previous  for  the  erection  of  a  central  bath-house;  but  upon 
more  mature  consideration  the  project  was  abandoned  as  being 
not  altogether  practicable.  The  sum  mentioned  was,  therefore, 
reappropriated  for  plumbing  improvements  and  with  the  intent 
to  substitute  shower  baths  in  the  place  of  the  tubs  now  in  use, 
as  far  as  possible.  In  accordance  with  this  plan,  a  contract 
has  been  made  for  a  new  and  larger  hot-water  heater  at  the 
boiler-house;  for  changing  the  entire  plumbing  at  the  girls' 
building  and  providing  it  with  a  system  of  shower  baths.  This 
work  is  now  in  progress,  and  it  is  hoped  to  extend  the  system 
throughout  the  buildings  as  rapidly  as  sufficient  appropriations 
can  be  obtained. 

The  present  telephone  system  in  operation  throughout  the 
buildings  was  instituted  nearly  eighteen  years  ago,  an  annual 
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rental  being  paid  for  the  use  of  the  instruments.  It  is  entirely 
oat  of  date;  mnch  of  the  time  oat  of  order;  and,  at  its  best, 
furnishes  a  very  unsatisfactory  service.  An  appropriation  will 
be  requested  to  establish  a  better  and  more  modern  system, 
one  over  which  the  institution  will  possess  ownership  and 
control. 

By  the  Legislature  of  1901,  an  appropriation  of  |2,800  was 
granted  for  improving  the  steam  heating  system.  At  the  pres- 
ent writing,  only  a  small  portion  of  this  amount  has  been  ex- 
pended, and  that  for  needed  repairs  to  the  engine  and  boilers. 
A  contract  has  been  made  for  putting  in  a  new  and  larger  high 
pressure  steam  main  to  the  boys'  building,  the  work  upon  which 
is  nearly  completed.  Other  improvements  are  also  under  con- 
sideration, and  it  is  hoped  will  be  effected,  the  amount  being 
ample  for  all  purposes  contemplated. 

By  the  Legislature  of  1902,  appropriations  of  11,200,  11,800, 
and  f  1,000,  were  respectively  made  for  iron  stairways  in  the 
main  building;  for  a  renewal  of  the  laundry  machinery;  and 
*'  for  the  salary  of  a  teacher  of  Sloyd,  and  for  benches,  tools  and 
appliances  for  establishing  the  Sloyd  system  of  manual 
training." 

For  the  iron  stairways  plans  and  specifications  have  been  pre- 
pared  by  the  State  Architect,  but  this  work  must  necessarily 
be  deferred  until  the  vacation  season  next  summer,  when  the 
use  of  the  dormitories  on  the  fourth  floor  can  be  temporarily 
suspended. 

The  renewal  of  the  laundry  machinery  is  now  under  consid- 
eration, and  it  is  hoped  a  contract  for  it  can  be  made  at  an 
earlv  date. 
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By  the  money  appropriated  for  Sloyd,  tools  and  material  have 
been  purchased  and  a  teacher  has  been  engaged,  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation  being  sufficient  to  establish  the  depart- 
ment  and  place  it  under  efficient  operation. 

During  the  past  year,  many  eligible  applications  have  been 
deferred  admission  for  lack  of  accommodation;  and  at  the  Sep- 
tember meeting  of  the  board,  the  managers,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  waiting  list,  felt  compelled  to  direct  the  removal  of  a  class 
of  the  older  and  unteachable  boys  to  the  almshouses.  This 
was  done  with  reluctance,  and  not  until  it  was  learned  that  the 
male  departments  of  the  asylum  at  Rome  were  full  and  unable 
to  receive  transfers.  We  are  pleased  to  state,  however,  that 
arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  transfer  to  that  institu- 
tion of  about  thirty  girls;  and  as  soon  as  this  is  accomplished, 
all  eligible  applications  for  girls  on  the  waiting  list  will  be 
promptly  accepted,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  relief  thus  prom- 
ised will  be  sufficient  to  permit  the  admission  of  girls,  as  appli- 
cations are  received,  throughout  the  present  school  year. 

In  accordance  with  chapter  252,  Laws  of  1902,  a  majority  of 
the  managers  of  each  of  the  State  charitable  institutions  are 
required  to  visit  and  inspect  the  institutions  monthly,  and  to 
report  upon  the  same  in  duplicate  to  the  Governor,  and  to  the 
State  Board  of  Charities.  As  soon  as  the  managers  of  this  in- 
stitution were  apprised  of  this  law,  a  meeting  was  called  and 
the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month  was  decided  upon  as  the 
regular  day  of  visitation  for  the  purposes  designated.  Since 
that  time,  this  board  has  met  regularly  on  the  day  appointed; 
visited  and  inspected  the  institution  and  made  the  reports  in 
compliance  with  the  law's  requirements. 
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It  is  with  pleasure  the  board  again  expresses  its  satisfaction 
with  the  work  of  the  superintendent  and  his  subordinates  dur- 
ing another  year.  Through  their  combined  efforts,  the  unfor- 
tupate  ones  committed  to  our  keeping  have,  as  far  as  possible, 
been  made  happy,  contented  and  useful;  the  purposes  of  the 
institution,  as  we  have  observed,  the  training  and  education  of 
the  feeble-minded,  being  at  all  times  well  conducted  and  pro- 
gressively maintained. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

•  F.  D.  HUNTINGTON, 
W.  S.  PECK, 
PATRICK  A.   LUDDEN, 
A.  W.  PALMER, 
W.  W.  CHENEY, 
ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE, 
LEWIS  F.  WEAVER. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer. 


Alfred  Wilkinson,  treasurer  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 

for  Feeble-Minded  Children^  in  current  account  with  the  Statk  of 

New  York  for  cash  received  and  expended  for  the  general  supplies 

and  salaries  and  wa^es  of  officers^  teachers^  attendants  and  employes 

of  said  institution^  etc.,  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1902. 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1901 |2,090  08 

State  appropriations  for  maintenance 91,983  63 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils . .  9,027  75 
Receipts   from   pay  cases,  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 2,052  44 

Receipts  from  sale  of  production  of  shop  8  80 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 725  43 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 102  09 

Receipts  from  miscellaneous  sources 1  82 

Total $105,902  04 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 
Warrants   of  executive   committee  for   month   of 

October,  1901 16,758  96 

Warrants  of  executive   committee   for   month   of 

November,  1901 8,712  82 

Warrants  of  executive   committee  for   month   of 

December,  1901 8,777  08 

« 

Warrants  of  executive   committee   for   month   of 

January,  1902 8,262  80 

Warrants  of  executive   committee   for   month   of 

February,  1902  . 8,004  59 

Warrants  of  executive   committee  for   month   of 

March,  1902 9,009  29 

Warrants  of  executive   committee   for   month   of 

April,  1902 7,699  77 

Warrants  of  executive   committee  for  month   of 

May,  1902 7,676  07 

Warrants  of  executive   committee   for   month   of 

June,  1902 7,697  24 

W^arrants  of  executive   committee   for   month   of 

July,  1902 6,579  17 

Warrants  of  executive   committee   for   month   of 

August,  1902 6,077  22 

Warrants  of  executive   committee   for   month   of 

September,  1902 7,628  20 

192,883  21 
Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  580,  Laws  of  1899,  11,918  33 
Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1902 1,190  60 

Total 1105,992  04 
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There  was  receiyed  and  expended  under  special  appropriations, 

chapter  708,  Laws  of  1901,  and  chapter  594,  Laws  of  1902,  as 
follows: 

Appropriation  for  improving  the  heating  system, 
chapter  708,  Laws  of  1901,  cash  received  from 

Comptroller  August  5,  1902 J142  39 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 142  39 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended ^2,657  61 

Appropriation  for  Sloyd,  chapter  594,  Laws  of  1902, 

cash  received  from  Comptroller  June  3,  1902 (303  85 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 303  86 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended  |696  15 

Appropriation  for  brick  corridor,  chapter  708,  Laws 
of  1901,  cash  received  from  Comptroller  Decem- 
ber 13,  1901 |39  50 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 39  50 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended |6  84 


RECAPITULATION. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1902. 
Improving  the  heating  system,  chapter  708,  Laws  of 

1901 |142  39 

Sloyd,  chapter  594,  Laws  of  1902 303  85 

Brick  corridor,  chapter  708,  Laws  of  1901 39  50 


9485  74 
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Bpecial  nnexpended  appropriations^  chapter  708,  Laws  of  1901 ; 
chapter  594,  Laws  of  1902,  and  chapter  410,  Laws  of  1902: 

Installing  watchman's  clock  system |800  00 

Improvements  to  plumbing,  etc 6,546  60 

Improving  heating  system 2,657  61 

Lanndry  machinefy 1,800  00 

Iron  stairways 1,200  00 

Sloyd 696  15 


GETTLFifcaP- — Id  a/wo?<lafl'*'  wftb  tLe  r^.^r*-- _>--■:*  of  tbe 
law.  »d4  Trrjr  *<(ear«L  I  b^ei^  k^re  U'  F-j*ri.'T  tb*^  f(C<»w:r^  re7->rt- 
«tbn>:*fiiir  jrtatijr^:^«  and  orb**  ir-anfTs  eorji*^f^  wfth  the 
adrr.irj>'^rar;on  of  tL**  a^asr*  of  tLe  ia*T:r^T:^»n  for  t^.^  fisical  jipar 

MOVE3IE>T  OF  THE  POPrLATIOy. 

Prtf^jKmrt  at  th^  l>e$rinniiig  of  the  i-^r. . .  269  253  522 

Al>«ent  on  vacation   S  7  15 

Hin^:^  ai];fiitfed 42  29  71 

R^radirifttM] 2  2  4 

Total  for  the  rear 321  201  612 


T>jii/,'harg#.'d 30  17  56 

IMed 7  3  10 

Vremmt  at  the  clone  of  year 2W  263  527 

Absent  on  vacation 11  S  19 

Total  on  the  roHff 275  271  546 

Arerajre  daily  attendanee 261  25f<  519 


c 
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Total  number  of  weeks'  board  famished  to  the 
pnpils f27,062 

Total  cost  of  maintenaiice  and  instmction  of 
pupils,  including  all  expenses,  except  clothing. .     985,909  61 

Cost  of  clothing 6,973  60 

Total  cost 192,883  21 


Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruc- 
tion of  pupils |3  17 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing 3  43 

Yearly  per  capita  cost 178  97 


The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died 
during  the  year: 

Chorea,  acute 1 

Croup 1 

Pneumonia 2 

Morbus  coxae 1 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 3 

Meningitis 2 

10 


HOSPITAL  BECOBD  OF  DISEASES  TREATED. 

Abscess 10 

Anaemia 2 

Bronchitis,  acute 16 

Bum 3 

Ohillblains ; 1 
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Chorea,  acute 1 

Contusion 1 

Concussion  of  the  brain 1 

Conjunctivitis 9 

Croup 2 

Debility 5 

Diarrhoea 5 

Diphtheria 12 

Dysmenorrhoea ^    1 

Eczema,  acute 3 

Endocarditis,  chronic 2 

Epilepsy 3 

Erythema  nodosum 1 

EHiruncle 1 

Gastritis,  acute 25 

Hernia 1 

Hysteria 2 

Ingrowing  toenail 1 

Impetigo  contagiosa 6 

Iritis 1 

Keratitis 1 

Laryngitis 2 

Mania,  acute 1 

Meningitis 1 

Morbus  coxalgia 1 

Mumps 8 

Necrosis  of  bone 1 

Neuralgia 1 

"rhoea 2 

phimosis 1 
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PhimosiH 1 

Phthisis  pnlmonalis 3 

Pneumonia 6 

Ringworm (J 

Sprain 1 

Tonsillitis 5 

Typhoid  fever 5 

Ulcers  .     5 

Varicella 13 

Wounds 3 

Unclassified 43 


OPERATIONS. 

Amputation,  toe 1 

Circumcision 1 

Excision,  tonsils 2 

Removal,  tumor 2 

Removal,  ingrowing  toenail 1 


The  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pupils  by  coun- 
ties for  the  year : 


Remain-  Ad-  DU-  Banudn- 

ing  Sept.  80,        mitted.    charged,    ing  Sept.  A), 


Albany  .  .   . 

•> 

AUeganv  .  . 
Broome  .  .  . 
CattaraugtiH 
Cayuga  .  .  . 
Chautauqua 


n. 

180S. 

• 

> 

18 

4 

9 

20 

7     .. 

>        •        •        ■        «                           9        1 

7 

7     .. 

1 

6 

4      .. 

1       •        •       •        •                           • 

4 

7 

1 

1 

7 

11     . 

5 

6 
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Ghemnng 
Chenango 
Clinton  .  , 


Columbia 
Cortland 
Delaware 
Dutchess 


Erie 


Essex 


Genesee 


Greene 


Herkimer 
Jefferson 


Kings 
Lewis 


Livingston 
Madison  .  . 


Monroe 


Montgomery 
Nassau  .... 


New  York 
Niagara  .  . 
Oneida  .  . 
Onondaga 
Ontario  .  , 
Orange  .  . 
Orleans  .  . 
vego  .  . 


Remain-  Ad.  Di»-  Remain- 

ing Sept.  80,        raitted.    charged.    ingSept.SOt 
1001.  1909. 


19  . 

19 

2  . 

2 

5  . 

6 

10 

2  . 

12 

2  . 

2 

4 

1  . 

6 

7  . 

1 

6 

43 

6 

7 

42 

2  . 

■ 

2 

2  . 

2 

2  . 

2 

3 

1  . 

4 

4  . 

4 

33 

11 

5 

39 

5 

1 

2 

4 

4  . 

•  .  .  I  •    • 

4 

8  . 

1 

7 

31 

1 

3 

29 

7 

1 

2 

6 

1  . 

•   ■   «   •   •         • 

1 

70 

16 

10 

76 

7 

1 

2 

6 

28 

1 

3 

26 

30 

4 

1 

33 

9 

3 

1 

11 

7 

3 

1 

9 

1 

1  . 

2 

6 

2 

1 

6 
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Otsego 

Queens 

Rensselaer  .  . 
Richmond  .  . 
Rockland  .  .  . 
St.  Lawrence 
Saratoga  .  .  . 
Schenectady  . 
Schoharie  .  . 
Schuyler  .  .  .. 
Seneca  


Steuben 
Suffolk  . 


Sullivan 


Tioga  .  .  . 
Tompkins 
Ulster  .  . 


Warren 


Washington 
Wayne  .... 
Westchester 


Wyoming 
Yates  .  .  . 


State  of  New  York 


Remain- 
ing 8ept  80, 
1901. 

Ad. 
mlttad. 

cbarged. 

BmuUn- 

ing  Sept.  80, 

1008. 

U 

2 

2 

14 

4 

2 

2 

4 

17 

1 

1 

17 

• 

2     .. 

1  .  *  •  . 

1 

1 

5     .. 

1  *  «  ■  * 

6 

6 

1 

2 

6 

4     .. 

1  *  .  •  • 

4 

3     .. 

1  ■  •  ■  . 

2 

1 

1     .. 

>  .  .  ■  . 

1 

2     .. 

1    .     •    a     . 

2 

3     .. 

.... 

3 

8 

1 

9 

1     .. 

•     .     .     * 

1 

5     .. 

.     ■     *     . 

5 

8 

1 

1 

8 

7     .. 

•          •          ■          • 

2 

5 

13 

3 

1 

15 

3     .. 

•      •      •      • 

3 

3     .. 

•      •      •      • 

3 

5 

1 

1 

6 

11 

2 

1 

12 

3     .. 

•      •      •      • 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2     .. 

.... 

1 

1 

Totals 


537 


75 


66 


546 
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The  matron  presents  the  following  report  of  work  done  during' 
the  school  hours  by  the  sewing  classes,  one  of  boys  and  three  of 

girls,  and  by  the  classes  at  tailoring,  hosemaking  and  shoe- 
making: 

BOYS'  LIST. 

« 

Shirts 32 

Neckties 138 

Handkerchiefs 801 

Towels'. 228 

Work  aprons 23 

Collars 6 

Sheets 31 

Bibs 304 

Blankets  rehemmed 4 

Pillow  covers 132 

Holders 7 

Suspenders,  pairs 72 

Door  mats 12 

Puzzles  sawed 81 

Roller  towels 68 

Names  on  garments 112 

LIST  OF  BOYS'  TAILORING  CLASS. 

Suits •. 179 

Coats 97 

Trousers 154 

Vests 8 

Overalls 41 

Shirts 4 

Coats  relined 5 
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OIBLS'  LIST. 

Sheets i 408 

Dresses 518 

Shirt  waists 20 

Handkerchiefs 085 

Nightgowns 210 

Aprons 70 

Collars : 203 

Bibs 12 

Dresses  made  over 74 

Wrappers  restitched  48 

Pillow  covers 177 

Meat  covers 3 

Skirts 11 

Table  covers ^ . . .  16 

Towels 396 

Dish  cloths 42 

Wash  cloths 5 

Dust  cloths 9 

Napkins 249 

SusfienderSy  pairs 39 

Handkerchief  Sy  hemstitched 9 

Towels,  hemstitched 14 

Extra  buttonholes 31 


Besides  a  large  amonnt  of  crocheting,  embroidery  and  other 
fancy  work. 
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CLAS8  AT  HOSEMAKING. 

Boys'  hose^  pairs U46 

Girls'  hose,  pairs 512 

And  all  of  the  mending. 

CLASS  AT  SHOEMAKING. 

Shoes,  new,  pairs 54 

Shoes  repaired,  pairs 4,087 

And  the  repairing  of  harness. 

LIST  OF  GIRLS'  BUILDING  KINDERGARTEN  (LASS. 

Puzzles 1 

Napkins (52 

Kindergarten  baskets 2 

Wash  cloths 12 

Laundry  holders 8 

Towels 6 

Pillow  cover,  hemstitched 1 

LIST  OP  CLASS  AT  GIRLS'  BUILDING. 

Nightdresses 87 

Laundry  holders 2j)2 

Aprons 80 

Drawers 65 

Bands 863 

Towels 97 

Dressing  sacks 8 

Dresses 143 

kins 108 

w  covers ; 205 
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Dresser  covers 2 

Boilers 4 

Pillow  covers,  hemstitched 2 

Undervests  restitched 45 

Pants  restitched 14 

Underwaists 100 

Skirts 66 

Sheets 66 

Shirtwaists 7 

Broom  covers 3 

Laundry  bags 2 

Mattress  covers 33 

Handkerchiefs 87 

Names  on  garments 956 

Garters,  pairs 214 

Blankets  hemmed 29 

New  sleeves,  extra,  pairs 394 

Table  cloths 3 

Bibs 52 

Blouse  waists 2 

Curtains,  pairs  . 2 

Dish  cloths 38 

Extra  buttonholes 3,581 

And  a  very  large  amount  of  mending. 

The  steward  reports  the  following  as  the  products  of  the  farm 
and  garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1902: 

Apples,  bushels 154 

Asparagus,  bunches 4,855 

Beans,  butter,  bushels 88 


r 

K^a»»«  l.zxau  bvsbeis 28 

B^^mSL  9fiTZDfL  twtfflwlB €5 

»**<.  carraflK.  mMndi 496 


hoslK-lft €2 

Beets,  saudn,  bwlnels &;9 

B«9ipu,  tarn,  boAels 70^> 

Caf#tia^#^  fa^ada SJIO 

Caatiflr/ver,  iKads 306 

Canaata,  red,  qoarts 290 

Cafraatfl,  white*  quarts 86 

Cora,  sweec  bo»hel» 2Mi 

Cora*  4ear,  limsliels 360 

C€pm  f  odder,  tons. %\ 

CaoimbcTS,  bothoose,  dozen 198 

Caeombeniy  piekKn^ 12,440 

OuTots.  bmielies 780 

Carrots,  Umg  imuige«  bnxfaels 135 

Cam/tn,  white,  bnjih^lfi 260 

<^*arrr#ti».  farm,  hunh^ln 100 

^  vi*>ry.  h«^dii 5,000 

i'ht-mt^.  qnarts 32 

^'fii^-k^'D,  iKinnds 205 

Knffila|^e«  tons 90 

KgKS,  dozen 806 

HitimeherrieBy  quarts 203 

Hay,  tons 247 

Horseradish,  bnshels 4 

f>'ttnre.  bf^s 1494 

Milk,  quarts 128^403 
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Oats,  bushels 900 

Onions,  bushels 223 

Onions,  bunches 7,322 

Parsley,  bunches 316 

Pears,  bushels 80 

Peas,  bushels 169 

Potatoes,  bushels 1,238 

Pumpkins,  dozen 45 

Peppers,  bushels 4 

Parsnips,  bushels 170 

Pieplant,  bunches 8,014 

Poultry,  pounds 90 

Pork,  x>ounds 3,786 

Raspberries,  black,  quarts 87 

Raspberries,  red,  quarts 188 

Radishes,  bunches 6,662 

Sage,  bunches 20 

Salsify,  bushels 100 

Spinach,  bushels 246 

Squash,  summer,  bushels  75 

Squash,  winter,  ton l^ 

Straw,  tons 24 

Strawberries,  quarts 748 

Turnips,  strapleaf,  bushels 300 

Tomatoes,  bushels 144 

Wheat,  bushels 200 
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The  number  of  applications  reeeiyed  and  placed  on  file  during 
the  past  year  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  institution, 
being  one  hundred  and  forty-two,  or  an  increase  of  thirty-nine 
over  the  previous  year.  Of  these  applications,  eighty-eight  were 
for  boys  and  fifty-four  for  girls,  the  proportion  of  three  ajpplica- 
tions  for  boys  to  two  for  girls  being  about  evenly  maintained,  as 
has  almost  invariably  been  the  rule  in  former  years.  While  the 
I^ercenta^e  of  feeble-mindedness  is  undoubtedly  rather  greater 
in  the  male  than  in  the  female  sex.  a  larger  percentage  in  ap- 
plications for  boys  naturally  follows.  We  are  of  the  opinion, 
however,  that  the  excess  in  our  application  for  boys  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  feeble-minded  boys  are  more  difficult  to  care  for 
at  their  homes  than  are  feeble-minded  girls.  Especially  is  this 
true  in  urban  communities.  Oirls  can  be  kept  in  doors,  but  boys 
will  get  into  the  streets,  where  they  become  subjects  of  ridi- 
cule; are  taught  bad  habits  and  language;  or  are  provoked  into 
some  sort  of  mischief  or  fits  of  anger.  Parents  of  feeble-minded 
boys  are,  therefore,  more  anxious  to  seek  for  them  a  shelter 
where  it  is  known  they  will  be  cared  for  out  of  the  way  of  harm 
and  the  observation  of  the  curious. 

Of  the  applications  received,  ninety-nine  were  accepted,  twelve 
of  which  for  boys  are  still  on  file;  and  forty-three  were  rejected. 
Of  those  rejected,  fifteen  were  epileptic;  twelve  were  helpless 
or  unteachable;  ten  were  over  and  five  under  the  admissible 
ages;  and  one  was  thought  to  be  insane. 

The  number  of  admissions  for  the  year  was  seventy-five,  or 

twelve  in  excess  of  last  year,  of  whom  forty-f our  were  boys  and 

thirty-one  were  girls.    The  average  daily  attendance  was  five 

''^'^d  and  nineteen,  or  four  more;  and  the  total  number  under 
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care  and  training,  six  hnndred  and  twelve,  or  three  more  than 
the  previooB  year,  and  again  breaking  the  record  in  respect  to 
nnmbers  over  all  former  years. 

The  nnmber  discharged,  fifty-six,  was  exactly  the  same,  thirty- 
nine  boys  and  seventeen  girls ;  and  the  total  deaths  ten,  or  seven 
boys  and  three  girls,  as  against  sixteen,  or  seven  boys  and  nine 
girls  for  last  year,  making  a  total  of  sixty-six  vacancies  during 
the  year.  The  nnmber  of  admissions  was,  therefore,  nine  more 
than  the  discharges,  making  a  total  of  five  hnndred  and  forty- 
six  on  the  rolls  at  the  close  of  the  year,  this  nnmber  representing 
the  f  nil  capacity  of  the  institution. 

Of  those  discharged,  twenty  boys  were  transferred  to  the 
Rome  asylum  and  nine  girls  to  the  Newark  asylum;  two  boys 
and  seven  girls  were  removed  by  parents;  one  boy  and  one  girl 
were  transferred  to  hospitals  for  the  insane;  twelve  boys  were 
by  request  removed  by  county  officials;  three  boys  eloped  and 
one  was  permitted  to  leave  as  self-supporting. 

The  twelve  boys  removed  by  county  officials  had  either  passed 
the  school  age  or  were  not  further  teachable.  Not  until  their 
transfer  to  the  Bome  asylum  was  refused,  for  lack  of  accommo- 
dation, was  this  removal  to  the  county  almshouses  requested, 
and  then  only  of  necessity  to  make  room  for  teachable  cases 
whose  applications  had  been  long  deferred. 

A  satisfactory  degree  of  health  prevailed  throughout  the 
year;  but  two  contagious  diseases  of  a  serious  nature,  diphtheria 
and  typhoid  fever,  having  occurred.  Of  diphtheria,  twelve  cases 
were  observed  and  by  the  prompt  use  of  antitoxine  all  recovered 
without  any  alarming  symptoms.    Of  thejse  cases,  one  appeared 
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in  Noyeiuber;  eight  in  Febrnary;  one  each  in  March,  May  and 
September.  Of  the  five  cases  or  typhoid  fever,  all  came  down 
with  the  disease  in  the  last  week  of  May;  four  of  the  number 
were  inmates  of  the  boys'  building  and  one  an  employe  at  the 
girls'  building.  These  cases  all  coming  down  with  the  disease 
so  closely  together  must  have  all  developed  from  a  common 
cause  —  but  what  that  cause  was  could  not  even  be  conjectured. 

The  number  of  deaths  for  the  year,  ten,  represents  a  mortality 
of  leiss  than  two  per  centum  of  the  average  population.  The 
average  age  of  those  who  died  was  sixteen  years,  the  oldest 
being  twenty-four  and  the  youngest  seven  years  of  age.  The 
causes  of  death  in  five  cases,  or  just  one-half  the  number  who 
died,  were  diseases  of  the  lungs;  two  from  pneumonia  and  three 
from  tuberculosis.  It  is  a  gratification,  however,  to  state  that, 
so  far  as  known,  not  a  single  case  of  the  latter  disease  is  now 
present  in  the  institution. 

The  carpenter  and  his  assistants  have  been  kept  fully  occu- 
pied throughout  the  year  at  repairs  and  improvements.  Besides 
the  every-day  repairs  to  locks,  windows,  walks,  floors,  fences 
and  furniture,  incidental  to  extensive  grounds  and  buildings 
generally,  may  be  especially  mentioned  the  following:  A  large 
closet  for  clothing  was  built  in  the  attic  of  the  boys'  building; 
the  roofs  of  the  ice  house  and  the  vegetable  house  on  the  home 
grounds  and  of  the  cottage  for  boys  at  Fairmount  were  reshin- 
gled;  new  floors  were  laid  in  one  of  the  day  rooms  at  the  girls' 
building,  the  housekeeper's  room  at  the  south  wing,  the  usher's 
room  at  the  main  building,  the  basement  hall  at  the  north  wing, 
and  at  Fairmount  in  the  kitchen  and  pantry,  at  the  Johnson 
house  and  the  cow  stable  at  the  farm;  steel  ceilings  were  put 
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up  in  the  south  end  hall  of  the  boys'  building,  the  second  and 
third  floor  halls  and  assistant  matron's  room  of  the  main  build- 
ing,  in  the  basement  hall  of  the  north  wing^  and  a  new  wood 
ceiling  on  the  south  piazza  of  the  hospital.  For  the  sloyd  school- 
rooms were  made  ten  beech-wood  work-benches,  saw-horses, 
shelving,  pigeon  holes  for  blue  prints,  and  racks  for  tools.  A 
new  railing  was  built  on  the  roof  of  the  bay  at  the  hospital,  and 
a  trough  cut  in  the  stage  front  of  music  hall  for  the  installation 
of  electric  footlights.  The  high  board  fence  on  the  west  line  of 
the  grounds  was  thoroughly  overhauled,  nearly  one  hundred  new 
posts  set  and  the  whole  fence  put  in  good  repair.  The  following 
articles  were  made:  Nineteen  new  window  screens;  patterns 
for  stove  fixtures;  book  shelves  and  case;  four  window  seats; 
two  mantels;  a  strong  table  for  the  gas  heater  in  the  ironing- 
room;  one  double  wardrobe;  a  new  door  and  screens  in  north 
wing  hall;  one  wagon-reach;  a  trough  for  mixing  feed;  six  horses 
for  ironing  boards;  a  large  box  for  storing  clothing;  two  high 
step-ladders;  two  piano  stools;  one  keyboard;  two  window  boxes 
for  plants;  a  cupboard  for  electric  supplies;  a  dump  box  for  the 
farm  wagon;  one  stone  boat,  an  ironing  board;  a  box  for  soap 
chips;  and  a  bolster  for  a  lumber  wagon. 

With  two  boys  to  assist  him,  the  painter,  besides  accomplish- 
ing a  large  amount  of  interior  painting,  refinishing  floors,  and 
repapering  in  the  various  buildings  of  the  institution,  also  re- 
painted the  exterior  of  the  boys'  cottage  and  the  Johnson  farm 
barns  at  Fairmount;  the  superintendent's  residence,  and  the 
stable  in  Syracuse;  and  with  a  force  of  boys  and  his  assistants, 
during  the  winter  months,  the  gardener  laid  cement  floors  in  the 
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basement  of  the  north  wing  and  bojs'  building  corridor,  and  the 
tunnels  leading  from  the  boiler-honse  to  the  south  wing  and 
from  the  boiler-house  to  the  main  building.  With  one  excep- 
tion, the  tunnel  between  the  main  building  and  the  superintend- 
ent's residence,  all  basements  and  tunnels  are  now  covered  with 
cemented  floors. 


In  order  to  add  to  the  happiness  and  general  content  of  the 
children,  entertainments  were  provided  as.  often  as  they  could 
be  conveniently  arranged,  and  occured  as  follows:  On  October 
28th,  a  musicale  by  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Grouse,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Clancy 
and  Miss  Mary  Moore,  which  was  followed  by  a  very  pleasing 
and  interesting  exhibition  of  stereopticon  views  by  Mr.  J.  B. 
Clancy,  all  of  Syracuse;  on  October  29th,  humorous  recitals  and 
ventriloquism  by  Mr.  Harry  Bryant;  on  November  7th,  a  patri- 
otic drama,  "Boys  of  1776,"  by  employes;  on  December  9th, 
recitations  by  Mr.  Burdette  Edgett;  on  December  23d,  Christ- 
mas tableaux  and  exercises  by  teachers  and  pupils;  on  January 
27th,  a  musicale  by  the  Chaminade  Club  of  Syracuse;  on  Feb- 
ruary 8th,  a  concert  by  the  "Fisk  Jubilee  Singers;"  on  March 
8th,  an  exhibition  in  magic  by  Mr.  Fred  Hurd;  on  April  6th, 
stereopticon  views  by  the  Bev.  F.  A.  Holden;  on  April  17th,  an 
"Old  Folks'  Concert"  by  a  Syracuse  company  of  singers;  on 
April  28th,  a  masquerade  dancing  party;  on  June  24th,  a  musi- 
cal trio  given  by  Mrs.  William  F.  Belknap,  Miss  Ethel  Lockwood 
and  Miss  Lillian  Littlehales,  of  Syracuse;  on  January  13th,  14th, 
28th;  February  3d,  4th,  10th,  11th,  17th,  18th,  24th,  25th;  March 
3d,  4th,  10th,  11th,  17th,  24th,  25th,  31st;  April  1st,  7th,  8th, 
21st  specially  arranged  dancing  parties  conducted  by  the  teach- 
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ers;  and  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  a  picnic  and  lawn  party  in  the 
afternoon  and  a  display  of  fireworks  in  the  evening. 

In  accordance  with  a  long  established  custom,  the  institution 
was  opened  to  the  general  public  on  Friday  afternoons  from  3 
to  4.80  p.  m.  during  the  school  year.  Upon  these  occasions, 
thirty-six  in  all,  the  work  of  the  children  was  exhibited  in  the 
industrial  rooms  and  school  exercises  provided  in  the  hall.  A 
count  of  the  visitors  present  in  the  hall  at  these  exercises  gave 
a  total  of  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  or  an 
average  of  eighty-nine  for  each  of  the  afternoons.  Besides  these 
visits  by  the  public,  the  monthly  visits  of  your  board,  and  a  visit 
by  Prof.  James  H.  Hamilton,  of  the  Syracuse  University  and  his 
class  in  sociology,  the  following  official  visits  were  also  made 
during  the  year;  by  a  committee  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of 
Erie  county;  by  the  secretary  and  a  committee  of  the  Illinois  • 
State  Board  of  Charities;  by  Dr.  John  F.  Fitz  Gerald,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Rome  State  Asylum;  by  Mrs.  Frederick  Peterson, 
of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association,  of  New  York  city;  by 
the  Hon.  H.  H.  Bender,  Fiscal  Supervisor  of  State  Charities  and 
the  Hon.  G.  L.  Heins,  State  Architect;  by  the  Hon.  Peter  Wal- 
rath.  Commissioner  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities;  twice  by 
Prof.  James  H.  Hamilton  and  Miss  Viola  Vernon,  local  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association;  twice  by  Mr.  B.  M. 
Child,  Superintendent  of  State  and  Alien  Poor;  twice  by  the 
Hon.  William  R.  Stewart,  president  of  the  State  Board  of  Chari- 
ties; four  times  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  W.  Hill,  inspector;  four 
times  by  Dr.  Stephen  Smith  and  five  times  by  the  Hon.  Dennis 
McCarthy^  commissioners  for  that  board. 
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It  is  a  pleasure  tp  publicly  extend  our  thanks  to  Mrs.  Charles 
E.  Cronse,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Clancy  and  Miss  Mary  Moore  for  an  even- 
ing of  delightful  music  interspersed  with  a  series  of  instructive 
stereopticon  views  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Clancy.  We  also  again  desire 
to  thank  many  parents  and  friends  of  our  children  for  the  dona- 
tions of  toys,  fruits,  candies,  money,  etc.,  at  the  holiday  season. 
Furthermore,  we  desire  to  make  acknowledgment  of  the  follow- 
ing periodicals  regularly  received:  *' Development,"  from  Elwyn, 
Pa.;  "Our  Little  People,"  from  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  "The  Chari- 
table Observer,"  from  Lincoln,  111. ;  "  The  Arkansas  Optic,"  from 
Little  Rock,  Ark. ;  "  Pediatrics,"  from  New  York ;  "  The  North 
Star,"  from  Faribault,  Minn.;  and  the  "Bulletin  of  the  Iowa 
State  Institutions." 

As  a  result  of  special  and  earnest  effort  by  one  of  your  num- 
ber, a  new  feature,  the  Swedish  manual  training,  commonly 
called  sloyd,  has  been  added  to  the  school  curriculum  during  the 
past  year.  Great  benefits  to  many  of  the  children  of  this  insti- 
tution are  hoped  for  through  the  agency  of  sloyd  training.  From 
reports  and  personal  investigations,  we  are  fully  convinced  that 
this  kind  of  training  for  normally  minded  children  is  a  highly 
desirable  means  towards  developing  the  mental  and  moral 
forces,  in  so  far  especially  as  such  forces  apply  in  the  direction 
of  the  development  of  character.  The  various  steps  in  sloyd- 
room  work  are  made  interesting,  not  arduous,  and  the  freedom 
of  action  the  boy  feels  while  happily  engaged  at  modeling  with 
saws  and  planes  is  healthful  and  stimulating,  and  the  physical 
exercise  gained  thereby  serves  as  a  decided  mental  tonic.  The 
brain  cells  are  believed  to  grow  and  develop  as  do  other  parts 
of  the  body,  as  a  result  of  nutrition  and  activity.    The  motor 
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area  of  the  brain  is  large,  especially  that  portion  which  presides 
over  the  motions  pertaining  to  the  arms  and  hands.  Sloyd  train- 
ing takes  these  facts  into  consideration  and  aims  to  systemati- 
cally develop  the  motor  area,  and  not,  as  is  popularly  supposed, 
to  provide  industrial  occupation  or  to  train  boys  for  a  carpen- 
ter's or  a  cabinet  maker's  trade.  A  special  appropriation  of 
one  thousand  dollars  was  made  by  the  Legislature  of  1902  for 
providing  instruction  and  equipment  at  sloyd.  The  institution 
was  fortunate  in  having  at  its  command  and  unused,  two  very 
suitable  rooms  for  sloyd  work,  formerly  used  as  dining-rooms, 
in  the  basement  of  the  north  wing.  At  a  reasonable  expense 
these  rooms  were  fitted  up  with  a  first-class  Sloyd  equipment 
consisting  of  ten  benches,  a  case  with  pigeon  holes  for  blue 
prints  and  drawings,  boards,  lumber,  and  a  complete  outfit  of 
tools.  Three  classes  of  ten  boys  each  have  been  organized,  and 
they  are  receiving  respectively  two  and  three  lessons  an  hour 
and  a  half  in  length,  every  week.  Already  the  effect  upon  these 
boys  has  been  a  noticeable  increase  in  their  manliness,  truthful- 
ness and  self-reliance. 

Once  niore,  in  concluding  a  year's  work,  I  am  truly  thankful 
to  you  of  the  board  of  managers  for  the  continued  confidence 
reposed  in  me.  Your  support  has  been  so  steadfast  and  un- 
swerving that  it  has  never  failed  in  anxious  times  to  lend  me 
encouragement  and  cheer.  My  assistants,  too,  the  ofQcers  and 
employees,  have  given  loyal  and  valuable  help  towards  making 
the  year's  work  a  success.    Belying  upon  their  diligence  and 
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faithfulness  in  the  past  as  a  promise  for  the  future,  upon  the 
assurance  of  your  co-operation,  upon  faith  in  Divine  assistance 
to  those  who  are  earnest,  true  and  faithful,  we  may  enter  the 
work  of  another  year  with  reasonable  hopes  and  favorable 
prospects. 

JAMES  CARLTON  CARSON,  /< 

Medical  Superintendent. 
Sykacuse,  N".  Y.,  December  10,  1902. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY 


January  14.  1904. 


FIFTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THB 

Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for 

Feeble-Minded  Children. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Agreeably  to  the  provisionfl  of  the  ax;t  establishing  this  In- 
stitation,  the  undemgned  managers  restpectfully  submit  this 
their  fifty-third  annual  report : 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1, 1902 |1,190  50 

Receipts  from  State  appropriations  during  fiscal 

year 93,695  92 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. .  8,313  00 
Receipts  from  pay  cases — board,  instruction  and 

clothing   2,803  71 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 79  75 
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Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products fG48  93 

Keeeipts  from  sale  of  old  material 156  04 

Total 1106,887  85 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  account  of  maintenance |93,420  56 

Returned   to  Oomptpoller,  chapter  572,  Laws  of 

1899 12,001  43 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1902 1,465  86 

Total  1106,887  85 


CLASSIFIED  SUMMARY  OF  EXPENDITURES. 

On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1903: 

Salaries  of  officers  and  teachers* f  13,854  42 

Wages  and  labor* 27,728  67 

Expenses  of  officers  and  managers 89  86 

Provisions 21,936  55 

Household  stores 3,523  43 

Clothing 3,914  20 

Fuel  and  lightsi 12,104  59 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 680  12 

Shop,  farm  and  garden 5,341  55 

Ordinary  repairs 965  45 

Transportation  of  inmates 90  81 

Miscellaneous 3,190  91 

Total 193,420  56 


•Includes  $3,143.49  expended  for  lalarles  and  wafes  of  employees  engaged  In  the 
manufacture  of  and  repairs  to  clothing  and  formerly  charged  to  account  of  clothing. 
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ASSETS  SEPTEMBER  30,  1903. 

Balance  in  cash f  1,465  86 

Due  from  individuals  for  board,  instruction  and 

clothing   '  554  67 

Due  from  countios  for  clotliing 1,500  00 

Due  from  State  Treasurer  on  unexpended  appro- 
priations    2,075  78 

Total  assets J5,596  31 
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In  the  above  exhibit  the  year's  receipts  and  expenditures  are 
ahown  in  the  form  which  has  been  heretofore  followed  in  the 
annual  reports  of  the  managers.  The  item  of  receipts,  f93,- 
695.92,  includes  the  dii^ect  appropriation  in  full  of  $77,000,  that 
of  a  return  of  f  15,261 .22  from  the  State  Treasury  of  miscella- 
neous receipts,  and  the  unexpended  balances  of  ?1,434.70  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  previous  year.  The  miscellaneous  receipts 
mentioned  include  the  i-emittance  to  the  State  Treasurer  of  $12,- 
000  appropriated  for  the  present  year  and  $3,261.22  returned  two 
years  ago  in  excess  of  the  amount  appropriated  for  that  year. 
The  full  amount  "  returned  to  Comptroller  "  for  the  year,  $12,- 
001.43,  is  shown  under  the  table  of  disibursements  and  includes 
the  amounts  shown  in  the  previous  table  under  the  heads  of 
receipts  from  counties,  from  pay  cases,  from  sale  of  shop  and 
farm  products,  and  from  sale  of  old  material. 

The  classified  summary  of  expenditures  is  presented  in  the 
form  required  by  the  Bureau  of  Charitable  Institutions,  and  is 
not  materially  different  from  the  one  foUov/ed  by  the  institution 
for  many  years  previous  to  the  ci^eation  of  that  bureau.  The 
manner  of  collecting  the  expenditure's  into  the  present  summary 
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items  is,  however,  quite  changed;  a«,  for  instance,  in  the  item  of 
clothing  was  formerly  charged  the  wages  of  all  persona  engaged 
in  the  repair  and  manufacture  of  clothing;  likewise  the  wages 
of  those  employed  on  the  farm  and  in  the  garden  were  charged 
to  the  farm  and  garden,  etc.;  and  many  expenditures  now  in- 
curred and  placed  to  the  account  of  shop,  farm  and  garden  were 
formerly  included  in  the  item  of  ordinary  repairs. 

As  compared  with  th-e  previous  year  the  total  expenditures 
show  an  increase  in  amount  of  about  |500,  the  changes  being 
as  follows:  A  decrease  of  1358.35  in  salaries  and  wages;  of  fl,- 
309.05  in  provisions;  of  J5.38  in  hospital  and  medical  supplies; 
of  f  183.43  in  shop,  farm  and  garden;  of  J411.81  in  ordinary  re- 
pairs; an  increase  of  fl.59  in  expenses  of  officers  and  managers; 
of  f 504.45  in  household  stores;  of  f 53.53  in  clothing;  of  f 2,103.08 
in  fuel  and  light ;  of  f 22.74  in  the  transportation  of  inmates,  and 
of  fl30.12  in  miscellaneous — the  principal  changes,  therefore, 
in  the  two  years  being  a  decrease  in  the  cost  of  salaries  and 
wages,  in  provisions,  and  in  ordinary  repairs,  which  was  a  little 
more  than  offset  by  the  increase  for  fuel  and  light  and  house- 
hold stores. 

The  appropriations  for  the  current  year  aggregate  |92,000, 
which,  together  with  the  balance  on  hand  and  unexpended 
amounts  of  former  appropriations  of  about  f4,000,  will,  it  is 
believed,  carry  us  safely  through.  Owing  to  the  general  in- 
creased cost  of  living,  and  the  belief  on  the  part  of  the  managers 
that  appropriations  should  be  sufficient  in  amount  to  avoid  the 
possibility  of  a  deficiency,  it  was  decided  to  recommend  a  direct 
appropriation  for  next  year  of  f85,000. 

It  was  also  decided  at  the  annual  meeting  to  request  special 
appropriations  for  the  following  purposes:  For  replacing  two 
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of  the  steam  heating  boilers;  for  continuing  improyements  in 
plun^bing  and  the  substitution  of  the  shower  bath  for  the  old 
bath  tubs  throughout  the  various  buildings;  and  for  repairs 
and  equipment,  fl^OOO.  For  the  first  two  purposes  mentioned 
the  State  Architect  has  been  requested  to  furnish  an  estimate 
and  name  the  required  amounts.  The  two  boilers  it  is  desired 
to  replace  have  been  in  use  for  nearly  thirty  years;  one  of  them 
has  been  pronounced  unaaf e  by  the  insurance  company  inspector 
and  the  other  is  allowed  to  be  used  only  at  a  low  pressure.  For 
the  plumbing  improvements  and  the  shower  baths  the  founda- 
tion^  as  it  were,  is  already  laid  and  a  good  start  made  under^the 
appropriation  of  last  year.  The  improvements  effected  consist 
of  a  new  hot-water  heater  suflScient  for  supplying  heated  water 
to  all  of  the  buildings;  a  thorough  rearrangement  of  the  hot  and 
oold  water  pipes;  entire  new  plumbing  and  the  introduction  of 
the  shower  bath  at  the  girls'  building.  These  changes  have 
already  affected  a  material  saving  in  the  consumption  of  water, 
sulBBlcient  to  return  a  good  rate  of  interest  on  the  expense  in- 
curred, and  which  will  naturally  be  increased  in  a  greater  ratio 
as  further  changes  of  a  like  character  are  progressed. 

The  appropriation  of  f  1,800  for  a  renewal  of  laundry  machin- 
ery and  repairs  to  the  laundry  (chapter  410,  Laws  of  1902)  has 
been  expended  except  about  |126.  New  slate  hand  tubs  have 
been  provided  in  place  of  the  old  worn-out  soapstone  tubs,  and 
four  new  metallic  washers  of  larger  capacity  substituted  for  the 
six  old  ones  which  had  performed  almost  daily  service  for  the 
past  seventeen  years.  A  new  cement  gutter  has  also  been  laid 
underneath  the  tubs  and  washers  to  carry  off  the  waste  water; 
and  all  loose  and  broken  tile  in  the  laundry,  ironing-room,  and 
connecting  corridor  have  been  reset  or  replaced. 
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With  the  appropriation  of  |800  for  installing  a  watchman's 
clock  system  (chapter  410,  Laws  of  1902)  by  the  advice  of  the 
State  Architect  a  contract  was  made  with  the  Eco  Magneto 
Clock  Company  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  the  system  completed 
ready  for  work  early  last  winter.  So  far  its  operation  has  been 
entirely  successful  and  satisfactory.  A  small  amount  of  the 
appropriation,  f22,  was  left  unexpended. 

By  the  same  chapter  410,  Laws  of  1902,  an  appropriation  of 
fl,200  for  the  erection  of  iron  stairways  in  the  main  building 
and  a  reappropriation  of  fl,419.31  for  improvements  to  steam 
heating  were  granted.  During  the  vacation  period  in  the  sum- 
mer months  the  old  wooden  stairways  between  the  second  and 
third  and  third  and  fourth  floors,  which  turned  in  toward  the 
center,  were  torn  out  and  substantial  iron  stairways  turning 
outward  were  erected.  By  this  change  in  the  direction  of  the 
treads  the  safety  of  the  inmates  in  case  of  fire  in  the  building 
was  very  much  enhanced.  With  the  funds  appropriated  for  im- 
proving the  steam  heating  a  new  and  larger  high  pressure  steam 
main  was  run  from  the  engine  and  boilei*a  tlironjjli  to  the  boys' 
building  kitchen;  the  conduit  for  the  steam  and  other  pipes 
under  the  north  wing  was  deei)ened  and  widened;  the  return 
steam  pipe,  which  lay  directly  upon  the  grouted  floor  of  the 
main  basement,  was  raised  above  it;  repairs  were  made  to  the 
boilers  and  engine;  the  top  of  the  old  chimney  at  the  boiler 
house,  which  was  in  a  crumbling  condition,  was  torn  down  and 
rebuilt;  all  new  pipe  laid  was  covered  and  a  large  amount  of  old 
pipe  recovered,  besides  other  changes  and  improvements  of  a 
minor  chai^acter. 

By  the  Legislature  of  1903  appropriations  for  special  purposes 
(chapter  543,  Laws  of  1903)  were  made  as  follows:  f700  for  low- 
ering the  windows  of  the  third  story  of  the  south  wing;  f  1,000 
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for  improvements  in  ventilation;  f  1,000  for  repairs  and  equip- 
ment; 1500  for  drilling  a  well  and  providing  a  pump  and  wind- 
mill at  Fairmount;  and  ^300  for  constructing  a  new  telephone 
system  among  the  various  buildings.  Work  is  in  progress  and 
well  advanced  under  the  above  appropriations  excepting  those 
for  improvements  in  ventilation  and  the  telephone,  the  descrip- 
tion of  which  will  be  deferred  until  another  year. 

For  many  years  past  in  our  annual  reports  and  other  ways 
the  superintendent  and  managers  of  this  institution  have  urged 
legislative  attention  to  a  more  extended  provision  for  the  idiotic 
and  feeble-minded.  These  appeals  have  been  made  with  the 
most  effective  words  at  our  command,  and  while  we  recognize 
the  fact  that  our  appeals  have  not  been  altogether  unheeded, 
to  which  the  asylums  at  Newark  and  Rome  with  their  more 
than  twelve  hundred  inmates  now  bear  evid'ence,  the  demand 
is  yet  great  and  but  little  if  at  all  diminished.  Within  the  past 
two  decades  the  opinions  of  philanthropists  and  those  inter- 
ested in  sociological  problems  have  been  steadily  advancing  in 
a  certain  direction  until  now  it  has  become  among  them  an 
almost  unanimously  settled  conviction  that,  as  a  matter  of  pub- 
lic policy,  practically  all  of  the  feeble-minded  class  should  be 
segregated  and  provided  for  by  the  State.  Many  and  various 
are  the  reasons  which  have  led  up  to  this  conviction  and  to  most 
persons  they  are  easily  obvious.  In  this  State  to-day  less  than 
two  thousand  of  the  feeble-minded  class  are  now  provided  for 
and,  while  the  figures  of  the  last  census  are  not  at  hand,  it  is 
probable  that  the  total  number  in  the  State  is  not  far  from  ten 
thousand.  About  four-fifths  of  the  total  number  are  therefore 
yet  unprovided  for,  and  wherever  they  exist,  in  private  families, 
in  the  communities  where  they  reside,  in  the  schools,  orphan 
asylums  or  county  houses,  they  are  everywhere  a  menace  and 
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Warrants   of  executive  cammittee  for  manth   of 

December,  1902 $8,626  12 

Warrants   of  executive  committee   for  month   of 

January,  1903 8,687  84 

Warrants   of  executive  committee  for   month  of 

February,  1903 8,247  44 

Warrants   of  executive   committee  for   month   of 

March,  1903 8,874  18 

Warrants   of  executive  committee   for   month   of 

April,  1903 7,551  15 

Warrants   of  executive  committee   for  month  of 

May,  1903 8,112  32 

Warrants   of  executive   committee  for  month   of 

June,  1903 7,966  83 

Warrants   of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

July,  1903 6,858  96 

W^arrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

August,  1903 5,848  63 

Warrants   of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

September,  1903 6,540  82 

193,420  56 
Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  580,  Laws  of  1899  12,001  43 
Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1903 1,465  86 

Total 1106,887  85 

There  was  received  and  expended  under  special  appropriations, 
chapter  708,  Laws  of  1901;  chapter  594,  Laws  of  1902;  chapter 
410,  Laws  of  1902;  chapter  543,  Laws  of  1902,  and  chapter  599, 
Laws  of  1903,  as  follows: 
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Appropriation  for  improving  the  heating  system, 
chapter  708,  Laws  of  1901,  cash  received  from 
Comptroller  September  17,  October  9, 13,  20, 1902, 
and  January  14,  1903 fl,238  30 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 1,238  30 

C=3  III'. 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended f  1,419  31 


■I    I    I 


Heappropriation  for  improving  the  heating  system, 
chapter  599,  Laws  of  1903,  cash  received  from 
Comptroller  April  17,  June  10  and  26,  and  July  22, 
1903 11,419  31 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 1,419  31 


Appropriation  for  sloyd,  chapter  594,  Laws  of  1902, 

cash  received  from  Comptroller 1300  93 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 300  93 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended |395  22 

t — I  'III 

Appropriation  for  installing  watchman's  clock  sys- 
tem, chapter  708,  Laws  1901,  cash  received  from 

Comptroller  April  18  and  May  2,  1902 , .  f777  88 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 777  88 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended f 22  12 

I    ■    .  = 
Appropriation    for    iron    stairways,    chapter    410, 

Laws  of  1902,  cash  received    from    Comptroller 

May  2,  1903 ?12  00 

Vourlier  jwiid 12  00 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended |1,188  00 
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Appropriation  for  laundry  machinery,  chapter  410, 
Laws  of  1902,  cash  received  from  Comptroller 

June  19  and  June  26, 1903 |1,674  50 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 1,674  50 

■  ■  ■■                             ■               ■               I               ■ 

Balance  appropration  unexpended fl25  60 


3: 


Appropri-ation  for  plumbing  improvements,  chapter 
410,  Laws  of   1902,   cash   received   from   CJomp- 

troller  January  21  and  March  25,  1903 f  6,546  50 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 6,546  50 

=1^      I  1     =3= 

Appropriation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter 
543,  Laws  of  1903,  cash  received  from  Comjh 
tPoUer  August,  1903 f474  95 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 474  95 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended f525  05 

Appropriation  for  lowering  windows,  chapter  543, 

Laws  of  1903,  cash  received  from  Comptroller 

August,  190S 1225  84 

Vouchers  paid,  aggr^ating 225  84 

I  = 
Balance  appropriation  unexpended 1474  16 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1903 : 
Improving  the  heating  system,  chapter  708,  I^aws 

of  1901,  and  chapter  599,  Laws  of  1903 f 2,657  61 

Sloyd,  chapter  594,  Laws  of  1902 300  93 
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Installing     watchman's     clock     system,     chapter 

708,  Laws  of  1901 1777  88 

Iron  stairways,  chapter  410,  I^aws  of  1902 12  00 

Laundry  machinery,  chapter  410,  Laws  of  1902. . . .  1,674  50 
Plumbing    imiu-ovem(»uts,    chapter    410,    Laws    of 

1902  : 6,546  50 

Rt^pairs  and  equipment,  chapter  543,  I^aws  of  1903..  474  95 

Lowering  windows,  cluipter  543,  Laws  of  1903. . .  .  225  84 


Total   112,670  21 


SjHH'ial  unexpended  appropriations  still  available,  chapter  594, 
I>{iws  of  1902;  chapter  410,  Laws  of  1902,  and  chapter  543,  Laws 
of  1903: 

Drilling  well  at  Fairmount ?500  00 

Improvements   to  v(*ntilation 1,000  00 

I^aundry  machinery 125  50 

Iron  stairways 1,188  00 

Sloyd 395  22 

Repairs  and  equipment 525  05 

Lowering  windows 474  16 


Report  of  the  Superintendent. 


To  the  Manager's  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children: 
Gentletnen — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law 
and  your  board  ]  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  ex- 
hibiting statistics  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  admin- 
istration of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing September  30,  1903: 

MOVEMENT  OP  THE  POPULATION. 

Present  at  the  beginning  of  the  ^^,,3          p,^^,^^.         Total. 

year 264              263              527 

Absent  on  vacation 11                 8                19 

Since  admitted 27                46               73 

Keadmitted Oil 


Total  for  the  year 302  318  620 


Discharged 17  59  76 

Died 1  3  4 

Present  at  the  close  of  year 272  245  517 

Absent  on  vacation 12  11  23 

Total  on  the  rolls 284  256  540 

Average  daily  attendance 265  251  516 


X 
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Total  number  of  weeks'    board   furnished   to   the 

pupils 26,931 


Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses,  except  clothing. 186^362  87 

Cost  of  clothing 7,057  6* 


Total  cost 193,420  5« 


Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruc- 
tion of  pupils f3  21 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing 3  47 

Yearly  per  capita  cost 180  68 


I     .  ■    : 


The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during 
the  year : 

Measles  and  pneumonia 1 

Pertussis  and  pneumonia 1 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 2 


HOSPITAL  RECORD  OF  DISEASES  TREATED. 


Abscess 

Adenitis,  cervical. 

Abrasion 

Bronchitis,  acute. 

Burn  

Chorea,  acute. . . . 
Contusion 


20  [Assembly 

Ooojunctivitis,  acute 10 

Croup   1 

Debility 4 

Diatrhea 4 

Diphtheria 3 

Eczema,  acute 2 

Epilepsy 5 

Erysipelas 2 

Fractures ' 2 

Gastritis,  acute 25 

Herpes  Zoster 1 

Hemorrhoids 3 

Infected  finger 1 

Hordeolum 6 

Impetigo  contagiosa 1 

Jaundice 2 

Keratitis 1 

Measles 38 

Pertussis  9 

Phimosis 6 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 4 

Pneumonia T 

Rheumatism,  acute 1 

Ringworm   6 

Scabies 1 

Tonsillitis 7 

Typhoid  fever 1 

Varicella   5> 

Wounds  2 

Unclassified 40 
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OPERATIONS. 

Amputation,  fingers 2 

Circumcision  6 

Fistula  in  ano 1 

Removal,  tumor 1 

Removal,  ingrowing  toenail . 1 

Removal,  hetmorrhoids 1 

Removal,  cervical  glands 1 

Tlioracotomy 1 

The  following  table  present's  the    movement    of    pupils    bj 
counties  for  the  year: 

RemalnlBC  Bemalnlng 

Sept.  SO.  Dlt-      Sept  10. 

IMI.  Admitted.  charged.      IM. 

Albany   20                  1                  1  20 

Allegany  7                  1                  1  7 

Broome   *•                  1                  1  ^ 

Cattaraugus   4                                     1  3 

Cayuga  7                . .                  2  J) 

Chautauqua  H                  1                  2  5 

Chemung   19                  1                  3  17 

Chenango 2                  1                ..  3 

Clinton 5                . .                 • .  ^ 

Columbia 12                  1                  2  11 

Cortland  2                  1                  1  2 

Delaware »                  1                  2  4 

Dutchesfl  «                                    2  4 

Erie   42                11                  7  4« 

Essex    2                 . .                 .  .  2 

Genesee   ' 2                . .                 . .  2 
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Bemaining 

Sept.  30, 

1902. 

Greene   2 

Herkimer   4 

Jefferson   4 

Kings   39 

Lewis    4 

Livingston 4 

Madison  7 

Monroe    29 

Montgomery   6 . 

Nassau 1 

New  York 76 

Niagara  6 

Oneida    2G 

Onondaga  33 

Ontario   11 

Orange  9 

Orleans 2 

Oswego 6 

Otsego 14 

Putnam 

Queens 4 

Bensselaer 17 

Richmond 1 

Rockland 5 

St.  Lawrence 5 

Saratoga 4 

Schenectady 1 

Schoharie 1 

Schuyler 2 


Admitted. 


Remaining 
Di8-      Sept.  30, 
charged.      1903. 


1 
4 


19 


1 
1 
1 


2 

1 
1 


2 

9 


11 


3 
6 
1 


1 
o 


5 

36 

4 

5 
7 

28 
4 
1 

84 
6 

2S 

31 

10 
8 
2 
5 

14 
1 
4 

14 

1 

6 

4 

4 

1 
o 
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Seneca  

Steuben  

SufiPolk 

Sullivan 

Tioga 

Tompkins  

Ulster 

Warren 

Washington  . . . . 

Wavne 

.Westchester  .. . . 

Wyoming 

Yates 

New  York  State. 

Totals 


Remaining 

Sept.  30. 

1902. 

Admitted. 

Dis- 
charged. 

Kemainlng 

Sept.  30, 

1903. 

8 

1 

4 

9 

1 

10 

1 

•    • 

1 

5 

•    ■ 

5 

8 

•    • 

8 

5 

1 

6 

15 

^1 

4 

12 

3 

•    • 

3 

3 

1 

4 

5 

•    • 

Mr 

0 

12 

4 

3 

13 

3 

1 

4 

3 

2 

6 

1 

•   • 

1 

546 

74 

80 

640 

The  matron  presents  the  following  report  of  work  done  during 

the  school  hours  by  the  sewing  classes,  one  of  boys  and  four  of 

girls,  and  by  the  classes  at  tailoring,  hosemaking  and  9hoe- 

making. 

BOYS'   LIST. 

Towels 463 

Washcloths 66 

Handkerchiefs 828 

Pillow  cases. 287 

Doormats 20 

Neckties 247 
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Loops  on  towels 12 

Bread  cover 1 

Roller  towels 104 

Bibs : 192 

Names  on  blankets 24 

Suspenders,  pairs 2 

Sheets ^. . .  67 

Shirts  i:^ 

Puzzles  sawed 36 

Dustcloths 6 

Work  aprons 20 

GIRLS'  LIST. 

Sheets 501 

Dresses 470 

Shirtwaists  23 

Handkerchiefs 854 

Nightdresses 130 

Aprons 96 

Collars  143 

Dresses  made  over 61 

Drawers 14 

Pillow  cases 184 

Skirts 35 

Tablecloths 29 

Towels 358 

Dustcloths 9 

Napkins  302 

Towels,  hemstitched 22 

Traycloths 11 
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Doilies,  plate SI 

Bureau  covers 13 

Bedspreads 7 

Blankets  restitched 22 

2s^araes  on  garments 00 

Besides  a  large  amount  of  crocheting,  embroidery  and  other 

fancy  work. 

GIRLS'  BUILDING  LIST. 

Aprons 77 

Buttonholes 3,539 

Bands 365 

Blankets  hemmed 11 

Bibs 87 

Bathing  caps 6 

Curtains,  pairs 13 

Dish  cloths 35 

Drawers 73 

Dresses 170 

Dressing  sack 1 

Garters,  pairs 139 

Holders 315 

Handkerchiefs 214 

Mattress  covers 23 

Napkins 184 

New  sleeves 633 

Names  sewed  on 955 

Nightdresses 74 

Pillow  cases 145 

Pillow  cases  hemstitched • 
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Sheets 95 

Skirts 50 

Shirtwaists 12 

Towels 70 

Tablecloths  10 

Travcloths : '. 2; 

Underwaists T6 

Vests  restitched 2 

Wrappers 5 


T  X  f ,    I    sr  I 


And  a  large  amount  of  mending. 

BOYS'  TAILORING  CLASS  LIST. 

Suits 280 

Trousers 227 

Coats 81 

Overalls  7^ 

Shirts  2 

Girls'  cloaks 4 

Aprons T 5 

Blankets  hemmed 31 

Fur  robe  repaired 1 

CLASS  AT  HOSEMAKING. 

Boys'  hose,  pairs 743 

Girls'  hose,  pairs 307 

Hose  refooted,  pairs •. 928- 


x: 


I 


And  all  of  the  mending. 
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GLASS  AT  SHOEMAKING. 

"Shoes,  new,  pairs 53 

Shoes,  repaired,  pairs 4,034 


c 


And  the  repairing  of  harness. 

FARM  AND  GARDEN  PRODUCE. 
The  steward  reports  the  following  as  the  products  of  the  farm 
and  garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 1903: 

Apples,  bushels,  235 tl76  25 

Apples,  crab,  bushels,  18 10  80 

Asparagus,  bunches,  3,500 210  00 

Beans,  butter  and  string,  bushels,  58 72  50 

Beans,  Lima,  bushels,  14 21  00 

Beets,  green,  bunches,  2,000 60  00 

Beets,  green,  bushels,  242 72  60 

Beets,  farm,  bushels,  1,050 210  00 

Cabbage,  heads,  15,990 799  50 

Cauliflower,  heads,  164.' 16  40 

Currants,  quarts,  264 31  68 

Corn,  sweet,  bushels,  289 216  75 

Corn,  fodder,  tons,  50 250  00 

Cucumbers,  hothouse,  dozen,  87 52  50 

Cucumbers,  pickling,  11,000 27  50 

Carrots,  bushels,  194 97  00 

Carrots,  farm,  bushels,  578 115  60 

Celery,  bunches,  7,000 210  00 

Cherries,  quarts,  64 7  68 

Chickens  and  poultry,  pounds,  275 55  00 

Chive,  bunches,  58 1  74 

Ensilage,  tons,  200 1,000  00 
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Egg  plant,  dozen,  3 t^  50 

Eggs,  dozen,  760 152  00 

Grapes,  pounds,  2,800 140  00- 

Gooseberries,  quarts,  70 ; . . .  5  60^ 

Hay,  tons,  250 3,250  00 

Horseradish,  bushels,  2 2  50 

Ijettuce,  dozen,  596 214  5S 

Milk,  quarts,  159,680 4,790  40 

Oats,  bushels,  818 351  74 

Onions,  bushels,  150 150  00 

Onions,  bunches,  7,500 225  00 

Parsley,  bunches,  311 9  33 

Pears,  busheJs,  20 25  00 

Peas,  bushels,  115 143  75 

Plums,  bushels,  15 11  25 

Potatoes,  bushels,  2,000 900  00 

Pumpkins,  pounds,  7,000 35  00 

Peppers,  bushels,  13 22  75 

Parsnips^  bushels,  10 5  00 

Pieplant,  bunches,  1,875 93  75 

Pork,  pounds,  5,155 412  40 

Raspberries,  quarts,  450 45  00 

Radishes,  bunches,  4,350 130  50 

Sage,  bunches,  30 90 

Salsify,  bushels,  50 • 17  50 

Spinach,  bushels,  234. 234  00 

Squash,  summer,  bushels,  92 92  00 

Squash,  winter,  pounds,  4,200 52  50 

Straw,  tons,  20 180  00 

Strawberries,  quarts,  830 99  60" 
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Turnips,  bushels,  215 

Turnips,  farm,  bushels,  100 

Tomatoes,  bushels,  226 

Wheat,  bushels,  150 


f  64  50 

20  00 

169  60 

136  00 

116,900  03 

The  applications  for  admission  received  and  placed  on  file 
during  the  year  numbered  one  hundred  and  thirty-three,  or  nine 
less  than  for  1902.  Of  this  number  seventy-three  were  for  boys 
and  sixty  for  girls,  being  a  little  less  preponderance  of -boys 
than  has  usually  been  the  experience  heretofore.  Of  the  appli- 
cations received  ninety-two  were  accepted  and  forty-one  re- 
jected. Of  those  accepted  thirty-two,  all  for  boys,  were  still  on 
file  at  the  close  of  the  year,  awaiting  vacancies.  Of  those  re- 
jected eight  were  under  seven,  and  seven  over  fourteen  years  of 
age;  five  were  helpless  or  unteachable;  one  was  thought  to  be 
insane;  and  twenty  were  confirmed  epileptics. 

The  admissions  during  the  year  were  seventy-four,  or  one  less 
than  for  the  previous  year.  Of  the  number  admitted  twenty-seven 
were  boys  and  forty-seven  girls.  The  average  daily  attendance 
was  five  hundred  and  sixteen,  or  three  less;  and  the  total  number 
under  care  and  training,  six  hundred  and  twenty,  or  eight  more 
than  last  year,  and  again  exceeding  the  record  number  of  any 
previous  year. 

The  number  discharged  for  the  year  was  seventy-six,  seven- 
teen of  whom  were  boys  and  fifty-nine  girls,  an  increase  of 
twenty  over  1902;  and  the  number  of  deaths  four,  three  girls 
and  one  boy,  or  six  less  than  for  1902,  making  a  total  of  eighty 
vacancies  by  both  discharges  and  deaths  during  the  year,  an 
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excess  of  six  over  admissions.  For  these  six  vacancies  applica- 
tions had  been  accepted  and  the  pupils  not  yet  admitted  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 

Of  those  discharged  one  boy  and  one  girl  were  thought  to  be 
self-supporting;  fourteen  boys  and  seven  girls  were  removed  or 
retained  at  home  by  parents;  thirty-three  girls  were  transferred 
to  the  Rome  and  seventeen  to  the  Newark  asylum;  one  girl,  a 
confirmed  epileptic,  at  our  request  was  removed  by  a  county 
official;  and  two  boys  eloped. 

It  will  be  thus  observed  that  during  the  year  fifty  girls  were 
transferred  to  the  custodial  asylums,  but  not  a  single  boy.  As 
a  result,  while  all  eligible  applications  received  for  girls  through- 
out the  year  were  promptly  accepted  those  for  boys  were  neces- 
sarily deferred  until  vacancies  occurred  in  their  order.  At  the 
close  of  the  year  thirty-two  eligible  applications  were  on  file 
awaiting  vacancies.  In  the  month  of  October  at  this  writing  we 
have  been  able  to  accept  a  few  boys  whose  applications  date 
back  to  November  and  December,  1902.  County  officials  have  in 
some  instances  complained  of  the  long  delays  occasioned.  In 
such  cases  the  situation  has  been  fully  explained  and  assurances 
given  that  each  application  would  be  considered  in  its  order. 
(Cordial  relations  have  thus  been  maintained  between  the  institu- 
tion and  the  counties  and  it  is  believed  that  superintendents  of 
the  poor  are  generally  well  satisfied  that  our  accommodations 
are  fairly  distributed. 

Only  four  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  the  smallest  num- 
ber in  many  years,  and  from  which  it  is  manifest  that  general 
good  health  prevailed.  At  only  one  period  was  there  much  sick- 
ness and  that  during  epidemics  of  measles  and  whoopingcough, 
both  prevalent  at  the  same  time;  there  were  in  all  thirty-eight 
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cases  of  the  former  and  nine  of  the  latter.  Each  of  these  dis- 
eases, with  a  pneumonia  complication  was  the  cause  of  one  death, 
and  tuberculosis  of  the  other  two.  After  twenty  years  ex- 
perience among  the  feeble-minded  our  observation  is  that  tuber- 
culosis once  established  runs  a  rapid  course,  much  more  so  than 
in  normal  persons.  It  is  seldom  that  one  survives  more  than 
a  few  months  and  many  times  but  a  few  weeks  after  the  diagno- 
sis is  made.  We  have  never  yet  seen  what  might  have  been  con- 
sidered a  lingering  case. 

Besides  the  above  mentioned  infectious  diseases,  three  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  one  of  typhoid  fever  also  occurred,  in  all  of  which 
recovery  followed.  The  ease  of  typhoid  was  that  of  an  employee 
and  may  not  have  had  its  origin  upon  the  premises.  In  each  of 
the  cases  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  was  promptly  administered 
and  the  disease  promptly  responded'  to  its  efficacy.  One  of  these 
cases  and  the  severest  of  all  was  that  of  a  nurse  in  the  hospital. 
This  nurse  had  been  many  years  in  the  service  and  at  various 
times  had  attended  U|)on  cases  of  diphtheria  without  contracting 
it  and  then,  strangely,  took  the  disease  without  any  known 
exixosuw. 

The  average  age  of  those  who  died  was  eighteen,  the  oldest 
being  thirty  and  the  youngest  ten  years  of  age. 

Besides  the  general  repairs  to  buildings  and  furniture,  the 
putting  up  and  taking  down  of  awnings,  storm-houses,  door  and 
window  screens,  the  care  of  locks,  tools,  fire  extinguishers  and 
thie  local  fire  alarm  system,  the  making  of  sketches,  plans,  etc., 
performed  under  the  direction  of  the  carpenter,  the  main  items  of 
repairs  and  improvements  for  the  year  were  effected  as  usual  by 
him  and  his  assistants.  These  consisted  of  the  entire  carpenter 
work  required  under  the  special  appropriations  in  connection 
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with  the  new  plumbing  and  tile  floors  at  the  girls'  and  main 
buildings;  the  four  flights  of  iron  stairways  in  the  main  build- 
ing; lowering  and  enlarging  the  dormer  windows  in  the  upper 
floor  of  the  south  wing;  reconstruction  of  portions  of  the  roofs 
on  the  hospital  and  north  wing;  and  the  erection  of  a  shed  for 
the  protection  of  tools,  wagons,  and  farm  machines'  at  Fair- 
mount.  Other  work  was  accomplished  as  follows :  For  the  sloyd 
rooms  ten  bench  hooks  and  racks  with  pigeonholes  for  blue 
prints  were  made,  and  in  order  to  facilitate  communication  be- 
tween the  rooms  two  open  doorways  were  cut  through  the  inter- 
vening brick  walls;  at  the  Fairmount  farm  bam  a  pair  of  new 
doors  were  made  and  hung,  new  joists  and  a  floor  laid  in  the 
cow  stable,  and  a  partition  put  in  the  silo;  new  floors  were  laid 
in  number  nine  dormitory,  in  number  thirteen  bathroom,  in  halls 
on  third  and  fourth  floors  main  building,  and  in  officers'  bath- 
room, girls'  building;  steel  ceilings  were  put  on  in  north  hall, 
first  floor,  main  building,  and  in  the  small  day  room  at  the  south 
wing.  There  were  also  made  one  dump  box  for  a  farm  wagon, 
four  troughs,  one  wagon  reach,  one  wagon  bolster,  one  box  for 
lumber  wagon,  eleven  window  screens,  five  bathroom  cupboards, 
two  wardrobes,  one  bookcase,  one  set  folding  steps,  one  plant 
stand,  one  hotbed  box,  four  lockers,  one  bed  screen,  one  medi- 
cine case,  a  skid  for  the  storeroom,  a  stop  fence  on  the  ball- 
ground,  a  backstop  for  the  tennis  court,  terrace  steps  for  the 
hospital  walk,  and  many  other  things  of  minor  value  and  im- 
portance. 

The  .painter  and  two  boys  whom  he  has  trained  to  the  work 
were  all  kept  busy  throughout  the  entire  year;  nearly  all  of  the 
buildings  received  more  or  less  of  their  attention,  both  exteriorly 
and  interiorly,  as  well  as  the  roofs;  in  fact,  wherever  such  work 
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seemed  mofit  needed.  Several  rooms  also  were  repapered  and 
many  floors  shellacked  and  yamished.  Besides,  two  eatters,  two 
carriages,  and  the  family  sleigh  were  carefully  repainted,  rubbed 
down  ^nd  reflnished. 

At  the  close  of  the  season  last  year  the  gardener  and  his 
assistants  with  a  force  of  boys  added  a  share  to  the  year's  im- 
provements by  widening  the  boys^  ballgpround  and  reversing  its 
grade.  When  this  ballground  was  made  for  the  boys,  a  few 
years  ago,  the  grade  was  left  towards  the  natural  depression 
through  the  garden  to  the  west  of  the  girls'  building  and  hospi- 
tal. The  ballground  being  such  an  extensive,  hard,  smooth  sur- 
face, it  was  found  that  during  heavy  rains  a  large  amount  of 
water  would  quickly  be  turned  off  it  and  into  the  garden  and 
overflowing  the  hospital  roadway.  Upon  several  occasions 
much  damage  was  done  to  the  garden  and  the  roadway  to  the 
west  of  the  hospital  completely  washed  out.  By  the  work 
effected  last  season,  as  above  mentioned,  the  grade  was  reversed 
and  the  watershed  turned  into  a  ten-inch  underground  pipe  at 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  grounds  for  about  one  hundred  feet, 
thence  into  the  ravine  through  the  woods  and  where  no  special 
damage  can  result.  At  the  same  time  the  earth  removed  in  the 
grading  was  carried  over  at  the  eastern  border  of  the  ballground, 
giving  it  additional  width  of  from  ten  to  flfteen  feet,  which  was 
much  needed,  and  the  pleasure  of  the  boys  at  their  games  in- 
creased accordingly. 

Without  rain  between  the  middle  of  April  and  the  middle  of 
June  in  this  locality,  the  outlook  for  all  farm  and  garden  re- 
turns was  extremely  discouraging,  especially  for  hay,  corn,  and 
potatoes,  three  chief  items  of  our  consumption.  Fortunately, 
when  the  rain  came  it  proved  of  such  kind  and  quantity  that  the 
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crops  mentioned  were  revived  beyond  all  expectation.  When 
finally  harvested  they  were  found  in  excess  of  the  average.  A 
few  garden  products,  as  a  result  of  the  early  drought  and  the 
cool  summer  which  followed,  did  not  mature  well  or  were  a 
total  failui'e.  The  report  of  the  full  year's  products  of  the  farm 
and  garden  is  given  by  the  steward  and  will  be  found  upon 
another  page  of  this  report.  The  item  in  this  report  which 
shows  the  most  gratifying  increase  is  that  of  milk,  being  an 
excess  of  20,000  quarts  over  any  previous  year.  The  average 
daily  number  of  cows  at  the  farm  supplying  milk,  for  the  past 
ten  years,  has  been  about  thirty-five  and  the  quantity  has  fluc- 
tuated from  the  lowest  record  in  1899  of  97,129  quarts  to  159,680 
in  1903.  Our  herd  of  cattle  is  Holstein,  and  by  good  care,  care- 
ful breeding,  and  generous  feeding  has  materially  improved 
within  the  past  few  years.  Milk  is  made  use  of  to  such  an  extent 
in  the  dietary  of  the  institution  that  over  four  hundred  quarts 
are  daily  required.  Always  before  and  until  last  April,  to  make 
up  a  deficiency  milk  was  purchased  outside;  but  since,  the  entire 
supply  has  been  furnished  by  the  institution  herd. 

In  January  last  Mr.  John  L.  Barnett,  for  ten  years  the  honest, 
efficient  and  faithful  steward,  resigned  the  position  to  engage  in 
a  business  enterprise  in  Syracuse,  and  in  which  his  numerous 
friends  at  the  institution  vie  with  each  other  in  wishing  him  the 
best  of  success.  Upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Barnett  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  W.  B.  Farrington  was  made  from  the  eligible 
civil  service  list.  The  institution  was  fortunate  in  securing  Mr. 
Farrington,  whose  previous  experience  in  the  State  service  at 
the  Mattoawan  and  Danneniora  State  hospitals  had  amply  pre- 
pared him  for  the  position  of  steward. 
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The  institution  was  visited  during  tlie  year  by  the  following 
officials:  By  Prof.  James  A.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Salem  Hyde  of 
Syracuse,  members  of  the  local  committee  of  the  State  Charities 
Aid  Association;  by  a  committee  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of 
Erie  county;  by  Mr.  0.  W.  Winspear,  superintendent  of  the 
Newark  State  Asylum;  by  Dr.  John  F.  Pitz  Gerald,  superin* 
intendent  of  the  Rome  State  Asylum;  by  Prof.  James  A.  Hamil- 
ton of  Syracuse  University  and  the  class  in  sociology;  by 
Dr.  A.  H.  Beaton,  superintendent  of  the  Asylum  for  Imbeciles 
at  Orillia,  Ontario;  by  Dr.  Charles  Bernstein,  acting  super- 
intendent of  the  Rome  State  Asylum;  twice  by  the  Hon.  H.  H, 
Bender,  Fiscal  Supervisor  of  the  State  Charitable  Institutions; 
and  three  times  by  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  commissioner  of  the 
State  Board  of  Charities. 

Inspections  of  the  buildings  and  premises  have  been  made 
quarterly  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  W.  Hill  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities,  and  monthly  inspections  by  two  or  more  members  of 
the  board  of  managers. 

The  institution  was  also  opened  to  the  public  on  thirty-four 
Friday  afternoons  of  the  school  year.  At  the  exercises  given  in 
the  hall  on  these  afternoons  2,277  persons  appeared,  or  an  aver- 
age of  sixty-seven  for  each  day,  and  which  is  metioned  as  evi- 
dence of  the  public  interest  maintained  in  the  work  of  the 
school. 

Entertainments  were  provided  the  children  upon)  forty-one 
different  occasions,  as  follows:  On  October  21st  a  talk  on  the 
Indians  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Beauchamp;  on  November  5th  a  magical 
performance  by  Mr.  Fred  Hurd;  on  November  7th  ventriloquism 
and  a  Punch  and  Judy  show  by  Mr.  Harry  Bryant;  on  December 
25th  Christmas  carols,  tableaux  and  an  operetta  by  teachers  and 
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pnpilB;  on  December  31st  a  stereopticon  exhibition  of  Mt.  Pelee 
in  eruption  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Powell;  on  February  16th  a  series  of 
recitations  by  Miss  Mildred  Pipe;  on  February  22d  patriotio 
exercises  by  teachers  and  pupils;  on  March  30th  a  concert  by 
the  Chaminade  Olub  of  Syracuse;  on  April  21st  piano  and  yiolin 
recitations  by  the  Missee  Abbott  of  Ithaca;  on  June  8th  a  talk 
on  the  Filipinos  by  Prof.  Clarence  A.  Perry;  on  June  19th  a 
stereopticon  exhibition  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Powell ;  on  July  4th  a  base- 
ball  game  and  a  lawn  festival  in  the  afternoon  and  fireworks  in 
the  eyening;  on  September  30th  a  musical  trio  by  Mrs.  William 
F.  Belknap,  Miss  Ethel  Lockwood,  and  Prof.  Albert  Kuenzlen 
of  Syracuse.  Other  entertainments  consisted  of  music  and 
dancing  in  the  hall  on  the  various  evenings  during  the  months 
of  December,  January,  February,  and  March. 

The  managers  of  the  following  periodicals  have  gratuitously 
sent  to  the  institution  their  regular  publications  throughout  the 
year  and  for  which  our  thanks  are  publicly  rendered:  "The 
Washingtonian,"  Vancouver,  Wash.;  "Our  Little  People," 
Rochester,  N.  Y.;  "The  Optic,"  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  "Develop- 
ment," Elwyn,  Pa.;  "The  North  Star,"  Faribault,  Minn.;  "The 
Charitable  Observer,"  Lincoln,  111. ;  "  The  City  Mission  Evangel," 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  and  the  "Bulletin  of. the  Iowa  State  Institu- 
tions." 

A  highly  appreciated  gift  received  during  the  year  was  from 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Patton  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  of  a  neatly  framed  en- 
graved portrait  of  her  father,  the  late  Rev.  Henry  N.  Pohl- 
man,  D.D.,  one  of  the  members  of  the  original  board  of  trustees 
of  this  institution.  Our  thanks  are  also  extended  to  many 
friends  and  parents  of  the  pupils  for  {generous  gifts  of  toys,  nuts, 
candies,  money,  etc.,  for  use  at  the  winter  holiday  season. 
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The  purposes  of  this  institution  being  educational  in  their 
character,  children  are  admitted,  according  to  the  by-laws,  only 
between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen.  As  a  result  of  the  care 
and  training  given  it  is  very  rare  that  a  child  after  admission 
does  not  in  some  little  way  improve;  it  may  be  simply  in  habits 
or  disposition.  There  are,  however,  a  few  who  prove  to  be  prac- 
tically unteachable;  very  many  who  improve  moderately;  quite 
a  number  materially;  and  a  few  again  very  decidedly.  The 
training  of  the  institution' is  on  what  may  be  considered  moral, 
physical,  intellectual  and  industrial  lines.  Besides  being  men- 
tally  defective  the  feeble-minded  are  many  of  them  physically 
defective  and  morally  askew.  In  order  to  show  the  benefits  re- 
ceived and  advances  made  in  some  cases  from  the  training  given 
on  the  lines  mentioned  we  quote  the  following  recent  letters, 
one  from  a  parent  and  three  composed  and  written  by  pupils. 
These  letters  speak  for  themselves,  and  could  be  many  times 
duplicated.  The  first  is  that  of  a  boy,  W.  B.,  admitted  Novem- 
ber, 1896,  age  seven,  now  fourteen.  Bad  family  history — father, 
mother,  a  brother  and  sister  all  feeble-minded..  When  admitted 
to  the  institution  this  boy  knew  the  alphabet  and  could  count  to 
ten.  The  letter  was  written  in  a  plain,  legible  hand  of  a  childish 
character  and  without  a  misspelled  word;  the  language  and 
punctuation  are  his  own. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Nov.  3, 1903. 
My  Dear  Father, 

I  have  not  heard  from  you  in  a  long  time.  And  I  know 
you  will  like  to  hear  from  me.  I  am  getting  along  nicely  in 
my  sehool  and  in  my  sloyd.  And  I  have  played  base-ball  about 
all  summer.  And  I  have  gathered  lots  of  nuts  this  fall.  I  have 
lots  of  fun  playing  foot-ball  with  the  boys.    And  I  think  C.  [re- 
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ferring  to  his  sister,  also  in  the  institution]  is  getting  along 

nicely  in  school.  And  we  are  both  well  and  hope  you  are  the 
same.    And  we  have  had  nice  weather  the  last  few  days  And 

one  snow-fall.     And  I  hoj>e  you  will  write  soon,  so  good-bye  to 

your  loving  son. 

W.  B. 

The  one  which  follows  was  addressed  to  the  matron  and  was 
written  by  C.  B.,  who  was  admitted  in  May,  1900,  age  seven,  now 
ten.  When  admitted  could  neither  read  nor  count.  She  went 
home  to  New  York  last  summer  during  the  vacation  for  the 
first  time  since  admission.  The  letter  was  plainly  and  legibly 
written  and  is  given  verbatim  et  literatim: 

July  8th,  1903. 

My  dear  Miss  W ,  I  hope  this  finds  you  well.    I  arrived 

safe  home    Mamma  and  Mrs.  T was  down  to  meet  me  as 

papa  was  working,  had  some  supper  was  washed  said  my  praj'- 
ers  huged  my  mamma  and  went  to  sleep.  Mamma  and  papa  was 
very  pleased  and  surprised  to  find  me  so  much  improved  I  am 
haveing  a  good  time  I  wish  you  could  come  and  have  a  cup  of 
tea  with  us  please  my  love  to  all  my  kind  teachers  and  attend- 
ance [meaning  attendants]  and  little  playmates  Dr.C.  and  your 
dear  self  with  loVe  from  mamma  papa  and  little 

Clara  B. 

The  next  letter  was  recently  received  from  the  father  of  one 
of  our  boys,  M.  B.  H.,  who  was  admitted  in  September,  1804,  age 
twelve,  now  twenty.  When  admitted  could  read  words  of  one 
syllable  and  count  to  100.  For  five  years  after  admission  was 
kept  in  the  school;  he  then  became  restless  and  begged  for  out- 
door employment  with  the  gardener.  During  the  five  years  in 
school  he  made  good  general  progress,  was  in  the  fourth  reader 
class  and  learned  to  read  figures  into  thousands  and  could  make 
small  additions.  lias  always  spent  the  vacation  period  at  home 
and  during  last  summei'^s  vacation  the  letter  which  follows  came 
unsolicited  from  the  father: 
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Aug.  22,  1903. 
H ville. 


Supt. 

Dear  Sir:  • 

I  have  nothing  but  wards  of  commendation  for  your  splendid 
institution.  M's  development  along  all  linesi  is  all  and  more 
than  I  had  hoped.  I  wish  to  have  him  return  for  another  year. 
Js  he  eligible?  Kindly  advise,  that  I  may  get  him  in  readi- 
ness. 

I  am  Yours  truly, 

J.  £.  H. 

The  fourth  letter  and  last  is  from  a  girl,  E.  B.,  who  was  ad- 
mitted in  March,  1889,  age  eight,  flow  twenty-two.  Her  family 
history  rather  bad  and  a  brother  also  feeble-minded.  When 
admitted  she  could  count  to  fifteen,  but  could  not  read  at  all. 
Bhe  was  in  the  school  for  about  ten  years  and  advanced  to  the 
highesrt  grade  in  reading.  She  also  leai'ned  to  sew  nicely,  cro- 
chet, and  was  useful  at  general  housework.  During  her  school 
years  she  was  disposed  to  mean  and  petty  annoyances  and  was 
at  times  sullen,  stubborn,  wilful,  untruthful,  and  dishonest.  As 
she  grew  to  womanhood  she  became  more  and  more  reliable  in 
every  way,  conscientious  and  anxious  to  do  right.  She  came  to 
feel  thait  she  could  maintain  herself  in  the  world  outside  and 
her  parents,  brothers  and  sisters  were  pei'sistent  in  requesting 
and  demanding  her  removal.  We  thought  as  she  did  regarding 
her  capabilities,  but  hesitated  giving  consent,  fearing  that  her 
home  surroundings  were  baneful,  but  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  county  superintendent  of  the  x>oor  she  was  permitted  to 
go  home  last  July  on  parole.  Upon  i^eaching  home  she  very 
soon  discovered  that  the  home  influences  were  degrading  in  the 
extreme.  Her  letter,  which  follows,  is  given  to  show  the  moral 
development  and  a  strength  of  character  sufficient  to  raise  her 
above  all  family  ties  and  escape  the  peril  in  which  she  unluckily 
found  herself  environed.  We  quote  the  letter  in  her  own  words : 
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H ville,  Nov.  1,  1903. 


Doctor  O 


Dear  Sir: 

Taking  a  few  pleasaivt  minutes  of  spare  time  I  will 
write  you  a  letter  telling  you  as  I  have  a  good  place  to  work 
getting  from  five  to  six  dollars  a  week  and  boarding  with  the 
foreman's  family  at  two  dollars  a  week.  I  have  decided  not  to 
come  back  there.  I  wrote  and  told  Mrs.  L.  and  will  tell  Mr.  G. 
I  am  of  age  and  am  able  to  take  care  of  myself.  I  go  to  church  with 
the  family  and  have  joined  a  Sunday  school.  Mrs.  L.  writes  me 
very  nioe  letters  and  quite  often.  She  told  me  she  thought  you'd 
like  to  hear  from  me.  I  have  given  up  my  people  never  to  have 
anything  more  to  do  with  them,  nor  they  with  me.    1  shall  never 

go  to  W [where  hel^  parents  reside]  again.  Good  bye, 

Doctor,  I  should  enjoy  a  letter  from  you  very  much. 

Youps  truly, 

E.  B. 

It  was  mentioned  in  our  last  rex>oiit  that  through  the  active 
efforts  of  one  of  your  number  and  by  means  of  a  special  appro- 
priation the  Swedish  system  of  manual  training  known  as  sloyd 
had  been  introduced  into  the  curriculum  of  the  school.  The 
system  was  undertaken  as  a  matter  of  itrial  and  experiment  and 
has  proved  successful  beyond  our  expectations.  Three  classes 
of  ten  boys  each  have  been  organized  and  each  class  is  given 
from  three  to  four  hours'  weekly  instruction.  The  course  of  in- 
Btruction  was  carefully  planned  after  a  methodically  graded 
set  of  exercises  on  all  models.  An  iuiteresting  feature  of  it  is 
that  the  boy  is  required  to  prepare  in  advance  a  working  draw- 
ing of  the  object  he  is  going  to  make.  With  a  drawing  of  hi« 
object  in  plain  view  before  him,  sloyd  then  demands  a  practical 
use  of  tools  in  the  hands  of  the  boy.  The  method,  the  design,  the 
application,  the  construction  each  in  its  turn  requires  study  on 
the  part  of  the  boy ;  each  excites  his  interest  and  combined  they 
prove  to  be  all-around  educators  of  great  practical  value.  The 
teacher  engaged  in  our  work  spent  the  entire  summer  at  study  in 
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Sweden  and  the  course  for  the  ensuing  year  will  closely  follow  the 
advanced  Swedish  methods.  We  have  added  to  our  sloyd  equip- 
ment blackboards,  illustrations  showing  the  diflferent  positions  of 
the  body  required  for  various  exercises,  and  a  complete  set  of 
Swedish  models. 

At  an  exhibition  of  sloyd  work  given  in  one  of  the  largest 
public  schools  of  Syracuse  last  May,  specimens  of  the  work  of 
the  institution  classes  were  contributed.  Our  part  of  the  exhibit 
was  very  favorably  commended  by  the  visitors  presenit,  and  it 
was  generally  conceded  superior  to  that  shown  by  some  of  the 
classes  of  normal  children. 

With  renewed  thanks  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  members  of 
the  board  of  managers,  for  your  continued  support  and  confi- 
dence, and  with  thanks  also  to  the  ofBcerst  and  employees  for 
their  hearty  cooperation  during  the  year's  administration,  I 
close  my  twentieth  annual  report  in  good  cheer,  with  greater 
devotion  to  the  purposes  of  the  in-Sftitution  and  a  faith  in  the 
value  of  its  work  increasing  as  each  year  rolls  on. 

JAMBS  CARLTON  CARSON, 

Superintendent 

Syracuse^  December  ninth,  1903. 
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FIFTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF  THE 

Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Neio  York: 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  establishing  this  institu- 
tion,, the  undersigned  managers  respectfully  submit  this  their  fifty- 
fourth  annual  report: 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1, 1903 $1,465  86 

Receipts  from  State  appropriations  during  fiscal  year. . .  92,575  78 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils 9,679  00 

Receipts  from  pay  cases— board,  instruction  and  cloth- 
ing   2,322  05 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop. .    " 152  96 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 585  95 
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ASSETS  SEPTEMBER  30,  1904. 

Balance  in  cash $830  15 

Due    from    individuals    for    board,    instruction  and 

clothing 330  83 

Due  from  counties  for  clothing. ., 830  00 

Due  from  State  Treasurer  on  unexpended  appropri- 

priations 781  09 

Total  assets $2,772  07 


In  the  preceding  tables  the  year's  financial  operations  are  shown 
in  the  form  which  has   been  customarily  followed  for  many  years. 

The  first  table  shows  the  total  receipts  and  their  various  sources. 
While  a  few  of  the  itemized  amounts  differ  quite  materially  from 
the  corresponding  ones  of  the  previous  year,  the  total  amount  is 
approximately  the  same. 

The  second  table  presents  under  disbursements  the  amount  paid 
for  maintenance,  that  returned  to  the  Comptroller  by  Chapter  572, 
Laws  of  1899,  and  the  balance  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year,  the 
total  amount  of  which  strikes  a  balance  with  the  total  of  the  first 
table.  The  sum  included  in  the  item  as  returned  to  Comptroller, 
$12,831.28,  consists  of  moneys  received  by  the  treasurer  from  all 
sources  other  than  State  appropriations  and  amounted  to  over 
$800  in  excess  of  1903. 

In  the  third  table  is  presented  the  classified  summary  of  expen- 
ditures in  the  form  required  by  the  Fiscal  Supervisor  of  State  Charit- 
able Institutions  and,  as  was  explained  last  year,  differs  in  some 
respects  from  the  form  followed  in  the  annual  reports  for  many 
years,  but  chiefly  in  the  manner  of  collecting  the  items  under  the 
various  heads*  Comparisons,  therefore,  of  some  of  the  items  as  at 
present  appearing  with  those  of  former  years  would  be  difficult 
and  misleading.  As  compared,  however,  with  the  previous  year 
the  total  expenditure  show  a  decrease  of  $209.07.     The    changes 
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Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material $78  61 

Miscellaneous 12  71 

Total $106,872  92 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  account  of  maintenance $93,211  49 

Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  572,  Laws  of  1899 831  28 

Balance  in  bank  October  1, 1903 830  15 

Total $106,872  92 


CLASSIFIED    SUMMARY   OF    EXPENDITURES. 

On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for 
P^eeble  Minded  Children  for  tthe  year  ending  September  30,  1904: 

Salaries  of  officers  and  teachers* $13,148  18 

Wages  and  labor* 27,163  48 

Expenses  of  officers  and  managers 122  18 

Provisions 2i,085  56 

Household  stores 3,815  09 

Clothing 4,516  22 

Fuel andlight 14,102  97 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 672  39 

Shop,  farm  and  garden 5,084  53 

Ordinary  repairs 596  19 

Transportation  of  inmates 100  14 

Miscellaneous 2,804  58 


Total $93,211  49 


^Includes  S3,116.K9  expended  for  salaries  and  wages  of  employees  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  and  repairs  to  clothing  and  formerly  charged  to  account  of  clothing. 
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Balance  in  cash $830  15 

Due    from    individuals    for    board,    instruction  and 

clothing 330  83 

Due  from  counties  for  clothing. ., 830  00 

Due  from  State  Treasurer  on  unexpended  appropri- 

priations 781  09 

Total  assets $2,772  07 


In  the  preceding  tables  the  year's  financial  operations  are  shown 
in  the  form  which  has   been  customarily  followed  for  many  years. 
The  first  table  shows  the  total  receipts  and  their  various  sources. 
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While  a  few  of  the  itemized  amounts  differ  quite  materially  from 
the  corresponding  ones  of  the  previous  year,  the  total  amount  is 
approximately  the  same. 

The  second  table  presents  under  disbursements  the  amount  paid 
for  maintenance,  that  returned  to  the  Comptroller  by  Chapter  572, 
Laws  of  1899,  and  the  balance  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year,  the 
total  amount  of  which  strikes  a  balance  with  the  total  of  the  first 
table.  The  sum  included  in  the  item  as  returned  to  Comptroller, 
$12,831.28,  consists  of  moneys  received  by  the  treasurer  from  all 
sources  other  than  State  appropriations  and  amounted  to  over 
$800  in  excess  of  1903. 

In  the  third  table  is  presented  the  classified  summary  of  expen* 
ditures  in  the  form  required  by  the  Fiscal  Supervisor  of  State  Charit- 
able Institutions  and,  as  was  explained  last  year,  differs  in  some 
respects  from  the  form  followed  in  the  annual  reports  for  many 
years,  but  chiefly  in  the  manner  of  collecting  the  items  under  the 
various  heads.  Comparisons,  therefore,  of  some  of  the  items  as  at 
present  appearing  with  those  of  former  years  would  be  difficult 
and  misleading.  As  compared,  however,  with  the  previous  year 
the  total  expenditure  show  a  decrease  of  $209.07.     The    changes 
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are  as  follows:  a  decrease  of  $1,271.43  in  salaries  and  wages;  of 
S850.99  in  provisions;  of  S7.73  in  hospital  and  medical  supplies;  of 
$257.02  in  shop,  farm  and  garden;  of  $369.26  in  ordinary  repaira; 
of  $385.63  in  miscellaneous;  an  increase  of  $32.32  in  the  traveling 
expenses  of  officers  and  managers;  of  $291.64  in  household  stores; 
of  $602.02  in  clothing;  of  $1,998.38  in  fuel  and  light;  and  of  $9.33 
in  the  transportation  of  inmates.  As  will  be  seen  therefore  the  two 
leading  changes  were  in  the  items  of  salaries  and  wages,  and  fuel 
and  light,  the  decrease  in  the  former  item  being  largely  due  to  the 
discontinuance  of  one  paid  employee  and  of  a  paid  treasurer,  and 
the  increase  in  the  latter  item  to  the  increased  cost  of  fuel  combined 
with  a  steady  and  excessively  cold  winter  season. 

The  appropriations  available  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1905  are  $80,000  direct  and  $12,000  indirect  together  aggregating 
$92,000,  the  same  as  for  last  year.  The  cash  balance  on  hand 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  is,  however,  over  $2,000  less,  in  view 
of  which  and  of  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  living  is  gradually  tending 
upward  and,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  place  a  sloyd  teacher  on  the 
pay  roll  at  full  rate  next  year  the  managers  decided  at  their  annual 
meeting  to  reconmiend  a  direct  maintenance  appropriation  of  $84,000 
for  the  coming  year  by  the  approaching  Legislature.  It  is  our 
opinion  that  a  less  amount  will  prove  unsafe  and  insufficient  if 
needed  repairs,  furnishings,  and  the  present  standard  of  care  and 
methods  are  fully  maintained.  With  all  due  regard  to  economy 
in  expenditures,  we  believe  it  a  wiser  policy  for  our  legislatures  in 
providing  for  the  State's  dependents  to  lean  towards  appropria- 
tions reasonably  generous  rather  than  narrowly  parsimonious. 

It  was  also  voted  at  the  annual  meeting  to  request  special  appro- 
priations for  the  following  ^purposes:  For  repairs,  improvements 
and  equipment  the  sum  of  $4,000;  and  for  extending  the  plumbing 
improvements  and  shower  baths  in  our  buildings  of  an  amount  to 
be  approved  by  the  State  Architect  and  Fiscal  Supervisor. 
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Contemplated  under  the  first  item  is  the  purchase  of  a  new  square 
piano  for  the  school  rooms;  the  repainting  of  all  wood  work  upon  the 
institution  buildings  above  the  first  stories;  repairs  to  the  present 
stone-wall  fence  and  its  extension  across  Harbor  Brook  on  Grand 
Avenue;  repairs  to  chimneys  on  the  main  building;  new  floors,  and 
steel  ceilings  in  various  parts  of  the  buildings,  and  other  minor  re- 
pairs. 

The  appropriation  of  $700.  by  the  Legislature  of  1903  for  lowering 
the  windows  in*  the  third  story  of  the  south  wing  proved  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  and  the  work  was  completed  early  last  season. 
The  windows  lowered  numbered  twenty-two  and  were  located  in 
rooms  occupied  by  employees.  The  alterations  effected  materially 
enhanced  the  outlook  from  the  rooms,  improved  their  light  and 
ventilation,  and  rendered  egress  from  them  if  necessary  in  case  of 
fire  much  less  difficult. 

The  same  Legislature  also  made  appropriations  of  $1,000  respec- 
tively for  improving  the  ventilation  in  the  main  building  school 
rooms  and  for  miscellaneous  repairs  and  equipment.  The  improve- 
ments in  ventilation  were  made  during  the  past  summer  months 
in  six  of  the  school  rooms  where  most  needed  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  indirect  steam  radiation^  chimney  flues  being  opened 
in  the  various  rooms  for  the  escape  of  the  foul  air  and  radiators 
placed  in  the  basement  underneath  receiving  fresh  air  through  out- 
side communicating  ducts.  The  improved  condition  of  the  air  in 
the  rooms  is  even  now  in  October  very  marked,  and  will  be  still 
further  evident  as  the  season  grows  colder  and  more  heat  is  re- 
quired. The  sum  appropriated  for  repairs  and  equipment  was  ex- 
pended for  needed  repairs  on  the  roofs  of  the  laundry,  the  south  and 
north  wings,  the  hospital,  the  girls'  building,  and  the  gate  house; 
for  new  floors  in  the  dispensary,  in  the  waiting  room  in  connection 
therewith,  and  in  a  portion  of  the  stable;  for  steel  ceiling  in  the 
housekeeper's  room  and  in  the  dispensary;  for  erecting  a  new  shed 
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26  by  50  feet  for  storing  farm  wagons  and  machinery  at  Fair- 
mount  ;  and  for  other  repairs  and  improvements  of  minor  import- 
ance. 

The  appropriation  in  1903  of  $500  for  the  construction  of  a  new 
telephone  system  is  yet  unexpended  except  a  small  sum  for  adver- 
tising proposals,  but  a  contract  for  the  work  is  made  and  it  is  ex- 
pected the  new  system  will  be  in  operation  at  an  early  day. 

An  appropriation  of  $500  was  also  granted  in  1903  for  a  new  well 
and  windmill  at  Fairmount.  This  well  was  drilled  to  a  depth  of 
about  125  feet  in  the  hill  fifty  rods  west  of  the  farm  bams.  Water 
was  found  at  a  depth  of  about  90  feet  and  since  last  November 
when  the  well  was  put  into  use,  the  supply  has  proved  unfailing 
and  abundant.  An  analysis  of  the  water  from  the  well  has  been 
twice  made  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  statement,  it  is  about  as  pure  as  water  can  be: 

"Albany,  N.  Y.,  June,  7,  1904. 

''Specimen  No.  1  (Water  from  Fairmount  well).  Agar  plates 
showed  70  organisms  per  c.c.  Gelatin  plates  were  liquefied  with 
a  slight  odor.  There  was  no  gas  formation  in  any  fermentation 
tube." 

At  the  same  time  the  report  on  the  Skaneateles  Lake  water  in 
use  at  the  institution  was  as  follows: 

"  Specimen  No.  2.  Agar  plates  showed  13,500  organisms  per  c.c. 
Gelatin  plates  were  liquefied  with  a  moderate  odor.  There  was  no 
gas  formation  in  any  fermentation  tube." 

"Specimen  No.  1  is  passed  as  good  water;  specimen  No.  2  can  be 
considered  only  fair  water." 

The  appropriation  by  the  Legislature  of  1904  of  $1,000  for  re- 
pairs and  equipment  was  chiefly  expended  for  new  fire  sheets  on  two 
of  the  heating  boilers,  for  new  tubes  in  four  of  them,  for  renewal  of 
the  arches  and  for  other  masonry  in  connection  therewith.    As  a 
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result  of  which  the  six  heating  boilers  are  all  ready  for  use  and  in 
good  condition  for  the  approaching  winter's  demands. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  itianagers  of  this  institution  for  last 
year  the  needs  of  the  idiotic  and  feeble-minded  in  this  State  from 
our  point  of  view  were  feelingly  presented.  Inasmuch  as  no  ade- 
quate measures  were  adopted  by  the  last  LjBgislature  and  as  the  con- 
ditions therefore  remain  practically  unchanged  we  repeat  our 
words  and  renew  our   recommendations: 

''For  many  years  past  in  our  annual  reports  and  other  ways  the 
superintendent  and  managers  of  this  institution  have  urged  legisla- 
tive attention  to  a  more  extended  provision  for  the  idiotic  and  feeble- 
minded. These  appeals  have  been  made  with  the  most  effective 
words  at  our  command,  and  while  we  recognize  the  fact  that  our 
appeals  have  not  been  altogether  unheeded,  to  which  the  asylums 
at  Newark  and  Rome  with  their  twelve  hundred  and  sixtv  inmates 
now  bear  evidence,  the  demand  is  yet  great  and  but  little  if  at  all 
diminished.  Within  the  past  two  decades  the  opinions  of  philan- 
thropists and  those  interested  in  sociological  problems  have  been 
steadily  advancing  in  a  certain  direction  until  now  it  has  become 
among  them  an  almost  unanimously  settled  conviction  that,  as  a 
matter  of  public  policy,  practically  all  of  the  feeble-minded  class 
should  be  segregated  and  provided  for  by  (the  State.  Many  and 
various  are  the  reasons  which  have  led  up  to  this  conviction  and 
to  most  persons  they  are  easily  obvious.  In  this  State  today  less  than 
two  thousand  of  the  feeble-minded  class  are  now  provided  for  and, 
while  the  figures  of  the  last  census  are  not  at  hand,  it  is  probable 
that  the  total  number  in  the  State  is  not  far  from  ten  thousand. 
About  four-fifths  of  the  total  number  are  therefore  yet  unprovided 
for,  and  wherever  they  exist,  in  private  families,  in  the  communities 
where  they  reside,  in  the  schools,  orphan  asylums  or  county-houses, 
they  are  everywhere  a  menace  and  a  blight,  a  misfortune  both  to 
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themselves  and  to  the  public.  For  the  present  capacity  of  this 
institution  the  location  is  in  every  way  all  that  could  be  desired,  but 
to  extend  acconunodation  upon  the  limited  acreage  here  is,  in  our 
opinion,  neither  wise  nor  practicable.  To  meet  the  demands,  there- 
fore, the  buildings  at  Newark  and  Rome  should  be  increased  to  the 

full  capacity  desired  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Furthermore,  we  believe 
it  is  not  too  early  to  advocate  the  creation  of  a  new  and  additional 
asylum  in  the  State  for  the  feeble-minded,  the  location  of  which 
should  be  at  no  great  distance  from  the  city  of  New  York.  In  no 
other  way  do  we  believe  that  the  needs  of  the  feeble-minded  can  be 
attained,  and  with  a  rapidly  increasing  population  throughout  the 
State  it  is  a  question  of  such  vast  public  importance  that  delay  can 
only  end  in  accumulating  burdens  upon  the  State  in  the  near 
future." 

In  November  of  last  year  Mr.  Alfred  Wilkinson,  who  for  a  period 
of  nearly  twenty  years  had  honestly  and  faithfully  served  the  institu- 
tion as  its  treasurer,  resigned  the  position  and  for  business  reasons 
removed  to  the  city  of  New  York.  His  books  were  carefully  ex- 
amined and  to  his  credit  and  honor  found  correct  in  every  particular. 
At  the  suggestion  of  the  Fiscal  Supervisor,  the  superintendent  having 
signified  a  willingness  was  duly  elected  to  the  position  by  the  board 
of  managers  to  serve  without  compensation,  and  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  the  office  on  the  first  day  of  December,  1903. 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  July,  1904,  at  his  summer  home  and  the 
home  of  his  childhood,  Hadley,  Mass.,  the  immortal  soul  of  the 
venerable,  distinguished,  and  beloved  Permanent  Chairman  of  this 
board.  The  Right  Reverend  Frederick  Dan  Huntington,  S.  T.  D. 
LL.D.,  L.  H.  D.,  entered  into  its  eternal  rest.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
board  held  at  the  institution  on  the  following  day  Mrs.  Charles  E. 
Grouse,  Secretary,  was  chosen  to  represent  the  board  at  his  funeral 
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services,  and  appropriate  resolutions  to  his  memory  were  unani- 
mously adopted.  A  copy  of  the  resolutions  trill  be  found  as  an 
appendix  to  this  report. 

A.  W.  PAUIER. 

P.  A.  LUDDEN. 

W.  H.  WARNER. 

F.  A.  LYMAN. 

W.  W.  CHENEY. 

ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE. 

EDWARD  SEGUIN  VAN  DUYN. 


16  [Assembly 

Appropriation  for  iron  stairways,  chapter  410,  Laws  of 

1902,  cash  received  from  Comptroller $1,188  00 

Voucher  paid 1,188  00 


Appropriation   for  laundry  machinery,   chapter  410, 

Laws  of  1902,  cash  received  from  Comptroller $125  49 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 125  49 


Appropriations  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  543, 
Laws  of  1903,  and  chapter  652,  Laws  of  1904,  cash 
received  from  Comptroller $1,525  00 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 1,525  00 


Appropriation  for  lowering  windows,  chapter  543,  Laws 

of  1903,  cash  received  from  Comptroller $474  16 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 474  16 


Appropriation  for  well  and  windmill  at  Fairmount, 
chapter  543,  Laws  of  1903,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller   $500  00 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 500  00 


Appropriation  for  installing  telephone  system,  chapter 

543,  Laws  of  1903,  cash  received  from  Comptroller . . .  $14  00 

Voucher  paid 14  00 


Balance  appropriation  unexpended $486  00 


Appropriation  for  improving  ventilation  in  main  build- 
ing, chapter  543,  Laws  of  1903,  cash  received  from 
Comptroller $949  00 

Voucher  paid 949  00 


Balance  appropriation  unexpended $51  00 
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Appropriation  for  developing,  maintaining  and  extend- 
ing industries,  chapter  599,  Laws  of  1903,  cash  re- 
ceived from  Comptroller $890  36 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 890  36 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended 141  05 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1904: 

Sloyd,  chapter  594,  Laws  of  1902 $229  65 

Sloyd,  chapter  729,  Laws  of  1904 90  00 

Iron  stairways,  chapter  410,  Laws  of  1902 1,188  00 

Laundry  machinery,  chapter  410,  Laws  of  1902 125  49 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  543,  Laws  of  1903 525  00 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  652,  Laws  of  1904 1,000  00 

Lowering  windows,  chapter  543,  Laws  of  1903 474  16 

Well  and  windmill,  chapter  543,  Laws  of  1903 500  00 

Telephone  system,  chapter  543,  Laws  of  1903 14  00 

Improving  ventilation  in  main  building,  chapter  543, 

Laws  of  1903 949  00 

Developing,    maintaining    and    extending    industries, 

chapter  599,  Laws  of  1903 890  36 

Total $5,985  66 

.  Special  unexpended  appropriations  still  available,  chapters  543 
and  599,  Laws  of  1903;  chapters  729  and  652,  Laws  of  1904: 

Telephone  system $486  00 

Improvements  to  ventilation 51  00 

Improvements  to  plumbing 3,500  00 

Developing,  maintaining  and  extending  industries 141  05 

Sloyd 75  57 


Report  of  the  Superintendent. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble^Minded 
Children: 
Oentlemen — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  and 
your  board  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  exhibiting 
statistics  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30, 
1904: 

MOVEMENT  OF  THE  POPULATION. 


Present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 

Absent  on  vacation 

Since  admitted 

Readmitted 

Total  for  the  year 

Discharged 

Died 

Present  at  the  close  of  year 

Absent  on  vacation 

Total  on  the  rolls 

Average  daily  attendance 

Total  number  of  weeks'  board  furnished 
to  the  pupils 


Boys. 

Oirla. 

Total. 

272 

245 

517 

12 

11 

23 

59 

27 

86 

1 

2 

3 

344 

285 

629 

57 

26 

83 

4 

3 

7 

267 

247 

514 

16 

9 

25 

283 

256 

539 

265 

244 

509 

26,634 
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Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils,     ^ 

including  all  expenses  except  clothing $85^578  38 

Cost  of  clothing 7,633  11 

Total  cost $93,211  49 

Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of 

pupils S3  21 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing : 3  49 

Yearly  per  capita  cost 183  13 

The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during 
the  year: 

Erysipelas 1 

Nephritis,  acute 1 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 3 

Typhoid  feveri .  ^ 2 

7 


HOSPITAL  RECORD  OF  DISEASES  TREATED. 

Abscess 10 

Adenitis,  cervical 2 

Abrasion 5 

Bronchitis,  acute 10 

Bronchitis,  chronic. . . , 1 

Burn 1 

Chorea,  acute 2 

Contusion 2 

Conjunctivitis,  acute 5 

Conjunctivitis,  chronic 2 
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Croup. . . 
Debility. 
Diarrhea. 


Dislocation 


Epilepsy. . 
Erysipelas 
Fractures. . 


Hordeolum . 
Jaundice... . 
Keratitis . . . 


Pertussis 
Phimosis 


Pneumonia 


1 
4 
3 


Diphtheria 1 


1 


Eczema,  acute 2 


1 
3 
5 


Gastritis,  acute 31 

Hernia,  inguinal 3 

Hemorrhoids 2 

Infected  hands 2 


3 
1 

4 


Menorrhagia 2 

Otitis,  acute 1 


2 
4 


Phthisis  pulmonalis 4 


4 


Rheumatism,  acute 4 

Ringworm 14 

Scabies 2 

Synovitis 1 

Tonsillitis 27 

Typhoid  fever 7 

Urticaria 1 

Varicella 6 

Wounds 2 

Unclassified 48 
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OPERATIONS. 

Grcumcision 6 

Hernia,  radical  operation  for 2 

Removal,  tonsils 2 

Removal,  hemorrhoids 1 


The  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pupils  by  counties 
for  the  year: 

Remaining  Remaining 

Sept.  30.  DIb-    Sept.  30, 

1003.           Admitted,  charged.     1904. 

Albany 20  3  1            22 

Allegany 7  2  1  8 

Broome 6  1  1  6 

Cattaraugus 3  1  1  3 

Cayuga 5  12  4 

Chautauqua 5  2  2  5 

Chemung 17  0  0            17 

Chenango 3  0  0-  3 

Clinton 5  0  14 

Columbia 11  2  0            13 

Cortland 2  1  0  3 

Delaware 4  2  0  6 

Dutchess. 4  1  2  3 

Erie 46  7  6            47 

Essex 2  0  0  2 

Genesee 2  1  12 

Greene 10  0  1 

Hamilton 0  10  1 

Herkimer 3  113 

Jefferson 5  4  2  7 

Kings 36  9  6            39 

Lewis 4  0  0  4 
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Livingston... 

Madison 

Monroe 

Montgomery. 

Nassau 

Xew  York. . . 

Niagara 

Oneida 

Onondaga. . . 

Ontario 

Orange 

Orleans 

Oswego 

Otsego 

Putnam 

Queens 

Rensselaer. . . 
Richmond. . . 

Rockland 

St.  Lawrence. 

Saratoga 

Schenectady. 

Schoharie 

Schuyler 

Seneca 

Steuben 

Suffolk 

Sullivan 

Tioga 

Tompkins 


Sept.  30. 
1903. 

Admitted. 

Di»-    Sept.  30. 
diaised.     1904. 

5 

2 

2 

5 

7 

1 

0 

8 

28 

3 

5 

26 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

1 

0 

84 

17 

13 

88 

6 

1 

2 

5 

• 

26 

4 

3 

26 

31 

4 

5 

30 

10 

1 

3 

8 

8 

0 

1 

7 

2 

0 

1 

1 

6 

0 

1 

4 

14 

0 

1 

13 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

2 

2 

14 

1 

3 

12 

1 

0 

.0 

1 

6 

0 

0 

6 

4 

5 

0 

9 

4 

2 

0 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

2 

2 

10 

1 

2 

9 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

4 

8 

1 

1 

8 

6 

2 

1 

7 
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Ulster 

Warren 

Washington. . . . 

Wayne 

Westchester — 

Wyoming 

Yates 

New  York  State 


Remaining 
Sept.  30. 
1903. 

Admitted. 

Remaininc 
Di>-    Sept.  80, 
ehuted.     1904. 

12 

0 

2 

10 

3 

1 

1 

3 

4 

0 

1 

3 

5 

0 

1 

4 

13 

0 

4 

9 

4 

1 

2 

3 

5 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

1 

0 

540 

89 

90 

539 

The  steward  reports  the  following  as  the  products  of  the  farm 
and  garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1904: 

FARM  PRODUCE. 
Meats, 

712  pounds  beef  carcass $47  70 

152  pounds  lard 12  16 

4,093  lbs.  pork 288  62 

MUk, 

162,903  quarts  milk 4,887  09 

Farm  foods. 

1,250  bushels  beets,  farm  (Swedes)  (estimated) 250  00 

252  bushels  carrots,  farm  (estimated) 50  40 

58  tons  com  fodder  (estimated) 290  00 

200  tons  ensilage  (estimated) 1 ,000  00 

240  tons  hay  (estimated) 2,880  00 

800  bushels  oats 400  00 

192  bushels  rye 124  80 

22  tons  straw  (estimated) 198  00 

50  bushels  turnips 10  00 

117  bushels  wheat 128  70 

From  the  sale  of  farm  products 585  95 
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GARDEN  PRODUCE. 


343  bushels  apples 

5,762  bunches  asparagus 

78  bushels  beans,  Lima 

37  bushels  beans,  string  and  butter. 

12  bushels  beet  greens 

390  bushels  beets,  winter 

2,553  bunches  beets,  young 

11,810  heads  cabbage 

54  dozens  cantaloupes 

103  bushels  carrots 

1,025  bunches  carrots 

497  heads  cauliflower 

6,000  heads  celery 

158  quarts  cherries 

187  bunches  chive 

374  bushels  corn,  sweet 

22  bushels  crab  apples 

308  dozens  cucumbers,  hotbed 

21,793  cucumbers,  pickling 

1,175  quarts  currants 

23  dozens  egg  plant 

592  quarts  gooseberries 

1,498  pounds  grapes 

2  bushels  horseradish 

1,143  dozens  lettuce 

231  bushels  onions 

6,853  bunches  onions,  young 

223  bunches  parsley 

125  bushels  parsnips 

166  bushels  peas,  green 

44  bushels  pears 
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$129  40 

576  20 

91  50 

47  50 

6  00 

108  20 

127  65 

604  15 

64  80 

35  70 

51  25 

49  70 

300  00 

18  96 

9  35 

255  30 

6  60 

189  12 

54  48 

117  50 

23  00 

47  36 

57  42 

2  50 

498  95 

• 

278  05 

160  99 

11  15 

62  50 

201  00 

26  40 
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28  bushels  peppers $53  10 

5,465  bunches  pie  plant 273  25 

16  bushels  plums 20  00 

2,220  bushels  potatoes  (estimated) 1 ,  119  45 

4,800  pounds  pumpkins 48  00 

i  bushel  quinces 50 

3,848  bunches  radishes / 102  45 

243  quarts  raspberries,  black 24  30 

372  quarts  raspberries,  red 44  64 

122  bushels  salsify 61  00 

179  bushels  spinach 134  25 

134  bushels  squash,  summer 84  40 

5,400  pounds  squash,  winter 67  50 

45  bunches  sage 2  25 

1,193  quarts  strawberries 119  30 

377  bushels  tomatoes. 180  10 

260  bushels  turnips 78  85 

POULTRY  AND  EGGS. 

1 14  pounds  chicken 20  56 

478J  dozens  eggs 121  72 


$17,921  72 

The  matron  presents  the  following  report  of  work  done  during 
the  school  hours  by  the  sewing  classes,  one  of  bo3r8  and  four  of  girls, 
and  by  the  classes  at  tailoring,  hosemaking  and  shoemaking. 

SEWING  CLASSES. 
boys'  list. 

Bibs 406 

Bedspreads 4 

Doormats 16 


26 

Handkerchiefs 

Loops  on  towels 

Neckties v 

Pillowcases 

Sheets 

Tablecloths 

Towels,  hand 

Towels,  roller 

Washcloths 

girls'  list. 

Aprons 

Bedspreads 

Blankets,  restitehed 

Bureau  covers 

Collars 

Drawers 

Dresses 

Dresses  made  over 

Dustcloths 

Handkerchiefs 

Names  on  garments 

Napkins 

Nightdresses 

Pillowcases 

Sheets 

Shirt  waists 

Skirts 

Tablecloths 

Towels 

^owels,  hemstitched 

y  cloths 
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877 
102 
171 
372 
206 
2 
641 
187 
29 


68 
7 

22 

4 

210 

7 

484 

49 
9 

30 
252 

27 
154 
158 
544 

15 

60 

35 
397 

22 

11 
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Underwaists 12 

Window  curtains 31 

Besides  a  large  amount  of  crocheting,  embroidery,  and  other 

fancy  work. 

girls'  building  list. 

Aprons 36 

Buttonholes 3,468 

Bands • 290 

Bathing  caps 4 

Bibs 84 

Blankets,  hemmed 26 

Curtains pair  2 

Dishcloths 78 

Drawers 31 

Dresses 196 

Dressingsacks 2 


Dustcloths. 


Shoebags 


•  • 


3 


Garters pair  138 

Holders 304 

Handkerchiefs 204 

Mattress  covers 22 

Napkins 200 

New  sleeves 427 

Names  sewed  on 989 

Nightdresses ,. .  118 

Pillowcases 163 

Sheets 163 

Shirt  waists 17 


5 


Skirts 72 

Towels 260 


Tray  cloths 


3 
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Underwaists 64 

Washcloths 12 

And  a  large  amount  of  mending. 

boys'  tailoring  class  list. 

Aprons 61 

Coats 92 

Fur  robes  repaired 3 

Jackets 4 

Overalls 73 

Sheets  hemmed 4 

Shirts 9 

Suits 166 

Trousers 153 

CLASS   AT   HOSEMAKING. 

Boys'  hose,  pairs 453 

Girls'  hose,  pairs 886 

Hose  refooted,  pairs 1,083 

All  of  the  mending. 

CLASS  AT  SHOEMAKING. 

New  shoes,  pairs 54 

Shoes  repaired,  pairs 3,947 

In  the  movenient  of  the  population  as  given  in  the  foregoing 
tables  it  is  shown  that  eighty-nine  pupils  were  admitted  or  read- 
mitted during  the  year.  Of  this  number  sixty  were  boys  and 
twenty-nine  girls.  While  the  average  daily  attendance  (509) 
was  seven  less,  the  total  number  in  attendance  during  the  year 
(629)  was  nine  more  than  last  year  and  again  exceeded  the  record 
in  the  point  of  actual  numbers  present  for  any  one  year  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  institution.  The  tables  also  show  that  the  discharges 
for  the  year  numbered   eighty-three.     Of  this  number   fifty-seven 
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were  boys  and  twenty-six  girls.  Seven  deaths  among  pupils  also 
occurred,  four  boys  and  three  girls,  making  therefore  a  total  of 
ninety  discharges  for  the  year,  an  excess  of  one  over  admissions. 
Of  those  discharged  sev^n  boys  and  eleven  girls  were  removed  or 
were  retained  at  home  by  parents  after  the  summer  vacation;  thirty- 
seven  boys  and  eight  girls  were  transferred  to  the  Rome  Asylum 

m 

and  five  girls  to  the  Newark  Asylum;  two  deaf-mute  brothers  who 
appeared  to  be  more  nervous  than  feeble-minded  were  transferred 
to  the  Western  New  York  Institution  for  Deaf-Mutes  at  Rochester 
where  at  last  accounts  both  were  making  excellent  progress;  six 
boys  who  had  passed  the  school  age  were  at  our  request  removed  by 
county  officials;  two  epileptic  boys  also  were  by  request  retained  at 
their  homes  after  the  summer  vacation  and  their  parents  referred 
to  Craig  Colony;  three  boys  eloped;  and  two  girls,  each  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  of  decided  character  and  of  intelligence  but  little 
below  normal  were  discharged  as  self-supporting.  Each  found 
service  in  the  homes  of  persons  formerly  connected  with  the  institu- 
tion, both  of  whom  we  knew  were  careful,  reliable,  and  understood 
well  the  dangers  feeble-minded  girls  would  be  liable  to  encounter 
under  freedom  in  the  outside  world. 

The  number  of  applications  received  and  placed  on  file  during 
the  year  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  or  eight  less  than  for 
1903.  Of  this  number  seventy-eight  were  for  boys  and  forty-seven 
for  girls  or  a  proportion  of  five  boys  to  three  girls  which,  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  1903  when  it  was  less  than  three  to  two,  has 
been  about  the  usual  annual  ratio.  Of  the  applications  received 
ninety-one  were  found  eligiblie  for  admission  under  the  rules  and 
filed  as  accepted.  The  remaining  thirty-four  were  rejected.  Of 
those  rejected  fourteen  were  over  the  admissible  age,  five  were  under 
the  admissible  age,  nine  were  confirmed  epileptics,  three  unteachable, 
two  helpless,  and  one  was  thought  to  be  insane.  A  year  ago,  October 
1903,  thirty-two  eligible  applications  all  for  boys  were  on  file  await- 


30  [Assembly 

ing  vacancies.  ,At  the  close  of  the  past  year  (October  1904). the 
number  had  only  been  reduced  to  twenty-five  notwithstanding 
the  transfer  of  thirty-seven  boys  to  the  Rome  Asylum.  Within  the 
two  years  sixty-three  girls  have  been  transferred  to  the  Newark 
and  Rome  Asylums,  as  a  result  of  which  every  eligible  application 
received  for.  a  girl  has  been  accepted  without  any  delay,  and  a  few 
vacancies   for  girls  still   exist. 

During  the  year,  as  previously  noted  in  the  table,  seven  deaths 
occurred,  which,  with  an  average  daily  population  of  five  hundred 
and  nine,  represents  a  mortality  of  only  one  and  one-third  per  cen- 
tum. The  average  age  of  those  who  died  was  fifteen  years,  the 
youngest  being  seven  and  the  oldest  twenty  years  of  age.  At  no 
period  of  the  year  did  much  sickness  prevail.  Three  deaths  were 
due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  in  one  case  the  illness  extending  over 
a  period  of  only  two  months  while  each  of  the  other  two  pa- 
tients was  ill  for  about  a  year.  Two  deaths  were  also  due  to 
typhoid  fever  and  both  as  a  result  of  intestinal  perforation.  In 
one  of  them*  the  fatal  complication  did  not  occur  until  after  conval- 
escence was  so  well  established  that  the  patient  was  up,  able  to 
walk  about  the  hospital  wards,  and  get  out  some  in  the  open  air. 
In  all,  seven  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred,  one  in  September  1903, 
three  in  May,  and  three  in  September  1904.  One  of  the  cases  in 
May  and  two  of  those  in  September  1904  were  employees.  The 
origin  of  the  disease  could  not  even  be  conjectured.  It  is  possible 
the  employees  may  have  contracted  the  disease  outside  the  institu- 
tion but  such  could  not  have  been  the  origin  with  the  pupils 
as  none  of  them  had  been  off  the  premises.  The  water  supply  was 
entirely  from  Skaneateles  Lake  and  the  same  as  is  used  in  the  City 
of  Syracuse.  The  milk  consumed  all  came  from  our  Fairmount 
farm  and  not  a  single  case  of  typhoid  had  developed  there  in  over 
two  years.  One  death  occurred  from  erysipelas,  that  of  a  boy  seven 
mrs  old  of  the  Mongolian  type  of  feeble-mindedness.     The  disease 
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began  superficially  upon  the  face  and  after  covering  both  it  and  the 
entire  scalp,  gradually  extended  down  upon  the  body  terminating 
in  erysipelatous  abscesses  and  death  after  several  weeks  illness. 
This  case  is  the  third  one  of  the  facial  form  of  erjrsipelas  which  has 
been  observed  in  our  experience  as  occurring  among  those  of  the 
Mongolian  type  of  idiocy,  and  is  mentioned  for  the  reason  that 
in  each  case  the  disease  after  covering  the  face  and  head  gradually 
extended  down  over  the  remaining  portions  of  the  body.  In  the 
other  two  cases  both  after  prolonged  illnesses  recovered.  In  most 
cases  of  facial  erysipelas  the  disease  covers  only  the  face  or  the 
face  and  eai«,  but  the  scalp  is  also  not  infrequently  involved.  Its 
extension,  however,  down  upon  other  portions  of  the  body  we  believe 
extremely  rare  and  the  fact  that  in  all  three  of  the  cases  observed  in 
the  Mongolian  type  the  disease  followed  the  anomalous  course  indi- 
cated is  interesting. 

The  repairs  and  improvements  of  the  year  were  as  usual  numerous 
and  varied  in  their  character  and  purposes.  During  the  first  four 
months  the  time  of  the  carpenter  and  his  assistants  was  mostly  taken 
up  in  the  work  performed  under  the  special  appropriations  for  lower- 
ing windows  in  the  south  wing  and  for  general  repairs  and  equip- 
ment made  by  the  Legislature  of  1903,  and  which  has  been  detailed 
in  your  accompanjring  report.  The  carpenter  with  those  assisting 
him,  besides  repairs  to  the  east  porch  of  the  superintendent's  resi- 
dence, the  north  and  south  wing  piazzas,  board  walks,  doors,  win- 
dows, roofs,  locks,  tools,  fences,  furniture  and  farm  implements, 
the  recharging  of  fire  extinguishers,  maintaining  the  fire-alarm  sys- 
tem, etc.  also  accomplished  much  other  work  as  follows:  Made 
one  rack  for  airing  night  dresses  at  the  south  wing,  one  new  box 
in  which  to  carry  bread  to  Fairmount,  four  new  floor  racks  for  the 
laundry,  eleven  vegetable  boxes  for  the  gardener,  six  window  frames 
for  the  pig  pen  at  Fairmount,  a  storm  door  for  the  stable,  five  com- 
modes for  the  hospital,  one  sled  for  meat  delivery,  three  blackboards 
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for  the  sloyd  room;  four  knife^  fork  and  spoon  boxes  for  the  dining- 
rooms,  one  ironing  board  for  the  laundry,  four  gates,  one  wagon 
box,  three  wagon  reaches  for  the  farm,  and  thirty-one  frames  for 
printed  rules  and  regulations  and  pictures  for  hanging  about  the 
walls  of  the  various  buildings.  New  steel  ceilings  were  put  on  the 
dispensary,  the  second  and  third  floors  in  the  center  hall  main  build- 
ing, the  boys'  dining  room  at  the  farm  house,  and  in  the  rear  hall 
and  sixteen  rooms  for  employees  at  the  south  wing.  New  steps  were 
built  at  the  vegetable  cellar,  the  north  and  south  wings,  north  end 
of  boys'  building,  on  the  terrace  west  of  the  bakery,  from  the  west 
door  of  the  laimdry  down  to  the  boiler  house,  and  new  floors  were 
laid  in  the  officers'  toilet  room  at  the  boys'  building,  in  the  dispen- 
sary and  in  the  waiting  room  adjoining. 

The  painter,  with  two  boys  assisting,  was  kept  busily  employed 
throughout  the  year  at  resetting  broken  glass,  kalsomining,  repaper- 
ing,  varnishing  and  reflnishing  floors,  and  at  painting  as  follows: 
New  steel  ceilings  of  thirteen  rooms  in  the  south  wing,  the  second 
and  third  floor  halls  main  building  center,  and  the  dispensary;  the 
new  wagon  and  machine  shed  and  fences  at  Fairmount;  the  roofs 
of  the  hospital  and  the  main  building  and  the  gutters  on  the  girls' 
building,  the  west  wing  of  the  hospital  interior,  side  walls  and  ceil- 
ings; the  kitchen  and  officers'  dining  room,  boys'  building;  the  gate 
bouse  interior,  wood  work  and  side  wails  complete;  the  ceilings  and 
side  walls  in  two  dormitories  and  the  dining  room  at  the  girls'  build- 
ing; a  bath  room,  hall,  and  Ave  dormitories  in  the  main  building  and 
many  other  parts  of  minor  importance;  also,  two  carriages,  three 
cutters,  one  sleigh,  and  one  wagon. 

The  gardener  and  his  boys  and  assistants,  besides  keeping  the 
hedges  neatly  trimmed,  the  walks  and  roadways  in  good  repair, 
and  the  lawn  and  grounds  in  presentable  condition,  laid  or  relaid 
about  one  hundred  yards  of  stone  gutters  along  the  driveways  to 
the  west  of  the  boy's  building. 
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The  monotony  of  institution  life  among  the  pupils  was  relieved 
by  entertainments  provided  upon  thirty -six  different  occasions  as 
follows:  on  October  21,  moving  pictures  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Plantt;  on 
November  10,  a  stereopticon  exhibition  by  Mr.  G.  S.  Lincoln;  on 
December  14.  college  songs  by  the  Syracuse  University  Glee  Club; 
on  December  24,  Christmas  carols  by  teachers  and  pupils;  on  Janu- 
ary 12,  Father  Time  chorus  by  a  party  from  the  Geddes  Congrega- 
tional Church;  on  February  9,  inpersonations  by  Mr.  W.  D.  Howe; 
on  March  9,  a  minstrel  performance  by  the  Danforth  Athletic  Club; 
on  April  5,  a  masquerade  dancing  party;  on  May  3,  the  phonograph 
and  a  variety  of  songs  and  humorous  recitations;  on  May  22,  a  talk 
on  Japan  by  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Conover;  on  June  15  and  17,  the  operetta 
*'Snow  White"  by  teachers  and  pupils;  on  July  4,  by  a  lawn  party 
in  the  afternoon  and  a  display  of  fireworks  in  the  evening;  and  by 
music  and  dancing  upon  twenty-three  evenings  "during  the  months 
of  January,  February,  March  and  April.  Besides,  during  the  sum- 
mer months  several  outing  picnic  parties  were  arranged  for  the  work- 
ing girls  and,  in  September  the  boys  at  Fairmount  were  provided 
with  tickets  and  given  an  opportunity  to  attend  the  State  Fair. 
During  the  winter  while  the  snow  was  on,  sleighing  parties  were 
arranged  and  every  pupil  in  the  inititution  able  to  be  out  was  given 
a  pleasant  sleighride. 

During  the  year  visitations  were  made  to  the  institution  by  the 
following  ofiicials:  Mrs.  Carl  Sutter,  a  member  of  the  visiting 
committee  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association;  Hon.  G.  L.  Heins, 
State  Architect ;  a  committee  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Chemung 
county;  a  committee  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Erie  county; 
Dr.  Anton  Hochauf  of  Vienna,  Austria;  Hon.  Stephen  Smith,  Hon. 
Dennis  McCarthy  and  the  Hon.  Simon  Rosendale,  Commissioners 
of  the  State  Board  of  Charities;  Dr.  D.  F.  Lincoln  of  Boston;  Dr. 
Charles  Bernstein,  Superintendent  of  the  Rome  State  Asylum;  Hon. 
Augustus  Floyd,  Commissioner  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  and 
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twice  by  the  Hon.  H.  H.  Bender,  Fiscal  Supervisor  of  State  Charitable 
Institutions.  The  institution  was  also  visited  quarterly  and  at 
other  times  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  W.  Hill,  inspector  for  the  State 
Board  of  Charities;  and  monthly  inspections  were  made  by  one  or 
more  members   of  your  board. 

The  institution  was  as  usual  open  to  the  public  on  Friday  after- 
noons during  the  school  year  and  visitors  were  given  an  opportunity 
to  see  the  industrial  rooms  and  the  school  exercises  furnished  in  the 
hall.  Upon  these  occasions,  thirty-eight  in  number,  two  thousand 
five  hundred  and  ten  people  were  in  attendance.  The  least  number 
present  on  any  one  afternoon  was  thirteen  and  the  greatest, three 
hundred  and  sixty,  the  average  attendance  being  sixty-six. 

Public  acknowledgment  is  hereby  made  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
following  periodicals  which  were  gratuitously  sent  throughout  the 
year:  '^Our  Little  People,"  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  "The  North  Star," 
Fairbault,  Mmn.;  "The  Optic,"  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  "Development," 
Elwyn,  Pa.;  "The  Washingtonian,"  Vancouver,  Wash.;  "The 
Charitable  Observer,"  Lincoln,  111.;  ''The  Training  School,"  Vine- 
land,  N.  J.;  and  the  Bulletin  of  the  "Iowa  State  Institutions." 
Thanks  are  also  extended  to  Mrs.  Ethel  R.  Ireland  and  her  little 
band  of  workers  at  West  Groton,  N.  Y.  for  a  box  of  Christmas  gifts 
sent  to  our  children;  and  to  many  parents  and  friends  of  pupils 
for  contributions  of  money,  dolls,  toys,  fruits,  candies,  nuts,  etc., 
at  the  holiday  season.  The  joy  and  happiness  afforded  our  children 
by  these  gifts  is  inestimable  and  can  only  be  fully  appreciated  by 
witnessing  their  distribution  on  Christmas  day. 

In  May  last  Dr.  Robert  Mason  for  three  and  one-half  years  pre- 
vious the  capable,  efficient  and  skilful  medical  assistant  at  this 
institution  resigned  the  position  to  engage  in  private  professional 
work.  His  resignation  was  received  and  accepted  with  much  re- 
gret and  his  friends  here  who  include  all,  pupils,  employees,  and 
officers,  wish  for  him  in  his  new  field  of  labor  a  full  measure  of  sue- 
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cess.  Upon  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Mason,  Dr.  William  H.  Cullen 
a  junior  physician  at  the  Manhattan  State  Hospital,  was  appointed 
to  succeed  him.  Dr.  Cullen  had  several  years  previous  experience 
in  hospital  professional  work,  and  his  name  stood  at  the  head  of 
the  eligible  State  civil  service  list  for  appointment  to  a  higher  grade. 
The  institution,  we  believe,  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  securing  a 
physician  so  well  equipped  for  the  medical  duties  required. 

As  will  be  seen  on  another  page,  the  value  of  the  year's  farm  and 
garden  products  foots  up  very  close  to  $18,000  which  is  the  best 
showing  ever  obtained.  Our  herd  of  cows  has  furnished  the  entire 
milk  supply  throughout  the  year  and  special  attention  is  invited 
to  the  milk  item  of  162,900  quarts  which  at  three  cents  per  quart 
presents  a  value  of  $4,887.  On  the  farm  last  summer  was  sown 
about  thirteen  acres  of  oats,  the  yield  from  which  was  nine  hundred 
bushels  or  in  round  numbers  sixty  bushels  per  acre.  This  crop 
was  grown  in  two  fields,  one  of  eight  and  the  other  of  five  acres. 
The  yield  in  the  larger  lot  was  very  much  better  than  in  the  smaller. 
In  the  threshing  a  separate  tally  was  not  kept  on  the  product  of  the 
two  lots,  but  considering  the  total  yield  there  is  but  little  doubt 
that  the  product  of  the  eight  acres  was  at  least  five  hundred  and 
sixty  bushels  or  an  average  yield  of  seventy  bushels  per  acre.  An- 
other phenomenal  yield  at  the  farm  was  that  of  sixty-six  loads  of 
hay  from  a  field  of  twenty  acres,  an  average  of  over  three  tons  per 
acre.  In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  find  in  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Hon.  H.  H.  Bender,  Fiscal  Supervisor,  for  the  year  end- 
ing September  30,  1903,  tables  showing  the  total  acreage  of  each 
institution  reporting  to  this  department,  the  value  of  the  farm  and 
garden  products,  and  the  salaries  paid  for  operating  this  branch 
of  the  work.  By  careful  comparison  of  these  figures  we  find  that 
the  value  of  our  farm  and  garden  products  for  the  year  per  acre 
exceeded  that  of  any  other  institution  in  the  department  and, 
furthermore,  if  the  salaries  and  maintenance  paid  be  deducted  from 
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the  value  of  the  products  we  are  still  able  to  show  the  largest  per 
acre  profit.  This  is  particularly  gratifying  standing  as  it  were  in 
competition  with  thirteen  other  institutions  included  in  the  report 
whose  land  areas  ranged  from  thirty-seven  to  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-three  acres,  ours  being  two  hundred  and  seventy-four.  Any 
advantage  therefore,  accruing  from  either  a  very  large  or  a  very 
small  acreage  would  be  with  some  institution  other  than  this  one. 

The  purposes  of  the  institution  being  of  an  educational  character, 
the  school  is  therefore  very  properly  its  prominent  feature.  The 
school  work  as  conducted  here  was  so  well  described  by  Dr.  D.  F. 
Lincoln  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Education  of 
the  United  States  for  1902  that  we  have  decided  to  quote  him  nearly 
in  full  from  the  portion  of  his  report  relating  to  this  institution. 
Dr.  Lincoln  was  sekjted  by  the  Commissioner  to  report  upon  the 
Education  of  the  Feeble-Minded  in  the  United  States  and  his  report 
was  made  after  visiting  various  State  institutions,  a  few  private 
ones,  and  several  school  classes  in  operation  in  some  of  the  larger 
cities  of  the  country.  He  spent  several  days  at  this  institution  and 
was  a  very  careful  and  painstaking  observer  of  the  methods  employ- 
ed. We  quote  as  follows,  a  few  minor  corrections  of  errors  being 
made   in  his   report   by   ourselves: 

"  By  the  by-laws  the  superintendent  has  the  power  of  appointing 
and  dismissing  teachers  and  prescribing  their  several  duties  and 
places,  but  is  not  designated  as  an  educational  director.  The  peda- 
gogic control  is  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  E.  P.  Wilbur,  who  is  called  the 
head  teacher. 

The  school  hours  are  from  9  to  12:30  and  from  3  to  4:30,  with  a 
recess  from  10:40  to  11.  Saturday  afternoon  is  a  half  holiday. 
Introductory  morning  exercises  occupy  twenty  minutes,  after  which 
the  classes  file  off  to  their  rooms.  The  sessions  are  divided  into 
periods,  four  in  the  morning  and  three  in  the  afternoon.  At  the  end 
of  each  period  a  bell  strikes,  and  the  pupils  are  all  redistributed  to 
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freeh  teachers,  so  that  no  pupil  can  be  said  to  belong  to  any  one 
teacher  except  in  the  subject  or  subjects  taught  by  her.  The  classes 
are  designated  by  their  subjects,  which  are  very  various.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  general  grading.  There  are,  however, 
classes  in  number  work,  for  girls,  first  and  second;  for  boys,  first, 
second  and  third.  There  are  also  classes  in  the  First,  the  Second, 
the  Third  and  Fourth  Readers,  respectively.  Drawing,  dancing, 
sloyd,  and  sewing  are  specialized. 

There  are  trial  classes,  largely  composed  of  low-grade  children, 
in  which  the  simplest  objects  connected  with  kindergartens  are 
used  for  learning  form,  color,  and  number.  The  form  board  and 
large  peg  board  are  here  used  for  improving  the  power  of  the  fingers. 
Especial  value  is  attached,  in  this  respect,  to  sewing  and  to  braiding 
jute  into  strands  for  mats.  This  elementary  training  is  well  des- 
cribed in  the  report  for  1901  and  comprises  a  great  many  devices 
of  the  kind  known  in  other  institutions. 

The  kindergarten  classes  fill  the  usual  position  of  training  children 
for  higher  work.  Dissected  pictures  are  qviite  largely  used  and 
furnish  a  much-prized  resource,  both  for  training  and  occupation. 
Such  pictures  (glued  to  thin  board  and  cut  up), -can  be  made  on  the 
premises   ad   infinitum. 

Other  elementary  work,  in  part  transitional  from  the  kinder- 
garten^ is  indicated  by  the  designations  of  certain  classes,  as  follows: 
'Exercises  and  observations  in  attention,  articulation,  musical 
articulation;  words  (on  strips  of  card) ;  words  and  First  Reader;  chart 
and  First  Reader;  counting,  telling  time,  etc.' 

In  beginning  the  study  of  words  the  single  word  printed  in  big 
letters  on  a  separate  strip  is  used  a  great  deal.  A  next  step  is  fre- 
quently the  matching  of  single  letters  to  these  words.  In  general, 
the  usual  methods  are  employed,  and  the  final  results,  as  shown  in 
the  reading  aloud  by  advanced  boys,  appeared  satisfactory.     In 
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the  early  stages  of  reading  two  or  three  First  Readers  are  gone 
through  before  the  Second  is  used. 

The  attainments  in  number  work  were  quite  up  to  the  usual 
standard.  The  highest  class  of  girls  use  fractions  to  the  extent  of 
finding  three-fourths  of  a  bushel.  'I  had  100  acres;  I  sold  ^,  then 
J;  how  much  was  left?'  (Done  by  concrete  method.)  *A  stove  cost 
$54;  an  oil  stove  cost  i  as  much;  how  much  more  did  the  first 
cost  than  the  second?'  (This  was  a  little  beyond  their  power  in  oral 
work.)  They  wrote  to  dictation  a  sum  in  five  columns  and  added  up 
correctly.  The  highest  boys'  class  do  simple  interest  not  discount. 
The  class  were  adding  }  +  |  +  J  on  slates;  some  found  the  Jeast 
common  denominator. 

In  sloyd,  which  is  a  new  subject,  a  special  teacher  is  employed, 
who  gives  practically  three  days  in  the  week.  She  has  three  sets 
of  boys,  ten  in  each  set,  and  each  boy  has  two  periods  of  one  and  one- 
half  hours  every  week.  At  present  the  work  is  mostly  in  thin  wood, 
from  which  they  make  little  light,  ornamental  articles — a  tooth- 
brush holder,  match  holder,  bookrack,  boxes,  etc. ;  this  is  decorated 
with  knife  work  and  burnt  work.  Special  educative  value  is  assigned, 
and  no  doubt  correctly,  to  the  training  given  in  measuring  dimensions 
and  distances  and  fractional  parts,  one  of  the  first  things  made  being 
an  accurately  graduated  rule.  The  boys  are  selected;  all  the  best 
ones  are  in  their  Fourth  Reader.  They  use  the  plane  first,  the  knife 
later,  as  requiring  more  hand  control  than  they  at  first  possess. 
They  work  from  drawings.  The  superintendent  judges  that  sloyd 
work  has  already  produced  *  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  manliness, 
truthfulness,  and  self-reliance  of  these  boys.'  Mrs.  Wilbur  thinks 
its  effect  is  to  make  the  boys  attentive  and  nice  in  their  other  work. 

Drawing  is  taught  at  present  to  17  boys.  They  are  doing  out- 
line forms,  devising  and  cutting  out  simple  pasteboard  pattern 
objects  (rosette,  fleur-de-lis);  they  work  them  into  a  wall-paper 
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pattern  and  color  it.  They  are  beginning  to  do  rudimentary  land- 
scape in  wash,  and  later  will  draw  from  objects. 

Reading  is  provided  by  portable  libraries  sent  from  the  city  li- 
brary and  exchanged  from  time  to  time.  There  may  be  50  to  75 
who  care  to  read. 

Physical  Exercise.  Every  child  must  if  able  to  take  part  in 
calisthenics  during  school  hours  each  day.  I  saw  one  class  of  32 
boys  and  girls  doing  a  most  complicated  set  of  exercises  with  dumb- 
bells and  wands,  a  very  showy  piece,  which  is  thought  very  much 
of.  .  This  is  their  best  class,  and  for  that  sort  of  work  it  was  as  good 
as  it  could  well  be.  It  was  absolute  memory  work,  without  orders, 
under  the  lead  of  two  pupils. 

I  saw  four  sets  of  quadrilles,  bo3rs  and  girls  up  to  14  or  so,  very 
well  done,  and  enjoyed  by  the  dancers. 

For  those  needing  to  be  taught  to  walk  the  horizontal  square 
barred  ladder  is  a  favorite  appliance." 

The  sad  event  of  the  year  was  the  death  of  your  permanent  chair- 
man, The  Right  Reverend  Bishop  Huntington.  When  I  came 
to  this  institution  twenty  years  ago  as  its  superintendent,  he  was 
the  permanent  chairman  of  the  board,  and  to  which  position  he  was 
afterward  unanimously  annually  elected,  the  last  time  in  October, 
1903.  Soon  after  assuming  the  duties  of  my  of&ce,  in  a  manner 
peculiarly  pleasing  and  characteristic  of  the  man,  assurance  was 
given  me  that  I  could  depend  upon  his  confidence,  support,  and 
friendship.  At  no  time  during  the  years  that  have  since  passed 
did  the  assurance  then  given  ever  fail  me.  Bishop  Himtington  was 
for  thirty  years  a  member  of  the  board  of  managers,  and  for  twenty- 
one  years  its  presiding  officer.  His  long  period  of  service  on  the 
board,  his  many  other  educational  and  philanthropic  interests, 
his  scholarly  attainments  and  reputation,  and  his  eminence  as  an 
ecclesiastic  gave  character  and  standing  to  the  institution.     He  was 
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a  tower  of  strength  for  a  superintendent  to  lean  against  and  in  his 
death  I  feel  deeply  the  loss  of  so  valued  a  friend  and  counselor. 

In  conclusion,  with  thanks  to  you  of  the  board  of  managers  for 
your  support  and  confidence,  to  the  officers,  teachers  and  employees 
for  their  loyalty  and  faithful  work,  with  deepest  gratitude  to  an 
overruling  Providence  for  the  many  blessings  vouchsafed  in  the 
past,  our  hope  for  the  future  filled  with  entire  faith  in  the  continuance 
of  the  blessings  and  a  promise  of  further  gratifying  results,  this 
institution  is  again  commended  to  your  care  and  watchful  oversight. 

JAMES  CARLTON  CARSON. 

Superintendent. 
Syracuse,  N.  Y-,  December  fourteenth^  1904. 
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APPENDDC 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State 
Institution  for  Feeble-Minded  Children  held  July  13.  1904  the  fol- 
lowing  resolutions   were   unanimously   adopted} 

WHEREAS,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  The  Rt.  Rev.  Frederic 
Dan  Huntington,  S.  T.  D.,  LL.  D.,  L.  H.  D.  the  venerable  and  for 
more  than  thirty  years  the  most  distinguished  member  of  this  board, 
has  departed  this  life,  leaving  vacant  the  office  of  permanent  chair- 
man, a  position  he  had  continuously  occupied  with  efficiency  and  a 
uniform  courtesy  toward  his  associates  and  with  honor  and  credit 
to  the  institution  for  more  than  twenty-one  years;  we,  therefore, 
his  fellow  members,  who  survive,  in  profound  sorrow  at  his  loss  and 
respect  for  his  memory,  do 

RESOLVE,  that  by  the  death  of  Bishop  Huntington  the  institu- 
tion has  been  deprived  of  a  faithful  officer,  the  board  of  an  able  and 
valued  counselor;  one  eminent  as  a  citizen,  active  and  interested 
in  all  civil  duties,  large-minded  and  just;  an  erudite  scholar,  ripe 
with  and  full  of  wisdom  and  learning;  a  churchman  of  pure  and  holy 
life;  a  friend  to  the  poor,  the  toilers,  the  afflicted,  the  weak  and  the 
fallen  and  a  ready  advocate  of  every  worthy  work  of  charity  and 
mercy;  that,  as  a  Board  of  Managers,  we  place  on  our  records  and 
cause  to  be  published  our  profound  sense  and  appreciation  of  the 
great  loss  sustained  by  the  institution,  by  the  community,  by  the 
diocese  over  which  he  was  so  many  years  a  reverend  father  and 
beloved  bishop,  by  the  State  and  by  ourselves,  officially  and  per- 
sonally. 

RESOLVED,  That  in  this  hour  of  bereavement  we  respectfuDy 
offer  and  extend  to  his  devoted  family  our  sincere  sympathy  and  ask 
for  them  such  care  and  comfort  as  can  only  be  given  by  the  Father 
and  Protector  of  all  mankind. 


■fB 


FIFTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OVTHB 


MANAGERS 


OF  THB 


Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 

Minded  Children 


;  ^      ^  FOR  THE  YEAR  1905 


PART  r 


^^ 


N» 


MANAGERS 

Maj.  Alva  W.  Palmer  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Grouse 

Hon.  Walter  W.  Cheney      Rt.  Rev.  P.  A.  Ludden 
Frederick  A.  Lyman,  Esq.    William  H.  Warner,  Esq. 
Edward  Seguin  van  Duyn,  M.  D. 

EX-OFFICIO  MANAGER 

Hon.  Andrew  S.  Draper,  Commissioner  of  Education 

PERMANENT  CHAIRMAN 

Maj.  Alva  W.  Palmer 

SECRETARY 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Crouse 

treasurer 
James  C.  Carson 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Maj.  Alva  W.  Palmer  Hon.  W.  W.  Cheney 

William  H.  Warner,  Esq. 


OFFICERS 


superintendent 
James  C.  Carson,  M.  D. 

STEWARD 
WiLLARD  B.  FaRRINGTON 

ASSISTANT  PHYSICIAN 

William  H.  Cullen,  M.  D. 

MATRON 

Miss  Alvira  E.  Wood 
ASSISTANT  MATRONS 

Miss  Louise  C.  Richards  Miss  Frances  C.  Crawford 

Miss  Flora  E.  Martin 

HOUSEKEEPER 

Miss  Alice  M.  Palmer 
TEACHERS 

Mrs.  Emily  P.  Wilbur  Miss  K.  Featherstone 

Miss  Sarah  P.  Young  Miss  Julia  R.  Kennedy 

Mrs.  M.  Elizabeth  Cook  Miss  Helen  M.  Woods 

Mrs.  Olive  M.  Sawtellb  Miss  Birgit  Lund 

Miss  Mary  F.  Cozzens  Miss  Lelia  Martineau 

Miss  Ada  P.  Widdrington 

STENOGRAPHER 

Miss  Julia  E.  Church 

BOOKKEEPER 

Devere  E.  Smith 

STOREKEEPER 

Norell  E.  Smith 


State  of  New  York 


No.  18. 


IN  ASSEMBLY 


Janoaby  17,  1906. 


FIFTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THB 

Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for 

Feeble-Minded  Children 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  establishing  this  institu- 
tion, the  undersigned  managers  respectfully  submit  this  their  fifty- 
fifth  annual  report: 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1904 $830  15 

Receipts  from  State  appropriations  during  fiscal  year  91,668  59 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. ....  9,451  00 
Receipts   from   pay  cases,   board,   instruction   and 

clothing 2,045  19 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 116  45 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products .* 675  70 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 66  67 

Miscellaneous 1  00 

Total $104,854  76 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  account  of  maintenance 

Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  572,  Laws  of  1899 
Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1905 


$91,740  38 

12,356  01 

758  36 

$104,854  75 


CLASSIFIED  SUMMARY  OF  EXPENDITURES. 
On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for 
Feeble-Minded  Children  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1905: 

Salaries  of  officers  and  teachers* $13,340  10 

Wages  and  labor* 27, 194  06 

Expenses  of  officers  and  managers 80  45 

Provisions 21 ,337  87 

Household  stores 3,436  86 

Clothing 4,539  92 

Fuel  and  light 13, 127  87 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 908  08 

Shop,  farm  and  garden 4,506  24 

Ordinary  repairs 311  02 

Transportation  of  inmates 65  52 

Miscellaneous 2,892  39 

Total $91 ,740  38 

ASSETS  SEPTEMBER  30,  1905. 

Balance  in  cash $758  36 

Due   from   individuals   for   board,    instruction   and 

clothing 'i 398  22 

Due  from  counties  for  clothing 750  00 

Due  from  State  Treasurer  on  unexpended  appropria- 
tions    7  85 

Total  assets $1 ,914  43 

♦  Includes  $2,906.59  expended  for  salaries  and  wages  of  employees  engaged  in  the  manu- 
faeture  of  and  repairs  to  clothing  and  formerly  charged  to  account  of  clothing. 
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In  the  foregoing  tables  the  financial  operations  of  the  institution 
are  presented  in  the  form  that  has  been  followed  for  many  years. 

In  the  first  table  are  shown  the  receipts  and  their  different  sources 
as  itemized.  For  the  past  several  years  the  various  itemized  amounts 
and  their  totals  have  not  materially  changed.  Attention  is  however 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  receipts  from  pay  cases  have  been  grad- 
ually decreasing  for  many  years.  Thirty  years  ago  (1875)  the  re- 
ceipts from  this  source  were  $5,905;  twenty  years  ago  (1885)  they 
were  $5,844;  ten  years  ago  (1895)  $3,397;  and  this  year  (1905)  only 
$2,045,  or  a  little  more  than  one-third  the  amount  received  from 
the  same  source  in  1875.  Again,  the  population  of  the  institution 
in  that  year  was  considerably  less  than  one-half  what  it  was  last 
year.  The  deduction  therefore  is  that  the  poor  and  indigent  are 
receiving  the  benefits  of  the  institution  care  and  training  in  a  much 
larger  proportion  than  formerly. 

In  the  second  table  are  shown  the  disbtirsements  under  two  heads, 
that  on  account  of  maintenance,  $91,740.38;  and  that  "returned  to 
Comptroller",  $12,356.01,  in  compliance  with  the  law  of  1899,  chap- 
ter 572. 

Under  the  third  table  is  given  the  classified  summary  of  the  ex- 
penditures on  account  of  maintenance  in  an  itemized  form  as  required 
by  the  Fiscal  Supervisor.  The  changes  in  the  various  items  enu- 
merated under  this  table  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  are  as 
follows:  An  increase  in  salaries  and  wages  of  $222.50;  of  $252.31  in 
provisions;  of  $23.70  in  clothing;  of  $235.69  in  hospital  and  medical 
supplies;  and  of  $87.81  in  miscellaneous;  a  decrease  of  $41.73  in 
traveling  expenses  of  officers  and  managers;  of  $378.23  in  household 
stores;  of  $975.10  in  fuel  and  light;  of  $578.29  in  shop,  farm  and  gar- 
den; of  $285.17  in  ordinary  repairs;  and  of  $34.62  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  inmates.  The  total  expenses  for  the  year,  $91,740.38  show 
a  decrease  of  $1,471.11  as  compared  with  those  for  1904,  $93,211.49. 
This  decrease  is  more  than  covered  by  the  two  items  in  the  summary 
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of  "fuel  and  light"  and  "shop,  farm  and  garden,"  the  total  increase 
and  decrease  of  other  items  practically  offsetting  one  another.  As 
a  result  of  the  decrease  in  the  total  cost  of  maintenance,  the  average 
weekly  cost  for  the  year  was  nine  cents  less  and  the  per  capita  cost 
six  dollars  less  than  for  the  previous  year,  a  result  which  can  not 
always  occur  but  is  nevertheless  gratifying  when  it  does. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  in  October  the  board  decided  upon 
asking  appropriations  for  the  following  purposes:  For  maintenance, 
$84,000;  for  repainting  (two  coats)  the  exterior  woodwork  of  the 
institution  buildings,  $1,200;  for  building  a  cellar  for  roots  and 
vegetables  at  Fairmoimt,  $900;  for  general  repairs  and  equipment, 
$1,000;  for  purchasing  a  new  piano  for  the  school,  $500;  for  com- 
pleting the  plumbing  improvements  and  providing  shower  baths, 
(amoimt  to  be  determined  by  the  State  Architect);  and  for  reim- 
bursing the  maintenance  account  for  the  extraordinary  expenses 
sustained  during  the  recent  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  (amoimt  to 
be  determined  later). 

In  relation  to  the  above  items  for  which  application  will  be  made 
to  the  incoming  Legislature  that  for  maintenance,  $84,000,  is  $2,000 
more  than  was  appropriated  by  the  last  Legislature  for  the  current 
year.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  in  a  general  way  the  cost 
of  living  is  gradually  tending  upward,  and  acting  upon  this  belief 
it  was  considered  that  an  increased  amount  should  be  appropriated 
if  the  standard  of  care  is  to  be  fully  maintained. 

The  exterior  woodwork  of  most  of  the  buildings  consists  chiefly 
of  window  sash,  frames  and  cornices,  none  of  which  has  been  re- 
painted in  many  years.  There  is  great  need  of  this  work  being  done, 
and  much  of  it  requires  scaffolding  and  can  not  be  imdertaken  by 
the  single  painter  that  we  employ.  An  estimate  of  $1,200  was  made 
for  the  work  and  is  accordingly  requested. 

At  the  Fairmoimt  farm  there  is  practically  no  cellar  room  pro- 
vided.    Quantities   of   potatoes   and   other   vegetables   are   grown 
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there  every  year,  the  former  bemg  drawn  to  the  institution  and 
housed  at  the  root  cellar  here.  The  roots  for  the  cattle  are  all 
needed  at  the  farm  and  housed  there  about  the  bams,  covered  with 
straw  and  kept  from  the  frost  as  much  as  possible.  Every  year, 
however,  a  quantity,  more  or  less,  has  been  injured  or  spoiled.  A 
commodious  cellar  can  be  built  in  the  bank  convenient  to  the  build- 
ings without  great  expense  and  an  appropriation  of  $900  is  asked 
for  the  purpose. 

The  use  of  pianos  in  our  school  rooms  and  in  some  other  depart- 
ments is  very  necessary.  A  new  one  has  not  been  purchased  in  more 
than  10  years,  and  at  least  four  of  the  eight  now  being  used  are 
almost  valueless.  To  replace  one  of  them  an  appropriation  of  $500 
ia  requested. 

By  the  Legislature  of  1905  an  appropriation  of  $3,500  was  granted 
to  continue  the  improvements  in  plumbing  and  provide  shower 
baths.  The  State  Architect  is  of  the  opinion  that  amount  will  be 
sufficient  to  complete  the  work  in  the  remaining  buildings  except 
the  south  wing  and  at  some  miscellaneous  points.  For  the  piu*pose 
and  for  the  erection  of  two  water  closets  to  be  provided  with  modem 
plumbing  to  replace  the  primitive  affairs  in  use  during  the  summer 
months  at  the  grove  an  appropriation  of  an  amoimt  to  be  determined 
by  the  State  Architect  was  recommended  by  the  board. 

An  appropriation  of  $1,000  for  general  repairs  and  equipment  will 
also  be  requested. 

It  was  also  voted  at  the  annual  meeting  to  ask  an  appropriation 
to  reimburse  the  maintenance  account  for  the  extraordinary  expenses 
incurred  by  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  which  was  then  prevailing 
and,  although  checked,  still  continues  at  the  writing  of  this  report. 
The  amount  of  the  appropriation  is  to  be  determined  later,  or  at  the 
conclusion  of  the*  epidemic,  an  accoimt  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  superintendent. 

The  imexpended  special  appropriations  of  1903  were  made  use  of 
during  the  past  year  as  needed  or  as  far  as  practicable: 
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That  for  improving  the  ventilation  in  the  main  building  by  correct- 
ing a  defect  in  an  air  duct,  leaving  a  balance  of  $8.88  imexpended. 

That  for  installing  a  telephone  system,  and  upon  which  work  was 
in  process  imder  contract  with  the  Connecticut  Telephone  and 
Electric  Company  at  the  writing  of  our  last  report.  The  work  was 
completed  about  December  1,  1904,  and  thus  far  the  system  installed 
has  given  very  good  satisfaction.  The  contract  required  the  entire 
appropriation  of  $500. 

The  balance,  $75.57,  of  the  appropriation  for  sloyd  was  expended 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  for  tools  and  material  for  the  sloyd  room. 
Since  the  appropriation  for  that  purpose  was  exhausted,  the  salary 
of  the  teacher  and  the  necessary  material,  etc.,  have  been  provided 
from  the  maintenance  fimds. 

The  appropriation  of  $1,000  by  the  Legislature  of  1905  for  repairs 
and  equipment  has  thus  far  been  expended  for  the  following  pur- 
poses :  for  providing  and  laying  new  flooring  in  the  stables  for  horses 
at  both  Syracuse  and  Fairmount;  at  the  latter  place,  for  ceiling  the 
interior  of  the  ice  house,  reshingling  the  roof  of  the  pig  pen,  relaying 
a  floor  in  the  milk  room,  and  a  board  walk  between  the  cottage  and 
bam  buildings;  at  the  institution,  for  providing  an  additional  win- 
dow in  the  engineer's  room  at  the  boys'  building,  for  new  columns, 
sills,  rails  and  banisters,  and  repairs  to  theiioors  of  two  porches  at 
the  hospital,  for  steel  ceilings  in  two  halls  and  two  dormitories  at 
the  main  building,  one  dormitory  at  the  north  wing,  and  a  clothes 
closet  and  dining  room  at  the  south  wing,  for  reshingling  the  roofs 
of  the  gate  house  and  farm  house,  for  relaying  floors  in  three  dormi- 
tories and  one  bath  room  at  the  boys'  building,  for  removing  the  old 
retaining  wall  at  the  north  wing  area,  for  repairs  to  the  stone-wall 
fence,  and  for  other  repairs  of  less  significance.  A  small  amount, 
sixty  dollars,  of  the  appropriation  is  still  unexpended  but  will  shortly 
be  utilized  for  further  new  flooring. 
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The  appropriation  of  1904,  $3,500,  for  extending  the  plumbing 
improvements  and  providing  shower  baths  was  expended  in  part 
imder  a  contract  covering  the  improvements  in  the  boys'  building 
and  north  wing,  as  specified  by  the  State  Architect.  The  work 
upon  the  contract  for  these  improvements  was  completed  about 
August  first,  leaving  a  balance  $857.62  of  the  appropriation  still 
unexpended.  Included  imder  these  improvements  for  the  buildings 
mentioned  is  the  shower  bath  which  we  have  found  has  two  advan- 
tages over  the  old  bathtub  system,  that  of  rapidity  in  bathing  and 
economy  in  the  use  of  water. 

With  the  appropriation  of  1905,  $3,500,  for  plumbing  improve- 
ments it  is  contemplated  extending  them  throughout  the  main 
building  and  hospital,  plans  and  specifications  for  which  have  already 
been  prepared  by  the  State  Architect.  For  various  reasons,  how- 
ever, it  has  been  decided  to  defer  the  work  until  the  summer  of  1906. 

The  managers  take  occasion  to  renew  and  reiterate  their  appeals 
to  the  people  and  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State  to  provide  for  the 
needs  of  the  idiotic  and  feeble-minded.  There  is  no  one  of  the  State 
institutions  for  this  class  but  is  obliged,  by  reason  of  insufficient; 
capacity,  to  refuse  a  large  number  of  the  applications  received. 
Out  of  167  applications  received  here  in  1905  only  sixty-one  pupils  were 
admitted  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  but  eleven  vacancies  existed. 
Nearly  every  application  received  is  for  one  reason  or  another  an 
"urgent''  one,  and  the  same  we  know  to  be  true  at  the  other  institu- 
tions. For  two  years  past  we  have  presented  our  views  upon  this 
subject  and  recommended  measures  for  the  relief  of  the  conditions. 
With  a  few  immaterial  changes  we  repeat  as  follows:  "For  many 
years  past  in  our  annual  reports  and  other  ways  the  superintendent 
and  managers  of  this  institution  have  urged  legislative  attention  to 
a  more  extended  provision  for  the  idiotic  and  feeble-minded.  These 
appeals  have  been  made  with  the  most  effective  words  at  our  com- 
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mand^  and  while  we  recognize  the  fact  that  our  appeals  have  not 
been  altogether  unheeded,  to  which  the  asylums  at  Newark  and 
Rome  with  their  fourteen  hundred  inmates  now  bear  evidence,  the 
demand  is  yet  great  and  but  little  if  at  all  diminished.  Within  the 
past  two  decades  the  opinions  of  philanthropists  and  those  interested 
in  sociological  problems  have  been  steadily  advancing  in  a  certain 
direction  until  now  it  has  become  among  them  an  almost  unani- 
mously settled  conviction  that,  as  a  matter  of  public  policy,  prac- 
tically all  of  the  feeble-minded  class  should  be  segregated  and  pro- 
vided for  by  the  State.  Many  and  various  are  the  reasons  which 
have  led  up  to  this  conviction  and  to  most  persons  they  are  easily 
obvious.  In  this  State  today  about  two  thousand  of  the  feeble- 
minded claBs  are  now  provided  for  and,  while  the  figm-es  of  the  last 
census  are  not  at  hand,  it  is  probable  that  the  total  number  in  the 
State  is  more  than  ten  thousand.  Four-fifths  of  the  total  number 
are  therefore  yet  unprovided  for;  and -wherever  they  exist,  in  pri- 
vate families,  in  the  communities  where  they  reside,  in  the  schools, 
orphan  asylums  or  county-houses,  they  are  everywhere  a  menace 
and  a  blight,  a  misfortime  both  to  themselves  and  to  the  public. 
For  the  present  capacity  of  this  institution  the  location  is  in  every 
way  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  to  extend  accommodation  upon 
the  limited  acreage  here  is,  in  our  opinion,  neither  wise  nor  practic- 
able. To  meet  the  demands,  therefore,  the  buildings  at  Newark 
and  Rome  should  be  increased  to  the  full  capacity  desired,  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Furthermore,  we  believe  another  asylum  in  the  State 
for  the  feeble-minded  should  be  established  without  delay,  and  located 
at  no  great  distance  from  the  city  of  New  York.  We  believe  that 
the  needs  of  the  feeble-minded  can  be  met  or  attained  in  no  other 
way  and,  with  a  rapidly  increasing  population  throughout  the  State 
and  especially  in  the  city  of  New  York,  it  becomes  a  question  of  such 
vast  public  importance  that  delay  can  only  end  in  accumulating 
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burdens  and  conditions  upon  the  State  which  will  surely  be  deplored 
in  the  near  future."    * 

The  attention  of  the  Legislature  is  further  invited  to  the  reports 
of  the  treasurer  and  superintendent. 

A.  W.  Palmeb, 

P.  A.  LUDDEN, 

F.  A.  Lyman, 
W.  H.  Warner, 
W.  W.  Cheney, 
Edward  S.  Van  Duyn, 
Alta  Pease-Crouse. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


James  C.  Carson,  treasurer  of  the  S)a'acuse  State  Institution  for 
Feeble-Minded  Children,  in  current  account  with  the  State  of  New 
York  for  cash  received  and  expended  for  the  general  supplies  and 

salaries  and  wages  of  officers,  teachers,  attendants,  and  employees 
of  said  institution,  etc.,  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1905: 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1904 $830  15 

State  appropriations  for  maintenance  91,668  59 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils 9,451  00 

Receipts  from   pay  cases,   board,   instruction   and 

clothing 2,045  19 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shops 116  45 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 675  70 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 66  67 

Receipts  from  miscellaneous  sources 1  00 

Total $104,854  75 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
Warrants    of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

October,  1904 $7, 109  17 

Warrants    of    executive    committee    for   month   of 

November,  1904 9,242  74 

Warrants    of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

December,  1904 7,887  92 

Warrants    of   executive    committee   for   month   of 

January,  1905 : 8,618  51 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

February,  1905 8,581  50 
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Warrants   ef   executive   committee   for   month   of 

March,  1905 $7,649  55 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

April,  1905. 7,374  86 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

May,  1905 8,205  18 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

June,  1905 6,850  41 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

July,  1905 6,414  42 

Warrants   of   executive    committee   for   month   of 

August,  1905 6,826  20 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

September,  1905 6,979  92 

$91,740  38 
Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter  580,  Laws  of  1899 . .  12 ,  356  01 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1905 758  36 

Total $104,854  75 

There  was  received  and  expended  under  special  appropriations, 
chapter  543,  Laws  of  1903;  chapter  599,  Laws  of  1903;  chapter  729, 
Laws  of  1904;  chapter  652,  Laws  of  1904;  and  chapter  703,  Laws  of 
1905,  as  follows: 
Appropriation  for  installing  telephone  S3r8tem,  chapter  543,  Laws  of 

1903,  cash  received  from  Comptroller $486  00 

Voucher  paid 486  00 

Appropriation  for  improving  ventilation  in  main  building,  chapter 

543,  Laws  of  1903,  cash  received  from  Comptroller.  $42  12 

Voucher  paid 42  12 

Balance  appropriation  imexpended  and  lapsed $8  88 
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Appropriation  for  developing,  maintaining  and  ex- 
tending industries,  chapter  599,  Laws  of  1903,  cash 
received  from  Comptroller $141  05 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 141  05 


^ 


Appropriation  for  developing,  maintaining  and  ex- 
tending industries,  chapter  729,  Laws  of  1904,  cash 
received  from  Comptroller $648  67 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 648  67 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $143  68 

Appropriation  for  sloyd,  chapter  729,  Laws  of  1904, 

cash  received  from  Comptroller $76  67 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating. 76  67 

Appropriation  for  improvements  to  plumbing,  chap- 
ter 652,  Laws  of  1904,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller   $2,642  38 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 2,642  38 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $857  62 

Appropriation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter    . 

703,  Laws  of  1905,  cash  received  from  Comptroller. .  $940  00 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 940  00 

Balance  appropriation  imexpended $60  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1905: 

Telephone  system,  chapter  543,  Laws  of  1903 $486  00 

Improving  ventilation  in  main  building,  chapter  543, 

Laws  of  1903 42  12 

Developing,  maintaining  and  extending  industries, 

chapter  599,  Laws  of  1903 141  06 
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Developing,  maintaining  and  extending  industries, 

chapter  729,  Laws  of  1904 $648  67 

Sloyd,  chapter  729,  Laws  of  1904 75  57 

Improvements  to  plumbing,  chapter  652,  Laws  of 

1904 2,642  38 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  703,  Laws  of  1905. .  940  00 

Total $4,975  69 

Special  imexpended  appropriations  still  available^  chapters  729 
and  652,  Laws  of  1904,  and  chapter  703,  Laws  of  1905: 
Developing,  maintaining  and  extending  industries^ 

chapter  729,  Laws  of  1904 $143  58 

Improvements  to  plmnbing,  chapter  652,  Laws  of 

1904 ; 857  62 

Improvements  to  plumbing,  chapter  703,  Laws  of 

1905 3,500  00 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  703,  Laws  of  1905 . .  60  00 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERnTTENDENT. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  far  Feeble-Minded 

Children: 

Gentlemen — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  and 
your  board  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  exhibiting  sta- 
tistics and  other  matters  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30, 1905 : 

MOVEMENT  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

Boys.  Girls.  TotaL 

Present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. ....  267          247          514 

Absent  on  vacation 16             9            25 

Since  admitted 18            42            60 

Readmitted .; Oil 

Total  for  the  year 301  299  600 

Discharged 27  38  65 

Died 1  6  7 

Present  at  the  close  of  the  year 260  244  504 

Absent  on  vacation 13  11  24 

Total  on  the  rolls 273  255  528 

Average  daily  attendance 264  254  518 

Total  number  of  weeks'  board  furnished  to  the  pupils 27,006 

Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses  except  clothing $84,293  87 

Cost  of  clothing 7,446  51 

Total  cost $91,740  38 

Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction 
of  pupils $3  12 
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Average  weekly  costi  including  clothing S3  40 

Yearly  per  capita  cost 177  13 

The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during 
the  year: 

Diphtheria 1 

Epilepsy 1 

Nephritis,  acute 1 

Tuberculosis 4 

7 

HOSPITAL  RECORD  OF  DISEASES  TREATED. 

Abscess 14 

Adenitis 2 

Abrasion 13 

Anaemia 5 

Bronchitis,  acute 16 

Bronchitis,  chronic 2 

Blepharitis 1 

Bum a 

Chorea,  acute 1 

Conjunctivitis,  acute 10 

Conjunctivitis,  chronic 2 

Cystitis 1 

Debility 11 

Diphtheria 1 

Dislocation 3 

Dysmenorrhoea 3 

Epilepsy 6 

Enteritis 2 

Gastritis,  acute 33 

Hernia,  inguinal 2 
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Hernia,  scrotal 1 

Hemorrhoids 1 

Hepatitis 1 

Hordeolum 5 

Iritis 1 

Influenza 3 

Impetigo 12 

Keratitis 1 

Laryngitis 1 

Mania,  acute 6 

Measles. .' 27 

Mumps 2 

Menorrhagia 1 

Otitis,  acute 14 

Ophthalmia,  purulent 2 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 3 

Pneiunonia 2 

Psoriasis 1 

Rheumatism,  acute 2 

Ringworm 6 

Scabies. 2 

Scarlet  fever 1 

Synovitis 1 

Tonsillitis 11 

Typhoid  fever* 12 

Wounds 21 

Uncla^jsified 15 

OPERATIONS. 

Circumcision 9 

Dilation  of  lachrymal  duct 1 

Enucleation  of  eye 1 

*  Ten  casM  treated  in  the  city  hoepitals  not  included. 
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Hernia,  radical  operation  for .* 2 

Incision  of  ear  drum 4 

Removal  tonsils 4 

Removal  hemorrhoids 1 

The  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pupils  by  counties 
for  the  year: 

Remaining  Remaining 

Sept.  30.  Sept.  30, 

1904.         Admitted.    Discharged.  1905. 

Albany 22  3  3            22 

Allegany 8  ..  1              7 

Broome 6  . .  . .              6 

Cattaraugus 3  . .  . .              3 

Cayuga 4  114 

Chautauqua 6  2  3              4 

Chemung 17  1  3            15 

Chenango 3  ..  3 

Clinton 4  ..  1              3 

Columbia 13  ..  ..            13 

Cortland 3  113 

Delaware 6  2  17 

Dutchess 3  ..  3 

Erie '47  2  6            43 

Essex 2  ..  . .              2 

Genesee 2  1  ..3 

Greene 1111 

Hamilton 1  ..  1 

Herkimer 3  1  2             2 

Jefferson 7  4  2              6 

Kings 39  6  4            40 

Lewis 4  ..  4 

Livingston 5  . .  . .              5 

Madison 8  ..  2              6 

Monroe 26  1  7            20 
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Montgomery. 

Nassau 

New  York. . . 

Niagara 

Oneida 

Onondaga 

Ontario 

Orange 

Orieans 

Oswego 

Otsego 

Putnam 

Queens 

Rensselaer. . . 
Richmond. . . 
Rockland. . . . 
St.  Lawrence. 

Saratoga 

Schenectady. 

Schoharie 

Schuyler 

Seneca 

Steuben 

Suffolk 

Sullivan 

Tioga 

Tompkins 

Ulster 

Warren 

Washington.. 

Wayne 

Westchester. 


88 
5 

26 

30 
8 
7 
1 
4 

13 
1 
2 

12 
1 
6 
9 
6 
1 
3 
1 
2 
9 
2 
4 
8 
7 

10 
3 
3 
4 
9 


1 

1 

12 

•  • 
3 
3 


1 
1 

• 

1 
1 
1 


17 
1 
3 
1 


1 
1 


1 


1 
4 


1 


1 


1 


5 

1 

83 

4 

26 

32 

9 

7 

•      • 

4 

13 

1 

3 

11 
1 
7 
9 
7 
1 
3 
1 
1 
9 
2 
4 
7 
9 

10 
3 
4 
3 

11 
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Wyoming 3  3 

TTatee 6            ..  6 

539            61  72          528 

The  steward  reports  the  following  as  the  products  of  the  farm  and 
garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1905 : 

FARM  PRODUCE. 
Eggs: 

619  7-12  dozen  eggs $123  92 

Meats: 

121  poimds  chicken 20  57 

97  pomids  lard 8  26 

4,267  poimds  pork 341  36 

Milk: 

161,041  quarts  milk 6,270  58 

Farm  foods: 

60  bushels  beets,  farm  (Swedes)  (estimated) ....  *  10  00 

400  bushels  com,  farm  (estimated) 100  00 

90  tons  com  fodder  (estimated) 450  00 

:200  tons  ensilage  (estimated) 1 ,000  00 

218  tons  hay  (estunated) 2,180  00 

692  bushels  oats 242  20 

185  bushels  rye HI  00 

34  tons  straw  (estimated) 238  00 

30  bushels  turnips 6  00 

161  bushels  wheat 144  90 

From  the  sale  of  farm  products 676  70 

GARDEN  PRODUCE. 

166  bushels  apples 83  00 

6,950  bunches  asparagus 695  00 

17  bushels  beans,  lima 25  50 

,82  bushels  beans,  string  and  butter 49  20 
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20  bushels  beets  greens 

451  bushels  beets,  wmter 

4,675  bunches  beets,  young 

13,860  heads  cabbage 

31  dozens  cantaloupes 

283  bushels  carrots 

2,400  bunches  carrots 

1 ,  175  heads  cauliflower 

6,000  heads  celery  (estimated) 

388  quarts  cherries.-. 

96  bunches  chive 

200  pounds  citron 

286  bushels  com,  sweet 

32  bushels  crab  apples 

229  dozens  cuciunbers,  hotbed 

27,200  cucumbers,  pickling 

870  quarts  currants 

4  dozens  egg  plant 

68  quarts  gooseberries 

1 ,484  pounds  grapes 

8  bushels  horseradish 

1 ,645  dozens  lettuce 

137  bushels  onions 

10,500  bimches  onions,  young 

411  bunches  parsley 

185  bushels  parsnips 

179  bushels  peas,  green 

44  bushels  pears 

10  bushels  peppers 

15,565  bunches  pie  plant 

107  bushels  plums * 

1,820  bushels  potatoes  (estimated) 910  00 


[Assembly 

$10  00 

180  40 

116  87 

693  00 

18  60 

113  20 

84  00 

94  00 

300  00 

38  80 

4  80 

10  00 

171  60 

16  00 

114  50 

54  40 

87  00 

3  00 

6  80 

59  36 

12  00 

592  20 

116  45 

210  00 

20  55 

111  00 

134  25 

44  00 

15  00 

466  95 

80  25 
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8  bushels  prunes $4  00 

4,855  pounds  pumpkins. . , 48  55 

2  bushels  quinces 2  00 

4,205  bunches  radishes 126  15 

150  quarts  raspberries,  black 12  00 

180  quarts  raspberries,  red 18  00 

80  bushels  salsify 60  00 

140  bushels  spinach 77  00 

121  bushels  squash,  summer 60  50 

3,700  pounds  squash,  winter Ill  00 

46  bunches  sage 4  60 

278  quarts  strawberries 33  36 

200  bushels  tomatoes 100  00 

60  bushels  turnips 18  00 

$17,344  99 

The  matron  presents  the  report  of  work  done  during  the  school 
hours  by  the  following  industrial  classes: 

SEWING  CLASSES. 

Boys'  List 

Bibs: 280 

Bedspreads 3 

Collars 51 

Covers,  bread •  16 

Doormats 8 

Dustcloths 7 

Handkerchiefs 1 ,484 

Neckties 224 

Pillowcases 375 

Sheets 249 

Suspenders,  pairs 25 

Tablecloths 3 
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Towels,  hand  and  dish 493 

Towels,  roller 164 

Washcloths 80 


Dustcloths 


Holders 


Shirtwaists 


GirW  List. 

Aprons 88 

Collars 228 

Doilies 8 

Dresses 499 

Dresses  made  over 13 


5 


Handkerchiefs 321 


6 


Mattress  covers 45 

Names  on  garments 126 

Napkins 158 

Nightdresses 186 

Pillowcases 226 

Sheets '. 315 
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Skirts 32 

Tablecloths 10 

Towels 258 

Towels,  hemstitched 26 

Traycloths 11 


Besides  a  large  amount  of  crocheting,  embroideiy,  and  other 

fancy  work. 

GirW  Building  List. 

Aprons , 66 

Buttonholes 3,765 

Bands ; 222 

Bathing  caps 4 

Bibs 23 
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Blankets  hemmed 

Curtains 

Dishcloths 

Drawers 

Drawers  restitched 

Dresses 

Dressing  sacks 

Dustcloths « » 

Garters,  pairs 

Holders 

Handkerchiefs 

Mattress  covers 

Napkins 

New  sleeves 

Names  sewed  on 

Nightdresses 

Pillowcases 

Sheets 

Shirtwaists 

Shoebags 

Skirts 

Towels 

Tablecloths 

Underwaists 

Vests  restitched 

Washcloths 

And  a  large  amount  of  mending. 

Boys*  Tailoring  Class  List. 
Aprons 

Coats 

Cover,  carriage 

Fur  robe  repaired 


14 

26 

56 

114 

6 

149 

38 

23 

127 

352 

164 

12 

245 

124 

905 

99 

164 

60 

11 

12 

98 

265 

5 

99 

4 

23 


35 

80 

1 

1 
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Overalls 17 

Suits 310 

Trousers 313 


Class  at  Hosetnaking. 
Boys'  hose,  pairs 454 

Girls'  hose,  pairs 985 

Hose  refooted,  pairs 1 ,018 

All  of  the  mending. 


Class  at  Shoemaking. 

New  shoes,  pairs 40 

Shoes  repaired,  pairs 4,018 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  ADxMISSION. 
The  applications  for  admission  exceeded  those  of  any  previous 
year  in  the  history  of  the  institution,  numbering  167,  of  which  102 
were  for  boys  and  65  for  girls,  or  42  more  in  all  than  for  1904,  the 
proportion  of  about  five  boys  for  every  three  girls  being  steadily 
maintained  as  noted  in  many  previous  years.  Of  the  applications 
received,  137  were  accepted  and  placed  on  file  and  either  have  been 
or  will  be  offered  admission  as  vacancies  occur.  The  30  remaining 
applicants  were  found  ineligible  for  admission  under  the  governing 
rules  and  were  rejected.  Of  those  rejected,  12  were  confirmed 
epileptics,  six  were  helpless,  four  were  over  and  six  under  the  admis- 
sible age,  and  two  were  thought  to  be  totally  unteachable.  At  the 
close  of  the  year  all  eligible  applications  received  for  girls  had  been 
accepted,  but  the  number  of  those  for  boys  had  increased  to  74 
as  against  32  at  the  close  of  last  year. 

ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES. 

In  the  foregoing  tables  it  is  shown  that  61  pupils  were  admitted 

or  readmitted  during  the  year,  or  28  less  than  for  1904.     Of  this 

number,  43  were  girls  and  18  boys,  as  against  60  boys  and  29  girls 

ist  year.     It  is  also  shown  in  the  tables  presented  that  the  dis- 
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charges  numbered  65,  27  of  whom  were  boys  and  38  girls.  One 
boy  and  six  girls  died,  making  a  total  of  72  discharges  for  the  year. 
Of  those  discharged,  nine  boys  and  six  girls  were  removed  by  parents, 
or  retained  at  home  after  the  summer  vacation;  one  boy  and  four  girls 
were  transferred  to  Craig  Colony;  12  boys  and  seven  girls  to  the  Rome 
asylum;  one  boy  who  had  become  insane  was  removed  by  a  county 
official;  two  girls  were  transferred  to  hospitals  for  the  insane  and  19 
to  the  Newark  Asylimi;  three  boys  eloped;  and  one  was  discharged  as 
self-supporting.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  518,  or  nine  more 
than  for  1904,  while  the  total  attendance  was  600,  or  29  less.  The 
diminished  total  on  the  roll  at  the  close  of  the  year,  528,  as  com- 
pared with  539  last  year,  was  due  to  transfers  of  nearly  40  to  other 
institutions  during  the  months  of  August  and  September,  and  also 
because  new  admissions  were  held  back  in  the  month  of  September 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  institution  during 

that  month. 

HEALTH  AND  MORTALITY. 

The  deaths  during  the  year  numbered  seven,  the  same  as  for  1904. 
The  causes  of  death  in  four  of  the  cases  were  tubercular,  one  being 
of  an  intestinal  and  three  of  a  pulmonary  character.  With  an  average 
daily  attendance  of  518,  the  mortality  represents  the  very  low  rate 
of  only  one  and  one-third  per  cent.  The  average  age  of  those  who  died 
was  17  years,  the  youngest  being  nine  and  the  oldest  32  years  of  age. 

An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  during  the  winter  months  and  in 
all  27  cases  are  recorded.  The  inmates  of  the  girls'  building,  which 
is  separate  from  the  other  buildings,  escaped  the  disease  altogether. 

In  the  spring  and  early  summer  months,  scarlet  fever  was  very 
prevalent  throughout  the  city  of  Syracuse.  During  that  period  one 
case  appeared  at  the  institution,  that  of  a  boy  eight  years  of  age. 
As  soon  as  discovered  he  was  isolated  in  one  of  the  hospital  wards 
and,  fortunately,  by  that  means  the  disease  was  confined  to  the  one 
case. 
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About  the  first  of  June  a  case  of  diphtheria  was  discovered  in  a 

girl  of  nine  years,  of  feeble  intellect,  which  resulted  in  death  after  a 

week's  illness. 

AN  EPIDEMIC  OF  TYPHOID. 

Since  the  year  1889  a  record  has  been  kept  of  the  diseases  treated 
in  the  hospital.  Within  that  period  not  a  single  year  has  passed 
but  one  or  more  cases  of  typhoid  fever  are  found  on  record.  At 
four  different  times  the  disease  has  taken  on  an  epidemic  form. 
In  1891  there  were  twenty  cases,  in  1892  seventy-four,  in 
1900  twenty-one,  and  in  1905  twenty-three.  In  the  years 
1891  and  1892  the  disease  was  reasonably  attributed  to 
the  water  in  use,  the  institution  being  then  supplied  by  the  Syracuse 
Water  Company  with  water  obtained  from  the  watershed  of  a  certain 
area  of  Onondaga  hill,  collected  in  a  large  reservoir  in  the  above 
locality  and  conducted  therefrom  through  a  pipe  to  a  smaller  reser- 
voir about  one-half  mile  distant  from  the  institution.  At  that  time 
the  residents  of  this  institution  and  of  a  neighboring  one,  "The 
Shelter,"  were  the  only  people  in  the  city  supplied  with  water  from 
that  particular  reservoir,  the  inhabitants  of  the  rest  of  the  city 
obtaining  water  from  another  reservoir  which  was  filled  by  pumping 
from  Onondaga  creek.  During  the  summer  months  of  1891  typhoid 
prevailed  at  both  "The  Shelter"  and  this  institution.  The  water  in 
use  at  the  two  places  was  therefore  considered  almost  certainly  the 
cause  of  the  disease.  Believing  it  to  be  so,  several  wells  were  drilled 
at  what  were  considered  safe  points  upon  the  institution  premises, 
the  pipe  water  from  the  reservoir  was  discontinued  for  drinking 
purposes  as  far  as  possible,  and  the  well  waters  substituted.  This 
was  prior  to  the  time  of  bacteriological  examinations.  All  went 
well  until  the  following  summer  when  another  outbreak  of  the  disease 
occurred,  very  much  more  severe  than  the  one  of  the  previous  year. 
Investigations  were  made  by  the  State  and  city  boards  of  health, 
md  a  prominent  sanitary  engineer,  Mr.  William  Paul  Gerhard  of 
^^ew  York,  was  employed  by  the  institution.    A  new  sewer  system 
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was  planned  and  recommended  by  Mr.  Gerhard  and  was  constructed 
the  next  season.  It  was  generally  believed,  however,  that  the  water 
from  the  wells  and  the  reservoir,  either  one  or  both,  caused  the 
disease.  Arrangements  were  therefore  made  for  the  delivery  of  a 
daily  supply  of  drinking  water  to  the  institution  from  the  Great 
Bear  and  Dorwin  springs,  and  this  arrangement  was  continued  until 
the  introduction  of  the  Skaneateles  lake  water.  However,  a  few 
cases  of  the  disease  continued  to  recur  yearly,  and  in  1900  the  third 
epidemic  occurred,  21  cases  in  all  appearing  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September.  Only  water  from  Skaneateles  lake  being 
then  in  use  throughout  the  ini^itution,  the  water  as  a  cause  of  the 
disease  was  considered  out  of  the  question.  The  ice  in  use  that  year 
was  obtained  from  one  of  the  old  abandoned  city  reservoirs,  and  it 
was  found  possible  for  the  water  stored  there  to  have  become  con- 
taminated by  drainage  from  the  Onondaga  county  alsmhouse  at 
Onondaga  Hill,  two  miles  distant,  where  typhoid  had  prevailed 
quite  extensively  the  previous  summer.  For  that  reason  the  city 
health  authorities  in  their  investigations  here  in  1900  reached  the 
conclusion  that  the  ice  was  in  all  probability  the  cause  of  the  disease. 
In  this  opinion  the  superintendent  was  never  able  to  concur,  and 
for  three  substantial  reasons.  First,  of  the  21  patients  only  one 
was  an  employed  person,  the  remaining  20  being  inmates;  and  until 
the  ice  was  suggested  as  a  cause  all  employed  persons  about  the 
institution  had  used  ice  in  their  drinking  water  freely.  None  of 
the  inmates,  however,  had  use  of  it  except  occasionally  as  it  might 
have  been  obtained  from  officers  or  employees  or  by  picking  up 
pieces  now  and  then  during  its  distribution.  Second,  in  one  depart- 
ment of  only  20  persons,  the  farm  house,  where  three  cases  of  the 
disease  developed,  ice  had  not  been  used  except  for  cooling  purposes. 
Third,  two  or  three  very  reliable  inmates  ill  with  the  disease  assured 
the  superintendent  they  had  not  partaken  of  either  ice  or  ice  water 
at  any  time  during  the  season.    The  proportion  of  inmates  to  em- 
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ployed  persons  in  the  institution  is  usually  about  five  to  one.  If, 
therefore,  the  ice  was  the  cause  it  would  naturally  have  followed, 
from  the  condition  of  things  as  stated,  that  the  proportion  of  inmates 
and  employees  who  contracted  the  disease  would  have  been  very 
different  or  even  reversed.  During  this  epidemic  two  or  three  of  the 
boys  at  the  Fairmoimt  farm  also  came  down  with  the  disease.  The 
water  in  use  there  was  examined  bacteriologically  and  condemned 
for  drinking  purposes.  A  year  later  an  appropriation  was  obtained 
and  a  new  water  supply  secured  for  the  Fairmount  property  by 
windmill  and  pump  from  the  high  hill  west  of  the  buildings.  Ex- 
aminations of  the  water  thus  obtai&ed  have  since  been  made  at 
different  times  and  each  time  the  sample  has  been  pronounced 
exceptionally  pure. 

During  the  last  week  of  July,  1905,  a  case  of  typhoid  was  found  in 
an  inmate  at  the  boys'  building.  A  week  later,  in  August,  another 
case  was  discovered  at  the  same  building  and  almost  simultaneously 
two  boys  at  the  Fairmount  farm  came  down  with  the  disease. 
Samples  of  the  water  and  ice  in  use  at  both  the  institutions  and  the 
Fairmount  farm  were  sent  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  bacter- 
iological examination  and  a  report  was  soon  received  that  all  were 
found  usable.  As  no  more  cases  appeared  for  over  a  month,  specu- 
lation concerning  the  cause  of  the  disease  in  this  group  of  four  cases 
is  left  out  of  consideration  in  what  follows: 

On  the  fifth  of  September  an  employee  at  the  boys'  building  was 
found  ill  with  the  fever  and  between  that  date  and  October  first 
eighteen  more  cases  developed.  Of  the  19  in  this  group  of  cases, 
12  were  employees  and  seven  inmates.  Of  the  12  employees 
nine  of  the  number  took  their  meals  at  the  boys'  building  and 
three  at  the  main  building.  Of  the  seven  inmates  five  ate  at  the 
boys'  building  and  two  at  the  main  building.  A  separate  kitchen 
and  cook  is  provided  at  each  building  and  three  different  tables  are 
supplied,  the  officers'  the  employees',  and  the  inmates'.     Of  the 
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men  who  contracted  the  disease,  two  resided  outside  the  institution 
premises  and  were  in  the  habit  of  taking  their  midday  meal  (Sundays 
excepted)  at  the  boys'  building.  These  circumstances  rather  point- 
ed to  the  cause  as  something  which  might  have  been  eaten  or  drank 
at  the  tables.  This  surmise  was  further  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  of  the  last  seven  inmates  who  took  the  disease  all  save  one 
were  of  a  class  of  workers  likely  to  obtain  articles  of  fodfl  left  over 
from  the  officers'  and  employees'  tables.  At  the  tables  in  the  boys' 
building  22  employed  persons  were  accustomed  to  take  their  meals, 
and  three  of  the  number  their  dinners  only.  Of  these  22  employed 
persons  nine  contracted  the  disease,  and  1 3  escaped.  Of  the  latter 
at  least  five  were  immune,  having  previously  had  typhoid.  No 
cases  of  the  fever  occurred  at  any  time  among  the  occupants  of 
the  hospital,  the  girls'  building,  and  the  farm  house,  comprising  all 
told  a  population  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Separate  cooking 
and  tables  are  furnished  at  each  of  the  places  named,  the  same  as 
mentioned  at  the  boys'  and  main  buildings.  The  city  water  supplies 
all  of  the  buildings,  none  other  being  used.  The  milk  used  was  the 
product  of  the  Fairmount  farm;  and  the  ice,  which  was  nowhere 
in  use  except  for  cooling  purposes,  was  all  secured  from  the  same 

reservoir  last  winter. 

* 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  in  use  both  at  the  in- 
stitution and  Fairmount  and  of  the  milk  were  made  by  Dr.  William 
H.  May,  the  city  bacteriologist,  and  all  were  pronounced  good  or 
usuable.  The  premises  here  and  at  Fairmount  were  several  times 
carefully  inspected  by  Dr.  May  in  company  with  the  superintendent 
and  the  conclusion  reached  by  both,  and  for  the  reasons  above  stated, 
is  that  the  disease  was  probably  due  to  some  infected  article  of  food, 
either  fruit  or  green  uncooked  vegetables;  that  the  worst  or  largest 
portion  of  the  infected  food,  of  whatever  kind  it  was,  reached  the 
officers'  and  employees'  tables  at  the  boys'  building;  and  that  a 
smaller  or  less-infected  portion  in  the  course  of  distribution  reached 

3 
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i\m  mniAnyt^m*  UtiU)  at  thi;  main  building.  What  the  infected 
Mrtlolii  Iff  fo<xl  witM  or  li/;w  it  became  infected  there  does  not  appear 
U^  \m  any  certainty, 

WaUir^  kHf  and  mlllc  boirig  out  of  the  question  the  next  possibility 
waM  Umt  iif  food  contamination  by  flies.  In  the  grove  at  the  upper 
itnd  of  tlict  hmtltutlon  Kroundn  two  water-closets  are  located  for  the 
outdoor  ou  pbiyK^'^^^nul  uho  of  the  boys  and  girls  during  the  summer 
months.  *l'\\tMt\  oloHotH  ai'o  of  the  primitive  order,  without  plumb- 
luKi  and,„althouKlv  olTortH  lutvo  been  made  to  keep  them  as  sanitary 
an  |Hmi«lbU«,  tl\t^y  have  always  been  considered  necessary  nuisances, 
^rht^y  t\vp  Uumlod  about  ton  to  twelve  hundred  feet  distant  from  the 
hwyn'  and  nmln  biilldiuKii.  The  theory  of  food  contamination  by 
llii>ii  fhMU  tht«0  oKvftot^  iM  (H>rha(xs  nithor  far-fetched  by  reason  of  the 
\lU(anoo^  yot  U  wan  )HVHHibU\  The  garden  lies  between  the  buildings 
aiul  \\\i>  iit^xnt^  and  bt  tlunvfon}  nearer  the  closets.  Prior  to  the 
Si^lMondnn'  o\iUv)vak  i^t  the  dbease*  in  the  way  of  fruits  and  green 
\\^vtal4«>Q^%  )4uuv«  and  ap)4t>ei  frvMU  the  orchari  and  lettuce  and 
UMuatxH^a  ^\MU  lh<^  i^awlen  had  Ihhm\  in  ik$^  and  upon  the  tables. 
*\^!^  wuW\uM\  l\v  tht>5t  v\f  a^vv  \M\e  \^f  th<?  prvvluc;;?  named  was  possible. 
U  W  \MU"  o\vuuN^\  ti\at  th^*  t^xi^urx^  j>ia\3i::Tvnmd  cioseis  should  be 
H^Ka^vafivsi  K^?\\^v  5^v,N^»,ivr  ^v.i*.>«>^.  ar.d  an  avjvvpf^-a:^^^  for  the  por- 
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facts  bearing  upon  heredity  as  were  to  be  found  in  the  descriptive 
applications  received  for  admission.  During  the  past  year  the  two 
thousandth  application  was  received  and  duly  recorded.  In  1896 
the  first  1,000  applications  were  reported  and  in  order  to  make 
the  statistics  uniform  the  2,000  are  now  reported  in  the  same  form 
as  was  then  adopted.  The  statistics  given  in  1896  were  preceded 
by  the  following  remarks  which  are  now  as  truly  apropos  as  then, 
"  Had  further  inquiries  been  instituted  beyond  the  simple  descrip- 
tive facts  mentioned  in  the  blanks,  it  is  probable  that  the  elements 
of  heredity  would  have  been  shown  in  still  greater  force.  It  must 
be  considered,  also,  that  the  descriptions  furnished  us  are  largely 
made  up  by  the  family  physicians,  as  obtained  from  the  family,  or 
by  some  immediate  member  of  the  family;  and  that  the  disposition 
in  many  families  to  slightly  overlook  or  conceal  certain  tainted  fam- 
ily records  has  often  been  noted.  This  operates  to  make  all  records 
of  this  nature  appear  better  than  they  really  are.  In  compiling 
these  statistics,  we  have  first  taken  the  facts  given  as  they  relate  to 
parents  alone,  and  have  endeavored  to  tabulate  in  manner  as  follows:" 


Both  parents  healthy 

Both  parents  unknown 

Fathers  intemperate,  mothers  healthy . . . 

Mothers  intemperate,  fathers  healthy 

Both  parents  intemperate 

Fathers  healthy,  mothers  sickly 

Mothers  healthy,  fathers  sickly 

Both  parents  sickly * 

Fathers    epileptic,    insane    or    imbecile; 

mothers  healthy 28  26  64 

Mothers    epileptic,  insane    or    imbecile; 

fathers  healthy 25  24  49 

Fathers    epileptic,    insane    or    imbecile; 

mothers  unknown 2  2  4 

Mothers    epileptic,    insane    or    imbecile; 

fathers  unknown 29  18  47 
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slides,  three  peels  and  one  pole  for  the  bakery,  two  reaches  and  five 
bolsters  for  wagons,  two  meat  boards,  three  meat  boxes,  one  bread 
board,  two  boxes  for  wheelbarrows,  nine  pig  troughs,  one  sleigh  rack, 
one  egg  box,  five  crates,  and  many  other  articles  of  less  importance. 
The  painter  with  a  boy  to  assist  him  was  kept  busy  throiighout  the 
year  at  interior  and  exterior  painting,  wall-papering,  the  varnishing 
and  care  of  fioors,  and  other  work  in  his  line  of  a  general  character. 

VISITATIONS. 

Official  visitations  to  the  institution  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 
Twice  by  the  Hon.  Dennis  McCarthy  and  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  Com- 
missioners of  the  State  Board  of  Charities;  twice  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Robert  W.  Hill,  superintendent  of  State  and  alien  poor;  by  Dr.  E. 
V.  Stoddard,  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities;  by  the  Hon. 
H.  H.  Bender,  Fiscal  Supervisor  of  State  Charitable  Institutions; 
by  Prof.  Edwin  L.  Earp  of  the  Syracuse  University  and  his  class  in 
sociology;  by  Dr.  A.  H.  Beaton,  Superintendent  Asylxmi  for  Imbe- 
ciles, Orillia,  Ontario;  by  Dr.  William  H.  May,  bacteriologist  for  the 
city  of  Syracuse;  by  Prof.  W.  D.  Johnson  of  the  State  Educational 
Department;  by  Dr.  Charles  Bernstein,  Superintendent  of  the  Rome 
State  Asylum,  and  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Winspear,  Superintendent  of  the 
Newark  State  Asylum. 

According  to  a  long-established  custom  the  institution  was  opened 
to  the  public  on  Friday  afternoons  during  nine  months  of  the  school 
year.  Various  school  exercises,  classes  and  calisthenic  drills  were  ex- 
hibited upon  such  occasions,  36  in  number,  and  visitors  also  given  an 
opportunity  to  see  the  industrial  classes  and  products  of  the  school 
work.  A  count  of  the  visitors  in  attendance  at  the  Friday  exercises 
was  kept  and  the  total  is  found  to  be  1,923  or  an  average  of  63.  The 
largest  number  present  was  119  and  the  smallest  22.  Considering 
that  the  weather  was  very  foul  upon  several  Fridays  and  that  the 
exercises  were  never  in  any  way  advertised,  we  think,  the  fact  that 
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nearly  2,000  persons  attended  them  during  the  nine  months,  is  an 
evidence  of  a  steadily  maintained  local  interest  in  the  school  work 
of  the  institution. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

For  many  years  it  has  been  our  effort  to  afford  the  pupils  some 
digression  from  the  ordinary  routine  institution  life  by  means  of 
entertainments.  During  the  past  year,  besides  music  and  dancing 
in  the  hall  upon  23  occasions  in  the  months  of  December,  January, 
February,  March  and  April,  the  following  entertainments  were 
furnished:  On  November  2  a  musical  trio  by  Miss  HoUister,  Mrs.  W. 
F.  Belknap,  and  Prof.  Albert  Kuenzlin;  on  November  7  recitations 
by  Miss  Lu  Sherman;  on  November  29,  a  stereopticon  exhibition  of 
views  in  the  Philippines  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Powell;  on  December  23, 
Christmas  carols  by  the  teachers  and  pupils;  on  January  10,  "Blue- 
beard" by  a  Syracuse  company;  on  February  5,  12  and  19,  talks  on 
a  trip  to  the  West  Indies  by  the  superintendent;  on  February  13,  a 
stereopticon  exhibition  and  lecture  on  "  Evangeline  "  by  Prof.  W.  D. 
Lewis;  on  March  21,  a  ministrel  performance  by  the  Danforth 
Athletic  Club;  on  April  10  the  Jubilee  Singers;  on  May  7  a  concert 
by  a  brother  and  sister,  Mr.  and  Miss  Tremmel,  blind  musicians; 
on  May  22,  some  music  and  a  Pimch  and  Judy  show  by  a  company 
under  direction  of  the  Associated  Charities  of  Syracuse;  on  June  12, 
a  stereopticon  exhibition  and  talk  on  a  trip  to  England  by  Prof.  W. 
D.  Lewis;  on  July  4  an  exhibition  of  fireworks  in  the  evening. 

During  the  sleighing  season,  sleigh-load  parties  were  arranged  so 
that  at  least  one  ride  was  given  to  all  able  to  be  out;  and  in  the 
summer  months  various  picnic  parties  gave  pleasure  to  many. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

It  is  our  pleasure  to  thankfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
following  publications  gratuitously  sent  to  the  institution  throughout 
the  year:  " DevelopmenJb, "  Elwyn,  Pa;  "Our  Little  People,"  Roch- 
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ester,  N.  Y. ;  "  The  Washingtonian, "  Vancouver,  Washington ;  "  The 
Arkansas  Optic,"  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  "The  Charitable  Observer," 
Lincoln,  111.;  "The  North  Star,"  Fairibault,  Minn.;  "The  Training 
School,"  Vineland,  N.  J.;  "The  Hospital  Record,''  Canandaigua, 
N.  Y.;  and  "The  Bulletin  of  the  Iowa  State  Institutions."  We  also 
cordially  and  thus  publicly  thank  the  many  friends  and  parents  of 
the  children  for  gifts  of  toys,  books,  nuts,  candies,  money,  etc.,  suf- 
ficient to  give  great  joy  and  happiness  to  all  at  the  time  of  the  Christ- 
mas holiday  season. 

CONCLUSION. 

With  the  year's  school  work  we  are  well  satisfied.  We  expect  our 
children,  even  the  most  intelligent,  will  be  slow  to  advance  and  in 
many  very  little  is  gained.  However,  be  the  progress  much  or  Httle, 
every  step  forward  is  one  toward  future  usefulness  or  self-helpful- 
ness which  is  the  purpose  sought  by  all  efforts  made  in  the  education 
and  training  of  the  feeble-minded. 

The  officers,  teachers  and  employees  have  been  generally  faithful 
and  seldom  has  there  been  occasion  for  complaint  of  negligence  or 
infraction  of  rules.  The  employees  especially,  when  in  September 
many  of  their  number  were  stricken  with  disease,  were  unfalteringly 
loyal,  and  not  one  shirked  or  complained  of  increased  care  and  duty. 
All  deserve  and  have  my  earnest  thanks. 

Your  frequent  visits  are  ever  helpful  and  encouraging,  your  advice 
and  counsel  always  valued,  and  your  support  and  confidence  appre- 
ciated beyond  words  for  expression.  With  so  much  to  lend  cheer  to 
future  work,  there  is  yet  still  better  the  blessed  assurance  that, 
"Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 

JAMES  CARLTON  CARSON, 

Superintendent, 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  December  13,  1905. 
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No.  15. 


IN  ASSEMBLY 


FIFTY-SKTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MANAGERS 

OF  THE  SYRACUSE  INSTITUTION  FOR 

FEEBLE-MINDED  CHILDREN. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Agreeably  to  the  proviBions  of  the  act  establishing  this  institu- 
tion,  the  undersigned  managers  respectfully  submit  this  their 
fifty-sixth  annual  report: 

^     •  RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1905 $758  36 

Receipts  from  State   appropriations  during  fiscal 

year 93,499  96 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils . .  9,661  00 
Receipts  from  pay  cases,   board,   instruction  and 

clothing 1,909  99 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 30  78 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 653  76 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 157  32 

Total $106,671  17 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  account  of  maintenance $93,920  95 

Returned  to   Comptroller,  chapter  572,   Laws  of 

1899 12,412  85 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1906 337  37 

$106,671  17 


CLASSIFIED  SUMMARY  OF  EXPEXDITURES. 

On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1906: 

Salaries  and  wages* $41,020  64 

Expenses  of  officers  and  managers 123  OS 

Provisions 20,795  04 

Household  stores 4,370  77 

Clothing 4,683  22 

Fuel  and  light 12,514  69 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 1,000  44 

Shop,  farm  and  garden 5,354  76 

Ordinary  repairs 869  1 0 

Transportation  of  inmates 39  51 

:\Iiscellaneous 3,149  10 

Total $93,920  95 


ASSETS  SEPTEMBER  30,  1906. 

Balance  in  cash $*>.*) 7  ^57 

Due  from  individuals   for  board,   instruction  and 

clothiujT 319   IS 

Duo  from  counties  for  clothing 4r>0  00 

Due  froui  State  Treasun»r  on  unexj)en(le<l  a])])ro- 

])rialioiis 2,111   71 

Total  assets $3,22S  29 


•  Includes  $2,832.-50  expended  for  salaries  and  wa^res  of  employees  engaged  In  the 
manufacture  of  and  repairs  to  clothing  and  formerly  charged  to  account  of  clothing. 
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The  above  tables  present  the  financial  operations  of  the  year 
iu  the.  customary  form,  the  first  showing  the  receipts  for  the  year 
and  the  second  the  disbursements,  while  by  the  third  is  shown 
the  expenditures  in  the  form  required  by  the  Bureau  of  State 
Charitable  Institutions,  and  the  fourth  gives  the  available  assets 
at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  "  receipts  "  for  the  year  show  an  increase  of  about  $2,000 
over  those  of  1905,  which  amount  waa  obtained  chiefly  through 
State  appropriations.  Attention  was  called  last  year  to  the  mate- 
rial decrease  in  funds  received  from  pay  cases  which  has  been 
gradually  taking  place, during  the  past  thirty  years,  and  the  table 
this  year  shows  a  still  further  slight  decrease. 

The  table  of  "  disbursements  "  shows  the  amoimt  $93,920.95 
paid  for  general  maintenance  and  the  sum  $12,412.85  received 
from  miscellaneous  sources  which,  according  to  chapter  572,  Laws 
of  1899,  was  returned  to  the  State  Comptroller.  The  latter 
amount  it  is  expected,  as  has  been  the  usual  custom,  will  be  re- 
turned to  the  institution  by  the  incoming  Legislature  for  main- 
tenance purposes  for  the  year  1908. 

In  the  third  table  the  expenditures  are  classified  under  eleven 
different  heads.  As  compared  with  the  previous  year  the  follow- 
ing changes  are  found  to  appear:  an  increase  of  $486.48  in  sal- 
aries and  wages;  of  $43.23  in  expenses  of  officers  and  managers; 
of  $83;].91  in  household  stores;  of  $143.30  in  clothing;  of  $92.36 
in  hospital  and  medical  supplies;  of  $852.52  in  shop,  farm  and 
garden;  of  $558.08  in  ordinary  repairs;  and  of  $256.71  in  mis- 
cellaneous: a  decrease  of  $542.83  in  provisions;  of  $613.18  in 
fuel  and  light;  and  of  $26.01  in  transportation  of  inmates. 

The  total  expenses  for  the  year,  $93,920.95  as  compared  with 
those  for  1905,  $91,740.38,  show  an  increase  of  $2,180.57. 
Xoarly  two-thirds  of  this  amount  was  directly  due  to  increased 
ex])en>?es  incurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  on 
account  of  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  described  in  our  last 
year's  report.  These  expenses  affected  especially  the  items  of  sal- 
aries and  wages,  of  hospital  and  medical  supplies,  of  shop,  farm 
and  garden,  and  of  ordinary  repairs.  As  a  result  of  the  yearns 
increased  expenses  the  average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  was 
increased' thirteen  cents  and  the  annual  per  capita  cost  $7.03 
over  the  year  1905. 

The  special  appropriations  available  during  the  year  were  small 
in  amount;  the  total  expenditure  under  them,  excluding  $693.57 
for  developing,  maintaining  and  extending  industries,  was  only 
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$1,698.69.  AVith  the  exception  of  $62.46  of  this  amount  in  bills 
paid  for  advertising  contract  work,  the  balance  $1,636.23  was 
expended  under  two  items  of  appi'opriation ;  for  building  a  root 
and  vegetable  cellar  at  the  Fairmount  farm  and  for  general  re- 
pairs and  equipment.  The  cellar  is  being  built  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  institution  carpenter  and  is  incomplete  at  the  close 
of  the  year.  The  appropriation  for  the  purpose,  $900,  will  prove 
sufficient  and  provide  a  most  useful  structure  upon  the  farm 
premises.  The  sum  expended  under  repairs  and  equipment  was 
for  repairs  to  walks;  to  the  icehouse  and  to  the  wagonshed  at 
Fairmount;  new  floors  in  the  kitchen  at  the  teamster's  cottage, 
in  the  diningroom  and  west  dormitory  of  the  boys'  building;  for 
steel  ceilings  in  two  dormitories  and  the  south  third  floor  hall 
main  building ;  for  general  repairs  to  tile  floors  and  to  the  roofs ; 
and  most  noticeable  of  all  was  the  construction  of  new  cement 
steps  of  equal  risers  and  treads  on  the  terrace  approach  from  the 
entrance  gateway  to  the  buildings. 

Under  the  appropriations  for  extending  the  plumbing  improve- 
ments, contracts  have  been  executed  for  the  main  building,  the 
hospital  and  the  gymnasium ;  and  for  the  erection  of  two  outside 
water  closets  in  the  grove.  This  work,  though  seriously  delayed 
by  the  inability  of  the  contractors  to  secure  the  necessary  material, 
is  in  progress  and  will  probably  all  be  finished  by  December  first. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Managers  it  was  decided  to  ask 
appropriations  of  the  next  Legislature  for  the  following  special 
purposes : 

For  repairs  and  general  equipment $1,500  00 

For  enlarging  and  remodeling  the  hennery  at  the 

Fairmount  farm 600  00 

For  the  purchase  of  two  new  pianos  for  the  school 

rooms 1,000  00 

For  improving  the  refrigerator  room  at  the  main 

building  kitchen 300  00 

For  providing  a  safe  or  vault  to  preserve  valuable 

books  and  records 350  00 


.  We  have  in  use  in  our  school  rooms  and  other  parts  of  the 
building  eight  pianos,  all  but  two  of  which  were  purchased  more 
than  twenty  years  ago.  Two  of  the  nmnber  are  worn  out  and 
practically  worthless  while  two  others  are  in  very  poor  condition. 
PianoB  are  indispensable  in  the  school  training  of  institutions  for 
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the  feeble-minded  and  at  least  two  new  ones,  one  of  which  should 
be  a  grand  piano,  are  imperatively  needed.  The  amounts  named 
for  other  special  purposes  we  believe  sufficiently  explain  them- 
selves. 

It  was  also  voted  to  request  for  maintenance  the  sum  of 
$84,000.  This  amount  is  $2,000  more  than  the  appropriation  for 
the  current  fiscal  year  but  our  maintenance  funds  have  run  so  close 
for  several  years  past  that,  for  fear  of  exceeding  the  appropriation, 
items  which  permitted  of  delay  have  been  deferred  and  carried 
forward  into  the  next  year.  In  the  future  we  hope,  if  possible, 
to  avoid  such  a  contingency  and  to  meet  the  increased  cost  of 
wa^  and  living  the  additional  sum  mentioned  will  be  requested. 

The  Board  again  feels  it  a  duty  to  impress  upon  Legislators 
the  need  of  extending  provision  for  the  feeble-minded  of  the 
State.  Nearly  one  hundred  applications  are  now  on  file  at  this 
institution  awaiting  vacancies  for  admission  and  we  understand 
similar  conditions  exist  at  the  custodial  asylums.  While  aware 
that  new  departments  will  soon  be  opened  at  the  latter  institu- 
tions, the  relief  to  be  offered  wmII  be  but  temporary  and  the  de- 
mands in  another  year  or  two  will  be  just  as  great  and  pressing 
as  at  present.  For  throe  years  past  we  have  advocated  the  loca- 
tion and  erection  of  another  institution  in  proximity  to  the  city  of 
New  York.  As  the  two  existing  custodial  asyhims  each  year  ap- 
proach nearer  their  final  maximum  capacities  we  believe  the  need  of 
beginning  another  institution  grows  more  and  more  imperative. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  superintendent  and  treasurer  will 
be  found  incorporated  imder  cover  of  this  report  and  to  them  your 
attention  is  invited. 

Our  monthly  and  other  visits  during  the  year  have  increased 
our  interest  in  the  institution,  our  appreciation  of  the  importance 
and  worthiness  of  its  work,  and  renewed  our  confidence  in  its 
official  administration.  We  believe  there  is  no  othet  of  the  State's 
charities  more  beneficial  in  its  aims  and  we  commend  it  to  your 
generous  action  and  support. 

WALTER  W.  CIIEXEY, 
ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE, 
FREDERICK  A.  LYMAN; 
PATRICK  A.  LUDDEN, 
WILLIAM  TI.  WARNER, 
EDWARD  S.  VAN  DUYN, 
HENRY  M.  ROWLING, 
CHAS.  G.  BALDWIN. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


James  C.  Carson,  treasurer  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children,  in  current  account  with  the  State  of 
New  York  for  cash  received  and  expended  for  the  general  sup- 
plies and  for  salaries  and  wages  of  officers,  teachers,  attendants 
and  other  employees  of  said  institution,  etc,  during  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1906: 

KESOURCES    FOR   THE    YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1905 $758  36 

State  appropriations  for  maintenance. 93,499  96 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. .  9,661  00 
Receipts  from  pay  cases,  board,   instruction  and 

clothing 1,909  99 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shops ......  3078 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 653  76 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 157  32 

Total $106,671  17 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

• 

Warrants   of    execnitive   committee   for   month    of 

October,   1905    $8,834  80 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

Xovember,   1905    9,516  63 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

December,    1905    8,223  58 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

January,    1906 ,. .  8,279  36 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

February,  1906   8,019  05 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

March,   1906    8,943  42 

Warrants   of   executive  committee   for   month   of 

April,  1906    7,792  72 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for  month   of 

May,  1906  7,226  77 


[Aseembly,  Xo.  15.]  11 

Warrants   of   executive   committee  for   month   of 

June,  1906 $7,360  89 

Warrants   of   executive  committee  for   month  of 

July,    1906    6,808  46 

Warrants   of   executive  committee  for  month  of 

August,    1906 5,699  62 

Warrants  of   executive  committee   for   month   of 

September,  1906   7,215  65 

$93,920  95 

Keturned   to   Comptroller,   chapter   580,  Laws  of 

1899 12,412  85 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1906 337  37 

Total $106,671  17 


There  was  received  and  expended  under  special  appropriations 
chapter  374,  Law^s  of  1906;  chapter  703,  Laws  of  1905;  chapter 
700,  Laws  of  1905;  and  chapter  729,  Laws  of  1904,  as  follows: 

Appropriation  for  painting  exterior  woodwork, 
chapter  374,  Laws  of  1906,  cash  received  from 
Comptroller  .  ., $19  41 

Voucher  paid 19  41 


I 


Balancie  appropriation  unexpended   $1,180  59 

Appropriation  for  root  and  vegetable  cellar,  chapter 
374,  Laws  of  1906,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller     , $697  85 

Vouchers  paid  aggregating '. .  697  85 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended   $202  15 

Appropriation  for  completing  plumbing  and  sew- 
erage, chapter  374,  Laws  of  1906,  cash  received 
from  Comptroller $2163 

Voucher  paid 21  63 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended   $2,778  37 
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Appropriation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter 
374,  Laws  of  1906,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller  $878  38 

Vouchers  paid  aggregating 878  38 

Balance  appropriation  Unexpended $121  62 

Appropriation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter 
703,  Laws  of  1905,  cash  received  from  Comptrol- 
ler      $00  00 

Voucher  paid 60  00 

Appropriation  for  continuing  plumbing,  chapter 
703,  Laws  of  1905,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller   $21  42 

Voucher  paid 21  42 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended    $3,478  58 

Appropriation  for  developing,  maintaining  and  ox- 
tending  industries,  chapter  700,  Laws  of  1905, 
cash  received  from  Comptroller $550  12 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 550  12 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $134  42 

Appropriation  for  developing,  maintaining  and  ex- 
tending industries,  chapter  729,  Laws  of  1904, 
cash  received  from  Comptroller    $143  58 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating   143  45 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended  and  lapsed  13 


RECAPITULATIOX. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  rec<^ived  and  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  40,  1906 : 

Painting  exterior  woodwork,  chapter  374,  Laws  of 

1906    $19  41 

Root  and  vegetable  cellar,  chapter  374,    Laws    of 

1906    697  85 


t 
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Completing  plumbing  and  sewerage,  chapter  374, 

Law8  of  1906 ,  $21  63 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  374,  Laws  of  1906  878  38 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  703,  Laws  of  1905  60  00 

Continuing  plumbing,  chapter  703,  Laws  of  1905  21  42 
Developing,  maintaining  and  extending  industries, 

chapter  700,  Laws  of  1905 550  12 

Developing,  maintaining  and  extending  industries, 

chapter  729,  Laws  of  1904 : 143  45 

Total $2,392  26 

Special  unexpended  appropriations  still  available,  chapters 
374  and  686,  Laws  of  1906 ;  and  chapters  700  and  703,  Laws  of 
1905: 

Painting  exterior  woodwork,  chapter  374,  Laws  of 

1906    $1,180  50 

Root  and  vegetable  cellar,  chapter  374,  Laws  of 

1906 202  15 

Completing  plumbing  and  sewerage,  chapter  374, 

Laws  of  1906   2,778  37 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  374,  Laws  of  1906.  121  62 

Improvements  to  plumbing,  chapter  686,  Laws  of 

1906   (Re.  app.)    857  62 

Continuing  plumbing,  chapter  703,  Laws  of  1905  3,478  5b 

Developing,  maintaining  and  extending  industries, 

chapter  700,  Laws  of  1905 134  42 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children: 

Gentlemen. —  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law 
and  your  board  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  exhibit- 
ing statistics  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1906 : 

MOVEMENT  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

Boys.         Girls.    ^  Total. 

Present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 260  245  505 

Absent  on  vacation  .  .^ 13  10  23 

Since  admitted  .  .  .   .' 38  35  73 

Readmitted 1  ....  1 

Total  for  the  year 312       290       602 

Discharged 42  13  55 

Died 3  3  6 

Present  at  the  close  of  the  year 259  263  532 

Absent  on  vacation •.  . . .  8  11  19 

Total  on  the  rolls 267  274  541 

Average  daily  attendance 260  250  510 

Total   number  of  weeks'   board   furnished   to   the 

pupils 26,614 

Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses  except  clothing $86,405  23 

Cost  of  clothing 7,515  72 

Total  cost $93,920  95 
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Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction 

of  pupils  . ' $3  25 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing.  . : 3  53 

Yearly  per  capita  cost 184  16 


The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during 
the  year : 

Endocarditis,  acute 1 

Peritonitis I 

Pneumonia 1 

Tuberculosis 2 

Typhoid  fever 1 


Total 6 


HOSPITAL  KECORD  OF  DISEASES  TREATED. 

Abscess 28 

Adenitis ' -    9 

Abrasion 12 

Anaemia 4 

Bronchitis,   acute 38 

Bronchitis,    chronic 8 

Bum \ 6 

Chorea,  acute 1 

Conjunctivitis,  acute 12 

Conjunctivitis,   chronic 8 

Cystitis 1 

Debility 8 

Dislocation 2 

Dysentery,   acute .- ^ .  .  2 

Dysmenorrhoea 7 

Eczema 2 

Endocarditis 1 

Enteritis 2 

Fractures 2 

Gastritis,   acute. 41 

Hemorrhoids 2 

Hepatitis 3 

Impetigo 9 
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Influenza 12 

Laryngitis 4 

Menorrhagia 2 

Mumps 14 

Ophthalmia,  purulent -. 2 

Orchitis 2 

Ostitis,  tubercular 1 

Otitis,  acute  .  . ^  0 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 6 

Pneumonia 4 

Psoriasis    1 

Rheumatism,  acute   2 

Rhus,    poisoning   7 

Ringworm 13 

Scabies    • 4 

Sprain 2 

Tenia    1 

Tonsillitis IS 

Typhoid  fever   3 

Ulcer 2 

Varicella     3 

Varicose  veins 2 

Unclassified    12 

OPERATIONS. 

Abscess,  tubercular 2 

Adenoids,  removal 7 

Circumcision 4 

Incision  of  ear  drum 3 

Removal  tonsils 4 

Trachoma,   enucleation   1 

Uterus,  curetting  of 1 

Ulcer,    typhoidal   3 


The  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pupils  by  coun- 
ties for  the  year : 

!  Remain-  Remain- 

ing Sept.  Ing  Sept. 

30,  '05       Admitlefl  Di.scharged     30'  '06 

Albany  .  .• 

AU^any 

Broome     


2 

1 

4 

19 

7 

2 

2 

7 

6 

1 

0 

7 
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Cattaraugus 

Cayuga   

Chautauqua 
(>hemung  .  . 
Chenango  .  . 
Clinton  .•.  . . 
Columbia  .  . 
Cortland  .  .  . 
Delaware  .  . 
Dutchess   .  .  . 

Kiic 

Essex    * 

Franklin  .  . . 

Fulton 

Genesee  .... 
Greene    .... 
Hamilton    .  . 
Herkimer 
Jefferson  .  .  . 

Kings    

Lewis    

Livingston  . 
Madison'  .  . . 
^lonroe  .... 
Montgomery 
N"assau  .... 
Xew  York  . 
Niagara  .  . . 
Oneida  .... 
Onondaga  . . 
Ontario  .... 
Orange  .... 
Orleans  .... 
Oswego  .... 
Otsego  .... 
Putnam  .  .  . 
Queens  .... 
Kensselaer  . 
Richmond  .  . 
"Rockland    .  . 

2 


Remain- 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Remain - 

Ine  Sept 

30,06 

.   3 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

15 

1 

3 

13 

3 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

3 

13 

1 

3 

11 

3 

1 

2 

2 

7 

0 

1 

6 

2 

1 

1 

»)  ♦» 

c 

0 

43 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0' 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

1 

12 

40 

4 

2 

42 

4 

0 

0 

4 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

^1 

20 

2 

4 

18 

5 

1 

0 

G 

1 

0 

0 

1 

83 

10 

88 

4 

1 

.    1 

4: 

26 

2 

3 

25 

32 

5 

6 

31 

9 

2 

1 

IvO 

T 

6 

0 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

5 

13. 

2 

2 

13 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

0 

4 

11 

3 

1 

13 

1 

0 

0 

1 

7 

■     1 

1 

7 
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St.  Lawrence. 
Saratoga  . . . 
Schenectady 
Schoharie   .  . 
Schuyler  . . . 

Seneca 

Steuben    . . . 

Suffolk    

Sullivan    . . . 

Tioga    

Tompkins   . . 

Ulster   

Warren  .... 
Washington 
Wayne    .... 
Westchester 
Wyoming    .  . 
Yates    


emoin- 
eSept. 
0,  OS 

Admitted. 

Diacharged 

Remain- 
ing Sept. 
30,  oe. 

9 

0 

0 

9 

7 

0 

0 

7 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

.1 

1 

9 

3 

1 

11 

2 

0 

0 

2 

4 

0 

0 

4 

7 

1 

'2 

ft 

9 

0 

0 

9 

10 

2 

3 

9 

3 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

0 

4 

3 

2 

0 

5 

11 

4 

0 

15 

3 

0 

0 

3 

5 

0 

0 

5 

528 

74 

61 

541 

The  steward  reports  the  following  as  the  products  of  the  farm 
and  garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906. 

FAEM  PRODUCE. 
Eggs: 

734  dozen  eggs    $162  65 

Meats : 

151  pounds  chicken 19  63 

169  pounds  duck 25  35 

168  pounds  lard 13  44 

4,536  pounds  pork 362  88 

Milk: 

148,842  quarts  milk   5,220  44 

Farm  foods: 

1,200  bushels  beets,  farm  (Swedes)  (estimated)  240  00 

400  bushels  corn,  farm   (estimated) 100  00 

30  tons  corn  fodder  (estimated) 150  00 

200  tons  ensilage  (estimated)   1,000  00 

221  tons  hay  (estimated)    , 2,652  00 
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433  bushels  oats  ; *. 

36  tons  straw  (estimated) 

326  bushels  wheat 

From  the  sale  of  farm  products 

GARDEN  PRODUCE. 

130  bushels  apples 

6,435  bunches   asparagus    

33  bushels  beans,  Lima 

63  bushels  beans,  string  and  butter  .  .  . 
254  bushels  beets,  winter 

4,3'50  bunches  beets,  young 

12,845  heads  cabbage   

6  dozen  cantaloupes  .  .  ^ 

322  bushels   carrots 

2,800  bunches  carrots 

'  I 

1,256  heads   cauliflower 

6,400  heads  celery  (estimated)    

64  quarts  cherries    

219  bunches  chive    

200  pounds  citron 

349  bushels  com,  sweet 

286  dozens  cucumbers,  hotbed 

24,000  cucumbers,  pickling   

870  quarts  currants 

15  dozens  ^g  plant 

75  quarts  gooseberries   

4  bushels  horseradish 

1,485  dozens  lettuce   

82  bushels  onions 

0,225  bunches  onions,  young 

438  bunches  parsley 

220  bushels  parsnips   

53  bushels  peas,  green 

32  bushels  pears 

91  dozens  peppers    

5,608  bunches  pie  plant 

2,100  bushels  potatoes  (estimated)    

3,500  pounds  pumpkins 

4,412  bunches  radishes 

136  quarts  raspberries,  black 


$181- 

86 

288 

00 

244 

50 

653 

76 

78 

00 

386 

10 

49 

50 

37 

80 

76 

20 

130 

50 

642 

25 

4 

80 

112 

70 

56 

00 

125 

60 

320 

00 

4 

48 

10 

95 

6 

00 

122 

15 

100 

10 

36 

00 

87 

00 

15 

00 

7 

60 

5 

00 

594 

00 

82 

00 

230 

62 

21 

90 

132 

-00 

42 

40 

24 

00 

72 

80 

168 

24 

1,050 

00 

Sr  50' 

132 

36 

16 

32 
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128  (luarts  ra^spberries,  red   . 

05  bushels  salsify 

1 1'5  Inishols  spinach   

Uij  bushels  s(]iiash,  summer 

4,000  pounds  squash,  winte?   . 

32  l)unches  sage   

175  quarts  strawl)erries  .  .  .  . 

300  bushels  tomatoes , 

170  l)ushels  turui])s   


15 

36 

57 

00 

56 

50 

33 

60 

138 

00 

1 

60 

17 

50 

135 

00 

51 

00 

$16,887 

84 

The  matron  [)res(Mits  the  report  of  work  done  during  the  sehool 
hours  by  the  following  industrial  classes: 

SKWIXG  (U.ASSPX 

Boys*  List 

Aprons 12 

Hibs Ur> 

(\>llars 32 

I  )oormats 0 

Handkerchiefs 1,020 

Neckties 150 

Pillowciisc^s \ 300 

Sheets S3 

Snsj)euders,  pairs 5 

Towels • 430 

Towels,  roller 82 

Washclotlw 2 


Girls*  List. 

A])rons ()S 

Hibs 55 

( 'overs,  bread 2') 

Drawers,  pairs   120 

1  )resses 400 

Handkerchiefs ' .' 352 

Xames  on  garments 210 


• 


I 
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Napkins 231 

Nightdresses 228 

iMllowcasos 146 

Shoots 308 

Shirts 280 

Shirtwaists .• 8 

Skirts 110 

Skirts,  under    32 

Snspondors 13 

Towels 341 

Towels,    lienistitohed 20 

Travoloths 9 

■ 

Waists,   l)ovs'    158 

Waists,  girls'    21 

Waists,  under ^ 7 


Hosidos  a   lar<»:e  amount  of  oroeheting,  enibroidery   and   other 
fanev  work. 

(ilvW  Building  List. 

A])rons 04 

Buttonholes 2,717 

l^ands • 347 

loathing  ea])s    11 

P,ihs 390 

Blankets   hemmed    .  .  .  .' 12 

( ^irtains 0 

I  )isheh)ths 75 

Drawers 90 

I  )resses 157 

Hressin<»:  saeks    15 

I  )usteloths 25 

( Jartei's,  pairs '. 105 

Holders 285 

Ilandkerehiefs 150 

Mattress  covers    48 

Napkins , .  422 

New  sleeves   192 

Xanies  sewed  on -  .  .  803 

Xi£rht<lr(sses 80 


X 


\ 
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Pillowcases 211 

Sheets 161 

Shirtwaists 30 

Shoebags 11 

Skirts 84 

Tablecloths •. 12 

Towels 307 

Fnderwaists 85 

Washcloths \ ....  30 


And  a  large  amount  of  mending. 

Boys'  Tailoring  List. 

Aprons  , 15 

Blouses 2 

Coats 58 

Coats  repaired   5 

Jackets 4 

Overalls '. .  109 

Rugs  hemmed    6 

Shirts ^ 30 

Suits : ' 144 

Trousers -. 341 

Trousers  repaired    18  - 


Class  at  Hose  making. 

Boys'  hose,  pairs 552 

Girls'  hose,  pairs 1,229 

Hose  refooted,  pairs 1,656 


All  of  the  mending  except  at  girls'  building. 

Class  at  ShoeinaMng. 

I  Fame   straps 24 

Holdback  straps 4 

^liscellaneous  harness  repairs 

Shoes,  ])airs   38 

Slices,  repaired,  pairs   3,788 
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APPLICATIONS  FOR  ADMISSION. 

For  many  years  past  a  careful  record  of  applications  has  been 
kept  in  a  book  specially  prepared  for  the  purpose.  No  record  is 
made  of  simple  inquiries  concerning  admission,  but  only  applica- 
tions duly  made  out  upon  our  descriptive  blanks  are  placed  on 
file.  The  number  of  such  filed  during  the  past  year  was  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty,  or  seven  less  than  for  1905.  Of  the  number 
eighty-nine  were  for  boys  and  seventy-one  for  girls  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  girls  than  ever  before  recorded,  and  which  was  prob- 
ably due  to  the  fact  that  just  before  the  close  of  the  previous 
fiscal  year  over  twenty  girls  were  transferred  to  the  two  custodial 
asylums  at  Rome  and  Newark,  the  vacancies  thus  created  being 
announced  to  several  of  the  populous  counties  as  New  York, 
Kings,  and  Erie. 

Of  the  applications  received  one  hundred  and  sixteen  were  ac- 
cepted and  placed  on  file  for  admission  as  vacancies  occurred  in 
their  order,  and  the  remainder,  forty-four,  were  rejected.  Of 
the  applicants  rejected  fourteen  were  epileptic,  ten  were  over  and 
eight  under  the  admissible  age,  seven  were  helpless,  three  uu- 
teachable,  and  two  were  believed  to  be  insane. 

ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES. 

As  will  be  seen  in  a  preceding  table,  seventy-four  pupils  were 
admitted  or  readmitted  during  the  year,  thirty-nine  of  whom 
were  boys  and  thirty-five  girls,  as  compared  with  a  total  of  sixty- 
one,  or  of  eighteen  boys  and  forty-three  girls,  for  the  previous 
year. 

There  were  discharged  forty-two  boys  and  thirteen  girls,  ana 
three  boys  and  three  girls  died,  making  a  total  of  sixty-one  dis- 
charges for  the  year,  or  eleven  less  than  for  1905.  Of  those  dis- 
charged thirteen  boys  and  four  girls  were  retained  at  their  home» 
following  the  summer  vacation ;  five  boys  and  three  girls  were  re- 
moved by  parents  or  guardians ;  sixteen  boys  and  three  girls  were 
transferred  to  the  Rome  Asylum;  four  boys  at  our  request  were 
removed  by  county  ofiicials ;  three  were  transferred  to  the  Craig 
Colony  for  Epileptics;  one  to  the  Rochester  Industrial  School; 
one  girl  to  the  Newark  Asylum;  one  became  insane  and  was  rt>- 
raoved  by  her  father ;  and  one  was  placed  under  proper  guardian- 
ship as  being  self-supporting. 
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HEALTH. 

In  the  months  of  August  and  September,  1905,  an  epidemic  of 
typhoid  fever  occurred,  an  account  of  which  was  published  in 
extenso  in  our  report  of  that  year.  An  additional  case  of  the  dis- 
ease developed  in  the  month  of  October  following,  being  the  bust 
one  of  the  epidemic  and  making  a  total  of  twenty-three  cases.  All 
of  the  number  recovered  exce])t  a  boy  eighteen  years  of  age  whose 
death  is  noted  under  the  table  of  causes,  lender  the  statistics  of 
diseases  treated  in  the  hospital  two  more  cases  are  recorded ;  one  ii 
very  severe  case,  that  of  a  woman  employe  at  the  boys'  building 
who  l)ecame  ill  with  the  disease  in  August  of  the  past  year;  the 
other,  a  vory  mild  case  that  of  a  boy  at  our  Fairmount  farm,  in 
September.  Both  patients  recovered.  These  two  cases  being 
entirely  a])art  from  each  other  were  doubtless  due  to  separate 
causes,  and  were  probably  not  more,  than  might  ordinarily  hr 
exj)ected  in  the  course  of  a  year  with  a  population  like  ours  of 
about  650  persons. 

The  deaths  during  the  year  numbered  six,  two  of  which  were 
frcmi  tuberculosis,  one  from  typhoid  as  above  mentioned,  and  the 
others  from  acute  affections  as  will  be  observed  in  a  foregoing 
table.  With  an  average  daily  attendance  of  five  hundred  and  ten 
the  mortality  reju'esents  less  than  one  and  two-tenths  ])er  centum 
or  better  than  that  of  the  average  community  having  an  equal 
])opulation.  The  average*  age  of  those  who  died  was  s(*venteen 
years,  the  oldest  being  nineteen  and  the  youngest  fifteen  years  of 
age. 

REPAIRS  AND  lAfPROVEMKXTS. 

The  repairs  and  improvements  made  under  special  ai)propria- 
tions  are  detailed  imder  your  report,  while  those  made  from  the 
funds  of  the  maintenance  account  are  as  follows:  A  new  floor 
was  laid  in  the  south  day  room  at  the  boys'  building;  new  board 
walks  from  the  south  wing  to  the  hospital  and  from  the  south 
wing  to  the  girls'  building;  a  new  railing  was  put  up  on  tlie  liii  • 
of  the  terrace  steps ;  the  ])latforjn  for  receiving  ice  at  the  west  of 
the  icehouse  was  renewed ;  the  roof  on  the  coal  shed  of  the  green- 
house was  reshingled;  at  Fairmount  farm  two  frame  buildings 
8  feet  by  16  feet  were  erected  and  equipped,  one  with  boiler  and 
tank  for  sterilizing  the  milk  cans  and  the  other,  with  the  window^ 
thoroughly  screened  from  flies,  for  retaining  the  cans  and  pail- 
after  st-erilization  and  while  not  in  use;  also  a  new  sill  was  put 


No.  15.]  25 

in  at  the  stable ;  a  new  track  was  constructed  for  the  manipulation 
of  the  hay  fork ;  and  extensive  repairs  were  made  to  the  interior 
of  the  ice  house.  The  usual  repairs  to  fences,  furniture,  locks, 
doors,  windows,  roofs,  etc.,  were  likewise  fully  maintained.  There 
were  also  made  a  series  of  four  lockers  for  the  south  day  room  at 
the  boys'  building;  four  new  doors  for  the  lockers  in  the  north  da> 
room ;  two  window  frames  for  the  gate  house ;  three  settees  for  the 
south  wing;  two  peels  for  the  bakery;  two  whiffletrees  and  a 
reach  for  a  farm  wagon;  three  flower  boxes  for  the  porches;  a 
wheelbarrow  for  ice  delivery;  and  ten  screens  for  windows. 

The  painter  with  one  boy  to  assist  him  was  also  kept  steadily 
employed  and  besides  the  setting  of  glass,  the  care  of  floors,  and 
other  work  in  connection  with  his  occupation  there  were  repainted 
the  roofs  and  west  hall  of  the  main  building;  the  porches  at  the 
hospital;  the  cook's  room  at  the  south  wing;  the  two  day  rooms, 
three  dormitories  and  two  toilet  rooms  in  the  north  wing;  the 
lower  hall,  the  kitchen,  dormitory  and  four  rooms  at  the  girls' 
building;  the  south  day  room,  the  watchman's  and  teamster's 
rooms  and  two  bath  rooms  at  the  boys'  building;  two  cutters  ana 
a  carriage  at  the  stable;  also  the  ice,  vegetable,  milk  and  steriliz- 
ing houses  and  the  boys'  cottage  at  Fairmount.  There  were  also 
repapered  two  rooms  at  the  farm  house,  the  matron's  and  two 
teachers'  rooms  in  the  main  building,  two  rooms  at  Fairmount 
cottage  No.  3,  and  the  sitting  room  at  the  superintendent's  resi- 
dence. V.  . 

INCENDIARISM. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  of  January  shortly  after 
four  o'clock  a  fire  was  discovered  in  the  south  day  room  of  the 
boys'  building  by  two  trustworthy  boys  who  had  just  been  called 
up  by  the  watchman  to  look  after  the  fire  in  the  kitchen  range. 
The  boys  at  once  awakened  an  attendant  who  immediately  rang 
the  institution  fire  alarm,  and  then  proceeded  to  use  a  fire  ex- 
tinguisher. Other  help  was  soon  at  hand  and  by  the  use  of  two 
extinguishers  and  the  hose  attached  to  the  first  floor  standpipe  the 
fire  was  promptly  subdued.  The  fire  had  started  in  a  series  of 
lockers  in  the  day  room  and  as  the  watchman  had  passed  the  room 
only  twenty  minutes  before  the  alarm  it  was  at  once  evident  that 
the  fire  was  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  The  evening  of  the  same 
day  the  watchman  was  instructed  to  Tvatch  the  building  closely 
and  not  to  leave  it  for  more  than  ten  minutes  at  any  time.  At 
eleven  o'clock  he  stepped  out  to  take  a  look  at  the  other  buildings 
and  upon  his  return  at  eleven  ten  he  found  another  fire  started  in 
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a  locker  of  the  adjoining  day  room.  This  fire  did  not  get  beyond 
the  locker  itself  and  was  quickly  extinguished.  Two  additional 
watchers  were  detailed  in  the  building  for  the  rest  of  that  night 
and  the  following  night. 

After  investigating  the  matter  for  two  days  suspicion  finally 
centered  upon  a  certain  boy  sixteen  years  of  age  who,  upon  being 
questioned,  at  first  stoutly  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  origin  of 
the  fires  but  at  last  admitted  he  knew  or  was  sure  a  younger  lad, 
about  eleven  years  of  age,  was  the  guilty  one  and  that  he  had 
"  encouraged  "  the  latter  to  commit  the  act  The  older  boy  was 
kept  entirely  apart  from  all  others  and  at  the  end  of  three  days 
he  was  removed  at  our  request  by  the  superintendent  of  poor  of 
the  county  where  he  belonged.  The  younger  boy  was  then  taken 
before  Judge  Benjamin  J.  Shove,  Police  Justice  of  the  City  of 
Syracuse ;  was  granted  counsel  to  represent  him,  but  upon  confes- 
sion that  he  had  started  the  fires  while  the  other  boy  watched  out 
for  him,  that  he  knew  he  was  doing  wrong  at  the  time  and  that 
he  was  aware  the  buildings  might  be  destroyed  and  lives  lost  as  a 
result  of  the  act  he  was  committed  by  Judge  Shove  to  the  Roches- 
ter State  Industrial  School.  These  boys  were  only  slightly  below 
average  normal  intelligence;  the  older  one  was  able  to  read  and 
write  about  as  the  average  boy  of  ten  to  twelve  years  and  the 
younger  one  could  read  in  the  fourth  reader  and  do  some  work 
at  long  division. 

The  damage  done  by  the  second  fire  was  insignificant  but  the 
cost  of  repairs  necessitated  by  the  first  one  was  about  two  hun- 
dred dollars.  Except  for  the  prompt  use  of  extinguishers  by  the 
two  attendants  first  aroused,  and  the  fact  that  the  ceiling  of  the 
room  was  steel  and  that  the  lockers  in  which  the  fire  started  were 
standing  against  a  solid  brick  partition  wall,  great  damage  would 
surely  have  resulted.  At  the  first  of  the  two  fires  the  city  fire 
department  was  called  from  the  institution  alarm  box  and 
promptly  responded  but  before  its  arrival  the  fire  was  extin- 
guished and  the  services  of  the  department  were  not  needed.  Its 
prompt  response  after  the  call  was  made,  less  than  fifteen  minutes, 
is  convincing  proof  of  the  great  value  of  the  protection  afforded 
this  institution  by  its  proximity  to  a  thoroughly  organized  city 
fire  department. 

VISITATIONS. 
In  accordance  with  the  custom  which  has  existed  for  many 
years  the  institution  was  opened  to  public  visitors  on  thirty-five 
Friday  afternoons  during  the  school  months.     Upon  these  occa- 
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sions  1810  persons  attended  the  school  exercises  in  the  hall  and 
were  afforded  opportunities  to  see  some  of  the  industrial  features 
of  the  school  'work.  The  number  of  visitors  at  these  Friday  exer- 
cises has  fallen  off  somewhat  of  late  years,  probably  for  the  reason 
that  we  have  failed  to  make  them  quite  as  attractive  as  formerly. 
This  was  done  because  upon  many  occasions  more  people  attended 
than  we  could  readily  accommodate.  The  number  shown  by  the 
past  year's  record  is  yet  a  sufficient  evidence  that  considerable  in- 
terest is  maintained  by  the  public  in  our  daily  school  work. 

The  institution  also  received  visits  during  the  year  from  pub- 
lic officials  as  follows:  The  Honorable  Royal  Commissioners  on 
the  Care  and  Control  of  the  Feeble-ilindod,  AV.  P.  Byrne,  Esf^. 
C.  B.,  W.  H.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  H.  B.  Donkin,  Esq.  F.  R.  C.  P., 
J.  C.  Dunlop,  Esq.  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  and  Airs.  Jane  Vinsent 
of  England;  by  Mr.  Uow  Beekman,  superintendent  of  the  Ala- 
sonic  Home,  Utica,  X.  Y. ;  by  Prof.  Edwin  L.  Earp  of  Syracuse 
University  and  his  class  in  sociology;  by  Hon.  H.  H.  Bender, 
Fiscal  Supervisor  of  the  State  Charitable  Institutions,  Albany, 
X.  Y. ;  by  Dr.  William  L.  Whittington,  Superintendent  of  the 
Institution  for  Feeble- Alinded  and  Epileptic,  Alarshall,  AIo.;  \y 
Prof.  George  W.  Jones,  Superintendent  of  the  Sta,te  Institution 
for  the  Hlind,  Salem,  Oregon;  by  Dr.  T.  C.  Fitzsimmons,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Institution  for  the  Feeble- Alinded  of  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania; by  Dr.  Charles  Bernstein,  Superintendent  of  the  State 
Custodial  Asylum,  Rome,  X.  Y. ;  by  the  Hon.  Dennis  AlcCarthy, 
Hon.  Simon  Rosendale,  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  Commissioners,  and 
Dr.  Robert  W.  Hill,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities ;  and  twice  by  Air.  Henry  AI.  Lechtrocker,  Inspector  for 
the  State  Board  of  Charities. 

EXTERTAIXAIEXTS. 

About. the  usual  number  of  entertainments  were  provided  for 
the  pleasure  of  the  children  during  the  year.  They  consisted  of 
niujsic  and  dancing  in  the  hall  upon  twenty-two  occasions  during 
the  months  of  December,  January,  February,  Afarch  and  April ; 
on  October  30  a  stereopticon  exhibition  with  the  story  of  Rip  Van 
Winkle  by  Prof.  W.  D.  Lewis;  Xovember  6,  recitations  by  Aliss 
Anna  Loy  Afay  and  music  by  Aliss  Beatrice  Reed,  harpist,  and 
by  Aliss  Reah  Jackson,  violinist  and  vocalist;  December  21,  a 
Christmas  cantata  by  the  children  and  teachers;  Januarv  1,  Air. 
George  Worth  with  a  graphophone;  January  24,  comic  sketches 
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and  ventriloquism  by  Mr.  Harry  Bryant ;  February  27,  a  minstrel 
performance  by  the  Danforth  Athletic  Club;  Alarch  5,  recitations 
by  Miss  Anna  Loy  May;  March  26,  recitations  by  Mr.  B.  A. 
Nichols;  May  1,  a  stereopticon  exhibition  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Powell; 
June  4,  the  Orpheus  Jubilee  Singers ;  June  14  and  15,  a  San  Toy 
play  and  dances  by  teachers  and  pupils ;  July  4,  a  lawn  party  in 
the  afternoon  with  fireworks  in  the  evening;  and  on  September  17 
moving  pictures  by  Mr.  Piatt  Jones.  During  the  winter  months 
a  sleighride  was  given  to  every  boy  and  girl  who  was  in  sufficient 
health  to  endure  the  weather,  and  in  the  summer  several  picnic 
parties  went  to  the  lake,  the  valley,  and  other  nearby  resorts. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

We  extend  our  thanks  to  the  publishers  of  the  following  period- 
icals for  copies  gratuitously  received  during  the  year :  "  The 
North  Star  ",  Faribault,  Minn. ;  "  The  Charitable  Observer  ". 
Lincoln,  111. ;  ''  The  Arkansas  Optic  ",  Little  Rock,  Ark. ;  "  ThfS 
Washingtonian  ",  Vancouver,  Wash. ;  ^*  The  Training  School  ", 
Vineland,  N.  J. ;  "  Our  Little  People ''  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  "  The 
Hospital  Record  ",  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. ;  and  **  The  Bulletin  of 
the  Iowa  State  Institutions  ". 

At  the  holiday  season  numerous  gifts  of  money,  candies,  nuts, 
fruits,  toys,  etc.,  were  received  from  the  friends  and  parents  of 
the  children.  These  gifts  assisted  materially  in  giving  joy  and 
pleasure  to  the  season  and  were  greatly  appreciated. 

OFFICIAL  CHANGES. 

More  than  the  usual  number  of  oflicial  changes  occurred  during 
the  year.  On  February  21st,  after  an  illness  of  less  than  two  days 
occurred  the  death  of  ^Irs.  Olive  M.  Sawtelle  who  had  been  a 
most  faithful  and  beloved  teacher  for  nearly  thirty  years.  At  the 
end  of  the  school  year  in  June  the  resignations  of  Mrs.  .Maria  E. 
Cook  and  Miss  Sarah  P.  Young,  earnest  and  faithful  teachers  in 
the  institution  for  forty-three  and  fifty-three  years  respectively, 
were  received  and  accepted  with  regret;  and  at  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year  September  30th  came,  r^retted  by  all,  the  resignation 
of  Miss  Alvira  E.  W^ood,  for  fifty-three  years  the  thoughtful,  de- 
voted and  untiring  matron  of  the  institution.  These  four  women 
had  so  long  been  identified  with  the  work  of  the  institution  they 
seemed  an  integral  part  of  it  and  it  is  no  flattery  to  speak  of  them 
as  those  "  among  the  tried  and  the  true  ".     At  the  final  leave-tak- 
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ing  of  Miss  Wood  in  October  among  both  the  employes  and  the 
children  there  was  scarcely  an  eye  which  did  not  hold  a  tear,  so 
deeply  had  she  won  the  love  and  affection  of  all. 

THE  MONGOLIAN  TYPE. 

Quite  a  percentage  of  the  children  admitted  to  the  institution 
<?ach  year  belong  to  what  is  known  as  ^'  the  Mongolian  type ". 
This  type  or  class  of  the  feeble-minded  receives  its  name  from  a 
certain  cast  of  the  eyes  somewhat  resembling  the  Chinese.  By 
those  who  believe  in  atavism,  the  Mongolian  imbecile  is  considered 
a  manifestation  of  the  reversion  of  our  race  to  the  Mongolian. 
The  feeble-minded  of  this  type  also  possess  in  varying  degrees 
other  characteristic  features,  wide  distances  between  the  iniier 
comers  of  tlie  eyes,  slightly  dwarfed  statures,  small,  obtusely 
rounded  heads,  rough  and  furrowed  tongues,  short  stubby  noses, 
toes,  and  fingers.  The  skin  is  coarse,  the  epidermis  presenting  a 
rough  sensation  and  often  a  furfuraceous  api)earauce.  Commonly, 
tbey  arc  fond  of  sitting  in  the  oriental  position;  i.  e.,  with  the  legs 
crossed  below  the  knees.  In  disposition  they  are  usually  active, 
playful  and  imitative  and  their  voices  are  apt  to  ho  rather  harsh 
and  huskyr  Occasionally  there  is  one  who  is  epileptic.  They  are 
especially  subject  to  catarrhal  troubles  and  to  sore  eyes  as  con- 
junctivitis, blepharitis,  and  ophthalmia.  They  stand  the  sunimei 
much  better  than  the  winter  seasons.  In  the  winter  they  are  apt 
to  have  frequent  colds  and  attacks  of  bronchitis.  But  few  of  theiu 
survive  beyond  the  twenty-first  year  and  seldom  one  beyond  the 
twenty-fifth  year.  Unless  taken  away  by  some  acute  disease  in  early 
life  they  are  likely  to  succumb  either  to  pneumonia  or  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  before  reaching  maturity.  The  oldest  persons  I  have 
^een  among  Mongolian  imbeciles  were  a  woman  who  died  at  fifty- 
four  and  a  man  who  died  at  thirty-seven,  (liildren  of  this  tyiX5  all 
bear  certain  marked  facial  resemblances  one  to  another;  esi)ecially 
is  this  noticeable  in  the  jx^culiar  almond-sliajx^d  appearance  of  the 
eyes.  To  one  unacquainted  with  the  typo,  i\\Hm  seeii^g  two  or  more 
together,  the  first  tliousrht  is  that  of  close  relationsh'p,  as  children 
of  the  same  family.  The  type  is  not  always  distinctly  marked, 
however,  for  in  exceptional  cases  the  ])eculiar  features  are  pres- 
ent in  so  slight  a  deprree  that  a  diagnosis  may  be  a  matter  of  some 
doubt,  but  when  the  typical  features  are  observed  by  those  famil- 
iar with  them  a  diagnosis  is  made  at  sight.  Oftentimes  the  feat- 
ures are  so  marked  that  we  are  frequently  able  to  predict  a  cor- 
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rect  diagnosis  simply  from  the  written  description  given  by  parents 
upon  our  blanks  and  before  the  child  comes  under  our  observa- 
tion. 

Of  all  the  cases  of  Mongolianism  admitted  to  this  institution 
not  one,  as  the  feeble  minded  are  classified,  has  been  an  idiot,  the 
nearest  approach  in  a  single  instance  being  that  of  an  idio-im- 
becile.  All  others  have  been  imbeciles  with  quite  varying  degrees 
of  intelligence  but  none  above  the  middle  grade. 

The  cause  of  the  type  is  not  very  definitely  known  but  what- 
ever it  is  those  who  belong  to  it  are  quite  numerous.  Of  seventy- 
three  admissions  during  the  past  year  six  of  the  number,  or  over 
8  1-5  per  centum,  were  of  the  Mongolian  type.  It  was  noted  some 
years  ago  that  Mongolians  are  apt  to  be  last  bom  children.  This 
has  been  questioned  by  a  recent  American  author  (Barr)  who 
makes  the  surprising  statement  that  he  has  found  it  so  in  but  one 
case.  With  that  statement  our  statistics  are  greatly  at  variance. 
During  the  twenty-two  years  of  my  superintendency  at  this  insti- 
tution, seventy-two  children  of  the  Mongolian  type,  forty-one  boys 
and  thirty-one  girls,  have  been  admitted.  Of  this  number  forty- 
two,  or  over  fifty-eight  per  cent.,  were  the  last  born;  sixteen,  or 
less  than  twenty-two  per  cent.,  intermediate;  and  fourteen,  or 
nearly  twenty  per  cent.,  were  first  born  children.  Another  re- 
markable fact  discovered  in  connection  with  the  family  histories 
in  these  seventy-two  cases  is  that  there  was  not  a  single  instance  of 
anotlier  feoblo-mindod  child  in  anv  one  of  the  families.  This  we 
consider  very  strong  evidence  that  Mongolianism  must  be  due,  at 
least  usually,  to  other  than  hereditary  influences.  So  large  a 
number  as  is  shown  by  the  statistics  being  last  bom,  it  would  seem 
as  if  some  inertia  or  lack  of  the  essential  vitality  in  the  procreat- 
ing powers  of  the  mother  during  the  last  years  of  the  child-bear- 
ing period  mip:ht  safely  be  considered  a  cause  of  imbecility  of  the 
^fongolian  type.  If  so,  it  is  possible  for  the  same  cause  to  oper- 
ate in  the  mother's  reproductive  effort  at  other  times  and  espe- 
cially as  it  also  appears  by  the  statistics  in  the  first  born  but  to  a 
milder  extent  than  in  the  case  of  the  last  born. 

The  following  table  presents  the  statistics  from  which  the  above 
percentages  are  obtained: 

No.  of  Children  Mongolian  Children. 

Cmp  Xymber.  in  family.  First.  Intermediate.  I.a§t. 

1 7  .  .  . .  7 

:5 6  1 
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No.  of  Cblldren 
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CONOLUSIOlf. 

A«rain  I  thank  you  of  the  board  of  manage rjs  for  another  year's 
support  and  confidence  during  which  wour  assurances  by  both  word 
and  act  have  ever  been  constant  and  unwavering.  Tliroughout  the 
year  the  purposes  of  the  institution,  the  training  and  education  of 
the  feeble-minded  have  been  zealously  and  faithfully  pursued  by 
the  teachers  in  the  work  of  the  school  rooms.     To  this  end  others, 
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both  officers  and  employes,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  have  given 
loyal  aid.  By  the  co-operation  of  all  we  believe  a  satisfactory 
measure  of  success  has  been  steadily  maintained.  The  aim  is  to 
higher  and  "better  conditions  and  the  results  of  the  past  year  give 
confidence  that  with  added  experience  the  succeeding  one  will  con- 
tinue gratifying  and  encouraging. 

JAMES  C.  CARSON', 

8\uperiniende  nt. 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  December  12,  1906. 
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By-Laws  of   the    Syracuse    State   Institution   for   Feeble-Minded 

Children. 

(Revised  April  11,  1906.) 

Abticle  I. 

Of  the  Managers, 

The  managers  shall  have  the  general  direction  and  control  of  all 
the  property  and  concerns  of  the  institution,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  by  law,  and  shall  take  charge  of  its  general  interesta, 
maintain  an  effective  inspection  of  the  affairs  and  management  of 
the  institution,  and  see  that  its  general  designs  be  carried  into 
effect,  and  everything  done  faithfully  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Legislature,  and  the  by-laws,  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  institution.  They  shall  receive  no  compensation  for 
their  services,  but  shall  be  paid  their  actual  and  reasonable  travel- 
ing and  other  expenses,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the  render- 
ing of  their  accounts. 

Article  II. 

Meetings  of  the  Board, 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  board  shall  be  held  monthly  at  the 
institution,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month,  at  three 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Article  III. 

Of  Elections. 

At  the  meeting  in  October  in  each  and  every  year,  the  officers 
of  the  board,  who  shall  be  a  president  to  preside  in  the  absence  of 
the  State  Commissioner  of  Education,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer, 
and  an  executive  committee,  consisting  of  three  of  the  managers, 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot. 
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Article  IV. 

Of  the  Order  of  Business. 

At  the  regular  meetings  of  the  board,  the  order  of  businpea 
shall  be  as  fallows: 

1.  Reading  the  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

2.  Report  of  the  executive  committee. 

3.  Report  of  the  treasurer. 

4.  Report  of  the  superintendent. 

5.  Reports  of  special  committees. 

6.  Resolutions. 

7.  Miscellaneous  business. 

Article  V. 

Of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  executive  committee  shall  meet  at  the  institution  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  every  month,  at  such  an  hour  as  they  may 
from  time  to  time  appoint.  They  e^liall  have  the  general  charge  of 
the  interests  of  the  institution  in,  all  matters  which  may  arise  be- 
tween the  meetings  of  the  board;  shall  see  that  all  resolutions  of 
tlie  managers  are  promptly  carried  into  effect;  shall  audit  the 
l>ills  of  expenditures  and  certify  them  for  payment  by  the  treas- 
urer. They  shall,  in  connection  with  the  superintendent,  act 
upon  the  reception  and  dismissal  of  pupils.  They  shall  keep  reg- 
ular minutes  of  their  proceedings  in  a  book  prepared  for  that  pur- 
pose and  kept  in  the  institution,  and  present  tlie  same  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  board,  and  they  shall  perform  sucli  other  duties  as  may 
be  delegated  to  them  by  the  board.  They  shall  have  the  power  of 
calling  extra  meetings  of  the  board.  They  shall  prepare  the  an- 
nual report  and  submit  the  same  for  the  approbation  of  the  l)oard 
at  its  meeting  in  October. 

Article  VT. 

Of  the  Secretary. 

The  secretary  shall  keep  minutes  of  tlie  proceeding.-^  of  the 
board,  and  record  them  in  a  book  k'^])t  f«>r  that  })urpose,  and  shall 
perform  such  other  duties  as  the  board  shall  assign  him.  lie  shall 
also  notify  the  managers  of  all  meetings  of  the  board. 


»     0 


Akticle  VIL 
C//  //'^  Treasurer, 
^r  'T*^^*  .r^-r  •hall   have   the  cn*'«^iv  ..f  all   lu  r.t-v?.^    ••- j_     - 

..   •;>  ,;,*','  r',ou:  collerrt  all  monevi  due,  and  rteeive  a^  a:  t  r 
V*  *    v/,*   ^>f'»  and  U-ua^'Ur?.  made  or  liequearbe*!  :o  :he  iL-srimri 
<'  't  ^^-y/^A  •;>?  ♦a;(j'-  in  ?^>fm'  ^afe  l>ank:  ije  shall  p»ay  a^  debt^^  -ii. 

,*  *  %/'/'^,f'\,z/^  **f  x\,*'  #—Mmaff-»  approveil  l»v  ihe  li<cal  supers £=-  - 
-<-•  <  **  *  ,':,*''d  ffV  ♦r.tf-  f-x^fiirive  ci^nnmirtee,  and  keepi  full  and  j.  - 
<',*^>  a^/'//-,r»**  of  all  hja  coll ^-ct ions,  re<*eipt>  and  payments.      Yl*r 

•  A,  .  f*f(,",*-r  *jf  *;i^  i'Xf-^'UX'ive  coinmiitee  semi-annual  stalemer.  'r 
/.'  '.  »  r^^'*'\\^;  and  paymf-nta;  )>alanr-e  hi?  books  of  acconnt  a.ii- 
'  4,2  ^^'  *''''  ''''**  ^'^y  ^'f  Octolier,  and  upon  the  day  of  the  mur 
'  .A.    iij^^\ufc^  make  and  deliver  to  $aid  committee  a  statement  of 

*  '  \  'A.i$s,f'M^  <thov*ing  the  rerreipts  and  paym^its  of  the  past  ^ear. 

ArTH  LE   VIII. 

Of  the  tSuperhifendent, 

^if^  It /f^'fj'nV'nd^'nt  ^'hall  \>o  the  chief  executi>e  officer  of  the 
;rjif,,*  .\'/ff.     He  f»hall  have  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
f/'j,,/:,!,ifM.  icro^mdh  and  farm,  together  with  their  furniture,  fix- 
*:,r*^  ztA  ¥**M'ic^  and  the  direction  and  control  of  all  persons  em- 
f/,f/yi'/i  in  axid  af^^ut  the  same,  subject  to  the  laws  and  regula- 
♦^//f/fc  4'**H'tni>h*A  hy  the  managf.T«i.     He  shall  have  the  appoint- 
f/^fn*^  of  hin  e/>-n'>ident  officer8,  with  power  to  assign  them  their 
f/^yy-^iv^r  iliiiU-it^  j*iihject  to  the  by-laws.     He  shall  employ,  sub- 
j^:t  to  t},rr  MjfK-n'ij^ion  of  the  Ixiard  of  managers,  such  teachers, 
a*vt/^jdan'*>  and  aftf^i.stants  as  he  may  think  proper  and  necessary 
ff/r  tU**  f'f'fffiomU'nl  and  efficient  carrying  into  eflFect  of  the  design 
of  the  ini*tjtution,  prescribe  their  several  duties  and  places,  and 
iriay  discharge  any  of  them.     He  shall  also  from  time  to  time, 
give  fcijch  orders  and  instructions  as  he  may  judge  best  calculated 
to  indur^f  g^K/d  conduct,  fidelity  and  economy  in  any  department 
of  labr/r  and  expense,  and  he  is  authorized  and  enjoined  to  main- 
tain salutary  discipline  among  all  who  are  employed  by  the  in- 
stitution, and  to  enforce  strict  compliance  with  such  instructions 
and  uniform  obedience  to  all  the  rules  and  r^ulations  of  the  insti- 
tntion«    He  shall  further  cause  full  and  fair  accounts  and  records 
of  aU  his  doings,  and  of  the  entire  business  and  operations  of  the 
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institution,  together  with  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  pupils, 
to  be  kept  r^ularly,  from  day  to  day,  in  books  provided  for  that 
purpose ;  and  he  shall  see  that  all  such  accounts  and  records  shall 
be  fully  made  up  the  first  days  of  April  and  October  in  each  year, 
and  that  the  principal  facts  and  results,  with  his  report  thereon, 
be  presented  to  the  board  at  its  semi-annual  meetings.  The  ex- 
ercise of  the  foregoing  powers  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  managers,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided.  He  shall 
conduct  the  oflScial  correspondence  of  the  institution;  shall,  at  the 
time  of  the  admission  of  any  pupil  into  the  institution,  enter 
in  a  book,  to  be  provided  and  kept  for  that  purpose,  a  minute, 
with  (late,  of  the  name  and  residence  of  the  pupil,  and  of  the 
person  or  persons  upon  whose  application  he  is  received ;  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  application,  statement,  certificate,  and  all 
other  papers  accompanying  such  pupil ;  the  originals  of-  which 
he  shall  file  and  carefully  preserve.  And  he  shall  be  accountable 
for  the  careful  keeping  and  economical  use  of  all  furniture,  stores 
and  other  articles  provided  for  the  institution,  and  prepare  and 
present  to  the  board  at  its  annual  meeting,  a  true  and  perfect 
inventory  of  all  the  personal  property  and  effects  belonging  to  the 
institution.  He  may  make  arrangements  subject-  to  the  approval 
of  the  managers,  for  the  support,  maintenance  and  clothing  of 
pupils  admitted  to  the  institution;  and  should  immediately,  on 
tho  reception  of  any  State  pupil,  give  notice  thereof  to  the  clerk 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  from  which  the  pupil 
was  sent. 

He  shall  also  give  notice  of  the  discharge  of  a  pupil  \)j  the 
managers,  to  the  person  and  in  the  mode  described  by  law;  and 
shall  see  to  the  removal  and  delivery  of  such  discharged  pupil  to 
the  proper  county  and  officer. 

Article   IX. 

Of  the  Pupils. 

The  design  and  objects  of  the  institution,  as  established  by 
tlie  action  of  the  Legislature,  are  not  of  a  custodial  character; 
but  to  furnish  the  means  of  education  to  that  portion  of  the 
youth  of  the  State  not  provided  for  in  any  of  its  other  educa- 
tional institutions.  Those  only  will,  therefore,  be  received  into 
the  institution  who  are  of  a  proper  school-attending  age,  and 
for  such  periods  of  time  as  shall,  in  the  estimation  of  the  board 
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of  iijaiiagerrt,  suffice  to  impart  all  the  education  practicable  in 
each  particular  case^  and  in  conformity  with  the  r^olations 
h^;rr?inafter  specified. 

(Children  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen,  who  are 
fe^;bU;-rnindcd,  or  so  deficient  in  intelligence  as  to  be  incapable  of 
UrjDg  educated  at  any  ordinary  school,  and  who  are  nx>t  epUeptic. 
para)yz^;d,  helpless,  insane  or  greatly  deformed,  may  be  admitted 
hy  the  hiiperintendent,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  execu- 
tive? c//rrimitt^je.  Applications  in  behalf  of  others  shall  be  re- 
if'TrcA  to  the  action  of  the  board  of  managers. 

'Ihfi  parcmts  or  next  friends  of  those  in  whose  behalf  applica- 
tions are  made  for  admission  as  pupils,  shall  make  answers  in 
7»ritiriK  t/>  such  questions  as  the  superintendent  and  committee 
»liall   p^^^cribe.  .  They  shall,   moreover,   if  of  sufficient   ability, 
f^i((f*U/'  t/>  pay  such  reasonable  sum  for  the  education  and  sup-    I 
f/'/rt  of  the  pupils,  and  to  furnish  them  with  such  proper  cloth-    \ 
iitf(  vJiile  in  the  institution,  as  shall  be  stipulated  by  the  super-    , 
itiU^ufU'jii ,  and  they  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  bound  to  receive  them 
ba/jk  whrm  required,  free  of  expense  to  the  institution.     But  no 
i*'.(',\t\t'.  minded  pupil  shall  be  received  into   the  institution   witb- 
O'Jt  th^re  sliall  have  been  first  lodged,  with  the  superintendent   j 
ther^rof,  a  request  t/)  that  effect,  under  the  hand  of  the  person  by    I 
who«/j  dire<rtion  ho  is  sent,  stating  the  age,  and  place  of  nativity,    J 
if  known,  of  the  feeble-minded  one,  his  Christian  and  surname,    \ 
the    town,     or    city,     and    county    in    which    he    resides,     the    ^ 
ability  or  otherwise  of  the  pupil,  his  parents  or  guardians,   to 
provide  for  his  support,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  if  in  part  only, 
in  what  part;  and  the  degree  of  relationship,  or  other  circum- 
«tanco  of  connection  between  him  and  the  person  requesting  his 
admission,  which  statement  shall  be  verified  in  writing,  by  the 
oath  of  two  disinterested  persons,  residents  of  the  same  county 
with  the  feeble-minded  one,  acquainted  with  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstancx^s  so  stated,  and  certified  to  be  creditable  by  the  county 
judge  of  the  same  county.     And  no  feeble-minded  pupil  shall 
be  received  into  said  institution  unless  the  county  judge  of  the 
county  liable  for  his  support  shall  certify  that  such  pupil  is  an 
eligible  and  proper  candidate  for  admission  to  said  institution 
as  aforesaid,  provided,  however,  that  feeble-mineded  pupils  may 
be  received  into  said  institution  upon  the  application  therefor 
signed  officially  by  any  county  superintendent  of  the  poor,  or 
by  the  commissioners  of  charity  of  any  of  the  cities  of  this  State 
where  such  commissioners  exist, 

I 

I 


J 
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The  State  pupils  in  the  institution  will  be  selected  in  equal 
numbers,  as  far  as  may  be^  from  each  judicial  district,  from 
those  whose  parents  or  guardians  are  unable  to  provide  for  their 
support  therein. 

The  State  pupils  will  be  expected  to  come  to  the  institution: 
provided  with  a  supply  of  neat  and  substantial  clothing  for  the 
first  six  months,  after  which  period  the  clothing  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  institution,  at  the  expense  of  the  respective  coun- 
ties of  which  they  are  residents,  as  in  the  case  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  the  blind  institutions  of  the  State. 

A  bond  will  be  required  in  all  cases,  except  the  case  of  a 
State  pupil,  to  insure  the  removal  of  the  pupil  free  of  expense 
to  the  institution. 

All  pupils  will  be  received  upon  trial  for  one  month,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  a  report  upon  the  ca3B  will  be  made  to  the 
parents  or  parties  sending  them,  if  requested. 

The  education  furnished  by  the  institution  will  include  not 
only  the  simpler  elements  of  instruction  usually  taught  in  com- 
mon schools,  where  that  is  practicable,  but  will  embrace  a  course 
of  training  in  the  more  practical  matters  of  every-day  life,  the 
cultivation  of  habits  of  decency,  propriety,  self-management  and 
self-reliance,  and  the  development  and  enlargement  of  a  capacity 
for  useful  occupation. 

There  shall  be  a  vacation  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  board,  at  which  period 
all  pupils  must^be  removed  from  the  institution  by  the  parenti 
or  guardians,  if  required  by  the  superintendent. 

By-laws  can  only  be  altered  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board 
by  a  majority  of  the  whole  board. 


INVENTORY  OF  PROPERTY 


AT  THE 


Syracuse  State  Institution  for 
Feeble-Minded  Children 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1906 


PART  n. 


INVENTORY  OF  PROPERTY 


PART  II 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  RESIDENCE. 

4  couches 

1  rattan  settee 

2  desks 

6  upholstered  chairs 

3  cane  chairs 

1  office  chair  .  • 

9  rocking  chairs 

12  small  chairs 

3  kitchen  chairs 

2  kitchen  tables 

4  small  tables 

2  chiffoniers 

4  waahstands 

1  center  table   « 

4  double  beds 

8  single  beds 

4  mattresses 

3  single  mattresses    

1  hair  pillow 

6  feather  pillows 

4  bocc  springs 

2  single  spiral  springs   '. 

1  single  woven  wire  spring 

1  pair  portieres : 

1  door  curtain 

4  pairs  curtains 

8  pairs  muslin  curtains 


$50  00 

5 

00 

20 

00 

90 

00 

12 

00 

3 

00 

30 

00 

20 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

20 

00 

25 

00 

18 

00 

85 

00 

75 

00 

16 

00 

60  00 

18 

00 

1 

00 

7 

50 

25 

00 

5 

00 

2 

50 

26 

00 

5 

00 

12 

00 

8 

00 
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S  tables.  .  . . .  / 

5  diemen. 

2  toilet  sets 

1  alarm  clock 

1  braas  fire  aet 

2  docka 

2  bampera 

1  large  rug 

5  amall  rugs   

3  carpet  rug» 

1  carpet , 

Matting. 

9  blanketa. 

1  comforter. 

3  valances 

7  dozen  towels 

8  Turkish  towels 

20  sheets 

28  pillow  oases 

9  bedspreads 

7  tabledoths. 

1  dozen  doilies 

5  dozen  napkins   

2  flannel  table  covers   .... 

5  roller  towels 

2  kitchen  tablecloths  s  •  •  •  • 

2  teacloths 

5  dishtowela. 

12  glass  towels 

14  silver-plated  forks 

9  silver-plated  desert  spoons 

5  silver-plated  tablespoons 

2  carvers  and  2  forks 

2^  dozen  knives 

1  dinner  set^  96  pieces. . . 

3  trays : 

2  open  didies 

2  bread  plates* 

2  platters .* . 

1  dozen  sauce  plates  ..... 

6  glass  sauce  plates 

1  dozen  finger  bowls 


$10  00 

Y6  00 

8  00 

60 

15  00 

10  00 

4  00 

10  00 

16  00 

60  00 

10  00 

16  00 

40  00 

1  60 

6  00 

8  40 

Y6 

6  00 

2  80 

6  40 

10  00 

1  60 

6  00 

60 

1  00 

2  OO 

4  00 

60 

1  30 

1  40 

1  17 

80 

6  00 

1  60 

18  00 

80 

20 

60 

80 

18 

09 

3  00 
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IV2  dozen  wine  glasses $     90 

2  cruets. 10 

7  glass  cups 86 

1  celery  dish 26 

12  tumblers -  50 

1  oyster  soup  set 1  00 

1  oatmeal  set 75 

6  glass  dishes  .  .  ; 60 

1  cream  and  sugar  set 50 

1  dozen  plates  •   60 

1  dinner  set,  43  pieces  30  00 

1  fish  boiler 60 

1  steamer. 60 

1  ice  cream  freezer 4  00 

1  coffee  pot 2  00 

1  egg  beater 05 

3  iron  spoons 80 

2  wooden  spoons 10 

1  potato  masher    05 

1  chopping  knife % 10 

2  chopping  bowls 90 

2  preserve  kettles .' 2  00 

3  stone  jars  90 

1  pair  scales 1  00 

2  earthen  pieplates 20 

3  baking  dishes 45 

1  coffee  mill " 60 

2  milk  pails 60 

3  jelly  moulds 30 

2  pudding  moulds 20 

1  oatmeal  boiler 50 

3  sauce  pans 1  60 

1  dishpan. 40 

2  dippers. 14 

1  coffee  canister 26 

1  tea  canister 25 

1  salad  bowl 26 

2  bread  plates 10 

1  gem  pan 15 

3  jugs 60 

2  baking  dishes 40 

5  cake  tins 25 
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3  bread  tins 

1  baldng  board 

2  pana. 

1  sieve  .  . ., 

1  grater.  . 

3  tin  boxea 

100  jelly  glasses   

119  fruit  jars 

1  bread  knife 

1  cake  knife 

2  mixing  bowls   

4  flatirons. 

1  bread  bowl 

3  pitchers 

3  porcelain  basins   

5  basins 

1  meat  chopper 

1  frying  basket 

10  muffin  rings 

3  wooden  pails « 

1  mop  pail 

4  cleaning  pails 

1  washboard 

1  ironing  board 

2  dust  pans. 

2  carpet  sweepers 

1  feather  duster 

2  dust  brushes 

MAIN  BUILDING 

Superintendent's  Office. 

Office  library,  400  volumes 

1  walnut  case 

3  leather-seated  chairs 

3  upholstered  chairs 

1  upholstered  sofa 

2  rugs. 

1  mirror 

« 

2  black  walnut  desks 

L  typewriter 


$ 


3 
3 


1 
1 


15 
7S 
30 
10 
06 
15 
00 
50 
15 
15 
50 
40 
70 
60 
90 
00 
50 
15 
24 
30 
10 
80 
20 
00 
20 
50 
25 
40 


200  00 

3  00 

10  00 

10  00 

5  00 

2  00 

5  00 

65  00 

30  00 
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1   revolving  bookstand   $10  00 

1  letter  press  and  stand 

1   picture 

1   scale : 1 

1  dictionary  rest •  •  •  •  i 

1  scrap  basket 

1  basket 

1  floor  brush 

Reception  Room 

5  leather-seated  oak  chairs 

4  cane-seated  chairs 

1  wicker  chair 

1  leather-seated  couch 

Linoleum . 

1  atlas 

1  directory . 

1  picture  portfolio 

1  library  table 

1  floor  brush  and  dust  brush 

1  music  box 

Center  Hali- 

ft  canc-seated   chairs ' 

2  walnut  hat-racks, .  -. 

2  wicker  sofas 

1  clock 

2  doormats 

Linoleimi 

1  broom  and  dustpan .  . . 


Center  Porch. 


« 


3 

00 

\ 

00 

0 

00 

4 

00 

25 

25 

50 

20 

00 

12 

00 

1 

00 

20 

00 

15 

00 

5 

00 

4 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

65 

30 

00 

20 

00 

5 

00 

4 

00 

50  00 

1 

50 

25 

00 

25 

3 

00 

4 

00 

3 

00 

2  porch  chairs.. 
2  porch  benches 
2  lawn  benches. 


Hall. 
Stair  and  hall  carpet 4r>  ()i» 
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Family  Sitting  Rooms. 

Children's  library,  400  volumes 

1  library  oak  table 

1  small  oak  table .  .  . . 

1  mahogany   table 

1  imitation  cherry  table 

1  o-lobcf 

.18  pictures.   .    

2  wicker  chairs 

5  rockers , 

10  upholstered  chairs 

1  mirror.  . 

1  shovel  and  tongs  rest 

1  poker 

1  Brussels  rug 

Brussels   carpet    

8  curtains 

2  npholstcrfd  soias 

2  sofa   pillows 

1  marble  clock 

2  mantel    ornaments 

2  jardinieres , 

Family  Dimng  Room. 

1   lemon    squeezer , 

1  salad   dish 

4  tablecloths , 

2  tablecoths,    small 

3  dozeit  napkins 

2  sideboard  covers 

1  bread   knife 

2  bread   boxc  s 

1  rolling   pin 

1  dozen   hand   towels 

2  dozen  glass  towels 

8  bread  cloths *. 

1   knife   box 

1  cracker   box 

2  cake   boxes 

1  sugar  jar 


$75 

00 

5 

00 

2 

00 

15 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

18 

00 

3 

00 

10 

00 

25 

00 

10 

00 

1 

00 

25 

2 

00 

30 

00 

10 

00 

25 

00 

50 

2 

00 

50 

50 

10 

20 

4 

50 

2 

00 

3 

60 

1 

00 

15 

1 

50 

10 

1 

20 

2 

40 

80 

25 

20 

30 

40 
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carving  set 

colander.  .  . . ; 

butterpats 

soup    ladle 

cheese  scoop 

dozen  tea-knives,  steel 

dozen  dinner  knives,  steel 

dozen  dinner  knives,  silver-plated 
f  dozen  fork^,  silver-plated 

refrigerator 

ice  pick '. 

water   pails 

sideboard 

extension  table 

small   table 

5  chairs : 

tea  caddy 

butter  jar 

coffee  pot 

tea   pot 

2  hush  cloths 

1  set  of  dishes,  318  pieces 

4  jelly    dishes 

3  celery  dishes 

2  syrup    cups 

25  tumblers 

1  insect   powder  blower 

2  vases 

3  trays 

11  tablespoons,   silver-plated 

1^  dozen  soup  spoons,  silver-plated. 

4  dozen  teaspoons,  silver-plated.  .  .  . 
1  nut   cracker \ 

1  wire  dish  drainer 

5  glass  berry  dishes 

2  cruets 

15  sherbet  cups 

6  lemonade  glasses 

1  table  scraper  and  tray 

2  spoon  holders 

6  salts  and  peppers 


$3- 00 

15 

20 

10 

10 

60 

60 

2 

28 

5 

50 

10 

00 

05 

50 

10 

00 

10 

00 

3 

00 

30 

00 

10 

25 

25 

30 

75 

25 

00 

40 

45 

20 

37 

08 

10 

45 

1 

76 

2 

38 

4 

80 

25 

25 

50 

10 

75 

12 

25 

20 

60 

io 
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1  broom 

1  riig-  .  •  • 

6  tray  cloths 

6  platter  cloths 

Center  Dinino  Room. 

1  tray 

8  knives,    steel , . 

1  dozen  tea  knives,  steel 

1  dozen  dinner  knives,  silver-plated 

1  5/12   dozen   teaspoons,    silver-plated 

11/6  dozen  soup  spoons,  silver-plated 

^  dozen  tablespoons,  silver-plated 

2  2/12  dozen  forks,  silver-plated 

1  table  scraper  and  tray 

1  dozen  glass  towels 

3  crochet  tablemats 

4  dozen   napkins 

1  set  dishes,  296  pieces 

1  dozen    tumblers 

cS  finarer  bowls 

1  salad   bowl 

1  extension   table 

1  small   table : 

9  cane-seated   chairs 

2  sideboard   covers 

1  cruet 

1  syrup   cup 

1  tea .  caddy 

1  soup  ladle 

1  tea   pot 

1  coffee  pot . 

1  carving   set 

1  nut   CFacker 

3  salts  and  peppers 

2  butter  knives 

1  sideboard 

2  spoon   holders. 

2  berry   dishes 

2  jelly   dishes 

4  platter  cloths 


$0  15 

30 

00 

20 

60 

20 

40 

60 

2 

28 

1 

70 

1 

26 

99 

8 

25 

30 

1 

20 

- 

30 

4 

80 

75 

00 

60 

1 

50 

50 

18 

00 

8 

00 

13 

50 

1 

00 

05 

10 

10 

10 

2 

00 

2 

00 

3 

00 

25 

30 

50 

15 

00 

20 

30 

30 

40 
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2  linen  center  pieces $0  SO 

1  dozen   doilies « . 

4  tablecloths,  3^  yards  long 

4  tablecloths,  1  yard  long 

2  hush  cloths 

2  Brussels  rugs , 

Attbwbants'   Dining  Room. 

3  dozen  dish  towels 

3  trays '. 

1  insect  powder  blower 

6  tables 

8  tablecloths,  4  yards  long. 

8  tablecloths,  3^  yards  long 

4  tablecloths,  3  yards  long 

43  chairs 

10  salts  and  peppers 

10  cruets 

5  mustard  pots 

6  syrup  cups 

5  butter  plates 

5  spoonholders 

2  vases 

5  carving  knives  and  forks 

6  tea  pots 

4  coffee   pots 

4  dozen   tumblers 

7  pitchers 

4  dozen  plates,  9  inch 

4  dozen  plates,  7  inch 

4  dozen  soup  plates 

4  dozen  sauce   dishes 

5  soup  tureens 

5  soup   ladles 

5  dozen  cups  and  saucers 

4  dozen  knives  and  forks 

7  7/12  dozen  teaspoons 

1  1/4  dozen  tablespoons 

3  2/3  -dozen  dessert  spoons 

6  hand  towels 

1  refrigerator. 


1 

00 

6 

00 

1 

60 

60 

5 

00 

3 

60 

45 

08 

30 

00 

14  00 

12 

00 

5 

00 

43 

00 

1 

00 

60 

25 

60 

SO 

60 

20 

5 

00 

1 

60 

1 

20 

72 

50 

2 

40 

1 

92 

1 

44  . 

72 

6 

00 

2 

50 

2 

40 

4 

80 

4 

56 

1 

95 

3 

96 

60 

9 

00 

12 


[AsdemUy^ 


Chiij)sbn's  Dining  Room. 

5  tabk*,  3i  foot 

2  tables,  7  foot 

4  tables,  10  foot 

8  ubles,  12  foot 

1  table,   15  foot 

I  table,   20  foot 

17^  dozen  chairs. 

24  roller  towjels 

^  dozen  brooms : 

15|   dozen  soup  plates. , 

1 6  dozen  breakfast  plates 

15|  dozen  tea  plates ^ 

9  dishpans 

6  dozen  knives 

15^  dozen   forks '. , 

15^  dozen  dessert  spoons 

15^  dozen   mugs 

II  dozen  bowls , 

1^  dozen  pitchers 

13  salts  and  peppers 

3  trays 

5  syrup  cups 

1 5  dippers 

1  syrup   can 

12  cruets 

1  basket , 

35  dozen   bibs 

2  dozen  dish   towels 

9  dish  cloths 

i  dozen  tea  spoons 

3  dust  brushes 

4  dust   pans 

1  insect  powder  blower 

1  mouse  trap 

6  pails 

Kitchen. 

4  pine  tables 

12  wooden   chairs 

3  dozen  pie  plates 


$7  50 

7  00 

20  00 

48 

00 

7  50 

10 

00 

105 

00 

4: 

80 

90 

5 

58 

9 

60 

7  40 

3 

60 

3 

60 

9 

30 

16 

74 

9 

30 

3 

96 

3 

60 

1 

30 

45 

50 

1 

50 

50 

60 

26 

21 

00 

2 

40 

90 

30 

45 

60 

08 

05 

1 

20 

4  00 

6 

00 

1 

80 
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9  covered  vegetable  dishes $1  80 

20  soup  tureens 4  00 

1  dozen  pans 2  16 

^  dozen  dish  pans 2  40 

3  drip  pans 1  50 

4  dippers 40 

1  meat  cleaver 1  00 

1  meat  chopper 1  00 

3  milk  cans 6  00 

i  dozen  mugs 30 

%  dozen  colanders 60 

1  cake  griddle 40 

2  cake  turners 20 

4  porcelain-lined  kettles 2  00 

1  raisin  seeder 1 .  00 

2  dozen  tin  patepans.  .• 1  20 

2  dozen  iron  patepans 1  50 

3  teakettles 1  50 

7  tin  pudding  dishes 1  00 

1  broiler / . . .  20 

1  soup  kettle 75 

1  teacaddy 25 

1 .  pint  cup 06 

1  quart  cup  . ; 10 

8  cake  tins *0 

1  cake  cutter 10 

2  skimmers 10 

2  granite  kettles — 1  80 

1  bread  cutter 2  00 

1  bread  commode 4  00 

1  slate  pastry  table 5  00 

1  refrigerator 9  00 

1  dozen  pitchers 80 

6  large  platters 2  40 

6  small  platters : 80 

18  breadplates 90 

2  dozen  pudding  tins '. 3  00 

6  pudding  dishes 1  25 

1  knife  steel 15 

2  10-quart  pails 30 

4  1-gallon  pails^  galvanized 82 


14  .  [A&demblyy 


6  spice  boxes 

V2  dozen  lunch  baskets; . . . . 

1  cracker  box 

3  sugar  boxes 

4  lemon  squeezers •. 

2  double  boilers 

1  double  boiler  coffee  pot. . . . 

2  pepper  boxes 

2  coffee  pots 

2  jelly  moulde 

2  dozen  muffin  rings 

2    stewpans,  iron 

2  saucepans,  galvanized  .... 

1  coffee  box 

1  coffee  mill 

1  dish  commode 

2  wire  strainers 

1  dozen  paring  knives ...... 

3  carving  knives  and  forks. . 

3  forks,  silver-plated 

8  dinner  knives 

4  tea  spoons,  silver-plated. . . 
1  dozen  galvanized  spoons. . . 

3  meat  cloths 

3  bread  cloths 

16  roller  toweb 

1  dozen  dish  cloths. 

2  dozen  dish  towels. 

1  flour  sifter 

1  creamery 

8  potato  mashers 

1  egg  beater 

1  ice  pick 

1  clock 

1  rolling  pin 

2  chopping  bowls  and  knives. 

1  mop  handle 

2  washboards 

6  scrub  pails  and  brushes. . . 

-x)al  scuttles 

>ve  poker • . 


$0  60 

60 

20 

50 

40 

1  20 

1  00 

10 

60 

20 

60 

60 

60 

25 

50 

10  00 

20 

48 

2  SO 

50 

15 

40 

60 

15 

45 

3  20 

60 

1  80 

10 

25  00 

15 

05 

10 

2  00 

10 

1  20 

05 

30 

1  60 

1  00 

10 
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nsect  powder  blower . .  .  ^ 

»rooms 

liistpan 

nousetrap 

garbage  cans 

Storkroom. 

tables 

pairs  steps 

stepladders 

broom,  dust  pan  and  brush 

chairs  * 

dozen  candle  holders 

Attendants'  Sitting  Room. 

tables 

upholstered  couch 

►  rockers  

I  broom,  dust  pan  and  brush 

Linoleum 

I  chairs 

I  mirror 

Halls  and  Bath  Rooms. 

J  V2  dozen  chairs 

)  step  ladders 

i  y2  dozen  scrub  pails 

i  V2  dozen  scnib  brushes 

I  dozen  benches 

i  dozen  tables « . 

I  rocker 

LO  dust  cans 

i  dozen  brooms 

LO  dust  pans 

i  dozen  dust  brushes 

J3  fire  pails 

J  wall  brushes 

t  floor  brushes 

L  mirrors 

/2  dozen  floor  polishers 


$0  08 

30 

15 

05 

2 

50 

4 

00 

1 

00 

G 

00 

•15 

1 

00 

1 

02 

l\ 

00 

1:5 

00 

1 

50 

45 

1 

50 

0 

00 

40 

15 

00 

6 

00 

1 

80 

00 

36 

00 

12 

00 

1 

50 

5 

00 

1 

80 

1 

50 

1 

80 

3 

45 

1 

00 

2 

00 

4 

00 

30 

00 
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Sewing  Room. 

3  pairs  steps  .  . $1  50 

3  clothes  baskets   75 

1  pair  shears 50 

1  pair  scissors 15 

1  bench,  4-foot,  veneer 6  00 

3  sewing  machines 54  00 

1  cane-seated  chair 1  00 

3  cane-seated  rockers 3  00 

1  broom  and  dust  pan 25 

Blankets,  Sheets,  Bedspreads,  Pillowcases,  and  Towels  in  Chil- 

dreris  Rooms,  Main  Building, 

The  following  list  covers  hospital  room  and  rooms  2,  6,  8,  10, 
11,  12,  13,  14,  16,  17,  20,  22,  23,  31,  41: 

800  blankels 450  00 

725  sheet© 181  25 

375  pillowcases 37  50 

200  roller  towels 40  00 

190  bed  spreads 114  00 

200  hand  towels 20  00 

Hospital  Boom 

8  beds 24  00 

6  hair  matre?ses 40  00 

8  hair  pillows '     6  00 

4  rubber  sheets    30  40 

8  rockers 12  00 

9  chairs 4  50 

1  wardrobe 8  00 

1  commode 5  00 

2  stands 2  00 

1  washstand 5  00 

1  table 1  00 

2  bureaus 16  00 

1  whiskbroom 05 

1  toilet  set 70 

1  broom,  dustpan  and  brush 45 
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Family  Rooms 

1 7  tables 

3  chiffoniers. •. . , 

8   mirrors. 

1 0  wardrobes 

4-   writing  desks 

2  black  walnut  book  cases 

1 1  dressers 

1  medicine  cabinet    

2  clocks 

1   inkstand 

10  wash  stands  .  .  .  .  « 

4 

10  t-oilet  sets 

5  towel  racks 

181  towels 

16  cane-seated  rockers 

1  wicker  rocker 

40  cane-seated  chairs 

2  hospital  chairs   

4  upholstered  couches   

2  wicker  couches *. 

4  couch  covers. 

0  double  beds 

G  hair  mattresses,  double 

8  single  beds 

8  hair  mattresses,  single 

24  pillows,  feather 

12  comforters 

26  blankets 

14  bed  spreads 

48  sheets 

48  pillow  cases 

1  door  drape   

7  pairs  scrim  curtains 

4  pairs  muslin  curtains 

2  screens. 

12  small  rugs 

1  large  rug 

6  ingrain  carj^ta 

3  mattings 

2 


$25  00 

27  00 

8 

00 

80 

00 

20 

00 

30 

00 

88 

00 

2 

00 

1 

00 

25 

SO 

00 

20 

00 

1 

25 

18 

10 

24  00 

2 

00 

30 

00 

10 

00 

28 

00 

6  00 

2 

00 

42 

00 

54  00 

40 

00 

40 

00 

30 

00 

18 

00 

39 

00 

8 

40 

12 

00 

4 

80 

1 

00 

1 

75 

1 

00 

6 

00 

12 

00 

20 

00 

90 

00 

12 

00 
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3  carpet  sweepers 

1  dozen  whisk  brooms 

1  waste  paper  basket 

3  hampers 

2  floor  brushes 

4  dust  brushes 

12  brooma ' 

10  water  cans 

12  dust  pans   

10  foot  tubs 

Room  2. 

9  beds. 

1  comforter 

9  mattresses,  8  hair,  1  cotton 

9  pillows,  6  hair,  2  cotton,  1  feather. 

1  commode. 

1  washstand 

2  tables 

2  rockers 

1  toilet  set .•. . 

1  bureau 

1  screen 

7  chairs. 

1  water  pail 

1  whisk  broom 

1  broom,  dust  pan  and  brush 

Boom  3. 

1  double  bed 

2  blankets 

4  sheets 

2  pillows,  1  feather,  1  cotton 

4  pillow  cases 

1  hair  mattress 

1  comforter 

1  bed  spread 

6  towels 

2  tables 

1  diair. 

1  dresser. 


$6  00 

• 

60 

25 

1 

50 

1 

00 

60 

1 

80 

5 

00 

1 

80 

4 

< 

00 

36 

00 

1 

50 

42 

50 

6  75 

5 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

1 

00 

8 

00 

1 

00 

3 

50 

25 

05 

45 

7  00 

3 

00 

1 

00 

1 

75 

40 

9 

00 

1 

50 

60 

60 

3 

00 

75 

8 

00 
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1  rocker. 

1 ,  waah  stand 

2  pitchers. 

1  toilet  set 

1  screen 

1  whisk  broom 

1  broom 

Boom  4. 

1   single  bed 

1  hair  mattress  J 

1  bed  spread   

2  blankets. ^ . . . 

1  comforter.  .    

3  sheets. 

1  feather  pillow 

3  pillow  cases 

1  wash  stand •. 

1  toilet  set 

1  table •. 

1  rocker 

i  dresser. 

8  towels 

2  chairs 

1  whiskbroom 

1  pail 

1  slop  pail 

Room  6 

12  beds  

12  hair  mattresses 

6  rubber  mattress  covers 

13  pillows ;  12  hair,  1  feather 

1  bureau  and  cover 

2  washstands 

2  rockers 

10  chairs 

1  whiskbroom 

1  floor  brush 

1  dustpan  and  brush 


*" 

$1  50 

5 

00 

1 

00 

2 

00 

1 

00 

05 

16 

4 

00 

5 

00 

60 

3 

00 

1 

50 

75 

1 

25 

30 

5 

00 

1 

00 

2 

00 

1 

25 

8 

00 

80 

1 

50 

05 

2J0 

30 

36 

00 

60 

00 

3 

60 

10 

00 

8 

50 

10  00 

3 

00 

5 

00 

06 

60 

30 
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Room  8 

0  beds $30  OO 

1  hair  mattresses 

rubber  mattress  covers 

comforter 

2  pillows ;  11  hair,  1  feather 

bureau  and  cover 

commode 

mirror 

washstand  and  cover 

toilet  set 

rocker 

1  chairs 

screen 

whiskbroom 

pail 

broom,  dustpan  and  brush 

Room  10. 

0  beds > 

0  mattresses ;  7  hair,  3  cotton 

rubber  mattress  covers 

comforter 

1  pillows;  10  hair,  1  feather 

bureau 

mirror 

washstand 

toilet  set 

2  tables  . 

2  rockers 

9  chairs 

1  screen  

1  whiskbroom 

1  pail 

1  broom,  dustpan  and  brush 


Room  11. 

9  iron  beds 

9  cotton  mattresses 

9  pillows,  hair 


55 

00 

2 

40 

1 

50 

9 

60 

8 

50 

5 

00 

1 

00 

5 

00 

1 

00 

1 

50 

5 

50 

1 

00 

5 

20 

45 

30 

00 

42 

50 

2 

40 

1 

50 

8  75 

8 

00 

1 

00 

6 

00 

1 

00 

2 

50 

3 

00 

4 

50 

2  00 

05 

20 

45 

36 

00 

22 

50 

6  75 
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1  bureau |8  00 

8   chairs 4  00 

1   whiskbroom 05 

1  broom,  dustpan  and  brush 45 

Room  12. 

10  beds 30  00 

10  mattresses  (3  cotton,  7  hair) 42  50 

11  pillows  (3  cotton,  8  hair) 7  50 

2  rubber  sheets   1  20 

1  bureau ' 8  00 

1  mirror 1  00 

2  rockers 2  50 

8  chairs 4  00 

2  tables .' 2  50 

1  whiskbroom 05 

1  broom,  dustpan  and  brush 45 


Boom  13. 

20  beds , 

20  mattresses  (11  cotton,  9  hair) 

10  rubber  sheets   , 

1  comforter , 

21  pillows  (20  hair,  1  feather) , 

1  bureau , 

1  commode , 

1  toilet  set , 

1  slop  pail  and  water  can 

2  rockers 

19  chairs , 

2  tables , 

1  screen 

2  scrim  sash  curtains 

1  whiskbroom , 

1  pail 

2  brooms , 

1  dustpan 

2  dustbrushes 


60 

00 

72 

50 

6 

00 

1 

60 

16 

25 

8 

00 

5 

00 

1 

00 

1 

00 

2 

50 

9 

50 

2 

50 

1 

00 

60 

06 

20 

30 

15 

30 

23 


[.AsMinUj, 


Room  14. 

1  beds  

1  mattresses  (8  cotton,  3  hair) 

2  pillows  (6  hair,  4  cotton,  2  feather) 

comforter 

bureau 

washstand 

toilet  set  

slop  pail 

center  table   

rockers 

1  chairs ; 


screen  .  .    . 
whiskbroom 


pail  •  •   • ;  •  • 

water  pail 

broom,  dustpan  and  brush 


$33  00 

35  00 

9  00 

1  50 

8  00 


5 
1 

2 
2 
5 

1 


00 
00 
50 
00 
50 
50 
00 
05 
20 
25 
45 


Room  16. 


11  beds  

11  mattresses 

8  rubber  sheets   

1  comforter 

12  pillows  (10  hair,  2  feather) 
1  bureau 

I  toilet  set 

II  chairs 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


screen  

table 

whiskbroom 

floorbnish 

broom,  dustpan  and  brush 


33  00 
27  50 

4  80 
1  50 

10  00 
8  00 

1  00 

5  50 

2  00 
2  00 

05 
50 
45 


Room  17. 

9  beds  

9  mattresses 

1  rubber  mattress  cover 

10  pillows  (9  hair,  1  feather)      

1  bureau 

1  mirror 


27  00 

22  50 

60 

8  00 

8  00 

1  00 
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1  rocker  

8  chairs 

1  table 

I  broom,   dustpan   and  brush 

KooM  20. 

II  beds.  . ' 

11  mattresses  —  8  cotton,  3  hair 

I  rubber  mattress  cover 

I I  pillows  —  8  hair,  3  cotton 

1  bureau. 

1  mirror 

2  rockers 

9  chairs.   

KooM  21. 

1  bed  spread 

2  blankets.  . 

4  pillow  cases 

6  towels 

1  toilet  set 

1  slop  pail 

1  table 

1  chair.  . 

1  rocker 

EooM  22. 

9  beds. ^ . . . . 

9  mattresses  —  8  cotton,  1  hair 

I  comforter 

II  pillows  —  8  hair,  2  cotton,  1  feather 

1  bureau 

1  mirror , 

1  washstand 

1  toilet  set , 

1  rocker. 

7  chairs 

1  screen 

1  stand 

1  whisk  broom 

1  pail , 

1  broom  and  dust  pan 


$1  25 

4  00 

2 

00 

45 

44 

00 

35 

00 

60 

7 

50 

8 

00 

1 

00 

2 

50 

4 

50 

60 

3 

00 

40 

60 

2 

00 

25 

1 

50 

1 

00 

1 

50 

27 

00 

25 

00 

1 

50 

8 

25 

8 

00 

1 

00 

5 

00 

1 

00 

1 

25 

3 

50 

1 

00 

2 

00 

05 

20 

25 
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Boom  23. 

0  beds $?iO  00 

0  mattresses  —  9  cotton,  1  hair 27  50 

comforter 1  50 

1  pillows  —  8  hair,  2  cotton,  1  feather 8  25 

bureau.  . 8  00 

mirror 1  00 

screen 2  00 

rocker. 1  25 

chairs 4  50 

table 2  00 

wash  stand.  : 5  00 

toilet  set 1  00 

slop  pail    30 

whisk  broom , 05 

broom  and  dustpan   25 

B  dust  brushes 30 

i  floor  brush 50 

EooM  24. 

2  single  beds   8  00 

2  hair  mattresses -  10  00 

2  bed  spreads 1  20 

4  blankets 6  00 

2  comforters 3  00 

4  pillows  —  2  feather,  2  hair 4  00 

8  pillow  cases   80 

6  sheets 1  50 

12  towels 1  20 

2  washstands 8  00 

1  mirror .' . . .  1  00 

2  toilet  sets 2  00 

2  dressers 16  00 

1  table 2  00 

2  cane-seated  chairs 1  50 

1  small  stand 1  00 

2  chairs 2  00 

3  rockers. 3  00 

2  slop  pails   60 
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Room  30. 

1   three-quarter  bed 

1  iair  mattress 

1  blanket 

4  sheets 

4.  pillow  cases 

2  feather  pillows 

Carpet 

1  dresser * 

1  table. 

1  table  and  cover 

1  rocker 

1  chair. ^ . . .  . 

6  towels. 

1  washstand 

1  toilet  set 

1  water  pail 

1  slop  pail   

1  whisk  broom 

1  broom 

KooM  31. 

29  beds 

29  mattresses  —  28  hair,  1  cotton.  . . 

1  comforter 

28  rubber  sheets 

30  pillows  —  29  hair,  1  feather.... 

1  bureau  and  cover 

1  mirror 

1  table. 

1  wash  stand 

1  toilet  set 

2  scrim  sash  curtains 

1  screen. 

34  chairs 

2  whisk  brooms 

2  brooms 

1  dustpan 


$4  00 

8 

00 

1 

50 

1 

00 

40 

2 

50 

2 

00 

8 

00 

2 

00 

2 

25 

1 

25 

50 

60 

5 

00 

2 

00 

25 

80 

05 

15 

57 

00 

142 

50 

1 

50 

16 

80 

23 

00 

8 

50 

1 

00 

2 

00 

5 

00 

1 

50 

50 

1 

00 

17 

00 

10 

30 

10 

26 


[Assembly, 


Room  41. 

15  beds. 

15  hair  mattresses 

1  comforter 

16  pillows  —  15  hair,  1  feather 

1  bureau 

1  mirror. 

1  table : 

1  screen 

3  rockers. 

9  chairs 

1  wash  stand 

1  toilet  set 

2  whisk  brooms ., 

1  broom  and  dust  pan 


NoBTH  School  Room. 


1  bell.  . 

1  table.  . 
65  books. 

2  chairs. 


Cbntbb  School  Room. 


1  book  case.  . 

1  piano 

16  benches. . . 

1  table.  .  .  . . . 

1  clock 

4  chairs 

1  bell 

2  dozen  books 


Center  Hall  Supply  Room. 

1  bench 

3  commodes  with  school  supplies 

1  chart   rack 


$45 

00 

75 

00 

1 

50 

13 

50 

S 

00 

1 

00 

2 

00 

1 

00 

3 

75 

4 

50 

5 

00 

1 

00 

10 

25 

20 

3 

00 

18 

00 

1 

00 

10 

00 

50 

00 

24 

00 

1 

50 

5 

00 

2 

00 

20 

8 

00 

1 

50 

30 

00 

1  50 


1  book  case 

1  table.  .    . 

1  map   case, 

3  chairs.  . 


South  Schooi.  Room. 


5 
2 
2 
1 


00 
00 
00 
50 


Ifo.  16-]  27 

18  maps. 

1  clock. 

1  beU 

48  books 

West  School  Boom. 

1  table, 

12  benches 

3  chairs 

2  book  cases  and  supplies 

2  dozen  books 

Slotb  Boom. 

1  cabinet 

1  desk 

2  chairs 

Sloyd  supplies 

Gymnasium. 

2  tables,  8  foot 

8  settees,  veneer,  6  foot 

3  chairs 

Girls'  Sitting  Boom. 

9  settees,  veneer,  (7,  7  foot :  2,  4  foot) 

2  tables,  6  foot , 

2  book  cases 

4  chairs 

1  clock 

1  broom 

Stoeeboom. 

1  keyboard 

1  desk 

2  tables 

3  chairs.   .    

1  fire  axe 

1  scrap  basket. 

1  mirror 

1  pen  rack 


$30  00 

5 

00 

20 

9 

00 

1 

50 

20 

00 

1 

50 

10 

00 

8 

40 

5 

00 

5 

00 

1 

00 

175 

00 

8 

00 

24 

00 

1 

50 

27 

00 

4 

00 

10 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

15 

25 

3 

00 

4 

00 

1 

50 

75 

10 

1 

00 

15 

28  [AiBdonibly^ 

2  ink  wells $0  15 

1  filing  cabinet 3  50 

Linoleum 1  00 

1  pair  steps 50 

1  broom,  dust  pan  and  brusb . '. 45 

NOKTH  WING. 

Boom  26. 

32  beds 

32  mattresses  (21  cotton,  11  hair) 

12  rubber  mattress  covers 

38  bed  spreads • . . . . 

50  blankets 

110  sheets 

33  pillows  (27  hair,  5  cotton,  1  feather) 

70  pillow  cases 

1  wash  stand 

1  wash   bowl 

45  roller  towels 

1  dresser 

1  table 

2  stands 

35  chairs. 

2  rocking  chairs 

6  benches 

5  brooms 

2  dust  brushes 

1  step  ladder 

2  floor  brushes 

Room  36. 

1  bed 

1  mattress 

1  bed  spread 

1  blanket 

4  sheets 

2  pillows,    feather 

4  pillow   cases 

1  bureau  and  cover 

1  commode 


96 

00 

107 

50 

7 

20 

22 

80 

75 

00 

35 

00 

24 

00 

7 

00 

5 

00 

50 

9 

00 

8 

00 

3 

00 

2 

00  ! 

17 

50  1 

2 

50 

1 

6 

00  1 

75 

30  \ 

1 

00 

1 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

60 

1 

50 

1 

00 

2 

50 

40 

8 

50 

5 

00 

No.  16.]  39 

1  washstand $5  00 

1  toilet  set 

5  towels 

1  standi  cover 

1  table 

3  chairs 

Matting. 

Boom  87. 

1  bed 

1  hair  mattress .* 

1  bed  spread 

1  comforter 

2  blankets •• 

4  sheets 

2  pillows  (1  feather,  1  hair) 

4  pillow  cases 

G  towels 

1  dresser 

1  table 

2  rockers .....: 

3  chairs 

1  oouch 

Boom  40. 

1  double  bed 

1  hair  mattress 

2  pillows,   feather 

4  pillow  cases 

3  blankets 

1  dresser 

1  wash  stand 

5  sheets 

9  towels 

3  rockers 

2  chairs. 

1  sofa 

2  stands 

1  rug : 


1  00 

60 

60 

2  00 

1  60 

60 

4  00 

9  00 

60 

1  60 

3  00 

1  00 

2  00 

40 

60 

8  00 

2  00 

2  50 

1  60 

6  00 

7  00 

9  00 

2  60 

40 

4  60 

8  00 

6  00 

1  26 

90 

3  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  25 

28  00 

$8  00 

1  00 

50 

1  00 

5  00 

1  00 

20 

15 

50 

25 

80  [Asaemblj, 

Bathboom. 

1  bureau 

1  mirror 

1  towel  rack 

1  toilet  set •  •  • 

1  waabstand ......../ 

2  chairs >. 

2  pails 

1  broom 

'    Hall. 

1  dust  can 

1  broom  and  dust  pan. ••  • 

SOUTH  WING. 

DOBMITOBY. 

47  beds 141  00 

48  hair  mattresses 240  00 

1  dozen  rubber  mattress  covers. 7  20 

50  bedspreads 30  00 

66  blankets 99  00 

100  sheets 25  00 

47  hair  pillows 35  00 

84  pillow  cases 8  40 

60  roller  towels  .  .  • 10  00 

36  chairs 18  00 

1  starch  can 20 

^  dozen  whisk  brooms 30 

y^  dozen  dust  brushes 90 

6  brooms 90 

2  dust  pans 20 

1  insect  powder  blower 08 

2  mousetraps 10 

Halls* 

3  dust  cans 8  00 

3  dust  pans • •  ^0 

3  broomfl *» 

6  commodes 30  00 

Sdocks «00 

4  step  ladders • »•  •  •  *  00 


No.  16.]                                    81  ^:    \ 

School  Room^  Bath  Koom  and  Piazza. 

3  pails $0  80 

16  benches 16  00 

1  commode ^           5  00 

1  table *          2  00 

1  music  box  ..." 10  00 

Children's  Sitting  Boom. 

5  ohairs 2  00 

1  commode 6  00 

1  couch '. 7  00 

1  table 2  00 

1  broom 15 

1  mirror 1  00 


/ 


Children's  Dining  Room. 

7  tables  (12  foot) 21  00 

4  dozen'  chairs 24  00 

4  dozen  plates 2  40 

4  dozen  soup  plates  .  . 1  44 

4  dozen  dessert  plates  (7  inch) 1  50 

3^  dozen  bowls   1  26 

4  dozen  mugs 2  40 

5  pitchers  (4  quart) 1  00 

3  pitchers  (3  quart) , 40 

2  cooking  kettles 2  00 

1  bread  cutter ,. .  2  00 

1  bread  box 75 

3  salts  and  peppers 80 

1  platter 40 

3  jars,  stone 60 

1  cooking  spoon 25 

Z^  dozen  spoons 2  10 

2f  dozen  forks 1  60 

%  dozen  knives 80 

42  table  bibs 2  10 

1  dozen  dish  towels •  1  20 

6  towels,  roller    1  20 

2  sugar  boxes 40 

2  agate  pails 1  00 


33  [Aflsembly, 

1  sjrup  can $0  SO 

2  dish  pans   80 

1  cruet 05 

4  pudding  dishes 50 

3  soup  tul^ens , . . . .  3  00 

2  scrub  pails   20 

1  wash  board 20 

1  floor  brush *, 60 

1  broom,  dust  pan  arid  brush 45 

Sewing  Hoom. 

3  sewing  machines  .  '. 54  00 

1  cutting  table 1  00 

4  pairs  scissors    1  00 

1  pair  button  hole  scissors 60 

3  chairs .•  75 

6  baskets 4  50 

1  lap  board 1  00 

2  flat  irons 50 

1  flat  iron  rest , 10 

1  tracer 25 

3  rockers 3  00 

1  mirror 1  00 

6  towels 60 

1  broom,  dust  pan  and  brush 45 

Room  1. 

1  double  bed '5  00 

1  hair  mattress 9  00 

1  bed  spread 60 

1  blanket -  1  50 

1  comforter 1  50 

4  sheets 1  00 

2  pillows,  feather 2  50 

4  pillow  cases 40 

1  dresser 8  00 

1  wafihstand 5  00 

1  toilet  set 2  00 

1  slop  pail 25 

8  towels 80 


No.  15.]  33 

1  couch 

1  wardrobe 

2  rockers 

1  upholstered  chair 

3  cane  seated  chairs 

1  table 

1  medicine  chest 

1  whisk  broom 

1  broom 

3  rugs 

« 

Room  2. 

1   double  bo  J ;  . 

1  cotton  mattress 

1  bed  spread 

2  blankets 

1  comforter 

3  sheets 

2  pillows  (1  hair,  1  feather) 

4  pillow  cases 

1  dresser  and  cover 

1  wash  stand 

1  towel  rack 

8  towels 

1  toilet  set 

1  slop  pail 

3  chairs 

1  whisk  broom •. , 

1  broom,  dust  pan  and  brush 

Room  3. 

1  single  bed 

1  cotton  mattress 

1  bed  spread   

2  blankets 

1  comforter 

2  pillows  (1  feather,  1  hair) 

4  pillow  cases   

3  sheets 

1  bureau  and  2  covers 

1  rocker 


$7  00 

8  00 

2  00 

3  00 

2  25 

3  00 

2  00 

05 

25 

1  50 

• 

5  00 

4  00 

60 

3  00 

1  50 

75 

2  00 

40 

8  00 

5  00 

25 

80 

2  00 

25 

1  50 

05 

45 

4  00 

2  00 

60 

3  00 

1  50 

2  00 

40 

75 

8  00 

1  60 

34  t-^^^^sdemWy, 

J  table $2  00 

2  chairs 

1  Ftand 

1   toilet  sot   

8  towels 

1  pail 

1   whiskbrooin 

1  brooniy  (}ust])an  and  brush 

Room  4. 

m 

1  double  bed    

t   three-quarter  bed : 

2  hair  mattresses    

2  bed   spreads    

4  blankets 

2  comforters 

(5  sheets 

2  pillows  (feather)    

4  pillow  cases    - 

1  washstand 

1  toilet  set 

12  towels 

1  dresser  and  2  covers 

1  table  and  spread   , 

2  rocking  chairs 

3  chairs 

2  pails 

1  whiskbroom 

1  broom,  dustpan  and  brush 

Room  5. 

2  single  beds i 

2  mattresses  (1  cotton,  1  hair) 

2  bed   spreads    

4  blankets 

2  comforters 

6  sheets 

4  pillows  (2  hair,  2  feather) 

8  pillow  cases   

2  dressers 

2  tables < 


1 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

80 

10 

05 

45 

7 

00 

4 

00 

16 

00 

1 

20 

6 

00 

3 

00 

1 

50 

2 

50 

40 

5 

00 

1 

00 

1 

20 

8 

00 

1 

50 

3 

00 

1 

50 

^0 

05 

45 

8 

00 

7 

00 

1 

20 

6 

00 

8 

00 

1 

50 

4  00 

80 

16 

00 

8 

00 

No.  15.]  36 

1  toilet  set $1  00  ^ 

12  towels 1  20 

2  chairs 1  00 

2  pails 1  00 

1  whiskbroom 05 

1  broom,  dustpan  and  brush 45 

EooM  6. 

1  three-quarter  bed  4  00 

1  mattress 8  00  . 

1  bedspread 60 

2  blankets 3  00 

1  comforter 1  50 

4  sheets ' 1  00 

2  pillows  (1  feather,  1  cotton) 2  00 

4  pillow  cases 40 

8  towels 80 

1  dresser  and  cover 8  50 

1  toilet  set 3  00 

2  tables 3  00 

2  rockers 3  00 

3  chairs 2  25 

1  broom,  dustpan  and  brush 45 

Boom  7. 

2  single  beds 8  00 

2  cotton  mattresses 5  00 

2  bedspreads , 1  20 

4  blankets 6  00 

2  comforters 3  00 

6  sheets 1  50 

4  pillows    (2   cotton,   2   feather) 4  00 

8  pillow  cases   ^ 80 

12  towels 1  20 

2  dressers  and  covers 17  00 

1  toilet  set 1  00 

1  stand  and  cover 1  50 

2  rockers 2  50 

2  chairs 1  50 

2  pails 100 

1  whiskbroom 05 

1  broom^  dustpan  and  brush 45 


36  [A&sembly, 

SooM  8. 

2  ain^c  beds $8  00 

2  cotton  mattresses   5  00 

2  bedspreads 1  20 

4  blankets 6  00 

2  comforters 3  00 

6  sheets 1  50 

4  pillows  (2  cotton^  2  feather) 4  00 

8  pillow  cases    SO 

12  towels 1  20 

1  washstand 5  00 

1  toilet  set 2  00 

2  pails 50 

1  dresser 8  00 

4  chairs 2  00 

1  stand  and  cover 1  50 

1  whiskbroom 05 

1  broom,  dustpan  and  brush , 45 

KooM  9. 

1  double  bed   9  00 

1  cotton  mattress 2  60 

1  bedspread 60 

2  blankets 3  00 

1  comforter 1  50 

4  sheets 40 

2  pillows  (feather)    2  50 

4  pillow  cases   40 

1  wflshstand 6  00 

1  toilet  set 2  00 

1  foot  tub   40 

12  towels 1  20 

1  dresser 8  00 

1  table 1  25 

3  rocking  chairs   3  75 

3  chairs 2  25 

1  whiskbroom 05 

1  broom,  dustpan  and  brush *  45 


No.  15.]  37 

Boom  10. 


1  double  bed 

1  cotton  mattress , 

1  bed  spread 

2  blankets. 

1  comforter 

4  sheets 

2  pillows  (1  hair,  1  cotton) 

4  pillow  cases 

8  towels. : ■ 

toilet  set 

dresser  and  2  covers. ... 

rocker 

chairs 

table 

whisk  broom 

pail,  dust  pan  and  brush 


KooM  43. 

double  bed 

hair  mattress 

bed  spread 

blankets 

comforter 

sheets 

pillows  (1  hair,  2  feather) 

pillow  cases 

wash  stand 

toilet  set 

towels 

chiffonier 

mirror 

wardrobe. 

rockers 

chair 

center  tables 

fatting 

nig 


$10  00 

3 

00 

60 

3 

00 

1 

50 

1 

00 

2 

00 

40 

80 

1 

00 

8 

00 

1 

25 

50 

1 

25 

05 

45 

9 

00 

9 

00 

60 

3 

00 

1 

50 

75 

3 

25 

40 

5 

00 

1 

00 

80 

9 

00 

1 

00 

8 

00 

3 

75 

50 

2 

00 

1 

50 

25 

88  lAaaoahlj, 

Boom  45. 


1  double  bed. 

1  cotton  mattrees. 

1  bed  spread 

3  blankets 

1  comforter. 

3  sheets 

2  pillowS;  feather 

4  pillow  cases 

1  wash  stand 

2  stand  covers 

1  toilet  set 

6  towels 

1  bureau 

1  mirror. 

1  center  table 

2  rockers 

2  chairs 

1  slop  pail 

2  scrub  pails 

Linoleum 

Room  46. 

1  double  bed. 

1  hair  mattress 

1  bed  spread " 

2  blankets 

1  comforter 

3  sheets 

2  pillows  (1  hair,  1  feather) 

4  pillow  cases 

1  wash  stand 

1  toilet  set 

1  slop  pail 

8  towels 

1  dresser 

2  cane-seated   rockers 

2  rugs *. 

1  whisk   broom 

1  broom  and  dust  pan 


$7  00 

6 

00 

60 

4 

50 

1 

50 

75 

2 

50 

40 

5 

00 

60 

1 

00 

60 

8 

00 

1 

00 

1 

00 

2 

60 

1 

00 

25 

20 

3 

00 

7  00 

9 

00 

60 

3 

00 

.1 

50 

75 

2 

00 

40 

5 

00 

2 

00 

25 

80 

8 

00 

3 

00 

1 

50 

05 

30 
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Room  47. 

Caq)et 

1  bureau 

1  table 

1  wash  stand 

4  pillow   cases \ 

6  towels 

2  blankets 

4  sheets 

1  rocking  chair 

1  splint    chair 

1  whisk  broom 

1  water  can 

1  slop   pail 

1  broom  and  dust  pan 

Room  48. 

1  double  bed 

1  mattress 

1  bed   spread 

2  blankets 

1  comforter 

4  sheets 

2  pillows,   feather 

4  pillow  cases 

1  wash   stand 

1  toilet   set 

8  towels 

1  water   can 

2  bureaus 

2  mirrors " 

2  rocking  chairs.  . 

2  chairs 

Room  49. 

1  double   bed 7  00 

1  mattress 9  00 

1  bed   spread • 60 

2  blankets.  . 3  00 

1  comforter 1  50 

4  sheets 1  00 


$3  00 

8 

00 

1 

50 

5 

00 

40 

60 

3 

00 

1 

00 

1 

50 

1 

00 

05 

50 

25 

30 

7 

00 

9 

00 

60 

3 

00 

1 

50 

1 

00 

2 

50 

40 

5 

00 

2 

00 

80 

50 

16 

00 

2 

00 

2 

50 

1 

00 

40  [Assembly, 

2  pillows,   feather $2  50 

4  pillow  cases 40 

1  wash  stand 5  00 

1  toilet  set 200 

1  water  pail  and  can 1  00 

1  slop  pail 25 

7  towels 70 

1  bureau 8  00 

2  mirrors 2  00 

1  center   table 2  00 

2  rocking   chairs 2'  50 

1  chair 50 

1  whisk  broom 05 

Room  73. 

1  single  bed 4  00 

1  hair  mattress 5  00 

1  comforter 1   50 

1  bed  spread *  60 

3  blankets 4  50 

3"  sheets. 75 

2  pillows  (1  hair,  1   f:  ather) 2  00 

4  pillow  cases -         40 

1  wash  stand   5  00 

1  mirror 1  00 

1  toilet  set. 1  00 

1  foot  tub  and  water  can •  90 

6  towels 60 

1  slop  pail   25 

2  rockers. 2  50 

1  chair 50 

I  table 1  50 

MFSIC  HALL  BriLDTXG. 

Hall  axd  ^Ii  sic  Room. 

34  pairs  dumb  bells $1   70 

28  pairs  Indian  clubs 5  60 

18  pairs  rinsjjs 2  00 

36  wands 72 

16  heavy  poles 1  60 


Xo.  15.]  41 

225  chairs $112  50 

100  foldinsr  chairs .•  50  00 

1    piano 400  00 

3   commodes 15  00 

3    tables 15  00 

1    bell 20 

1    triam^le    75 

3   biss  horns 30  00 

1    mnsic  chart 1  00 

3    violins 15  00 

1   double  bass. 20  00 

1  flute 15  00 

2  cornets 20  00 

2  sets  cymbals 2  00 

3  alto  horns 30  00 

1  vioHncello 10  00 

2  clarionets 25  00 

1    piccolo 12  00 

1   bass  drum 10  00 

1  snare  drum.    10  00 

4  tenor  horns •. .  40  00 

2  trombones 20  00 

10  music  racks 7  50 

1   chart  rack *      75 

5  blackboards  and  six  stands 4  00 

1   clock 5  00 

3  fire  pails 45 

4  floor  brushes 2  00 

1  broom,  dust  pan  and  brush 45 

Girls'  Sewing  Room. 

8  sewing  machines. 140  00 

5  settees,  veneer,  4-fo()t 15  00 

2  lapboards 40 

19  chairs 9  50 

4  tables,    6-foot    12  00 

1  commode 10  00 

1  mirror 1  00 

5  pairs  shears 1  50 

1  waste  basket 15 


42  [AssemWy, 

Knitting  Room. 

8  settees 

1  lapboard 

1  screen 

4  knitting  machijaes  and  table 

1  clothes  basket 

1   waste  .basket 

1   pair  shears   

12  pairs  scissors 

1  mirror 

2  tables 

1  seeing  machine. 

Kindergarten  Room. 

1  piano 

8  settees 

2  tables 

6  chairs 

3  blackboards 

2  commodes  with  s^'hool  supplies 

1  broom  and  dust  brush 25 

BoYs^  Sewing  Room. 

4  tables 

12  settees 

1  puzzle-sawing  machine 

2  sewing  machines 

(>  chairs 

2  mat  boards 

2  pairs  shears 

Tailor  Shop. 

6  sewing  machines 

3  settees. 

1  commode 

1  mirror 

1  jardinier 

9  chairs 

4  tables. 

2  -  baskets 

2  pairs  tailor  shears 


$24  00 

50 

1 

00 

40 

00 

25 

20 

75 

2 

40 

1 

00 
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00 

18 

00 

50 

00 
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00 
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00 
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00 
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00 
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30 
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3 

00 

1 

00 

70 
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9 

00 

5 

00 

• 

25 

50 

4 

50 

10 

00 

50 

2 

50 
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4  pairs  shears 

2  pairs  button  hole  shears 

2  ironing  boards 

4  flat  irons 

2  press  boards. 

Hat.t.. 

1  clock 

1  dust  can   

Stobbbooms. 

1  cupboard 

6  tables. 

1  desL 

1  saf a 

5  chairs. 

1  bench. 

1  barrel  truck 

6  barrel  truck  frames 

2  scales. 

3  steps. 

2  waste  paper  baskets 

1  cheese  safe. 

1  cheese  knife. 

20  biscuit  boxes 

1  agate  measure 

1  hatchet. 

4  butter  knives 

5  tea  canisters 

4  spice  boxes 

2  butter  tryers 

1  basket 

20  scoops 

1  funnel 

1  hammer.  .  . . .  .* 

1  nail  puller   

2  dirt  cans 

2  brooms. 

1  dust  brush 

1  coffee  mill 

2  skids. 


$1 

00 

1 

00 

75 

80 
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00 
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00 
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00 
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50 

1 

00 
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15 

10 

00 

3 

00 

$1 

50 

1 

00 

1 

00 
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00 

25 

1 

50 

50 

44  [Asdembly, 

1  bag  and  twine  holder 

1  measuring  faucet 

1  paper  roll  holder 

1  cart 

• 

Shoe  Room. 

1  step 

1  table 

1  chair 

HOSPITAL. 

34  single  beds. 136  00 

34  mattresses. 

18  cotton  mattress  covers 

12  rubber  mattress  covers 

34  bed  spreads 

59  blankets. 

141  sheets 

40  pillows. 

52  pillow  cases 

23  roller  towels 

54  hand  towels 

6^  center  tables 

16  chairs 

17  rocking  chairs 

Bathkooms. 

4  pails  and  scrub  brushes 

4  brooms,  dust  pans  and  brushes 

4  floor  brushes 

4  mops . 

2  dust  cans 

10  hand  basins 

4  foot  tubs    

3  commodes 15  00 

Halls. 

1  willow  couch 2  00 

2  center  tables 3  00 

1  piano  and  stool 75  00 

1  clock 3  0(? 

3  chairs 1  5fl 
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Nurses'  Rooms. 

2  large  rugs 

5  small  rugs 

1  picture -. 

4  single  beds 

4-  mattresses 

5  bed  spreads 

8  blankets 

16  sheets 

4  feather  pillows 

16  pillow  cases 

24  towels 

4  washstands 

4  toilet  sets 

4  slop  jars 

1  willow  couch , 

1  couch 

1  sewing  machine 

4  dressers , 

6  chairs 

9  rocking  chairs    

7  center  tables 

Pbivate  Booms. 
1  crib 

7  beds  

8  mattresses 

9  blankets    

20  sheets 

8  pillows 

18  pillow  cases 

25  hand  towels 

4  commodes 

4  toilet  sets 

1  dresser 

3  stands 

GiBLs'    KOOM. 

2  single  beds 

2  mattresses 

2  spreads 

4  blankets 
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00 
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4:6  [Assembly, 

8  sheets $2  00 

4  pillows  (2  feather) 

8  pillow  cases 

1  stand 

1  toilet  set 

9  towels ; 

1  dresser 

1  chair '. 

2  rockers 

1  slop  jar 


/ 


Opebatinq  Boom. 

2  operating  tables 

1  vapor  bath  box 

1  medicine  case 

1  disinfecting  apparatus 

1  sterilizer 

1  Kelly  pad 

1  slop  pail 

Nurses'.  Dining  Boom. 

1  table 

6  chairs 

1  stand 

13  glasses 

1  set  dishes 

5  table  cloths 

33  napkins 

1  crumb  tray 

18  knives  and  forks 

4  table  spoons 

1  dozen  dessert  spoons 

2  dozen  spoons  ; 

7  pitchers 

2  salts  and  peppers 

2  individual  teapots 

2  sugar  bowls    

2  cream  pitchers 

1  carving  set 
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Children's  Dining  Room. 

4  tables  

28  chairs 

1  creamery 

18  soup  plates 

19  sauce  plates    ; 

40  mugs 

12  bowls 

3  salts  and  peppers -. 

12  plates 

3  pitchers * 

14  knives  and  forks 

28  spoons f 

2  milk  pails «. 

1  milk  strainer 

12  trays 

2  dish  pans 

Kitchen. 

2  tables 4  00 

1  refrigerator 8  00 

1  bread  raiser   60 

1  bread  can 50 

1  bread  box ." 75 

1  bread  cutter   2  00 

3  dippers 25 

3  large  spoons 30 

2  forks 25 

2  paring  knives 10 

2  carving  knives   1  00 

1  meat  cutter    60 

1  chopping  bowl  and  knife 65 

1  egg  beater 05 

1  griddle 40 

2  gem  pans   80 

2  drip  pans   80 

6  pie  tins 30 

3  bread  tins 15 

2  sets  cake  tins 40 

1  square  cake  tin 10 

3  frying  pans 75 


48  [Assembly, 

2  dish  pans   $0   80 

4  milk  pans 40 

3  agate  sauce  pans   80 

3  strainers 15 

2  skimmers 25 

1  granite  kettle   '. 60 

1  iron  kettle 50 

1  tea  kettle    50 

2  tea   pots 25 

2  coffee  pots 60 

1  toaster , 15 

2  pudding  dishes 30 

4  agate  dishes   80 

1  rolling  pin   10 

1  steamer 60 

1  coffee  grinder 60 

1  potato  masher    10 

1  colander 20 

1  funnel 05 

1  can  filler    15 

1  quart  measure   10 

3  jugs 45 

1  sugar  can   25 

3  basins 30 

1  clock 2  00 

5  chairs 2  60 

6  dish  to.\els   60 

8  roller  towels 1  60 

1  washboard 20 

1  small  coal  shovel 10 

2  coal  hods 1  20 

1  broom,  dustpan  and  brush 45 

1  pail  and  scrub  brush 25 

1  garbage  can   50 

Cellar. 

66  jelly  bowls   2  60 

146  fruit  cans 4  50 

9  jars 1  80 
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Attic. 

1  bed 

1  mattress • 

2  pillows < 

2  stands 

4  chairs 

1  toilet  set 

DiSPENSABY. 

21  chairs 

1  surgical  chair 

1  surgical    washstand    

1  desk  chair    

1  desk 

1  mirror 

1  stand 

1  chiffonier 

1  washstand 

1  towel  rack    

45  towels 

1  foot  tub 

1  small  table 

2  ink  stands    

52  books,  medical   

1  microscope 

2  medicine  cases 

1  Fairbanks  scales 

1  physical  exerciser : 

1  dental  engine   v 

1  air  condenser 

1  electric  battery 

1  broom,  dust  pan  and  brush 

GIRLS'  BUILDING. 
Room  A  —  Family. 

1  bed 

1  mattress,  hair - 

2  bedspreads - 

2  blankets 

4  sheets  •   » . , . , 
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60 


[Aflgembly, 


2  pillows,  feather 

4  pillow  cases   

4  towels 

1  dresser 

1  ingrain  carpet 

EooM  B  —  Family. 

2  bedspreads 

2  blankets 

4  sheets 

4  pillow  cases   

6  towels 

1  upholstered  rocker 

1  haircloth  chair '. . . 

1  electric  lamp 

1  Brussels  rug 

Centee  Hall. 

1  haircloth  chair 

1  bookcase .* 

1  chiffonier , 

2  keyracks 

1  willow  couch 

Boom  C. 

14  beds 

14  mattresses,  cotton 

14  pillows  (13  hair,  1  feather) 

1  dresser. 

1  wash  stand 

1  toilet  set 

1  slop  pail 

1  stand 

1  machine,   sewing 

1  rocker 

16  chairs 

1  commode 

1  small  bureau 
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Boom  D. 

15  beds.  .  . $4.5  00 

» 

15  mattresses,   cotton 37  50 

15  pillows  (14  hair,  1  feather) 11  26 

1  dresser 8  00 

1  wash  stand 6  00 

1  toilet  set 1  00 

1  slop  pail 25 

1  rocker. 1  26 

1  splint  chair. . . .  ^ 75 

14  chairs 7  00 

Boom  E. 

23  beds 69  00 

23  mattresses,   cotton 57  50 

23  pillows    (22  hair,  1  feather) 17  25 

2  dressers 16  00 

1   wash  stand 5  00 

1  toilet  set 100 

1   slop  pail 25 

1   rocker 1  25 

1   splint   chair 76 

23  chairs 11  00 

Boom  F. 

1  double  bed 7  00 

1  mattress,  hair ^00 

2  bed  spreads 1  20 

2  blankets. 3  00 

4  sheets 1  00 

2  pillows,  feather 2  50 

4  pillow  cases *0 

8  towela  . 80 

1  wash  stand •  5  00 

1  toilet  set 1  80 

2  rockers 2  50 

1  cancHseated  chair ^5 

1  stand 1  00 

1  dresser. 8  00 

1  ingrain  carpet 2  00 


52 


[Assembly, 


Room  G. 
1   double  bed 

1  mattress,    hair 

2  bed   spreads 

2  blankets 

4  sheets 

2  pillows,   feather 

4  pillow  cases 

6  towels 

1  wash  stand 

1  toilet  set 

1  pair  curtains 

1  splint  rocker 

1  willow   rocker 

1  bureau 

1  mirror 

1  cane-seated  chair 

1  ingrain  carpet 

Room  H. 

14  beds 

14  mattresses,  cotton 

14  pillows  (13  hair,  1  feather) 

1  dresser 

1  wash   stand 

1  toilet   set 

1  slop  pail 

1  rocker 

1  splint  chair 

14  chairs ^ 

Room  I. 

15  beds  

15  mattresses,   cotton 

15  pillows  (14  hair,  1  feather) 

1  dresser 

1  washstand 

1  toilet  set 

1  slop  pail 

1  rocker 

1  splint  chair 

14  chaiiB 
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Room  J. 

24  beds $72  00 

24  mattresses,  cotton 60  00 

24  pillows  (23  hair,  1  feather) 18  00 

1   dresser 8  00 

1   washstand 5  00 

1  toilet  set 1  00 

1   slop  pail 25 

1   rocker 1  25 

1  splint  chair 75 

24  chairs 12  00 

Room  K. 

2  iron  beds,  single 8  00 

2   mattresses,  hair 10  00 

4  bedspreads 2  40 

6  blankets 9  00 

8   sheets 2  00 

2   pillows,  feather 2  50 

8  pillow  cases 80 

8   towels 80 

2   washstands 10  00 

2   toilet  sets ] 4  00 

2  mirrors 2  00 

3  rockers ^  .  . . .  3  75 

4  splint  chairs 3  00 

1   wardrobe 8  00 

1  stand 1  00 

2  dressers 16  00 

I  upholstered  conch / *6  00 

Sheets,    Pillow    Cases,    Blankets,    Bedspreads    and    Towels  irt 

Children's  Rooms  C,  D,  E,  H.  I  and  /. 

275  sheets ' 68  76 

II  rubl^er  mattress  covers 6  60 

210  ])illow  cases 21  00 

177  blankets 165  50 

00  bedspreads 64  00 

85  towels,  roller 17  00 

1 15  towels,  hand 11  50 


64  [Afloembly, 

Sswnro  Boom. 


1  thermometer 

3  tables 

5  sewing  machines 

I  clock 

47  chairs 

II  rockers 

1  pia&o 

IsoNiif  a  Boom. 

?1  flatirons 

l^i  irtming  tables 

1  small  table 

20  chairs 

2  roriers 

1  mirror 

1  bookcase 

West  Sohoolbooms. 

4  tablf^ 

60  chairs 

2  rockers 

1  mirror 

1  dock » .' 

1  commode 

2  thermometers 

Attio. 

1  bed 

3  mattresses 

11  pillows  (10  hair,  1  feather) 

3  commodes   

2  chests    

Closets  ajstd  Bathbooms. 

i  chairs    

4  cupboards   

8  stepladders 
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Family  Dining  Boom. 

1  extension  table $^)  (<0 

1  smaU  table , 2  00 

C  chairs 6  00 

2  tablecloths,  2^  yards  each 2  50 

11  teaspoons,  silver  plated 1  10 

0  dessertspoons,    silver   plated 78 

5  tablespoons,  silver  plated 80 

12  forks,  silver  plated 1  50 

10  dinner  knives,  steel,  bone  handles 70 

8  tea  knives 80 

1  carving  knife  and  fork .  3  00 

1  set  dishes,  85  pieces .  11  50 

10  soup  plates 30 

1  soup  tureen  and  ladle 40 

1  teapot    25 

1  coffee  pot   30 

12  salts  and  peppers 1  24 

18  tumblers     27 

2  cruets    10 

1  crumb  tray 15 

1  large  server    60 

1  small  tray If 

12  oatmeal  dishes '. 1  OC 

Attendants*  Table. 

1  extension  table 8  00 

7  chairs   6  00 

3  tablecloths,  3-yard 4  50 

1  hush   cloth    50 

12  teaspoons,  silver-plated   1  20 

7  dessertspoons,  silver-plated   91 

3  tablespoons,   silver-plated    48 

10  forks,   silver-plated    1  25 

8  knives,  steel 50 

1  knife-box 20 

18  dinner  plates   90 

14  dessert  plates 66 

12  soup  plates 36 

12  individual  butter  plates   12 

5  vegetable  dishes 75 


56  [Assembly, 


1  soup  tureen  and  ladle 

8  cups  

12  saucers 

12  saucedishes 

7  tumblers 

1  water  pitcher 

8  salts  and  peppers 

2  sugar  bowls    

1  mustard  dish   

3  small  pitchers    

1  cruet 

1  crumb  tray  and  brush 

1  coffee  pot 

1  tea  pot   

1  gravy  boat   

Children's  Dining  Room. 

8  tables    

95  chairs 

75  teaspoons 

75  dessertspoons . . 

7  tablespoons 

76  forks  

95  knives 

1  knife  tray 

1  thermometer 

8  dishcloths 

18  dishtowels 

10  handtowels 

1  creamery 

85  dinner  plates   

75  dessert  plates 

50  soup-plates 

12  bread  plates 

25  bowls,  pint 

68  mugs 

12  syrup  pitchers   

1  syrup  can 

7  salts  and  peppers 

12  tea  pitchers    
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11  mustard  cups   

5  cruets 

2  bells 

2  brooms,  1  floorbrush  and  dustpan 

Kitchen. 

1  bread  board   * 

2  flour  barrels 

2  meat  boards   

1  refrigerator , 

2  small  tables    

1  long  table 

1  rocker  

5  chairs 

1  clock 

1  teapot 

1  large  coffee  can 

1  coffee  pot    

1  gravy  strainer    

2  tea  strainers 

2  ep:g-beaters 

1  ice-cream  fieezer 

6  cake   tins    

7  bread  tins 

2  gem  tins 

2  t(a    kettle?    

5  iron  kettles 

2  granite  kettles 

1  bean  kettle 

6  kettle  covers 

5  drip-pans 

4  cooky  pans   

6  large  stewpans   

2  small   stewpans    

13  agate  pieplates 

15  granite  pieplatea   

8  pails 

6  dippers 

1  meat  grinder   

1  coffee  grinder 
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58  [Asaembly, 

1  colander. 

1  flour  sieve 

1  bread  cutter 

3  pancake  turners 

1  egg  turner 

1  rolling  pin 

2  potato  mashers 

1  cooky  cutter 

1  doughnut  cutter 

8  cooking  spoons   

12  forks. 

12  knives 

3  bread  knives 

12  tureens 

4  large  platters * 

1  steamer 

5  granite  basins 

1  funnel 

117  pint  fruit  cans 

103  quart  fruit  cans 

21  2-quart  fruit  cans  . . 

67  jelly  glasses 

BOYS'  BUILDING. 

Steward's  Office. 

1  cabinet  file 

1  Ohmer  file  case   

9  letter  files 

1  bill  file   

2  commodes 

4  desks 

1  letter  press  and  stand 

1  typewriter  and  stand 

2  desk  chairs 

2  desk  stools 

5  chairs 

2  safes 

1  scale 

3  ink  wells 

2  double  ink  stands 

3  spindles 15 
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2  wire  trays 

8  eje  shades 

1  sponge  holder 

2  ink  pads 

5  rubber  stamps 

2  clamps 

1  pair  scissors 

1  screw  driver 

1  ta(&  hammer 

3  arm  rests 

1  feather  duster ^ 

15  towels 

1  mirror 

4  waste  baskets * 

1  whisk  broom 

2  mucilage  bottles 

1  box  for  pay  envelopes 

1  thermometer 

1  dustpan  and  brush 

Sitting  Rooms  and  Dobmitobies. 

1  flag. 

80  yards  of  ingrain  carpet 

30  yards  of  Brussels  carpet 

6  rug3 

27  yards  linoleum 

5  door  mats 

1  tapestry  curtain 

3  pairs  lace  curtains 

2  carpet  sweepers 

5  dressers 

14  wash  stands 

10  bureaus 

14  tables 

4  chiffoniers 

3  3-wing  screens 

8  wardrobes 

1  clock 

2  bookshelves 

1  bookcase 
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2  couches 

16  mirrors 

17  slat  settees 

23  veneer  seat  settees 

18  rocking  chairs 

2  Morris  chairs 

2  sleepy  hollow  chairs 

4  upholstered  chairs 

163  chairs 

1  barber  chair 

3  pair  clippers    

3  razors  

1  razor' strop - 

1  hone  

2  lather  brushes 

3  pairs  nail  scissors 

2  pairs  hair  shears 

125  single  beds 

9  three-quarter  beds 

6  double  beds 

144  mattresses  (53  hair,  91  cotton) 

2  dozen  rubber  mattress  covers  .  .  . 

276  blankets 

135  bed  spreads  .  .  .' 

450  sheets 

158  pillows,  18  feather 

270  pillow  cases 

225  hand  towels 

300  roller  towels 

15  toilet  sets ! 

3  step  ladders 

6  packing  boxes 

iVz  dozen  whisk  brooms 

6  dust  cans 

2  dozen  dust  pans 

13  slop  pails . 

IV^  dozen  scrub  pails 

12  fire  pails 

10  clothes  baskets 
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Dining  Booms. 

16  tables 

125  common  chairs 

20  dining  chairs 

11  dozen  dessert  spoons 

2 J  dozen  dessert  spoons,  silver-plated.  .  , 

6  tablespoons 

3^  dozen  teaspoons  silver-plated 

1^  dozen  forks,  silver  plated .  . .  . 

2i  dozen  knives,  silver  plated 

10^  dozen  table  knives  and  forks 

1   carving  set    

1   16-inoh  steel 

3  dozen  napkins 

20  dozen  bibs 

I  set  dishes,  144  pieces 

II  dozen  8-inch  plates 

9V^  dozen  6-inch  plates \ 

10  dozen  soup  plates 

3  soup  tureens,  covered 

1  soup  ladle 

12  bowls,  8-quart 

9  vegetable  dishes,  covered 

15  platters 

3^  dozen  bowls " . 

10  dozen  mugs 

2  dozen  tumblers 

20   salts   and  peppers 

9  4-quart  pitchers 

2  2-quart  pitchers 

1  dozen  sauce  dishes 

9  butter  plates  .  .  . : 

9  coffee  stands 

4  dozen  dish  towels 

2  washboards 

1  clock 


$80  00 

62 

50 

40 

00 

11 

88 

2 

60 

90 

2 

00 

2 

25 

4 

50 

12 

00 

3 

00 

60 

3 

60 

12  t)0 

12 

00 

8 

00 

4 

56 

3 

60 

1 

25 

15 

2 

40 

1 

80 

4 

50 

2 

10 

6 

00 

1 

20 

2 

00 

1 

80 

14 

15 

09 

45 

4 

80 

40 

3 

00 

62  [Assembly, 

KiTCHKN. 


1  ice  cream  freezer - 

1  refrigerator 

7  iron  kettles 

3  agate  kettles 

2  broilers 

3  steel  spiders 

2  steel  griddles 

3  dozen  tin  pie  plates 

12  bread  pans 

6  cake  pans 

2  cake  cutters 

3  stove  pokers « 

16  agate  pans 

5  drip  pans 

3  cooky  pans 

8  4-quart  tin  milk  pans 

6  dish  pans - 

1  chopping  bowl  and  knife 

1  iron  gem  pan ' 

4  tin  gem  pans 

6  butcher  knives 

4  large  forks 

1  large  wooden  spoon 

1  dozen  large  iron  spoons 

2  2-gallon  tin  syrup  cans 

4  1-quart  tin  dippers 

6  1-pint  dippers 

2  2-quart  tin  dippers 

3  strainers 

3  colanders 

4  steamers 

2  sets  vegetable  steamers 

3  toasting  frames 

1  12-quart  agate  pail 

4  12-quart  tin  pails 

4  agate  teapots 

4  agate  coffeepots 

3  tin  coffee  boxes 

1  coffee  grinder 

2  tin  skimmers i « 
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2  measures 

3  tin  graters 

3  rice  boilers 

1  rolling  pin 

8  wooden  sugar  boxes  % 

1  8-pound  scoop  scale 

2  wooden  potato  mashers 

1  raisin  seeder 

3  tin  spice  boxes 

2  dozen  2-gallon  jugs  .  . ". 

1  dozen  1-gallon  jugs 

4  dozen  2-quart  fruit  cans 

8  dozen  1-quart  fruit  cans 

5  dozen  1-pint  fruit  cans 

6  dozen  jelly  tumblers 

16  roller  towels 

1  marble  top  table 

2  tables 

10  flatirons 

1  meat  chopper 

2  hatchets 

3  coal  hods 

2  coal  scoops 

1  wall  brush 

1  mop 

2  dozen  brushes 

1%  dozen  brooms 

2  floor  brushes 

30  feet  3 -inch  garden  hose 

Bakery. 

1  mixing  trough 

3  tables 

1  cooky  chest 

1  counter  scale , 

1  platform  scale 

1  dipper 

125  bread  tins 

29  cake  tins 

1  flour  sifter,  large 

1  flour  sifter,  small 
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3  syrup  cans 

3  peels 

1  pitcher 

3  sugar  tubs 

1  ginger  can ^ 

2  flour  pans 

4  bread  baskets 

1  cake  bowl,  large 

1  cake  bowl,  small 

2  cake  cutters 

2  measures '. *. 

3  table  knives 

1  butter  dish 

2  oven  grates 

2  oven  plates 

1  tire  hook , 

2  fenders 

2  coal  scuttles   

1  water  pail 

2  table   brushes 

1  step  ladder 

2  brooms 

1  axe , 

1  coal  shovel   , 

1  hatchet 

1  clock , 

3  chairs 

2  dustpans    

3  scrubbing  pails  and  brushes 

SHOPS,  ETC. 
Shoe  Shop. 

1  cutting  plier 

2  pegging  jacks 

1  grindstone 

1  sprinkler 

6  knives   

6  heel  dies 

1  skiving  machine 

4  convex  knife  sharpeners   

1  upper  crimper 
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4  jacks    

1  piiicher 

1  stretcher    

1  leather  roller 

1  leather  roller,  incomplete 

3  clamps 

1  vise    

00  pairs  lasts 

1  maul    

2  sewing  machines 

1  peg  float 

5  hammers   

4  nippers    

2  evelet  sets 

2  eyelet  punches . .  . 

1  hook  set 

2  last   hooks 

4  work  benclies 

0  chairs    

*5  water  pails 

1  washtub 

1  dust  brush 

1    dust  can 

Carpenteb  Shop. 

1  large  carpenter  bench 

2  fore  planes 

1  jack  plane 

2  smooth  planes 

1 2  hollow  and  round  planes 

1  match  plane 

1  curve  plane 

3  bead  planes 

1   small  o.  g.  plane 

1  hand  axe 

6  cold  chisels 

1  ratchet  bit  brace 

1  carpenter's  level 

5  chisels 

1  crowbar   

4  clamjis,  5-foot  door   
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66  [Assembly, 

1  iron  mitre  box $3  00 

3  manila  ropes 

2  stepladders    

1  extension  ladder 

3  hand  saws 

1  crosscnt  saw 

1  compass  saw 

1   ripsaw 

1  steel  square 

1  grindstone   

5  screwdrivers    

12  handscrews 

2  pulleys    

1   mortising  machine,  foot-power 

1  surveyor's  level,  with  table 

4  hammers " 

2  mallets    

1  caddy  opener 

2  wire  cutters - 

1  tape  line 

I   10-foot  pole    

1  saw  vise 

1  vise    

1  roller  scraper   

2  mcmkev  wrenches 

1   sledge  hammer ". 

1  reeding  tool    

2  fire  axes   

1   adze  

1   pounder    

1  jackscrew    

1  pair  snips 

3  augers 

1  snow  shovel 

1   broom    

3  dust  brushes 

1  stove    

3  coal  scuttles 
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Paint  Shop. 

1  extension  ladder 

1  30-foot  ladder 

2  10-f(K)t  ladders 

2  ()-f(>at  stepladders 

2  7-f6()t  stepladders '. 

2  U-foot  stepladders 

1   table 

1  papering  board 

2  chairs    

1  stove    

2  kalsomine  pails 

1  water  pail 

1  mirror 

2  screwdrivers    

2  ]>ntty  knives 

1  l.'iO-p^allon  oil  can 

2  cliisels    

1  hatchet 

1   trowel    ' 

1  easel 

2  stiplers    

1  diamond    

•*  1 -pound  brushes 

2  wall  brushes,  3-inch  flat 

2  kalsomine  brushes 

i>  tool   brushes    

• 

2  varnish  brushes    

3  paj)erhangers  smoothing  l)rushes 

2  outside  paint  brushes   

1  duster    

1  dustpan   

Laundry.  j 

13  tables 

4  l)enches 

5  chairs 

1  coal  stove   

4  coal  scuttles 

2  sprinkling  pots 

24  clothes  bars 
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68  [Assembly, 

46  ironing  tables $46  00 

87  flatirons 21*  75 

46  ironing  sheets ; 3  95 

7  clasps 

12  polishers   

1  fluter 

%  dozen  sleeve  boards 

32  iron  stands 

%  box  clothespins 

8  clothes  baskets 

8  washtubs 

6  washboards 

2  dippers 

6  hand  towels 

4  mops 

12  pails * 

4  brooms 

1  long  brush 

1  dozen  scrub  brushes    . * % 

60  feet  hose ' 

1  step  ladder 

2  tack  hammers 

Boiler  House. 

1  rollertop  desk 

2  cupboards 

3  towel  racks 

10  towels 

1  water  cooler 

5  commodes 

2  desks 

1  table 

1  stand 

6  chairs 

2  work  benches 

1  step  ladder 

4  ladders 

2  wheelbarrows 

100  feet  1-inch  hose 

35  feet  ash  hose 

2  fire  bars 
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J5  scoop  shovels 

1  coal  fork 

1  pick 

.")  pairs  pipe  tongs 

2  chain  tongs 

1  closet  tong 

1  rake 

1  hatchet 

2  hack'  saws 

1   hand  saw 

1  compass  saw 

1  buck  saw 

2  axes  

1  grindstone 

3  lanterns 

1  oilfank 

'3  oil  cans 

2  sprinklers 

2  dippers .' 

r>  pipe  wrenches 

2  monkey  wTenches 

1  Westcott  wrench 

1  S   wrench    

1  hvdrant  wrench 

1  basin  wrench 

2  engineer's  wrenches  .    .- 

1  solid  wrench 

1  adjustable  tap  wrench 

4  dozen  files    

()  reamers 

8  taps 

2V2  dozen  drills 

1   extension  bit 

1  dozen  bits 

*5  funnels 

22   pipe   dies    » 

2  Armstrong  dies 

2  die  stocks  

1  Jarecki  die  and  stock   

1  Forbes  die  and  stock,  2-inch  to  4-inch 

2  phnnber's  fire   pots 
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1  plumber's  friend  . 

2  small  ladles 

3  3-wheel  pipe  cutters 


o  vises. 


N 


1  force  pump 

3  hauimers 

4  soldering  irons  .  . 

1  electric  soldering  iron  .  . 

^2  dozen  cold  chisels 

9  hollow  punches 

2  long  handled  gimlets  .... 
1  valve  reseating  machine  . 

1  cutter  seater 

2  sets  screw  plates  and  taps 

1  belt  tightener 

1  gasolene  can 

1  melting  pot 

2  steel  pinch  bars 

3  screwdrivers 

2  screw  clamps  .  • 

1  spring  belt  punch 

2  pairs  gas  pliers 

1  pair  combination  pliers  .  . 

1  pair  wire  cutters 

1  pair  rubber  gloves 

2  breast  drills 

1  automatic  drill 

2  braces  

1  G-incli  steel  square 

-  pairs  snips    

1  blow  torch 

1  floor  brush 


Ladder  House. 

1   :50-f()ot  ladder 2  00 

1  -iO-foot  ladder 120 

1   l()-foot  ladder 1   00 

1   14-f(Kn  ladder 80 

I   12-foot  ladder 50 
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Fire  Appakatus. 

1  ehemical  engine $300  00 

1  hose  cart 

90  lire  extinguishers 

800  feet  lire  hose 

6  lire  ladders 

2  play  pipes 

3  hydrant  keys 

3  spanners ^ 

Meat  House. 

3  24-inch  saw  frames 

2  12-inoh  cleavers 

2  8-inch  cleavers 

1  block  scraper 

1  800-pound  platform  scale 

1  30-pound  spring  scale 

1  sieve 

3  16-inch  steak  knives 

1  10-inch  steak  knife 

2  8-inch  steak  knives 

2  steels 

3  block  brushes 

1  hand  hook 

1  meat   hook    

1  lantern 

1  delivery  cart 

1  delivery  wheelbarrow 

1  delivery  sleigh 

6  baskets 

FARM  HOUSE. 

Family  Kooms. 

2  rockers    2  50 

1  center  table 1  00 

4  dining  chairs 5  00 

1  wardrobe 2  50 

1  mirror 1  00 

1  clock 3  00 

1  bureau 2  50 
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1  toilet  set , $2  00 

V2.  dozen  towels 

2  tablecloths 

^/^  dozen  napkins 

12  pillow  cases 

7  double  sheets 

1  set  dishes 

%  dozen  tumblers 

1  dozen  teaspoons,  silver-plated 

Mj  dozen  dessert  spoons,  silver-plated 

y^  dozen  forks,  silver-plated 

Mj  dozen  forks,  steel 

1  dozen  knives,  steel 

1  carving  knife  and  fork 

1  salt  and  pepper 

3  pudding  dishes 

2  tliermometers 

2  whiskbrooms 

1  carpetsweeper 

1  broom,  dustpan  and  brush 

1  clothes  basket 

2  blankets 

2  bedspreads 

3  carpets 

Boys'  Room. 

18  beds,  iron 

18  mattresses  (17  cotton,  1  hair) 

18  bedspreads 

54  blankets 

54  sheets 

18  pillows   (17  hair,  Ifeather) 

36  pillow  cases 

6  dozen  handtowels 

1  dozen  roller  towels 

3  washbasins 

1  slop  pail 

3%  dozen  chairs 

1  bookcase 

1  chiffonier 

2  benches 
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1  large  table $3  00 

1  small  table 

1  mirror 

1  bell 

1  carving  set 

1  synip  can 1 

2  glass  syrup  pitchers 

2  pepper  bottles 

3  3-qiiart  pitchers 

3  brooms,  dustpans  and  brushes 

1  floor  brush 

Kitchen. 

2  tables *. .  . 

3  chairs 

1  refrigerator 

1  ice  cream  freezer    

1   dozen  dishtowels 

V2  dozen  handtowels 

1  carving  set 

3  paring  knives 

If)  kniveiJ,  17  forks,  18  dessert  spoons 

1  knife  box 

%  dozen  large  agate  spoons 

1  bread  kinfe 

1  bread  box 

1  bread  basket  and  cloth   

1  sugar  tub 

1  salt  crock 

2  colanders 

3  wire  strainers 

2  steamers 

1  broiler 

1  spider  

2  frying  pans 

3  drippans 

6  agate  pans 

%  dozen  milkpans,  tin   . .  . .  ; 

4  dishpans 

3  agate  pails 

1  rice  boiler,  agate 


1 

50 

1 

00 

25 

1 

50 

25 

30 

10 

GO 

1 

20 

50 

0 

00 

75 

10 

00 

3 

00 

1 

20 

CiO 

3 

00 

l>i 

3 

27 

20 

\H) 

1 

50 

25 

50 

15 

10 

20 

30 

1 

50 

10 

50 

75 

r 

75 

75 

35 

25 

00 

00 
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1   2-quart  coffee  pot,  agate $0  2r> 

1  IC-qnart  coffee  pot,  tin 1  00 

2  teakettles 1   00 

4  iron  kettles 2  00 

2i   dozen    8-inch    plates - 1  40 

1  dozen  6-inch  plates   4S 

2  dozen  saucers 50 

%  dozen  mugs t^O 

1  if  dozen   bowls    51 

2  3-quart  pitchers 40 

3  2-quart  pitchers 21 

4  1-quart  pitchers 20 

2  platters 60 

2  tureens 40 

3  veiretaUe  dishes 45 

4  (Uppers 50 

2  chopping  bowls "^0 

Stove  j)oker,  shovel  and  handle 50 

2  brooms 30 

1  dustpan  and  brush    25 

2  coal  hods 1  00 

1   shovel 20 

1   a^hcan 50 

1   large  can 50 

1   dust  can 50 

1   swill  can 50 

100  feet  %-inch  garden  hose 5  00 

1   sprinkling  can 25 

1  lawnmower 3  00 

1  bench 50 

2  lawn  chairs 50 

2  step  ladders    1  25 

1   cnj)board 50 

1  dozen  crocks 3  00 

Vl»  dozen  gallon  jugs 1   50 

^  1»  dozen  2-quart  fruit  cans 30 

3  dozen  1-quart  fruit  cans 1  OS 

2  <lozen  1-pint  fruit  cans 72 

H   di»zeu  jelly  glasses   30 
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BARX. 

C  horses ' $700  00 

1  '5-seatecl  closed  carriage 300  00 

1  2-seatecl  extension-toj)  carriage GO  00 

1  2-seated  democrat 10  00 

1  top  buggy 75  00 

2  two-seated  open  sleighs 100  00 

2  cutters 20  00 

IS  horse  blankets 13  50 

2  whips 1  00 

(\  ro]>es 15  00 

2  double  sets  harness,  light 45  00 

3  single  sets  harness,  light 70  00 

1  single  work  harness,  heavy 5  00 

2  double  work  harnesses 35  00 

3  laprobes,  light 1  50 

5  laprobes,  heavy ' 5  50 

5  flvnets ^ 5  00 

4  hoi^sebrushes 2  00 

4  currycombs 40 

3  havforks 80 

1  manure  fork 50 

1  lantern 50 

1  small  cart .  1  00 

1  axe 60 

25  feet  ^inch  hose 2  00 

3  brooms \  .  : 45 

1  dnstbrush 15 

1  duster,  feather   60 

1  thermometer 10 

1  washstand 5  00 

1  toilet  set 75 

1  clock 2  00 

1  table 3  00 

1  l)ed 7  00 

1  mattress •.  .  .  9  00 

1  bedspread 60 

2  blankc  ts 3  00 

4  sheets 1   00 

2  pillows 2  50 

4  pillow  cases 40 
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8  towels $0  80 

1  dresser 8  00 

1  wardrobe 8  00 

7  chairs 3  50 

1  step  ladder 1  25 

FAIUl  AXD  GARDEX  TOOLS  (IXSTITUTIOX). 

1  pair  bobs 16  00 

2  farm  wagons 70  00 

2  wagon  boxes    10  00 

1  stoneboat 1  00 

2  lawnmowers 6  00 

(5  wheelbarrows 6  00 

1   2-horse   mower    25  00 

1  lawnroller 5  00 

1  2-horse  roller 15   00 

2  1-horse  cultivators 6  00 

1  handcart 1  00 

1  handtruck 1  00 

1   Wiard  weeder   1  50 

1   drag 5  00 

1  harrow 14  00 

2  2-horse  plows 8  00 

1   1-horse  plow    2   50 

1   side-hill  plow 4  00 

1   snow  plow    1   50 

1  shovel  plow   3  00 

2  hand  sleds '. 1   50 

1  grindstone "    3  OO 

4  axes 2  00 

6  hayforks 1   50 

4  spading  forks 2  00 

7  manure  forks ^ 2  45 

2  garden  rakes    00 

6  short-handled  shovels    3  00 

3  long-handled  shovels 1  50 

6  snow  shovels    1  20 

2  scoop  shovels SO 

1  pruning  saw 25 

2  crosscut  saws 150 

1   liandsaw .^o 
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b  pairs  icetongs $4  00 

1  iceslide 

G  reaphooks 

'1  grass  scythes    

1  bush  scythe   

1  claw  hammer 

1   hatchet 

1  billhook 

2  spraying  pumps 

6  Paris  green  blowers 

10  garden  hoes 

2  grub  hoes 

1  wheel  hoe    

2  mason  trowels 

1  phister  trowel    

r>  garden  trowels 

4  lawn  rakes 

4  pairs  pruners    

30  hotbed  sashes 

3,000  flower  pots 

20  bu.^hel  crates 

2  pairs  hedge  shears 

12  vegetable  crates 

1  border  knife    

\  pair  border  sheare 

5  strawberry   crates    

4  watering  pots    

!.*>(»  feet  crarden  hose 

00  feet  stovepipe 

2  theririonieters 

2  lanterns  

5  stoves 

3  corn   cutters 

2  s|>ades 

2  pounders 

3  garden  markers 

2  scvthe  stones 

2  crowbars 

2  chisels 

1  jackplane 

3  paving  hammers   


1 

50 

1 

50 

1 

00 

1 

25 

25 

40 

40 

5 

50 

1 

00 

1 

50 

1 

00 

1 

00 

50 

25 

30 

1 

00 

2 

00 

9 

00 

30 

00 

6 

50 

2 

00 

2 

50 

50 

50 

1 

00 

7 

50 

7 

50 

20 

50 

10 

0(1 

SO 

50 

10 

1 

00 

40 

25 

75 
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4  pickaxes 

1  logchain 

1  cement  creaser   

1  mason  hammer   * . . . . 

2  step  ladders 

3  rubber  coats  and  hats 

FAIRMOUNT. 
Fairmouxt  Cottage. 

42  single  beds 

2  double  beds ' 

45  mattresses 

44  bedspreads 

112  blankets 

100  sheets 

50  pillows 

70  pillow  cases 

36  roller-towels    

12  handtowels 

30  dishtowels 

4  tablecloths 

G  napkins 

10  teaspoons  

40  dessert-spoons    

40  knives  and  50  forks 

1   breadknife 

1   set  carvers  

4  agate  spoons 

1  chopping  bowl  and  knife 

118  chairs 

1   armchair 

1  desk 

1  roller  organ 

12  lamps 

3  bureaus   

9  tables 

2  clocks 

1  scale 

4  rockers  

1  center  table 

1  bc)')kcase 


$0 

25 

75 

90 

60 

2 

OO 

3 

UO 

$126 

00 

14 

00 

112 

50 

26 

40 

168 

00 

25. 

00 

37 

50 

7 

00 

7 

20 

1 

20 

3 

00 

6 

00 

60 

50 

3 

60 

i 

50 

0 

*« 

00 

3 

00 

CO 

65 

50 

OO 

2 

50 

12 

00 

4 

20 

24 

OO 

46 

50 

6 

00 

•2 

00 

3 

00 

2 

50 

5 

00 
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2  washstands    

2  commodes    

2  toilet  sets 

2  rugs 

Linoleum 

1  breadbox   

1  iiieatbox 

1  refrigerator 

2  icecream  freezers 

1   side  table 

1   slate  pastry  table 

4  tumblers    

0  pitchers 

U  salts  and  peppers 

1  boll 

()  dippers    

4  dishpans 

(>  saucepans    

1  potato  masher 

1  teakettle 

1  coffeepot    

45  mugs    

')()  bowls 

50  dessert  pjates 

42  <linner  plates 

8  brekd  plates 

.*5  dozen  soup  plates 

2  cooking  kettles 

1  iron  kettle 

4  drip  pans 

2  frving  pans 

10  jugs    

21  jars    

1  no  fruit  cans 

5  lanterns 

1  stepladder   

1  Avriuffer 

1  clothesbasket   

0  clothesboxes 

1  copper  tank 

4  wrenches 


$10 

00  . 

10 

00 

2 

00 

4 

00 

26 

00 

50 

1 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

0 

00 

0 

00 

00 

1 

80 

uo 

20 

00 

1 

00 

1 

so 

10 

75 

;]0 

2 

25 

1 

50 

0 

00 

2 

10 

80 

1 

08 

1 

00 

00 

1 

20 

50 

3 

00 

5. 

.'2ry 

i^ 

40 

1 

2) 

1 

00 

2 

50 

50 

1 

50 

5 

00 

1 

00 
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1  coal  screen 

4  coal  hods 

7  floor  brushes 

<»  (lust  pans,  dust  brushes  and  brooms 
1   meat  chopper 


Bbush  Shop. 


$0 

50 

1 

00 

3 

50 

2. 

,70 

1 

50 

8 

00 

70 

1 

25 

1 

00 

2 

00 

1 

50 

2  stoves 

7  vises 

1  saw 

1  l)oring  machine 

2  ])airs  shears  . . . 
1  grindstone .  .  .  , 


Fasm. 

1  .^i(U-hill  plow   9  00 

i   l-liorse  plow 9  00 

2  2-horse  plows  , 20  00 

1   ^)-hnrse  plow 10  00 

1  sulky  plow •  .40  00 

2  2-hoi-se  cultivators 12  00 

2   l-hoi*se  cultivators 10  00 

1  com  harvester •  100  00 

2  sets  of  drags 80  00 

2  2-horse  hav  rakes 30  00 

1  1-horse  hay  rake 12  00 

J   hav  tedder 30  00 

2  hav  rakes 50 

2  huuber  wagons 45  00 

1  drill .^ : 15  00 

1   seeder,  wheelbarrow 3  00 

1  cutter 12  00 

1   reaper  and  binder 25  00 

1  potato  planter 20  00 

1  ensilage  cutter ' 170  00 

1  lawnmower 3  00 

2  stoneboats 2  00 

2  laudrollers 11  00 

4  pairs  bobs   80  00 

0  wheelbarrows 3  00 

1  potato  sprayer,  1-horse 30  00 
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1  disk  harrow 

1  spike-tooth  drag 

2  dump  boxes    

2  mowing  machines    

1  potato  marker 

1  potato  hiller 

4  crowbars 

^  scoop  shovels 

(>  snow  shovels 

4  garden  rakes 

2  grub  hoes 

20  grasshooks 

2  spades 

3  spading  forks 

1  horse  hayfork 

3  long-handled  shovels 

3  pair  horse  blankets 

1  set  single  harness 

3  sets  double  harness 

1  set  double  harness,  light 

14  milk  cans 

1  milk  strainer 

1  ice  slide 

4  pairs  ice  tongs 

1  section  grinder 

Cow  Babn. 

18  hay  forks 

3  long-handled  shovels 

2  shortrhandled  shovels 

1  dozen  hoes 

1  beet  cutter 

3  axes 

3  ladders 

1  stove 

5  lamps 

2  bucksaws 

100  feet  %-inch  hose 

1  bonecutter 

1  pair  scales 

4  heavy  pails 

6 


$12  00 

7 

00 

15 

00 

42 

00 

1 

50 

5 

00 

2 

00 

3 

00 

90 

1 

60 

1 

00 

3 

00 

80 

1 

20 

75 

1 

20 

6 

00 

7 

00 

55 

00 

25 

00 

30 

00 

1 

■ 

00 

2 

00 

1 

60 

4 

00 

$4  50 

90 

60 

2 

40 

2 

50 

1 

05 

3 

75 

3 

00 

8 

00 

1 

20 

5 

00 

6 

00 

7 

00 

1 

50 
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14  milk  pails  .    . $4  60 

1  milk  wagon 150  00 

2  wagons 85  OO 

2  cars 6  OO 

1  shovel  plow 1  OO 

2  crosscut  saws 3  OO 

1  manila  rope 2  00 

1  hayknife 40 

1  wagonjack 60 

Live  Stock. 

8  horses 700  00 

41  cows 2,460  00 

7  heifers,  two-vear  old   245  00 

8  heifers,   yearling    240  00 

1  calf  .  .   * 20  00 

1  bull 100  00 

2  boars 40  00 

la  sows    220  00 

23  shoats 345  00 

297  fowls 148  50 

50  ducks 37  50 

APPENDIX  — ENGINEER  DEPARTMENT 

3  steam  boiler,  high  pressure $1,500  00 

3  steam  boilers,  low  pressure 1,200  00 

1  duplex  steam  pump,  boiler  feed 75  00 

1   steam  pump,  single  plunger 50  00 

1  steam  pump,  single  acting 40  00 

2  oil  eliminators 100  00 

2  hot  water  heaters 250  00 

3  high  pressure  steam  gages 6  00 

4  low  pressure  steam  gages   8  00 

5  high  pressure  steam  traps 300  00 

4  low  pressure  steam  traps    180  00 

1  steam  separator ■, 30  00 

2  iron  soap  tanks   65  00 

1   friction  clutch 35  00 

1   5-8ection  tray,  wash    75  00 

1  clothes  dryer,  steam : 250  00 

1  starch  kettle 25  00 
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4  washing  machines $260  00 

2  extractors,  laundry 90  00 

1  starch  tub 25  00 

2  steam  mangles 600  00 

1  elevator,  clothes,  laundry 150  00 

1  coal  stove,  laundry,  ironing 30  00 

1  gas  stove,  laundry,  ironing   15  00 

443  incandescent  lamps    79  74 


I 

\  SUMMARY. 


$5,438  74 


Superintendent's  residence $1,024  12 

Main  building ; 8,823  46 

Music  Hall  building 1,583  22 

Hospital  and   dispensary    1,378  15 

Girls'  building 2,080  15 

Boys'  building  and  bakery 3,479  18 

Shops  (shoe,  carpenter,  paint)   301  25 

Miscellaneous  (laundry,  boiler  house,  ladder  house, 

fire  apparatus,  meat  house)    1,907  55 

Farm  house 418  08 

Barn 1,526  40 

Farm  and  garden  (institution)   338  90 

Fairmount 6,628  84 


$29,489  30 

Appendix  —  Engineering  department 5,438  74 

$34,928  04 

$34,928  04 
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IN  ASSEMBLY 


January  1,  .1908. 


FIFTT-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MANAGERS  OF 
THE  SYRACUSE  INSTITUTION  FOR  FEEBLE-MINDED 
CHILDREN. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  establishing  this  insti- 
tution, the  undersigned  managers  respectfully  submit  this  their 
fifty-seventh  annual  report: 

Resources  fob  the  Year. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1906 $337  37 

Receipts  from  State  appropriations  during  fiscal 

year   96,071  16 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. .  9,907  00 
Receipts  from  pay  cases,  board,  instruction  and 

clothing   2,321  14 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 101  01 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 642  55 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 145  83 

Total    $109,526  06 


> 
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Disbursements. 

Paid  on  account  of  maintenance $96,402  52 

Returned  to  Comptroller,   chapter   572,   Laws   of 

1899 13,117  53 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1907 6  01 

"    Total    $109,526  06 

Classified  Summary  of  Expenditures. 

On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children  for  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1907  : 

Salaries  and  wages* $40,485  91 

Expenses  of  officers  and  managers 94  37 

Provisions    _.  . .  .  20,712  79 

Household  stores 4,263  68 

Clothing   5,422  73 

Fuel  and  light 13,904  84 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 860  94 

Shop,  farm  and  garden 7,196  66 

Ordinary  repairs 169  12 

Transportation  of  inmates 124  21 

Miscellaneous   3,167  27 

Total $96,402  52 

Assets  September  30,  1907. 

Balance  in  cash $6  01 

Due  from  individuals  for  board,   instruction  and 

clothing 436  37 

Due  from  counties  for  clothing 260  00 

Due  from  State  Treasurer  on  unexpended  appro- 
priations     18  61 


Total  assets $720  99 


z 


*  Includes  $2,832.67  expended  for  salaries  and  wages  of  employees  engaged 
the  manufacture  of,  and  repairs  to  clothing,  and  formerly  charged  to  ac- 
unt  of  clothing. 
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In  the  fore^oin^  tables  are  presented  the  financial  operations 
of  the  institution  in  the  form  followed  by  the  managers  in  their 
reports  for  many  years  past.  In  the  first  table  are  shown  the 
receipts,  indicating  the  various  amounts  and  the  sources  from 
whence  obtained;  the  second  table  presents  the  disbursements; 
the  third  their  application  towards  maintenance,  in  a  classified 
summary  of  expenditures;  and  the  fourth  shows  the  available 
assets  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  "  receipts  "  for  the  year  show  a  total  increase  of  nearly 
$3,000  over  those  for  1906,  more  than  three-fourths  of  which 
was  obtained  from  State  appropriations  and  the  balance  from 
counties  for  clothing,  from  pay  cases,  and  from  sale  of  shop 
products,  the  sales  of  farm  products  and  of  old  material  being 
slightly  less  in  amount  than  for  the  previous  year. 

The  "  expenditures "  for  the  year,  $96,402.52,,  exceed  those 
for  1906  by  nearly  $2,500  and  due,  as  we  believe,  to  the  pre- 
vailing increased  cost  of  living.  Under  the  table  of  "  disburse- 
ments '■  is  also  included  the  total  amount  received,  $13,117.53, 
from  all  sources  other  than  State  appropriations  and  which  sum 
was  remitted  to  the  State  Comptroller  in  accordance  with  a  re- 
quirement of  the  law.  This  latter  amount  after  being  paid  into 
the  State  Treasury  it  is  expected  will  be  made  applicable  to 
future  maintenance  by  the  next  Legislature. 

A  comparison  of  the  year's  expenditures  with  the  classified 
summary  under  the  third  tablfe  shows  an  increase  of  $739.31  in 
clothing;  of  $1,390.15  in  fuel  and  light;  of  $1,841.90  in  shop, 
farm  and  garden ;  and  of  $84.70  in  the  transportation  of  inmates ; 
a  decrease  of  $534.53  in  salaries  and  wages;  of  $29.37  in  the 
expenses  of  officers  and  managers;  of  $83.25  in  provisions;  of 
$107.09  in  household  stores;  of  $139.20  in  hospital  and  medical 
supplies;  and  of  $699.98  in  ordinary  repairs. 

The  expenditures  under  special  appropriations  aggregated 
$8,789.76,  of  which  amount  the  sum  of  $680.71  was  made  under 
the  special  law  for  developing,  maintaining  and  extending  in- 
dustries. The  remaining  portion,  $8,107.05,  included  $1,180.59 
for  painting  the  exterior  of  the  buildings,  $5,533.07  for  con- 
tinuing plumbing  improvements,  $338.82  for  general  repairs  and 


8  [Assembly 

equipment,  $202.05  for  the  completion  of  the  root  and  vegetable 
cellar  at  Fairmount,  and  $358.62  for  renewals  to  boiler  plant. 

The  plumbing  improvements  mentioned  and  which  were  nearly 
completed  at  the  time  of  our  last  report,  consisted  of  new  fixtures 
with  shower  baths  in  the  principal  toilet  rooms  of  the  main  build- 
ing and  its  rear  extension ;  in  the  four  wards,  kitchen  and  dining 
room  of  the  hospital;  and  the  erection  of  two  modem  water 
closfets  in  the  grove,  with  sewer  connections,  in  substitution  for 
the  old  primitive  affairs  which  formerly  existed. 

The  exterior  painting  was  also  finished  in  the  fall  of  1906. 
The  appropriation  for  the  purpose  was  $1,200  and  within  this 
amount  the  whole  exterior  woodwork  of  the  main  group  of  build- 
ings and  the  front  and  side  walls  of  the  maiii  building  were  given 
two  coats,  a  considerably  larger  amount  of  surface  being  covered 
than  was  originally  contemplated. 

The  items  of  expenditure  for  repairs  and  equipment,  besides 
some  furniture  and  minor  matters,  included  steel  ceilings  on  the 
south  third  floor  hall  and  two  dormitories  in  the  main  building, 
the  south  third  floor  hall  boys'  building,  and  the  matron's  office 
girls'  building ;  a  new  roof  and  new  sash  over  the  north  end  of  the 
greenhouse;  some  repairs  to  the  stable,  piggery  and  other  buildings 
at  Fairmount;  the  introduction  of  plumbing  with  sewer  con- 
nections at  the  gate  house;  and  the  purchase  of  a  second-hand 
boiler  for  heating  purposes  from  the  Elmira  Reformatory  in  the 
place  of  an  old  one  at  the  boiler  bouse  which  had  become  worn 
out  and  unfit  for  further  use.  The  renewals  to  the  boiler  plant 
consisted  of  resetting  the  boiler  purchased  (known  as  No.  4)  and 
repairs  to  and  supplying  with  new  tubes  boilers  Nos.  5  and  6. 
These  boilers  are  all  old,  the  last  two  mentioned  we  know  to  have 
been  in  use  for  over  thirty  years.  The  insurance  company's  in- 
spector reporte  J  them  last  summer  as  hardly  worth  repairing  and 
after  the  repairs  were  made  would  permit  them,  including  No.  4, 
to  be  used  at  only  fifteen  pounds  pressure.  It  is  believed  that 
if  nothing  unforeseen  happens,  these  boilers  will  be  serviceable 
for  this  season  and  next  but  in  view  of  their  condition  and  of 
possible  contingoncies  the  board  has  decided  to  request  an  appro- 
priation of  $7,000  to  replace  them  by  two  of  larger  capacity, 
150   horsepower  each.     With   this   appropriation   available   next 
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summer  the  new  boilers  can  be  secured  on  a  rush  order  if  neces- 
sary and  if  not,  a  contract  for  their  installation  can  be  made 
early  in  the  season  of  1900. 

Owing  to  the  continually  increasing  cost  of  electric  lighting 
and  the  inability  to  secure  a  lower  rate  from  the  Syracuse  Light- 
ing (^ompany  the  board,  at  its  Xovember  meeting,  also  de- 
termined to  request  an  appropriation  of  $7,500  for  the  purchase 
of  enirinrs,  dynamos,  etc.  to  produce  our  own  electric  lighting 
and  for  which,  upon  the  installation  of  the  new  boilers  above 
mentioned,  the  power  required  will  be  fully  provided. 

The.  plumbing  improvements  under  way  at  this  writing  com- 
prise new  fixtures  und  a  shower  bath  in  the  south  wing.  Upon 
completion  of  the  work  in  this  wing  there  will  still  be  left  a  few 
parts  which  the  improvements  in  plumbing  have  not  covered  and 
for  the  purpose  an  appropriation  of  $1,200  will  l>e  requested.  A 
^further  special  appropriation  of  $000  will  also  be  requested  for 
exterior  painting  of  the  nortli  wing  and  the  west  side  and  end  of 
the  main  building,  and  a  like  amount  for- a  new  roof  to  the  stable, 
the  present  roof  of  iron  ^having  become  very  leaky  and  cannot  be 
repaired. 

The  appropriation  for  maintenance  at  this  writing  has  not  been 
fully  determined  but  it  is  quite  evident  to  the  board  that  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  current  year,  $82,000,  will  prove 
insufficient  by  several  thousand  dollars,  owing  to  the  increased 
cost  of  wages  and  living.  For  the  same  reason  the  maintenance 
appropriaticm  for  next  year  should  he  materially  increased.  This 
year  the  amount  a\'ailable  for  maintenance  is  less  by  nearly 
$2,000  ihan  it  was  a  year  ago  and,  besides,  the  farm  and  garden 
crops  of  the  past  season  were  not  up  to  the  average,  the  late 
potato  crop  especially  being  an  almost  complete  failure. 

It  is  a  source  of  graHfication  to  know  that  the  recommendation 
first  made  by  this  board  in  its  report  for  1903  and  repeated  in 
1004,  1005  and  1000  for  the  creation  and  establishment  of  another 
asyhnn  for  th(*  idiotic,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  t6ok  on 
embryonic  life  at  the  last  leiiislative  session  in  the  appointment  of 
a 'commission  with  authoritv  to  examine  sites  and  determine  the 
location.     The  waiting  lists  at  the  Craig  Colony  and  the  various 
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existing  institutions  for  the  idiotic  and  feeble-minded  are  all 
large  and  there  is  great  need  of  the  institution.  It  is  truly  hoped 
that  neither  lack  of  funds  nor  other  causes  will  delay  its  early 
erection  and  organization. 

In  the  report  of  Dr.  Adolf  Meyer,  chairman  of  the  committee, 
on  the  Studv  and  Care  of  Defectives;  read  before  the  recent  State 
Conference  of  Charities  held  in  Albany,  the  following  recom- 
mendation was  made:  ^^AU  those  who  see  the  defectives  in  our 
schools  and  dispensaries  realize  the  deplorable  insufficiency  of 
provisions  for  the  feeble-minded.  This  holds  especially  for  the 
Metropolitan  district.  The  local  authorities  have  done  wonders 
in  providing  classes  for  the  defectives  in  the  public  schools  and 
in  training  teachers  capable  of  handling  defectives;  the  institu- 
tion at  Randall's  Island  provides  for  a  certain  number  but  there 
still  remains  a  deplorable  number  of  children  whose  salvation  lies 
in  removal  from  inadequate  homes  to  schools  where  they  can  he^ 
managed  and  brought  to  a  certain  degree  of  usefulness  to  them- 
selves and  others.  That  such  an  institution  should  be  near  New 
York  is  obvious  if  we  do  not  wish  to  separate  the  families  from 
children  for  whom  they  should  remain  partly  responsible."  With 
this  recommendation,  except  perhaps  the  suggestion  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  institution,  we  w4sh  as  a  board  to  record  our  hearty 
approbation. 

There  is  a  fast  growing  interest,  to  quite  an  extent  among 
charity  workers  and  especially  so  among  teachers  and  principals 
of  the  public  schools,  in  the  need  of  a  different  training  for 
feebleminded  and  very  backward  children,  one  or  more  of  whom 
are  found  in  attendance  at  many  of  the  schools  throughout  the 
State.  These  children  drag  along  in  a  listless,  inattentive  way, 
make  very  little  progress,  are  teased,  tantalized  and  easily  coaxed 
into  mischief  or  wrong  doing  by  their  brighter  companions.  Ap- 
plications for  such  children  are  coming  to  us  in  steadily  increas- 
ing numbers,  from  the  sources  mentioned.  They  are  out  of  place 
in  the  public  schools  and  should  receive  the  training  of  an  insti- 
tution or  school  especially  adapted  to  the  purpose.  The  reasons 
are  many  and  obvious  why  such  institutions  should  care  for  and 
instruct  the  two  sexes  separately  and  we  believe  when  a  new  in- 
stitution for  the  purpose  is  established  it  should  be  for  boys 
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alone.  Then,  as  soon  as  put  in  readiness,  all  teachable  boys  at 
this  institution  should  be  removed  to  it  and  the  remaining  ones 
to  the  custodial  institutions.  This  institution  could  then  be  left 
as  a  training  school  for  feeble-minded  girls.  The  location  here 
is  a  desirable  one  for  girls;  it  is  not  so  for  boys.  The  site  is 
beautiful  and  plea3.ant  but  the  acreage  is  limited  and  cannot  be 
extended.  It  is  ample  for  five  hundred  girls  but  boys  need  more 
territory  both  for  recreation  and  occupation.  We  belie\^e  in  a 
general  provision  of  the  State  for  all  classes  of  its  feeble-minded; 
we  believe  in  schools  for  the  young  and  teachable  and  custodial 
institutions  for  the  adult  and  unteachable  but  whatever  the  pur- 
pose we  believe  all  such  institutions  should  provide  for  each  sex 
separately  and  exclusively.  In  framing  a  further  future  policy 
for  the  needs  of  the  feeble-minded  we  trust  these  recommendations 
will  receive  the  careful  consideration  of  the  State  Board  of  Char- 
ities and  the  Legislature. 

W.  W.  CHENEY, 
ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE, 
EDWARD  S.  VAN  DUYN, 
CHAS.  G.  BALDWIN, 
HENRY  M.  ROWLING. 
P.  A.  LUDDEN, 
F.  A.  LYMAN. 


REPORT  OP  THE  TREASURER. 


James  C.  Oarson,  treasurer  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Peeble-Minded  Children,  in  current  account  with  the  State  of 
New  York  for  cash  received  and  expended  for  the  general  sup- 
plies and  for  salaries  and  wages  of  oiEcers,  teachers,  attendants 
and  other  employees  of  said  institution,  etc.,  during  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1907 : 

Resources  for  the  Year. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1907 $337  37 

State  appropriations  for  maintenance 96,071  16 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils . . .  9,907  00 
Receipts  from  pay  cases,  board,    instruction  and 

clothing 2,321  14 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shops 101  01 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 642  55 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 145  83 

Total $109,526  06 

Disbursements. 

Warrants   of   executive   c-ommittee   for   month   of 

October,   1906 $8,636  01 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

November,  1906 8,731  74 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

December,   1906 9,050  59 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month    of 

Januarv,  1907 8,821  78 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for  'month   of 

February,  1907 7,945  82 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

March,   1907 9,599  76 
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Warrants   of   executive   committee   for  month   of 

April,  1907 $7,748  67 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

May,  1907 7,646  27 

Warrants   of   executive   committee    for   month   of 

June,  1907 8,022  59 

Warrants   of   executive   committee    for   month   of 

Julv,  1907 7,741  86 

Warrants   of   executive   committee    for   month   of 

August,  1907 5,997  57 

Warrants   of   executive   committee    for   month    of 

September,   1907 6,560  36 

Total $96,402  52 

Eetumed  to   Comptroller,   chapter  580,   Laws  of 

1899 13,117  53 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1907 6  01 

Total $109,526  06 

There  was  received  and  expended  under  special  appropriations, 
chapter  700,  Laws  of  1905;  chapter  703,  Laws  of  1905;  chapter 
374,  Laws  of  1906;  chapter  686,  La^vs  of  1906;  and  chapter  571, 
Laws  of  1907,  as  follows: 

Appropriation  for  developing,  maintaining  and  ex- 
tending industries,  chapter  700,  Laws  of  1905, 
cash  received  from   Comptroller $134  30 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 134  30 


Balance  appropriation  unexpended $0  12 


Appropriation  for  continuing  plumbing,  chapter 
703,  Laws  of  1905,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller           $3,477  70 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 3,477  70 


Balance  appropriation  unexpended $0  88 
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Appropriation  for  completing  plumbing  and  sewer- 
age, chapter  37tt,  Laws  of  1906,  cash  received 
from   Comptroller    $2,'055  37 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 2,055  37 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended    $723  GO 

Appropriation  for  root  and  vegetable  cellar,  chap- 
ter 374,  Laws  of  1906,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller     $202  05 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 202  05 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $0  10 

-  • 

Appropriation  for  painting  exterior  woodwork, 
chapter  374,  Laws  of  1906,  cash  received  from 
Comptroller    $1,180  59 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 1,180  59 

Appropriation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter 
374,  Laws  of  1906,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller      $121  60 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating   121  60 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $0  02 

Appropriation  for  developing,  maintaining  and  ex- 
tending industries,  chapter  686,  Laws  of  1906, 
cash  received  from  Comptroller $446  41 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating   446  41 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $298  05 
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Appropriation  for  renewals  to  boiler  plant,  chap- 
ter 571,  Laws  of  1907,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller     $958  52 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 958  52 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $41  48 

Appropriation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter 
571,  Laws  of  1907,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller     $213  22 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 213  22 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $786  78 

Recapitulation, 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1907: 

Developing,  maintaining  and  extending  industries, 
chapter  700,  Laws  of  1905 $134  30 

Continuing  plumbing,  chapter  703,  Laws  of  1905.  3,477  70 

"  Completing  plumbing  and  sewerage,  chapter  374, 

Laws  of  1906 2,055  37 

Root  and  vegr^table  cellar,  chapter  374,  Laws  of 

1906    202  05 

Painting  exterior  woodwork,  chapter  37  i.  Laws  of 

1906    1,180  59 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  374,  Laws  of  1906.  121  60 

Developing,  maintaining  aud  extending  industries, 

chapter  686,  Laws  of  1906 446  41 

Renewals  to  boiler  plant,  chapter  571,   Laws   of 

1907    958  52 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  571,  Laws  of  1907.  213  22 


Total    $8,789  76 
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Special  unexpended  appropriations  still  available,  chapters  374 
and  686,  Laws  of  1906;  and  chapter  571,  Laws  of  1907: 

Completing  plumbing  and  sewerage,  chapter  374, 

Laws  of  1906 • $723  00 

Improvements  to  plumbing,  chapter  686,  Laws  of 

1906  (Re-app.)    857  62 

Developing,  maintaining  and  extending  industries, 

chapter  ^?s^y,  Laws  of  1906 298  05 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  571,  Laws  of  1907.  786  78 

Office  safe,  chapter  571,  Laws  of  1907 350  00 

Refrigerator  room,  cliapter  571,  Laws  of  1907.  . .  .  300  00 
Renewals   to  boiler  plant,   chapter  571,  Laws   of 

1907    41  48 

Three  pianos,  chapter  571,  Laws  of  1907 1,000  00 
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REPORT  OF  THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children: 

Gentlemen  : —  In  accordance  with  tJie  requirements  of  the  law 
and  your  board  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  exhibit- 
ing statistics  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1907: 

Movement  of  the  Population. 

•  Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  . . .        259         263         522 

Absent  on  vacation   8  11  19 

Since  admitted    62  42         104 

Total  for  the  year 329         316         645 

Discharged   60  40  100 

Died    0  3  3 

Present  at  the  close  of  the  vear 253  264  517 

Absent  on  vacation   16  9  25 

Total  on  the  rolls 269  273  542 

Average  daily  attendance 253  263  516 

Total   number   of  weeks'    board   furnished   to   the 

pupils    26,906 

Total  cost  of  maintenaco  and  instruction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses  except  clothing $88,147  12 

Cost  of  clothing 8,255  40 

Total  cost $96,402  53 

■      I     ■ 

Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruc- 
tion of  pupils $3  28 

Average  woeklv  cost,  including  clothinir 3  58 

Yearly  per  capita  cost 186  83 
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T'u^  i'.iy.TTiz^  are  ^ie  caiis^s  oi  dea'Ji  of  iLcae  wbo  died  duriiig 

Valr ulij  cit^tiifr  of  tLe  h«irt 2 

lz.ja.i'1'.ii   • 1 


T^Asu 


3 


H'y«FITAL   RjlCOED  OF  Dl:?EASES  TrEATEDl 

A?/a«(e*4 20 

A'if^A'ist   6 

A'/rstel'/D 5 

hr^mftt^'rhy  zfriy: 31 

l^roTtf:hl*l*^  cLronic    1 

O/iijvri'^^Jviris,  acute 15 

T'onj  ixifrWvUj  cPiroLic   1 

liipLth'rria    , 1 

lii^I'xratiori   1 

lh'ttiHffLorrhfjf:a    2 

Ozf^roa 2 

Khdrjcarditw 1 

Entr^riti* 6 

Ef'iU'p^  y 3 

Fractur*^ 3 

Ga*jtriti*,  acute 27 

Goitre   1 

Hviteria   2 

Irn[>^:tif(o 1 

Infliunza    2 

Lir'hen  plaruj-i 1 

Mfnorrha;ria 1 

CMitiji,  acute 5 

Phthi'iiH  |iiiIrnonalis 2 

Pneumonia 4 

Pleurisy    2 

Psoriasis 1 

Rheumatism,  acute   1 

Rhinitis,  purulent   3 
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Ringworm    28 

Scabies    11 

Scarlatina 1 

Sprain    2 

Tenia    2 

Tonsillitis 18 

Tj^hoid  fever   2 

Ulcer 3 

Varicella 5 

Varicose  veins   1 

Unclassified    17 


Operations. 

Eye,  enucleation  of 1 

Hemorrhoids 1 

Hernia,  inguinal : 1 

Hernia,  femoral 1 

Urinary  meatus,  incision 1 

Tha  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pupils  by  counties 
for  the  year : 


Albany  .... 
Allegany  . . 
Broome  .  . . 
Cattaraugus 
Cayuga  . . . 
Chautauqua 
Chemung  .. 
Chenango  . 
Clinton  .  . . 
Columbia  .. 
Cortland  . . 
Delaware  .. 
Dutchess  . . 

Erie 

Essex 


Remaining 
Sept.  30.  '06. 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

Remaining 
Sept.  30,  '07. 

19 

0 

4 

15 

7 

1 

0 

8 

7 

1 

3 

5 

3 

0 

0 

3 

3 

1 

0 

4 

3 

0 

0 

3 

13 

2 

3 

12 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

3 

11 

2 

1 

12 

2 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

4 

43 

10 

5 

48 

2 

2 

0 

4 
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Franklin  . . . , 

Fulton 

Genesee  .... 

Greene 

Hamilton  . . . , 
Ilej^kimer  .  . , 
Jefferson  ... 

Kings 

Lewis , 

Livingston  . . 
Madison  .... 
Monroe  .... 
Montgomery 

Nassau , 

New  York. . . 
Niagara  .... 

Oneida   

Onondaga  . . , 
Ontario  .... 

Orange 

Orleans  .  . .  . . 
Oswego   .... 

Otsego 

Putnam  .... 

Queens 

Rensselaer  . . 
Richmond  .  . 
Rockland  .  . . 
St.  Lawrence 
Saratoga  ... 
Schenectady 
Schoharie  .  . 
Schuyler  ... 

Seneca , 

Steuben  .... 

Suffolk    

Sullivan  .... 


Remaining 
Sept.  30,  '06. 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

Remaining 
Sept.  30,  '07. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

12 

0 

1 

11 

42 

4 

13 

33 

4 

0 

1 

3 

5 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

0 

5 

18 

3 

2 

19 

6 

0 

1 

5 

1 

0 

0 

1 

88 

41 

22 

107 

4 

1 

2 

3 

25 

2 

6 

21 

31 

6 

8 

29 

10 

1 

3 

8 

13 

0 

2 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

3 

1 

7 

13 

3 

2 

14 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

4 

13 

2 

2 

13 

1 

0 

0 

1 

7 

1 

3 

5 

9 

3 

1 

11 

7 

0 

1 

6 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

0 

4 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

11 

0 

0 

11 

2 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1 

0 

5 
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Tioga  

Tompkins   . 

Ulster 

Warren  . . . 
Washington 
Wayne  .... 
Westchester 
Wyoming  . 
Yates 


Remaining 
S^pt.  30,  '06. 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

Remaining. 
Sept.  30.  "07. 

6 

0 

1 

5 

!) 

1 

2 

s 

9 

1 

2 

s 

3 

> 

1 

0 

4 

4 

0 

1 

3 

5 

1 

1 

5 

15 

2 

1 

16 

3 

1 

2 

2 

5 

0 

0 

5 

541 

104 

103 

542 

The  steward  rej)orts  the  f()l]o\nng  as  the  prodiictji  of  the  farm 
and  garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1907 : 


Farm  Produce. 
Eggs: 

861  dozen  eggs 

Meats : 

122  pounds  chicken 

83  pounds  duck 

205  pounds  lard 

4,909  pounds  pork 

Milk : 
151,483  quarts  milk 

Farm  foods : 

1,000  bushels  beets,  farm,  Swedes 

5  t(ms  buckwheat  fodder 

400  bushels  corn,   farm 

58  tons  com  ftnlder 

200  tons  ensilage 

200  tons  hav   

t 

710  bushels  oats 

30  tons  straw 

178  bushels  v;heat 

From  the  sale  of  farm  products 


$219  55 

18  73 

13  28 

18  45 

441   81 

5,223  61 


200 

00 

■10 

00 

100 

00 

290 

00 

1,000 

00 

3,048 

00 

420 

00 

297 

00 

151 

30 

642 

55 
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Gabden  Produce. 

22  bushels  apples,  crab 

252^^  bushels  apples 

1,382  bunches  asparagus 

40  bushels  beans,  Lima  and  butter 

39y2  bushels  beans,  string . 

285^  bushels  beets,  winter 

13,463  heads  cabbage 

54  cantaloupes 

163  bushels  carrots 

1,039  heads  cauliflower 

3,000  heads  celery 

182  quarts  cherries 

62  bunches  chive 

322  bushels  corn,  sweet 

43  dozens  cucumbers,  hotbed 

18,300  cucumbers,  pickling , . 

1,102  quarts  currants 

17Mj  dozens  egg  plant 

490  pounds  grapas 

12  tons  hay 

iy2  bushels  horsoradisli 

762  dozens  lettuce 

247  bushels  onions 

3,958  bunches  onions,  young 

232  bunches  parsley 

125  bushels  parsnips 

88  bushels  peas,  green 

131/2  bushels  pears 

35  dozens  peppers 

1,645  bunches  pie  plant 

651/4  bushels  plums 

996  bushels  potatoes 

2V2  bushels  prunes 

4,050  pounds  pumpkins 

2,290  bunches  radishes 

80  quarts  raspberries,  black. 

136  quarts  raspberries,  red 


$16 

50 

167 

60 

63 

10 

43 

80 

27 

18 

93 

25 

573 

15 

2 

70 

50 

45 

51 

95 

90 

00 

20 

02 

1 

86 

161 

00 

28 

25 

79 

10 

88 

16 

26 

25 

24 

:o 

180 

00 

1 

65 

390 

71 

248 

00 

87 

95 

10 

40 

56 

25 

71 

65 

18 

90 

28 

00 

40 

60 

102 

75 

711 

20 

2 

50 

101 

25 

49 

93 

8 

00 

16 
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49  bunches  sage 

261/^  bushels  salsify 

112%  bushels  spinach 

48%  bushels  squash,  summer.  . .  . 

4,920  pounds  squash,  winter 

240  quarts  strawberries 

215%  bushels  tomatoes 

341  bushels  turnips. 


$1  48 

15 

90 

56 

25 

17 

73 

144 

00 

27 

36 

99 

72 

137 

95 

$16,365  75 

The  matron  presents  the  report  of  work  done  during  the  school 
hours  by  the  following  industrial  classes: 

Sewing  Classes. 


/ 


Boys'  List. 

Bibs 191 

Collars 260 

Doormats. 6 

Handkerchiefs 1,341 

Napkins 49 

Xeckties 344 

Pillowcases 182 

Pillowticks 20 

Shirt 1 

Stocking  bags 5 

Suspenders,    pairs 46 

Towels 548 

Towels,   roller    .  .  .  . , 154 

Washcloths ^ 54 

Girls'  List, 

Aprons 125 

Bands 33 

Bibs 24 

Buttonholes,  extra 129 

Caps,  bakers' 12 
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Drawers,  pairs 122 

Dresses ^ 334 

Dresses  repaired 41 

Handkepchiefs 100 

Names  on  garments 245 

•Napkins 183 

Nightdresses 277 

Pillowcases 545 

Sheets 156 

Shirtwaists 6 

Skirts 125 

Skirts,  under 7 

Tablecloths 3 

Towels 292 

Waists,  under. 21 

Washcloths 33 

Besides  a  large  amount  of  crocheting,  embrdderv  and  other 
fancy  work. 

South    Wing  Soring  lioom. 

Drawers,  pair 2 

Shirts 409 

Skirts 115 

Waists,  boys' 73 

Waists,  girls' 115 

Waists,  endless  sleeve 9 

Sewing  Classes  of  TAtfle  Girls. 

Duvstdoths 8 

Handkerchiefs. 376 

Holders. 155 

Names  sewed  on 935 

Napkins 124 

Pillowcases 4 

Towels,  hand 62 

Towels,  roller, 147 

Washcloths 2 
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OirW  Building  List 

Aprons ^ 72 

Buttonholes. 3,955 

Bands 246 

Bibs .64 

Blankets  hemmed 10 

Curtains. 6 

Dishcloths 60 

Drawers. 124 

Drawers  restitched 12 

Dresses 175 

Dressing  sacks 15 

Dustcloths. '35 

Garters,  pairs 127 

Holders 352 

Handkerchiefs. 164 

Mattress  covers 12 

Napkins 263 

New  sleeves 136 

Names  sewed  on 1,814 

Nightdresses 112 

Pillowcases 155 

Sheets /. 76 

Shirtwaists 18 

Shoebags 5 

Skirts 182 

Tablecloths 7 4 

Towels 267 

TJnderwaists : 115 

Washcloths 30 

And  a  large  amount  of  mending,  crocheting,  embroidery  and 
other  fancy  work. 

Boys'  Tailoring  List, 

Aprons 17 

Carpet  rugs  hemmed 6 

Coats 89 

Coats  lined 5 
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Jackets 74 

Overalls 8() 

Shirts 2 

Suits 234 

Trousers. 39(5 

Trousers  repaired 18 

Class  at  Hosemaking, 

Boys'  hose,  pairs 564 

Girls'  hose,  pairs 1,116 

Hose  refooted,  pairs 1,352 

All  of  the  mending  except  at  the  girls'  building. 

Class  at  Shoemaking, 

Shoes,  pairs 26 

Shoes,  repaired,  pairs 4,056 

Also  miscellaneous  harness  repairs. 

Beush   Shop,   Fairmount. 

Brushes,  scrub,  gross 10 

Sloyd  Class  List. 

Boards,  key 9 

Boards,  pressing 4 

Boards,   sleeve t 2 

Boxes,  cuff  and  collar 1 

Boxes,  glove " 2 

Boxes,  knife 3 

Boxes,  money 3 

Brackets,  comer 4 

Cabinet,  4  x  41/2  feet'. 1 

Cabinet,  medicine , 1 

Chairs,  Morris 2 

Desk  and  chair 1 

• 

Fork  and  spoon 1 

Hangers,  coat 40 

Holders,  necktie 2 
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Holders,   pen 2 

Holders,  toothbrush 6 

Racks,  brush 4 

Racks,  hat 8 

Racks,  tool 4 

Rollers,  towel '       12 

Seat,  hall .' 1 

Stands,  coffee  pot , 3 

Stands,  plant 5 

Table,  library 1 

Tabourets 7 

Trays,  pen 6 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  ADMISSION. 

The  applications  received  upon  our  descriptive  blanks  during 
the  year  were  146,  or  14  less  than  for  1906,  Of  the  number  94 
were  for  boys  and  52  for  girls,  the  proportion  of  the  two  sexes 
standing  about  3  boys  to  2  girls,  as  has  generally  been  the  case  in 
former  veais. 

Of  the  applications  received  98  were  accepted  and  placed  on 
file  and  48  rejected  as  unsuitable  or  ineligible.  Of  those  rejected 
16  were  over  and  8  under  the  admissible  ages  of  14  and  7,  11 
were  epileptic,  5  were  helpless,  4  were  thought  to  be  insane,  2  were 
imteachable,  1  was  paralyzed,  and  1  was  believed  to  be  not  feeble- 
minded. 

ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES. 

The  number  of  admissions  during  the  year  was  104,  62  boys  and 
42  girls,  as  compared  with  39  boys  and  35  girls  in  1906,  and  the 
largest  number  of  admissions  of  any  one  year  in  the  history  of  the 
institution.  The  total  number  of  pupils  on  the  rolls,  645,  exceeded 
the  record  of  any  previous  year.  Another  record  was  also  broken 
in  that  of  the  greatest  number  present  which  was  552  for  several 
days  during  the  month  of  IMaroh^  or  three  more  than  during  any 
time  in  former  years.  The  large  number  of  admissions  was 
made  possible  by  the  many  opportunities  afforded  for  transfers  to 
the  State  Asylums  at  Rome  and  Newark. 
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During  the  year  there  were  discharged  60  boys  aiid  40  girls  and 
3  girls  died,  making  a  total  of  103  discharges  or  42  more  than  for 
1906.  Of  those  discharged  65  boys  and  1  girl  were  trans  t\  r  •  • 
the  Rome  Asylum,  24  girls  to  the  Newark  Asylum,  2  to  Craig 
Colony,  and  1  to  another  institution.  Two  boys  and  6  girls  were 
removed  by  parents.  Two  girls  became  insane  and  were  removed 
by  county  officers,  2  were  removed  by  parents  to  other  states,  and  2 
were  discharged  into  the  custody  of  their  friends  as  self-support- 
ing. Three  boys  eloped,  2  of  whom  reached  their  homes  and  were 
retained  there,  and  the  other  was  not  again  heard  from. 

HEAJ.TH  AND  MORTALITY. 

The  general  health  of  the  institution  population  throughout  the 
year  averaged  as  well  as  might  be  hoped  for.  No  sickness  of  im- 
portance prevailed  at  any  time.  In  October,  1906,  one  case  of 
scarlet  fever,  and  in  September,  1907,  one  of  diphtheria  occurred. 
As  soon  as  discovered  each  case  was  isolated  in  a  room  at  the 
hospital  and  in  both  instances  the  disease  did  not  extend  beyond  the 
one  case.  In  the  month  of  June  a  boy  at  the  boys'  building  and 
in  the  month  of  September  a  teamster  at  Fairmount  farm  came 
down  with  typhoid  fever.  The  former  recovered  after  about  the 
usual  period  of  illness  but  the  latter,  we  regret  to  say,  died  after 
less  than  three  weeks  illness. 

The  number  of  deaths  among  the  pupils  during  the  year  was  but 
three,  all  girls,  and  \vas  the  lightest  mortality  for  many  years. 
With  an  average  daily  population  of  516  the  death  rate  was  there- 
fore less  than  three  tenths  of  one  per  centum.  It  is  doubtful  if 
there  are  many  communities  in  the  country  with  a  corresponding 
population  which  could  show  a  less  rate  of  mortality  during  the 
same  period.  The  causes  of  death  may  be  found  on  another  page. 
The  average  age  of  those  who  died  was  27  years,  the  oldest  being  41 
and  the  youngest  16. 

REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  repairs  and  improvenu  nts  for  the  year  as  usual  have  been 
chiefly  accomplished  by  the*  carpenter,  the  painter,  and  the  engi- 
neer, each  of  whom  had  one  boy  trained  to  ai^sist  in  his  respective 
trade.     The  principal  improvements  were  effected  in  the  above 
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manner  by  the  aid  of  special  appropriations  and  will  be  found 
described  in  the  report  of  the  managers.  Those  accomplished  by 
the  carpenter  and  his  assistant  from  the  use  of  maintenance  funds 
included  some  general  repairs  to  the  ice  house,  repairs  to  the  roof 
cornice  at  the  laundrv,  a  new  floor  for  the  scales  at  the  boiler 
house,  an  extra  window  at  the  gate  house,  a  new  door  and  frame  in 
the  partition  of  the  old  hospital  rooms  in  the  main  building;  also, 
a  new  shed  for  lumber  was  built  attached  to  the  carpenter  shop, 
and  the  latticed  fence  around  the  yard  near  the  grand  stand  was 
removed  and  rebuilt  about  the  garden  plot  near  the  propagating 
houses,  besides  innumerable  repairs  to  floors,  windows,  looks, 
fences,  and  furniture..  There  were  also  made  at  the  shop  a  coal 
box,  a  bath  room  table,  a  diimp  box  for  a  wagon,  a  cabinet  for  the 
engineer,  a  commode  for  the  hospital,  2  settees,  8  clothes  bars  for 
the  laundry,  13  nightdress  racks  for  various  dormitories,  5  peels 
for  the  baker,  and  18  new  window  screens. 

The  work  of  the  painter  and  his  assistant  for  the  year  included, 
besides  the  resetting  of  broken  glass,  the  kalsomining  of  various 
apartments,  the  varnishing  and  other  care  to  floors  and  woodwork 
generally,  the  repainting  of  the  following  portions  of  the  build- 
ings :  roofs  to  the  north  wing,  the  paint  -shop,  the  boys'  building 
detached  closets,  the  corridor  between  the  main  building  and  south 
wing,  and  the  gutters  of  the  laundry;  of  other  painting  the  ma- 
tron's room,  the  south  wing  piazza,  the  entrance  hall  and  the  tower 
room  of  the  music  hall  building,  the  north  wing  first  and  Second 
floor  rooms  occupied  by  the  children;  a  bath  room,  kitchen  and 
three  other  rooms  at  the  superintendent's  residence ;  the  office  and 
assistant  matron's  room  at' the  girls'  building;  the  kitchen  and  at- 
tic room  at  the  hospital ;  a  dormitory,  the  ceilings  and  south  side 
walls  of  the  second  floor  hall,  the  kitchen  and  lower  halls  in  the 
main  building;  the  housekeeper's  room  and  the  dormitory  in  the 
south  wing;  the  assistant  physician's  room,  the  gate  house  exterior 
and  one  room  within,  the  interior  of  the  farm  house,  all  of  the 
piazzas  at  the  hospital  and  girls'  building,  the  exterior  and  interior 
of  the  green  house,  the  ice  house  and  milk  room  at  Fairmount 
and  two  wagons.  Also  the  following  apartments  were  repapered: 
the  matron's  and  steward's  rooms  in  the  main  building,  two  rooms 
at  the  superintendent's  residence,  and  the  assistant  matron's  room 
at  the  ^rls'  building. 


30  [ASSXMBLT 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

A  small  sum  of  money  w^s  allowed  each  month  by  the  Fiscal 
Supervisor  by  the  use  of  which,  and  upon  a  few  other  occasions 
through  special  efforts  of  the  teachers  assisted  by  the  children,  the 
following  entertainments  were  provided  during  the  year :  On  Octo- 
ber 1st  stereopticon  pictures  and  story  of  "  The  Legend"  of  Sleepy 
Hollow,"  by  Prof.  W.  D.  Lewis;  October  15th,  a  graphophone  ex- 
hibition by  Mr.  C.  B.  Seeley;  October  29th  magic  and  ventrilo- 
quism by  Mr.  Hal.  Merton;  October  31st  a  Hallowe'en  party  and 
dance;  November  26th  recitations  and  music  by  Miss  Grace  A. 
Hier  and  the  Msses  Bessie  and  Winifred  McCall;  December  26th 
Christmas  carols  and  recitations  by  teachers  and  children;  January 
21st  stereopticon  pictures  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Powell;  February  27th  an 
exhibit  and  lecture  upon  the  Indians  by  Mr.  0.  W.  Lindley ;  Marcn 
18th  recitations  by  Mrs.  Helen  Stiiart-Richings;  March  26th  a 
masquerade  dancing  party ;  April  Ist  a  chalk  talk  by  Prof.  George 
Little;  June  20th  and  21st  a  Parada  given  by  the  children  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Featherstone ;  July  4th  a  lawn  party  and 
fireworks  in  the  evening;  and  on  September  30th  imitations  and 
ventriloquism  by  Mr.  Archie  French.  Besides  the  above  special 
entertainments,  dancing  parties  upon  23  occasions  were  furnished 
in  the  hall  during  the  months  of  December,  January,  February 
and  March.  In  the  winter  months  also  while  the  sleighing  was  on, 
sleighride  parties  were  provided  for  every  child  in  the  institution 
able  to  get  out  and  enjoy  them,  and  in  the  summer  months  picnic 
outings  and  trolley  rides  were  arranged  for  selected  parties  of  the 
working  girls.  The  boys  at  Fairmount  were  not  forgotten  in  their 
usual  opportunity  to  visit  the  institution  on  the  Fourth  of  July 
to  celebrate  the  festivities  and  witness  the  fireworks,  and  in  Sep- 
tember all  of  them  were  given  a  day  to  attend  the  State  Fair. 

VISITORS. 

In  accordance  with  a  long  established  custom,  the  institution 
was  opened  on  Friday  afternoon,  beginning  October  5,  1906  and, 
excepting  holidays,  during  the  balance  of  the  school  year.  Upon 
these  occasions  1052  persons  attended  the  public  exercises  in  the 
hall  and  wore  given  opportunities  to  visit  the  school  rooms  and 
other  portions  of  the  buildings. 
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Among  the  official  visitors  for  the  year  were  on  October  4th  Miss 
Frisbie,  meml)er  of  the  Wisconsin  Board  of  Control ;  October  11th 
Hon.  H.  H.  Bender,  Fiscal  Supervisor ;  October  24th  Dr.  William 
P.  Spratling,  Superintendent  s)i  Craig  Colony;  November  23d 
Prof.  A.  C.  Clark,  Principal  of- School  No.  15,  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; 
December  3d  a  committee  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Erie 
county;  December  20th  Hon.  H.  H.  Bender,  Fiscal  Supervisor, 
and  Hon.  W.  W.  Armstrong,  State  Senator,  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; 
February  1st  and  May  29th  Mr.  Henry  M.  Lechtrecker,  inspector 
for  the  State  Board  of  Charities ;  May  9th  Prof.  Edwin  L.  Earp^ 
of  the  Syracuse  University  and  his  daas  in  sociology ;  July  8th 
Hon.  C.  M.  Bissell,  Fiscal  Supervisor;  July  24th  Miss  G^ordon, 
trustee  State  Institution  for  Epileptic  and  Feeble-Minded,  Mar- 
shall, Missouri ;  July  25th  a  committee  of  the  board  of  supervisors, 
Chautauqua  county;  and  on  September  6th  Miss  Mary  Vida 
Clark,  assistant  secretary  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

To  the  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  our  thanks  are 
heartily  extended  for  copies  gratuitously  contributed  during  the 
year:  "  The  Arkansaw  Optic,"  Little  Rock,  Ark. ;'"  The  Washing- 
tonian,"  Vancouver,  Wash. ;  "  The  Charitable  Observer,"  Lin- 
coln, HI. ;  "The  Hospital  Record,"  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. ;  "  The 
North  Star,"  Fairbault,  Minn. ;  "  Our  Little  People,"  Rochester, 
N.  Y.;  "The  Training  School,"  Vineland,  N.  J.;  and  the  Bulle- 
tin of  the  Towa  State  Institutions." 

Numerous  gifts  of  money  and  boxes  containing  fruit,  nuts, 
candies,  toys,  etc.,  were  received  at  the  holiday  season  from  parents 
and  friends  of  the  institution.  These  gifts  were  the  means  of  add- 
ing much  to  the  children's  pleasure  and  enjoyment  of  the. season 
and  our  thanks  for  the  same  are  thus  publicly  rendered. 

OFFICIAL  CHANGES. 

In  June  last  Dr.  William  H.  Oullen,  who  had  for  several  years 
past  held  the  position  of  assistant  physician,  resigned  with  a  view 
of  pursuing  his  future  medical  work  in  private  practice.  Upon 
his  retirement  Dr.  Schuyler  P.  Richmond  was  appointed  in  his 
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place.  Dr.  Kichmond  was  selected  in  compliance  with  legal  re- 
quirements from  the  junior  physicians  on  the  State  Civil  Service 
list,  his  name  standing  among  the  three  highest.  He  was  well 
equipped  and  has  entered  upon  his  duties  with  zeal  and  a  promise 
of  successful  medical  work. 

Another  change  and  an  extremely  sad  one  to  record  came  to  us 
by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  death  of  the  greatly  beloved  and 
respected  matron,  Mrs.  Emily  P.  Wilbur,  which  occurred  while  en- 
gaged in  conversation  in  the  center  hall  of  the  main  building  on  the 
afternoon  of  September  16th.  Mrs.  Wilbur  was  the  widow  of  the 
late  Dr.  Hervey  B.  Wilbur,  the  first  superintendent  of  this  institu- 
tion and  the  first  one  in  this  country  to  attempt  the  education  of 
the  feeble-minded.  In  her  earlier  life  and  prior  to  her  marriage 
Mrs.  Wilbur  was  for  several  years  a  teacher  in  the  institution 
and  about  ten  years  ago  re-engaged  in  the  work  and  was  made  the 
head  teacher,  a  position  she  held  with  much  credit  and  satisfac^ 
tion  until  last  October  when,  upon  the  retirement  of  Miss  Wood, 
she  was  appointed  matron  to  which  position  by  her  many  years 
experience  as  a  teacher  and  her  familiarity  with  institution  work 
she  was  exceptionally  well  fitted.  She  was  a  woman  well-educato<l, 
refined,  evenly  balanced,  thoughtful,  kind,  considerate,  just,  of 
great  excellence  of  character,  the  ideal  matron.  Her  death  came  so 
suddenly* to  all  in  the  institution  that  from  the  gloom  and  sadness 
of  the  shock  it  is  even  yet  difficult  to  recover.  An  appropriate 
resolution  to  her  memory  as  adopted  by  the  managers  will  be 
found  upon  another  page  as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 
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THE  SCHOOL. 

In  the  management  of  this  institution  from  the  beginning  and 
up  to  the  present  time  the  school  has  been  made  its  prominent 
feature.  For  that  reason  the  by-laws  governing  admissions  require 
that  children  shall  not  be  under  seven  or  over  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  admitted  and  the  most  that  can  be  accomplished  by  school 
training  for  feeble-minded  children  will  be  between  those  ages. 
It  must  be  said,  however,  in  the  matter  of  results  it  has  been  found 
that  the  anticipations  of  the  pioneers  in  the  work  cannot  be  real- 
ized. It  is  now  known  that  a  feeble-minded  person  neither  by 
training  nor  by  medical  treatment  can  become  normal.    No  mat- 
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ter  how  great  or  varied  the  efforts  made,  the  feeble-minded  will 
not  become  advanced  scholars  nor  expert  workmen  skilled  in  trades. 
Such  results  are  no  longer  expected  or  hoped  for  and  the  purpose 
now  of  all  school  training  is  to  try  to  make  them  useful  and  more 
helpful  to  themselves  or  others.  With  these  ends  in  view  and 
conducted  on  lines  in  that  direction  there  is  no  system  better 
adapted  to  the  purpose  than  the  training  school.  While  a  few  will 
appear  to  make  but  little  progress  or  none  at  all,  in  many  it  is 
material  and  in  others  decided.  The  yearns  work  in  the  school  has 
shown  the  usual  results,  some  discouraging  but  in  the  main  hope- 
ful and  gratifying. 

The  Sloyd  teacher  reports  that  the  aim  of  his  department,  as  in 
much  of  the  institution  training,  is  to  make  it  both  a  mental  and 
a  manual  educator,  the  efforts  especially  being  to  impress  upon  the 
boys  care,  observation  and  precision.  Naturally,  at  the  beginning 
small  and  simple  pieces  are  given  as  easy  problems  to  work  out 
and  which  lead  step  by  step  to  something  larger  and  more  compli- 
cated. We  think  the  results  of  the  year's  class  work  are  quite 
surprising,  the  articles  made  by  the  boys  and  enumerated  on  an- 
other page  being  the  best  indication  that  can  be  shown  of  their 
improvement  and  which  must  be  seen  to  be  fully  appreciated. 

THE  MONGOLIAN  TYPE. 

A  further  examination  of  the  table  presented  in  last  year's 
report  of  births  of  the  Mongolian  type  shows  that  a  total  of  419 
children  were  born  in  the  72  families  represented  or  an  average  of 
5f  to  a  family  and,  as  was  then  stated,  in  these  72  families  72 
children  were  feeble-minded  or  17  per  cent.,  all  Mongolian  and 
not  a  single  one  of  any  other  type  of  feeble-mindedness.  Again  of 
the  419  children  144  were  first  and  last  bom  and  of  the  first  and 
last  born  56,  or  39  per  cent.,  were  children  of  the  Mongolian  type. 
275  children  in  these  families  were  intermediate  and  of  this  num- 
ber 14,  or  6  per  cent.,  were  Mongolian  imbeciles.  In  order  to 
make  a  comparison  our  application  book  was  opened  at  random  and 
in  the  regular  order  of  applications  made  during  the  years  '86,^87 
and  '88  in  72  suoceasive  families  where  the  rec>ords  were  complete 
and  in  which  forms  of  feeble-mindedness  appeared  they  showed  a 
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total  of  343  births,  or  an  average  of  4%  children  to  a  family. 
Then  again,  among  these  343  children  the  records  show  91  feeble- 
minded ones,  or  over  26  per  cent.  Further,  in  eleven  of  these 
families  there  were  two  or  more  feeble-minded  children  and  in  two 
families  of  four  and  five  children  each,  all  were  feeble-minded. 
My  deduction  from  these  figures  is  therefore,  in  short,  that  Mon- 
golianism  is  due  to  some  cause  other  than  heredity;  that  a  mother 
seldom  if  ever  bears  more  than  one  feeble-minded  child  when  the 
type  of  that  one  is  Mongolian ;  that  the  Mongolian  feeble-minded 
are  apt  to  be  last-bom  children,  a  considerable  percentage  also 
being  first-born,  and  that  in  families  of  children  where*  the  Mon- 
golian type  appears  the  mothers  show  a  more  prolific  average  than 
the  mothers  in  other  forms  of  feeble-mindedness. 

COls'OLUSION. 

Permit  me  in  closing  this  report  to  extend  thanks  to  you  of 
the  board  of  managers^  for  the  cordial  and  generous  support  you 
have  given  me  throughout  the  year  in  the  discharge  of  my  many 
and  responsible  duties.  Again,  too,  my  obligations  are  great  to  the 
officers,  teachers,  and  employees  generally  for  their  faithfulness 
and  loyalty  to  the  interests  of  the  institution  without  which  only 
discord  and  failure  would  stand  where  harmony  has  prevailed  and 
where  we  believe  a  setisfactorv  measure  of  success  has  been  at- 
tained. 

JAMES  CARLTON  CARSON, 

Superintendent 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  December  11,  1907. 


APPENDIX. 

Resolved,  The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Insti- 
tution for  Feeble-Mindrd  Children  desire  to  express  their  great 
regret  at  the  recent  death  of  the  matron,  Mrs.  Emily  P.  Wilbur, 
and  wish  to  place  upon  the  minutes  their  sincere  appreciation  of 
the  faithful  fulfillment  of  her  numerous  duties. 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  a  letter  of  sympathy  and  r^ret  be  sent  to 
her  sons,  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

Unanimously  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Managers  at  the  annual 
meeting  held  October  9,  1907. 
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No.  58. 


IN  ASSEMBLY 


March  31,  1909. 


FIFTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MAN- 
AGERS OF  THE  SYRACUSE  STATE  INSTITUTION 
FOR  FEEBLE  MINDED  CHILDREN . 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  establishing  this  institu- 
tion, the  undersigned  managers  respectfully  submit  this  their 
fifty-eighth  annual  report: 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1907 $6  01 

Receipts  from  State   appropriations    during   fiscal 

year 103,387  41 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils..  9,717  00 
Receipts  from  pay   cas<\s,    board,    instruction    and 

clothing 2,382  50 

Receipts  from-  sale  of  productions  of  shop 21  80 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 552  57 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old   material 141  52 

Receipts  from  miscellaneous 2  45 

Total.  .  .    ....,,..,..,.,.,.... $116,211  26 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  account  of  maintenance $103,079  38 

Returned  to  Comptroller,  chapter   572,   Laws   of 

1899 12,817  84 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1908 314  09 

Total $116,211  26 


:£ 


CLASSIFIED  SUMMARY  OF  EXPENDITURES. 

On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 

for  Feeble-Minded  Children  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1908: 

IBalaries   and   wages* $42,567  19 

Expenses  of  officers  and  managers 92  74 

Provisions 23,838  24 

Household  stores 3,723  97 

Clothing.    5,221  94 

Fuel   and  light 15,625  62 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 798  79 

Shop,  farm  and  garden .' 7,830  08 

Ordinary  repairs 313  12 

Transportation  of  inmates 34  31 

Miscellaneous 3,043  33 

Total $103,079  33 

ASSETS  SEPTEMBER  30,  1908. 

Balance   in   cash $314  09 

Due  from  individuals  for  board,   instruction   and 

clothing 130  40 

Due  from  counties   for   clothing 457  00 

Due  from  State  Treasurer  on  unexpended  appro- 
priations   322  94 


Total  assets $1,224  43 


•  Incluaes  $3,058.03  expeiulod  for  salaries  and  wages  of  employeeH  engaged 
in  th<^  manufacture  of,  and  repairs  to  clothing,  and  formerly  charged  to 
accoiuit  of  clothing. 
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In  the  foregoing  tables  are  presented  the  financial  statistics  of 
the  institution  for  the  fiscal  year.  The  first  table  shows  the  re- 
ceipts, the  second  the  disbursements,  the  third  their  application 
for  maintenance  in  the  customary  summarized  form,  and  the 
fourth  the  available  assets  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  year's  receipts  show  an  increase  of  nearly  $7,000  over 
those  for  1907,  the  increase  being  made  up  by  State  appro- 
priations, by  moneys  received  from  counties  for  clothing  and 
from  pay  cases.  The  other  items  in  the  table  consisting  of  shop 
and  farm  products  and  the  sale  of  old  material  each  show  a 
slight  decrease. 

Under  the  table  of  disbursements,  besides  the  amount  expended 
for  maintenance  $103,079.33,  is  also  included  the  amount  $12,- 
817.84  received  from  all  sources  other  than  State  appropriations, 
which  under  a  requirement  of  the  law  were  forwarded  monthly 
to  the  State  Comptroller.  This  latter  amount  by  legislative  ap- 
propriation then  became  available  for  the  year's  maintenance, 
after  being  turned  into  the  State  treasury. 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  as  above  noted  exceed  those  for 
1907  by  over  $6,000,  the  largest  of  any  in  the  previous  history  of 
the  institution,  and  easily  attributed  to  the  increased  cost  of 
living,  and  the  prevailing  rise  in  wages  of  employees  which  be- 
came necessary  during  the  year  1907.  The  expenditures  for  the 
year,  as  compared  with  those  for  1907,  as  classified  under  the 
third  table  show  an  increase  of  $2,071.28  in  salaries  and  wages, 
of  $3,125.45  in  provisions,  of  $1,720.78  in  fuel  and  light,  of 
$633.42  in  shop,  farm  and  garden,  and  of  $244.00  in  ordinary 
repairs;  a  decrease  of  $1.63  in  the  expenses  of  officers  and  man- 
agers, of  $539.41  in  household  stores,  of  $200.79  for  clothing,  of 
$62.15  for  hospital  and  medical  supplies,  of  $89.90  for  trans- 
portation of  inmates,  and  of  $123.94  in  miscellaneous. 

By  special  appropriations  the  expenditures  amounted  to  $5,- 
623.96  of  which  sum  a  total  of  $675.41  was  for  various  purposes 
in  developing,  maintaining  and  extending  industries.  The  larger 
portion  $4,948.55  included  $1,580.50  for  continuing  the  improve- 
ments to  plumbing  and  showier  baths,  $1,689.65  for  general  re- 
pairs and  et^uipment,  $300.00  for  a  refrigerator  room  in  connec- 
tion with  the  main  kitchen,  $337.20  for  an  office  safe  for  books 
and  papers,  $41.20  for  renewals  to  the  boiler  plant,  and  $1,000 
in  the  purchase  of  three  new  pianos  for  the  school  rooms. 
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The  plumbing  improvementa  above  mentioned  and  which  were 
under  contract  at  the  close  of  last  vear  consisted  of  renewals  in 
the  toilet  rooms  on  the  first  and  second  floors  of  the  children's 
apartments  and  of  the  officers'  toilet  room  on  the  third  floor  in 
the  south  wing  and  in  the  toilet  room  at  the  laundry.  By  the 
completion  of  this  work  shower  baths  are  now  provided  for  the 
children  in  all  departments  of  the  buildings  except  at  the  hos- 
pital where  it  was  thought  for  general  uses  the  tub  system  would 
better  meet  the  requirements.  The  plumbing  improvements  as 
contemplated  upon  the  institution  premises  are  now  all  completed 
except  those  at  the  medical  assistant's  quarters  and  at  the  super- 
intendent's residence,  and  for  which  purposes  an  appropriation 
was  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  1908.  By  the  same  act  appro- 
priations were  made  for  reconstructing  the  cow  stables  at  Fair- 
mount  farm,  for  the  exterior  painting  of  the  north  wing  and  the 
rear  walls  of  the  main  building,  for  a  new  roof  upon  the  stable, 
and  for  general  repairs  and  equipment,  the  whole  amount  aggre^ 
gating  $4,500.  At  this  writing  the  exterior  painting  and  the  re- 
construction of  the  cow  stables  are  completed,  the  specifications 
for  the  plumbing  improvements  are  being  prepared,  the  contract 
for  the  new  stable  roof  has  been  made  and  the  work  is  being  per- 
formed. The  cow  stables  have  cement  flooring  and  troughs,  new 
stanchions,  and  a  steel  ceiling.  A  room  for  aerating  the  milk 
is  attached  to  the  stables.  The  plans  for  the  stables  were  en- 
tirely devised  by  the  steward  and  farmer,  and  in  their  arrange- 
ment and  construction  the  stables  are  pronounced  "  ideal "  by 
both  the  city  and  state  health  authorities. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  managers  held  on  October  14th 
it  was  unanimously  voted  to  request  the  following  items  of  appro- 
priation from  the  next  Legislature: 

1.  For  providing  and  placing  two  new  150  H.  P. 

boilers $7,000 

2.  For  engines,  dynamos,  etc.,  for  installing  an  elec- 

tric light  plant 7,500 

3.  For  extend irg  the  stonewall  fence  on  Grand  ave- 

nue to  Harbor  Brook  and  continuing  with  an 
iron  fence  around  the  west  and  north  lines  of 
the  institution  premises , 3,000 
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4.  For  securing  a  water  supply,  fire  protection,  elec- 

tric lighting,  plumbing,  sewage,  and  cold  storage 
facilities  at  the  Fairmount  farm.  (Amount  to 
be  determined  later.) 

5.  For  new  school  desks,  two  typewriters,  new  beds 

and  otiier  furniture $2,000 

6.  For  changing  the  swing  of  outside  doors  in  the 

various  buildings 600 

7.  For  new  fire  hose 500 

8.  For   repairs   and   equipment 2,500 

9.  For  additional  maintenance  for  the  current  fiscal 

year 7,500 

10.  For  maintenance  the  next  fiscal  year 95,000 

For  the  first  two  items  appropriations  were  requested  last  year 
but  not  obtained.  The  reasons  for  the  need  of  the  two  new 
boilers  and  the  electric  light  plant  exist  in  greater  force  to-day 
than  a  year  ago  and  were  given  in  our  last  year's  report  as 
follows :  *^  The  renewals  to  the  boiler  plant  consisted  of  resetting 
the  boiler  purchajsed  (known  as  No.  4)  and  repairs  to  and  sup- 
plying with  new  tubes  boilers  Nos.  5  and  6.  These  boilers  are 
all  old,  the  last  two  mentioned  we  know  to  have  been  in  use  for 
over  thirty  years.  The  insurance  company's  inspector  reported 
them  last  summer  as  hardly  worth  repairing  and  after  the  repairs 
were  made  would  permit  them,  including  No.  4,  to  be  used  at  only 
fifteen  pounds  pressure.  It  is  believed  that  if  nothing  unforeseen 
happens,  these  boilers  will  be  serviceable  for  this  season  and  next 
but  in  view  of  their  condition  and  of  possible  contingencies  the 
board  has  decided  to  request  an  appropriation  of  $7,000  to  re- 
place them  by  two  of  larger  capacity,  150  horsepower  each.  With 
this  appropriation  available  next  summer  the  new  boilers  can  be 
secured  on  a  rush  order  if  necessary  and  if  not,  a  contract  for  their 
installation  can  be  made  early  in  the  season  of  1909. 

Owing  to  the  continually  increasing  cost  of  electric  lighting 
and  the  inability  to  secure  a  lower  rate  from  the  Syracuse  Light- 
ing Company  the  board,  at  its  November  meeting,  also  determined 
to  request  an  appropriation  of  $7,500  for  the  purchase  of  engines, 
dynamos,  etc.,  to  produce  our  own  electric  lighting  and  for  which, 
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upon  the  installation  of  the  new  boilers  above  mentioned,  the 
power  required  will  be  fully  provided." 

Regarding  Item  3  the  Board  desires  to  urge  the  need  of  the 
fence  as  noted.  A  wall  fence  extends  from  Burnet  Park  along 
the  entire  eastern  boundary  of  the  institution  premises  and  a. 
short  distance  up  Grand  avenue  along  the  southern  boundary. 
A  tight  high  board  fence  extends  the  rest  of  the  distance  on 
Grand  avenue  and  along  the  western  boundary.  On  the  northern 
line  there  is  a  barbed  wire  fence  and  a  partial  hedge.  The  board 
fence  is  getting  old,  tumbling  down,  and  must  soon  be  replaced 
in  some  manner.  The  barbed  wire  fence  is  of  no  practical  use 
in  keeping  out  either  pilferers  or  mischievous  boys,  and  from 
such  persons  the  institution  is  in  great  need  of  protection.  A  high 
iron  fence  we  believe  offers  the  best  means  of  giving  the  needed 
protection  and  we  therefore  recommend  a  special  appropriation 
for  the  purposa 

Concerning  Item  4,  a  water  supply,  etc.,  for  the  Fairmount 
farm,  we  quote  from  our  October  monthly  report  as  follows: 
"  As  a  result  of  the  typhoid  fever  epidemic  which  prevailed  here 
during  the  months  of  August  and  September  and  which  appeared 
to  have  its  origin  at  the  Fairmount  farm,  the  investigations  by 
the  health  authorities,  by  a  committee  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities,  and  by  members  of  this  Board  led  up  very  strongly 
to  the  importance  of  a  better  water  supply  at  the  farm. 

When  the  farm  was  first  occupied  as  a  branch  of  the  institution, 
a  windmill  was  put  up  at  a  spring  in  one  of  the  lower  lots  on  the 
farm  and  water  was  forced  from  that  point  to  the  cottage.  A 
few  years  thereafter,  this  supply  was  found  to  be  inadequate  and 
the  quality  of  the  water  questionable.  Then  an  attempt  was  made 
to  find  water  by  a  driven  well  on  the  hill  near  the  cottage.  A 
small  amount  of  water  was  secured  at  this  point  but  it  was  totally 
inadequate.  A  third  attempt  was  made  near  the  bam  buildings. 
Here  an  abundant  supply  was  secured  but  after  a  few  years  use 
it  was  pronounced  of  doubtful  quality.  This  well  was  then  used 
for  watering  stock,  and  for  cleaning  and  bathing  purposes;  but 
the  drinking  water  was  carried  in  cans  from  the  institution  in 
Syracuse  until  the  present  windmill  well  was  put  in  operation 
on  the  hill  west  of  the  barn  buildings.     Here  water  was  found 
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in  abundance,  but  at  a  depth  of  over  a  hundred  feet.  The  water 
from  this  well  has  always  been  pronounced  exceptionally  pure 
but  the  depth  of  the  well  makes  a  very  heavy  strain  upon  the  mill 
while  in  action.  It  is  located  upon  a  very  exposed  summit  and 
the  consequent  hard  work  and  severe  winds  frequently  place  the 
mill  out  of  order.  Times  have  occurred  when  prolonged  delays 
have  taken  place  in  getting  repairs  made  to  the  mill  and  at  other 
times  there  has  not  been  sufficient  wind  for  one  or  two  weeks,  and 
the  reservoirs  became  empty.  Such  an  occasion  occurred  a  few 
weeks  ago,  and  for  more  than  a  week  the  boys  had  to  go  without 
water  for  bathing,  and  the  cows  had  to  be  supplied  by  hand  pump- 
ing and  carrying  water  in  pails  from  the  old  well  near  the  bam. 

The  main  conduit  from  Skaneateles  Lake  to  the  reservoir  sup- 
plying the  city  of  Syracuse  with  water  was  laid  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Fairmount  farm  property.  Soon  after 
the  city  of  Syracuse  began  to  receive  its  supply  from  Skaneateles 
Lake,  the  Board  made  an  effort  to  gain  permission  to  tap  the 
main  line  near  the  Fairmount  farm  but  were  refused  consent  on 
the  ground  first  that  legislation  would  be  required,  as  under  the 
law  no  water  could  be  taken  from  the  Skaneateles  Lake  supply 
outside  of  the  city  of  Syracuse;  second,  that  the  engineers  upon 
whose  advice  the  city  of  Syracuse  must  rely  would  not  under  any 
circumstances  or  conditions  permit  the  tapping  of  the  main  con- 
duit line.  The  same  obstacles  are  still  in  existence  and  practically 
preclude  a  Skaneateles  Lake  supply. 

Some  years  later  the  village  of  Solvay  began  supplying  itself 
with  water  from  a  pumping  station  about  one-half  mile  from  the 
Fairmount  cottage.  An  effort  was  again  made  by  the  Board  to 
secure  water  for  the  farm  from  the  Solvay  supply  but  the  request 
was  refused  on  the  ground  that  their  water  supply  was  not  always 
suflBcient  for  the  village  consumption. 

Within  the  past  year  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  has  been 
laying  a  conduit  line  from  Otisco  Lake  to  Syracuse  and  other 
points  along  the  line  of  the  railroad.  The  conduit  of  this  line  lies 
right  along  the  south  border  of  the  farm  and  at  a  trifling  dis- 
tance from  the  main  cottage  and  barns.  The  Board  has  made 
inquiry  of  the  Otisco  Lake  Water  Company  concerning  a  water 
supply  to  the  Fairmount  farm  property.    Up  to  the  present  time 
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no  definite  reply  has  been  received,  but  there  is  not  nrnch  doubt 
in  the  minds  of  the  Board  that  an  offer  will  be  made  to  supply 
the  place  with  water.  If  the  analysis  of  the  water  and  the  rate 
offered  are  satisfactory,  the  Board  will  proceed  to  see  what  will  be 
required  to  properly  supply  these  premises  with  the  water  from 
Otisco  Lake.  We  are  informed  that  the  construction  of  the  line 
will  not  be  completed  until  probably  some  time  next  spring  or 
summer.  However,  in  anticipation  thereof  the  Board  voted  to 
ask  the  State  architect  to  send  a  sanitary  engineer  to  look  over 
the  Fairmount  situation  without  delay,  in  order  that  plans  and 
estimates  may  be  made,  and  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose 
requested  of  the  next  Legislature." 

For  Item  5  an  appropriation  is  requested  to  meet  new  condi- 
tions, out-of-date  and  worn-out  desks,  beds  and  other  furniture 
and  appliances. 

Item  6  was  recommended  by  the  State  architect  as  a  means  of 
affording  greater  facility  of  egress  from  the  buildings  in  case  of 
fire. 

Item  7.  No  new  fire  hose  has  been  purchased  for  many  years. 
It  is  feared  that  some  we  have  at  present  is  getting  weak  with 
age  and  might  not  stand  the  water  pressure  if  put  into  actual 
service. 

Item  8.  A  large  amount  of  general  repair  work  is  needed,  such 
as  new  flooring,  steel  ceiling,  tiling,  etc.,  etc. 

Item  9.  The  increased  cost  of  living  and  wages  coupled  with 
the  shortage  in  the  farm  crops  due  to  the  prolonged  drought  of 
the  past  season  makes  it  evident  to  the  board  that  the  amount 
appropriated  for  maintenance  will  prove  quite  inadequate.  The 
direct  appropriation  for  maintenance  is  $86,000  and  the  indirect, 
or  refund  amount  is  $14,000.  The  latter  amount  is  about  $2,000 
more  than  can  be  expected  for  refund  through  our  receipts.  The 
two  appropriations  therefore,  while  nominally  $100,000  are  really 
but  about  $98,000.  The  total  cost  for  the  past  year  was  over 
$103,000.  We  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  keep  up  repairs  and 
the  standard  of  maintenance  for  less  than  the  amount  expended 
last  vear. 

In  its  report  for  last  year  the  Board  expressed  its  gratification 
in  the  knowledge  "  that  the  recommendation  first  made  by  this 
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board  in  its  report  for  1903  and  repeated  in  1904,  1905  and  1906 
for  the  creation  and  establishment  of  another  asylum  for  the 
idiotic,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  took  on  embryonic  life  at 
the  last  legislative  session  in  the  appointment  of  a  commission 
with  authority  to  examine  sites  and  determine  the  location.  Th( 
waiting  lists  at  the  Craig  Colony  and  the  various  existing  insti- 
tutions for  the  idiotic  and  feeble-minded  are  all  large  and  there 
is  great  need  of  the  institution.  It  ih  truly  hoped  that  neither  lack 
of  funds  nor  other  causes  will  delay  its  early  erection  and  organ- 
ization." It  is  now  a  further  source  of  gratification  to  know  the 
hope  then  entertained  took  on  still  more  tangible  shape  in  a  suf- 
ficient appropriation  by  the  Legislature  of  1908  for  the  purchase 
of  a  large  tract  of  land  for  the  establishment  of  the  institution 
on  the  site  selected  by  the  Commission  near  Haverstraw,  N.  Y. 
As  nothing  has  occurred  in  the  interval  to  change  our  opinion, 
the  observations  and  recommendations  made  by  the  Board  at  the 
conclusion  of  its  report  last  year  are  repeated  in  this  report 

"  There  is  a  fast  growing  interest,  to  quite  an  extent  among 
charity  workers  and  especially  so  among  teachers  and  principals 
of  the  public  schools,  in  the  need  of  a  different  training  for 
feeble-minded  and  very  backward  children,  one  or  more  of 
whom  are  found  in  attendance  at  many  of  the  schools  throughout 
the  State.  These  children  drag  along  in  a  listless,  inattentive 
way,  make  very  little  progress,  are  teased,  tantalized  and  easily 
coaxed  into  mischief  or  wrong-doing  by  their  brighter  com- 
panions. Applications  for  such  children  are  coming  to  us  in 
steadily  increasing  numbers,  from  the  sources  mentioned.  Thej 
are  out  of  place  in  the  public  schools  and  should  receive  the 
training  of  an  institution  or  school  especially  adapted  to  the  pur 
pose.  The  reasons  are  many  and  obvious  why  such  institution! 
should  care  for  and  instruct  the  two  sexes  separately  and  we  be- 
lieve when  a  new  institution  for  the  purpose  is  established  it 
should  be  for  boys  alone.  Then,  as  soon  as  put  in  readiness,  all 
teachable  boys  at  this  institution  should  be  removed  to  it  and  the 
remaining  ones  to  the  custodial  institutions.  This  institution 
could  then  be  left  as  a  training-school  for  feeble-minded  girls. 
The  location  here  is  a  desirable  one  for  girls ;  it  is  not  so  for  boys. 
The  site  is  beautiful  and  pleasant  but  the  acreage  is  limited  and 
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cannot  be  extended.  It  is  ample  for  five  hundred  girls,  but  boys 
need  more  territory  both  for  recreation  and  occupation.  We  be- 
lieve in  a  general  provision  of  the  State  for  all  classes  of  its 
feeble-minded ;  we  believe  in  schools  for  the  young  and  teachable, 
and  custodial  institutions  for  the  adult  and  unteachable  but  what- 
ever the  purpose  we  believe  all  such  institutions  should  provide 
for  each  sex  separately  and  exclusively.  In  framing  a  further 
future  policy  for  the  needs  6i  the  feeble-minded  we  trust  these 
recommendations  will  receive  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
State  Board  of  Charities  and  the  Legislature." 

In  conclusion  the  Board  with  deep  regret  here  makes  public 
record  of  the  death  of  one  of  its  mo.^t  esteemed  members,  Mr. 
William  H.  Warner,  which  occurred  after  a  brief  illness  Decem- 
ber 27th,  1907.  As  a  tribute  to  his  memory  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  board  at  a  special  meeting  held  December  28th, 
1907,  will  be  found  as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 

W.  W.  CHENEY, 
ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE, 
HENRY  M.  ROWLING, 
WM.  D.  DUNNING, 
EDWARD   S.   VAN   DUYN, 
F.  A.  LYMAN, 
P.  A.  LUDDEN. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


James  C.  Carson,  Treasurer  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Foeble-Minded  Children,  in  current  account  with  the  State 
of  New  York  for  cash  received  and  expended  for  the  general  sup- 
plies and  for  salaries  and  wages  of  officers,  teachers,  attendants 
and  other  employees  of  said  institution,  etc.,  during  the  year  end- 
ing September  30,  1908: 

RESOURCES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1907 $6  01 

State  appropriations  for  maintenance 102,387  41 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. .  .  9,717  00 
Receipts  from   pay  cases,  board,   instruction   and 

clothing 2,382  50 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shops 21  80 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 552  57 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 141  52 

Miscellaneous 2  45 

^— ^— ^^— ^^^^^^■^— ^i^^^i^ 

Total $116,711  26 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1907 $10,250  38 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of  No-  * 

vember,  1907 9,119  51 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of  De- 
cember, 1907 9,503  16 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

January,  1908 10,004  85 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1908 10,161  97 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  month  of 

March,  1908 9,367  48 


1^ 

ifa^.  i:;<;r S.4^?l  23 

^  ir.^,  I :>«0^   7.*>')1>  S3 

V/arrar.*-*    of    ^x^r-irlre    rr.rri.T.iTtee    for    m'-n'k    of 

J.r,  ir.H^ 7.074:  10 

V/arrar.*-*    of   ^xf-r-irire    c»,rr.rr.i:tee    f^r    ni«>L:a    ••f 

A  ,^;-%  If/^ij »>.151  97 

V/anran*-    of   ^-x^-r"r;re   c»^rrirrii:ree    for    m-'iitli   of 

H^'p^f-rfAj^-r,  1 1>0-» <5,S62  39 

To*al $103,079  33 

■  ■           ■     ^  ^  ^ 

I»/r»jrTi'd    fo   r'orrijt roller,   chapter   5S0,   Laws   of 

l^Jl'^ $12,S17  S4 

Jialanre  in  har*k  Octoli^r  1,  IdOS 314  09 

T^.tal $116,711  26 

There  WHA  receive  J  and  expended  under  special  appropriations, 
chapter  '57 1  and   chapter  OSO,  Laws  of  1906;  chapter  578  and 
chaj»tcr  'n\,  Lavv-i  of  1007;  and  chapter  469,  Laws  of  1908: 
Api»ropriation    for   cr/ntinning   plumbing,   chapter 
686,  Law-*  of  1906,  ca.«h  received  from  Comp- 
troller    $857  50 

Vouchers  parti,  aggregating 857  50 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $0  12 

Apj)ropriatir)n  for  completing  plumbing  and  sew- 
age, chapter  374,  Laws  of  1906,  cash  received 

from   ('orni)troller $723  00 

VoucherH   j)aid,   aggregating 723  00 
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Appropriation  for  developing,  maintaining  and  ex- 
tending industries,  chapter  686,  Laws  of  1906, 
cash  received  from   Comptroller $266  13 

Vouchers  paid,   aggregating. 266  18 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $31  02 

Appropriation  for  purchase  of  pianos,  chapter  571, 

Laws  of  1907,  cash  received  from  Comptroller. .         $1,000  00 
Voucher  paid 1,000  00 

Appropriation  for  office  safe,   chapter  571,  Laws 

of  1907,  cash  received  from  Comptroller $337  20 

Voucher  paid 337  20 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $12  80 


An  appropriation  for  refrigerator  room,  chapter 
571,  Laws  of  1907,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller     $300  00 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 300  00 


Appropriation  for  renewals  to  boiler  plant,  chapter 
571,  Laws  of  1907,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller      $41  20 

Voucher  paid 41  20 


Balance  appropriation  unexpended $0  28 


Appropriation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter 
571,  Laws  of  1907,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller    $785  46 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 785  46 


Balance   appropriation   unexpended $1  32 
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Appropriation  for  industries  and  their  mainte- 
nance, chapter  578,  Laws  of  1'907,  cash  received 
from   Comptroller $409  2& 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 409  28 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $196  11 

Appropriation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter 
469,  Laws  of  1908,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller    $904  19 

Vouchers  paSd,    aggregating &04  19 

■ 
Balance  appropriation  unexpended $3,595  81 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during  the 

fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1908 : 
Continuing  plumbing,  chapter  686,  Laws  of  19Q6.  $857  50 

Completing  plumbing  and  sewerage,  chapter  374, 

Laws  of  1906 723  OO 

Developing,  maintaining  and  extending  industries, 

chapter  686,  Laws  of  1906 266  la 

Purchase  of  three  pianos,   chapter   571,   Laws  of 

1907 1,000  00 

Purchase  of  office  safe,  chapter  571,  Laws  of  1907.  337  20 

Refrigerator  room,  chapter  571,  Laws  of  1907 300  00 

Eencwals   to  boiler   plant,   chapter   571,   Laws   of 

1907 41  20 

Repairs    and    equipment,    chapter    571,    Laws    of 

1907 785  46 

Industries  and  maintenance,  chapter  578,  Laws  of 

1907 409  28 

Repairs    and    equipment,    chapter    462,    Laws    of 

1908 904  19 

■  '  ■    ■ 

Total $5,623  96 
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Special  unexpended  appropriations  still  available,  chapters  i>73 
and  571,  Laws  of  1907 ;  and  chapter  469,  Laws  of  1908 : 

Industries  and  maintenance,  chapter  578,  Laws  of 

1907 $196  11 

Office  safe,  chapter  571,  Laws  of  1907 12  80 

Renewals  to  boiler  plant,  chapter  671,  Laws  of 

1907 28 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  469,  Laws  of  1908.  3,595  81 

Total $3,805  00 
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REPORT   OF   THE   SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children: 

Gentlemen. —  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law 
and  your  board  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  ex- 
hibiting statistics  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
September  30,  1908 : 

MOVEMENT  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

Boys.         Girls.         Tota 

Present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 253       264:       517 

Absent  on  vacation 16  9         25 

Since  admitted 39         36         75 

Total  for  the  year 308       309       617 

Discharged 32  24  56 

Died 2  4  6 

Present  at  the  close  of  the  year 255  269  524 

Absent  on  vacation 19  12  31 

Total  on  the  rolls 274  281  555 

Average  daily  attendance 256  264  520 

Total  number   of  weeks'  board  furnished   to   the 

pupils 27,158 


n 


Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses  except  clothing $94,798  46 

Cost  of  clothing 8,280  87 

Total  cost $103,079  33 
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Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruc- 
tion of  pupils $3  49 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing 3  80 

Yearly  per  capita  cost 198  69 


re 


The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during 
the  year : 

Epilepsy 1 

Erysipelas 1 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 1 

Pneumonia 1 

Typhoid  fever    2 

Total   6 


HOSPITAL  RECOKD  OF  DISEASES  TREATED. 

Abscess 17 

Adenitis 2 

Alopecia  areata 1 

Anaemia 2 

Asthma 1 

Bronchitis,  acute 26 

Bronchitis,   chronic    2 

Burns 3 

Carbolic  poisoning 1 

Conjunctivitis,  acute   9 

Conjunctivitis,  chronic    2 

Contusions 5 

Dvsmenorrhoea 1 

Eczema 53 

Enteritis 6 

Epilepsy 3 

Erysipelas 1 

Furunculosis 7 

Gastritis,  acute 55 

Hemorrhoids  .  .  . 1 
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Herpe**  zoster 1 

Icthyosis 1 

Influenza 2 

Jaundice,  catarrhral C 

I/ead  poisoning 1 

Menorrhagia 11 

Otitis,  acute 3 

Pharyngitis 2 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 3 

Pneumonia - 3 

Pleurisy 1 

Rheumatism,  acute   ^' 

Rhinitis,  purulent 6 

Ringworm 6 

Scabies 29 

Synovitis 1 

Tonsillitis 26 

Typhoid  fever 17 

Ulcer 7 

Urticaria 4 

Varicella 1 

Wounds,  incised 3 

Unclassified 11 

OPERATIONS. 

Abscess,  ischio  rectal 1 

Abscess,  mammary 1 

Abscessj  vulvo  vaginal 1 

Adenoids  and  tonsils  removed  10 

Amputation,  breast 1 

Circumcisions 21 

Fissure  of  anus 1 

Hernia,  inguinal 1 

Ludwig's  angina 1 

Varicocele 1 


I 

i 
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The  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pupils  by  coun- 
ties for  the  year : 

Remaining  Remaining 

Sept.  30  Sept.  30. 

1907.     Admitted     Discharged      .  _   1908 

Albany 15  3  4  14 

Allegany 8  0  0  8 

Broome 5  5  0  '  10 

Cattaraugus 3  0  1  2 

Cayuga 4  0  0  4 

Chautauqua 3  1  0  4 

Chemung 12  1  0  13 

Chenango 3  0  0  3 

Clinton 3  0  0  3 

Columbia 12  1  0  13 

Cortland 2  1  1  2 

Delaware 6  0  0  5 

Dutchess 4  0  1  3 

Erie 48  6  8  51 

Essex 4  0  1  3 

Franklin 0  0  0  0 

Eulton 1  2  0  8 

Genesee 5  0  2  8 

idreene 0  0  0  0 

Hamilton 0  0  0  0 

Herkimer 1  1  0  2 

Jefferson 11  3  0  14 

Kings 35  4  9  30 

Lewis 3  0  0  3 

Livingston 6  0  2  4 

Madison 5  1  0  6 

Monroe 19  11  4  26 

Montgomery 5  1  1  6 

Nassau 1  0  1  0 

New  York 105  11  14  102 

Niagara 3  0  1  2 

Oneida 21  6  2  25 

Onondaga 29  1  0  30  . 

Ontario i. 8  2  19 

Orange 11  2  1  12 
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Remaining; 
Sepi.  30, 
1907.     Admitted. 


Discharged. 


Orleans 0 

Oswego 7 

Otsego 14 

Putnam 1 

Queens 4 

Rensselaer 13 

Richmond 1 

Rockland 5 

St.  Lawrence 11 

Saratoga 6 

Schenectady 1 

Schoharie 4 

Schuyler 2 

Seneca 0 

Steuben 11 

SuflFolk 2 

Sullivan 5 

Tioga 5 

Tompkins 7 

Ulster 8 

Warren 4 

Washington 3 

Wayne 5 

Westchester 16 

Wyoming 2 

Yates 6 


542 


0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

75 


62 


Remaining 

Sept.  30, 

1908. 

0 

r 

14 
1 
5 

14r 

1 

5 

11 
«; 

2 
3 
2 
0 
11 
2 

4 


V 


4 

IS 

2 

5 


555 


The  matron  presents  the  report  of  work  done  during  the  school 
hours  by  the  following  industrial  classes : 


SEWING  CLASSES. 
Boys'  List. 


Aprons,  kitchen. 
Aprons,  barber's. 


72 
3 
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Bath  cloths 28 

Bibs. 315 

Caps,  baker's 12 

Collars 2^6 

Doormats 34 

Handkerchiefs 1,366 

Neckties 70 

Pillowcases 452 

Pillowticks 68 

Puzzles  sawed 38 

Sheets 426 

Suspenders,  pairs 62 

Tablecloths , 6 

Towels 627 

Towels,  roller 169 

Girls'  List. 

Aprons 105 

Band< 73 

Caps,   baker's 12 

Curtains,  sash 7 

Drawers,  pairs 38 

Dresses 425 

Dresses  repaired ,. 40 

Dust  cloths 86 

Handkerchiefs 205 

Jelly  bags 4 

Kimonas " .  . .  .  2 

Mattress  covers 11' 

Names   on  garments Ill 

Napkins 156 

Nightdresses 277 

Pillowcases 99 

Sheets Ill 

Skirts,  under , 33 

Stocking  bags 6 

Tablecloths 5 

Towels 370 
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Towels,  hemstitched 6 

Waists,  under 6 

Washcloths 70 

Besides  a  large  amount  of  crocheting,  embroidery  and  other 
fancy  work. 

South  Wing  Sewing  Room. 

Drawers,  pair 76 

Shirts 229 

Skirts 171 

Waists,  boys'  .  . 103 

Waists,  girls' 162 

And  a  large  amount  of  mending. 

Girls^  Building  List 

Aprons 136 

Buttonholes,  extra 4,975 

Bands 335 

Bibs 20 

Blankets  hemmed 16 

Curtains 6 

Dishcloths 42 

Drawers 148 

Dresses 267 

Dressing  sacks 3 

Dustcloths 28 

Garters,  pairs 110 

Holders ' 179 

Handkerchiefs , 159 

Mattress  covers 63 

Napkins 301 

New  sleeves 132 

N^ames  sewed  on 972 

Nightdresses ; 122 

Pillowcases 242 

Sheets 86 

Shirtwaists 10 

Shoebags 6 

Skirt* 102 
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Skirts,  under 35 

Tablecloths  4 

ToweU 137 

Underwaists 134 

Washcloths 62 

And  a  large  amount  of  mending,  crocheting,  embroidery  and 
other  fancy  work. 

Boys'  Tailoring  List. 

Aprons 38 

Bloomers,  pairs 2 

Coats , 71 

Jackets 2 

Laundry  bags 2 

Overalls 133 

Pillows  ticks 48 

Sheets 18 

Suits 217 

Tablecloths   7 

Trousers 309 

Class  at  Hosemahing. 

Boys'  hose,  pairs 574 

Girls'  hose,  pairs.  . 1,834 

Hose  refooted,  pairs 1,669 

All  of  the  mending  except  at  the  girls'  building. 

Class  at  Shoemaking. 

Shoes,  pairs 42 

Shoes,  repaired,  pairs 3,846 

Also  miscellaneous  harness  repairs. 

Brush  Shop,  Fairmount. 

Brushes,   scrub,   gross 12V^ 

Sloyd  Class, 

Boards,  key 10 

Boards,  pressing 3 
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lioard?",  sleeve ft 

Boxes,  knife 7 

Boxes,  money 5 

Bracfkets,  comer 6 

Cabinctd,  book 2 

Frames,  embroidery 4 

•Hangers,   coat.    .    .  .t 37 

Holdf  rs,  broom 6 

Holders,   necktie 9 

Holder*^,  pen 4 

Holders,  tof/thbnish S 

Racks,  hat 5 

Hacks,    tr>oI 7 

Kestfl,  df'sk,  arm 2 

Hollers,  towel 4 

Stands,  coffee  pot 5 

Stands,  magazine 3 

Stand,  umbrella 1 

Stools,  foot 14 

Tables,   sewing 2 

Tabourets 4 

Trays,  pen 4 

The  steward  reports  the  following  as  the  products  of  the  farm 
and  garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30.  1908: 

FARM  PRODUCE. 
Eggs: 
852     dozen  eggs $190  42 

Moftts : 

189 J  pounds  chicken 31  43 

151     poxmds  duck 27  96 

204     pounds  lard - 20  40 

3,987     pounds  pork 338  90 

Milk: 
170,035     quarts  milk 8,192   56 
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Farm  foods: 

56(*     bushels  beots,  Swedes 

150     bushels  corn 

120     tons  ensilage 

dfl     tons   corn  fodder 

133     tons  hay 

GOO     bushels  oats 

27     tons  straw 

140     bushels   wheat 

Sale  of  farm  products 

GARDEN  PRODUCE. 

121)     bushels  apples 

l,2r)5     bunches  asparagus 

141^  bushels  beets   

40  bushels  beet  greens 

14     bushels  string  beans 

41  bushels  lima  beans 

415     (]uarts  cherries 

80     bunches  chives 

30    bushels  currants 

1,930     heads  celery 

3,571     heads  cabbage 

660     heads  cauliflower 

92     bushels  carrots 

350     dozens  cucumbers 

35,200     cucumbers,   pickling 

286     bushels  sweet  com 

14     dozen  egg  plant 

400     pounds  grapes 

130     quarts  gooseberries 

577     dozen  heads  lettuce 

6^  dozen  musk  melons 

1,930     bunches  green  onions 

78     bushels  late  onions 

133     bushels  parsnips 

33     bushels  green  peas 

30     dozen  peppers 


$109 

80 

50 

00 

000 

00 

405 

00 

2,050 

00 

315 

00 

250 

00 

122 

50 

550 

57 

94 

70 

03 

25 

61 

23 

10 

00 

12 

60 

38 

28 

31 

00 

3 

32 

.  67 

50 

72 

45 

170 

55 

40  75 

30 

00 

92 

95 

101 

60 

143 

00 

19 

30 

12 

00 

10 

40 

310  70 

3 

90 

72 

45 

71 

13 

59 

85 

28 

05 

14  48 

30  [Assembly 


58     bushels  pears ,. . . 

6     bushels  plums 

537     bushels  potatoes 

599     quarts  raspberries 

1,800    bunches  radishes 

2,623     bunches  rhubarb 

65     bunches  sage 

23     bushels  squash,   summer 
2,385     pounds  squash,  winter,  . 
2^  bushels  Swiss  chard  .  . . , 

65     quarts  strawberries 

552^  bushels  tomatoes , 

127^  bushels  turnips 

19     bushels  vegetable  oysters  , 


$46  40 

6  na 

457 

20 

59 

3a 

44 

65 

71 

6a 

2 

23 

8 

50 

67 

95 

2 

56 

5 

90 

350 

86 

66 

60 

11 

40 

$16,143  84 

: — : : — f » 

The  applications  received  and  placed  on  record  for  the  year  were 
187  or  41  more  than  for  1907.  Of  the  number  123  were  for 
boys  and  64  for  girls  and,  as  will  be  observed,  the  proportion  for 
the  two  sexes  was  nearly  two  boys  to  one  girl  or  greater  in  that 
relation  than  has  been  the  case  in  previous  years.  Of  the  applica- 
tions received  113  were  accepted  and  placed  on  file  for  admission 
as  vacancies  occur,  and  74  were  rejected  as  being  ineligible  or  in 
some  way  unsuitable.  Of  those  rejected  ten  were  over  and  thir- 
teen under  the  admissible  ages  of  fourteen  and  seven,  fifteen 
were  epileptic,  two  were  helpless,  one  was  thought  to  be  insane, 
and  thirty-three  were  considered  unteachable.  For  the  latter  leason 
a  much  larger  number  were  rejected  than  usual,  at  the  suggestiv)n 
of  the  Committee  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  on  the  Feeble- 
Minded  who  expressed  the  opinion  that  admissions  should  be  con- 
fined more  strictly  to  the  teachable  class. 


The  number  of  admissions  during  the  year  \\  as  seventy-five,  of 
whom  thirty-nine  were  boys  and  thirty-six  girls,  as  compared  with 
sixty-two  boys  and  forty-two  girls  in  1907.     The  total  number  of 
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pupils  on  the  rolls  was  617  or  28  less  than  the  previous  year.    The 
maximum  number  reached  at  any  one  time  was  548. 

There  were  discharged  during  the  year  thirty-two  boys  and 
twenty-four  girls,  and  two  boys  and  four  girls  died,  making  a. 
total  of  sixty-two  discharges  or  forty-two  less  than  for  1907.  Of 
those  discharged  seventeen  boys  and  four  girls  were  transferred, 
to  the  Rome  asylum,  one  boy  at  our  request  was  removed 
by  a  county  official,  one  boy  and  three  girls  were  transferred  to 
Craig  Colony  and  one  girl  to  the  Newark  asylum.  Eleven  boys 
and  eleven  girls  were  removed  by  parents.  One  girl  who  was  re- 
ceived on  trial  from  a  State  hospital  was  found  to  be  insane  and 
returned  to  the  hospital.  Two  girls  were  removed  by  parents  to- 
other states,  and  one  girl  and  two  boys  who  eloped  succeeded  in 
obtaining  employment  sufficient  to  make  themselves  satisfactorily 
8elf-«upporting  and  were  not  returned.  One  girl  died  as  the  re- 
sult of  an  accident  while  at  home  during  the  summer  vacation. 


With  the  exception  of  another  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  during 
the  months  of  July,  August  and  September,  the  general  health  of 
the  institution  population  was  excellent  throughout  the  year.  The 
rirst  three  cases  of  fever  occurred  in  the  family  of  one  of  the  team- 
sters on  the  Fairmount  farm,  the  first  one  about  July  13th,  the 
second  August  5th,  and  the  third  August  10th.  On  the  last  date 
the  disease  also  appeared  in  one  of  the  boys  at  the  Fairmount  farm 
cottage  and  two  days  later  in  one  of  the  employees  here  at  the  in- 
stitution in  Syracuse.  Nine  more  cases  followed  one  another  at 
the  institution  buildings  in  the  remainder  of  the  month  of  August 
and  three  more  in  September,  making  in  all  seventeen  cases,  three 
of  whom  belongeil  to  the  teamster's  family,  four  were  employees, 
and  the  remaining  ten  inmates,  one  from  Fairmount  and  the 
other  nine  from  the  Syracuse  premises.  Of  this  number  all  re- 
covered except  two  of  the  inmates  and  with  one  exception  all 
were  treated  and  provided  for  at  the  institution  hospital,  extra 
nurses  being  employed  to  assist  in  the  work. 

As  it  was  difficult  to  trace  a  connection  between  the  teamster's 
family  and  the  other  cases  of  the  disease  which  occurred,  the  cause 
of  the  disease  was  a  matter  of  much  speculation  but  the  investi- 


32  [Assembly 

gations  made  by  the  city  and  State  health  authorities,  and  by  the 
managers  and  superintendent  all  lead  up  to  the  one  conclusion 
that  the  Fairmount  farm  property  should  have  a  more  abundant 
and  more  reliable  supply  of  water;  and  that,  as  soon  as  a  proper 
water  supply  can  be  secured  there,  a  system  of  plumbing  and  sew- 
age should  be  installed.  It  is  greatly  hoped  on  our  part  that  a  way 
can  be  found  and  that  the  means  will  be  provided  to  bring  about 
the  improvements  recommended  at  Fairmount,  with  the  least  pos- 
sible delay. 

As  heretofore  noted  the  deaths  during  the  year  numbered  six 
which,  with  an  average  daily  population  of  520,  shows  a  mortality 
rate  of  only  a  trifle  over  one  and  one-tenth  per  centum.  The 
average  age  of  those  who  died  was  sixteen  years.  The  causes  of 
death  will  be  found  upon  another  page.  Among  those  mentioned 
was  one  from  erysipelas.  The  case  was  that  of  an  imbecile  girl 
of  the  Mongolian  type.  In  this  case  the  disease  first  appeared 
in  the  hand  and  gradually  extended  up  the  arm  in  the  formation 
of  abscesses  and  from  thence  generally  over  other  portions  of  the 
body.  Four  years  ago  we  reported  upon  three  cases  of  facial  ery- 
sipelas occurring  in  children  of  the  Mongolian  type  in  all  of  whom 
the  disease,  after  covering  the  head  and  face,  extended  and  became 
general.  With  the  added  experience  now  of  another  case  of  this 
disease  among  the  Mongolian  feeble-minded  and  after  again  ob- 
strving  its  disposition  to  spread  and  become  general  in  its  char- 
acter we  are  about  convinced  that  this  is  the  course  it  may  be  ex- 
pected to  follow.  Erysipelas  is  therefore  to  be  considered  a  dis- 
ease of  an  unusually  serious  nature  when  once  it  appears  in  those 
of  the  Mongolian  type.  In  this  connection  the  observations  of 
others  engaged  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  among  the  feeble- 
minded would  be  interesting. 


The  repairs  and  improvements  effected  for  the  past  year  were 
as  usual  mainly  accomplished  by  the  carpenter,  the  painter,  the 
engineer,  an-d  the  gardner  with  boys  for  their  assistants. 

The  carpenter,  besides  remodeling  the  cow  stable©  at  Fairmount 
with  new  stanchions,  steel  ceiling,  and  an  aerator  room,  also  re- 
shingled  the  ice  house,  built  a  new  platform  for  milk,  and  a  new 
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closet  at  the  North  cottage.  At  the  institution,  in  addition  to  the 
many  general  repairs  of  buildings,  fences  and  furniture,  steel  ceil- 
ings were  put  on  in  the  four  sloyd  rooms  and  the  tower  room,  main 
building,  a  new  platform  was  made  for  the  pump  at  the  boiler 
house,  cement  steps  to  replace  the  old  wooden  ones  for  the  outside 
cellar  stairway  at  the  boys'  building,  and  a  combined  storm-house 
and  refrigerator  room  at  the  girls'  building.  There  were  also 
made  at  Fairmount  one  window  frame  for  the  shop,  one  gate,  eight 
window  screens,  one  door  for  the  silo,  one  wagon  reach,  one  set 
clothes  bars,  and  one  screen  door;  and  for  the  institution  eight 
flower  boxes,  one  dump  box,  one  large  movable  wooden  screen  for 
the  south  wing  toilet  room,  nine  nightshirt  racks  for  the  boys' 
building  and  north  wing,  two  vegetables  crates,  three  porch  boxes 
for  plants,  one  wheelbarrow  frame  for  carting  ice,  four  peels  for 
the  baker,  seventy  feet  quarter  round  moulding,  two  large  palm 
boxes,  one  meat  board,  one  mirror  frame,  one  set  steps  for  the  main 
kitchen  refrigerator,  and  one  pair  doors  for  the  boiler  house. 

The  painter's  work,  besides  the  re-setting  of  all  broken  glass,  a 
large  amount  of  kalsomining,  some  re-papering,  and  the  re-vamish- 
ing  of  various  floors  and  other  woodwork  throughout  the  build- 
ings, comprised  the  exterior  painting  of  the  superintendent's  resi- 
dence, the  thre«e  porches  at  the  girls'  building,  the  carpenter  shop, 
the  farm  house,  the  ladder  house,  and  the  aerator  building  at 
Fairmount  while  the  interior  painting  comprised  the  kitchen, 
pantry,  two  closets,  three  day  I'ooms,  the  seamstress's  room  and 
back  stairway  at  the  girls'  building;  the  matron's  sitting  room,  the 
assistant  matron's  room,  the  storerooms,  the  employees'  dining 
room,  three  toilet  rooms,  the  south  room,  the  north  and  south 
school  rooms,  and  the  officers'  dining  room  at  the  main  building; 
two  toilet  rooms  and  the  night  attendant's  room  at  the  south  wing; 
all  of  the  dormitories,  three  toilet  rooms,  and  the  steel  ceilings  of 
the  two  iron  stairways  at  the  boys'  building;  the  steel  ceilings  in 
the  sloyd  rooms  at  the  north  wing  5  the  kitchen,  the  bath  room, 
the  sterilizing  room,  the  niilkcan  room,  and  the  steel  ceilings  in 
the  cow  stables  at  Fairmount. 

The  chief  improv^ement  effected  by  the  engineer  was  the  installa- 
tion of  steam  heat  in  the  building  known  as  the  "  root  cellar," 
by  carrying  a  connection  to  it  under  ground  from  the  boys'  build- 
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iDg.  This  building  was  previously  heated  by  several  stoves  and 
by  one  radiator  in  the  meat  room  which  received  its  heat  from 
the  greenhouse  boiler.  The  stoves  were  all  dispensed  with  and  the 
connection  cut  off  with  the  greenhouse.  By  getting  rid  of  the 
stoves  the  danger  from  fire  was  very  much  lessened,  and  the  safety 
of  many  valuable  supplies  correspondingly  enhanced. 


The  usual  custom  of  opening  the  institution  to  public  visitors 
was  continued  on  thirty-six  Friday  afternoons  during  the  school 
year.  Upon  these  occasions  at  the  exercises  in  the  hall  2,242  per- 
sons were  counted  present  or  an  average  of  sixty-two. 

The  institution  was  oiScially  visited  during  the  year  as  follows: 
On  October  7th  by  the  Hon.  William  R.  Stewart,  President  of 
the  State  Board  of  Charities;  on  October  14th  by  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Kirkbride,  Commissioner  to  locate  an  asylum  for  the  epileptic  and 
fwble-minded,  in  eastern  Xew  York;  on  October  17th  by  a  coia- 
niittee  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Erie  county;  on  November 
2l8t  by  Hon.  Dennis  McCarthy,  Hon.  Simon  Rosendale  and  Dr. 
Stephen  Smith,  Conmiissioners  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities; 
on  ^larch  8th  by  Dr.  Alice  Johnson,  Medical  Inspector  of  the 
London  (bounty  Council ;  on  May  7th  by  Prof.  Edwin  L.  Earp  and 
his  class  in  sociology;  on  June  9th  by  the  Hon.  C.  M.  Bissell, 
Fiscal  Supervisor;  on  June  21st  by  Dr.  H.  G.  Hardt,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded  at  Lincoln,  111. ;  on 
June  25th  by  the  members  of  the  American  Association  for  the 
Study  of  the  Fc^^ble-ilinded ;  on  July  13th  by  a  committee  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  Chautauqua  county ;  on  July  26th  by  Prof. 
(Hrus  D.  Mead,  Principal  of  the  Indiana  School  for  Feeble- 
Minded  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana;  and  on  September  28th  by  the 
Hon.  Deimis  McCarthy,  Hon.  Simon  Rosendale  and  Dr.  Stephen 
Smith,  Commissioners  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities. 

Entertainments  were  furnishe<l  the  children  throughout  the 
year  as  often  as  our  means  permitted  and  the  opportunities  offered, 
as  follows :  On  October  8th  the  Jubilee  Singers ;  October  30th  a 
Halloween  ]>arty  for  the  girls;  November  19th  a  stereopticon  by 
Prof.  W.  D.  Lewis;  December  23rd  an  Operetta  "Under  the 
Greenwood  Tree  "  by  the  children ;  January  3rd  music  and  reel- 
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tations  by  Mr.  Joseph  Lorrain;  February  17th  recitations  and 
music  by  Mr.  George  E.  Garretson ;  March  22d  the  Syracuse  Uni- 
versity Glee  Club ;  April  1st  music  and  recitations  by  the  Peterson 
family;  April  14th  school  exercises,  singing  classes,  medicine 
ball,  ring  calisthenics,  a  flowered  hoop  drill,  sword  drill,  marching 
evolutions  and  dancing;  May  4th  special  music  with  dancing  and 
refreshments  at  which  262  were  present;  June  4th  the  graphophone 
by  Mr.  George  G.  Worth;  July  4th  a  ball  game  and  lawn  picnic 
party  in  the  afternoon  with  fireworks  in  the  evening;  besides  upon 
nine  occasions  dancing  parties  during  the  months  of  January, 
February,  March  and  April,  and  during  the  summer  months  sev- 
eral picnic  parties  to  the  park,  the  lake  and  other  nearby  places. 


Our  thanks  are  again  extended  to  the  publishers  of  the  fol- 
lowing periodicals  for  copies  gratuitously  sent  for  the  use  of  the 
institution  through  the  year:  '^  The  Arkansas  Optic/'  Little 
Rock,  Ark. ;  "  The  Hospital  Eecord,"  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. ;  "  Our 
Little  People,"  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  ''  The  North  Star,"  Faribault, 
Minn. ;  "  The  Training  School  and  Supplement,"  Vineland,  N. 
J. ;  and  the  "  Bulletin  of  the  Iowa  State  Institutions." 

We  also  extend  our  thanks  to  many  parents  and  to  other 
friends  of  the  institution  for  contributions  of  money  and-  boxes 
containing  fruit,  nuts,  candies,  toys,  etc.,  at  the  holiday  season. 
By  these  gifts  our  children's  pleasure  and  happiness  upon  the 
occasion  were  greatly  enhanced. 


A  year  ago  upon  the  death  of  Mrs.  E.  P.  Win)ur,  the  offi<*e  of 
matron  became  vacant.  To  this  office  Miss  Louise  C.  Richards 
was  duly  appointed  after  creditably  passing  a  competitive  State 
Civil  Service  promotion  examination.  For  nineteen  years  pre- 
viouvsly  Miss  Richards  had  given  faithful  service  as  the  first  as- 
sistant matron.  She  was  held  in  such  esteem  throughout  the  in- 
stitution  that  when  the  examination  to  fill  the  vacancy  was  called 
there  was  n<>  one  to  appear  in  competition  with  her  for  the  posi- 
tion. The  feeling  prevailed  that  by  her  long  period  of  service 
under  two  such  ideal  matrons  as  Miss  Wood  and  Mrs.  Wilbur 
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she  had  become  exceptionally  well  fitted  and  deserved  the  pro- 
motion. 


The  purpose  of  the  work  and  objects  of  this  institution,  as 
indicated  by  the  law  creating  and  governing  it,  is  the  training  of 
feeble-minded  children.  In  accordanc<^  with  this  piirpM>se  and  to 
more  distinctly  carry  it  into  effect  fewer  children  of  the  border- 
line and  nonteachable  class  have  been  accepted  during  the  past 
few  years.  This  is  especially  true  for  the  past  year.  Besides, 
every  oi)portunity  offered  for  transfer  of  the  nonteachable  and 
adult  class  to  the  custodial  institutions  has  betai  seized  upon  and  as 
a  result  our  children  average  materially  younger  than  formerly 
and  the  percentage  of  teachable  children  is  much  larger.  In  the 
meantime  no  additions  have  been  made  to  our  force  of  teachers 
while  the  school  classes  have  been  annually  increasing  in  num- 
bers. iSome  have  grown  to  nearly  double  their  former  size  and 
are  becoming  unwieldy  and  cumbersome.  Many  feeble-minded 
children  ne^d  individual  attention  and  the  less  of  it  can  be  given 
by  the  teacher  the  larger  a  class  becomes.  We  think  a  point  has 
now  been  reached  when  more  teachers  in  our  work  are  impera- 
tively demanded  and  this  is  recommended  and  it  is  hoped  will  re- 
ceive the  early  attention  and  approval  of  the  managers.  Not- 
withstanding lhe  difficulties  in  this  regaixl  imder  which  the 
teachers  have  labored  during  the  year  past,  they  have  been  earnest 
and  diligent  and  a  satisfactory  degree  of  progress  is  evident  In 
the  month  of  June  the  institution  was  honored  by  a  visit  from 
the  numbers  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Study  of  the 
Feeble-minded  whose  annual  nueting  was  held  at  Rome,  N".  Y. 
Folio vving  this  visit,  after  his  arrival  home,  one  of  the  members 
present  and  who  had  spent  much  time  in  visiting  institutions  for 
the  feeble-minded  in  both  this  country  and  Europe  wrote :  "  In  the 
midst  of  a  great  rush  of  work  connected  with  our  summer  school, 
I  have  put  off  sending  you  a  word  of  appreciation  because  I 
wanted  to  '  sav  something  nice.'  I  want  to  tell  vou  how  much  I 
enjoyed  your  splendidly  equi])ped  and  well  managed  institution. 
The  exhibition  we  saw  in  the  hall  was  one  of  the  finest  things  I 
have  ever  seen  done  bv  feeble-minded  children." 
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A  new  feature  in  hand  training  was  introduced  in  the  school 
work  during  the  ycav  —  that  of  rug  weaving.  A  class  o£  twelve 
little  girls  from  ten  to  twelve  years  of  age  was  placed  at  this 
work  during  one  school  hour  daily.  There  is  no  class  in  the 
school  which  appears  more  interested  in  its  work,  each  girl 
seemingly  vieing  with  another  to  see  who  will  do  most  and  best. 
The  looms  secured  for  beginning  the  work  were  small  and  the 
strips  made  are  therefore  narrow,  requiring  much  sewing  to- 
gether. It  is  hoped,  now  that  the  necessary  training  is  acquired, 
soon  to  obtain  larger  looms  and  produce  more  useful  products. 

The  work  of  the  sloyd  class  is  shown  on  another  page  in  a  list 
of  articles  made.  The  teacher  reports :  '^  The  aim  in  this  de- 
partment has  c(mtinued  the  same  as  formerly,  an  earnest  effort 
to  improve  the  boy's  mental,  moral  and  physical  possibilities  in 
trying  to  have  them  work  out  independently  by  both  reason  and 
illustration  the  problems  given.  To  begin  with,  these  problems 
are  naturally  small  and  simple,  then,  as  the  boy  develops  the  aim 
is  to  lead  him  up  gradually  to  those  of  larger  construction." 


In  concluding  my  twenty-fifth  annual  report  I  wish  to  express 
my  thanks  to  you  of  the  board  of  managers  for  your  cordial  sup- 
port and  cooperation ;  to  the  several  officers  anel  teachers  my  com- 
mendation for  their  excellent  service  and  faithful  attention  to 
duty;  and  to  employ<>es  generally  a  grateful  appreciation  of  the 
good  work  performed  in  their  various  relations  and  departments. 

Our  work  is  not  always  inspiring  or  encouraging  but  our  faith 
in  its  needs  and  l)enefits  continues.  A  recent  writer  has  said 
that  the  spirit  of  the  teachings  of  Christianity  may  be  summed 
up  in  the  one  word  Helpfulness.  To  help  then  the  most  helpless, 
one  should  be  iml)ued  with  that  spirit  and,  with  a  reliance 
upon  the  Divine  lldper  we  are  cheered  with  the  hope  that  His 
blessing  will  surely  follow  future  efforts. 

JAMES  CARLTOX  CARSOlSr, 

Superintendent, 
Syracuse,  X.  Y.,  Novcmhcr  10,  1908. 


38  [Assembly 


APPENDIX  A 

Whet'eas  under  the  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  one  of 
the  most  respected  and  efficient  members  of  the  board  of  managers 
of  this  institution,  Mr.  William  H.  Warner,  has  been  suddenly 
removed  by  death,  therefore 

Be  it  resolved  that  while  cherishing  his  memory  and  recording 
our  tribute  of  affection  and  esteem,  we  honor  him  as  having  lived 
an  honest,  upright  Christian  life;  as  a  brave,  loyal  and  patriotic 
soldier  in  the  perilous  times  of  the  late  civil  war;  as  a  business 
man  successful,  sagacious  and  enterprising,  and  as  a  citizen  of 
unsullied  character  and  integrity. 

Ee solved  that  as  members  of  this  board  we  feel  deeply  the  loss 
of  a  wise  and  valued  friend,  zealously  interested  in  all  that  pei> 
tained  to  the  welfare  and  honor  of  the  institution. 

Resolved  that  this  board  and  the  superintendent  of  the  institu- 
tion attend  his  funeral  in  a  bodv. 

Resolved  that  the  secretary  be  requested  to  enter  these  resolu- 
tions upon  the  records  of  this  board  and  send  a  copy  of  them  with 
an  expression  of  our  sympathy  to  his  family  in  their  bereavement. 
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APPENDIX  B 


By-laws  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded 

Children. 

(Ucvirt4(l   I)(C('inlHT  9,  1008.) 

AllTlCLK    I. 

Of  the  Managers, 

T!u»  nmnnpTH  rthnll  have  the  gonoral  dinction  and  control  of  all 
iho  j)r(»i>('rty  and  oontH^ruH  of  tho  institution,  not  otherwise  pro- 
viili'd  for  hy  law,  and  shall  take  charge  of  its  general  interests, 
maintain  an  clTiH^tive  insiMction  of  the  affairs  and  managenient  of 
tlu'  iuhtitntion,  ami  sco  that  ils  gtMieral  d(  signs  be  carried  into 
ttTert,  and  evtrvthing  doiu'  faithfully  according  to  the  require- 
nn'Uts  o(  the  Legislature,  and  the  hy-laws,  ruk^  and  regula- 
tions oi  the  institution.  T1h\v  shall  receive  no  compensation  for 
their  si^rvien,  hut  shall  In*  paid  their  actual  and  ivasonable  travel- 
ing and  otlur  expen^es,  \o  Iv  paid  by  the  trtnisnrer  on  the  render- 
ing of  their  accounts, 

Artioi.k  II. 

Mei'tifiijs  of  the  Board. 

The  iH'i^'ular  nuctiniix  of  the  U^ard  shall  W  held  monthly  at  the 
iu^iituiion,  on  the  second  XWdnOv^day  of  each  month,  at  three 
o\dvvk.  I\  M. 

Aktulk  HI, 

At  ihc  m«.M:Mi;  111  vVf'»lvr  in  ea^-h  and  evtrv  viar*  the  officer* 
v»t  iho  I'.viid,  \\1k»  ^hall  Iv  u  [^»\si'leiit  to  preside  in  the  abst^nce  of 
iKn^  Sia'r  V\'M'itii>^>k»i'or  ot  F.-h:cu*i'»i\  a  secrvtar\\  a  treasurer. 
and  an  vMcr.iNe  ov'i»"i:i"ve,  o*  ii>i>''i!':^  of  three  of  the  manas^^rs, 
>h,i'l  Iv  v1k>o!i  b\   la'lol. 
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Article  IV. 
Of  the  Order  of  Business. 

At  the  regular  meetings  of  the  board,  the  order  of  business 
shall  be  as  follows : 

1.  Beading  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

2.  Report  of  the  executive  committee. 

3.  Report  of  the  treasurer. 

4.  Reports  of  general  committees. 

5.  Report  of  the  superintendent. 

6.  Reports  of  special  committees. 

7.  Resolutions. 

8.  Miscellaneous  business. 

Article  V. 
Of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  members  of  the  executive  committee  shall  meet  at  the  insti- 
tution on  the  second  Wednesday  of  every  month,  at  such  hour  as 
they  may  from  time  to  time  appoint.  They  shall  have  the  gen- 
eral charge  of  the  interests  of  the  institution  in  all  matters  which 
may  arise  between  the  meetings  of  the  board ;  shall  see  that  all 
resolutions  of  the  managers  are  promptly  carried  into  effect ;  they 
shall  keep  regular  minutes  of  their  proceedings  in  a  book  pre- 
pared for  that  purpose  and  kept  in  the  institution,  and  present  the 
same  at  the  meeting  of  the  board,  and  thoy  shall  perforin  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  delegated  to  them  by  the  board.  They  shall 
have  the  power  of  calling  extra  meetings  of  the  board.  They  shall 
prepare  the  annxial  report  and  submit  the  same  for  the  approbation 
of  the  board  at  its  meeting  in  October. 

Article  VI. 
Of  the  General  Committees. 

The  general  committees  shall  be  as  follows: 
Auditing  and  treasurer's  accounts,  three  members. 
Buildings  and  grounds,  two  nienilKr^i. 
Farm,  two  members. 
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EdiicatioD,  two  members. 

Inmates,  two  members. 

Personal  property,  visitation  and  inspection,  two  members  ap- 
pointed quarterly. 

Employees,  two  members. 

The  general  committees  shall  ho  api)ointed  by  the  president 
annually  in  October  unless  otherwise  specified.  Each  shall  have 
direct  supervision  over  its  particular  subject  and  in  case  of  dis- 
puted jurisdiction,  the  president  shall  decide  as  to  which  general 
committee  a  subject  shall  be  referred.  Each  general  committee 
shall  report  upon  its  work,  or  upon  any  special  matter  referred 
to  it,  to  the  board  of  managers  and  shall  make  an  annual  report 
to  the  board  of  managers  at  its  meeting  in  October. 

Article  VIL 

Of  the  Secretary. 

Tho  Secretary  shall  keep  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
bo«ard,  and  record  them  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  shall 
perform  ®uch  other  duties  as  the  board  shall  assign  him.  He  shall 
also  notify  the  managers  of  all  meetings  of  the  board. 

Article  VIII. 

Of  the  Treasurer. 

The  treasurer  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  moneys,  bonds, 
notes,  mortgages  and  other  securities  and  obligations  belonging 
to  the  institution ;  collect  all  moneys  due,  and  receive  all  appro- 
priations, gifts  and  legacies  made  or  bequeathed  to  the  institution 
and  deposit  the  same  in  some  safe  bank ;  he  shall  pay  all  debts  and 

bills  according  to  the  estimates  approved  by  the  fiscal  supervisor 
and  as  audited  by  the  auditing  and  treasurer's  accounts  committee, 
and  keep  full  ajul  accurate  accoimts  of  all  his  collections,  receipts 
and  payments.  He  shall  render  to  the  executive  committee  semi- 
annual statements  of  his  receipts  and  payments ;  balance  his  books 
of  account  annually,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  and  upon  the  day 
of  the  annual  meeting  make  and  deliver  to  said  committee  a  state- 
ment of  such  balance,  showing  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the 
past  year. 
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AilTICLE  IX. 

Of  the  Superintendent. 

The  superintendent  shall  be  the  chief  executive  oflScer  of  the 
institution.  He  shall  have  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
buildings,  grounds  and  farm,  together  with  their  furniture,  fix- 
tures and  stock,  and  the  direction  and  control  of  all  persons  em- 
ployed in  and  about  the  same,  subject  to  the  laws  and  regula- 
tions established  by  the  managers.  ITe  shall  have  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  co-resident  officers,  with  power  to  assign  them  their 
respective  duties,  subject  to  the  by-laws.  He  shall  employ,  sub- 
ject to  the  supervision  of  the  board  of  managers,  such  teachers, 
attendants  and  assistants  as  he  may  think  proper  and  necessary 
for  the  economical  and  efficient  carrying  into  effect  of  the  design 
of  the  institution,  prescribe  their  several  duties  and  places,  and 
may  discharge  any  of  them.  He  shall  also  from  time  to  time, 
give  such  orders  and  instructions  as  he  may  judge  best  calculated 
to  induce  good  conduct,  fidelity  and  economy  in  any  department 
of  labor  and  expense,  and  he  is  authorized  and  enjoined  to  main- 
tain salutary  discipline  among  all  who  are  employed  by  the  in- 
stitution, and  to  enforce  strict  compliance  with  such  instructions 
and  uniform  obedience  to  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  insti- 
tution. He  shall  further  cause  full  and  fair  accounts  and  record.-; 
of  all  his"  doings,  and  of  the  entire  business  and  operations  of  the 
ijistitution,  together  with  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  pupiLs, 
to  be  kept  regularly,  from  day  to  day,  in  books  provided  for  that, 
purpose;  and  he  shall  see  that  all  such  accounts  and  records  shall 
be  fully  made  up  the  first  days  of  April  and  October  in  each  year, 
and  that  the  principal  facts  and  results,  with  his  report  thereon, 
be  presented  to  the  board  at  its  semi-annual  meetings.  The  ox- 
exercise  of  the  foregoing  }>o\vers  shall  ho  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  managers,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided.  He  shall 
conduct  the  official  correspondence  of  the  institution ;  shall,  at  the 
time  of  the  admission  of  any  pupil  into  the  institution,  enter 
in  a  book,  to  be  provided  and  kept  for  that  purpose,  a  mmute, 
with  date,  of  the  name  and  residence  of  the  pui)il,  and  of  the 
person  or  persons  upon  whose  application  he  is  received;  together 
with  a   copy   of  the   application,   statement,   certificate,   and   all 


44  [Assembly 

other  papers  accompanying  such  pupil;  the  originals  of  which 
he  shall  file  and  carefully  preserve.  And  he  shall  be  accountable 
for  the  careful  keeping  and  economical  use  of  all  furniture,  stores 
and  other  articles  provided  for  the  institution,  and  prepare  and 
present  to  the  board  at  its  annual  meeting,  a  true  and  perfect 
inventory  of  all  the  personal  property  and  effects  belonging  to  the 
institution.  He  may  make  arrangements  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  managers,  for  the  support,  maintenance  and  clothing  of 
pupils  admitted  to  the  institution;  and  should  immediately,  on 
the  reception  of  any  State  pupil,  give  notice  thereof  to  the  clerk 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  from  which  the  pupil 
was  sent. 

He  shall  also  give  notice  of  the  discharge  of  a  pupil  by  the 
managers,  to  the  pc^rson  and  in  the  mode  described  by  law;  and 
shall  see  to  the  removal  and  delivery  of  such  discharged  pupil  to 
the  proper  county  and  oiRcer. 

Article  X. 
Of  the  Pupils, 

The  design  and  objects  of  the  institution,  as  established  by 
the  action  of  the  Legislature,  are  not  of  a  custodial  character; 
but  to  furnish  the  means  of  education  to  that  portion  of  the 
youth  of  the  State  not  provided  for  in  any  of  its  other  educa- 
tional institutions.  Those  only  will,  therefore,  be  received  into 
the  institution  who  are  of  a  proper  school-attending  age,  and 
for  such  periods  of  time  as  shall,  in  the  estimation  of  the  board 
of  managers,  suffice  to  impart  all  the  education  practicable  in  each 
particular  case,  and  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  herein- 
after specified. 

Children  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen,  who  are 
feeble-minded,  or  so  deficient  in  intelligence  as  to  be  incapable  of 
being  edurat<Ml  at  any  ordinary  school,  and  who  are  not  epileptic, 
paralyzed,  helpless,  insane  or  greatly  deformed,  may  be  admitted 
by  tho  superintendent,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  execu- 
tive committee.  Applications  in  behalf  of  others  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  action  of  the  board  of  managers. 

The  parents  or  next  frit^nds  of  those  in  whose  behalf  applica- 
tions are  made  for  admissicm  as  pupils,  shall  make  answers  in 
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writing  to  such  questions  as  the  superintendent  and  committee 
shall  prescribe.  They  shall,  moreover,  if  of  sufficient  ability, 
engage  to  pay  such  reasonable  sum  for  the  education  and  sup- 
port of  the  pupils,  and  to  furnish  them  with  such  proper  cloth- 
ing while  in  the  institution,  as  shall  be  s-tipulated  by  the  super- 
intendent, and  they  shall,  in  all  eases,  be  bound  to  receive  them 
back  when  required,  free  of  expense  to  the  institution.  But  no 
feeble-minded  pupil  shall  be  receivd  into  the  institution  with- 
out there  shall  have  'been  first  lodged,  with  the  superintendent 
thereof,  a  requesit  to  that  effect,  under  the  hand  of  the  person  by 
whose  direction  he  is  sent,  stating  the  age,  and  place  of  nativity, 
if  known,  of  the  feeble-minded  one,  the  Christian  and  surname, 
the  town,  or  city,  and  county  in  which  he  resides,  the  ability 
or  otherwise  of  the  pupil,  his  parents  or  guardians,  to  pro- 
vide for  his  support,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  if  in  part  only, 
in  what  part;  and  the  degree  of  relationship,  or  other  circum- 
stance of  connection  between  him  and  the  person  requesting  his 
admission,  which  statement  shall  be  verified  in  writing,  by  the 
oath  of  two  disinterested  persons,  residents  of  the  same  county 
with  the  feeble-minded  one,  acquainted  with  the  facts  and  cir^ 
cumstances  so  stated,  and  certified  to  be  creditable  by  the  county 
judge  of  the  same  county.  And  no  feeble-minded  pupil  shall 
be  received  into  said  institution  unless  the  county  judge  of  the 
c'ounty  liable  for  his  support  shall  certify  that  such  pupil  is  an 
eligible  and  proper  candidate  for  admission  to  said  institution 
as  aforesaid,  provided,  however,  that  feeble-minded  pupils  may 
be  received  into  said  institution  upon  the  application  therefor 
signed  officially  by  any  county  supi^rintendent  of  the  poor,  or 
by  the  commissioners  of  charity  of  any  of  the  cities  of  this  State 
where  such  commissioners  exist. 

The  State  pupils  in  the  institution  will  be  selected  in  equal 
numbers,  as  far  as  may  be,  from  each  judicial  district,  from 
those  whose  parents  or  guardians  are  unable  to  provide-  for  their 
support  therein. 

The  State  pupils  will  be  expected  to  come  to  the  institution 
provided  with  a  supply  of  neat  and  substantial  clothing  for  the 
first  six  months,  after  which  period  the  clothing  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  institution,  at  the  expense  of  the  respective  coun- 
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ties  of  which  they  are  residents,  as  in  the  case  of  the  deaf  and 

dumb  and  the  blind  institutions  of  the  State. 

A  bond  will  be  required  in  all  cases,  except  the  case  of  a 

State  pupil,  to  insure  the  removal  of  the  pupil  free  of  expense 
to  the  institution. 

All  pupils  will  be  received  upon  trial  for  one  month,  at  the 
.end  of  which  time  a  report  upon  the  case  will  be  made  to  the 
parents  or  parties  sending  them,  if  requested. 

The  education  furnished  by  the  institution  will  include  not 
only  the  simpler  elements  of  instruction  usually  taught  in  com- 
mon schools,  where  that  is  practicable,  but  will  embrace  a  course 
of  training  in  the  more  practical  matters  of  every-day  life,  the 
cultivation  of  habits  of  decency,  propriety,  self-management  and 
self-reliance,  and  the  development  and  enlargement  of  a  capacity 
for  useful  occupation. 

There  shall  be  a  vacation  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  board,  at  which  period 
all  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  institution  by  the  parents 
or  guardians,  if  required  by  the  superintendent. 

By-laws  can  only  be  altered  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board 
by  a  majority  of  the  whole  board. 
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Ealph  S.  Bowen,  Esq.,  Rt.  Rev.  P.  A.  Ludden, 

Mead  V.  Z.  Belden,  Esq.,  Edward  S.  Van  Duyn,  M.  D., 

William  W.  WiARD,*Esq., 
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Hon.  Andrew  S.  Draper,  LL.  D.,  Commissioner  of  Education. 

President  Board  of  Managers 
Hon.  W.  W.  Cheney. 

Secretary 
Mrs.  Charles  E.  Crol'se. 


Treasurer 
James  C.  Carson,  M.  D. 

Executive  Committee 
^        Hon.  W.  W.  Cheney,  William  W.  Wiarjj,  Esq., 

Dr.  Edward  S.  Van  Duyn. 

Committee  on  Personal  Property,  Visitation  and  Inspection 
Mr.  BeldeNj  Mr.  Bowen. 
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Dr.  Van  Duyn, 
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*-* 

c 

V 

Mrs.  Crouse, 

Committee  on  Inmates 

Bishop  Ludden. 
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Mr.  BowENj  Mr.  Wiard. 
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Bishop  LuDDEN,  Mr.  Cheney. 

Committee  on  Auditing  and  Treasurer's  Accounts 
Mr.  Cheney,  Dr.  Van  Duyn, 

Mr.  Wiard. 


OFFICERS 


Superintendent 
James  C.  Cabson,  M.  D. 

Steward 
W.  B.  Fabrinoton. 
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ScHUYLEB  P.  Richmond,  M.  D. 

Matron 
Miss  Louise  C.  Richards. 

Assistant  Matrons 
Miss  Fbances  C.  Cbawfobd,      Miss  Flora  E.  Mabtin. 

Mairons  Assistants 
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Teachers 

Miss  Maby  E.  Hooveb,  Miss  K.  Feathebstone, 

Miss  Julia  R,  Kennedy^  *  Miss    Lelia  Mabtineau, 
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Stenographer 
Miss  Julia  E.  Ciiubch. 
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George  W.  Soism. 

Storekkeeper 
NoBBELL  E.  Smith. 

•  Deceased. 


State  of   New  York 


No.  56. 


IN  ASSEMBLY 


April  8,  1910, 


FIFTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MANAGERS 
OF  THE  SYRACUSE  STATE  INSTITUTION  FOR 
FEEBLE-MINDED  CHILDREN. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  establishing  this  institu- 
tion, the  undersigned  managers  respectfully  submit  this  their 
fifty-ninth  annual  report: 

Resources  fob  the  Year. 

Balance  in  bank  Octol)er  1,  1908 $314  09 

Receipts  from  State   appropriations  during  fiscal 

year 103,300  63 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. .  9,515  66 
Receipts  from  pay   cases,    board,   instruction    and 

clothing 2,009  29 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 9  85 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 80-6  60 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 97  46 

Receipts  from  miscellaneous 44  79 

Total $116,098  37 
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Paid  on  account  of  maintenance $103,598  55 

Returned  to   Comptroller,  chapter   572,  Laws  of 

1899 • 12,483  65 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1909 16  17 

Total $116,098  37 


3 


Classified  Summary  of  Expenditures. 

On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 

for    Feeble-Minded    Children    for    the   year   ending  September 
30,  1909: 

*Salaries  and  wages $43,440  77 

Expenses  of  officers  and  managers 95  79 

Provisions 24,243  14 

Household  stores 3,609  26 

Clothing 4,351  21 

Fuel  and  light 16,230  89 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 828  52 

Shop,  farm  and  garden 7,200  27 

Ordinary  repairs 228  24 

Transportation  of  inmates 139  99 

Miscellaneous 3,230  47 

Total $103,598  55 

Assets  September  30,  1909. 

Balance  in  cash $16  17 

Due  from  individuals  for  board,   instruction  and 

clothing 221  91 

Due  from  counties  for  clothing 1,230  52 

Due  from  State  Treasurer  on  unexpended  appro- 
priations    3,797  49 

Total  assets $5,266  09 


*  Includes  $3,151.24  expended  for  salaries  and  wages  of  employees  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  and  repairs  to  clothing,  and  formerly  charged  to 
aooouni  of  clothing. 
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The  preceding  tables  present  the  financial  operations  of  the  in- 
stitution for  the  fiscal  year  in  the  customary  form  which  was 
adopted  many  years  ago. 

In  the  first  table  is  shown  the  total  receipts  and  their  different 
sources.  The  several  itemized  accounts  vary  but  slightly  from  the 
previous  year  and  the  total  is  therefore  approximately  the  same, 
the  difference  being  in  favor  of  1908  by  a  little  over  $100. 

The  second  table  shows  the  disbursements,  and  includes  the 
amount  $103,59*8.55  expended  on  account  of  maintenance,  as  also 
the  total  amount  $12,483. ftS  received  from  various  sources  other 
than  State  appropriations,  which,  as  required  by  law,  was  trans^ 
mi t ted  to  the  State  Treasurer  in  monthly  installments  and  then 
became  available  for  maintenance  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  as  a 
refund. 

By  the  third  table  is  shown  the  classified  summary  of  expendi- 
tures in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Fiscal  Supervisor.  These 
expenditures  for  the  year,  as  compared  with  those  for  1908,  show 
an  increase  of  $883.58  in  salaries  and  wages;  of  $3.05  in  expenses 
of  officers  and  managers;  of  $404.90  in  provisions;  of  $605.27  for 
fuel  and  light;  of  $29.73  for  hospital  and  medical  supplies;  of 
$105.68  in  transportation  of  inmates;  and)  of  $187.14  in  miscel- 
laneous; a  decrease  of  $114.71  for  household  stores;  of  $870.73 
for  clothing;  of  $629.71  in  shop,  farm  and  garden;  and  of  $84.88 
for  ordinary  repairs,  or  a  total  amount  of  $519.22  in  excess  of 
that  for  1908. 

The  special  appropriations  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  1909 
were  *^  For  new  school  desks,  typewriters,  beds,  and  other  fur- 
niture $2,000 ;  "  and  "  For  repairs  and  equipment,  including 
painting,  change  in  the  swing  of  outside  doors  in  various  build- 
ings of  the  institution,  and  for  better  fire  protection  $3,000." 

The  expenditures  under  special  appropriations  includ^ed  an  un- 
exj  ended  amount  from  1908  and  the  balance  from  1909.  They 
aggregated  $5,529.84  and  of  this  sum  $600.95  was  for  developing, 
extending  and  maintaining  industries.  The  remaining  portion 
was  expended  in  amounts  as  follows:  For  new  floors  $459.15; 
for  new  steel  ceilings  $143.40 ;  for  a  new  heating  boiler  at  Fair- 
mount  cottage  $231.27 ;  for  exterior  painting  to  the  main  building 
and  north  wing  $700 ;  for  a  new  cement  floor  in  the  cow  stables. 
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refitting  them  and  building  an  aerator  room  in  connection  there- 
with at  the  Fairmount  farm  $1,028.67;  for  reconstructing  the 
fire  alarm  system  throughout  the  buildings  $247.83;  for  new 
plumbing  improvements  at  the  boys'  building  and  the  superin- 
tendent's residence  $1,130.70 ;  for  a  new  refrigerator  at  the  girls' 
building  and  one  also  at  the  hospital  $289.05;  for  a  new  range  at 
the  superintendent's  residence  $80 ;  and  for  general  miscellaneous 
repairs  and  equipments  $4'59.52. 

The  following  are  the  items  of  special  appropriations  which 
were  voted  at  the  annual  meeting  in  October  to  be  requested  of  the 
next  Legislature: 

For  replacing  three  old  with  two  new^  150  H.  P.  boilers,  setting 
and  connecting  up  same  $7,500. 

For  constructing  a  high  iron  fence  on  the  north  and  west  sides 
of  the  premises  $6,000. 

For  the  reconstruction  of  the  electric  wiring  throughout  the 
institution  as  recommended  by  the  superintendent  of  the  Syracuse 
board  of  gas  and  electricity.     Amount  to  be  determined  later. 

For  repairs  and  equipment,  $6,000,  including 

At  Fairmount,  a  reservoir  for  water;  a  gasolene  engine  for 
pumping  water,  and  a  house  for  the  same. 

A  new  mangle  at  the  laundry. 

Extending  the  stonewall  fence  to  Harbor  brook. 

Steel  ceilings. 

Covering  to  steam  pipes. 

Screen  doors  and  windows. 

Relaying  tile  floor  between  south  wing  and  laundry. 

Improvements  to  the  grounds. 

School  fixtures,  supplies,  etc. 

The  item  for  new  boilers  was  fully  explained  in  last  year's 
report  when  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  was  requested. 
The  need  of  these  boilers  will  be  still  further  intensified  next 
season  after  another  year's  use  of  the  old  ones.  We  believe  it 
would  be  unsafe  and  unwise  to  longer  defer  this  item. 

The  appropriation  for  a  high  iron  fence  was  also  requested  last 
year  and  the  board  urged  its  need  as  follows:  "A  wall  fence 
extends  from  Burnet  Park  along  the  entire  eastern  boundary  of 
the  institution  premises  and  a  short  distance  up  Grand  avenue 
along  the  southern  boundary.     A  tight  high  board  fence  extends 
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the  rest  of  the  distance  on  Grand  avenue  and  along  the  western 
boundary.  On  the  northern  line  there  is  a  barbed  wire  fence  and 
a  partial  hedge.  The  board  fence  ia  getting  old,  tumbling  down, 
and  must  soon  be  replaced  in  some  manner.  The  barbed  wire 
fence  is  of  no  practical  use  in  keeping  out  either  pilferers  or 
mischievous  boys,  and  from  such  persons  the  institution  is  in 
great  need  of  protection." 

An  examination  of  the  electric  wiring  in  the  institution  was 
recently  made  by  the  superintendent  of  the  Syracuse  bureau  of 
gas  and  electricity.  He  found  much  of  the  wiring  and  construo- 
tion  out  of  date  and  many  changes  were  recommended.  A  copy 
of  his  report  was  forwarded  to  the  State  Architect  who  has  been 
asked  to  send  an  engineer  here  from  his  office  and  furnish  an 
estimate  for  reconstructing  the  work  in  accordance  with  modern 
plans  and  specifications. 

At  the  October  meeting  it  was  also  voted  to  recommend  an 
appropriation  of  $95,000  for  next  year's  maintenance  and  of  an 
undetermined  amount  for  additional  maintenance  for  the  present 
fiscal  year.  The  cost  of  nearly  everything  has  so  increased  within 
the  past  few  years  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  maintenance  ap- 
propriations should  be  materially  raised  in  amount.  Last  year's 
amount  was  $91,000  as  against  $90,000  at  present  available  for 
this  year  and,  with  deferred  items  of  fully  $2,000  carried  forward 
from  last  year,  it  is  evident  that  the  amount  for  this  year  will 
prove  insufficient  and  that  from  $5,000  to  $10,000  more  will  be 
required. 

For  two  years  past  in  its  annual  reports  this  board  has  said: 
"There  is  a  fast  growing  interest,  to  quite  an  extent  among 
charity  workers  and  especially  so  among  teachers  and  principals 
of  the  public  schools,  in  the  need  of  a  different  training  for  feeble- 
minded and  very  backward  children,  one  or  more  of  whom  are 
found  in  attendance  at  many  of  the  schools  throughout  the  State. 
These  children  drag  along  in  a  listless,  inattentive  way,  make 
very  little  progress,  are  teased,  tantalized  and  easily  coaxed  into 
mischief  or  wrong-doing  by  their  brighter  companions.  Applica- 
tions for  such  children  are  coming  to  us  in  steadily  increasing 
numbers,  from  the  sources  mentioned.  They  are  out  of  place  in 
the  public  schools  and  should  receive  the  training  of  an  institution 
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or  school  especially  adapted  to  the  purpose.  The  reasons  are 
many  and  obvious  why  such  institutions  should  care  for  and 
instruct  the  two  sexes  separately  and  we  believe  when  a  new  in- 
stitution for  the  purpose  is  established  it  should  be  for  boys  alone. 
Then,  as  soon  as  put  in  readiness,  all  teachable  boys  at  this  insti- 
tution should  be  removed  to  it  and  the  remaining  ones  to  the 
custodial  institutions.  This  institution  could  then  be  left  as  a 
training  school  for  feeble-minded  girls.  The  location  here  is  a 
desirable  one  for  girls ;  it  is  not  so  for  boys.  The  site  is  beautiful 
and  pleasant  but  the  acreage  is  limited  and  cannot  be  extended. 
It  is  ample  for  500  girls,  but  boys  need  more  territory  both  for 
recreation  and  occupation.  We  believe  in  a  general  provision  of 
the  State  for  all  classes  of  its  feeble-minded ;  we  believe  in  schools 
for  the  young  and  teachable,  and  custodial  institutions  for  the 
adult  and  unteachable,  but  whatever  the  purpose  we  believe  all 
such  institutions  should  provide  for  each  sex  separately  and  exclu- 
sively. In  framing  a  further  future  policy  for  the  needs  of  the 
feeble-minded  we  trust  these  recommendations  will  receive  the' 
careful  consideration  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  and  the 
Legislature." 

As  an  outgrowth  of  the  foregoing  recommendation  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  managers  of  the  three  institutions  for  feeble- 
minded, Newark,  Syracuse  and  Rome,  in  conference  with  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  and  a  representative  of  the 
State  Charities  Aid  Association  was  held  at  the  Rome  Asylum 
November  24,  1908.  At  this  meeting  it  was  agreed  with  practical 
unanimity  that  a  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  is  desirable  in 
all  institutions  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  feeble-minded; 
that  the  female  population  at  the  Rome  Asylum  should  be  pro- 
vided for  at  the  Newark  Asylum ;  that  all  of  the  boys  at  the  Syra- 
cuse institution  should  .then  be  transferred  to  the  Rome  Asylum ; 
that  the  Syracuse  institution  should  be  transformed  into  a 
training  school  exclusively  for  girls;  and  that  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable thereafter  a  separate  school  department  for  boys  should  be 
provided  at  the  Rome  Asylum.  In  furtherance  of  this  policy  and 
the  future  welfare  of  the  feeble-minded  cared  for  at  these  insti- 
tutions it  is  hoped  that  appropriations  will  be  obtained  at  the  ap- 
proaching legislative  session  to  provide  new  accommodation   at 
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the  Newark  Asylum  for  the  275  females  now  at  the  Rome  Asylum, 
to  which  this  board  stands  ready  to  pledge  its  influence  and  united 
Bupport. 

W.  W.  CHENEY, 
EDWARD  S.  VAN  DUYN, 
ALTA  PEASEX:!ROUSE, 
W.  W.  WTARD, 
R.  S.  BOWEN, 
M.  V.  Z.  BELDEN, 
P.  A.  LUDDEN. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


James  C.  Carson,  treasurer  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble^Minded  Children,  in  current  account  with  the  State  of 
New  York  for  cash  received  and  expended  for  the  general  supplies 
and  for  salaries  and  wages  of  officers,  teachers,  attendants  and 
other  employees  of  said  institution,  etc.,  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1909 : 

Besources  for  the  Year. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1908 $314  09 

State  appropriations  for  maintenance 103,300  63 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. .  9,515  66 
Receipts  from  pay   cases,  board,   instruction   and 

clothing 2,009  29 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shops 9  85 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 806  60 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 97  46 

Miscellaneous 44:  79 

■  I  III—      I— —— ^^^^^B,^^^ 

Total $116,098  37 

Dishursemenis. 

Warrants   of   executive  committee   for   month  of 

Octobei",  1908 $10,400  78 

Warrants   of   executive   committee  for   month   of 

November,  1908 10,118  46 

Warrants   of   executive  committee   for   month   of 

December,  1908 9,090  74 

Warrants   of   executive   committee  for   month   of 

January,  1909 10,518  52 

Warrants   of   executive   committee  for  month   of 

February,  1909 8,032  65 

Warrants   of   executive   committee  for   month   of 

March,  1909 10,354  02 
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Warrants   of   executive   committee  for   month  of 

April,  1909 $9,376  10 

Warrants   of   executive  committee   for  month   of 

May,  1909 8,091  52 

Warrants   of   executive   committee  for   month   of 

June,  1909 8,026  22 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

July,  1909 7,332  85 

Warrants   of   executive   committee  for   month   of 

August,  1909 7,486  87 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

September,  1909 4,769  82 

$103,598  55 
Betumed   to  Comptroller,  chapter   580,   Laws  of 

1899 12,483  65 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1909 16  17 

Total $116,098  37 

There  was  received  and  expended  under  special  appropriations, 
chapter  571  and  chapter  57*8,  Laws  of  1907;  chapter  466  and 
chapter  469,  Laws  of  1908 ;  and  chapter  461,  Laws  of  190*9 : 

Appropriation  for  office  safe,  chapter  571,  Laws  of 

1907,  cash  received  from  Comptroller $12  80 

Voucher  paid 12  80 


IC 


Appropriation  for  industries  and  their  mainte- 
nance, chapter  578,  Laws  of  1907,  cash  received 
from  Comptroller $163  72 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating   163  72 


Balance  appropriation  imexpended   $32  69 
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Approi)riatioii  for  industries  and  their  mainte- 
nance, chapter  466,  Laws  of  1908,  cash  received 

from  Comptroller $439  23 

Vouchers  paid,  aggi'egating 439  23 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended   $117  77 


zc 


Appropriation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter 
469,  Laws  of  1908,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller          $3,595  42 

Vouchers  paid  aggregating 3,595  42 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $0  39 

-« — 

Appropriation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter 
461,  Laws  of  1909,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller          $1,1*74  IT 

•Vouchers  paid,  aggregating   1,174  17 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended $1,8*25  83 

Appropriation  for  typewriters,  desks,  etc.,  chapter 
461,  Laws  of  1909,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller    $146  50 

Voucher  paid 146  50 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended   ........        $1,853  50 

Recapitulation. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1909: 

Appropriation  for  office  safe,  chapter  571,  Laws  of 

1907 , $12  80 

Industries  and  maintenance,  chapter  578,  Laws  of 

1907 163  72 

Industries  and  maintenance,  chapter  466,  Laws  of 

1908 439  23 
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Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  469,  Laws  of  1908.  $3,595  42 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909.  1,174  17 

Typewriters,  desks,  etc.,  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909.  146  50 

Total $5,531  84 


Special  unexpended  appropriations  still  available,  chapter  466 
and  chapter  469,  Laws  of  1908;  and  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909: 

Industries  and  maintenance,  chapter  466,  Laws  of 

1908 $117  77 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  469,  Laws  of  1908.  39 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909.  1,825  83 
Typewriters,    desks,    etc.,    chapter   461,   Laws    of 

1909 1,853 '50 


Total $3,797  49 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children: 

Gentlemen. —  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law 
and  your  board  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  ex- 
hibiting statistics  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
September  30,  1909 : 

Movement  of  the  Population. 

Boys.  Girls.        Total 

Present  at  beginning  of  the  year 255  269  524 

Absent  on  vacation   19  12  31 

Since  admitted 36  40  76 

Readmitted 1  3  4 

Total  for  the  year 311         324         635 

I  =  —  — 

Boys.  Girls.        Total 

Discharged 32  46  78 

Died 0  1  1 

Present  at  close  of  the  year 264  267  531 

Absent  on  vacation 15  10  25 

Total  on  the  rolls 279  277  556 

Average   daily  attendance 259  258  517 

Total   number  of  weeks'   board   furnished   to  the 

pupils 26,993 

Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses  except  clothing $96,096  10 

Cost  of  clothing 7,502  45 

Total  cost $103,598  55 
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Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruc- 
tion of  pupils $3  56 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing. 3  84 

Yearly  per  capita  cost 200  38 


The  cause  of  death  in  the  one  who  died  during  the  year  was 
valvular  disease  of  the  heart. 

Hospital  Becosd  of  Diseases  Tbeated. 

Abscesses 10 

Adenitis 3 

Blepharitis 3 

Bronchitis,  acute 30 

Bronchitis,  chronic 1 

Bruises •. 5 

Bums 3 

Chilblains 4 

Conjunctivitis,  acute 13 

Constipation,  chronic 1 

Cretinism-sporadic 1 

Dysmenorrhoea 2 

Eczema 6 

Endocarditis 1 

Enteritis 6 

Epilepsy 2 

Furunculosis 3 

Gastritis,  acute 36 

Gingivitis 6 

Herpes 4 

Herpes  zoster 1 

Hysteria •  1 

Impetigo •.••..••  1 

Iritis 2 

Jaundice,  catarrhal 1 

Malnutrition 1 

Menorrhagia 2 

Neuralgia,  facial 1 

Otitis,  acute 2 
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Otitis,  chronic 2 

Pharyngitis 1 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 2 

Pleurisy 1 

Rheumatism,  acute    4 

Rhinitis,  purulent ; 4 

Ringworm 7 

Scabies 23 

Scarlatina 3 

Sprain 6 

Tonsillitis , 17 

Torticollis 2 

Typhoid  fever 1 

Ulcer 3 

Urticaria 9 

Varicella 4 

Wounds,  incised 2 

Unclassified 9 

Under  observation 58 

Operations. 

Adenoids  and  tonsils  removed 2 

Cataracts,  congenital 2 

Circumcisions 6 


The  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pupils  by  counties 
for  the  year : 


Remaining 

Sept.  30, 

1908. 


Albany 14 

Allegany  ....  8 

Broome 10 

Cattaraugus  ...  2 

Cayuga 4 

Chautauqua  ....  4 

Chemung 13 

Chenango 3 

Clinton 3 


Admitted. 

Discharged. 

Remaining 

Sept.  30, 

1909. 

3 

3 

•14 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

10 

1 

0 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

0 

5 

1 

1 

13 

0  . 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 
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Remaining  Remaining 

Sept.  30,  Sept.  30, 

1908.  Admitted.  Discharged.       1909. 

Columbia 13  1  2  12 

Cortland 2  0  0  2 

Delaware 5  1  1  5 

Dutchess 3  2  2  3 

Erie 51  10  6  55 

Essex 3  1  0  4 

Franklin 0  1  0  1 

Fulton 3  0  1  2 

Genesee 3  0  0  3 

Greene 0  0  0  0 

Hamilton 0  0  0  0 

Herkimer 2  0  0  2 

Jefferson 14  4  1  17 

Kings 30  4  5  29 

Lewis 3  0  1  2 

Livingston  ^ .  . .  4  0  0  4 

Madison  .  .  ^ 6  0  1  5 

Monroe 26  5  3  28 

Montgomery  ...  5  0  0  5 

Xassau 0  1  1  0 

Xew  York .  102  10  20  92 

Niagara 2  1  0  3 

Oneida 25  5  3  27 

Onondaga 30  3  4  29 

Ontario 9  0  1  8 

Orange 12  5  2  15 

Orleans 0  0  0  0 

Oswego 7  0  1  6 

Otsego 14  2  2  14 

Putnam 1  0  0  1 

Queens 5  0  1  4 

Rensselaer  ....  14  2  2  14 

Bichmond  ....  1  0  0  1 

Sockland 5  0  1  4 

St.    Lawrence  . .  11  1  3  9 

Saratoga 6  0  1  5 

Schenectady  .  j  .  2  1  1  2 


Schoharie  .  . 
Schuyler  .  . 
Seneca  .  .  . 
Steuben  .  • 
Suffolk  .  •  . 
Sullivan  .  . 
Tioga  .... 
Tompkins  .  , 
Ulster  .  . 
Warren  . 
Washington  .  . 

Wayne 

Westchester  .  . 
Wyoming  .  .  . 
Yates 


. . 


• . . 
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Bemainlng 

Sept.  30, 

1908. 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

Remainins 
Sept.  30, 
1909. 

3 

2 

• 

0 

5 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

11 

2 

1 

12 

2 

1 

0 

3 

6 

0 

0 

6 

4 

0 

0 

4 

6 

2 

1 

7 

9 

0 

0 

9 

4 

2 

2 

4 

4 

0 

1 

3 

4 

0 

0 

4 

13 

2 

2 

13 

2 

0 

0 

2 

5 

1 

0 

6 

565  80  79  556 


The  matron  presents  the  report  of  work  done  during  the  school 
hours  by  the  following  industrial  classes : 


Bands 

Sewing  Classes. 
Class  of  Beginners. 

35 

Breadcloths 

• 

4 

Handkerchiefs  .  .  . 

295 

Xankins 

188 

Towels 

11 

Anrons.  kitchen  .  .  . 

Boys'  List. 

56 

Anrons.  barber's  . . 

t 

3 

Bath  cloths 

49 

Bibs 

128 

Cans   baker's  .  .  .  • 

32 

Collars 

•   ••••••••••••••                                               ^ 
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Doormats , 35 

Handkerchiefs 1,306 

Holders 8 

Neckties 186 

Pillowcases 329 

Pillowticks 39 

Puzzles,  sawed 42 

Sheets 462 

Towels 721 

Towels,  roller 246 

Girls'  List. 

Aprons 125 

Bags 11 

Bands 18 

Curtains,  sash 14 

Drawers,  pairs 33 

Dresses 399 

Dresses  repaired 33 

Names  on  garments 58 

Napkins 155 

Nightdresses ; 220 

Pillowcases i 81 

Sheets 76 

Shirtwaists 9 

Skirts,  under 13 

Tablecloths 20 

Traycloths 6 

Towels 219 

Waists,  under 3 

Washcloths 29 


:x: 


Besides  a  large  amount  of  crocheting,  embroidery  and  other 
fancy  work. 

South  Wing  Sewing  Boom, 

Drawers,  pairs 87 

Shirts 305 

Skirts 135 
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Waists,  boys' 132 

Waists,  girls' 94 


And  a  large  amount  of  mending. 

Girls'  Building  List. 

Aprons 71 

Buttonholes,  extra 2,595 

Bands ,       269 

Bibs 35 

Curtains 8 

Dishcloths 57 

Drawers 129 

Dresses 196 

Dressing  sack 1 

Dustcloths 26 

Garters,  pairs 115 

Holders 160 

Handkerchiefs 120 

Mattress  covers 19 

Napkins 288 

New  sleeves 162 

Names  sewed  on 711 

Nightdresses 48 

Pillowcases 125 

Sheets 80 

Shirtwaists 21 

Skirts 82 

Skirts,  under 36 

Tablecloths 4 

Underwaists 83 

Washcloths 57 


And  a  large  amount  of  mending,  crocheting,  embroidery  and 
other  fancy  work. 

Boys'  Tailoring  List 

Aprons 4 

Blankets 27 
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Cloaks 39 

Coats 98 

Coats  relined 34 

Jackets 17 

Overalls 71 

Suits 207 

Suits  repaired   18 

f             Tablecloths 3 

Trousers 341 

Vests 4 

Class  at  Hosemaking, 

Boys'  hose,  pairs 511 

Girls'  hose,  pairs 1,775 

Hose  refooted,  pairs 1.994 


r 
4> 


1: 

r 


n: 


All  of  the  mending  except  at  the  girls'  building. 

Class  at  Shoemdking, 

Shoes,  pairs 15 

Shoe?,  repaired,  pairs 4,108 


Also  miscellaneous  harness  repairs. 

Brush  Shop  J  Fairmount. 
Brushes,  scrub,  gross   l^Vz 


Sloyd  Class. 

Board,  croquet 1 

Boards,  key 3 

Boards,  sleeve 3 

Boxes,  knife 1 

Boxes,  money 1 

Brackets,  corner ■ 2 

Cabinets,  book 1 

Desks,  writing 8 

Guns 14 

Hangers,  coat 3 
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Holders,  broom 2 

Holder,  necktie 1 

Holders,  toothbrush 4 

Eacks,  book 3 

Backs,  tool . 7 

Rests,  back 1 

Rollers,  towel 4 

Rulers 5 

Sleigh,  hand 1 

Scraper,  crumb 1 

Stand,  book 1 

Stands,  photc^aph   2 

Tray,  crumb 1 

Trays,  pen  and  ink 2 


X. 


The  steward  reports  the  following  as  the  products  of  the  farm 
and  garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1909 : 

'Effga:  Farm  Produce. 

1,018  dozen  eggs $265  13 

Meats : 

308  pounds  chicken 62  65 

224  pounds  duck 42  62 

136  pounds  lard 13  60 

6,408  pounds  pork 530  86 

Milk: 

148,484  quarts  milk 5,410  22 

Farm  Foods : 

200  bushels  beets,  Swedes  .  ./ 40  00 

350  bushels  com 122  50 

150  tons  ensilage 750  00 

50  tons  com  fodder 250  00 

163  tons  hay 2,006  00 

650  bushels  oats 371  00 

80  tons  straw 300  00 

888  weeks  pasturage 440  00 
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Sale  of  farm  products 

Wood,  stove  and  kindling,  50  cords 


Gaeden  Pboduob. 

98  bushels  apples 

1,409  bunches  asparagus 

17  bushels  lima  beans 

60  bushels  string  beans 

94  bushels  beets 

57  bushels  beet  greens 

S3  bunches  chive 

237  quarts  cherries 

3,687  heads  cabbage 

104  bushels  carrots 

1,049  head  cauliflower 

2,013  heads  celery 

29  dozen  cucumbers .'•... 

22,335  pickling  cucumbers 

783  quarts  currants 

281  bushels  sweet  com 

43  dozens  eggplant 

745  pounds  grapes 

70  quarts  gooseberries 

520  dozen  heads  lettuce 

3,003  bunches  green  onions 

85  bushels  late  onions 

270  bunches  parsley 

60  bushels  parsnips 

73  bushels  green  peas 

24  dozen  peppers 

19  bushels  pears 

962  bunches  pie  plant 

61  bushels  plums 

474  bushels  potatoes   

34  bushels  prunes 

2,205  bunches  radishes 


$826  10 

150  00 

$11,580  68 

$71  05 

79  74 

17 

00 

51 

45 

32 

40 

14 

25 

3 

87 

23 

70 

207 

33 

34 

10 

73 

58 

65 

99 

24 

80 

67  01 

62 

64 

140 

50 

48 

25 

22 

35 

4 

20 

330 

85 

5&  49 

72 

85 

8 

10 

25 

05 

67 

00 

1 

92 

17 

10 

17 

16 

61 

00 

341 

45 

35 

00 

51 

55 
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201  quarts  raspberries $26   82 

32  bunches  sage 1   60 

74  bunches  spinach 29   60 

4rl  bushels  summer  squash 13   50 

3,223  pounds  winter  squash 128   92 

305  quarts  strawberries 24  40 

287  bushels  tomatoes 125   10 

54  bushels  turnips 21   60 

17  bushels  vegetable  oysters 10  20 


Total $14,095  15 


The  total  number  of  applications  for  admission  during  the  year 
was  183,  or  four  less  than  for  1908.  Of  this  number  103  were 
for  boys  and  80  for  girls,  the  proportion  for  girls  being  distinctly 
greater  than  usual  and  probably  dne  to  the  fact  that  vacancies  for 
girls  existed  and  which  was  known  to  some  extent  by  officials  in 
certain  of  the  more  populous  counties.  Of  the  applications  re- 
ceived 86  were  accepted  and  placed  on  file  and  97  rejected.  Of 
those  rejected  45  were  thought  to  be  unteachable,  19  were  epilep- 
tic, 4  were  paralyzed,  5  were  helpless,  13  were  over  and  7  under 
the  admissible  age,  3  were  both  epileptic  and  over  the  admissible 
age,  and  one  was  vicious  and  incorrigible  but  not  feeble-minded. 
Tt  will  be  seen  by  the  rejections  made  that  the  policy  suggested 
by  the  State  Board  of  Charities  two  years  ago  was  even  more 
strictly  enforced  than  during  the  previous  year.  In  spite  of  the 
extra  precautions  taken,  however,  several  unteachable  children 
were  received,  their  application  blanks  being  incorrectly  filled  out, 
or  their  intelligence  and  qualifications  being  overestimated  by 
their  friende  or  medical  examiners. 

There  were  admitted  during  the  year  36  boys  and  40  girls  and 
one  boy  and  three  girls  were  readmitted,  making  a  total  of  80  as 
compared  with  75  for  1908.  The  total  number  of  pupils  on  the 
rolls  was  635,  or  18  more  than  for  the  previous  year.  The  maxi- 
mum number  present  at  any  time  was  541,  and  the  minimum, 
which  occurred  during  the  summer  vacation,  was  440. 

The  number  discharged  during  the  year  was  78,  of  whom  32 
were  boys  and  46  girls,  and  one  girl  died,  making  a  total  of  79 
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>  discharges,  or  17  more  than  in  11)08.     Of  the  girls  discharged 

30  were  transferred  to  the  Xewark  Asylum,  2  to  the  Rome 
Asylum,  2-  to  Craig  Colony,  1  to  a  State  hospital  for  the  insane, 
11  were  removed  by  parents,  and  1  died.    Of  the  boys  discharged 

; .  11  were  transferred  to  the  Rome  Asylum,  2  to  Craig  Colony,  1  to 

a  State  hospital  for  the  insane,  16  were  removed  by  parents,  and 

l-  2  eloped.     Every  opportunity  offered  for  the  transfer  of  the  older 

and  unteachable  ones  to  the  custodial  institutions  was  taken  and 

J  a  considerably  greater    number  of    transfers  would    have    been 

__  effected  except  for  the  fire  which  destroyed  one  of  the  large  build- 

ings at  the  Rome  Asylum  last  November.     For  the  same  reason 

__  it  will  hardly  be  possible  to  make  additional  transfers  to  the  Rome 

institution  for  yet  another  year.  As  our  departments  are  now 
filled,  our  doors  must  therefore  be  closed  to  the  further  admission 
of  boys,  except  as  vacancies  occur,  until  the  buildings  at  Rome  are 
reconstructed  and  made  ready  for  occupancy. 

The  health  of  the  institution  population  for  the  year  was  re- 
markably good  and  but  little  sickness  at  any  time  prevailed.  On 
February  6th  a  boy  was  found  with  scarlet  fever.  lie  was  at 
once  isolated  in  one  of  the  private  rooms  at  the  hospital.  On 
March  4:th  a  second  bov  was  discovered  with  the  disease.  The 
citv  health  authorities  were  then  notified  and  consented  to  receive 
both  boys  at  the  city  scarlet  fever  hospital.  On  March  10th  a 
third  boy  was  likewise  affected,  and  he  too  was  sent  to  the  city 
hospital.  No  other  cases  appeared,  and  the  three  boys  made  good 
recoveries  without  sequela?.  At  the  time  scarlet  fever  was  quite 
prevalent  throughout  the  city,  but  by  what  means  it  was  brought 
into  the  institution  we  are  entirely  without  knowledge.  All  three 
boys  belonged  to  the  same  class,  but  no  one  of  them  had  been 
off  the  premises  for  several  months  previous.  The  action  of  the 
city  health  authorities  in  receiving  the  cases  at  the  quarantine 
hospital  was  very  much  appreciated  and  probably  saved  us  from 
a  severe  epidemic. 

In  June  an  isolated  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  diagnosed  in  a 
little  girl  at  the  main  building.  The  disease  was  mild  in  char- 
acter and  ran  a  short  course. 

But  one  death  occurred  throughout  the  year  and  that  one  a 
little  girl  ten  years  old,  from  disease  of  the  heart.     This  was  the 
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first  year  since  1872  (thirty-seven  years  ago)  when  but  a  single 
death  occurred. 

The  repairs  and  improvements  effected  during  the  year  were 
many  and  varied  much  in  character.  The  carpenter  with  those  as- 
sisting him,  besides  making  general  repairs  to  walks,  roofs,  fences, 
locks,  windows,  furniture,  farm  implements,  etc.,  replanked  three 
stalls  in  the  stable,  put  a  new  roof  on  the  ladder-house,  laid  new 
flooring  in  the  parlors,  the  matron's,  stenographer's,  and  assistant 
physician's  rooms,  in  the  halls  at  the  girls'  building,  the  north 
wing,  in  two  lavatories,  and  the  main  hall  of  the  boys^  building ; 
put  on  new  steel  ceilings  in  the  northeast  dormitory,  the  north 
third  floor  and  south  basement  hall  in  the  main  building,  the 
large  second  floor  dormitory  for  boys  over  the  west  schoolroom 
and  the  hall  leading  to  it,  and  the  sewing-room  in  the  south  wing. 
Besides  there  were  made  new  steps  to  the  refrigerator  and  cellar 
stairs  at  the  girls'  building,  outside  steps  to  the  main  building 
kitchen,  a  door  frame  and  wardrobe  at  the  superintendent's  resi- 
dence, new  steps  for  the  west  porch,  six  new  window  frames  at 
the  cow  stables,  and  a  bread  box,  a  hay  rack,  and  four  night 
shirt  racks  for  Fairmount  farm;  also  five  vegetable  crates,  one 
porch  box  for  plants,  two  ironing  boards  and  one  wagon  box. 
The  floor  at  the  stable  for  washing  wagons,  and  the  frame  work 
for  the  scales  at  the  boiler-house  were  entirely  reconstructed. 

As  usual  the  painter  and  a  boy  trained  to  assist  him  were  kept 
steadily  employed  and,  besides  the  resetting  of  all  broken  window 
glass,  kalsomining,  bronzing  radiators,  varnishing  and  refinishing 
floors,  etc.,  repainted  portions  of  the  buildings  as  follows:  The 
stormhouse  and  refrigerator  room,  three  dormitories  and  the 
dining-room  at  the  girls'  building;  the  interior  of  the  greenhouses, 
of  the  north  tenant-house  at  Fairmount,  of  rooms  13,  14,  15,  16 
and  21,  the  south  hall  first  floor,  the  two  parlors,  the  north  hall 
first  and  second  floors,  the  center  schoolroom  and  the  officers' 
dining-room  in  the  main  building;  of  the  lavatory  and  three 
toilet-rooms  at  the  superintendent's  residence;  of  bathrooms  65 
and  66,  the  assistant  physician's  room,  and  room  60  at  the  boys' 
building;  of  the  kitchen,  dining-room,  boys'  washroom,  and  the 
toilet-rooms  at  the  farmhouse;  of  the  sitting-room  at  the  gate- 
house; the  roofs  of  the  west  rear  extension,  the  north  and  south 
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basement  entrances,  the  north  and  south  toilets  of  the  main  build- 
ing; of  the  corridor  between  the  boys'  building  and  north  wing 
and  that  between  the  south  wing  and  laundry ;  of  the  music  hall 
building,  and  the  water  closet  buildings  in  the  grove ;  the  exterior 
of  the  stable;  the  window  frames  at  the  Fairmount  cow  stable; 
the  three  sets  of  doors  at  the  boiler-house;  the  ceiling  of  the 
manager's  room;  a  wagon,  and  three  carriages.  Other  work 
accomplished  in  this  connection  was  the  repapering  of  the  stenog- 
rapher's, the  head  teacher's,  the  steward's  rooms,  and  the  two 
parlors  at  the  main  building;  also  the  north  tenant-house  at 
Fairmount. 

The  engineer  rewired  the  institution  fire  alarm  system,  fitted 
out  with  new  and  improved  alarm  boxes  and  attached  a  whistle 
at  the  boiler-house  as  a  call  for  the  men  who  might  be  at  work  in 
the  garden  or  elsewhere  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  fire  in  the 
daytime.  He  also  installed  new  radiators  in  the  main  building 
parlors  and  a  teacher's  room  on  the  third  floor. 

The  gardener  with  a  party  of  boys  who  assist  him  laid  40  feet 
of  new  cement  walk  near  the  shoe  shop,  125  feet  of  new  paved 
gutters  on  the  roadway  to  the  west  above  the  boys'  building,  and 
over  300  square  feet  of  cement  floor  in  the  main  greenhouse. 

For  the  past  two  years  all  farms  and  gardens  in  this  locality 
have  suffered  much  from  severe  and  prolonged  drought.  The 
drought  last  year  began  about  August  1st,  this  year  the  middle  of 
June  and  continues  up  to  the  present  writing  in  November,  no 
rain  having  fallen  since  June  sufficient  to  penetrate  the  soil  for 
more  than  two  or  three  inches.  As  a  result  the  value  of  our  farm 
and  garden  products  has  materially  declined,  as  for  instance  the 
total  value  in  1907  was  $16,365.75,  in  1908,  $16,143.84;  in  1909, 
$14,095.15.  The  farm  and  garden  product  loss  is  more  or  less 
noted  in  many  items  but  especially  so  during  the  past  year  in 
the  milk  product,  the  loss  in  that  item  being  over  20,000  quarts, 
as  shown  by  the  report  for  1908. 

In  the  matter  of  milk  it  is  gratifying  to  state  that  our  stable 
and  herd  of  cows  were  inspected  June  29th  last  by  the  dairy  in- 
spector for  the  Syracuse  bureau  of  health,  who  gave  us  a  rating 
of  95  per  cent,  out  of  a  possible  100,  that  rating  being  exceeded 
by  only  two  or  three  dairies  in  all  the  locality  hereabouts  supply- 
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ing  the  city  of  Syracuse  with  milk.     In  making  up  the  rate  one 
point  was  deducted  for  insufficient  light,  one  for  slight  staining  of 
the  walls  near  the  floor  in  the  stable,  two  for  storing  the  milk  and 
one  for  transporting  it  at  too  high  a  temperature.    The  deduction 
of  the  last  three  points  was  due  to  a  restricted  use  of  ice,  which 
condition  we  are  unable  to  remedy  wath  our  present  storage  facil- 
ities.    Since  the  inspection  was  made  six  more  windows  have 
been  put  in  the  stable,  much  increasing  the  light,  so  that  to-day, 
pari  passu,  if  rating  was  made  it  would  stand  at  96  per  cent, 
instead  of  95  per  cent.     Excepting  the  above-mentioned  points  all 
others   were   rated   perfect,   as  follows :   Cows  —  their  condition, 
health,  cleanliness,  and  water  supply;  stables  —  their  construction, 
ventilation,  cubic  space  per  cow,  removal  of  manure,  stable  yard ; 
niilkhouse  —  its   construction,   equipment,   cleanliness,    care    and 
cleanliness  of  utensils,  and  temperature  of  w^ater  supply;  milkers 
and  milking  —  the  health  of  attendants  and  cleanliness  of  milking ; 
handling  of  the  milk  —  its  prompt  and  eflicient  cooling.     In  this 
connection  we  quote  from  the  report  of  the  inspector  for  the  State 
Board  of  Charities,  who  made  a  visit  and  insj^ection  of  the  farm  on 
September  18th  last,  as  follows:    *'At  Fainnount  farm  the  cow 
barns,  farm  yard  drainage  and  toilets  have  received  special  atten- 
tion.   The  inspection  finds  every  evidence  of  watchfulness  on  the 
part  of  the  management  to  maintain  hygienic  conditions.     The 
farm  continues  as  before  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Bristow  and 
his  wife,  w^ho  seem  peculiarly  well  fitte<l  for  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  the  patients.     The  household  affairs  are  well  planned. 
Th('  beds  and  bedding  and  the  rooms  throughout  were  found  well 
ordered  and  clean." 

To  relieve  the  monotonv  of  the  dailv  routine  institution  life 
of  the  j)upils  entertainments  were  provided  during  the  year  as 
follows:  On  Octol)er  5th  and  20th,  stereopticon  exhibitions  by 
Mr.  Fred  C.  Xye  of  Syracuse ;  on  October  30th,  a  Halloween  party 
dance  in  costume;  on  November  2d,  songs  and  recitations  by  Mr. 
Edward  Brigham ;  on  Decemler  23d,  a  play  entitled  ^'A  Christ- 
mas Plot,"  with  carols  and  recitations  by  selected  pupils;  on  Janu- 
ary 19th,  some  theatricals;  on  January  25tb,  a  talk  on  the  Indians 
bv  Mr.  (\  E.  Lindlev:  on  P'ebruarv  IHth,  music  and  recitations 
V  Brof.  and  ilrs.  H.  ^I.  Tihoe;on  i[arch  20th,  a  musicale  1  v 
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Prof.  Alfred  Kuenzlin,  violinist;  Mr.  Andrew  J.  Speich,  pianist, 
and  Mrs.  Sauter  Lee,  soprano ;  on  April  20th,  a  fancy  dress  danc- 
ing party ;  on  May  4th,  a  musieale  by  Mr.  Herbert  Eand,  violinist, 
Miss  Mary  N.  Perrin,  pianist,  and  Miss  Grace  P.  Cooper,  soprano ; 
on  June  3d,  a  steropticon  lecture  by  Rev.  John  F.  Dobbs;  on 
June  28th,  music  by  the  Alumini  Mandolin  Club  of  Syracuse; 
on  July  4th,  a  ball  game  and  lawn  party,  with  refreshments  in 
the  afternoon  and  a  display  of  fireworks  in  the  evening;  and  by 
special  dancing  parties  in  charge  of  the  teachers  upon  twelve  dif- 
ferent evenings  during  the  months  of  December,  January,  Febru- 
ary, March  and  April.  Besides  the  above,  picnic  parties  and  out- 
ings were  arranged  for  the  working  girls  during  the  summer 
season,  and  in  September  tickets  were  secured  for  the  boys  at  the 
Fairmount  farm  and  they  were  given  their  annual  opportunity 
of  attending  the  State  fair.  In  the  winter  time,  while  the  snow 
was  on,  sleighing  parties  were  arrange  d  from  day  to  day  until  all 
able  to  be  out  were  given  a  few  hours'  sleighride  about  the  city 
and  the  adjacent  country. 

In  accordance  with  the  custom  which  has  prevailed  for  many 
years  the  institution  was  opened  to  public  visitors  on  thirty-five 
Friday  afternoons  while  the  school  was  in  progress.  Upon  these 
occasions  visitors  were  given  an  opportunity  to  see  the  industrial 
rooms,  inspect  the  pupils'  work  therein,  then  were  conducted  to  the 
hall,  where  special  school  classes  were  exhibited  —  calisthenics, 
dancing  and  other  exercises  to  show  proficiency  in  training.  The 
total  attendance  at  these  Friday  exercises  was  2,154  or  an  average 
of  about  62. 

Besides  these,  visitations  by  public  officials  were  made  as  fol- 
lows: On  October  14th,  by  a  committee  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors of  Erie  county;  on  October  22d,1)y  the  Hon.  Stanley  Mil- 
ward,  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Control,  Kentucky;  on 
October  30th,  by  Hon.  William  K.  Stewart,  President,  and  Dr. 
Stephen  Smith,  Commissioner  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities; 
on  November  11th,  by  Hon.  C.  M.  Bissell,  Fiscal  Supervisor;  on 
December  10th,  a  second  visit  by  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  State  Board  of  Charities;  on  January  22d,  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Westchester  county ;  on 
April  30th,  by  Prof.  Edwin  L.  Earp  of  Syracuse  University  and 
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Lii  cIass  in  soei-jlo^v :  on  Mav  27th,  bv  i  committee  of  the  board 
of  i^z^rris^jrs  of  Chanraoqna  conntv;  on  June  24,  bv  the  Hon. 
C  IL  Hisseih  Fiscal  Supervisor. 

We  herebr  make  pablie  acknowle<]gment  to  the  publishers  of 
tLe  fcllowing  periodicals  which  were  gratuitouslT  sent  throughout 
•Jie  Tear:  -  Eoche^ter  AdTocate,"*  Kochester.  X.  Y. ;  "  The  North 
Star.^  Faribault,  Minn. :  *'  The  Charitable  Observer,''  Lincoln, 
HL  ;  *•  The  Training  School  "  and  '•  Supplement,''  Vineland.  X,  J., 
and  :he  bclletin  of  the  **  Iowa  State  Institutions.'* 

Our  thanks  are  also  extended  to  manv  friends  and  paraits  of 
car  etildnen  for  contributions  of  monev,  fruits,  candies,  nuts, 
toyr,  doCs.  etc.,  at  the  Christmas  season.  The  pleasure  and  happi- 
ness imparted  to  our  pupils  by  these  gifts  could  only  be  appre- 
ciated by  being  present  at  their  distribution  and  witnessing  the 
beaming  faces  of  the  children  on  Christmas  day. 

Within  the  past  six  years  467  discharges  and  433  admissions 
have  occurred.  A  large  proportion  of  those  discharged  belonged 
to  the  adult  and  unteachable  classes  and  were  transferred  to  the 
custodial  asylums.  In  their  places  have  been  received  a  yotmger 
and  more  teachable  dement.  As  a  result  the  classes  in  the  school- 
rooms have  grown  laiger  and  more  tmwieldy,  while  the  corps  of 
teachers  has  remained  the  same  in  number.  Our  application 
made  to  the  financial  authority  more  than  a  year  ago  for  an  allow- 
ance sufficiwit  to  employ  two  more  teachers  was  met  by  the  re- 
sponse that  the  funds  available  for  the  support  of  the  institution 
would  not  warrant  any  increase  in  the  payroll.  At  that  time  it 
was  felt  more  teach^^  were  imperatively  needed,  which  is  now 
further  intensified  by  the  eighty  fresh  admissions  of  the  year  last 
past.  In  spite  of  all  this,  however,  the  year's  school  work  has 
been  reasonablv  satisfactorv,  and  we  believe  its  results  will  com- 
pare  favorably  with  other  annual  peiiods.  The  teachers  have 
shown  diligence,  faithfulness,  and  an  element  of  enthusiasm 
which  is  a  ^ine  qua  non  to  success  in  the  training  of  the  feeble- 
minded. Among  the  new  features  introduced  were  lace  making, 
and  raffia  basketry  for  a  class  of  boys.  For  the  lace  making  a 
frame  was  secured,  and  after  several  weeks'  application  a  teacher 
acquired  the  process,  and  she  has  since  succeeded  in  teaching  one 
girl  to  perform  the  work.     The  process  is  so  complicated  and 
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requires  so  much  patience  and  effort  to  learn  it  that  we  doubt 
if  many  of  our  girls  can  acquire  it  successfully  and  satisfactorily 
enough  to  make  it  an  industry  worth  pushing  very  extensively. 
For  several  years  past  a  class  of  girls  has  been  doing  raffia  bas- 
ketry, but  believing  that  boys  would  be  interested  in  it  too,  a  class 
was  organized  some  months  ago  and  now  seems  to  show  fully  as 
much  pride  and  pleasure  in  its  products  as  does  the  girls'  class. 
A  gun  drill  has  also  been  added  to  the  boys'  calisthenic  class  which 
we  have  reason  to  believe  will  prove  a  pleasing  feature.  In  this 
connection  it  is  well  to  know  that  the  guns  used  in  the  drill  were 
all  made  of  w^ood  by  the  class  in  sloyd.  • 

We  are  frequently  asked  what  are  the  purposes  sought  and  the 
results  obtained  in  the  training  and  education  of  the  feeble- 
minded. Upon  this  subject  and  in  answer  to  such  inquiries  my 
views  were  expressed  in  the  report  for  1885  in  such  form  that  I 
trust  they  will  bear  repetition  at  this  time:  **  It  is  becoming  more 
and  more  the  purpose  in  all  institutions  of  this  kind  to  incline 
the  methods  of  training,  so  far  as  practicable,  toward  some  form 
of  industrial  occupation.  It  must  be  recognized  that  this  large 
class  whom  we  instruct,  care  and  provide  for,  is,  if  left  to  them- 
selves, an  extremely  dependent  and  helpless  one.  They  are 
brought  here  in  youth  mainly,  but  each  year  of  their  Hve^  they 
are  growing  toward  maturity,  and  many  of  our  numbers  have 
already  passed  the  age  when  they  ought  no  longer  to  be  kept 
within  the  confines  of  a  schoolroom.  They  are,  of  course,  as  com- 
pared with  normal  humanity,  short-lived,  yet  a  large  number  pass 
well  into  the  years  of  adult  life  and  not  a  few  into  rii^  manhood 
and  womanhood.  It  is  to  make  them  of  some  use  to  themselves 
or  to  the  world  after  their  maturity  that  we  must  apply  our  efforts 
at  teaching.  We  cannot  make  of  them  scholars  or  skilled  artisans 
able  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  compete  with  ordinary  mortals, 
but  we  can  teach  many  of  them,  the  boys,  to  be  useful  in  the 
shops  at  trades,  in  the  garden  with  tools,  or  on  the  farm  at  manual 
labor;  and  the  girls  in  the  laundry,  the  bakery,  the  kitchen,  or 
with  the  needle,  the  brush,  or  the  broom.  Besides  all  this  there 
are  many  as  they  reach  maturity  who  can  be  taught  to  become 
exceedingly  useful  in  the  care  of  their  more  helpless  kind.  By 
this  we  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  we  are  disposed  to  convert  on  r 
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schoolrooms  into  shops  and  tradesrooms.  For  the  children  and 
youthful  portion  we  believe  there  cannot  be  any  substitution 
worthy  of  consideration  devised  to  take  the  place  of  the  school- 
room, but  we  would  so  harmonize  and  combine  schoolroom  in- 
struction with  industrial  training  that  the  step  from  the  former 
to  the  latter  may  be  made  easy  and  pleasant.  In  short,  the  future 
of  these  unfortunates  should  be  kept  in  the  foreground  of  all 
methods,  so  that  when  they  are  men  and  women  grown  they  are 
not  abandoned  and  left  as  simply  ^cumberers  of  the  earth'  but 
helpers  of  each  other,  of  their  friends  or  parents,  or  of  the  State, 
the  parent  and  guardian  of  us  all." 

•  In  concluding  this  report  after  a  service  as  the  superintendent 
of  this  institution  for  a  full  quarter  of  a  century,  it  gives  me 
unbounded  pleasure  to  feel  that  I  have  always  had  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  its  board  of  managers.  To  this  statement  the  assur- 
ances given  me  the  past  year  by  your  president  and  others  of 
your  board  have  been  no  exception,  and  for  which  and  for  your 
valuable  counsel  and  co-operation  my  thanks  are  most  heartily 
extended.  The  officers  and  employees  too,  with  but  few  exce}>- 
tions,  have  given  another  year's  loyal  and  faithful  service  without 
which  but  little  success  could  have  been  attained.  Relying  upon 
them  for  a  continuance  of  the  same  and  upon  you  for  advice, 
guidance,  and  support,  I  look  forward  to  another  year  with  re- 
newed hope  and  confidence.  The  sole  aim  of  my  life  for  the 
past  twenty-five  years  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  institution 
has  been  to  carry  out  its  purposes  with  credit,  honor,  and  fidelity, 
and,  as  far  as  possible  in  my  ix)wer,  to  impress  this  duty  and 
obligation  upon  all  subordinates  and  employees  generally.  Such 
will  continue  my  cons:tant  purpose  for  what  must  he  a  much 
shorter  period  of  time  to  follow  and  to  the  end. 

JAMES  C.  CARSOX, 

Superintendent. 
Svracuse,  X.  Y.,  Xoveml)er  29,  1909. 
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Articulation. 

Primer    and    first 
reader. 

Primer   and    articu- 
lation. 

Chart  and  primer. 

Second  reader. 
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Miss  Collins. 

Miss  Crawford. 

Miss  Featherstonc. 

Miss  Hoover. 
Miss  Kennedy. 

Miss  Martincau. 

Miss  Terwilleger. 
Miss  Williams. 

Miss  Enright. 

Miss  Hayes  and  Miss 

O'Brien. 
Miss  Erwin  and  Miss 

Higgifut. 
Miss  Ryan. 
Miss  Persson. 

By-laws  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Peeble-Minded 

Children. 

(Revised  December  9,  1908.) 
Article  I. 

Of  the  Managers, 

The  managers  shall  have  the  general  direction  and  control  of  all 
the  property  and  concerns  of  the  institution,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  by  law,  and  shall  take  charge  of  its  general  interests, 
maintain  an  effective  inspection  of  the  affairs  and  management  of 
the  institution,  and  see  that  its  general  designs  be  carried  into 
effect,  and  everything  done  faithfully  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Legislature,  and  the  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  institution.  They  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  their 
services,  but  shall  be  paid  their  actual  and  reasonable  traveling 
and  other  expenses,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the  rendering 
of  their  accounts. 

Article  II. 

Meetings  of  the  Board. 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  board  shall  be  held  monthly  at  the 
institution,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month,  at  three 
o'clock  p.  M. 

Article  III. 

Of  Elections. 

At  the  meeting  in  October  in  each  and  every  year,  the  officers 
of  the  board,  who  shall  be  a  president  to  preside  in  the  absence  of 
the  State  Commissioner  of  Education,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer, 
and  an  executive  committee,  consisting  of  three  of  the  managers, 

shall  be  chosen  bv  ballot. 

t/ 

Article  IV. 

Of  the  Order  of  Business. 

At  the  regular  meetings  of  the  board,  the  order  of  business 
shall  be  as  follows: 

1.  Reading  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

2.  Report  of  the  executive  committee. 
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3.  Reports  of  the  general  committees. 

4.  Keport  of  the  treasurer. 

5.  Report  of  the  superintendent. 
0.  Reports  of  special  committees. 

7.  Resolutions. 

8.  Miscellaneous  business. 

Article  V. 

Of  the  Executive  Committee. 

.  The  members  of  the  executive  committee  shall  meet  at  the  insti- 
tution on  the  second  Wednesday  of  every  month,  at  such  hour  as 
they  may  fi'om  time  to  time  appoint.  They  shall  have  the  gen- 
eral charge  of  the  interests  of  the  institution  in  all  matters  which 
may  arise  between  the  meetings  of  the  board;  shall  see  that  all 
resolutions  of  the  managers  are  promptly  carried  into  effect;  they 
shall  keep  regular  minutes  of  their  proceedings  in  a  book  pre- 
pared for  that  purpose  and  kept  in  the  institution,  and  present  the 
same  at  the  meeting  of  the  board,  and  they  shall  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  delegated  to  them  by  the  board.  They 
shall  have  the  power  of  calling  extra  meetings  of  the  board.  They 
shall  prepare  the  annual  report  and  submit  the  same  for  the 
approbation  of  the  board  at  its  meeting  in  October. 

Article  VI. 

Of  the  General  Committees, 

The  general  committees  shall  be  as  follows: 

Auditing  and  treasurer's  accounts,  three  members. 

Buildings  and  grounds,  two  members. 

Farm,  two  members. 

Education,  two  members. 

Inmates,  two  members. 

Personal  property,  visitation  and  inspection,  two  members  ap- 
pointed  quarterly. 

Employees,  two  members. 

The  general  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president 
annually  in  October  unless  otherwise  specified.  Each  shall  have 
direct  supervision  over  its  particular  subject  and  in  case  of  dis- 
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piited  jurisdiction,  the  president  shall  decide  as  to  which  general 
committee  a  subject  shall  be  referred.  Each  general  committee 
shall  report  upon  its  work,  or  upon  any  special  matter  referred 
to  it,  to  the  board  of  managers  and  shall  make  an  annual  report 
to  the  board  of  managers  at  its  meeting  in  October. 

Abticle  VII. 

Of  the  Secretary, 

The  Secretary  shall  keep  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
board,  and  record  them  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  shall 
perform  such  other  duties  as  the  board  shall  assign  him.  He 
shall  also  notify  the  managers  of  all  meetings  of  the  board. 

Aeticle  VIII. 

Of  the  Treasurer. 

The  treasurer  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  moneys,  bonds, 
notes,  mortgages  and  other  securities  and  obligations  belonging 
to  the  institution;  collect  all  moneys  due,  and  receive  all  appro- 
priations, gifts  and  legacies  made  or  bequeathed  to  the  institution 
and  deposit  the  same  in  some  safe  bank ;  he  shall  pay  all  debts  and 
bills  according  to  the  estimatee  approved  by  the  fiscal  supervisor 
and  as  audited  by  the  auditing  and  treasurer's  accounts  committee, 
and  keep  full  and  accurate  accounts  of  all  his  collections,  receipts 
and  payments.  He  shall  render  to  the  executive  committee  semi- 
annual statements  of  his  receipts  and  payments ;  balance  his  books 
of  account  annually,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  and  upon  the  day 
of  the  annual  meeting  make  and  deliver  to  said  committee  a  state- 
ment of  such  balance,  showing  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the 
past  year. 

Article  IX. 

Of  the  Superintendent, 

The  superintendent  shall  be  the  chief  .executive  officer  of  the 
institution.  He  shall  have  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
buildings,  grounds  and  farm,  together  with  their  furniture,  fix- 
tures and  stock,  and  the  direction  and  control  of  all  persons 
employed  in  and  about  the  same,  subject  to  the  laws  and  regu- 
lations  established  by  the  managers.    He  shall  have  the  appoint- 
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ment  of  his  coresident  officers,  with  power  to  assign  them  their 
respective  duties,  subject  to  the  by-laws.  He  shall  employ,  sub- 
ject to  the  supervision  of  the  board  of  managers,  such  teachers, 
attendants  and  assistants  as  he  may  think  proper  and  necessary 
for  the  economical  and  efficient  carrying  into  effect  of  the  design 
of  the  institution,  prescribe  their  several  duties  and  places,  and 
may  discharge  any  of  them.  He  shall  also  from  time  to  time, 
give  such  orders  and  instructions  as  he  may  judge  best  calculated 
to  induce  good  conduct,  fidelity  and  economy  in  any  department 
of  labor  and  expense,  and  he  is  authorized  and  enjoined  to  main- 
tain salutary  discipline  among  all  who  are  employed  by  the  in- 
stitution, and  to  enforce  strict  compliance  with  such  instructions 
and  uniform  obedience  to  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  insti- 
tution. He  shall  further  cause  full  and  fair  accounts  and  records 
of  all  his  doings,  and  of  the  entire  business  and  operations  of  the 
institution,  together  with  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
pupils,  to  be  kept  r^ularly^  from  day  to  day,  in  books  provided 
for  that  purpose;  and  he  shall  see  that  all  such  accounts  and 
records  shall  be  fully  made  up  the  first  days  of  April  and  October 
in  each  year,  and  that  the  principal  facts  and  results,  with  his 
report  thereon,  be  presented  to  the  board  at  its  semi-annual 
meetings.  The  exercise  of  the  foregoing  powers  shall  be  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  managers,  except  as  herein  otherwise  pro- 
vided. He  shall  conduct  the  official  correspondence  of  the  insti- 
tution ;  shall,  at  the  time  of  the  admission  of  any  pupil  into  the 
institution,  enter  in  a  book,  to  be  provided  and  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose, a  minute,  with  date,  of  the  name  and  residence  of  the  pupil, 
and  of  the  person  or  persons  upon  whose  application  he  is 
received;  together  with  a  copy  of  the  application,  statement,  cer- 
tificate, and  all  other  papers  accompanying  such  pupil;  the  orig- 
inals of  which  he  shall  file  and  carefully  preserve.  And  he  shall 
be  accountable  for  the  careful  keeping  and  economical  use  of  all 
furniture,  stores  and  other  articles  provided  for  the  institution, 
and  prepare  and  present  to  the  board  at  its  annual  meeting,  a 
true  and  perfect  inventory  of  all  the  personal  property  and  effects 
belonging  to  the  institution.  He  may  make  arrangements  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  managers,  for  the  support,  maintenance 
and  clothing  of  pupils  admitted  to  the  institution;  and  should 
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immediately,  on  the  reception  of  any  State  pupil,  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county 
from  which  the  pupil  was  sent. 

He  shall  also  give  notice  of  the  discharge  of  a  pupil  by  the 
managers,  to  the  person  and  in  the  mode  described  by  law;  and 
shall  see  to  the  removal  and  delivery  of  such  discharged  pupil  to 
the  proper  county  and  officer. 

Artici^  X. 

Of  the  Pupils. 

The  design  and  objects  of  the  institution,  as  established  by 
the  action  of  the  Legislature,  are  not  of  a  custodial  character; 
but  to  furnish  the  means  of  education  to  that  portion  of  the 
youth  of  the  State  not  provided  for  in  any  of  its  other  educa- 
tional institutions.  Those  only  will,  therefore,  be  received  into 
the  institution  who  are  of  a  proper  school-attending  age,  and 
for  such  periods  of  time  as  shall,  in  the  estimation  of  the  board 
of  managers,  suffice  to  impart  all  the  education  practicable  in  each 
particular  case,  and  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  herein- 
after specified. 

Children  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen,  who  are 
feeble-minded,  or  so  deficient  in  intelligence  as  to  be  incapable  of 
being  educated  at  any  ordinary  school,  and  who  are  not  epileptic, 
paralyzed,  helpless,  insane  or  greatly  deformed,  may  be  admitted 
by  the  superintendent,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  execu- 
tive committee.  Applications  in  behalf  of  others  shall  be  referred 
to  the  action  of  the  board  of  managers. 

The  parents  or  next  friends  of  those  in  whose  behalf  applica- 
tions are  made  for  admission  as  pupils,  shall  make  answers  in 
writing  to  such  questions  as  the  superintendent  and  committee 
shall  prescribe.  They  shall,  moreover,  if  of  sufficient  ability, 
engage  to  pay  such  reasonable  sum  for  the  education  and  sup- 
port of  the  pupils,  and  to  furnish  them  with  such  proper  cloth- 
ing while  in  the  institution,  as  shall  be  stipulated  by  the  super- 
intendent, and  they  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  bound  to  receive  them 
back  when  required,  free  of  expense  to  the  institution.  But  no 
feeble-minded  pupil  shall  be  received  into  the  institution  with- 
out there  shall  have  been  first  lodged,  with  the  superintendent 
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thereof,  a  request  to  that  effect,  under  the  hand  of  the  person  by 
whose  direction  he  is  sent,  stating  the  age,  and  place  of  nativity, 
if  known,  of  the  feeble-minded  one,  the  Christian  and  surname, 
the  town,  or  city,  and  county  in  which  he  resides,  the  ability 
or  otherwise  of  the  pupil,  his  parents  or  guardians,  to  pro- 
vide for  his  support,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  if  in  part  only, 
in  what  part;  and  the  degree  of  relationship,  or  other  circum- 
stance of  connection  between  him  and  the  person  requesting  his 
admission,  which  statement  shall  be  verified  in  writing,  by  the 
oath  of  two  disinterested  persons,  residents  of  the  same  county 
with  the  feeble-minded  one,  acquainted  with  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances so  stated,  and  certified  to  be  creditable  by  the  county 
judge  of  the  same  county.  And  no  feeble-minded  pupil  shall 
be  received  into  said  institution  unless  the  county  judge  of  the 
county  liable  for  his  support  shall  certify  that  such  j^upil  is  an 
eligible  and  proper  candidate  for  admission  to  said  institution 
as  aforesaid,  provided,  however,  that  feeble-minded  pupils  may 
be  received  into  said  institution  upon  the  application  therefor 
signed  officially  by  any  county  superintendent  of  the  poor,  or 
by  the  commissioners  of  charity  of  any  of  the  cities  of  this  State 
where  such  commissioners  exist. 

The  State  pupils  in  the  institution  will  be  selected  in  equal 
numbers,  as  far  as  may  be,  from  each  judicial  district,  from 
those  whose  parents  or  guardians  are  unable  to  provide  for  their 
support  therein. 

The  State  pupils  will  be  expected  to  come  to  the  institution 
provided  with  a  supply  of  neat  and  substantial  clothing  for  the 
first  six  months,  after  which  period  the  clothing  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  institution,  at  the  expense  of  the  respective  coun- 
ties of  which  they  are  residents,  as  in  the  case  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  the  blind  institutions  of  the  State. 

A  bond  will  be  required  in  all  cases,  except  the  case  of  a 
State  pupil,  to  insure  the  removal  of  the  pupil  free  of  expense 
to  the  institution. 

All  pupils  will  be  received  upon  trial  for  one  month,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  a  report  upon  the  case  will  be  made  to  the 
parents  or  parties  sending  them,  if  requested. 

The  education  furnished  bv  the  institution  will   include  not 


42  [Assembly  If o.  56.] 

only  the  simpler  elements  of  instruction  usually  taught  in  com- 
mon schools,  where  that  is  practicable,  but  will  embrace  a  course 
of  training  in  the  more  practical  matters  of  every-day  life,  the 
cultivation  of  habits  of  decency,  propriety,  self-management  and 
self-reliance,  and  the  development  and  enlargement  of  a  capacity 
for  useful  occupation. 

There  shall  be  a  vacation  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  board,  at  which  period 
all  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  institution  by  the  parents 
or  guardians,  if  required  by  the  superintendent. 

By-laws  can  only  be  altered  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board 
bv  a  majority  of  the  whole  board. 
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IN   ASSBMBLY 


Jvly  21,  1911. 


SIXTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MANAGERS  OF 
THE  SYRACUSE  STATE  INSTITUTION  FOR  FEEBLE- 
MINDED  CHILDREN. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  establishing  this  institu- 
tion, the  undersigned  managers  respectfully  submit  this  their 
sixtieth  annual  report: 

Resources  fob  the  Year. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1909 $16  17 

Receipts  from  State  appropriations  during  fiscal 

year 109,090  00 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils.  .  10,990  71 
Receipts  from   pay  cases,   board,   instruction   and 

clothing 1,765  68 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 44  75 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 621  86 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 138  57 

Receipts  from  miscellaneous 46  16 

Total $122,713  90 
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DiSBUBSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  account  of  maintenance $107,741  99 

Returned  to   Comptroller,  chapter   572,  Laws  of 

1899 13,G07  73 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  191Q 1,3G4  18 


Total $122,713  W 


Classified  Summary  of  Expenditures. 
On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1910: 

^Salaries  and  wages $43,332  01 

Expenses  of  officers  and  managers • 91  45 

Proviaions 25,846  47 

Household  stores 3,663  74 

Clothing ' 5,053  60 

Fuel  and  light 16,507  37 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 764  47 

Shop,  farm  and  garden 8,325  03 

Ordinary  repairs 669  63 

Transportation  of  inmates 49*  18 

Miscellaneous 3,439  04 

Total $107,741  99 


Assets  September  30,  1910. 

Balance  in  cash $1,364  18 

Due  from  individuals  for  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 712  14 

Due  from  State  Treasurer  on  unexpended  appro- 
priations    6,657  67 

Total $8,733  99 


•  Includes  $3,095.55  expended  for  salaries  and  wages  of  employees  engagHl 
in  the  manufacture  of  and  repairs  ta  clothing,  and  formerly  charged  to 
account  of  clothing. 


In  the  foregoing  tables  the  financial  statistics  concerning  the 
maintenance  of  the  institution  are  presented  in  their  nsual  form. 
The  receipts  from  all  sources  are  shown  in  the  first  table  and 
aggregate  $122,713.90,  exceeding  those  for  1909  by  over  $6,600. 
Of  the  total  amount  received  $109,090  was  from  State  appro- 
priations and  the  balance,  $13,607.73,  from  the  various  customary 
sources,  the  principal  ones  being  from  counties  for  clothing  State 
pupils  $10,990.71  and  from  pay  cases  $1,765.68.  The  amount 
from  counties  was  larger  than  usual  and  this  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  several  counties  were  derelict  in  payments  the  previous  year, 
whereas  for  this  year  the  extraordinary  occurred  and  every  county 
in  the  State  against  which  charges  existed  settled  the  account  in 
full. 

The  disbursements  are  shown  in  the  second  table  and  include 
the  sum  $107,741.97  paid  on  account  of  maintenance  and  also 
the  amount  $13,607.73,  the  total  received  from  the  various 
sources  noted  in  the  first  table  and  which,  according  to. existing 
law,  was  duly  transmitted  to  the  State  Treasury  in  monthly  in- 
stalments to  become  available  for  maintenance  under  chapter 
433.  Laws  of  1909. 

The  classified  summary  of  expenditures  is  presented  in  the 
third  table.  As  compared  with  1909  an  increase  of  $1,603.33  is 
shown  for  provisions;  of  $34.48  for  household  stores;  of  $102.39 
for  clothing;  of  $276.48  for  fuel  and  light;  of  $1,124.76  for  shop, 
farm  and  garden;  of  $441.39  for  ordinary  repairs;  and  of 
$208.57  for  miscellaneous;  a  decrease  of  $8.76  for  salaries  and 
wages;  of  $4.34  for  expenses  of  officers  and  managers;  of  $64.05 
for  hospital  and  medical  supplies;  and  of  $90.81  for  transporta- 
tion of  inmates,  or  in  all  an  amount  $4,143.44  in  excess  of  that 
for  1909.  Of  this  excess  nearly  $2,000  was  from  lack  of  funds 
for  necessarilv  deferred  articles  of  that  year  and  the  balance 
from  an  increase  in  the  average  attendance  and  the  enhanced  cost 
of  provisions  and  other  supplies. 

The  expenditures  from  special  appropriations  during  the  year 
were  all  made  under  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909,  and  as^egated 
$3,119.43.  Of  this  amount  $1,562  was  for  new  iron  beds,  school 
desks,  furniture  and  furnishings;  $120  for  a  new  roof  on  the 
south  wing  piazza ;  $150  for  decorating,  repapering,  etc. ;  $30  for 
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steam  pipe  covering;  $160  for  a  paved  entrance  at  the  south  door 
of  the  boiler  house;  $50  for  steel  ceilings;  $90  for  new  plumbing; 
$230  for  new  fire  hose;  $360  for  changing  the  swing  of  outside 
doors;  and  the  balance  $298  for  the  wages  of  an  extra  carpenter 
and  for  miscellaneous  purposes. 

By  the  Legislature  of  1910  special  appropriations  were  made 
a6  follows :  One  of  $13,000  for  reconstructing  the  electric  wiring 
throughout  the  institution  buildings,  and  one  of  $6,000  for  repairs 
and  equipment.  Under  these  appropriations  no  money  had  been 
expended  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Plans  and  specifications  for 
the  electric  wiring  are  in  course  of  preparation  by  the  State 
Architect;  and  under  the  appropriation  for  repairs  and  equip- 
ment estimates  have  been  submitted  and  approved  for  various  im- 
provements, work  upon  which  is  now  to  quite  an  extent  under 
progress. 

At  the  September  board  meeting  it  was  voted  to  recommend  an 
appropriation  of  $96,000  for  next  year's  maintenance,  and  for 
special  appropriations  as  follows: 

For  repairs  and  equipment  $6,000,  including  for  an  outaide 
water  closet  at  Fairmount,  the  plumbing  and  a  sewage  disposal 
plant  in  connection  with  the  same,  $2,500;  for  constnicting  a  high 
iroii  fence  on  the  north  side  of  the  institution  premises  $2,000; 
and  the  balance  $1,500  for  the  purchase  of  a  piano,  flooring,  new 
steel  ceilings,  and  other  improvements. 

For  providing  two  150  H.  P.  boilers  in  place  of  three  old 
ones  at  the  l)oiler  house,  setting  the  same  and  making  the  neces- 
sary connections;  for  installing  an  electric  light  ))lant;  and  for 
the  erection  of  a  coal  storage  shed. 

(Amount  to  be  determined  later  by  the  State  Architect.) 

The  outside  water  closet  for  the  use  of  the  boys  at  Fairmount 
will  be  possible  next  season  by  reason  of  the  construction  of  a 
new  and  larger  reservoir  for  water  which  is  now  under  progress 
and  which  can  be  kept  supplied  with  water  by  the  use  of  a  gaso- 
lene engine  attachment  to  the  pump  when  the  wind  fails  to  oper- 
ate the  mill.  The  sanitary  improvements  mentioned  were  recom- 
mended bv  ^Ir.  Theodore  Horton,  Sanitarv  Engineer -of  the  State 
Department  of  Uealth,  at  the  time  of  his  visit  here  in  Septeml)er. 

The  need  of  tlie  high  iron  fence  was  presented  a  year  ago,  as 
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follows:  "A  wall  fence  extends  from  Burnet  Park  along  the  en- 
tire eastern  boundary  of  the  institution  premises  and  a  short  dis- 
tance up  Grand  avenue  along  the  southern  boundary.  A  tight 
high  board  fence  extends  the  rest  of  the  distance  on  Grand  avenue 
and  along  the  western  boundary.  On  the  northern  line  there  is  a 
barbed  wire  fence  and  a  partial  hedge.  The  board  fence  is  getting 
old,  tumbling  down,  and  must  soon  be  replaced  in  some  manner. 
The  barbed  wire  fence  is  of  no  practical  use  in  keeping  out  either 
pilferers  or  mischievous  boys,  and  from  such  persons  the  institu- 
tion is  in  great  need  of  protection." 

The  request  of  an  appropriation  for  new  boilers  has  been  made 
for  the  past  two  years  and  the  reasons  for  them  have  each  year 
grown  more  and  more  urgent.  This  year  both  the  State  Architect 
and  Fiscal  Supervisor  have  given  the  appropriation  for  the 
boilers  their  approval  and  have  also  indorsed,  as  we  are  informed, 
an  item  for  establishing  an  electric  light  plant. 

For  three  years  past  this  board  has  advocated  a  separation  of 
sexes  in  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded  and,  for  what  seemed 
good  and  sufficient  reasons,  that  this  institution  should  become 
one  for  girls  alone.  In  this  connection  we  quote  as  follows  from 
our  last  year's  report:  '^As  an  outgrowth  of  the  foregoing  recom- 
mendations a  joint  meeting  of  the  managers  of  the  three  institu- 
tions for  the  feeble-minded,  Newark,  Syracuse  and  Rome,  in  con- 
ference with  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  and  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association  was  held  at  the 
Rome  Asylum  November  24,  1908.  At  this  meeting  it  was  agreed 
with  practical  unanimity  that  a  complete  separation  of  the  sexes 
ih'  desirable  in  all  institutions  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  the 
feeble-minded;  that  the  female  population  at  the  Rome  Asylum 
should  be  provided  for  at  the  Newark  Asylum;  that  all  of  the 
bovs  at  the  Svracuse  institution  should  then  be  transferred  to  the 
Rome  Asylum ;  that  the  Syracuse  institution  should  be  trans- 
formed into  a  training  school  exclusively  for  girls;  and  that  as 
soon  as  practicable  thereafter  a  separate  school  department  for 
boys  should  be  provided  at  the  Rome  Asylum.  In  furtherance  of 
this  policy  and  the  future  welfare  of  the  feeble-minded  cared  for 
at  these  institutions  it  is  hoped  that  appropriations  will  be  ob- 
tained at  the  approaching  legislative  session  to  provide  newac- 
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commodatio'n  at  the  ^Newark  Asylum  for  the  females  now  at  the 
Eome  Asylum,  to  which  this  board  stands  ready  to  pledge  its  in- 
fluence and  united  support." 

Accompanying  this  report  and  made  a  part  of  it  are  also  the 
reports  of  the  treasurer  and  superintendent  to  which  your  atten- 
tion is  resiJectfuUy  invited. 

W.  W.  CHENEY, 

M.  V.  Z.  BELUEN, 

EDWARD  S.  VAN  DUYN, 

EALPII  S.  BOWEN, 

W.  W.  WIARD, 

P.  A.  LUDDEN, 

ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


James  C.  (\rson,  treasurer  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 

*  1,' 

for  Feeble-Jfinded  Children,  in  current  account  with  the  State  of 
!Xew  York  for  cash  received  and  expended  for  the  general  supplies 
and  for  salaries  and  wages  of  officers,  teachers,  attendants  and 
other  employees  of  said  institution,  etc.,  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1910: 

Resources  for  the  Year. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1909 $16  17 

State   appropriations   for  maintenance 10'9,O9O  00 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils.  .  10,990  71 
Rec-eipts   from   pay  cases,  board,   instnietion   and 

clothing 1,765  68 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shops 44  75 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products 621  86 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 138  57 

Miscellaneous 46  16 

Total $122,713  90 

Dishursements. 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

October,  1909 $11,166  65 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month    of 

November,  1909 10,120  92 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month    of 

Deceml)er,'  1909 10,939  09 

Warrants   of   execvitive   committee   for   month   of 

January,  1910 9,738  43 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   mon'th   of 

February,  1910 10,396  32 

Warrants  of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

March,  1910 9,887  36 
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Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

April,  1910 $7,290  76 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

May,  1910 7,118  37 

Warrants   of   executive   committee  for   month  of 

June,  1910 10,330  03 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month    of 

July,  1910 7,820  96 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month    of 

August,  1910 6,130  11 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

September,  1910 6,802  99 

$107,741  99 
Returned  to   Comptroller,   chapter  580,   Laws  of 

1899 13,607  73 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1910 1,364  18 

Total $122,713  90 

There  was  received  and  expended  under  special  appropriations, 
chapter  466,  Laws  of  1908,  and  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909 : 

Appropriation  for  industries  and  their  mainte- 
nance, chapter  466,  Laws  of  1908,  cash  received 
from  Comptroller  $67  77 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 67  77 

Balance  appropriation  unexpended  and  trans- 
ferred to  maintenance  fund   $50  00 

Appropriation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter 
461,  Laws  of  1909,  casfh  received  from  Comp- 
troller   :  .  .  .         $1,488  98 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating   1,488  98 


Balance  appropriation  unexpended   $366  8»5 
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Appropriation  for  typewriters,  desks,  etc.,  chapter 
461,  Laws  of  1909,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller           $1,562  68 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 1,562  68 


Balance  appropriation  unexpended   ........  $290  82 

% 

Recapitulation. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1910: 

Industries  and  maintenance,  chapter  4166,  Laws  of 

1908 $67  77 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909  1,488  9-8 

Typewriters,  desks,  etc.,  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909  1,562  68 

Total $3,119  43 

Special  unexpended  appropriations  still  available,  chapter  461, 
Laws  of  1909,  and  chapter  508,  Laws  of  1910 : 

Repairs  and  equipmen't,  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909 .  $366  85 
Typewriters,    desks,    etc.,   chapter   461,    Laws    of 

1909 290  82 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  508,  Laws  of  1910.  6,000  00 

Total $6,657  67 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children: 
Gentlemen. —  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law 
and  your  board  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  exhib- 
iting statistics  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  aflPairs  of  the  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1910: 

Movement  of  the  Population. 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Present  at  beginning  of  the  year 264  '26j7  531 

Absent  on  vacation 15  10  2'5 

Since  admitted   18  24  42 

Readmitted 2  0  2 

Total  for  the  year 299  301  600 

Discharged 20  21  41 

Died 2  2  4 

Present  at  close  of  the  year 263  273  536 

Absent  on  vacation 14  5  19 

Total  on  the  rolls 277  278  555 

Average  daily  attendance   264  267  531 

Total   number  of  weeks  board    furnished    to  the 

pupils : 27,667 

Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses  except  clothing $99,592  84 

Cost  of  clothing 8,149  15 

Total  cost $107,741  ^9 
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Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instnic- 

tion  of  pupils $3  59 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing •   3  89 

Yearly  per  capita  cost 203  04 
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The  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during  the  year  were  as 
follows : 

Exposure  (freezing)    1 

Pneumonia 1 

Tuberculosis ; 2 

Hospital  Record  of  Diseases  Treat?:d. 

Abscesses 15 

Acne 2 

Adenitis 5 

Anaemia   4 

Blepharitis 1 

Bronchitis,  acute 31 

Bursitis 1 

Burns 2 

Chilblains 8 

Conjunctivitis,  acute 10 

Chorea 1 

Cvsts 2 

Dvsentei^' 1 

Eczema 3 

Erysipelas .      1 

Enteritis 7 

Epilepsy 2 

Fractures 1 

Furunculosis 3 

Gastritis,  acute 28 

Gastritis,  enteritis 15 

Gingivitis 2 

Herpes 2 

Hernia 2 
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Iritis,  acute 2 

Jaundice,  catarrhal 1 

Lead .  poisoning 1 

Malnutrition (5 

Necrosis,  bone 1 

Otitis,  acute 13 

Otitis,  chronic 1 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 2 

Pneumonia 3 

Psoriasis , 1 

Quinsy 2 

Kheumatism,  acute 1 

Bhinitis,  acute 7 

Scabies 4 

Scarlatina .* 7 

Sprain 1 

Tonsillitis 12 

Torticollis 1 

Typhoid  fever    17 

Ulcers,  corneal 4 

Ulcers,  general 5 

Urticaria 2 

Varicella 11 

Wounds,  incised    3 

Unclassified 12 

Under  observation   24 


Operations. 

Oyst,  ear   1 

Glands,  neck,  removal   1 

Hernia,  inguinal    1 


The  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pupils  by  counties 
for  the  year : 


jwU 
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Albauv  .  .  . 
Allegany  .  . 
Broome  .  .  . 
Cattaraugus 
Cayuga  .  .  . 
Chautauqya 
Chemung  .  . 
Chenango  .  . 
Clinton  .  .  . 
Columbia  .  . 
Cortland  .  . 
Delaware  .  . 
Dutehesd  .  .  , 

Erie 

Essex  .... 
Franklin  .  . 
Fulton  .  .  .  . 
Grenesee  .  .  . 
Greene  .  .  .  , 
Hamilton  .  , 
Herkimer  .  . 
Jefferson  .  . 
Kings  .  .  .  . 
Lewis  .  .  .  . 
Livingston  . 
Madison  .  . 
Monroe  .  .  . 
Montgomery 
Nassau  .  .  . 
New  York 
Niagara  .  .  . 
Oneida  .  .  .  , 
Onondaga  . 
Ontario  .  .  . 
Orange  .  .  .  . 
Orleans  .  .  . 
Oswego  .  .  . 
Otsego  •  .  .  . 


Remaining 
8^t.  30, 1909 

Admitted 

Remaining 
Diaebuged  Sept.  30, 1910 

14 

1 

3 

12 

8 

1 

0 

9 

10 

1 

0 

11 

3 

0 

0 

3 

4 

1 

0 

5 

5- 

0 

0 

5 

13 

1 

0 

14 

3 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

3 

12 

0 

0 

12 

2 

1 

0 

3 

5 

3 

0 

8 

3 

2 

1 

4 

55 

5 

6 

54 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

3 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

17 

2 

1 

18 

28 

0 

1 

27 

2 

0 

0 

2 

4 

0 

1 

3 

5 

0 

0 

5 

28 

1 

0 

29 

5 

1 

2 

4 

0 

2 

0 

2 

93 

3 

7 

89 

3 

0 

0 

3 

27 

1 

3 

25 

29 

2 

1 

30 

8 

2 

1 

9 

15 

4 

3 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

1 

fi 

14 

0 

1 

13 
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Putnam  .  .   , 
Queens  .  .  .  , 
Kensselaer  . 
liichmond  .  . 
Rockland  '.  . 
St.  Lawrence 
Saratoga  .  .  . 
Schenectady 
Schoharie  .  . 
Schuyler  .  .  . 
Seneca  .  .  .  . 
Steuben  .  .  . 
'  Suffolk  .  .  . 
Sullivan  .  .  . 
iioga  .... 
Tompkins  .  . 
Ulster  .  .  .  . 
Warren  .  .  . 
Washington  . 
Wavne  .  .  .  . 
Westchester 
Wyoming  .  . 
Yates  .... 


Remaining 
Sept.  30,  190 J 

Admitted 

Ren 
Discharged  Sept. 

laining 
30.1910 

1 

1 

0 

2 

4 

1 

0 

5 

14 

1 

4 

11 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

y 

0 

1 

8 

0 

0 

'      -0 

5 

2 

0 

0 

2 

i) 

0 

1 

4 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

12 

0 

0 

12 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

(> 

4 

0 

0 

4 

7 

0 

2 

5 

9 

2 

0 

11 

4 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

0 

4 

13 

2 

1 

1-1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

'    6 

0 

0 

0 

556 


44 


45 
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Sewixg  Classes. 

Boys'  List. 

Aprons 

Bath   cloths    

Bibs 

(^i])s,  bakers'    

Collars 

(^irtains 

Dustcloths 

Doormats 


24 
18 

208 
12 
09 
5 
38 
22 
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Handkerchiefs 1,357 

Holders 35 

Neckties 50 

Pillowcases 595 

Pillowticks 30 

Puzzles,  sawed   35 

Suspenders,  pairs 52 

Tablecloths 9 

Towels 1,103 

Towels  hemstitched   9 
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Girls'  List, 

Aprons 87 

Bags 10 

Bands 38 

Cloths,  dust 26 

(Wers,   mattress    36 

Curtains,  sash    10 

Drawers,  pairs       24 

Dresses 433 

Dresses  repaired 12 

Handkerchiefs 47 

Kimonas 2 

Napkins .• 48 

Nightdresses 136 

Pillowcases 100 

Sheets 106 

Shirtwaists 8 

Skirts,  under   33 

Tablecloths 26 

Towels 410 

Waists,   under    9 


Besides  a  large  amount  of  crocheting,  embroidery  and  other 
fancy  work. 

South   Witig  Sewing  Room, 

Drawers,  pairs   46 

Shirts 313 
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Skirts 150 

Waists,  boys' 101 

Waists,  girls'    96 


And  a  large  amount  of  mending. 

Oirls'  Building  List. 

Aprons 62 

Bands 215 

Bibs 24 

Blankets,  hemmed   21 

Buttonholes,  extra   3,317 

Covers,  mattress 24 

Curtains 5 

Dishcloths 34 

Drawers 115 

Dresses 211 

Dustcloths 28 

Garters,   pairs    95 

Handkerchiefs 132 

Holders 153 

Names  sewed  on   772 

Napkins 243 

New  sleeves    85 

Nightdresses Ill 

Pillowcases 78 

Sheets 118 

Shirtwaists 11 

Skirts 97 

Skirts,  under   37 

Tablecloths 4 

Towels 224 

[Jnderwaists 122 

Washcloths 71 


And  a  large  amount  of  mending,  crocheting,  embroidery  and 
other  fancv  work. 
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Boys'  Tailoring  List. 

Aprons 95 

Blankets,  bound 36 

Cloaks,  lined    7 

Coats 155 

Coats,  relined 2 

Jackets 21 

Overalls 65 

Pieces  pressed 124 

Suits 170 

Sheets 32 

Trousers 310 

Class  at  Ilosenmlcing. 

Boys'  hose,  pairs 713 

Girls'  hose,  pairs 1,323 

Hofse  refooted,  pairs 1,642 

"~  '         ' 

All  of  the  mending  except  at  the  girls'  building. 

Cla^s  at  Shoemaking. 

Shoes,  pairs    16 

Shoes,  repaired,  pairs 4,075 

-  * 

Also  miscellaneous  harness  repairs. 

Brush  Shop,  Fairmount. 

Brushes,  scrub,  gross 12V^ 

Sloyd  Class, 

Boards,  key 5 

Boards,  sleeve 8 

Boxes,  knife 3 

Cabinet i 

Guns 18 

Hangers,  coat 15 


24 

203  bushels  tomatoes $86  45 

16  bushels  turnips 6  20 

23  bushels  vegetable  oysters 13  80 


Total $14,076  47 
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Admissions  and  Discjiaroes. 

The  admissions  during  the  year  were  18  boys  and  24  girls  and  2 
boys  were  readmitted,  a  total  of  44  as  compared  \^'ith  80  for  the 
previous  year.  The  total  number  on  the  rolls  for  the  year  was 
600  as  compared  with  635  for  1909.  The  maximum  number 
present  was  556  on  May  7th  and  8th,  the  greatest  number  ever 
present  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  institution.  The  mini- 
mum number  present  was  464  and  occurred  on  several  days  in 
July,  or  during  the  summer  vacation  period. 

The  discharges  for  the  year  numbered  41,  of  whom  20  were 
boys  and  21  girls,  and  2  of  each  sex  died,  making  a  total  of  45 
discharges,  or  34  less  than  during  1909.  Of  the  boys  discharged 
10  were  removed  by  parents,  8  were  transferred  to  the  Rome 
Asylum  and  2  eloped.  Of  the  girls  discharged  14  were  removed 
by  parents,  1  by  a  county  official.  4  were  transferred  to  the  Borne 
Asylum,  1  to  the  Newark  Asylum  and  1,  an  epileptic,  to  the  Craig 
Colony.  The  number  of  transfers  to  other  institutions  was  there- 
fore 14,  as  compared  with  49  the  previous  year,  and  accounts 
for  the  small  number  of  admissions.  When  the  new  buildings  at 
Rome  are  completed,  it  is  hoped  some  transfers  may  be  eflfected 
and  our  waiting  list  relieved.  Wliile  our  departments  are  filled, 
it  is  our  rule  to  file  eligible  applications  and  accept  them  in  tiieir 
order  as  vacancies  occur.  At  the  present  time  the  first  applica- 
tion on  our  waitinc:  list  for  bovs  dates  nearlv  a  vear  back  and  that 
for  girls  about  half  as  long.  The  unfortunate  feature  of  it  all  is 
that  the  period  between  application  and  admission  necessarily 
widens  as  time  goes  on. 

Applications  for  Admission. 

The  applications  for  the  year  numbered  173,  or  10  less  than  for 
1909.    Of  the  applications  received  102  were  for  boys  and  71  for 
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girls,  the  ratio  for  girls  being  a  little  larger  than  has  commonly 
been  tfhe  case  in  years  past.  There  are  three  reasons  why  appli- 
cations are  more  frequent  for  boys  than  for  girls.  First,  the  num- 
ber of  male  children  born  is  somewhat  greater;  second,  owing  to 
the  larger  average  size  of  the  male  child's  head  the  difficulties  of 
labor  increase  the  possibilities  of  brain  injuries  at  birth;  third, 
feeble-minded  boys,  as  they  grow  in  years,  become  rather  more 
troublesoflfie  to  their  parents  and  more  annoying  to  neighbors  than 
do  feeble-minded  girls;  especially  is  this  true  if  the  home  is  lo- 
cated in  an  urban  community.  Girls  are  more  domestic,  more 
likely  to  stay  indoors  and  out  of  sight  than  are  boys,  who  get  out 
upon  the  streets  where  they  are  teased,  tantalized,  and  urged  into 
mischief  by  their  brighter  companions. 

Of  the  applications  received  82  were  accepted  and  placed  on 
file,  and  91  rejected.  Of  those  rejected,  11  were  over  and  10 
under  the  eligible  ages  of  admission,  7  and  14 ;  10  were  epileptic, 
9  helpless,  3  paralyzed,  4  were  thought  to  be  insane,  and  44  were 
considered  unteachable  or  otherwise  unsuitable  for  school  room 
training  and.  instruction. 

Health. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1909,  five  cases  of  typhoid  fever  oc- 
curred, all  among  the  inmates  of  the  girls'  building.  The  disease 
again  made  its  appearance  during  the  first  week  of  August,  1910, 
and  between  that  time  and  October  1st,  twelve  cases  developed,  all 
inmates  of  the  main  group  of  buildings,  the  girls'  building  en- 
tirely escaping.  At  this  writing  all  cases  of  the  disease,  except 
one,  have  fully  recovered.  No  deaths  occurred  at  either  period. 
Two  years  ago  when  typhoid  fever  prevailed  here  the  first  few 
cases  arose  among  our  Fairmount  farm  population  and  it  was  con- 
jectured that  the  bacillus  was  conveyed  to  the  institution  from  the 
farm,  in  some  way,  probably  through  the  milk  supply.  Since 
that  time,  however,  no  further  cases  have  appeared  at  Fairmount 
and  it  must  therefore  be  reasonably  conclusive  that  the  two  out- 
breaks of  the  past  year  could  not  have  originated  at  the  Fair- 
mount  farm,  if  the  conjecture  as  to  the  cause  of  the  disease  hei-e 
two  years  ago  was  correct.  The  possible  causes  have  been  care- 
fully investigated  by  ourselves  and  were  also  given  attention  by  a 
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203  bushels  tomatoes , $86  45 

16  bushels  turnips 6  20 

23  bushels  vegetable  oysters 13  80 


Total $14,076  47 


ac 


Admissions  and  Disciiarqes. 

The  admissions  during  the  year  were  18  boys  and  24  girls  and  2 
boys  were  readmitted,  a  total  of  44  as  compared  with  80  for  the 
previous  year.  The  total  number  on  the  rolls  for  the  year  was 
600  as  compared  with  635  for  1909.  The  maximum  number 
present  was  556  on  May  7th  and  8th,  the  greatest  number  ever 
present  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  institution.  The  mini- 
mum number  present  was  464  and  occurred  on  several  days  in 
July,  or  during  the  summer  vacation  period. 

The  discharges  for  the  year  numbered  41,  of  whom  20  were 
boys  and  21  girls,  and  2  of  each  sex  died,  making  a  total  of  45 
discharges,  or  34  less  than  during  1909.  Of  the  boys  discharged 
10  were  removed  by  parents,  8  were  transferred  to  the  Rome 
Asylum  and  2  eloped.  Of  the  girls  discharged  14  were  removed 
by  parents,  1  by  a  county  official.  4  were  transferred  to  the  Rome 
Asylum,  1  to  the  Newark  Asylum  and  1,  an  epileptic,  to  the  Craig 
Colony.  The  number  of  transfers  to  other  institutions  was  there- 
fore 14,  as  compared  with  49  the  previous  year,  and  accounts 
for  the  small  number  of  admissions.  When  the  new  buildings  at 
Rome  are  completed,  it  is  hoped  some  transfers  may  be  effected 
and  our  waiting  list  relieved.  While  our  departments  are  filled, 
it  is  our  rule  to  file  eligible  applications  and  accept  them  in  tiieir 
order  as  vacancies  occur.  At  the  present  time  the  first  applica- 
tion on  our  waitinc:  list  for  bovs  dates  nearlv  a  vear  back  and  that 
for  girls  about  half  as  long.  The  imfortunate  feature  of  it  all  is 
that  the  period  between  application  and  admission  necessarily 
widens  as  time  goes  on. 

Applications  for  Admission. 

The  applications  for  the  year  numbered  1-73,  or  10  less  than  for 
1909.    Of  the  applications  received  102  were  for  boys  and  71  for 
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girls,  the  ratio  for  girls  being  a  little  larger  than  has  commonly 
lieen  tfhe  case  in  years  past.  There  are  three  reasons  why  appli- 
cations are  more  frequent  for  boys  than  for  girls.  First,  the  num- 
ber of  male  children  born  is  somewhat  greater;  second,  owing  to 
the  larger  average  size  of  the  male  child's  head  the  difficulties  of 
labor  increase  the  possibilities  of  brain  injuries  at  birth;  third, 
feeble-minded  boys,  as  they  grow  in  years,  become  rather  more 
troublesome  to  their  parents  and  more  annoying  to  neighbors  than 
do  feeble-minded  girls ;  especially  is  this  true  if  the  home  is  lo- 
cated in  an  urban  community.  Girls  are  more  domestic,  more 
likely  to  stay  indoors  and  out  of  sight  than  are  boys,  who  get  out 
upon  the  streets  where  they  are  teased,  tantalized,  and  urged  into 
mischief  by  their  brighter  companions. 

Of  the  applications  received  82  were  accepted  and  placed  on 
file,  and  91  rejected.  Of  those  rejected,  11  were  over  and  10 
under  the  eligible  ages  of  admission,  7  and  14 ;  10  were  epileptic, 
0  helpless,  3  paralyzed,  4  were  thought  to  be  insane,  and  44  were 
considered  unteaehable  or  otherwise  unsuitable  for  school  room 
training  and.  instruction. 

Health. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1909,  five  cases  of  typhoid  fever  oc- 
curred, all  among  the  inmates  of  the  girls'  building.  The  disease 
again  made  its  appearance  during  the  first  week  of  August,  1910, 
and  between  that  time  and  October  1st,  twelve  cases  developed,  all 
inmates  of  the  main  group  of  buildings,  the  girls'  building  en- 
tirely escaping.  At  this  writing  all  cases  of  the  disease,  except 
(iue,  have  fully  recovered.  No  deaths  occurred  at  either  period. 
Two  years  ago  when  typhoid  fever  prevailed  here  the  first  few 
cases  arose  among  our  Fairmount  farm  population  and  it  was  con- 
jectured that  the  bacillus  was  conveyed  to  the  institution  from  the 
farm,  in  some  way,  probably  through  the  milk  supply.  Since 
that  time,  however,  no  further  cases  have  appeared  at  Fairmount 
and  it  must  therefore  be  reasonably  conclusive  that  the  two  out- 
breaks of  the  past  year  could  not  have  originated  at  the  Fair- 
mount  farm,  if  the  conjecture  as  to  the  cause  of  the  disease  here 
two  years  ago  was  correct.  The  possible  causes  have  been  care- 
fully investigated  by  ourselves  and  were  also  given  attention  by  a 
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sanitary  engineer,  Mr.  Theodore  llorton,  from  the  State  Health 
Department,  but  so  far  no  satisfactory  conclusion  has  been 
reached.  In  connection  with  sanitary  im2)rovements  two  recom- 
mendations were  made  in  Mr.  Horton's  report ;  one,  that  an  under- 
ground sewer  should  be  substituted  along  the  course  of  Harbor 
brook  to  receive  the  institution  sewage  instead  of  its  discharge 
into  the  brook ;  and  the  other  that  an  outside  closet,  with  plumbing 
and  a  sewage  disposal  plant,  should  be  constructed  at  Fairmount 
for  the  use  of  the  boys  at  the  farm.  Plans  for  carrying  out  the 
first  recommendation  are  already  imder  way  by  the  city  of  Syra- 
cuse and  work  upon  the  sewer  will  probably  begin  next  spring. 
For  the  second  one  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  will  be  re- 
quested of  the  incoming  Legislature. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  typhoid  fever  it  is  perhaps 
pertinent  to  say  that  the  disease  has  been  unusually  prevalent, 
during  the  past  season,  throughout  the  city  of  Syracuse,  and  it  is 
possible  that  the  cause  of  it  in  tlie  institution  was  the  same  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  city. 

•Scarlet  fever  made  its  appearance  on  May  12th  and  between 
that  date  and  June  21st  seven  cases  in  all  occurred.  They  were 
kept  isolated  and  under  quarantine  in  the  lower  east  ward  of  the 
hospital,  by  which  means  the  spread  of  the  disease  was  eflFectually 
held  in  check.  All  of  the  cases  recovered,  the  last  being  discharged 
August  10th  and  the  quarantine  removed  on  that  date.  About 
the  same  period  and,  especially  for  several  months  previous,  sear- 
let  fever  had  been  epidemic  throughout  the  city. 

No  other  sickness  worthy  of  mention  prevailed  during  the  year 
and  but  four  deaths  occurred ;  the  first  to  die  was  an  imbecile  man, 
63  years  of  age,  who  had  been  an  inmate  of  the  institution  for 
nearly  fifty  years.  This  man,  a  harmless,  inoffensive  fellow,  had 
been  allowed  to  go  about  the  premises  and  npon  the  streets  near 
by,  for  many  years,  largely  as  he  felt  disposed.  On  the  afternoon 
of  January  4th,  the  very  coldest  day  of  the  winter,  he  disappeared 
and  no  trace  of  him  was  obtained  until  February  16th  following, 
when  his  body  was  accidently  discovered  by  a  trapper  in  a  field 
near  Onondaga  Hill,  about  four  miles  distant  from  the  institution, 
to  which  point  he  must  have  wandered  and  perished  in  the  cold  on 
the  day  of  his  disappearance.    The  second  death,  from  pneumonia 
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and  other  complications,  was  that  of  an  imbecile  man,  62  years 
of  age,  and  for  many  years  a  resident  of  our  Fairmount  farm 
colony.  lie  was  also  the  first  pupil  admitted  to  the  institution, 
October  1,  1851,  and  while  it  was  located  near  the  city  of  Albany. 
The  third  and  fourth  deaths  were  from  tuberculosis  in  two  young 
girls,  respectively  12  and  13  years  of  age  and,  strange  to  relate, 
both  of  these  girls  died  on  the  same  day  in  M'arch.  With  an 
average  attendance  of  531,  the  mortality  rate  was  extremely  low, 
being  less  than  8/10  of  one  per  cent. 

Improvements. 

No  extensive,  elaborate  or  costly  improvements  have  been  ef- 
fected, yet  many  of  a  minor  character  are  worthy  of  mention,  as 
follows :  A  new  heating  boiler  was  installed  at  the  Fairmount  cot- 
tage ;  a  damper  regulator  was  put  on  both  high  and  low  pressure 
boilers  at  the  lx)iler  house;  a  new  tile  floor  was  laid  between  the 
south  wing  and  the  laundry;  the  cement  floor  in  the  south  store- 
room was  renewed;  the  parlors  and  reception  room  were  repa- 
pered  and  repainted,  the  latter  room  being  refurnished  and  con- 
verted into  the  managers'  room ;  new  school  desks,  forty-eight  in 
numberj  were  provided  and  set  in  the  front  schoolrooms,  replacing 
the  old  ones  which  were  transferred  to  the  large  schoolroom  at  the 
rear;  a  partition  was  thrown  across  the  west  lower  corridor,  the 
south  end  of  which  has  been  furnished  and  made  into  an  office  for 
the  head  teacher;  the  steward's  office,  which  heretofore  was  very 
iijconveniently  located  in  the  boys'  building,  was  tranferred  to  the 
schoolroom  in  the  main  building  next  to  the  superintendent's  of- 
fice, the  room  repainted  and  refitted  for  its  changed  purpose,  a 
new  window  added  for  increased  light,  and  a  doorway  cut  through 
between  the  two  offices ;  the  former  office  of  the  steward  was  con- 
verted into  a  dining-room  for  the  officers  at  the  boys'  building 
and  what  was  formerly  the  dining-room  turned  into  a  pool  room 
and  a  pool  table  provided  in  it  for  the  use  of  the  men  employees ; 
steel  ceiling  was  put  on  in  room  No.  7,  main  building,  as  also  in 
the  employees'  sitting-room,  the  latter  being  repainted  and  neatly 
refurnished.  Besides  the  foregoing  improvements,  was  made  the 
change  from  an  inward  to  an  outward  swing  of  all  outsi<le  doors 
except  in  a  few  that  seemed  unimportant.     These  changes  in  the 
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swing  of  the  doors  were  made  in  compliance  with  the  joint  recom- 
juendation  of  the  Fiscal  Supervisor  and  the  State  Architect  and 
intendexi  as  a  precautionary  measure  in  the  event  of  a  rush  for 
egress  in  ease  of  a  fire  in  the  buildings. 

Fabm  and  Garden. 

In  both  sunimei's  of  1908  and  1909  occurred  a  long  period  of  ex- 
cessive drought  and  most  farm  and  garden  crops  in  this  locality 
suiTered  much  and  gave  light  returns.  Our  figures  for  the  pasi 
year,  as  shown  in  the  table,  are  somewhat  misleading  for  the  rea- 
son that  they  include  the  value  only  of  the  farm  and  garden  pro- 
ducts made  use  of  during  the  fiscal  year.  In  most  respects  the 
yield  of  the  past  season  was  much  better,  especially  wheat,  outs, 
corn  and  potatoes.  The  bulk  of  these  crops  do  not  come  much 
into  use  until  after  October  Ist  and  as  a  result  the  increased  pro- 
ducts value  of  the  past  season  will  not  be  shown  until  next  year's 
report 

In  June  last  the  herd  of  cows  at  the  farm,  fortv-four  in  nuni- 
bcr,  were  all  again  subjected  to  the  tuberculin  test  and  every  one, 
the  same  as  the  year  before,  wasS  given  a  clean  bill  of  health. 
Upon  the  conclusion  of  his  visit  the  State  Inspector  made  the 
gratifying  statement  that  the  Fainnount  herd  of  cows  was  the  Ix^st 
all  around  one  ho  had  ever  examined.  Last  year  a  rating  of  95 
per  cent,  was  given  the  herd  and  stable  by  the  city  dairy  inspector. 
This  year  the  rating  was  increased  to  97Mi  which,  without  larger 
ice-storage  facilities  and  increased  use  of  ice,  is  as  large  a  rating 
as  we  can  hope  to  obtain. 

The  School  Department. 

The  leading  feature  of  the  institution  is  its  school  department 
which,  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Broad  as  head  teacher  and 
two  additional  teachers  who  began  service  on  October  Ist,  is  now 
more  eflFectively  organized  than  ever  before.  The  possibilities  of 
greater  success  are  accordingly  better  assured.  Ofttimes,  how- 
ever, in  our  work  too  much  progress  is  expected ;  very  frequently 
we  must  be  satisfied  with  a  little.  As  was  stated  in  one  of  the  la- 
st itution  reix)rts  many  years  ago,  "  we  do  not  propose  to  create  or 
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supply  faculties  nor  to  bring  all  grades  of  the  feeble-minded  to  the 
same  standard  of  development  and  discipline,  nor  to  make  them 
all  capable  of  sustaining  creditably  all  the  relations  of  a  social 
and  moral  life  but  rather  to  give  dormant  faculties  the  greatest 
possible  development  and  to  apply  theSe  awakened  faculties  to  a 
useful  purpose  undjer  the  control  of  an  aroused  and  disciplined 
will.  At  the  base  of  all  our  efforts  lies  the  principle  that,  as  a 
,  rule,  none  of  the  faculties  are  absolutely  wanting  but  dormant, 
undeveloped  and  imperfect.''  As  an  evidence  of  some  things  ac- 
complished by  our  system  of  training  and  instruction,  an  exhibit 
WSLS  made  in  September  last  at  the  State  Fair  held  in  this  city  and 
which  was  given  favorable  commendation  by  many  visitors  at  the 
fair. 

The  Name  of  Backus. 

In  the  walls  of  the  central  hall  of  the  main  building  at  this  in- 
stitution are  two  tablets;  upon  one  is  the  name  Frederick  F. 
Backus,  M.  D..  ^d  upon  the  other  Ilervey  Backus  Wilbur,  M.  D. 
The  first  tablet  commemorates  the  lavinja:  of  the  cornerstone  of  the 
building  in  September,  1854,  and  the  name  of  Dr.  Frederick  F. 
Backus  is  inscribed  on  it  as  one  of  the  original  trustees.    He  was 

also  in  1846  a  State  -Senator  from  the  citv  of  Rochester  and  the 
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first  one  in  this  State  and  countrv  to  attempt  legislation  in  behalf 
of  distinct  and  separate  provision  for  the  feeble-minded.  The 
second  tablet  is  in  memory  of  Dr.  Hervev  Backus  Wilbur,  who 
was  the  first  superintendent  of  the  institution  and  the  first  in  this 
country  to  attempt  the  education  of  the  feeble-minded.  As  Backus 
appears  in  both  names  it  has  been  quite  generally  supposed  that 
the  two  were  related  and  we  have  been  frequently  asked  the  quc!:?- 
tion.  A  few  months  before  the  death  of  Mrs.  E.  P.  Wilbur,  the 
widow  of  Dr.  Wilbur,  she  informed  me  that  no  relationship  be- 
tween the  two  existed,  and  explained  the  coincidence  of  the  name 
Backus  as  follows :  The  father  of  Dr.  Frederick  F.  Backus  was  the 
"Rev.  Azel  Backus,  D.  D.,  the  first  president  of  Hamilton  Oolleao. 
The  father  of  Dr.  Wilbur,  the  Rev.  Hervev  Wilbur,  was  a  grad- 
uate of  that  college  durinc:  the  pro?idencv  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Backus. 
After  graduation  Dr.  Wilbur's  father  married  and  in  honor  of  and 
admiration  for  President  Backus  gave  the  name  of  Hcrvey  Backus 
to  his  first  bom  son. 
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The  Death  of  Miss  Alviea  E.  Wood. 

Miss  Wood,  the  former  matron,  was  for  so  many  years  identi- 
fied with  the  work  of  this  institution  it  is  but  fitting  that  a  notice 
of  her  death  should  be  recorded  upon  the  pages  of  the  annual  re- 
port. Miss  Wood  entered  the  service  in  1853  and  resigned  on 
October  1,  1D06,  covering  in  all  a  period  of  over  fifty-three  years. 
She  was  in  many  ways  an  extraordinary  woman;  although  very 
slight  of  frame  and  stature,  she  was  untiring  in  her  work  and* 
possessed  wonderful  endurance,  was  exceedingly  tactful  in  deal- 
ing with  the  children  and  exerted  over  them  remarkable  control, 
at  the  same  time  commanding  their  love  and  respect;  she  was 
thoughtful  in  the  extreme  of  everyone's  welfare  about  the  institu- 
tion and  always  intensely  interested  in  its  work  and  success. 

Upon  resigning  her  position  as  matron  shje  removed  to  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  to  reside  with  a  sister.  Her  death  occurred  Novem- 
ber 23,  1909.  Her  remains  were  brought  to  the  institution,  an 
appropriate  funeral  service  being  held  in  the  parlors,  and  from 
thence  conveyed  to  Oakwood  and  laid  at  rest  near  those  of  the 
former  superintendent.  Dr.  H.  B.  Wilbur,  with  whom  she  was 
closely  associated  from  almost  the  beginning  of  his  work  at  this 
institution  until  his  death  in  1883. 

Entertainment. 

Entertainments  were  provided  for  the  pleasure  and  happiness 
of  the  children  from  time  to  time,  as  opportunities  offered,  and  our 
means  afforded,  as  follows:  October  21st,  the  Hall  Concert  Party ; 
October  29th,  a  Hallowe'en  dancing  party  of  the  girls  in  costume 
at  the  main  building;  November  1st,  a  similar  party  at  the  girls' 
building ;  November  29th,  stereopticon  views  in  the  West  Indies  by 
Mr.  Irving  A.  Savage  of  Syracuse;  December  23d,  songs,  carols, 
recitations,  drills,  concluding  with  a  play  by  the  children  '^  Catch- 
ing Santa  Claus,"  composed  by  Miss  Lelia  Martineau,  one  of  the 
teachers,  whose  death  occurred  suddenlv  on  Dpcomber  28th  after 
a  few  days'  illness;  December  27th,  stereopticon  views  showing 
new  uses  of  the  public  schools,  by  Prof.  Clarence  A.  Perry ;  Febru- 
ary 1st,  an  illustrated  talk  on  Evangeline  by  Prof.  W.  D.  I^wis 
of  Syracuse;  February  22d,  patriotic  songs  and  tableaux  by  the 
children,   followed   by   dancing   in   costume;    February   20th,    a 
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talk  on  a  steamship  journey  to  Havana  by  the  superintend- 
ent; February  27th,  a  talk  on  Cuba  by  the  superintendent; 
February  28th,  a  talk  on  birds  by  Prof.  H.  E.  Barrett  of 
Syracuse;  April  M,  a  talk  on  Yucatan  by  the  superintend- 
ent; April  13th,  a  dancing  party  in  the  hall  in  fancy  dress 
costume;  May  10th,  music  by  the  Alumni  Mandolin  Club  and 
songs  by  Mrs.  Harold  E.  Stone  of  Syracuse ;  July  4th,  a  matched 
game  of  ball,  field  day  sports,  and  fireworks  in  the  evening.  Be- 
sides, dancing  parties  upon  eleven  different  evenings  of  the  winter 
and  spring  months.  Numerous  picnic  parties  were  arranged  for 
the  working  girls  during  the  summer  months,  and  the  boys  at 
Fairmount  had  their  usual  day  off  to  visit  the  State  Fair.  During 
the  winter  all  able  to  be  out  were  given  a  sleighride  for  a  few  hours 
around  various  parts  of  the  city. 

Visitors. 

Official  visitations  occurred  during  the  year  as  follows:  Octo- 
ber 9th,  the  Honorable  Commercial  Commissioners  from  Japan; 
October  25th,  Prof.  C.  E.  Nash,  assistant  superintendent.  Vine- 
land,  N.  J.;  October  2Sth,  Prof.  Edward  B.  Shallow,  associate 
superintendent  of  schools  in  New  York  city;  October  29th,  Mr. 
Herbert  F.  Prescott,  Deputy  and  Acting  Fiscal  Supervisor;  No- 
vember 11th,  Hon.  William  R.  Stewart,  President  of  the  State 
Board  of  Charities ;  March  3d,  Prof.  Albert  C.  Hill  of  the  State 
Education  Department;  May  12th,  Prof.  Dr.  Eaeche,  Privat 
docent  und  oberarzt  &  der  Psychiatrischen  und  Nervenklinik  der 
Universitat,  Kiel,  Germany ;  June  24th,  Hon.  D.  McCarthy, 
Fiscal  Supervisor;  July  21st,  Dr.  E.  A.  Nevin,  superintendent  of 
the  Newark  Asylum;  July  2Gth,  Dr.  C.  S.  Little,  siuperintendent 
of  Letchworth  Village,  at  Thiells,N.  Y. ;  September  9,  Dr.  Stephen 
Smith,  Commissioner  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities;  and  Sep- 
tember 30th,  Hon.  D.  McCarthy,  Fiscal  Supervisor. 

The  institution  was  open  to  general  visitors  on  Friday  after- 
noons the  early  part  of  the  year  upon  thirteen  occasions  when  409 
persons  attended  the  exercises  in  the  hall.  After  January  14th, 
however,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  throughout  the 
city,  the  Friday  exercises  were  discontinued  and  the  institution 
closed  to  the  public  for  the  balance  of  the  year. 
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Acknowledgments. 

We  are  pleased  to  make  public  acknowledgment  to  the  publish- 
ers of  the  following  periodicals  gratuitously  furnished  and  mailed 
throughout  the  year :  ^^  The  North  Star/'  Fairbault,  Minn. ; 
"  The  Rochester  Advocate/'  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  "  The  Training 
School/'  Vineland,  N.  J. ;  "  The  Institution  Quarterly/'  Spring- 
Held,  111. ;  and  "  The  Bulletin  of  the  Iowa  State  Institutions." 

Our  thanks  are  also  extended  to  Mr.  Irving  A.  Savage  of  Syra- 
cuse for  a  free  stereopticon  entertainment,  and  to  many  frifends 
and  parents  of  the  children  for  donations  of  money,  fruits,  nuts, 
candies,  toys,  etc.  to  enliven  and  give  cheer  to  the  holiday  season. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  extend  my  acknowledgment  of  hearty 
co-operation  in  the  year's  work  on  the  part  of  the  resident  oflScers 
and  those  otherwise  employed  in  their  various  duties.  To  you 
also  of  the  board  of  managers  I  express  my  gratitude  for  your 
ready  counsel,  support  and  continued  confidence,  humbly  recog- 
nizing the  superintending  Providence  that  has  protected  and 
watched  over  the  interests  of  <the  institution  in  a  manner  such  as 
to  give  promise  of  hope  and  encouragement  for  the  year  to  follow. 

JAMES  C.  CARSON, 

Superintendent. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  November  18,  1910. 
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January  11,  1912. 


SIXTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MANAGERS 
OF  THE  SYRACUSE  STATE  INSTITUTION  FOR 
FEEBLE-MINDED    CHILDREN. 


To  the  Legislalurc  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Agreeably  to  the  jjrovisions  of  the  act  establishing  this  insti- 
tution, the  undersigned  managers  respectfully  submit  this,  their 
sixty-first  annual  report: 

Resources  for  the  Year. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1910 $1,364  18 

Receipts   from   State   appropriations   during  fiscal 

year 107,626  21 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. .  .  9,719  50 
Receipts   from   pay  cases,   board,   instruction   and 

clothing 2,008  17 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 84  25 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products    763  38 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material   83  66 

Receipts  from  miscellaneous 170  56 

$121,819  91 


0 

Disbursements. 

Paid  on  account  of  maintenance $105,969  11 

Returned   to   Comptroller,   chapter   572,   Laws  of 

1899 12,829  62 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1911 3,021  28 

$121,819  91 


Classified  Summary  of  Expenditures. 

On  current  expense  account  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1911: 

^Salaries  and  wages $44,440  04 

Expenses  of  officers  and  managers 132  80 

Provisions 24,410  08 

Household  stores 3,003  33 

Clothing 5,218  11 

Fuel  and  light 14,977  66 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies 862  39 

Shop,  farm  and  garden 7,612  02 

•'^'i'dinary  repairs   1,630  51 

^^ansportation  of  inmates 74  73 

l-Iiscellaneous 3,408  54 

$105,060  11 

Assets  September  30,  1011. 

tlalance  in  cash $3,021  2S 

Due  from   individuals  for  board,   instruction  and 

clothing 710  30 

T)\ie  from  State  Treasurer  on  unexpended  appro- 
priations          28,272  13 

$32,012  71 

*  Includes  $3,169.66  expended  for  salaries  and  wages  of  employees  enpaped 
in  the  manufacture  of  and  repairs  to  clothing,  and  formerly  charged  to 
Hccount  of  clothing. 


The  preceding  tables  present  the  financial  statistics  on  account 
of  the  maintenance  of  the  institution  for  the  year  in  the  customary 
form. 

As  shown  in  the  first  table,  the  receipts  aggregate  $121,819.91, 
c-r  about  $1)00  less  than  for  1910.  The  total  receipts  from  State 
appropriations  were  $107,626.21,  and  from  counties  for  clothing, 
and  all  other  sources,  $12,829.52.  The  amount  from  counties, 
owing  to  delay  in  payment  until  ©ctober  this  year  on  the  part  of 
(Greater  New  York,  was  only  $9,719.50,  as  compared  with 
.$10,990.71  for  last  year,  when  all  accounts  against  counties  were 
jjaid  in  full. 

The  table  of  disbursements  includes  three  items:  that  on  account 
of  maintenance,  $105,969.11  ;  that  collected  from  the  several 
sources  mentioned  in  the  £rst  table  and  ^^  returned  to  Comptroller," 
$12,829.52 ;  and  the  balance  remaining  on  deposit  October  1,  1911, 
$3,021.28.  The  second  amount  noted  is  now  in  the  State  treasury 
and  becomes  availal)le  as  a  refund  appropriation  for  maintenance 
next  year. 

The  third  table  presents  a  classified  summary  of  expenditures 
in  the  form  required  by  the  Fiscal  Supervisor.  As  compared  with 
1910  there  is  an  increase  of  $1,117.03  for  salaries  and  wages, 
$41.35  in  expenses  of  officers  and  managers,  $164.51  for  clothing, 
$97.92  for  hospital  and  medical  supplies,  $969.88  in  ordinary 
repairs,  $25.55  for  transportation  of  inmates,  and  $59.50  for 
miscellaneous;  a  decrease  of  $436.39  for  provisions,  $570.41  for 
household  stores,  $1,529.71  for  fuel  and  light,  and  $712.11  for 
shoj),  farm  and  garden  supplies,  or,  in  all,  a  decrease  in  expendi- 
tures of  $1,772.88,  as  compared  with  those  of  1910.  This  decrease 
was  accom])lished  by  careful  and  economical  purchasing,  and  to 
some  extent  by  deferring  possible  articles  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year. 

The  last  or  fourth  table  shows  the  assets,  consisting  of  three 
items,  viz. :  cash  on  hand,  $3,021.28 ;  the  sum  due  from  individ- 
i^als  for  board,  etc.,  $719.30;  and  from  the  State  treasury  for 
unexpended  appropriations,  $28,272.13.  This  last  amount  pro- 
ceeds from  special  appropriations,  as  will  be  observed  on  a  subse- 
quent page  under  the  report  of  the  treasurer. 
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The  expenditures  of  the  year  from  special  appropriations  were 
'all  made  for  repairs  and  equipment,  and  for  typewriters,  furni- 
ture, etc.,  under  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909,  and  for  repairs  and  • 
equipment,  chapter.  508,  Laws  of  1910,  and  aggregated  $5,354.85. 
Of  this  sum,  from  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909,  $290.70  was 
expended  for  new  furniture  and  furnishings;  and  from  the  same 
chapter,  item  of  repairs  and  equipment,  $111.95,  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  flag  pole,  and  the  balance,  $225.05,  for  miscellaneous 
repairs.  From  chapter  508,  Laws  of  1010,  $4,727.87  was  ex- 
pended, the  leading  items  of  which  were  for  erecting  a  house  to 
protect  the  scales  used  in  weighing  coal,  $1,080.30;  for  repairs  to 
tile  flooring  and  for  relaying  the  tile  floor  leading  from  the  south 
wirig  to  the  laundry,  $191.20;  for  the  use  of  a  stone  crusher,  $60; 
for  constructing  a  new  reservoir,  and  small  houses  for  the  pump 
and  for  storing  gasoline  at  Fairmount,  $428.03;  for  new  steel 
ceilings,  $97.80;  for  a  new  mangle  at  the  laundry,  $1,675;  for 
new  blackboards  in  the  school  rooms,  $09,  and  the  balance  for 
miscellaneous  purposes.  Under  this  same  chapter  there  was  still 
unexpended  at  the  close  of  the  year,  for  repairs  and  equipment, 
$1,272.13;  and  for  reconstructing  the  electric  wiring  system, 
$13,000.  A  contract  has  been  made  for  the  expenditure  of  the  last 
amount  that  covers  the  rewiring  of  the  premises  exce])t  the  girls' 
building  and  superintendent's  residence.  The  work  upon  this  con- 
tract is  now  under  wav. 

The  Legislature  of  1911  made  appropriations  of  $0,000  for 
repairs  and  equipment,  and  of  $8,000  for  improving  the  steam 
heating  system  and  for  replacing  three  old  heating  boilers  with 
two  new  ones  of  150  horsepower  capacity.  A  contract  has  been 
made  for  the  new  boilers  and  improvements  to  the  heating  system ; 
this  work  is  now  well  progressed  and  it  is  ex])ected  will  be  com- 
pleted before  severe  cold  weather  begins.  Of  the  $6,000  appro- 
priation for  repairs  and  equipment,  about  $2,500  is  intended  for 
an  outside  toilet  and  a  sewage  disposal  plant  at  the  Fairmount 
farm,  $2,000  for  constructing  a  high  iron  fence  on  the  north  side 
of  the  institution  premises,  and  the  balance  for  needed  repairs. 

It  has  been  decided  to  request  of  the  next  Legislature  s])ecial 
appropriations  for  the  following  named  purposes:  For  additional 
fire  escapes  and  the  reconstruction  of  the  local  telephone  system. 


Center  EftU,  MbId  Building. 
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$6,500 ;  for  the  completion  of  the  rewiring  of  the  electric  lighting 
system,  $3,027;  for  an  electric  light  plant,  $8,000;  for  ordinary 
repairs  and  replacing  old  equipment,  $2,500;  and  for  extraordi- 
nary repairs  and  new  equipment,  $5,000,  as  follows;  for  repairs 
and  furniture  at  the  superintendent's  residence,  $1,000;  for  con- 
tinuing: the  high  iron  fence  on  the  west  of  the  institution  premises, 
$2,000 ;  aud  for  a  morgue  and  equipment  for  the  dispensary  and 
operating  room,  $2,000.  The  item  for  the  morgue,  dispensary, 
etc.,  has  boon  recommended  by  the  State  Health  Department,  and 
the  one  for  additional  fire  escapes  by  the  chief  of  the  Syracuse 
fire  department  and  the  State  Fire  Commissioner.  Heretofore  the 
boiler  capacity  has  not  been  suflScient  to  operate  an  electric  light 
plant  but,  with  the  new  boilers  now  being  installed,  the  lighting  of 
the  buildings  can  be  readily  effected  for  about  one-half  the  present 
cost.  The  need  of  the  completion  of  the  rewiring  of  the  institution 
has  been  previously  explained. 

Tt  was  also  voted  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  managers  to 
request  an  appropriation  of  $98,000  for  maintenance.  This 
amount  is  greater  than  any  previous  request  but  was  thought  to  be 
required  to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  living,  and  demands  and 
allowances  for  increases  in  wages;  for  the  salary  of  an  educated 
farmer ;  and  that  it  may  not  become  necessary  to  defer  needed  and 
important  items  of  expenditure  into  the  next  year. 

Four  years  ago  this  board  began  advocating  a  separation  of  the 
sexes  in  the  State  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded  and,  for  what 
seemed  to  us  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  that  this  institution  should 
eventually  become  one  for  girls  alone.  In  this  connection  we  quote 
as  follows  from  our  last  year's  report:  "As  an  outgrowth  of  the 
foregoing  recommendations  a  joint  meeting  of  the  managers  of  the 
three  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded,  Newark,  Syracuse  and 
Rome,  in  conference  with  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Chari- 
ties and  a  representative  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association 
was  held  at  the  Rome  asvlum  November  24,  1908.  At  this  meet- 
ing  it  was  agreed,  with  practical  unanimity,  that  a  complete 
separation  of  the  sexes  is  desirable  in  all  institutions  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  the  feeble-minded;  that  the  female  population  at 
the  Rome  asylum  should  be  provided  for  at  the  Newark  asylum; 
that  all  of  the  bovs  at  the  Svracuse  institution  should  then  be 
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transferred  to  the  Rome  asylum;  that  the  Syracuse  institution 
should  be  transformed  into  a  training  school  exclusively  for  girls ; 
and  that  as  soon  as  practicable  thereafter  a  separate  school  depart- 
ment for  boys  should  be  provided  at  the  Rome  asylum.  In  further- 
ance of  this  policy  and  the  future  welfare  of  the  feeble-minded 
cared  for  at  these  institutions  it  is  hoped  that  appropriations  will 
be  obtained  at  the  approaching  legislative  session  to  provide  new 
accommodations  at  the  Xewark  asylum  for  the  females  now  at  the 
Rome  asylum,  to  which  this  board  stands  ready  to  pledge  its 
influence  and  united  support." 

As  at  present  informed  we  arQ  gratified  to  state  that  by  appro- 
priations made  at  the  legislative  session  of  1911  for  new  buildings 
at  the  N^ewark  asylum  additional  accommodation  can  be  provided 
there  for  about  200  inmates,  or  sufficient  to  permit  the  transfer 
to  that  institution  of  nearly  the  entire  number  of  girls  now  at  the 
Rome  asylum.  That  transfer  being  effected,  it  could  then  be 
easily  arranged  to  admit  to  their  vacated  wards  at  Rome  all  of  the 
boys  at  this  institution  excepting  those  at  Fairmount  who.  if 
thought  wise,  could  be  retained  for  a  future  disposition. 

Under  cover  of  this  report  and  made  a  part  of  it  will  be  found 
the  annual  reports  of  the  superintendent  and  treasurer  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  invited. 

W.  W.  niEXEY, 
RALPH  S.  ROWEX, 
EDW.  S.  VAN  DFYX. 
MEAD  V.  Z.  BELDEX, 
W:\r.  W.  WTARD, 
ALTA  PEASE-CROrSE. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


James  C.  Carson,  treasurer  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded  Children,  in  current  account  with  the  State  of 
New  York  for  cash  received  and  expended  for  the  general  supplies 
and  for  salaries  and  wages  of  officers,  teachers,  attendants,  and 
other  employees  of  said  institution,  etc.,  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1911: 

Resources  foe  the  Yeab. 

Balance  in  Bank  October  1,  1910 $1,364  18 

State  appropriations  for  maintenance 107,626  21 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing,  State  pupils.  .  9,719  50 
Receipts  from   pay   cases,   board,   instruction   and 

clothing '. .  .• 2,008  17 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shops 84  25 

Receipts  from  sale  of  farm  products    763  38 

Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material 83  06 

Miscellaneous 170  56 


$121,819  91 

Disbursements. 

Warrants    of   executive   committee   for    month    of 

October,  1910 $10,066  99 

Warrants    of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

November,  1910 10,353  13 

Warrants   of   executive    committee    for    month    of 

December,  1910   11,137  77 

Warrants   of   executive   committee    for   month    of 

January,  1911 10,008  91 

Warrants    of   executive    committee    for    month    of 

February,  1911 ' 9,098  92 

Warrants    of   executive    committee    for    month    of 

March,  1911 8,684  61 
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Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

April,  1911 $9,039  91 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

May,  1911    10,204  14 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

June,  1911   6,408  34 

Warrants    of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

July,  1911    9,106  99 

Warrants    of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

August,  1911   5,948  64 

Warrants   of   executive   committee   for   month   of 

September,  1911 5,910  76 

$105,969  11 
Eeturned   to   Comptroller,   chai)ter    580,   Laws   of 

1899 12,829  52 

Balance  in  bank  Octobef  1,  1911 3,021  28 

$121,819  91 


There  was  received  and  expended  under  special  appropriations, 
chapter  461,  Laws  of  1000,  and  chapter  508,  Laws  of  1010: 

Appro])riation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter 
461,  Laws  of  1000,  easli  received  from  (Comp- 
troller          •    $:]36  28 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 336  28 

Balance  appropriation  unexepended $0  57 


• 


Appropriation  for  typew^riters,  desks,  etc.,  chapter 
461,  Laws  of  1909,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troller    $290  70 

Vouchers  paid,  aggi-egating 290  70 


Balance  appropriation  unexpended $0  12 
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Appropriation  for  repairs  and  equipment,  chapter 
508,  Laws  of  1910,  cash  received  from  Comp- 
troUer $4,727  87 

Vouchers  paid,  aggregating 4,727  87 


Balance  appropriation  unexpended $1,272  13 


Recapitulatiox. 

Total  of  special  appropriations  received  and  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1911: 

Eepairs  and  equipment,  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909 .  $336  28 

Typewriters,  desks,  etc.,  chapter  461,  Laws  of  1909 .  290  70 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  508,  Laws  of  1910 .  4,727  87 


$5,354  85 


Special  unexpended  appropriations  still  available,  chapter  508, 
Laws  of  1910,  and  chapter  822,  Laws  of  1911: 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  508,  Laws  of  1910.        $1,272  13 
Reconstruction  electric  wiring  system,  chapter  508, 

Laws  of  1910 13,000  00 

Repairs  and  equipment,  chapter  822,  Laws  of  1911 .           6,000  00 

.Replacing  old  boilers,  chapter  822,  Laws  of  1911. .           6,000  00 
Improvements  to  steam  heating  system,  chapter  828, 

Laws  of  1911 2,000  00 

$28,272  13 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


uo  the  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children: 

Gentlemen. —  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law 
and  your  board,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  exhibit- 
ing statistics  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1911 : 

Movement  of  the  Population. 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Present  at  beginning  of  the  year 263  273  536 

Absent  on  vacation 14  5  19 

Since  admitted 42  36  78 

Readmitted 2  1  3 

Total  for  the  year 321  315  636 

Discharged 52  28  80 

Died 1  4  5 

Present  at  close  of  the  year 250  272  522 

Absent  on  vacation 18  11  29 

Total  on  the  rolls 268  283  551 

Average  daily  attendance 255  273  528 

Total   number   of  weeks   board   furnished   to   the 

pupils 27,522 

Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses  except  clothing $97,581  34 

Cost  of  clothing .     8,347  77 

Total  cost   $105,969  11 
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Average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction 

of  pupils $3  56 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing 3  86 

Yearly  per  capita  cost 200  70 


The  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during  the  year  were  as 
follows: 

Convulsions 1 

Diphtheria 1 

Polio  myelitis , 1 

Tuberculosis 2 

Hospital  Recced  cf  Diseases  Treated. 

Abscesses 10 

Acne 1 

Adenitis 1 

Blanitis 1 

Blepharitis 4 

Bronchitis,  acute 18 

Burns 1 

Chilblains 4 

Conjunctivitis,  acute 7 

Chorea 2 

Contusions 6 

Carbuncle 1 

Diphtheria 19 

Diphtheria  carriers    28 

Eczema 1 

Erysipelas 1 

Enteritis 1 

Epilepsy . .  .^ 1 

Fractures 6 

Eurunciilosis 1 

Gastritis,  acute 26 

Gastro-enteritis 5 

Herpes 2 

Iritis,   acnto    9 
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Jaundice,  catarrhal   1 

Lymphitis • 2 

Malnutrition 2 

Menorrhagia 1 

Mitral  insuflSciency 1 

Mumps 83 

Obstructive  fractures 2 

Otitis,  acute 2 

Otitis,  chronic 2 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 3 

Pleurisy  with  effusion 2 

Pneumonia '.  .  5 

Polio  myelitis 1 

Psoriasis 1 

Quinsy 1 

Bheumatism,   acute 1 

Bhinitis,  acute 2 

Scabies 11 

Scarlatina 7 

Tonsillitis 34 

Typhoid  fever 4 

Ulcers,  corneal 2 

Ulcers,  general 2 

Vaccinia 1 

Varicella 12 

Wounds,  incised 2 

Unclassified 5 

Under  observation   123 

Operations. 

Circumcision i .  1 

Cyst,  ovarian   ....  * , . ,  1 

Mastoiditis 2 
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The   following   table   presents   the   movements   of   pupils    by 
counties  for  the  year : 

Remaining 

Sept.  80, 

1910. 

Albany 12 

Allegany 9 

Broome 11 

Cattaraugus 3 

Cayuga 5 

Chautauqua 5 

Chemung "    14 

Chenango 3 

Clinton 3 

Columbia 12 

Cortland 3 

Delaware 8 

Dutchess 4 

Erie 54 

Essex 4 

Eranklin 1 

Pulton 2 

Oenesee 4 

Greene 0 

Hamilton 0 

Herkimer 2 

Jefferson 18 

Kings 27 

Lewis 2 

Livingston 3 

Madison 5 

Monroe 29 

Montgomery 4 

Nassau , 2 

New  York 89 

Niagara 3 

Oneida 25 

Onondaga 30 

Ontario 9 

Orange 16 
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Remaining 
Sept.  80, 
1910.        Admitted.    Discharged. 

Orleans 0  0  0 

Oswego 6  1  2 

Otsego 13  3  3 

Putnam 2  0  -0 

Queens 5  0  1 

Rensselaer 11  2  2 

Richmond 0  0  0 

Rockland 4  1.  1 

St.   Lawrence    '8  3  3 

Saratoga 5  1  1 

Schenectady 2  3  1 

Schoharie 4  0  0 

Schuyler 1  0  0 

Seneca 0  0  0 

Steuben 12  0  2 

Suffolk 3  1  1 

Sullivan 6  0  0 

Tioga 4  0  0 

Tompkins 5  1  0 

Ulster 11  2  3 

Warren 3  0  1 

Washington 3  0  0 

Wayne 4  0  2 

Westchester 14  3  4 

Wyoming 2  0  0 

Yates 6  1  0 


Remaining 

Sept.  30, 

1911. 
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Sewing  Ciasses. 
Boys^  List. 

Aprons 

Bath  cloths 

Bibs 

Caps,  bakers'    

Collars 


18 
26 

252 
12 

108 
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Doormats 24 

Handkerchiefs 1,377 

Holders 4 

Neckties 87 

Pillowcases  •  . ! 330 

Puzzles,  sawed   3 

Sheets 447 

Stocking  bags ' 12 

Suspenders,  pairs 12 

Towels 1,154 

Girls'  List. 

Aprons 41 

Bands 66 

Cloths,  dust   26 

Covers,  mattress 36 

Curtains,  sash 10 

Drawers,  pairs  74 

Dresses 37S 

Dresses  repaired 24 

Handkerchiefs ', 100 

Holders 200 

Kimonas 2 

Names  on  garments 200 

Napkins 48 

Nightdresses • 172 

Pillowcases 77 

Sheets 57 

Shirtwaists 29 

Skirts,  under    125 

Tablecloths 17 

Tablepads 6 

Tray  cloths 6 

Towels 108 

South  Wing  Sewing  Room. 

Drawers,  pairs   67 

Shirts 266 


\ 
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Skirts 140 

Waist?,  boys' 151 

Waists,  girls' 139 

#  

Besides  mending  and  cutting  for  other  departments.    . 

OirW  Building  List, 

Aprons 61 

Bands 53 

Bibs 56 

Blankets,  hemmed   13 

Buttonholes,  extra   2,670 

Covers,  mattress 12 

Curtains,  pairs 4 

Dishcloths 33 

Drawers 107 

Dresses 132 

Dresses  made  over 9 

Dressing  sacks   , 3 

Dustcloths 21 

Garters,  pairs 130 

Handkerchiefs 128 

Holders 282 

eTelly  bags 6 

J^ames  sewed  on ; 230 

Ifapkins 110 

New  sleeves    74 

Nightdresses 88 

Pillowcases 72 

Sheets 160 

Shirtwaists 8 

Skirts 77 

Skirts,   under    48 

Tablecloths 3 

Towels 147 

Underwaists 57 

And  a  large  amount  of  mending,  crocheting,  embroidery  and 
other  fancv  work. 
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Boys'  Tailoring  List. 

Aprons 74: 

Blankets,  bound  53 

<Joats 166 

Overalls 30 

Suits 175 

Trousers 404 


Embroidery  Classes. 

Aprons  embroidered 2 

Bags 3 

Belts ; 7 

Centerpiece,  drawnwork    1 

Centerpieces,  in  colors  on  tan 2 

Centerpiece,  in  white 1 

Collar,  Dutch   1 

Collar  and  cuff  sets 2 

Covei's,  bureau,  buttonholed 3 

Covers,  bureau,  drawn  work 2 

Doilies • 18 

Doilies,   lunch 10 

Handkerchiefs 7 

Jabots  .  .  .  ,  * S 

Letters  on  articles 22 

Xapkins,  buttonholed 0 

Panel,  dress    1 

Pattern,  dress 1 

Patterns,  waist 13 

Pillowcases,  buttonholed    6 

Tiinfr,  napkin 1 

Runner,  table   1 

Sham,  sheet,  buttonholed 1 

Shams,  sheet,  hemstitched  ...*.. 2 

Tablecloth,  hemstitched   1 

Traycloths,  buttonholed   3 

Traycloths,  drawn  work 6 

Tops,  pincushion    3 
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Class  at  Hosemaking. 

Boys'  hose,  pairs   540 

Girls'  hose,  pairs   1,23G 

Hose  refooted,  pairs l,lG4r 

All  of  the  mending  except  at  the  girls'  building. 

Class  at  Shoemaking. 

Shoes,  pairs 2 

Shoes,  repaired,  pairs    4,0G7 

Also  miscellaneous  harness  repairs. 

Brush  Shop,  Fairmount. 

Brushes,  scrub,  dozen 78% 

Sloyd  Class. 

Board,  bread 1 

Board,  sleeve 1 

Boxes,  comb,  pair 2 

Boxes,  needle,  pair    2 

Cabinet 1 

Desk '.  .  1 

Hangers,  coat 15 

Holder  for  billiard  cues 1 

Holders,   broom    5 

Looms,  adjustable 2 

Loom,  large 1 

Ijoom,  small 1 

Rest,  back 1 

Hollers,  towel C 

Stands,  kettle   0 

Stands,  magazine 2 

Stretchers  for  weaving,  pair 2 

Trays,  pen  . 2 
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The  steward  reports  the  following  as  products  of  the  farm  and 
garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1911: 

Fabm  Producp:. 

11551/^  dozen  eggs $:342  (>4 

Meats: 

235%  pounds  chicken 45  35 

G  pounds  duck 1  08 

1 19  pounds  lard 10  GO 

5177  pounds  pork   (;21  21 

MiJk: 

142,850  quarts  milk 5,G15  G3 

Farm  foods: 

25  tons  beets,  Swedes   87  50 

80  bushels  carrots   19  00 

580  bushels  corn   278  40 

175  tons  ensilage 383  75 

160  tons  fodder  corn 832  50 

165  tons  hay    2,766  00 

900  bushels  oats 405  00 

43  tons  straw 350  00 

573  3-7  weeks'  pasturage 269  00 

170  bushels  wheat 167  50 

Sale  of  farm  products 763  38 

Wood,  stove  and  kindling,  19  cords 57  00 

$13,021  63 

Gardex   Produce. 

1361/^  bushels  apples $108  05 

31  bushels  apples,  crab 27  50 

50  dozen  bunches  asparagus 100  00 

3  bushels  Lima  beans   3  Op 

54  bushels  string  beans 27  00 

167  bushels  beets 57  05 

114  bunches  chive   5  70 

783  quarts  cherri(\s 54  81 

5.460  heads  cabbage 214  20 
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1071/2  bushels  carrots $35  85 

479  heads  cauliflower   

1,300  heads  celery 

83  dozen  cucumbers 

211/^  bushels  pickling  cucumbers 

234  quarts  currants 

2.128  dozen  ears  sweet  corn 

38  dozen  eggplant 

200  pounds  grapes 

852  dozen  heads  lettuce 

175  melons • 

5,073  bunches  green  onions 

79  bushels  late  onions 

275  bunches  parsley    

83  bushels  parsnips 

67  bushels  green  peas  

13  bushels  peppers 

67  bushels  pears 

73  bushels  plums 

1,845  bunches  pie  plant   

1,707  bushels  potatoes 

1,914  bunches  radishes   

4  bushels  Swiss  chard 

253  quarts  raspberries 

38  bunches  sage 

115  bunches  spinach 

32  barrels  summer  squash    

34%  barrels  winter  squash , 

148  quarts  strawberries 

221  bushels  tomatoes 

26  bushels  turnips 

20  dozen  bunches  vecetable  ovsters 
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Ap^LICATIO^'s  for  Admission. 

The  number  of  applications  for  admission  during  the  year  was 
158  or  15  less  than  for  the  previous  year.    Of  the  number  received 
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90  were  for  boys  and  68  for  girls,  as  iigainst  102  and  71  in  1910. 
As  the  applications  come  to  hand  they  are  closely  examined  and 
passed  upon  for  acceptance  or  rejection.  Of  those  received  during 
the  year  57  were  accepted  and  101  rejected.  Of  those  rejected  GS 
were  thought  to  be  unteachable,  ten  were  subject  to  epileptic  con- 
vulsions, nine  were  over  and  nine  under  the  admissible  age,  four 
were  helpless,  three  were  paralyzed,  and  three  insane.  The  marked 
preponderance  of  those  rejected  over  those  accepted  was  due  to 
two  causes:  First,  the  authorities  at  the  Rome  asylum  have  re- 
quested our  consideration  of  many  applications  for  children  be- 
tween 7  and  14  years  of  age  before  acceptance  at  that  institution ; 
second,  of  G3  applications  received  from  Greater  New  York,  only 
13  could  be  filed  as  accepted.  This  action  was  the  result  of  an 
eifort  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  in  that  city  to  make  the  Ran- 
dalls Island  institution  more  educational  and  less  custodial  in  its 
character,  by  retaining  children  of  the  teachable  class  and  trying 
to  get  us  to  take  the  unteachable  or  those  with  especially  bad 
habits  or  tempers. 


Admissions  and  Discharges. 

The  admissions  of  the  year  were  42  boys  and  36  girls,  and  two 
boys  and  one  girl  were  readmitted,  or  totals  of  44  and  37,  re- 
spectively, as  compared  with  20  and  24  for  1910,  or  a  grand  total 
of  34  in  excess  of  that  vear.  The  increased  number  of  admissions 
was  made  possible  by  the  larc:or  number  of  transfers  (51  as  against 
12)  to  the  Rome  Asylum.  The  total  number  on  the  rolls  for  the 
year  was  635,  or  35  in  excess  of  last  year.  The  maximum  num- 
ber present  was  548  on  ^larch  1st  and  the  minimum,  479,  occurred 
in  August  during  the  summer  vacation  season.  The  daily  average 
was  528,  or  three  less  than  for  1010. 

The  discharges  during  the  year  were  80,  of  whom  52  were  boys 
and  28  girls;  and  one  boy  and  four  girls  died,  making  a  total  of 
85,  as  compared  with  45  in  1910.  Of  the  boys  discharged  33  were 
transferred  to  the  Rome  Asylum,  16  were  removed  by  parents, 
two  became  insane  and  were  transferred  to  State  hospitals,  and 
one  eloped.  Of  the  girls  discharged  five  were  removed  by  parents, 
18  transferred  to  the  Rome  Asylum,  four  to  the  Newark  Asylum, 
and  one  to  Craic:  Colonv. 
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The  ScirooL  Department. 

At  your  annual  meeting  in  October  the  following  report  of  the 
year's  school  work  was  submitted  by  the  head  teacher,  Miss  Broad, 
and,  at  my  suggestion,  with  your  approval,  is  herewith  made  a 
part  of  the  superintendent's  report : 

"  We  have  had  322  children  in  school  during  the  past  year. 
This  number  includes  those  who  were  transferred  or  discharged 
and  others  who  were  admitted.  Twenty-six  are  older  pupils  who 
work  in  the  industrial  department,  47  were  transferred  to  the 
custodial  departments,  and  21  were  discharged  either  to  their 
homes  or  to  the  other  institutions.  At  present  we  have  228  chil- 
dren in  the  school  proper.  Twenty-three  are  absent  on  vacation 
and  when  these  return,  or  their  places  are  filled  by  others,  our 
school  will  number  about  ^50.  This  will  give  to  each  of  the  teach- 
ers, including  three  of  the  six  attendant  teachers  who  share  the 
classes  regularly  with  the  teachers,  an  average  of  twenty  pupils  to 
a  class.  This  is  not  an  actual  average  as  certain  classes  in  exercise, 
dancing  and  singing  are  much  larger,  bringing  down  the  number 
in  some  classes  to  about  fifteen,  occasionally  less.  The  other  three 
attendant  teachers  have  some  of  the  older  pupils  working  at  dress-* 
making,  knitting,  darning  stockings,  and  tailoring. 

The  usual  number  of  girls  (about  ninety)  were  instructed  in  the 
ironing  classes.     Several  of  these  girls  who  have  been  in  school  for 
months,  and   in  some  cases  years,  without  showing  any  special 
capacity  for  learning  reading  or  numbers,  have  done  very  credit-  • 
able  work  at  ironing  and  in  the  dining  rooms  and  dormitories. 

The  sewing  classes  for  the  girls  were  increased  in  number  from 
two  to  four  last  vear,  and  this  vear  we  have  six  classes  with  from  ' 
13  to  17  girls  in  each.    We  purpose  to  give  them  a  complete  course 
in  hand  sewing,  fitting  as  many  as  possible  to  go  into  the  dress- 
making room  and  give  efficient  help  to  the  dressmaker. 

The  embroidery  class  has  done  excellent  work,  the  girls  showing 
much  interest  and  enthusiasm.  The  finished  work  has  been  used 
in  part  for  the  house ;  the  rest  sold,  the  money  obtained  being  used 
to  buy  new  material. 

The  boys'  sewing  classes  have  accomplished  much  useful  work 
in  the  making  of  handkerchiefs,  neckties,  collars,  sheets,  pillow- 
cases, towels,  bibs,  door  mats,  wash  cloths,  etc. 
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The  Sloyd  work  has  been  continued  as  usual;  three  classes  of 
ten  boys  each  have  met  regularly  every  week  and  have  made  many 
articles  for  use  in  the  school  and  around  the  buildings,  such  as 
rulers,  slceveboards,  broom  holders,  flower  pot  stands,  coat  hangers, 
pen  trays,  looms,  combs  and  needles  for  the  weaving  class. 

We  have  done  as  much  as  we  could  in  the  weaving  class  with  the 
hand  looms  on  which  the  children  can  make  pillow  tops  and  small 
wool  rugs,  but  could  do  more  if  we  had  a  large  loom  for  the  weaving 
of  rag  rugs. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  school  year  chair  caning  was  introduced  ; 
seven  chairs  and  two  stools  were  caned,  one  boy  doing  most  of  the 
work.  He  is  now  ready  to  aid  in  instructing  six  others  who  are 
to  be  trained  this  year.  Some  of  the  boys  have  also  been  instructed 
in  raflSa  work  and  have  finishied  a  number  of  baskets. 

The  kindergarten  work  last  year  consisted  largely  of  games  in- 
troduced to  arouse  the  slow  and  apathetic  children  to  greater 
activity.  In  a  number  of  instances  children  who  were  most  dull 
and  uninterested,  after  a  time  developed  a  real  interest  and  activity. 
We  hope  to  continue  this  work  where  most  needed,  adding  other 
regular  kindergarten  features. 

We  endeavor  to  give  the  children  a  certain  amount  of  instruc- 
tion in  reading,  writing,  spelling,  and  numbers,  with  varying 
degrees  of  success.  We  have  one  class  each  in  Third  and  Fourth 
Reader,  the  rest  all  being  in  the  lower  grades.  In  numbers  a  few 
of  the  pupils  get  as  far  as  fractions,  many  do  addition,  subtraction, 
multiplication,  and  some  division,  while  others  have  very  little 
comprehension  of  numbers. 

Because  of  the  head  teacher's  release  from  actual  class  duty  she 
was  able  to  accomplish  more  effective  work  in  the  proper  grading 
of  the  children  in  their  various  classes ;  also  to  plan  and  supervise 
the  work  of  the  teachers,  making  that  more  uniform  in  character. 
This  has  been  beneficial  in  two  ways;  in  stimulating  the  teachers 
to  more  earnest  effort  and  by  arousing  in  the  children  a  desire  to 
do  better  work.  As  a  result  nearly  half  of  those  who  had  been 
in  the  lowest  classes  (some  of  them  for  two  or  throe  years)  were 
ready  to  advance  a  grade  at  the  beginning  of  this  school  year. 

In  September  we  prepared  an  exhibit  of  our  school  work  for 
the  State  Fair,  and  are  now  sending  it  on  to  Watertown  for  the 
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New  York  State  Conference  of  Charities  and  Correction  to  be 
held  from  the  17th  to  the  19th  of  October." 

Health  and  Mortality; 

In  the  early  part  of  the  past  winter  parotiditis  (mumps)  made 
its  appearance  among  the  children  and  before  the  epidemic  was 
over  83  ])ors()ns,  all  but  one  of  whom  were  inmates,  came  down 
with  the  disease.  Fortunately,  not  a  single  one  suffered  the  cus- 
tomary complications. 

In  February  a  case  of  diphtheria  was  discovered  in  a  boy  who- 
had  been  transferred  from  the  Rome  Asylum.  At  the  time  of  his 
admission  this  boy  was  placed  under  observation  in  the  hospital, 
as  has  been  the  custom  for  the  past  year  with  newly  admitted 
children,  and  a  culture  from  his  throat  was  sent  to  the  city  bacteri- 
ologist for  examination.  The  report  was  negative.  Eight  days 
later  the  boy  developed  clinical  diphtheria  and  was  promptly  quar- 
antined but  in  a  short  time  two  more  cases  appeared.  Upon  their 
recovery  and,  after  having  negative  cultures  during  three  succes- 
sive days,  they  were  discharged  and  the  quarantine  raised.  About 
two  weeks  later  another  case  was  discovered  and  within  the  next 
fortnight  three  more  followed.  The  same  precautions  were  taken 
as  before  and  the  quarantine  raised  the  second  time.  The  very 
next  day,  however,  a  new  case  developed  and,  others  following,  a 
more  drastic  course  was  decided  upon ;  namely,  to  administer 
anti-toxin  to  all  persons  associated  in  the  various  classes  where  the 
disease  had  appeared,  and  to  have  cultures  examined  of  everyone 
who  had  been  in  any  way  exposed.  As  a  result,  several  who  had 
not  been  ill  in  the  least  were  found  carrying  germs.  All  of  these 
'*  carriers  "  were  isolated  and  retained  in  quarantine  until  found 
free  from  the  diphtheria  bacillus.  In  consequence  of  the  above 
measures  the  epidenlic  was  promptly  checked.  After  the  lapse  of 
nearly  two  months  the  disease  appeared  for  the  fourth  time,  when 
three  more  cases  occurred.  The  work  of  having  cultures  taken 
and  examined  was  renewed  and  several  more  "  carriers "  were 
found.  At  this  writing,  the  middle  of  Xovember,  eight  "  carriers  '' 
are  still  kept  in  quarantine,  three  of  whom  have  been  so  confined 
since  the  month  of  June,  a  striking  evidence  of  the  persistency 
of  the  bacilli  to  thrive  in  the  noses  and  throats  of  some  persons, 
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for  an  indefinite  period.  .  In  all,  nineteen  clinical  cases  of  diph- 
theria have  occurred  and  thirty-one  bacteriological  cases,  or  "  car- 
riers," three  of  the  latter,  however,  being  in  the  month  of  October 
of  the  present  fiscal  year.  Of  the  number  afflicted  with  the  disease 
only  one  died,  a  girl,  suddenly,  from  pneumogastric  paralysis  dur- 
ing convalescence.  The  diseaige  occurred  chiefly  among  the  occu- 
pants of  the  main  building  and  north  wing,  the  parts  entirely 
exempt  being  the  girls'  building,  garden  cottage,  and  Fairmount 
cottage. 

In  the  month  of  August  a  case  of  poliomyelitis,  or  infantile 
paralysis,  was  diagnosed  in  one  of  the  occupants  of  the  girls' 
building.  The  attack  was  a  very  severe  one  and  death  occurred 
after  an  illness  of  only  five  days.  Specimens  of  the  spinal  cord  in 
this  case  were  sent  to  the  Rockefeller  Institute  in  New  York  for 
pathological  examination  by  Dr.  Simon. Flexner,  who  failed  to  find 
any  evidence  of  the  disease.  The  girl  was  kept  in  close  quarantine 
during  her  illness  and  no  other  cases  of  the  disease,  or  anything 
resembling  it,  having  since  arisen,  it  is  probable  the  diagnosis  was 
a  mistaken  one. 

During  the  month  of  September  three  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
occurred,  two  of  which  were  occupants  of  the  main  building,  one 
employee  and  an  inmate.  The  third  case  was  an  occupant  of  the 
garden  cottage.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  typhoid  at  this  insti- 
tution for  many  years  past,  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
months,  excretory  products  from  about  forty  persons  who  had  had 
the  disease  within  the  past  ten  years  were  examined,  in  the  month 
of  August,  by  the  city  bacteriologist,  with  a  view  of  finding  among 
them  a  possible  "  carrier  "  but  none  was  discovered. 

Every  case  of  contagious  disease  that  has  occurred  throughout 
the  year  has  been  promptly  reported  to  the  State  Commissioner 
of  Health,  whose  department  has  materially  aided  us  with  counsel 
and  advice.  The  city  bacteriologist  has  also  been  exceedingly 
prompt  in  examining  cultures  and  reporting  results. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  five,  which, 
with  an  average  population  of  528,  represents  a  death  rate  of  less 
than  one  per  centum.  The  average  age  of  those  who  died  was 
fourteen  years,  the  oldest  being  seventeen  and  the  youngest  ten 
years  of  age. 
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Statistics  of  Hebedity. 

Upon  assuming  the  office  of  superintendent  of  this  institution, 
twenty-seven  years  ago,  a  book  was  prepared  entitled  "  Hereditary 
Analysis  of  Applications,"  for  the  purpose  of  recording  such  facts 
bearing  upon  heredity  as  were  to  be  found  in  the  descriptive  appli- 
cations received  for  admission.  During  the  past  year  the  three 
thousandth  application  was  received  and  recorded.  In  1896  the 
first  1,000,  in  1905  the  second  1,000  applications  were  reported, 
and,  in  order  to  make  the  statistics  uniform,  the  3,000  are  now 
reported  in  the  same  form  as  was  originally  adopted..  The  statis- 
tics of  1896  and  1905  were  preceded  by  the  following  remarks 
which  are  now  as  truly  apropos  as  then :  "  Had  further  inquiries 
been  instituted  beyond  the  simple  descriptive  facts  mentioned  in 
the  blanks,  it  is  possible  that  the  elements  of  heredity  would  have 
been  shown  in  still  greater  force.  It  must  be  considered,  also, 
that  the  descriptions  furnished  us  are  largely  made  by  the  family 
physicians,  as  obtained  from  the  family,  or  by  some  immediate 
member  of  the  family,  and  that  the  disposition  in  many  families 
to  slightly  overlook  or  conceal  certain  tainted  family  records  has 
often  been  noted.  This  operates  to  make  all  records  of  this  nature 
appear  better  than  they  really  are.  In  compiling  these  statistics 
we  have  taken  the  facts  given  as  they  relate  to  parents  alone,  and 
have  endeavored  to  tabulate  them  in  manner  as  follows: 

1896.     .  1905.  1911.  Total. 

Both  parents  healthy 458  .519  491  1,46S 

Both  parents  unknown 107  129  78  314 

Fathers  intemperate,  mothers  healthy 135  110  109  354 

^lothers  intemperate,  fathers  healthy 8  16  13  37 

Botli  parents  intemperate 29  20  24  73 

Fathers  healthy,  mothers  sickly 47  38  29  114 

Mothers  healthv.  fatliers  sicklv    22  13  35  70 

Both  parents  sickly    6  4  5  15 

Fathers  epileptic,  insane,  or  imbecile ;  mothers 

healthy  28  26  31  85 

Mothers  epileptic,  insane,  or  imbecile;  fathers 

healthy 25  24  36  85 

Fathers  epileptic,  insniio,  or  iniliecile;  mothers 

unknown 2  2  2  6 

Mothers  epileptic,  insane,  or  imbecile;  fathers 

unknown 29  18  25  72 

Fathers  intemperate ;  mothers  epileptic, insane, 

or  imbecile 24  25  33  82 
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1896.       1905.        1911.       Total. 


0 

7 

7 

16 

40 

81 

3 

2 

S 

2 

2 

5 

16 

10 

44 

2 

0 

2 

9 

13 

31 

2 

9 

16 

1 

4 

11 

1 

1 

7 

3 

0 

6 

1 

1 

4 

.  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

3,000 

16 
5 

10 

25 
5 
1 

15 
8 
3 

56 
18 
14 

31 

31 

26 

88 

Mothers  intemperate;  fathers  epileptic,  insane, 

or  imbecile 0 

Both  parents  epileptic,  insane,  or  imbecile ...  25 
Fathers  epileptic,  insane,  or  imbecile;  mothers 

sickly 3 

Mothers  epileptic,  insane,  or  imbecile;  fathers 

sickly 1 

Fathers  intemperate,  mothers  sickly 18 

Mothers  intemperate,  fathers  sickly 0 

Fathers  intemperate,  mothers  unknown 12 

Mothers  intemperate,  fathers  unknown 5 

Fathers  unknown,  mothers  healthy 6 

Mothers  unknown,  fathers  healthy 5 

Fathers  unknown,  mothers  sickly 3 

Mothers  unknown,  fathers  sickly 2 

Total  cases  1,000 

Parents  first  cousins 

Parents  second  cousins 

Parents  incestuous 

Total  consanguineous   


In  the  above  tabulation  some  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
figures  given  in  1896,  as  was  done  in  1905,  by  including  the  hered- 
ity of  those  of  consanguineous  parentage  in  the  separate  totals. 
Aside  from  that,  and  following  a  further  analysis  as  heretofore 
pursued,  the  three  thousand  applications  show  that  in  380  of  the 
1468  cases  whose  parents  are  reported  healthy  one  or  more  of 
their  near  relatives  had  been  tainted  by  convulsions,  insanity,  im- 
becility, or  some  serious  brain  disease  or  physical  deformity,  and 
of  the  remaining  1532  applications  no  fewer  than  462  show  some 
family  taints  of  degeneracy,  besides  those  existing  in  the  parents 
themselves.  Included  in  the  1532  are  all  those  recorded  as 
'"  unknown  "  and,  as  was  stated  in  the  report  for  1890,  "  this  is 
but  just  for  it  is  probable  that  nearly  every  such  case  is  a  castaway 
or  an  illegitimate  which  of  itself  is  an  evidence  of  mental  weakness 
or  degeneracy." 

After  these  deductions,  therefore,  it  is  shown  that  of  3.000 
applications  but  1,088  or  36  2-3  per  cent,  came  to  us  from  a  par- 
entage recorded  as  free  from  degeneracy  or  some  hereditary  family 
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stain.  In  1896  this  record  was  307  in  1,000,  the  percentage  in 
decimals  therefore  .307 ;  in  1005,  it  was  366  in  1,000,  a  percentage 
of  .366;  and  now  in  1911  it  is  380,  a  percentage  of  .38,  showing 
an  improvement  of  practically  7^  per  cent,  over  1896,  as  com- 
pared with  6  per  cent,  in  1905,  and  which  as  I  then  said,  "  it 
is  not  too  much  to  believe  is  largely  due  to  the  policy  inaugurated 
in  1878  by  the  trustees  of  this  institution,  and  since  pursued,  of 
providing  custody  for  feeble-minded  women  at  the  Newark  State 
Asylum." 

Of  the  74  applicants  who  were  children  of  first  and  second 
cousins,  only  sixteen  were  reported  from  families  free  from  de- 
fects, or  of  pure  healthy  parentage;  and  of  the  fourteen  cases 
recorded  as  incestuous  four  were  said  to  be  children  of  brother 
and  sister,  four  of  father  and  daughter,  five  of  uncle  and  niece, 
and  one  of  grandfather  and  granddaughter.  In  one  of  these  cases 
both  parents  were  imbecile ;  in  four  the  mothers  were  imbecile ;  in 
two  the  conditions  were  unascertained;  in  ope  the  father  was  an 
imbecile;  in  another  intemperate  and  imbecile;  and  in  one  the 
mother  was  insane.  In  the  last  mentioned,  the  father  was  sentenced 
and  served  a  term  of  ten  years  in  a  State  prison  for  the  crime  of 
incest. 

Fabm  akd  Gabden. 

Another  long  period  of  severe  drought  prevailed  in  this  locality 
during  the  summer  season  and  nearly  all  farm  and  garden  crops 
suffered  more  or  less.  Those  most  affected  were  two  important 
ones,  hay  and  jwtatoes,  both  of  these  crops  being  less  than  half  a 
fair  average.  The  wheat  and  oat  crops,  however,  were  above  the 
average,  the  former  product  yielding  over  35  bushels  per  acre, 
and  the  latter  over  45.  The  com  yield,  both  for  fodder  and  in  the 
ear,  was  also  good  and  above  our  former  averages. 

As  a  result  of  the  disease  known  as  contagious  abortion  among 
our  herd  of  cows,  which  was  discovered  last  spring,  the  milk  yield 
was  materially  lessened  for  the  year,  142,850  quarts  as  compared 
with  164,144  for  last  year.  When  the  disease  was  fully  recognized, 
it  was  promptly  checked  by  the  efficient  and  thorough  use  of 
ohloro-naphtholeum,  and  bichloride  solutions  about  the  cows  and 
stables. 


88 

Estimate  Law  Amended. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  an  amendment  was  made 
to  the  State  Charities  Law  relating  to  the  estimates  in  that  they 
are  now  required  to  be  submitted  to  the  Fiscal  Supervisor  quar- 
terly instead  of  monthly  as  heretofore.  A  change  was  also  made  in 
that  portion  of  the  law  pertaining  to  inventories  by  which  they  are 
also  simplified  to  some  extent.  These  changes  have  quite  materially 
lessened  the  amount  of  labor  necessary  under  the  previous  system, 
and  we  are  duly  grateful  to  the  Fiscal  Supervisor  for  his  efforts 
in  this  direction. 
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Our  thanks  are  cordially  and  thus  publicly  extended  to  the  pub- 
lishers of  the  following  periodicals  sent  and  furnished  gratuitously 
during  the  year :  "  The  Rochester  Advocate,"  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; 
"  The  Training  School,"  Vineland,  K  J. ;  "  The  North  Star," 
Faribault,  Minn. ;  "  The  Park  College  Record,"  Parkville,  Mo. ; 
''  The  Institution  Quarterly,"  Springfield,  111. ;  "The  Bulletin  of 
the  Iowa  State  Institutions,"  and  the  "  Monthly  Bulletin,"  of  the 
State  Department  of  Health. 

We  also  desire  to  render  thanks  to  Mr.  Michael  Walsh  of  Syra- 
cuse for  twenty  pounds  of  candy  and  six  dozen  oranges;  to  Hon. 
W.  W.  Cheney,  Manlius,  for  a  quantity  of  illustrated  magazines 
sent  to  the  boys  at  the  Fairmount  farm;  to  Mrs.  Hettie  E.  Jackson 
of  Malone,  N.  Y.,  for  picture  albums  and  paper  dolls,  and  to  many 
parents  and  friends  of  the  children  for  gifts  of  fruits,  nuts,  can- 
dies, toys,  money,  etc.,  at  the  winter  holiday  season. 

Highly  valued  among  the  year's  gifts  was  that  from  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Seguin,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  of  a  portrait  of  the  late  Dr.  Edouard 
Seguin,  the  celebrated  author  upon  "  Idiocy,"  whose  early  writings 
upon  the  physiological  education  of  idiots  gave  inspiration  to  the 
former  superintendent  of  this  institution.  Dr.  Hervey  B.  Wilbur, 
and  as  a  result  of  which  he  became  the  first  one  in  this  country  to 
attempt  the  education  of  the  feeble-minded. 
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Entertainments. 

The  entertainments  provided  for  the  year  past  were  not  as 
numerous  as  formerly  owing  to  the  interruptions  occasioned  by  the 
prevalence  of  contagious  diseases. 

Besides  music  and  dancing  in  the  hall  upon  eleven  evenings 
during  the  months  of  January,  February,  March  and  April,  the 
other  occasions  were  as  follows:  October  3,  recitations  by  Mr. 
Burdette  Edgett;  October  25,  a  harvest  dancing  party  for  the 
girls,  in  center  hall;  October  31,  recitations  by  Miss  Ida  J.  Moul- 
ton;  November  1,  a  Hallowe'en  dancing  party  in  the  hall;  Decem- 
ber 6,  a  stereopticon  exhibition  by  Mr.  Robert  Turner;  Decem- 
ber 12,  a  trio  of  colored  musicians ;  December  22,  a  Christmas  play 
by  the  children,  "  The  Sign  of  the  Star  " ;  January  23,  a  concert 
by  a  quartette  of  colored  singers ;  January  30,  an  Indian  talk  and 
concert  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  W.  Lindley  and  daughter;  Feb- 
ruary 20,  a  concert  by  a  company  of  jubilee  singers ;  April  3,  chalk 
talk  by  Mr.  George  Little;  April  25,  a  concert  by  the  Alumni 
Mandolin  Club  of  Syracuse;  May  2,  masquerade  dancing  party  in 
the  hall ;  July  4,  a  ball  game  and  other  sports  in  the  afternoon  and 
fireworks  in  the  evening;  September  24,  a  concert  by  the  Rome 
State  Asylum  band. 

Visitors. 

The  customary  Friday  afternoon  exercises  had  to  be  discon- 
tinued after  May  1st  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  mumps  among  the 
children  and  for  the  rest  of  the  season  on  account  of  diphtheria. 
Previous  to  May  1st  the  hall  and  industrial  rooms  were  opened  to 
the  public  upon  eighteen  Friday  afternoons,  and  650  visitors  were 
counted  present  at  the  exercises. 

The  official  visitors  for  the  year  were  as  follows:  October  20, 
Dr.  Charles  Bernstein,  superintendent  Rome  State  Asylum ;  Octo- 
ber 25,  a  committee  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Chautauqua 
coimty;  October  28,  Dr.  F.  Reichmann,  State  Superintendent  of 
Weights  and  Measures ;  November  17,  Hon.  William  R.  Stewart, 
president  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities ;  May  4,  Dr.  David  F. 
Weeks,  superintendent  of  the  Village  for  Epileptics,  Skillman, 
New  Jersey ;  June  0,  Dr.  A.  C.  Rogers,  superintendent  Institution 
for  Feeble-Minded,  Faribault,  Minn.;  June  12,  Dr.  A.  R.   T. 
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Wylie,  superintendent  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded,  Grafton, 
North  Dakota;  June  17,  Hon.  William  K.  Stewart,  president  of 
the  State  Board  of  Charities ;  June  22,  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  Hon. 
Simon  Eosendale,  Commissioners,  and  Hon.  Robert  W.  Hebberd, 
secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities;  June  26,  Hon.  Dennis 
McCarthy,  Fiscal  Supervisor;  July  28,  Hon.  Dennis  McCarthy, 
Fiscal  Supervisor,  and  Dr.  Robert  W.  Hill,  Superintendent  of 
State  and  Alien  Poor ;  August  10,  Dr.  Albert  W.  Ferris,  president 
of  the  State  Commission  in  Lunacy;  September  14,  Prof.  C.  A. 
Hamilton,  superintendent  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Batavia, 
N.Y.  I  , 

Besides  the  visits  of  the  above  mentioned  officials,  inspections 
were  made  by  representatives  of  various  State  departments,  as 
follows :  October  17,  Mr.  Block  and  Mr.  Blumenthal,  Weights  and 
Measures  Department;  November  28-30,  Miss  Child,  Fiscal  Super- 
visor's department ;  November  29-30,  Mr.  Kilbourn,  Fiscal  Super- 
visor's department;  December  4-5,  Mr.  Nichols,  Fiscal  Super- 
visor's department;  December  22,  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Baker, 
Department  of  Agriculture;  December  28,  Dr.  McGill,  Depart- 
ment of  Health;  December  29,  Mr.  Nichols,  Fiscal  Supervisor's 
department;  December  31,  Mr.  Ogden,  Department  of  Health; 
I'ebruary  6,  Mr.  Kilbourn,  Fiscal  Supervisor's  department; 
February  17,  Mr.  Winters,  Department  of  Agriculture;  Feb- 
ruary 27,  Mr.  Baker,  Department  of  Agriculture;  March  6,  Mr. 
Kanzer,  Department  of  Weights  and  Measures;  April  6-7,  Mr. 
Kilbourn,  Fiscal  Supervisor's  department;  April  13-15,  Miss 
Child,  Fiscal  Supervisor's  department;  April  14-15,  Miss  Corbett, 
Fiscal  Supervisor's  department;  April  14,  Mr.  Winters,  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture;  May  1-3,  Mr.  Nichols,  Fiscal  Supervisor's 
department;  May  2,  Mr.  Kilbourn,  Fiscal  Supervisor's  depart- 
ment; May  4-6,  Mr.  Lechtrecker,  State  Board  of  Charities; 
May  11-12,  Mr.  Freeman,  State  Architect's  office;  May  17-20, 
Mr.  Wynne,  State  Architect's  office;  May  19,  Mr.  Roberts,  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture;  May  22,  Mr.  Watson,  Fiscal  Supervisor's 
department;  May  24,  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Illston,  Department  of 
Agriculture;  June  5,  Mr.  Illston  and  Mr.  Russell,  Department  of 
Agriculture ;  June  6,  Mr.  White,  State  Architect's  office ;  June  19, 
Dr.  Howe,  Department  of  Health;  August  14-15,  Mr.  Kilbourn, 
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Fiacal  Supervisor's  department;  August  28,  Mr.  White,  State 
ArchitcH5t'a  office;  September  4,  Mr.  White,  State  Architect's 
office. 

Conclusion. 

To  you  of  the  Board  of  Managers  I  once  more  tender  my  thanks 
for  your  ovnirteous  consideration,  your  support  and  confidence  and, 
ftlso,  to  the  subordinate  officers,  teachers,  and  employees  generally 
for  thoir  loyal  and  faithful  service  throughout  the  year. 

In  innioluding  this,  my  twenty-eighth  and  last  annual  report,  I 
oannot  do  bettor  than  to  repeat  in  substance  what  was  said  at  the 
iHUiohision  of  niy  reix>rt  three  years  ago.  The  sole  aim  of  my  life 
for  the  jvist  twenty-seven  years  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  this 
iu^tiiutiou  has  been  to  carry  out  its  purposes  with  credit,  honor 
««d  tideUty  and  as  far  as  possible  in  my  power  to  impress  this  duty 
ttud  obHss^tiou  ujvn  all  suK"»rdinates  and  employees  generally. 
Sueh  will  evMuinue  my  evMistant  purpose  for  the  brief  period  of 
t-me  u^  tVlA^v  and  to  the  end.  Unswenins:  in  mv  confidence  of  the 
v*l«o  *nd  inuvrtiinoe  of  this  work  f.^r  the  benefit  of  the  feeble- 
wiihit\i  a::d  t\^r  tIh^  i^^neral  welfare  of  the  S:a:e,  my  long  period  of 
siervuv  herv  h;ji^  K^:h  cvnifirnuvi  and  ir.tensifievl  the  faith  and  hope 
*n  i:^  ei ;«v:>  ar.vi  rx^xf.Ts  iha;  T  jv><^><eJ  a:  :he  beginning.  And 
i;  :$  sjfciv^.  "*  Sury^  I  *:u  :ha:  :he  Lord  will  avcn^re  the  poor;  and 
r,'.;jt:r.:,^:v,  :hv  v'^::^*"  .^t  :he  he>v\e5^'* 

JAMES  0.  CARSOX, 
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SIXTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SYRACUSE 
STATE  INSTITUTION  FOR  FEEBLE-MINDED 

CHILDREN 

To  the  Honorable  Thomas  F.  Conway,  Lieutenant-Governor: 

Dear  Sir. —  I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  the  sixty-second  annual 
report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for 
Feeblc-Minded  Children,  including  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Superintendent  which  have  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of 
^fanagers  and  adopted  by  them. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

W.  W.  CHENEY, 

Presidejit, 
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SIXTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MANA- 
GERS OF  THE  SYRACUSE  STATE  INSTITUTION 
FOR  FEEBLE-MINDED  CHILDREN. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

As  required  by  the  law  establishing  this  institution,  the  under- 
signed managers  submit  herewith  their  sixty-second  annual  report : 

During  the  year  two  changes  have  occurred  in  our  board.  The 
prolonged  illness  of  our  venerable  and  distinguished  colleague. 
Bishop  Ludden,  resulted  in  his  resignation.  His  subsequent  death 
brought  a  great  loss  to  each  of  us  and  to  our  institution  whose 
interests  he  had  served  so  long  and  faithfully.  In  his  place  the 
Governor  appointed  the  Et.  Rev.  John  Grimes,  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  of  Syracuse.  Mr.  Mead  Van  Zile  Belden,  a  regular  and 
valued  attendant  at  our  meetings,  whose  term  had  expired,  was 
succeeded  by  Dr.  William  A.  Kelly  of  Lowville,  N.  Y. 

Another  change  of  vital  importance  to  the  institution  was  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  James  C.  Carson,  the  Superintendent,  after 
twenty-seven  and  one-half  years  of  diligent  and  efficient  service; 
and  the  appointment  of  his  successor,  Dr.  O.  H.  Cobb,  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  the  New  York  State  Hospital  for  the  Care  of 
Crippled  and  Deformed  Children.  Dr.  Cobb  assumed  his  duties 
April  18,  1912. 

As  the  institution  was  built  about  sixty  years  ago,  the  time  is 
approaching  when  additions  should  be  made  to  our  present  plant 
or  the  school  provided  with  new  buildings  on  a  more  suitable  site. 

The  present  quarters  are  inadequate  and  poorly  suited  to  our 
needs;  the  school  rooms  and  dormitories  have  insufficient  light 
and  ventilation  and  the  whole  institution  requires  constant  repairs 
to  keep  it  in  a  habitable  condition.  Also,  our  facilities  offer  small 
opportunity  for  the  development  and  expansion  of  the  industrial 
department,  a  most  important  branch  of  the  school. 

Moreover,  the  growth  of  the  city  up  to  and  surrounding  the  in- 
stitution makes  it  difficult  to  control  our  older  children  without 

(7) 


recourse  to  reformatory  methods,  and  the  sale  of  this  valuable 
property  would  in  part  meet  the  cost  of  a  new  plant.  As  the 
advantages  of  locating  all  institutions,  and  especially  those  for  the 
feeble-minded,  in  the  open  country  are  unquestioned,  we  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  the  State  can  provide  us  with  a  new  and 
larger  institution  built  on  the  cottage  plan  and  located  upon  a 
generous  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Syracuse. 

W.  W.  CHENEY, 
ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE, 
W.  W.  WIAED, 
E.  S.  VAN  DUYN, 
JOHN  GRIMES, 
R.  S.  BOWEN, 
WILLIAM  A.  KELLY. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

I  hereby  submit  to  you  a  complete  statement  of  the  financial 
condition  of  your  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September 
30,  1912: 

Resources  for  the  Year. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1911 $3,021  28 

State  Appropriation  for  Fiscal  Year : 

Chapter  513,  Laws  of  1910 4,329  42 

Chapter  810,  Laws  of  1911 89,428  09 

Chapter  811,  Laws  of  1911 12,000  00 

Chapter  547,  Laws  of  1912 • 5,000  00 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. .  10,475  00 
Receipts  from  pay  cases,  board,   instruction  and 

clothing 1,601  57 

From  sale  of  farm  products 666  71 

From  sale  of  productions  of  shop 50  53 

From  sale  of  old  material . .  .  .- 86  73 

Miscellaneous 106  00 

Total $126,765  33 

Disbursements. 

1.  Officers  and  employees $44,544  89 

2.  Temporary  employees 

3.  Expenses  of  managers 286  36 

4.  Provisions 27,768  04 

5.  Household  stores 3,963  11 

6.  Clothing 5,301  33 

7.  Fuel  and  light 13,502  42 

8.  Hospital  and  medical  supplies...  988  62 

9.  Shop,  farm  and  garden  supplies.  .       8,138  42 
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10.  Ordinary  repairs $5,084  49 

11.  Transportation  of  inmates 46  60 

12.  Miscellaneous 3,509  95 

Total  expense  for  the  fiscal  year $113,134  23 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1912 644  56 

Amount  forwarded  to  Comptroller  and  not  returned        12,986  54 

Total $126,765  33 

Assets. 

Cash  on  hand  October  1,  1912 $644  56 

Due  from  counties 1,251  89 

Due  from  pay  cases 115  00 

Due  from  unexpended  appropriations 20,018  54 

Total $22,020  09 


Schedule  of  Special  Appeopriatioxs. 


Chapter  508,  La  tea  of  1910: 
Repairs  and  equipment 


Balance 

Oct.  1, 

1911. 

$1,272  13 


Appropriated 
1912. 


Reconstructing    electric    wiring 

sjstem 13,000  00 


Chapter  822,  Latca  of  1011 : 

Repairs  and  equipment 

Replacing  old  boilers 

Improvements  to  heating  system. 
Chapter  530,  Laws  of  1012 : 

Electric  wiring    

Extraordinary  repairs  and  equip- 
ment   

Electric  light   plant 

Chapter  547,  Laica  of  1912 : 

Repairs  and  equipment 

Reconstructing    electric    wiring 
system 


6,000  00 
6.000  00 
2,000  00 


Balance 
Expended        Sept.  80, 
1912.  1012. 


$465  00 
807  13  reap. 


8,421  80  

4,578  20  roap. 

1,537   10         $4,462  90 

6,000  00  

2,000  00  


$4,000  00 

5,000  00 
8,000  00 

807  13  re. 

4,578  20  re. 


1,379  71 
70  06 

801  72 
4,578  20 


2,620  29 

4,929  94 
8.000  00 

5  41 


O.  H.  COBB. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  the  condition  of  your  institution 
for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1912: 

Admissions  and  Disciiabges. 

During  the  year  there  were  183  applications  for  admission,  25 
more  than  last  year.  Seventy-three  children  were  admitted  and 
two  readmitted;  108  children  were  rejected;  51  were  considered 
too  low  grade,  14  were  over  age,  12  under  age,  9  paralyzed,  13 
epileptic,  6  insane,  2  blind,  and  one  was  certified  to  be  not  feeble- 
minded. 

There  were  52  discharges :  23  were  taken  home  by  parents  and 
not  returned;  21  were  sent  to  the  Rome  Custodial  Asylum;  3 
epileptic  children  were  transferred  to  Craig  Colony ;  one  went  to 
the  State  School  for  the  Blind  at  Batavia ;  two  eloped  and  did  not 
return,  and  one  died.  One  of  the  best  of  our  older  girls  who  did 
not  return  from  vacation  is  supporting  herself  at  general  house- 
work. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  your  institution  is  filled  to  its  capacity 
and  we  are  turning  away  many  lower  grade  children  whom  our 
training  would  prepare  for  self  help  and  useful  work.  With  an 
enlarged  institution  we  might  well  train  feeble-minded  children  of 
whatever  grade  of  mentality. 

Movement  of  the  Population. 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Present  at  beginning  of  the  year 250  272  522 

Absent  on  vacation 18  11  29 

Since  admitted 48  25  73 

Readmitted 2  0  2 

Total  for  the  year 318  308  626 
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Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Discharged 33  18  51 

Died 1  0  1 

Present  at  close  of  the  year 274  282  556 

Absent  on  vacation 11  7  18 

Total  on  the  rolls 285  289  574 

Average  daily  attendance 262  273  535 

Total  cost  of  maintenance $113,134  25 

Average  weekly  cost 4  06 

Yearly  per  capita  cost 211  25 

Movement  of  Populatiox  by  Countiej«. 

Enrolled  Eu  rolled 

Sept.  30,  Admitted.  Discharged.  Sept.  liO, 

1911.  191:i. 

Albany 11  1  0  12 

Allegany 9  1  0  10 

Broome 10  2  2  10 

Cattaraugus 5  1  0  6 

Cayuga 6  0  1  5 

Chautauqua 5  0  0  5 

Chemung 12  0  1  11 

Chenango 2  0  0  2 

Clinton 3  0  0  3 

Columbia 10  4  2  12 

Cortland 1  1  0  2 

Delaware 7  0  1  6 

Dutchess 11  4  1  14 

Erie 57  3  6  54 

Essex 4  0  0  4 

Franklin 1  1  1  1 

Fulton 2  1  0  3 

Genesee 2  0  0  2 

Greene 0  1  0  1 

Hamilton 0  0  0  0 

Herkinu  r 3  1  0  4 

eTefferson 20  0  2  18 
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Kings 

Lewis 

Livingston.  .  . 
Madison.  .  .  . 

Monroe 

Montgomery. 

Xassau 

Ifew  York  . . 
^Niagara.  .  .  . 

Oneida 

Onondaga.  .  . 
Ontario.  .  .  . 

Orange 

Orleans 

Oswego 

Otsego 

Putnam.  .  .  . 

Queens 

Rensselaer.  .  . 
Richmond.  .  . 
Rockland.  .  . 
St.  Lawrence 
Saratoga.  .  .  . 
Schenectady. 
Schoharie.  .  . 
Schuvler.  .  .  . 

Seneca 

Steuben.  .  .  . 

Suffolk 

Sullivan.  .  .  . 

Tioga 

Tompkins.  .  . 

Ulster 

Warren 

Washington.  . 
Wayne 


Enrolled 

Sept.  30, 

1011. 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

Enrolled 

Sept.  30, 

1012. 

23 

5 

6 

22 

2 

1 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

3 

5 

0 

0 

0 

32 

6 

5 

33 

7 

1 

0 

8 

3 

0 

0 

3 

86 

17 

12 

91 

3 

1 

0 

4 

23 

2 

0 

25 

29 

7 

1 

35 

11 

0 

0 

11 

14 

4 

0 

18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

") 

3 

1 

7 

13 

0 

2 

11 

2 

0 

0 

2 

4 

0 

0 

4 

11 

1 

0 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

8 

1 

2 

7 

5 

0 

1 

4 

4 

2 

1 

5 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

1 

0 

11 

3 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

1 

5 

4 

0 

0 

4 

(5 

0 

0 

6 

10 

1 

1 

10 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

2 
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Westchester. 
Wyoming.  . 
Yates 


Enrolled 

Sept.  30, 

1911. 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

Enrolled 

Sept.  no, 

101:;. 

13 

1 

1 

13 

2 

0 

1 

1 

7 

0 

0 

7 

651 

75 

52 

574 
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REPORT  OF  THE  STEWARD. 


Farm  Pboduce. 
Eggs: 

838^^  dozen  eggs 

Meats: 

52%  pounds  chicken 

94  pounds  duck 

5,508  pounds  pork 

Milk : 
158,387  quarts  milk 

Farm  Foods: 

1,800  bushels  beets,  Swede 

20  bushels  carrots 

814  bushels  corn 

165  tons  ensilage 

132  tons  com  fodder 

109  tons  hay 

830  bushels  oats , 

16  tons  oats,  green 

655  6/7  weeks  pasturage 

31  tons  straw 

159  bushels  wheat 

15  tons  wheat,  green , 

Sale  of  farm  products 

Wood,  stove  and  kindling,  19  cords . .  .  . , 


$209  65 

9  50 

16  92 

550  08 


7,127  44 


360 

00 

8 

00 

569 

80 

577 

50 

392 

00 

1,667  00 

373 

50 

48 

00 

346 

86 

310 

00 

159 

00 

45 

00 

666 

71 

57 

00 

$13,494  6S 
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Forward $13,494  68 

Gaeden  Pboduoe 

321  bushels  apples $160  75 

35  bushels  apples,  crab 26  25 

424  pounds  asparagus 33  92 

170  pounds  beans,  lima 5  10 

2,176  pounds  beans,  string 43  52 

131  bushels  beets 69  00 

73  bunches  chives 3  65 

752  quarts  cherries 60  16 

24,406  pounds  cabbage 174  89 

119  bushels  carrots 47  60 

1,036  pounds  cauliflower 10  36 

1,563  pounds  celery 78  15 

801  pounds  cucumber 12  02 

530  pounds  cucumbers,  pickling 15  90 

608  quarts  currants 48  64 

15,894  pounds  corn,  sweet 158  94 

90  pounds  egg  plant 2  70 

200  pounds  grapes 5  00 

1,576  pounds  greens,  beet 39  41 

1,489  pounds  lettuce 148  90 

2,469  pounds  onions,  green 49  38 

43^  bushels  onions,  late 43  50 

59  pounds  parsley 1  60 

3,  252  pounds  parsnips 32  52 

3,890  pounds  peas,  green 58  35 

27  pounds  peppers 135 

21  bushels  pears 21  00 

28  bushels  plums 28  00 

1,390  pounds  pieplant 27  80 

895  bushels  potatoes 822  10 

3  bushels  prunes 3  00 

1/10  ton  pumpkins 50 

565  pounds  radishes 14  15 

670  pounds  Swiss  chard 23  45 

365  quarts  raspberries 29  20 

62  pounds  sage 1  82 
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796  bunches  spinach 

1,733  pounds  squash,  summer 
3,548  pounds  squash,  winter.  . 

119  quarts  strawberries 

10,110  pounds  tomatoes 

3,770  bushels  turnips 

751  pounds  vegetable  oysters.  . 


$27  86 

17 

33 

35 

48 

9 

52 

101 

10 

37 

70 

15 

02 

$16,041 

27 

Repairs  axd  Betterments. 

The  rewiring  of  the  institution,  which  had  dragged  along  for 
nearly  two  years,  made  necessary  the  renovation  of  our  buildings. 
Extensive  painting,  carpentry  and  plastering  repairs  throughout 
the  institution  proceeded  actively  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year.  Steel  ceilings  were  erected,  new  floors  laid,  and  tile  floors 
renovated. 

The  Music  Hall  has  been  fitted  for  a  gymnasium  by  screening 
the  lights  and  windows,  the  removal  of  a  low  stage,  and  the  pur- 
chafjc  of  apparatus.  Two  basement  rooms  in  the  north  wing  have 
been  renovated  for  the  use  of  the  industrial  school. 

Exterior  improvements  included  pointing  up  and  resetting  caps 
on  all  the  chimneys,  and  placing  a  concrete  cap  on  the  boiler  house 
stack,  pointing  up  the  outside  brick  walls  throughout,  gutter  and 
roof  repairs  on  all  the  buildings,  repairs  to  exterior  woodwork 
on  several  buildings,  and  painting  of  roofs,  gutters,  and  fire 
escapes. 

Earlier  in  the  year  a  steel  fire  escape  from  the  south  wing  was 
erected  and  two  new  boilers  replaced  old  ones,  resulting  in  a 
marked  cut  in  our  fuel  bills  in  spite  of  the  hard  winter. 

The  roadways  at  the  institution  have  been  rebuilt  and  a  con- 
crete reservoir  at  Fairmount  constructed 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  shows  unexpended  special  appro- 
priations available  October  1,  1912,  amounting  to  $20,018.54. 
Some  of  the  work  thus  provided  for  is  completed,  awaiting  accept- 
ance; an3  the  rest  is  being  actively  prosecuted. 

Of  the  $4,462.90  appropriated  under  chapter  822,  Laws  of  1911. 
$1,997.04  is  mortgaged  by  a  contract  let  for  an  iron  fence  on  the 

2 


18 

northern  boundary  of  the  institution  grounds,  and  the  balance  is 
reserved  for  a  water  section  and  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Fair- 
mount,  plans  for  which  have  been  requested  from  the  State 
Architect. 

The  status  of  the  work  provided  for  by  chapter  530,  Laws  of 
1912,  $15,550.23,  is  this: 

1.  Electric  wiring,  $2,620.29.  The  work  has  been  com- 
pleted. 

2.  Extraordinary  repairs  and  equipment,  $4,929.94. 
Estimates  have  been  prepared  for  furnishing  the  Superin- 
tendent's house,  and  for  alterations  and  equipment  for  ope- 
rating room,  morgue,  and  dispensary.  A  contract  has  been 
let  for  the  iron  fence.  This  fund  shows  an  unmortgaged 
balance  of  $887.55. 

3.  Electric  Light  Plant,  $8,000.  A  contract  has  been  let 
which,  with  consequent  alterations  to  engine  room,  will  ex- 
haust the  fund. 

Appropriatioxs  K^eeded. 

Maintainance  for  the  year  1913-14 $120,000  00 


During  the  current  year  our  running  expenses  were  $113,- 
134.23.  Increases  in  wages  will  amount  to  $5,000,  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  about  $2,000  will  be  needed  to  meet  increased  cost  of 
•supplies. 

Since  much  still  remains  to  be  done  to  complete  the  renovation 
of  our  buildings,  we  are  asking  for  special  appropriations  suffi- 
cient to  cover  this  work. 

Extraordinary  Repairs  and  Xew  Equipment. 

1.  Completing  the  wiring  of  the  Superintendent's 

residence $550  00 

This  is  the  last  item  of  the  contract  for  re- 
wiring the  institution.  The  old  wiring  system 
has  been  condemne<l,  owing  to  numerous  short 
circuits  and  sparking  boxes. 
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2.  Exterior  painting  of  the  institution $:^,000  00 

The  amount  covers  material  and  labor  for 
those  parts  of  the  buildings  which  cannot  be 
done  by  inmate  labor. 

3.  Steam  piping  and  covering 6,000  00 

In  the  boys'  building  the  pip,iug  was  in- 
stalled many  years  ago,  and  is  in  urgent  need 
of  replacement.  In  the  girls'  building  the  i)ip- 
ing  is  old  and  of  too  small  a  size  properly  to  heat 
the  building.  Throughout  the  institution  the 
piping  system  needs  new  insulation  to  prevent 
great  loss  of  heat.  The  garden  cottage  and 
carpentry  shop  are  at  present  heated  by  two 
separate  units.  It  is  proposed  to  extend  the 
pipe  lines  from  the  boiler  house  to  these  build- 
ings, which  will  result  in  economy  and  lessened 
fire  risk. 

4.  Refrigerating  plant 15,000  00 

5.  Kitchen  equipment 1,000  00 

This  item  includes  steam  kettles,  and  urns 
for  coffee  and  hot  water,  to  supplement  our 
present  equipment  which  is  old  and  defective. 

6.  Concrete  floors,   walks,   and   gutters,   and  tile 

floors 1,800  00 

7.  Fire  equipment 33,000  00 

Includes  fite  escapes,  extinguishers,  hose, 
etc.  A  large  part  of  our  present  equipment  is 
old,  unsafe,  and  was  emphatically  condemned 
by  the  fire  marshal's  office. 

8.  Renovation  of  buildings G,000  00 

Includes  hardwood  floors,  steel  ceilings,  iron 
beds,  and  two  new  bath  rooms,  main  building. 

9.  System  of  doorlocks  for  the  institution 1,000  00 

A  complete  new  system  of  door  locks  is 
needed.  The  present  master-key  system  is  de- 
fective and  unreliable  in  cases  of  emergency. 
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10.  Water-proofing  basements $2,000  00 

11.  Repairs  and  equipment,  Superintendent's  resi- 

dence   1,000  00 

This  amount  is  needed  to  complete  the  fur- 
nishing of  the  residence,  to  install  hardwood 
floors  in  three  rooms,  for  repainting  and  ex- 
tensive repairs  to  woodwork. 

12.  Miscellaneous  equipment  and  repairs 2,200  00 

Includes  a  small  coal  scale  for  the  boiler 
house,  to  check  up  the  work  of  each  fireman; 
self-closing  bibbs  to  prevent  waste  water ;  elec- 
tric irons  and  rewiring  laundry  for  same. 
Also  two  new  pianos  and  much  needed  furnish- 
ings. 

13.  Improvements  at  Fairmount 1,000  00 

To  provide  a  new  silo  and  alterations  to 
quarters  for  young  stock. 

14.  Wire  insect  screens  throughout  the  institution.  3,000  00 

15.  Alterations  and  additions  to  boiler  house  equip- 

ment, including  one  250  H.  P.  boiler,  water 

heater,  and  coal  pit 14,000  00 

Industrial  School  Equipment. 

1.  Equipment  for  establishing  ten  industries $2,500  00 

2.  Equipment  for  laundry # .  .  .  1,000  00 

3.  Power  equipment  for  sewing  rooms 1,000  00 

The  industrial  school  will  be  the  most  im- 
portant element  in  the  education  of  our  chil- 
dren. The  younger  ones  will  begin  with  hand 
training  in  the  manual  arts  and  industries, 
supplemented  by  school  classes,  and  later  will 
be  taught  substantial  and  useful  work.  The 
boys  will  be  trained  in  farming,  carpentry, 
painting,  brush  and  broom  making,  etc. ;  the 
girls  will  be  prepared  to  do  first  class  house- 
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work,  serving,  laundry  work,  etc.  The  appjo- 
I)riation  requested  is  to  provide  a  sewing  room 
equipped  like  a  modern  clothing  factory,  and 
a  laundry  with  the  common  labor  saving  de- 
vices found  in  first  class  steam  laundries. 
There  is  an  immense  amount  of  sewing,  darn- 
ing and  laundry  work  to  be  done  in  an  institu- 
tion of  this  kind,  so  that  if  the  old  methods  are 
to  be  continued  it  will  require  the  services  of 
many  older  girls  who  are  at  present  taking  the 
places  of  children  who  should  be  accommo- 
dated in  this  school. 

Xew  Buildings. 

1.  Bakery  and  equipment $0,500  00 

In  the  present  bakery  there  is  no  proper 
place  for  the  storage  of  flour.  Large  fissures 
in  the  oven  let  the  heat  escape  so  that  the  flour 
is  damaged  before  baking.  .The  present  bread 
racks  and  fittings  are  unsanitary  and  en- 
courage vermin.  If  a  new  bakery  is  built,  the 
old  one  will  be  used  as  a  storeroom  in  place 
of  the  present  unsuitable  basement  rooms. 

2.  Machine,  plumbing  and  tin  i>hoj>s 4,500  00 

Upon  the  installation  of  our  new  generating 
plant,  one  or  two  assistant  engineers  will  be 
employed  so  that,  with  proper  equipment,  it 
should  be  possible  to  do  much  of  our  rei)air 
work  now  done  bv  outside  workmen. 


RECAriTrLATlOX. 

1.  Extraordinary  repairs  and  new  equipment.  ....  $90,550  00 

2.  Industrial  school  equipment 4,500  00 

3.  Xew  buildings 14,000  00 


$100,050  00 
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IIkalth. 

The  health  of  the  institution  has  been  remarkable.  For  the 
second  time  since  1872,  forty  years,  there  has  been  only  one  death 
during  the  year.  With  the  exception  of  ten  mild  cases  of  diph- 
theria there  has  been  no  contagious  disease. 

For  the  first  time  in  several  years  there  was  no  typhoid  among 

the  children.     This  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that  earlv  in  the 

I' 

summer  all  the  children  who  had  not  had  the  disease  were  innoc- 
ulated  with  typhoid  vaccine.  J^o  bad  effects  of  the  injection  were 
noted  in  any  instance. 

During  the  summer  we  wc  re  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  services 
of  Mr.  Rasi,  a  dental  student  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  act  as  assistant  to  our  dentist.  So  marked  was  the  improvement 
of  our  children  under  his  care,  in  general  health  and  appearance, 
that  it  was  decided  to  employ  a  resident  dentist  and  install  a 
complete  dental  equipment. 

jMany  of  our  children  have  defective  sight  and  pathological 
throat  conditions  that  need  skilled  attention.  Two  of  the  fore- 
most specialists  in  the  city  have  volunteered  to  attend  to  this 
work. 

ITOUSEKEKPEK  AND  DlETITIAN. 

It  is  planned  to  coordinate  the  work  of  the  housekeeping  de- 
partment by  appointing  a  housekeeper  who  shall  have  charge  of 
the  distribution  of  provisions  and  household  supplies,  and  shall 
supervise  the  work  of  the  several  kitchens.  Miss  Magdalen 
Reinehr,  a  graduate  of  Pratt  Institute  and  an  experienced  dieti- 
tian, has  accepted  the  position  and  will  begin  her  work  in  October. 

Wages. 

At  a  recent  mei^ting  the  Salary  Classification  Commission  al- 
lowed a  substantial  increase  in  the  wages  of  our  lower  employees. 
Although  this  change  adds  about  $r),000  to  our  yearly  pay  roll,  we 
believe  it  is  wise  to  provide  wages  sufficient  to  attract  high  grade 
people.  In  an  institution  of  thi-;  kind  every  employee  is  a  teacher, 
aiul  those  wlio  are  in  closest  contact  with  the  children  exert  the 
^I'tati'Mt  influence  \ipon  their  characters. 
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The  School. 

The  aim  of  the  school  is  to  develop  each  child  to  the  limit  of 
his  capacity  by  constant  occupation  from  morning  until  night  in 
school  classes,  industrial  and  manual  tasks,  physical  exercise,  and 
play,  changing  often  to  stimulate  an  unflagging  interest  and 
pleasure  in  each.  Emphasis  is  laid  upon  training  in  useful  occu- 
pations so  that,  when  the  child  grows  older,  he  may  contribute  to 
his  support. 

With  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  several  changes  were 
inaugurated.  This  year  we  have  380  children  under  instruction, 
as  compared  with  288  last  year.  To  provide  for  this  increased 
number  it  was  found  necessary  to  add  two  teachers,  making  a 
total  of  eighteen  school  and  industrial  teachers,  with  classes 
averaging  twenty  children. 

The  music  hall  has  been  converted  into  a  gymnasium  where  all 
indoor  games  may  be  utilized  in  developing  strong,  healthy  bodies 
in  our  children. 

A  band  has  been  organized  under  an  experienced  band  master 
who  devotes  his  whole  time  to  the  work.  The  band  gets  a  hold  on 
our  older,  more  troublesome  boys  that  no  other  kind  of  work  can. 
In  addition,  a  few  of  our  brightest  girls  are  receiving  instruction 
on  the  piano  and  may  in  time  be  of  use  to  us  in  the  kindergarten 
and  exercise  classes. 

Regular  kindergarten,  physical,  and  manual  work  has  been 
introduced  in  the  south  wing  and  girls'  building,  among  the  duller 
children.  These  children  are  also  being  trained  in  the  housework 
of  their  own  departments,  making  beds,  polishing  floors,  and  wash- 
ing dishes.  Some  of  them  in  the  girls'  building  have  made  re- 
markable progress  in  the  sewing  room. 

Two  rooms  in  the  basement  of  the  north  wing  have  been  pressed 
into  service  for  our  industrial  department.  Here  is  done  basketry, 
netting,  chair-caning,  and  weaving  of  rag  carpets  and  toweling. 

The  Sloyd  class  is  now  working  five  days  a  week  instead  of 
two  half  days.  Forty  boys  are  engaged  in  making  articles  for 
the  school,  saving  expense  and  adding  zest  to  the  work,  as  the  boys 
like  to  make  useful  things. 
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An  increased  number  of  children  are  working  in  the  tailor  shop 
and  in  the  sewing  and  dressmaking  classes.  Some  of  the  girls 
are  being  taught  to  cut  and  fit  dresses,  as  well  as  to  do  the  mechani- 
cal work.  Machines  for  knitting  mittens  and  caps  have  been 
ordered. 

The  regular  holidays  are  duly  celebrated  and  the  various  build- 
ings are  encouraged  to  get  up  occasional  parties.  In  addition, 
one  evening  a  week  the  teachers  entertain  the  children  by  games, 
music,  etc.  A  piano  placed  in  the  boys'  building  has  proved  a 
great  success. 

Every  Sunday  the  children  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  one 
of  the  leading  clergymen  of  the  city.  The  Catholic  children 
attend  a  morning  service  in  a  nearby  church,  and  the  Jewish 
children  are  instructed  by  the  Eabbi  who  conducts  a  service  once 
a  month. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  our  records.  A  systematic 
lesiing  of  our  children  by  the  Binet  system  has  been  begun,  and 
Dr.  Eichmond  is  engaged  in  a  physical  examination  of  all  the 
children.  A  photograph,  examples  of  progress  in  school,  and  all 
available  data  concerning  the  family  history  will  be  filed  for  each 
child. 

Among  the  records  of  the  institution  is  a  wealth  of  material 
which  we  shall  some  day  utilize  by  the  employment  of  a  field 
worker.  It  is  hoped  that  as  time  goes  on  the  institution  may  be 
of  increasing  service  to  the  physician,  the  social  worker,  the  teacher 
of  ungraded  classes  in  the  public  schools,  and  others  interested 
in  the  great  problem  of  the  mentally  defective. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  cordial 
cooperation  received  from  my  fellow  workers  in  the  institution, 
during  the  trying  period  that  always  follows  a  change  in  admin- 
istration. 

To  you,  the  Board  of  Managers,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  my 
gratitude  for  your  constant  and  unanimous  support. 

O.  H.  COBB. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  SYRACUSE  STATE  INSTITUTION 
FOR  FEEBLE-MINDED  CHILDREN. 


(Eevised  November  13,  1912.) 

ARTICLE  I. 

The  Managers. 

The  managers  shall  have  the  general  direction  and  control  of 
all  the  property  and  concerns  of  the  institution,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  by  law,  and  shall  take  charge  of  its  general  interests, 
maintain  an  effective  inspection  of  the  affairs  and  management 
of  the  institution.  They  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  their 
effect,  and  everything  done  faithfully  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Legislature,  and  the  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  institution,  and  see  that  its  general  designs  be  carried  into 
services,  but  shall  be  allowed  their  actual  and  reasonable  traveli^ig 
and  other  expenses,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the  rendering 
of  their  accounts. 

ARTICLE  11. 

Meetings  of  the  Board. 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  board  shall  be  held  monthly  at  the 
institution,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month,  at  2  o'clock 
p.  M. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Elections. 

At  the  meeting  in  October  every  year,  the  officers  of  the  board, 
who  shall  be  a  president,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  an  executive 
committee  consisting  of  three  of  the  managers,  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballot. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Order  of  Business. 

At  the  regular  meetings  of  the  board,  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows: 
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buildings,  grounds  and  farm,  together  with  their  furniture,   fix- 
tures and  stock,  and  the  direction  and  control  of  all  persons  em- 
ployed in  and  about  the  same,  subject  to  the  laws  and  regulations 
established  by  the  managers.     He  shall  have  the  appointment  of 
his  coresident  officers,  with  power  to  assign  them  their  resi>ective 
duties,  subject  to  the  by-laws.     He  shall  employ,  subject  to  the 
supervision  of  the  board  of  managers,  such  teachers,  attendants, 
and  assistants  as  he  may  think  proper  and  necessary    for   the 
economical  and  efficient  carrying  into  effect  of  the  design  of  the 
institution,  prescribe   their  several  duties  and  places,   and   may 
discharge  any  of  them.     He  shall  also  from  time  to  time  give  such 
orders  and  instructions  as  he  may  judge  best  calculated  to  induce 
good  conduct,  fidelity  and  economy  in  any  department  of  labor 
and  expense,  and  he  is  authorized  and  enjoined  to  maintain  salu- 
tary discipline  among  all  who  are  employed  by  the  institution, 
and  to  enforce  strict  compliance  with  such  instructions  and  uni- 
form obedience  to  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institution. 
He  shall  further  cause  full  records  of  the  entire  business   and 
operations  of  the  institution,  together  with  the  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  the  pupils,  to  be  kept  regularly  in  books  provided  for  the 
purpose;  and  he  shall  see  that  all  such  accounts  and  records  shall 
be  fully  made  up  the  first  days  of  April  and  October  in  each  year, 
and  that  the  principal  facts  and  results,  with  his  report  thereon, 
be  presented  to  the  board  at  its  semi-annual  meetings.     The  exer- 
cise of  the  foregoing  powers  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  <*{  the 
managers,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided. 

He  shall  conduct  the  official  correspondence  of  the  institution; 
jihall,  at  the  time  of  the  admission  of  any  pupil  into  the  institu- 
tion, enter  in  a  book,  to  be  i)rovided  and  kept  for  that  purpose,  a 
minute  with  date  of  the  name  and  residence  of  the  pupil,  and  of 
the  person  or  persons  upon  whose  application  he  is  received.  He 
shall  file  and  carefully  preserve  the  application,  commitment,  and 
all  other  papers  accompanying  such  pupil.  He  may  make  ar- 
rangements, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  managers,  for  tlio  sup- 
port, maintenance  and  clothing  of  pupils  admitted  to  the  institu- 
tion and  should,  immediately  on  the  reception  of  any  State  i)upil, 
give  notice  thereof  to  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the 
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county  from  which  the  pupil  was  sent.  He  shall  also  give  notice 
of  the  discharge  of  a  pupil  by  the  managers,  to  the  person  and  in 
the  mode  prescribed  by  law ;  and  shall  see  to  the  removal  and  de- 
livery of  such  discharged  pupil  to  the  proper  county  and  officer. 

He  shall  be  accountable  for  the  careful  keeping  and  economical 
use  of  all  furniture,  stores  and  other  articles  provided  for  the 
institution,  and  prepare  and  present  to  the  board  at  its  annual 
meeting  a  true  and  perfect  inventory  of  all  the  personal  property 
and  eifects  belonging  to  the  institution. 

ARTICLE  X. 
Reception  of  Pupils. 

The  design  and  objects  of  the  institution,  as  established  by  the 
action  of  the  Legislature,  are  not  of  a  custodial  character,  but  to 
furnish  the  means  of  education  to  that  portion  of  the  youth  of 
the  State  not  provided  for  in  any  of  its  other  educational  institu- 
tions. Those  only,  therefore,  will  be  received  into  the  institu- 
tion who  are  of  a  proper  school-attending  age,  and  for  such  periods 
of  time  as  shall,  in  the  estimation  of  the  board  of  managers,  suffice 
to  impart  all  the  education  practicable  in  each  particular  case, 
and  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  hereinafter  specified. 

Children  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen,  who  are  feeble- 
minded, or  so  deficient  in  intelligence  as  to  be  incapable  of  being 
educated  at  any  ordinary  school,  and  who  are  not  epileptic,  para- 
lyzed, helpless,  insane,  or  greatly  deformed,  may  be  admitted  by 
the  superintendent,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  executive 
committee.  Applications  in  behalf  of  others  shall  be  referred 
to  the  action  of  the  board  of  managers. 

The  parents  or  next  friends  of  those  in  whose  behalf  applications 
are  made  for  admission  as  pupils  shall  make  answers  in  writing 
to  such  questions  as  the  superintendent  and  committee  shall  pre- 
scribe. They  shall,  moreover,  if  of  sufficient  ability,  engage  to 
pay  such  reasonable  sum  for  the  education  and  support  of  the 
pupils,  and  to  furnish  them  with  such  proper  clothing  while  in 
the  institution,  as  shall  be  stipulated  by  the  superintendent,  and 
thev  shall  in  all  cases  be  bound  to  receive  them  back,  when  re- 
quired,  free  of  expense  to  the  institution. 
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The  State  pupils  will  be  expected  to  come  to  the  iustitution 
provided  with  a  supply  of  neat  and  substantial  clothing  for  the 
first  six  months,  after  which  period  the  clothing  will  be  furnished 
by  the  institution,  at  the  expense  of  the  respective  counties  of 
which  they  are  residents. 

All  pupils  will  be  received  upon  trial  for  one  month,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  a  report  upon  the  case  will  be  made  to  the  parents 
or  parties  sending  them,  if  requested. 

All  admissions  to  this  institution  shall  be  through  commitment 
from  the  several  counties  of  the  State  by  the  county  superintend- 
ents of  the  poor  of  such  counties,  or  other  officer  acting  in  that 
capacity,  and  from  the  city  of  New  York  by  the  commissioner 
of  public  charities  of  such  city,  or  his  deputy  designated  for  that 
purpose.  In  the  admission  of  such  pupils  the  several  counties 
and  the  city  of  New  York  shall,  so  far  as  practicable,  be  entitled 
annually  to  the  admission  of  pupils  to  this  institution  in  the  ratio 
which  the  population  of  such  counties  and  the  city  of  New  York, 
respectively,  bears  to  the  population  of  the  State,  as  ascertained  by 
the  last  official  census.     (Chapter  843,  section  52,  Laws  of  1911.) 

ARTICLE  XL 
Plan  of  Instruction. 

The  education  furnished  by  the  institution  will  include  not  only 
the  simpler  elements  of  instruction  usually  taught  in  common 
schools,  where  that  is  practicable,  but  will  embrace  a  course  of 
training  in  the  more  practical  matters  of  every  day  life,  the  culti- 
vation of  habits  of  decency,  propriety,  self-control,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  a  capacity  for  useful  occupation. 

There  shall  be  a  vacation  during  the  months  of  July  and  August, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  board,  at  which  period  all  pupils 
must  be  removed  from  the  institution  by  the  parents  or  guardians, 
if  required  by  the  superintendent. 

ARTICLE  XIL 

DisciiAROE  OF  Pupils. 

When  the  managers  shall  direct  a  State  pupil  to  be  discharged 
from  the  institution,  the  superintendent  thereof  may  return  him 
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to  the  county  from  which  he  was  sent,  and  the  superintendent  of 
the  poor  of  the  county  shall  audit  and  pay  the  actual  and  reason- 
able expenses  of  such  return.  If  any  town,  county  or  person  is 
legally  liable  for  the  support  of  such  pupil,  such  expenses  may  be 
recovered  by  action  in  the  name  of  the  county  by  such  superin- 
tendent of  the  poor.  If  the  superintendent  of  the  poor  neglect 
or  refuse  to  pay  such  expenses  on  demand,  the  treasurer  of  the 
institution  may  pay  the  same  and  charge  the  amount  to  the  county 
and  the  treasurer  of  the  county  shall  pay  the  same  with  interest 
after  thirty  days,  out  of  any  funds  in  his  hands  not  otherwise 
appropriated ;  and  the  supervisors  shall  raise  the  amount  so  paid 
as  other  county  charges.  (Chapter  449,  section  69,  Laws  of  1910.) 
By-laws  can  only  be  altered  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board  by 
a  majority  of  the  whole  board. 
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State  of  New  York 


Xo.  18. 


IN  ASSEMBLY 


February  2,  1914. 


Sixty-third  Annual  Report  of   the   Sjrracuse   State 
Institution  for  Feeble-minded  Children. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  the  sixty-third  annual  report  of  the 

^Managers   of  the    Syracuse   State   Institution   for   Feeble-Minded 

Children,  including  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Superintendent 

which  have  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Managers  and  adopted 

bv  them. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

E.  S.  VAN  DUYN, 

Presideyit, 
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SIXTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MANAGERS  OF 
THE  SYRACUSE  STATE  INSTITUTION  FOR  FEEBLE- 
MINDED  CHILDREN. 


To  the  Honorable  J  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

As  required  by  the  law  establishing  this  institution,  the  under- 
signed managers  submit  herewith  their  sixty-third  annual  report: 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  steady  progress  in  the  affairs 
of  the  institution.  Features  of  the  year's  activities  have  been  the 
expansion  of  the  school  to  include  more  children  under  instruction, 
new  industrial  work,  the  reorganization  of  several  departments  of 
administration,  and  a  general  improvement  of  the  plant. 

The  board  is  fortunate  in  having  to  report  no  changes  in  its 
membership,  as  Mr.  Bowen  was  reappointed  by  the  Governor. 
Among  the  officers  and  employees  greater  interest  in  the  work  is 
manifest,  owing  partly  to  the  promotion  of  yoimger  people  to  fill 
vacancies  and  partly  to  an  increase  in  wages  for  many  of  the  lower 
positions.  In  some  of  the  supervisory  positions,  however,  the 
salaries  are  still  far  from  commensurate  with  the  ability  and  exacting 
duties  required.  In  the  interest  of  economy  alone  the  institution 
should  pay  salaries  sufficient  to  attract  and  hold  competent  officers. 

The  resident  officers  have  made  special  efforts  to  promote  cordial 
feeling  between  the  institution  and  its  visitors.  Parents  who  have 
brought  their  children,  filled  with  misgivings  and  grief  at  the  separa- 
tion, have  seen  the  boys  and  girls  at  work,  in  school,  and  at  play 
and  have  departed  feeling  that  it  was  a  special  privilege  to  have  the 
advantage  of  such  a  training  school.  In  spite  of  any  law  that  may 
be  passed,  permanent  segregation  of  the  feeble-minded  will  never 
be  possible  until  the  friends  of  the  children  are  shown  that  the  modern 
institution,  with  its  friendly  officers  and  employees,  its  school, 
music,  dancing,  games,  and  moving  pictures,  is  the  best  place  for 
their  children.  The  feeble-minded  child  outside  the  institution  is 
teased  and  abused  by  his  associates  and  misunderstood  by  his 
superiors;  inside,  he  lives  a  busy,  happy  life  among  his  equals. 

Feeble-mindedness  is  the  social  plague.  In  the  past,  those  in- 
terested in  social  problems  have  dealt  separately  with  the  symp- 
toms of  the  disease.    Institutions  have  been  established  and  programs 
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worked  out  for  dealing  with  the  pauper,  the  prostitute,  the  criminal, 
the  juvenile  delinquent,  the  alcoholic,  and  the  tramp.  We  now 
know  that  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  per  cent  of  those  composing  the 
anti-social  classes  are  feeble-minded.  We  have  learned  from  experi- 
ence that  we  cannot  reform  the  affectionate,  attractive  young  woman 
who  with  the  mind  of  a  child  of  eight  or  ten  could  not,  even  if  she 
would,  earn  an  honest  living;  or  cure  by  years  of  prison  discipline 
the  simple-minded  criminal,  a  life-long  irresponsible  boy.  In 
treating  the  symptoms  we  are  simply  beating  the  air,  and  little 
progress  can  be  made  until  the  underlying  cause  is  removed. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  from  twenty  to  thirty  thousand 
feeble-minded  in  the  State  of  New  York.  As  the  average  feeble- 
minded woman  bears  twice  as  many  children  as  the  normal 
woman,  part  of  whom  at  least  are  feeble-minded,  it  is  evident  that 
means  must  be  taken  without  delay  to  deal  comprehensively  with 
the  problem.  The  present  institutions  of  the  State,  which  accom- 
modate about  four  thousand,  cannot  meet  the  demand  made  upon 
them  for  admissions.  The  Syracuse  State  Institution  is  taxed 
to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  constant  pressure  is  being  made  by 
the  authorities  in  all  parts  of  the  State  for  the  admission  of  more 
children. 

To  cope  with  this  situation  the  State  Board  of  Charities  has 
adopted  a  comprehensive  program  for  the  segregation  of  the  feeble- 
minded by  the  issue  of  State  bonds  for  the  enlargement  of  each  of 
the  existing  State  institutions. 

Since  the  mental  defective  must  usually  be  supported  by  charity, 
either  public  or  private,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  actual  money 
cost  of  maintenance  upon  large  institutional  farm  colonies  will 
greatly  exceed  the  present  cost  to  the  community,  inasmuch  as  the 
expenditures  required  for  the  prisons,  reformatories,  courts,  and 
other  correctional  machinery  will  be  greatly  lessened.  However, 
be  the  cost  increased  or  decreased,  further  provision  must  soon  be 
made  to  relieve  the  pressure  upon  all  the  existing  institutions  for 
the  feeble-minded  and  to  segregate  individuals  who  are  a  menace 
to  the  community. 

ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE,  Sec, 

R.  S.  BOWEN, 

WILLIAM  A.  KELLY, 

E.  S.  VAN  DUYN, 

W.  W.  CHENEY, 

W.  W.  WIARD, 

JOHN  CRIMES. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

I  hereby  submit  to  you  a  complete  statement  of  the  financial 
condition  of  your  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September 
30,  1913: 

Resources  for  the  Year. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1912 $644  56 

State  Appropriation  for  Fiscal  Year: 

Chapter  546,  Laws  of  1912 90,021  21 

Chapter  547,  Laws  of  1912 19,500  00 

Chapter  791,  Laws  of  1913 7,850  00 

Received  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils 10,354  31 

Receipts    from    pay    cases,    board,    instruction    and 

clothing 1 ,618  21 

From  sale  of  farm  products 207  52 

From  sale  of  productions  of  shop 95  25 

From  sale  of  old  material 164  57 

Miscellaneous 119  89 

Total $130,575  52 

Disbursements 

1.  Officers  and  employees $47,909  99 

3.  Expenses  of  managers 325  24 

4.  Provisions 21 ,378  68 

5.  Household  stores 6,283  60 

6.  Clothing 5,337  94 

7.  Fuel  and  light 11 ,742  83 

8.  Hospital  and  medical  supplies 635  50 

9.  Shop,  farm  and  garden  supplies 9,836  29 

10.  Ordinary  repairs 3,865  20 

11.  Transportation  of  inmates 9  74 

12.  Miscellaneous 5,363  13 

Total  expenses  for  the  fiscal  year $112,688  20 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1913 5,327  57 

Amount  forwarded  to  Comptroller  and  not  returned.  .       12,559  75 

Total $130,575  52 
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Assets. 

Cash  on  hand  October  1,  1913 $5,327  57 

Due  from  counties 911  12 

Due  from  pay  cases 30  00 

Due  from  unexpended  appropriations 8,702  97 

Total $14,971  66 


Schedule  of  Special  Appropriations 

Balance  Appro-                                 Balance 

Oct.  1,  priated        Expended        Sept.  30, 

1912.  1913.             1913.              1913. 
ChapUr  530,  Laws  of  1912: 

Electric  wiring $77  29     $77  29 

Extraordinan'   repairs   and   equip- 
ment        4,929  94     $4,425  74  504  20 

Electric  light  plant 8,000  00     7,967  94  32  06 

Chapter  547,  Laws  0/  1912: 

Repairs  and  equipment 5  41     3  00  2  41 

Chapter  790,  Laws  of  1913: 

Extraordinary  repairs $5,000  00          336  85      4,663  15 

Laundry  equipment 1,000  00       1,000  00     ....*..... 

Kitchen  equipment 1 ,000  00            42  00          958  00 

Chapter  791 ,  Laws  of  1913 : 

Repairs  and  equipment re.4,462  90        1,097  04      2,465  86 


$8,702  97 


O.  H.  COOK, 

Treasurer, 


s 
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REPORT  OF  THE   SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  the  condition  of  your  institution 
for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1913 : 

Admissions  and  Discharges. 

During  the  year  there  were  250  applications  for  admission, 
sixty-seven  more  than  last  year.  One  hundred  and  nineteen  appli- 
cations were  rejected,  86  filed  for  acceptance,  and  50  children  were 
admitted.  Of  the  50  admitted  one  was  readmitted  and  the  appli- 
cations of  four  others  were  on  file  previous  to  October  1,  1912.  Of 
those  rejected  67  were  too  low  grade,  14  were  over  age,  6  imder  age, 
12  epileptic,  14  paralyzed,  3  blind,  2  deaf,  and  1  was  thought  to  be 
insane  rather  than  feeble-minded. 

There  were  51  discharges;  17  were  taken  home  by  their  relatives 
and  not  returned,  1  was  transferred  to  Craig  Colony,  9  to  the  Newark 
State  Custodial  Asylum,  1  to  the  Rome  State  Custodial  Asylum,  1 
to  a  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  3  eloped  and  did  not  return,  15 
were  sent  back  to  their  respective  counties,  and  4  died. 

With  the  growth  of  popular  knowledge  concerning  the  problem  of 
the  feeble-minded  and  the  desirability  of  segregating  this  class, 
there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for 
admission  and  the  institution  is  unable  to  accommodate  iiianv  who 
should  be  here. 

Enrolment. 

Boys.  Girl?.  Total 

■ 

Present  at  beginning  of  the  year 274  282  556 

Absent  on  vacation 11  7  18 

Since  admitted 27  22  49 

Readmitted 1  0  1 

Total  for  the  year 313  311  624 

Discharged 25  22  47 

Died 2  2  4 

Present  at  close  of  year 265  280  545 

Absent  on  vacation 20  8  28 

Total  on  the  rolls 285  288  573 

Average  daily  attendance 271  279  550 
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Movement 

OF  Population  by  ( 

;!ouNi 

lES. 

Enrolled 
Oct.  1,  1912. 

Admitted.  Discharged. 

Enrolled 
Oct.  1.  1913. 

Quota. 

Albany 

Allegany 

Broome 

12 
10 
10 

1 

0 
0 

0 

1 

0 

13 

9 

10 

11 

2 
5 

Cattaraugus 

Ca>Tiga 

Chautauqua 

Chemung 

Chenango 

Clinton 

6 
5 
5 
11 
2 
3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

6 
6 
5 
12 
2 
3 

4 
4 
6 
3 
2 
3 

Columbia 

12 

2 

0 

14 

3 

Cortland 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Delaware 

6 

1 

0 

7 

3 

Dutchess 

14 

0 

1 

13 

5 

Erie 

54 

1 

4 

51 

32 

Essex 

4 

1 

0 

5 

2 

Franklin 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Fulton 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

Genesee 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Greene 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Hamilton 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Herkimer 

4 

0 

1 

3 

3 

Jefferson 

18 

0 

0 

18 

5 

Kings 

Lewis 

22 
3 

1 
1 

6 
0 

17 
4 

100 
1 

Livingston 

Madison 

3 
6 

0 
0 

0 
0 

3 
5 

2 
2 

Monroe 

33 

2 

3 

32 

17 

Montgomery 

Nassau 

8 
3 

0 
0 

2 
0 

6 
3 

4 
5 

New  York 

91 

4 

25 

22 
0 
1 

12 
0 
3 

101 

4 

23 

168 

Niagara 

Oneida 

5 
9 

Onondaga 

Ontario 

35 
11 

0 
0 

3 
1 

32 
10 

12 
3 

Orange 

Orleans 

18 
0 

2 
0 

2 
0 

18 
0 

7 
2 

Oswego 

Otsego 

Putnam 

7 

11 

2 

0 
0 
0 

0 
1 
0 

7 

10 

2 

4 
3 
1 
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Movement  of  Population  by  Counties — Concluded. 


Queens 

Rensselaer .  . 
Richmond.  .  . 
Rockland. . . 
St.  Lawrence 

Saratoga 

Schenectady . 
Schoharie. . . 

Schuyler 

Seneca 

Steuben 

Suffolk 

Sullivan 

Tioga 

Tompkins... 

Ulster 

Warren 

Washington. . 

Wayne 

Westchester. 
Wyoming. . . . 
Yates 


Enrolled 
Oct.  1.  1912. 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

Enrolled 
Oct.  I,  1913. 

Quota. 

4 

0 

0 

4 

17 

12 

0 

1 

11 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

4 

1 

0 

5 

3 

7 

2 

3 

6 

5 

4 

0 

0 

4 

4 

5 

1 

0 

6 

5 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

2 

2 

11 

0 

0 

11 

5 

3 

0 

0 

3 

6 

5 

2 

0 

7 

2 

4 

0 

1 

3 

2 

6 

0 

0 

6 

2 

10 

1 

1 

10 

5 

2 

1 

0 

3 

2 

3 

0 

0 

3 

3 

2 

0 

0 

2 

3 

13 

0 

1 

12 

17 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

0 

0 

7 

1 

574 

50 

51 

573 

550 
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Comparative  per  Capitas  1912-1913. 

1912.  1913. 

Officers  and  employees $83. 176  $87,010 

Expenses  of  managers  and  officers .535  .590 

Provisions 51.850  38.826 

Household  stores 7.420  11.411 

Clothing 9.903  9.694 

Fuel  and  light 25.212  21 .326 

Hospital  and  medical 1 .847  1 .  154 

Farm,  garden  and  shops 15 .  201  17 .  864 

Ordinary  repairs 9.497  7.019 

Transportation  of  inmates .087  .017 

Miscellaneous 6.521  9.740 

Yearly  per  capita  cost $211 .249  $204,651 

Weekly  per  capita  cost 4.06  3.94 


The  increases  are  chargeable  to  the  provision  of  adequate  wages 
for  the  lower  positions,  and  to  repairs  and  improved  equipment  of 
the  plant. 

Our  new  generating  plant  without  increasing  the  cost  of  coal  has 
effected  a  net  decrease  of  $1,759.59  under  fuel  and  light.  Under 
provisions,  in  vspite  of  a  larger  number  of  inmates  and  a  marked 
increase  in  the  cost  of  supplies,  there  was  a  saving  of  $6,389.46. 
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Report  op  the  Steward. 


Field  Crops. 
Hay,  Grain,  Straw. 

860  bushels  com,  ear $602  00 

1  ton  hay,  Timothy 18  00 

112  tons  hay,  mixed 1,568  00 

51  tons  hay,  alfalfa 867  00 

4!)a  l»u-;hels  oats 294  00 

14  tons  straw,  oat 140  00 

6  tons  straw,  wheat 60  00 

109.5  bushels  wheat 109  50 

Fodder. 

15  tons  com  fodder,  dry 37  50 

10  tons  com  fodder,  green 35  00 

160  tons  com  silage 560  00 

1,225  bushels  Mangel  Wurtzel 306  25 

Value  of  field  crops $4 ,597  25 

Potato  ES- 

799  bushels  potatoes '. 559  30 

Garden  Products, 

575  pounds  asparagus S46  00 

544  pounds  beans,  string ...  10  88 

155  pounds  beans,  Lima 6  20 

183  bushels  beets 91  50 

94  pounds  beet  greens 2  35 

llj  bushels  Bmssels  sprouts 8  38 

130.85  cwt.  cabbage 78  51 

150  bushels  carrots 60  00 

12.94  cwt.  cauliflower 12  94 

1,179  pounds  celery,  heads 58  95 

810.5  pounds  chard,  Swiss 28  37 

400  pounds  citron 20  00 

88.5  cwt.  com,  sweet 88  50 

215  pounds  cucumbers,  pickling ...  6  45 
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278  pounds  egg  plant $8  34 

797  pounds  lettuce 79  70 

98.75  bushels  onions 98  75 

1,300  pounds  onions,  green 26  00 

532  pounds  oyster  plant 10  64 

21 . 5  pounds  parsley 65 

4,097.5  pounds  parsnips 40  98 

320  pounds  peas,  green 4  80 

37  pounds  peppers Ill 

60  pounds  pumpkin 15 

312.5  pounds  radish 7  81 

600  pounds  rhubarb 12  00 

3.5  pounds  sage 18 

5.92  cwt.  squash,  summer 5  92 

34.305  cwt.  squash,  winter 34  31 

9,250  pounds  tomatoes 138  75 

7,130  pounds  turnips 71  30 

Value  garden  products 1 ,060  42 

Fruit  Products. 

100  bushels  apples,  eating $75  00        » 

137  bushels  apples,  cider 34  25 

232  bushels  apples,  crab 174  00 

1,600  quarts  cherries- 128  00 

464  quarts  currants 37  12 

60  pounds  grapes 1  50 

1  bushel  peaches 2  00 

165.25  bushels  pears 165  25 

48.5  bushels  plums 48  50 

7.5  bushels  prunes 7  50 

.5  bushels  quinces 50 

96  quarts  gooseberries 7  68 

22  quarts  raspberries,  black 1  76 

10  quarts  raspberries,  red 80 

160  quarts  strawberries 12  80 

Value  fruit  products 696  66 

Milk. 
157,702.5  quarts  milk 7,096  61 


i  •. 
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Meats. 

2,013  pounds  beef S150  98 

4,287  pounds  pork 428  70 

423.5  pounds  veal 46  59 

Value  meat  products $626  27 

Poultry. 

544.75  pounds  chickens $87  16 

188  pounds  duck 33  84 

l,113f  dozen  eggs 278  42 

Value  poultry  products 399  42 

Summary. 

Field  crops $4,597  25 

Potatoes 559  30 

Garden  products 1 ,  060  42 

Fruit  products 696  66 

Milk 7,096  61 

Meats 626  27 

Poultry 399  42 


Repairs  and  Betterments. 

During  the  year  important  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
engineer's  department.  Two  direct  current  units  of  35  and  75  kw. 
capacity,  in  operation  since  December,  furnish  reliable  light  and 
power  at  a  very  low  cost.  Two  new  water  heaters,  one  for  feed 
water  and  one  for  the  institution  supply,  were  installed  to  operate 
on  exhaust  steam.  Other  items  are  a  new  concrete  floor  and  fin- 
ished walls  in  the  engine-room.  In  the  laundry  a  tumbler  and  a 
steel  section  dryer  on  the  ground  floor  have  replaced  the  old  wooden 
dry-room,  thereby  making  possible  economy  in  labor  and  the  use 
of  a  large  room  for  industrial  purposes.  New  motors  for  the  wash 
room  machinery  and  the  mangle  have  been  installed,  and  the  engi- 
neer, with  his  assistant,  has  equipped  the  ironing-room  with  electric 
irons  and  improved  fixtures. 

A  small  but  very  complete  operating-room  equipment  was  pro- 
vided for  the  hospital,  and  the  dispensary  improved  by  tile  floor, 
prism  glass  windows,  new  steel  furniture,  and  all  the  necessary 
apparatus  for  the  resident  dentist. 
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The  reorganization  of  the  housekeeping  department  required  the 
fitting  up  of  several  storerooms,  the  enlargement  and  redecoration 
of  the  officers'  dining-rooms,  and  the  installation  of  new  equipment 
including  coffee  urns,  vegetable  parer,  steam  table,  and  steam 
cooking  apparatus. 

Besides  the  items  mentioned  above  there  has  been  a  mas3  of 
miscellaneous  repair  work  and  minor  new  construction  to  provide 
for  the  needs  of  the  school  and  other  departments,  and  to  maintain 
and  improve  the  condition  of  the  plant. 

Improvements  to  the  grounds  include  the  construction  of  an  iron 
fence  along  the  north  and  west  boundary  line  and  the  laying  of 
concrete  walks,  gutters  and  steps.  At  Fairmount  a  new  silo  was 
erected,  several  colony  houses  for  hogs  constructed,  and  the  poultry 
plant  remodeled. 

Appropriations  Requested  for  1914-1915. 
Maintenance $119,000 


Appropriation  1913-14,  $119,050. 

Special  Appropriations 

1.  Improvements  to  heating  system $12,000 

250-h.  p.  boiler  with  blower,  to  supplement 

madequate  equipment $6,000 

Steam  piping  and  covering,  boys'  building, 

girls'  building  and  garden  cottage 0,000 

(Complete  renovation  is  needed.) 

2.  Extraordinary  repairs  and  equipment 18,000 

Iron  fence,  1,700  feet,  at  $2,  to  complete 

fencing  boundary'  line 3,400 

New  furniture  and  equipment 3 ,800 

Lamidry  equipment 1 ,000 

Waterproofing  basements 2,000 

Tile  floors,  cement  walks  and  gutters 1 ,800 

Wire  fly  screens,  institution  and  Fairmount  3,000 

10(pupment  for  machine  and  other  shops.  .  2,000 

Improvements  at  Fairmount 1 ,000 

ii.  V'uv  equipment,  to  carry  out  Fire  MarshaFs  recom- 

nuMulutioiis 33,000 
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New  Buildings. 

1.  Service  building  and  equipment $50,000 

To  accommodate  a  central  kitchen,  general  store- 
room, a  refrigeration  plant,  including  storeroom  for 
butter,  cheese  and  eggs,  meat  shop,  vegetable  cellar 
and  bakery. 

The  concentration  of  these  units  in  one  building 
will  eliminate  waste  in  labor  and  supplies,  and  make 
possible  a  more  businesslike  system  in  the  commis- 
sar>''  department. 

The  present  bakery  is  old  and  poorly  suited  to  its 
work,  and  the  ice-house  has  been  condemned. 

2.  School  building  and  equipment 30,000 

The  school  is  at  present  using  several  unhygienic 
basement  rooms  for  industrial  work,  and  many 
schoolrooms  are  poorly  lighted  and  ventilated. 

3.  Staff  house  and  furnishings 30 ,000 


Administrative  . 

Under  a  competent,  scientifically  trained  and  conscientious  officer 
the  housekeeping  department  has  been  completely  reorganized. 
The  work  of  the  various  kitchens,  dining-rooms,  bakery,  and  meat 
house  has  been  coordinated,  waste  eliminated,  and  the  employees  in 
the  department  brought  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency.  The  intro- 
duction of  a  generous,  well-prepared  and  balanced  dietary  has  not 
only  added  greatly  to  the  comfort,  and  well-being  of  the  children 

0 

and  employees,  and  markedly  decreased  the  number  of  hospital 
cases,  but  has  also  brought  about  a  direct  saving  of  over  six  thousand 
dollars.  The  salary  of  $480  per  year  paid  the  housekeeper  is  not 
sufficient  to  continue  indefinitely  this  grade  of  work. 

In  the  steward's  department  better  systems  for  handling  supplies 
have  been  introduced  to  reduce  wastage.  Under  a  new  series  of 
repair  and  job  slips  the  time  of  the  various  mechanics  has  been  so 
systematized  that  the  amount  of  work  done  has  greatly  increased. 
The  installation  of  kitchen,  laundry  and  toilet  equipment  and 
the  laying  of  a  large  amount  of  flooring,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  repairs,  have  made  it  desirable  to  employ  a  steam- 
fitter  and  an  extra  carpenter.     In  accordance  with  the  law  passed 
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at  the  recent  Legislature,  an  eight-hour  shift  has  been  substituted 
in  the  engine-room  for  the  former  one  of  twelve  hours. 

Employees. 

It  has  been  the  policy  to  promote  capable  employees  wherever 
possible,  and  during  the  year  the  positions  of  steward,  matron, 
bookkeeper,  and  others  of  less  importance  have  been  filled  in  this  way. 

Within  a  year  the  wages  of  practically  all  the  lower  positions  have 
been  raised  to  a  level  approximating  that  paid  in  other  departments 
of  the  State  service  for  the  same  kind  of  work.  As  a  result,  the 
employees  have  taken  a  new  interest  in  the  work  and  a  high  grade 
of  people  has  been  attracted  to  the  service. 

In  the  matter  of  living  accommodations  for  our  employees  much 
remains  to  be  done.  Because  of  the  peculiar  strain  on  the  vitality 
caused  by  continued  contact  with  feeble-minded  children  it  is  not 
well  to  require  an  attendant  to  spend  her  hours  of  rest  and  sleep  in 
a  corner  of  the  dormitory  merely  screened  off  from  the  children. 
Unless  definite  action  is  taken  by  the  coming  Legislature  to  provide 
for  the  relocation  of  the  institution,  a  new  staflfhouse  should  be 
erected  to  give  suitable  quarters  for  the  resident  officers  outside  the 
institution  building,  so  that  the  attendants  may  have  the  rooms 
now  occupied  by  the  officers  and  teachers. 

Health. 

The  health  of  the  children  has  continued  excellent.  Although 
measles  twice  appeared  it  was  stopped  in  each  instance  with  the 
first  case.  In  July  the  children  who  had  not  been  innoculated  last 
summer  were  given  small  doses  of  typhoid  vaccine.  A  single  case 
of  typhoid  occurred  in  a  child  who  was  innoculated  a  year  ago. 
She  was  in  bed  five  days  with  fever,  characteristic  stools,  and  a 
Widal  reaction. 

The  attending  ophthalmologist  has  given  careful  attention  to  a 
considerable  number  of  children  who  had  diseases  of  the  eye  and 
defective  vision. 

We  have  continued, .  with  slight  interruption,  the  services  of  a 
resident  dentist,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
during  the  summer  months  was  assisted  by  a  third-year  student. 
The  mouths  of  all  our  children  have  been  put  in  good,  hygienic 
condition,  with  marked  improvement  in  their  physical  condition. 
The  toxins  continuously  generated  in  a  neglected  mouth  not  only 
exert  a  baneful  effect  on  the  general  health  of  a  child  but  favor  the 
development  of  many  acute  forms  of  disease. 
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Hospital  Record  of  Diseases  Treated. 

Abscesses 18 

Acne 1 

Adenitis 2 

Ansemia 1 

Bronchitis,  acute 45 

Bursitis 4 

Chilblains 1 

Conjunctivitis,  acute 7 

Constipation 7 

Dermititis 2 

Dysmenorrhcea 2 

Eczema 3 

Epididymitis 1 

Enteritis 1 

Epilepsy 2 

Fracture 2 

Furunculosis 1 

Gastritis,  acute 31 

Gastritis,  enteritis 2 

Gingivitis 3 

Hemorrhoids 2 

Herpes 2 

Hernia 2 

Hysteria 2 

Iritis,  acute 15 

Jaundice,  catarrhal 1 

Lead  poisoning 1 

Lleus 1 

Malnutrition 2 

Measles 2 

Mitral  regurgitation 2 

Mitral  stenosis 2 

Otitis  media 10 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 2 

Pneumonia 2 

Quinsy 1 

Rheumatism 1 

Rhinitis,  acute 1 

Seborrhcea 3 

Scabies 24 

Sprain 2 
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Hospital  Record  of  Diseases  Treated  —  Concluded, 

Tonsillitis 31 

Typhoid  fever 1 

Ulcers,  corneal * 1 

Ulcers,  general 2 

Urticaria 1 

Under  observation 16 

Operatio?is. 

Hernia,  inguinal 1 

Mastoiditis 1 


The  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during  the  year  were  as 
follows : 

General  wasting  disease  (hydrocephalus) 1 

Nephritis,  chronic 1 

Pneumonia 1 

Tuberculosis 1 


BiNET  Simon  Tests. 

During  the  year  one  of  the  officers,  after  perfecting  herself  in  the 
Binet  Simon  tests  for  mentality  by  careful  study  and  a  visit  to  The 
Training  School  at  Vineland,  examined  four  hundred  of  the  children. 

The  results  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  are  very  satisfactory. 
In  most  instances  the  mental  age  agreed  closely  with  that  expected  by 
the  teachers  and  others  who  come  in  close  contact  with  the  children. 
A  very  few  children  successfully  passed  the  tests.  These  were  in 
part  of  the  *'  moral  imbecile "  type,  those  who  had  repeatedly 
demonstrated  their  inability  to  live  in  institutions  for  normal  children 
or  in  the  many  private  households  provided  for  them.  In  these 
cases  the  Binet  Simon  tests  were  useless,  continued  observation 
being  necessary  to  prove  the  mental  deficiency.  Two  children, 
sev(»n  and  eight  years  old,  who  had  been  considered  normal  by  their 
teachers  successfully  passed  the  tests  up  to  age  and  were  discharged. 
Several  older  children  who  are  good  talkers  and  would  easily  pass 
for  normal  among  strangers  tested  under  twelve  years  of  mental  age. 

The  rule  that  no  child  who  is  less  than  three  years  behind  his 
normal  mental  age  should  be  considered  feeble-minded  must  be 
modified  as  applied  to  the  children  in  the  institution  from  seven  to 
nine  years  of  age.     We  have  children  rating  only  one  or  two  years 


Xo.  18.]  23 

behind  at  these  ages  who  are  distinctly  feeble-minded.  They  develop 
to  this  point  fairly  well,  but  with  increasing  years  seem  to  reach 
their  Umit  and  then  drop  back  rapidly.  These  children  make  little 
or  no  progress  in  the  public  schools. 

We  consider  the  Binet  test,  when  given  by  an  experienced  and 
fair-minded  examiner,  the  best  available  tool  in  determining  the 
mental  status  of  the  ordinary  type  of  feeble-minded  children.  In 
cases  of  moral  delinquency  this  test  is  not  final  and  other  things 
must  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Amusements. 

Three  evenings  a  week  are  devoted  by  the  teachers  to  the  enter- 
tainment and  instruction  of  the  children.  In  this  way  they  are 
offered  opportunities  for  basket-ball,  aesthetic  dancing,  choir  practice, 
work  in  brass  and  bent  iron,  embroidery  and  games. 

Besides  the  weekly  dances  and  the  suitable  celebration  of  all  the 
regular  holidays,  there  were  several  large  parties  with  music  furnished 
by  the  ever  popular  band.  One  of  the  most  pleasing  happenings 
of  the  year  was  a  May  Day  festival  on  the  lawn  of  the  institution. 
Over  two  hundred  children  in  picturesque  costumes  participated  in 
the  folk  dances  and  athletic  events. 

The  School. 

The  work  outlined  in  the  last  annual  report  has  been  consistently 
prosecuted.  The  looms,  besides  having  important  educational 
value,  are  making  a  creditable  output  of  products  for  the  use  of  the 
institution.  One  room  is  used  as  a  hospital  where  old  chairs  are 
repaired,  recaned  and  varnished.  A  number  of  the  children  have 
learned  to  make  netting  bags  and  hammocks.  In  the  sloyd  classes 
the  boys  have  been  taught  the  use  of  tools  and  the  principles  of 
carpentry;  and  many  articles,  including  several  large  tables,  looms 
and  cabinets,  have  been  made.  As  the  older  boys  graduate  from 
sloyd  they  become  useful  assistants  to  the  carpenters  and  painter. 

Music  hall  has  become  the  center  of  many  activities.  During 
school  hours  the  younger  children  have  physical  exercises,  folk  and 
social  dancing,  basket  and  indoor  baseball.  Evenings  the  older 
boys  and  girls  who  are  not  in  school  have  the  use  of  the  hall. 

Excellent  progress  has  been  made  by  our  first  band  of  nineteen 
pieces  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  school  year  they  could  render  very 
creditably  a  repertoire  of  fourteen  selections.  A  band  of  sixteen 
smaller  boys  was  started  in  January,  and  in  June  was  able  to  play  a 
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few  simple  pieces.  Also  in  January  an  orchestra  of  twenty  pieces 
was  organized  for  the  girls,  and  it  is  expected  will  play  together 
within  the  year.  Considering  that  all  these  children  knew  very 
little  about  music  when  they  began,  their  progress  has  been  remark- 
able. The  eight  girls  who  commenced  their  piano  lessons  last  faU 
also  have  shown  great  improvement.  Music  is  peculiarly  adapted 
to  children  of  this  class.  Not  only  do  they  take  a  keen  interest 
in  the  work  and  make  good  progress  but  the  stimulus  is  felt  in  other 
branches  of  their  school  work. 

The  kindergarten,  physical  and  manual  work,  including  making 
beds,  polishing  floors  and  washing  dishes,  which  was  begun  last  fall 
among  the  duller  children  in  the  south  wing  and  girls'  building, 
has  given  striking  results  in  awakening  these  children.  The  work 
outlined  by  the  teacher  is  continued  by  the  attendants,  so  that  the 
children  are  continuously  occupied  at  work  or  play  throughout  the 
day.  By  apportioning  the  duties  according  to  the  mentality  of 
each  child  he  is  kept  happily  occupied  and  learns  to  give  material 
assistance  in  the  work  of  the  institution.  Sense  training  for  the 
children  has  been  begun  on  a  small  scale. 

Domestic  science  under  a  graduate  of  Sage  College  is  our  most 
recent  industry.  Here  the  children  beginning  with  the  rudiments 
of  cooking,  serving,  and  housecleaning,  will  be  taught  to  be  of  valu- 
able assistance  in  the  work  of  all  the  departments  of  the  institution. 

The  work  of  the  school  and  the  institution  is  closely  coordinated, 
and  the  aim  to  produce  useful  institutional  workers  is  constantly 
kept  in  mind.  In  the  laundry  the  younger  girls  in  regular  school 
classes  are  taught  first  to  do  the  plainest  pieces,  and,  as  they  improve, 
are  given  more  difficult  tasks,  so  that  as  they  grow  older  they  may 
participate  for  longer  periods  in  the  various  kinds  of  work  in  the 
laundry,  according  to  their  mental  ability. 

The  work  in  sewing  begins  with  instruction  in  a  graduated  course 
in  stitching  and  patching,  followed  by  practical  work  in  finishing 
sheets  and  towels,  mending,  and  later  the  cutting  and  fitting  of 
underwear  and  dresses.  Upon  graduating,  the  girls  work  part  of 
their  time  on  the  power  machines,  producing  large  numbers  of 
garments  used  in  the  institution.  The  duller  children,  who  cannot 
grasp  the  more  complex  work,  are  continued  at  simpler  tasks. 

So  it  is  in  all  the  school  work.  The  educational  value,  which  is 
the  exclusive  aim  among  the  younger  children,  gradually  gives  way 
to  the  economic  side  as  they  grow  older  and  finish  their  school  life, 
although  a  rotation  of  duties  in  the  various  departments  is  main- 
tained as  long  as  the  individual  is  in  the  institution. 
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During  the  summer  one  of  the  attendants  introduced  mattress- 
making;  with  the  result  that  a  large  number  of  mattresses  and 
pillows  were  renovated  and  new  ones  made.  Broom-making  also 
was  begun  by  this  attendant,  assisted  by  the  older  boys. 

Through  the  vacation  practically  all  the  boys  worked  in  the  garden 
»  or  about  the  grounds,  or  assisted  the  mechanics  in  their  regular  work. 

At  Fairmount  the  older  farm  boys  manufactured  during  the 
winter  months  15  gross  of  scrub  brushes,  some  of  which  were  sold 
to  other  institutions. 

Pending  the  relocation  of  the  school,  the  work  is  hampered  by 
lack  of  suitable  accommodations.  A  large  part  of  the  industrial 
work  is  now  done  in  dark,  basement  rooms,  and  little  opportunity  is 
offered  for  further  expansion. 

The  time  has  passed  when  anyone  was  considered  good  enough  to 
teach  the  feeble-minded,  and  the  policy  has  been  adopted  to  appoint 
as  teachers  only  graduates  of  normal  or  special  training  schools. 
The  school  has  had  the  services  of  several  very  capable  instructors, 
who  were  not  so  qualified,  but  it  is  believed  that  this  program  will 
produce  in  the  long  run  a  higher  average  of  ability. 

One  of  the  most  gratifying  features  of  the  year's  work  has  been 
the  loyal  support  of  the  officers  and  employees,  and  the  cordial  spirit 
pervading  the  institution. 

The  progress  that  has  been  made  is  due  in  large  part  to  the  valued 
assistance  of  the  managers  in  solving  the  larger  problems. 

O.  H.  COBB, 

Superintendent, 
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State  of  New  York 


No.  12. 


IN  ASSEMBLY 


Januaey  14:,  1915. 


Sixty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Sjrracuse  State 
Institution  for  Feeble-minded  Children 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  the  sixty-fourth  annual  report  of 
the  Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded 
Children,  including  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Superin- 
tendent which  have  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Managers  and 

adopted  by  them. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

E.  S.  VAN  DUYN, 

Presiderd. 


SIXTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MANAGERS  OF 
THE  SYRACUSE  STATE  INSTITUTION  FOR  FEEBLE- 
MINDED CHILDREN 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

As  required  by  the  law  establisliing  this  institution,  the  under- 
signed nmnagers  submit  herewith  their  sixty-fourth  annual 
report: 

One  change  has  occurred  in  the  board,  Mr.  Edward  K.  Butler 
succeeding  Mr.  W.  W.  Wiard  whose  term  expired.  During  the 
year  the  work  of  the  institution  has  progressed  satisfactorily.  In 
the  Steward's  and  Matron's  departments  the  introduction  of  busi- 
ness methods  has  resulted  in  a  per  capita  as  low  as  that  of  any 
year  since  1908.  In  the  scho<^  suitable  quarters  haye  been  pro- 
vided for  mending,  knitting,  domestic  science  and  sense  training 
classes,  and  the  industrial  work  has  been  expanded  to  the  limit 
of  our  accommodations. 

With  the  coH)peration  of  the  poor  authorities,  county  agents, 
and  other  volunteer  workers  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  follow 
up  the  children  discharged  from  the  institution  during  the  past 
six  years.  The  results  of  the  investigation  are  included  in  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  In  the  past  the  institution  has  been 
compelled,  upon  the  demand  of  parents,  to  discharge  certain  chil- 
dren against  the  judgment  of  the  board,  often  with  deplorable 
consequences.  The  last  Legislature,  however,  remedied  this  con- 
dition by  providing  for  the  judicial  commitment  and  retention  of 
such  children  in  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded. 

As  social  workers  are  becoming  familiar  with  the  feeble- 
minded, they  are  making  applications  for  the  admission  of  de- 
fective delinquents  who  hitherto  have  been  committed  to  the  re- 
formatories and  who  in  some  instances  have  been  released  from 
such  institutions  because  feeble-minded.  These  cases  are  difficult 
to  manage,  form  foci  for  the  rapid  spread  of  contamination  among 
our  comparatively  harmless  children,  and  are  wholly  beyond  the 
range  of  disciplinary  methods  permissible  in  a  school  for  feeble- 
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minded  children.  Those  who  escape  from  the  institution  far 
longer  or  shorter  periods  are  quite  likely  to  commit  serious  criznea. 
Immediate  provision  should  be  made  in  an  institution  organized 
for  them,  as  recommended  by  the  State  Board  of  Charitiesw 

Again  the  Board  wishes  to  call  attention  to  the  need  of  proper 
accommodations  for  the  work  of  the  institution.  With  our  anti- 
quated buildings  filled  to  their  capacity,  we  are  compelled  to  turn 
away  a  large  proportion  of  the  children  who  apply  for  admission. 
An  ever  increasing  number  of  older  boys  whose  welfare  requires 
regular  and  substantial  farm  work  cannot  be  accommodated  at 
the  farm  or  transferred  to  the  other  equally  crowded  State  insti- 
tutions. Moreover,  the  custom  of  transferring  our  older  inmates 
to  the  counties  is  at  best  a  poor  makeshift,  as  the  county  homes 
are  not  equipped  or  organized  to  care  for  the  feeble-minded. 

The  relocation  and  expansion  of  this  institution  upon  a  site  a 
short  distance  from  Syracuse  affords  the  most  feasible  plan  for 
increasing  the  Staters  accommodations  for  the  feeble-minded,  as 
the  cost  of  the  new  site  would  probably  be  more  than  compenflated 
by  the  sale  of  our  present  property. 

E.  S.  VAN  DUYN, 

JOHN  GRIMES, 

W.  W.  CHENEY, 

WILLIAM  A.  KELLY, 

E.  K.  BUTLER, 

R.  S.  BOWEN, 

ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE, 

Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

I  hereby  submit  to  jou  a  complete  statement  of  the  financial 
condition  of  jour  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1914: 

■ 

Besousces  fob  the  Year 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1913 $5,327  57 

State  appropriation  for  fiscal  year : 

Chapter  791,  Laws  of  1913 2,150  00 

Chapter  792,  La\vs  of  1913 111,500  00 

Beceipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. .  10,647  22 
Beceipts  from  pay  cases,  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 1,316  53 

From  sale  of  farm  products 205  59 

From  sale  of  productions  of  shop 76  79 

From  sale  of  old  material 119  68 

Miscellaneous 224  24 

Total  $131,567  62 


X 


Disbursements 

1.  OflScers  and  employees $52,052  00 

3.  Provisions   19,019  55 

4.  General  supplies 3,451  30 

5.  Farm  and  garden 7,989  84 

6.  Clothing 5,653  24 

7.  Furniture  and  furnishings 1,800  42 

8.  Transportation  of  inmates 24  47 

9.  Fuel  and  light 11,478  84 

10.  Ordinary  repairs  and  shops 6,812  80 

11.  Medical  supplies 744  58 
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12.  Miscellaneous $5,122  76 

13.  Industries 67  65 

14.  Lawns,  roads  and  grounds 101  04 


Total  expense  for  the  fiscal  year $114,318  39 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1914 4,659  18 

Amount  forwurded  to   ComptcoUer  and  not  xe- 

tumed 12,5dO  05 


Total $131,567  62 


Assets 

Cash  on  hand  October  1,  1914 $4,659  18 

Due  from  counties 

Due  from,  pay  cases 

Due  from  unexpended  appropriations: 

Special 

Maintenance 


&60  00 

92  69 

292  93 

7,500  00 

Total $18^04  8d 


ScH£i>ui^  OF  Special  Afpbofbiations 


Chapter  538,  Law8  of  1912: 

Electric  wiring  

Electric    light   plant 

Chapter  547,  Laws  of  lftl2: 
Repairs  and  equipment 

Chapter  790,   Laws  of  1913: 

Kitchen  equipment    

Extraordinary  repairs    

Chapter  791,  Law8  of  1913: 

Kepairs  and  equipment 

Chapter  521,  LavM  of  1W4: 
Repairs  and  equipment 


Balance 

Oct.  1, 

1913 

$77  29 
32  m 

2  41 

958  00 
4,663  15 

2,465  86 


Appro- 
priated 
1914 


Expended 
1914 

$77  29 
32  02 


946  88 
4,594  00 


Balance 

Sept.  30, 

1914 

Lapsed 

$0  04 

2  41 

11  12 
69  15 


a,  257  «2        207  94 


re.  $504  20         501  93 


2  27 


■i o&ai  •  •  ..•••• 


,198  77   $504  20  $8,410  04   $292  93 


O.  H.  COBB, 

Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Syracuse 
State  Institution  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1914: 

Admissions  and  Disciiabges 

Applications  on  file  October  1,  1913 86 

Since  received 116 


S02 


Admitted 62 

Eejected    45 

Crippled   2 

Epileptic  .'. 5 

Under  age 1 

Over  age " 8 

Low  grade 29 

Reached  age  limit 21 

Provided  for  elsewhere 11 

Applications  on  file  October  1,  1914 68 


202 


The  discharges  for  the  year  number  28;  11  were  removed  by 
parents,  2  discharged  as  normal,  1  ^rl  was  discharged  as  capable 
of  self-support  after  a  year's  probation,  2  boys  who  went  home  on 
vacation  were  reported  as  self-supporting,  3  boys  left  the  institu- 
tion against  our  advice  and  later  were  said  to  be  earning  their 
living,  4  were  removed  to  county  homes  to  make  room  for  younger 
children,  and  2  who  eloped  have  not  been  heard  from.  One  child 
was  transferred  to  each  of  the  following  institutions:  Craig 
Colony,  Eome  Asylum,  and  the  Middletown  State  Hospital. 


12 
Enrolment 

Boys 

Present  at  beginning  of  year 265 

Absent  on  vacation 20 

Since  admitted 36 

Total  for  the  year 321 

r        ■ 

Discharged   20 

Died 3 

Present  at  close  of  year 289 

Absent  on  vacation 9 

Total  on  the  rolls 298 

Average  daily  attendance 283 


Qtrls 

Total 

280 

545 

8 

28 

26 

62 

314       635 


8 

28 

2 

5 

299 

588 

5 

14 

304 

602 

288 

511 

Movement  of  Population  by  Counties 


Enrolled  Enrolled 


Albany  .... 
Allegany  . . 
Bronx  .  . .  . 
Broome  .  . . 
Cattaraugus 
Cayuga  . . . 
Chautauqua 
Chemung  .. 
Chenango  . . 
Clinton  . . . 
Columbia  .. 
Cortland  . . 
Delaware  .. 
Dutchess   . . 

Erie 

Essex 

Franklin  . . 

Fulton 

T^nesee  . . . 

reene  .... 

[amilton  .. 


^  1,  1913 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Oet.  1, 19U 

QuoU 

13 

0 

1 

12 

11 

9 

1 

0 

10 

3 

5 

0 

1 

4 

28 

10 

0 

1 

9 

5 

6 

1 

1 

6 

4 

6 

3 

0 

9 

4 

5 

1 

0 

6 

7 

12 

0 

0 

12 

4 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

0 

0 

3 

3 

14 

1 

0 

15 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

7 

0 

0 

7 

3 

13 

1 

1 

13 

6 

51 

2 

3 

50 

35 

5 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

0 

3 

3 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Movement  of  Population  by  Counties  - 

Enrolled 
Oct.  1,  1013     Admitted     Diacharged 

Herkimer    3  0  0 

Jefferson 18  0  0 

Kings 17  6  1 

Lewis 4  0  0 

Livingston 3  0  0 

Madison 5  0  0 

Monroe   32  2  3 

Montgomery 6  1  1 

Nassau 3  0  0 

New  York 96  16  9 

Niagara 4  1  0 

Oneida 23  0  1 

Onondaga   32  3  2 

Ontario 10  0  1 

Orange 18  2  1 

Orleans 0  0  0 

Oswego   7  0  0 

Ots^o 10  3  0 

Pntnam 2  0  0 

Queens 4  2  0 

Eensselaer 11  0  0 

Eichmond 0  0  0 

Kockland 6  1  0 

St.  Lawrence 6  0  1 

Saratoga    4  0  0 

Schenectady 6  1  0 

Schoharie    4  0  0 

Schuyler   1  1  0 

Seneca 2  0  0 

Steuben 11  3  1 

Suffolk 3  0  0 

Sullivan 7  0  0 

Tioga 3  1  0 

Tompkins 6  0  1 

Ulster 10  1  1 

Warren   3  1  0 


-  Continued 

KmoUed 
Oct.  1,  1914 

Quota 

3 

4 

18 

5 

22 

108 

4 

2 

3 

2 

5 

2 

31 

19 

6 

4 

3 

5 

103 

155 

5 

7 

22 

10 

33 

12 

9 

3 

19 

8 

0 

2 

7 

5 

13 

3 

2 

1 

6 

19 

11 

8 

0 

6 

6 

3 

5 

6 

4 

4 

7 

6 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

13 

5 

3 

6 

7 

2 

4 

2 

5 

2 

10 

7 

4 

2 

14 

MOVBUBNT  OF  POPULATION  BT  CoUH TIBS Cotuiuded 


EoroUed 
OM.  1.  1»13 

▲dmittad 

Diwhsrced 

Enrolled 
Oct.  1.  1914 

Quota 

3 

0 

0 

3 

3 

2 

0 

0 

2 

a 

12 

3 

0 

15 

19 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

Y 

0 

0 

7 

1 

573 

62 

33 

— t-^ 

602 

600 

Washington 
Wayne  . . . . 
Westchester 
Wyoming  .. 
Yates 

Total . 


Total  cost  of  maintenance $114,318  39 

Yearly  per  capita  cost 200  20 

Weekly  per  capita  cost 3  85 

Deducting  miscellaneous  receipts  forwarded  to  the  State  Comp- 
troller and  not  returned,  the  net  per  capita  cost  of  maintenance 
was  $178.16  per  year,  $3.43  per  week. 

Care  in  preventing  waste  of  supplies  and  an  increased  pro- 
duction from  the  farm  and  garden  resulted  in  lowering  the  per 
capita  cost  of  provisions  from  $38.83  to  $33.32.  Based  upon  the 
average  attendance  this  represents  a  total  saving  of  about  $3,000, 
as  compared  with  the  fiscal  year  1912-13. 


15 


Report  of  the  Stewahd 


Field  Crops 

Hwy,  Grain,  Straw 

70  6/7  bushels   com,  ear $49  60 

59  tons  hay,  alfalfa 1,062  00 

21  tons  hay,  mixed 315  00 

103  tons  hay,  Timothy 1,957  00 

879  bushels  oats 439  50 

26  tons  straw,  oat 260  00 

135.75  bushels  wheat 135  75 

Fodder 

5.75  tons  alfalfa,  green 48  88 

149.5  tons  com  fodder,  green 523  25 

20  31/60  tons  oats  and  peas,  green.  . .  .  143  62 

12.5  tons  rye,  green 37  50 

694  bushels  Mangelwurzels 173  50 

Value  of  field  crops $5,145  60 

Potatoes 
1342.5  bushels  potatoes $1,006  88 

Garden  Products 

320.75  pounds  asparagus $38  49 

2,648  pounds  beans,  string 52  96 

707.5  bushels  beans,  dry 1,698  00 

200  pounds  beans,  Lima,  dry 10  00 

194.5  pounds  beans,  Lima,  green 7  78 

240.8  bushels  beets 120  40 

4,063.25  pounds  beet  greens 81  27 

5.18  bushels  Brussels  sprouts 3  89 

11,852.08  pounds  cabbage 71  11                                           j 

82.295  bushels  carrots 32  92 

1,994  pounds  cauliflower 39  88 
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658.75  pounds  celery,  heads $32  94 

1,466.5  pounds  chard,  Swiss 29  33 

40  pounds  citron,  green 2  00 

14,829.5  pounds  com,  sweet 148  30 

6.5  pounds  chives. 31 

3,377  pounds  cucumbers,  table 67  64 

288.25  pounds  cucumbers,  pickling 8  65     * 

130  pounds  egg  plant 3  90 

59.5  pounds  horseradish 2  38 

2,343.75  pounds  lettuca 187  50 

17  ounces  mint 85 

13.3  bushels  onions 11  97 

1,286  pounds  onions,  green 25  72 

30%  pounds  parsley 1  52 

2,014  pounds  parsnips 20  14 

2,277.25  pounds  peas,  green 34  16 

99  pounds  peppers,  red 2  97 

1,329  pounds  pumpkin 3  32 

671.75  pounds  radish 16  79 

1,665.5  pounds  rhubarb 33  31 

479.25  pounds  spinach 16  77 

4,666.5  pounds  squash,  summer 46  67 

1,394.5  pounds  squash,  winter 13  95 

27,210.25  pounds  tomatoes 408  15 

2,146  pounds  turnips 21  46 

1,291.5  pounds  vegetable  oysters 25  83 

Value  of  garden  products $3,323  13 

Fruit  Products. 

586.75  bushels  apples,  eating $440  06 

646.5  quarts  cherries 61  72 

570.5  quarts  currants 45  64 

26  pounds  melons,  musk 1  04 

2.26  bushels  plums 2  26 

119.75  bushels  pears 119  75 

14  quarts  gooseberries 1  40 
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30  quarts  raspberries,  black $3  00 

18.5  quarts  raspberries,  red 2  22 

191  quarts  strawberries 15  28 

Value  of  fruit  products $682  36 

Milk 
129,428  quarts  milk $5,500  69 

Meats 

6,203.25  pounds  beef $620  33 

5,745.25  pounds  pork 689  43 

971.5  pounds  veal 145  73 

Value  of  meat  products $1,455  49 

POULTBY 

1,378.25  pounds  chickens $248  09 

88.5  pounds  duck 15  93 

850  7/12  dozens  eggs 212  65 

Value  of  poultry  products $476  67 


Summary 

Field  crops $5,145  60 

Potatoes 1,006  88 

Garden  products 3,323  13 

Fruit  products 682  36 

Milk 5,500  69 

Meats 1,445  49 

Poultry 47'6  67 


x: 


The  steward  reports  an  increase  of  $2,000  in  farm  and  garden 
products.  At  Fairmount  the  herd  has  been  improved  by  turning 
into  beef  the  poorest  producers  and  raising  all  heifer  calves.  The 
poultry  plant  has  been  extended  by  the  erection  of  brooder  and 
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colony  houses,  the  remodeling  of  the  henhouse  and  the  purchase 
of  an  incubator.  The  flock  now  consists  of  ei^bt  hundred  white 
L^hom  chickfflis.  A  r^stered  Berkshire  Imxxl  sow  was  also 
purchased. 

Besides  material  pro^^rity  the  farm  ha&  fumidfted  forty  of 
the  older  boys  with  a  comfortable  home  and  an  abundance  of 
work  well  fitted  for  their  development.  The  farm  colony  is  the 
ideal  place  for  the  feeble-minded  boy.  Here  he  leads  a  free,  happy 
life  and  contributes  in  large  part  to  his  support. 

Bepairs  Ain>  Betterments 

During  the  year  the  carpenters  laid  45,000  feet  of  flooring, 
erected  an  addition  to  the  shop  to  house  wood-working  machinery, 
and  completed  a  large  amount  of  cabinet  work.  The  second  floor 
of  the  laundry  was  remodelled  and  furnished  with  complete 
equipment  for  the  work  in  domestic  science  and  cooking.  Here 
also  rooms  were  provided  for  the  mending  and  knitting  classes. 
The  moving  picture  machine  booth  was  erected  upon  a  hanging 
platform  in  Music  Hall.  The  engineer  installed  two  turbo  blow- 
ers, toilet  facilities  in  the  main  and  boys'  buildings  and  boiler- 
room,  and  a  steam  line  to  the  boys'  building.  A  new  piimp  and 
engine  were  erected  at  Fairmount.  During  the  winter  the  painter 
redec(H'ated  the  hospital,  girls'  building,  and  editor  hall ;  and  in 
Ae  summer  months  painted  the  exterior  woodwork  of  the  main 
group.  A  gang  of  boys  working  independently  under  an  inmate 
boss  painted  all  of  the  frame  buildings.  Extra  mechanics  devoted 
several  months  time  to  masonry  and  roof  repairs. 

The  matron  systematized  the  manufacture  of  clothing  to  lessen 
labor  costs  and  introduced  cards  for  the  issue  and  discarding  of 
each  child's  supply.  Individual  towels  and  bath  towels  are  pro- 
vided. The  inadequate  salary  allowed  has  made  it  impossible  to 
secure  a  permanent  housekeeper  dietitian  so  that  the  work  un- 
fortunately has  devolved  upon  the  matron. 

By  utilizing  to  the  utmost  the  available  space  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  accommodating  fifty  more  children.  This  increase, 
however,  does  not  meet  the  demand  for  the  admission  of  chil- 
dren. A  wait  of  several  months  or  a  year  is  often  necessary 
before  we  can  find  room  for  urgent  eases.    Of  the  sixty-two  chil- 
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dren  admitted  during  tbe  year  twenty-six  had  their  applications 
on  file  prior  to  October  1,  1913,  and  some  dated  back  to  October, 
1912. 

AppttOPBiATioNs  Needed 

1.  Maintenance  for  fiscal  year  1915-1916 $122,000  00 

2.  Improvements  to  heating  system 11,000  00 

3.  Extraordinary  repairs  and  equipment 15,000  00 

4.  Rewiring  superintendent's  house 600  00 

5.  Service  building 50,000  00 

6.  Fire  equipment 33,000  00 


The  Legislature  of  1914  made  no  appropriations  for  the  perma- 
nent improvement  of  the  plant.  The  amount,  $119,000,  for  main- 
tenance was  divided  —  so  much  for  provisions,  so  much  for  fuel 
and  light,  so  much  for  medical  supplies,  etc.  With  the  close 
supervision  and  control  of  all  estimates,  orders,  and  treasurer's 
reports  exercised  by  the  Fiscal  Supervisor  and  Comptroller  the 
reason  for  this  action  is  not  clear. 

Two  laws  of  interest  to  the  institution  were  passed.  One  au- 
thorized the  appointment  of  a  State  Commission  to  investigate 
provision  for  the  mentally  deficient  The  other  provides  for 
court  commitment  to  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded,  similar 
to  the  procedure  in  the  case  of  the  insane.  In  this  way  one  girl 
of  the  defective  delinquent  type  has  been  returned  to  the  institu- 
tion, and  doubtless  the  law  will  be  invoked  in  the  admission  of 
members  of  degenerate  families. 

Health 

With  the  exception  of  light  epidemics  of  measles  and  rotheln 
the  health  of  the  institution  has  continued  good.  For  the  first 
time  in  many  years  there  was  no  typhoid.  The  oral  hygiene  of 
the  children  has  been  so  improved  by  the  services  of  a  resident 
dentist  for  the  past  two  years  that  it  is  now  possible  to  maintain 
satisfactory  conditions  by  the  employment  of  a  visiting  dentist 
one  dav  a  week. 

The  average  age  of  the  children  who  died  during  the  year  was 
fourteen. 
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Hospital  Recobd  op  Diseases  Tbeatsd 

Abscess 6 

Appendicitis 1 

Bronchitis 22 

Conjunctivitis '      10 

Constipation - 11 

Diarrhoea 8 

Dysmenorrhoea 3 

Epilepsy 6 

Endocarditis 2 

Frontal  sinusitis 1 

Fracture 1 

Funinculosis 1 

Haemorrhoids 3 

Heat  exhaustion 1 

Indigestion  .  .   . . : 1,5 

Infections 6 

Injuries 5 

Intestinal  toxaemia   5 

Jaundice 1 

Lumbago 2 

Malaria 1 

Malnutrition 1 

Mastitis 3 

Measles 83 

Neuritis 11 

Orchitis 1 

Otitis 5 

Paralysis 1 

Pleurisy 1 

Pneumonia 19 

Pott's  disease 1 

Pustular  eruption 1 

Bheumatism 5 

Eotheln 73 

Scabies 21 

Tonsillitis 12 

Tuberculosis 4 

Whooping  cough 4 
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Operations 

Eye 1 

Hydrocele 1 

Toe  2 

Tubercular  glands 2 

Causes  of  Death 

Pneumonia 2 

Pott's  disease 1 

Paralysis 1 

Tuberculosis    1 


Education 

Approximately  three  hundred  children  have  been  under  instruc- 
tion in  the  regular  school  department  in  addition  to  those  in  the 
south  wing  and  in  the  west  end  of  the  girls  building  who  have  re- 
ceived special  physical  and  sense  training.  The  individual  child 
is  studied  as  carefully  as  possible — his  qualities  of  mind  and  charac- 
ter, temperament  and  ability  to  do  the  work  required  of  him  are 
noted  and  frequently  discussed  by  the  teachers.  The  careful  grading 
and  persistent  work  in  the  scholastic  department  is  showing  results 
in  a  much  keener  and  more  alert  class  of  children  than  was  in  school 
a  few  years  ago.  Each  part  of  the  work  tends  to  develop  latent 
faculties  and  trains  the  child  for  future  usefulness.  The  mental 
training  is  a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  best  results  in  manual  work. 
Sixty  boys  work  every  day  in  the  Sloyd  rooms  making  all  kinds  of 
useful  articles  for  various  parts  of  the  institution,  some  of  the  largest 
being  book  racks,  desks,  footstools,  sleds,  screens,  umbrella  stands, 
chairs  and  looms.  The  twenty-five  boys  in  the  chair  caning  and 
towel  weaving  department  labor  with  enthusiasm  and  perseverance. 
Since  May  when  mattress  making  became  one  of  the  school  indus- 
tries seventy-seven  mattresses  have  been  made  and  eleven  reno- 
vated. Also,  this  class  has  made  thirty-six  pillows  and  renovated 
twenty. 
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All  children  in  school  are  trained  in  sewing.  The  boys'  classes 
make  neckties,  collars,  etc.,  and  those  who  become  especially  pro- 
ficient are  promoted  to  the  tailor  shop.  In  the  girls'  classes  ail  kinds 
of  hand  and  machine  sewing  are  taught.  The  laundry  class  com- 
prises sixty  girls  who  work  one  hour  and  a  quarter  every  day  in  groups 
of  fifteen.  During  the  past  j-^ear  the  domestic  science  department 
gave  an  excellent  foundation  to  fifty-four  girls,  and  seventy-one  are 
now  receiving  this  training.  Other  occupations  include  the  knit- 
ting of  caps,  mittens  and  stockings;  the  weekly  mending  of  clothes 
sent  in  from  the  laimdry;  raffia  and  reed  basketry,  crocheting,  fancy 
work,  the  making  of  rugs,  hammocks  and  coir  mats. 

Music  and  physical  training  constitute  two  important  branches 
of  the  school  work.  Sixty  children  are  being  trained  in  the  singing 
classes,  eight  girls  are  receiving  instruction  on  the  piano,  twenty- 
five  are  in  the  orchestra,  and  the  band  comprises  about  fifty  boys. 
Two  hundred  children  have  the  benefits  of  physical  training  and 
half  that  number  are  in  dancing  classes.  One  hundred  children  par- 
ticipated in  the  second  annual  May  festival. 

A  new  card  system  has  been  inaugurated  for  registering  the  prog- 
ress of  each  pupil  from  year  to  year  and  will  prove  a  valuable  addi- 
tion to  our  records.  The  Binet-Simon  tests,  which  have  been  applied 
to  all  the  children,  afford  a  ready  means  of  diagnosis  and  a  tangible 
measurement  of  mentality.  As  usual  the  school  made  an  exhibit 
at  the  State  Fair  and  at  the  New  York  State  Conference  of  Charities 
and  Correction.  The  need  of  a  school  building,  esp)ecially  for 
the  industrial  work,  becomes  more  and  more  apparent.  Fur- 
ther expansion  is  rendered  practically  impossible  and  the  work 
is  maintained  under  great  disadvantages  as  to  space,  light,  and 
ventilation. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  children  who  have  gone  home  and  not 
returned,  the  vacation  season  has  been  shortened  and  only  those 
allowed  to  go  whose  home  environment  was  known  to  be  good. 
During  the  past  sununer  two  graduates  of  Teachers'  College  were 
employed,  with  gratifying  results,  to  supervise  the  children's  games. 
The  institution  endeavors  to  supply  its  charges  with  many  forms 
of    recreation    to    compensate    for    the    attractions    of    the    outer 
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world.  Hallowe'en,  Christmas,  and  the  Fourth  of  July  are  ap- 
propriately celebrated.  Slei^rides  are  enjoyed  by  all  the  children 
and  in  the  fall  five  hundred  or  more  go  in  carryalls  to  see  the 
State  Fair.  A  homelike  sitting  room  has  been  provided  for  the 
older  girls. 

Discharges  fbom  SYBAcrss  State  Iitstitution  fbom 
OcTOBEK  1,  1&07,  TO  December  31,  1913 

Xumber  transferred  from  Syracuse  to  other  institutions 

and  remaining  in  institutions 161 

Since  sent  to  institutions  by  friends 20 

Died 30 

Moved  out  of  State 6 

Married 7 

Self-supporting 7 

Partially  self-supporting 18 

At  home  and  dependent  on  families 47 

Tramps 3 

No  data 60 


Total 359 


By  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers  and  with  the  co- 
operation of  volunteer  workers  throughout  the  State  we  have 
attempted  to  follow  up  the  children  discharged  from  the  institu- 
tion during  the  past  six  years. 

At  the  time  of  the  investigation  40  were  under  sixteen  and  819 
sixteen  or  over,  or  of  working  age.  Seven  boys  evidently  are  self- 
supporting.  Two  are  making  $10  and  $9  a  week  respectively  at 
unskilled  labor ;  one  earns  $7  a  week  as  salesman ;  three  are  em- 
ployed in  factories  and  are  independent  of  their  families;  one 
who  never  had  had  steady  work  enlisted  in  the  army. 

Of  the  18  who  are  partially  self-supporting  one  earns  $9  a 
week  in  the  summer  time  as  a  farm  laborer,  another  $6  a  week  as 
an  errand  boy,  two  $5  per  week  in  factory  and  stock  room  re- 
spectively, one  makes  $14  a  month  doing  odd  jobs  about  a  private 
bouse,  having  succeeded  his  father  in  this  position.    One  girl  in 
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a  letter  to  the  institution  claimed  to  be  working  in  a  factory  but 
no  trace  of  her  could  be  found  by  the  investigator.  The  re- 
maining twelve  work  in  their  parents'  homes  or  stores,  or  away 
from  home  are  able  to  earn  only  their  board.  They  lead  a  hap- 
hazard existence  and,  with  the  breaking  up  of  their  families,  few 
of  them  will  be  able  to  continue  the  struggle.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  of  all  the  girls  discharged  only  one  is  reported  as 
holding  a  position.  It  would  be  much  better  both  for  the  in- 
dividuals and  their  families  if  these  eighteen  had  remained  per- 
manently in  an  institution. 

In  addition  to  those  who  are  partially  self-supporting  47  of  the 
discharged  cases  remain  at  home,  a  burden  upon  their  families. 
One  boy,  thirteen  years  old,  at  the  time  of  the  investigation  was 
locked  up  for  attempted  burglary.  Of  the  seven  reported  as  at- 
tending school  six  are  giving  more  or  less  trouble.  As  a  rule  the 
boys  are  comparatively  harmless  and  useless;  the  girls  as  they 
approach  puberty  demand  constant  protection. 

Twenty  children  discharged  from  the  institution  have  since 
been  sent  to  other  institutions  by  their  friends,  and  the  readmis- 
sion  of  seven  children  who  are  making  trouble  at  home  was  sought 
at  the  time  of  the  investigation.  The  three  boys  reported  as 
tramps  have  been  heard  from  at  intervals.  One,  only  sixteen 
years  old,  has  dangerous  criminal  tendencies,  another  recently  has 
been  committed  to  a  reformatory.  Seven  of  the  discharges,  all 
girls,  are  known  to  be  married.  Ko  details  are  available  in  the 
case  of  three.  One;  an  epileptic,  who  married  a  farmer,  has  three 
children  and  a  clean,  respectable  home.  Another,  after  having  an 
illegitimate  child,  married  a  man  who  had  taken  her  for  a  house- 
keeper. One  girl  married  and  supports  an  alcoholic  criminal  — ■ 
her  house  is  a  gathering  place  for  men  to  drink.  She  has  two 
sisters  at  the  Newark  Asylum  and  several  of  her  cousins  have 
been  in  the  Syracuse  institution.  Another  girl  was  married  by  a 
member  of  a  degenerate  family  to  legitimize  the  child. 

Thirty  are  reported  deceased.  Of  the  seven  who  died  outside 
institutions  two  girls  accidentally  set  themselvesi  afire  and  a  boy 
was  killed  riding  a  freight 

Prior  to  1914  the  institution  had  no  authority  to  retain  a  child 
and  most  of  the  cases  discharged  to  their  families  were  removed 
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upon  the  demand  of  parents  or  failed  to  return  from  vacation. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  fully  sixty  per  cent  of  f eeble-mindedness 
is  hereditary ,  that  from  thirty  to  fifty  per  cent  of  prostitutes  are 
mentally  defective,  and  that  so  few  have  shown  ability  to  earn  a 
respectable  living,  it  is  evident-  that  the  greatest  care  should  be 
exercised  in  the  matter  of  discharges  and  that  very  few  girls 
should  be  allowed  to  leave  the  protection  of  the  institution.  Re- 
sponsible probation  officers  should  keep  track  of  all  discharges  and 
return  them  to  the  institution  at  the  first  sign  of  danger. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
time  and  labor  so  generously  devoted  to  this  investigation  by  the 
poor  officers,  members  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association,  and 
other  coworkers. 

O.  H.  COBB,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 
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No.  29 


IN  ASSEMBLY 


Februaby  21,  1916. 


Sixty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Syracuse  State 
Institution  for  Feeble-Minded  Children 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  the  sixty-fifth  annual  report  of  the 
Mtanagers  of  the  Syracuse  «State  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded 
Children,  including  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Superin- 
tendent which  have  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Managers  and 
adopted  by  them. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

E.  S.  VAN  DUYN, 

President. 


REPORT 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Compljiug  with  the  law  establishing  this  institution^  the  under- 
signed manflgere  mihmit  herewith  their  sixty-fifth  annual  report: 
The  afPairs  of  the  institution  have  made  quiet  progress  during  the 
year.  Extensive  repairs  and  new  equipment  have  improved  living 
and  working  conditions  in  all  departments.  The  average  attend- 
ance,  five  hundred  and  ninety-five,  is  the  laigest  in  the  history  of 
the  institutioiL 

For  the  fiscal  year  1916-17  the  board  requests  the  following 
appropriations:  Maintenance,  $120,000  as  for  the  current  year; 
extraordinary  repairs  and  equipment,  $5,000  for  many  items  of 
new  equipment  and  improvements  to  plant  not  chargeable  to  main- 
tenance; improvements  to  heating  system,  $20,000  to  provide 
stokers  for  the  use  of  soft  coal  and  the  reconstruction  of  the  heating 
system  in  the  boys'  and  girls'  buildings,  installed  many  years  ago 
and  now  rusted  out. 

Again  the  board  brings  to  your  attention  the  need  of  greatly 
increased  facilities  for  the  care  of  the  feeble-minded.  In  spite  of 
deaths,  transfers  of  older  children  to  other  institutions  and  a  slight 
increase  in  capacity,  it  was  possible  to  admit  only  forty-nine  chil- 
dren against  sixty-three  applications  on  file  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  and  ninety-four  since  received  and  accepted.  These 
figures,  however,  do  not  indicate  the  urgent  need  of  greater  accom- 
modation because  many  of  the  authorities  throughout  the  State, 
knowing  conditions,  do  not  attempt  to  enter  children.  Failure  to 
provide  permanent  custodial  care  for  this  class  is  filling  our  re^ 
formiatories  and  prisons  with  hundreds  of  men  and  women  who 
are  not  responsible  and  cannot  be  reformed. 

ALTA  PEASE^ROUSE, 
JOHN  GRIMES, 
E.  S.  VAN  DUYN, 
W.  W.  CHENEY, 
R.  S.  BOWEN, 
WILLIAM  A.  KELLY, 
E.  K.  BUTLER. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

I  hereby  submit  to  you  a  complete  statement  of  the  financml 
condition  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  September  30,  1915: 

Besoitbces  fob  the  Yeab 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1914 $4,659  18 

State  appropriation  for  fieoal  year : 

Chapter  792,  Laws  1918 7,550  00 

Chapter  529,  Laws  1914 118,450  00 

Beceipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. . .  10,308  51 
Beceipts  from  pay  cases,  board,  instruction   and 

clothing 1,098  39 

Prom  sale  of  farm  products 31  63 

From  sale  of  productions  of  shop 53  33 

From  sale  of  old  material 76  81 

Befund 6  2-6 

Miscellaneous 4,521  74 

Total $146,755  85 

DlSBUBSEMENTS 

1.  Officers  and  employees. $51,858.  66 

3.  Provisions 25,943  03 

4.  General  supplies 3,581  98 

5.  Farm  and  garden 3,887  44 

6.  Clothing 4,763  22 

7.  Furniture  and  furnishings 4,713  19 

8.  Transportation  of  inmates 47  51 

9.  Fuel  and  light 12,290  64 

10.  Ordinary  repairs  and  shops 7,793  23 

11.  Medical  supplies 747  34 
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i2.  Miscellaneous $6,056  86 

18.  Industries 87  50 

14.  Lawns,  roadfl  and  grounds 560  78 

Total  expense  for  tbe  fiscal  year $122,2'80  82 

Balancein  bank  October  1,  1915 8,884  62 

Amount  forwarded  to  (State  Treasurer  and  not  re^ 

turned 16,090  41 

Total ,    $146,755  85 

ASSBTS 

Cash  onband  October  1,  1915 $8,384  62 

Due  from  counties 1,449  04 

Due  from  pay  cases 25  00 

Due  from  unexpended  appropriations : 

Special 10,994  71 

Maintenance 550  OO 

Total $21,408  87 


Schedule  of  Special  Appbopbiations 

Balance        Appro-  Balance 

Oct.  1,         priated  Expended  Sept.  30, 

1914  1915  1915  1915 

Chapter  791,  Law8  1913: 

Repairs  and  equipment  "  E  "      $207  94  $207  77  


lapsed        17 

Chapter  521,  Law8  1914: 
Extraordinary   repairs   and 

new  equipment ' 2  27  $2  27 

Chapter  547,  Law8  1*912: 
Repairs  and  equipment 2  41  lapsed    2  4-1 

Chapter  530,  Laws  1912: 
Light  plant  04  lapsed        04 

Chapter  790,  Laws  1913: 

Kitchen  equipment 11'  12  11  12 

Extraordinary     repairs, 

equipment    and    furnish- 
ings    09  15  €8  01 

lapsed        54 
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Balance         Appro-  Balance 

Oct,l,  priated  Expended         Sept.  30, 

1914  1915  1915  1915 

Chapter  726,  Latoa  1916: 

Cattle   and   renovate    farm 

boildingB $5,000  00  $945  94      $4,054  06 

Wiring    superintendent's 

house 600  00  598  81  1  19 

Chapter  727,  Laws  1916: 
Improyement     to     heating 

system 6,000  00  6,000  00 

Total $292  93     $11,600  00       $1,835  41     $10,067  52 

O.  H.  OOBB, 

Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 


To  the  Board  of  Mwnagers: 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Syracuse 
State  Institution  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  191-5 : 

Admissions  ai^d  Dischabges 

A'pplications  on  file  October  1,  1914 63 

Since  received 158 

221 
Admitted 49 

Rejected 64 

Blind 1 

•Crippled 7 

Epileptic 7 

Under  age 6 

Over  age  8 

Low  grade 34 

Not  feebl«-minded 1 

Reached  age  limit 16 

Provided  for  elsewhere 4 

Applications  on  file  October  1,  1915 88 


221 


The  discharges  for  the  year  number  2'9 ;  7  were  removed  by  rela- 
tives, 2  were  discharged  as  norm<al,  10  transferred  to  county  homes 
to  make  room  for  younger  children,  1  boy  was  discharged  as  capa- 
ble of  self-support,  and  1  who  eloped  has  not  been  heard  from. 
The  transfers  to  other  institutions  include  3  to  Oraig  Colony,  2  to 
the  Rome  -State  Custodial  Asylum,  1  to  the  Newark  State  Custo- 
dial Asylum,  and  2  to  State  hospitals  for  the  insane. 
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Enrolment 

Boys 

Present  at  beginning  of  year 289 

Absent  on  vacation 9 

Since  admitted 24 

Total  for  the  year 322 

Discharged 18 

Died 2 

Present  at  close  of  year 286 

Absent  on  vacation 16 

Total  on  the  rolls 302 

Average  daily  attendance 293 

Per  Capita 

1914 

Salaries  and  wages 91.196 

Provisions 33.328 

General  supplies 6.047 

Farm  and  garden 13.998 

Clothing 9.905 

Furniture  and  furnishings 3.154 

Transportation  of  inmates .043 

Fuel  and  light 20.112 

Ordinary  repairs  and  shops 11.936 

Medical  supplies 1.305 

Miscellaneous  (school  and  administration)  . .  8.975 

Industries .118 

Lawns,  roads  and  grounds .177 


200.289 


Girb 

Total 

299 

588 

5 

14 

25 

49 

329 

651 

11 

29 

3 

5 

313 

599 

2 

18 

315 

617 

302 

595 

1915 

87.186 

43 . 616 

* 

6.022 

1 

6.535 

8.00« 

» 

7.923 

> 

.079 

» 

20.663 

13.102 

1.256 

10.182 

► 

.063 

f 

.942 

205.577 

Total  cost  of  maintenance  $122,280.82.  Deducting  miscella- 
neous receipts,  $16,090.41,  forwarded  to  State  Treasurer  and  not 
returned,  the  net  per  capita  cost  to  the  State  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1915,  was  $178.53  per  annum,  $3.43  per  week. 
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Administration 

There  has  been  no  radical  change  in  personnel  or  methods.  Vacan- 
cies have  occurred  in  only  two  of  the  administrative  positions. 
Owing  to  the  meagre  salary  and  the  inability  of  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  to  certify  acceptable  candidates,  the  institution  has 
been  without  a  physician  for  six  months.  The  Salary  Classification 
Commission  has  been  requested  to  remedy  this  condition.  Many 
minor  improvements  have  occurred,  such  as  the  monthly  issue  of 
industrial  supplies  and  clothing,  removal  of  the  younger  low  grade 
boys,  leaving  the  south  wing  dormitory  for  girls  only,  and  the 
provision  of  generous  supplies  of  clothing,  household  stores  and 
new  furniture. 

The  surplus  from  the  garden  this  year  made  it  possible  to  pre- 
serve 10,000  quarts  of  fruit  and  vegetables.  For  this  work  ou!r 
kitchen  proved  wholly  inadequate  and  recourse  was  had  to  the 
erection  and  equipment  of  a  canning  plant.  After  many  delays 
this  went  into  commission  near  the  end  of  the  canning  season.  In 
future  we  shall  preserve  practically  all  required  canned  goods. 

The  dietary  was  embarrassed  by  the  loss  of  the  generous  milk 
supply  from-  the  farm,  which,  on  account  of  the  cost,  could  be 
made  up  only  partially  by  the  purchase  of  milk.  From  time  to 
time  the  dietitian  has  worked  out  the  dietary  according  to  caloric 
values  and  the  percentage  of  protein.  The  result  of  sudi  an 
analysis  appears  in  the  appendix. 

On  March  12th  the  entire  herd  of  fifty-seven  grade  Holstein 
cattle  was  slaughtered  because  of  foot  and  mouth  disease.  This 
herd,  considered  one  of  the  best  of  its  kind  in  the  State,  has  been 
improved  by  restored  bulls  for  twenty-five  years,  during  which 
time  only  the  poorest  individuals  were  disposed  of,  and  was  •pro- 
ducing from  thirty-two  milkers  more  than  600  quarts  a  day. 
Eighty  swine  not  infected  were  butchered  for  institution  use. 

Repairs  and  Betterments 

Besides  a  large  amount  of  labor  and  material  expended  upon 
repairs  and  minor  alterations,  a  hen  house  20  by  60  feet  was 
erected  at  Fairmount  and  a  canning  plant  20  by  30  feet  was  built 
/ind  equipped  at  the  institution.  Items  of  new  equipment  were 
fifty  beds  and  furnishings,  furniture  for  ofiicers'  rooms,  six  power 
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and  ten  foot  sewing  machines,  refrigerators  for  several  buildings 
and  a  eix-inch  pipe  cutting  machine.  Painting  the  woodwork  of 
the  institution  buildings,  begun  last  year^  was  completed,  and  at 
Fairmount  two  of  the  boys  painted  the  farm  buildings. 

With  a  part  of  the  appropriation  for  renovation  of  buildings  and 
restocking  the  farm,  the  feed  room  and  quarters  for  young  stock 
were  remodeled  and  a  few  cattle  and  erwine  bought. 

Health 

In  spite  of  the  absence  of  a  physician  for  the  last  six  months 
the  health  of  the  institution  has  been  excellent.  Except  seven  cases 
of  measles  and  several  diphtheria  carriers,  there  was  no  contagious 
disease.  The  children  again  were  inoculated  against  typhoid, 
which  appeared  only  in  an  unprotected  employee  at  Fairmount. 
Of  the  five  deaths  two  were  from  tuberculosis. 

The  School 

Owing  to  lack  of  space  no  new  industries  were  introduced.  A 
boy  who  h^ad  had  change  of  the  manual  room  was  discharged  as  an 
inmate  and  given  a  place  on  the  payroll.  Under  his  direction,  be- 
sides caning  112  chaars,  this  department  produced  95  mattresses, 
144  pillows  and  968  yards  of  toweling. 

Besides  the  usual  weekly  movies  and  dances,  the  holidays  were 
suitably  observed  and  all  the  children  enjoyed  sleighrides,  trolley 
rides  and  a  day  at  the  State  Fair.  During  the  summer  Miss 
Dunlap,  Vassar  1915  directed  the  games  and  recreation. 

In  the  vacation  period  Miss  Liggett,  a  pupil  of  Dr.  G,  M. 
Whipple,  retested  360  of  the  school  children.  Allowing  a  margin 
of  three  points  for  ipossible  error,  eighty-six  showed  gain  and  six 
iretardation.    A  third  test  will  be  given  next  summer. 

In  the  hands  of  an  experienced  observer  the  Binet  Simon  tests 
make  a  valuable  instrument,  but  to  tell  tiie  whole  story  would 
!require  adequate  tests  for  will  power,  judgment  and  emotional 
stability,  which  at  present  do  not  exist.  Some  of  our  children  have 
mental  capacity  equal  to  that  of  hundreds  of  women  in  domestic 
and  industrial  work  or  men  classed  as  unskilled  laborers,  but  fail 
because  they  lack  the  other  essential  qualities. 

0.  H.  COBB, 

Superintendent. 
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APPENDIX 
MovKMKNT  or  Population  by  Counties 
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Onmge 

OrleaiDB 

Oswego 
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Bockland 
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Pmrn , , .  . .  * 416 

Pi  riTVM  cU9inm  #«#««#«#«#«»#»•••..*• 552 

f^rrm  j^Iy  »nd  cotitwrve 803 

F'iffplftnt  fjarmftd  «nd  pr«»rved 828 

Hmnphfrrim  .  . 5% 

mWlWrWTTlfi*  ««  #   r#*» #.. 100 

^ffiwrWry  jam 64% 


5,003 


V160KTABX.S8   CaKNED 

Qnarts 

B«in« 1,878 

Beoto 187 

OftnliflowflfT 88 

DiMfinnWB 82 

Oom 2,580 

Poftn 79 

I'irklfm 244 
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Quarts 

Suoootaflh 52 

Osioius 45 

Tamatoes 528 


5,158 

Sewing  Depabtment 

Apponfl 168 

Bibfl 649 

Caps,  khiaki 65 

Coats,  khaki 642 

Drawers 219 

Dresses 785 

Handkerchiefs 3,130 

Laundry  bags 47 

Mats,  coir 17 

Mattress  ticks 130 

Mittens 63 

Napkins,  table 72 

Neckties 150 

Night  shirts  and  dresses 60P 

Overalls 892 

Pillowcases 1,229 

Sheets 537 

Shirts 215 

Skirts,  under 361 

Socks 1,176 

Stockings,  pairs 1,356 

Stookii^,  refooted,  pairs 1,225 

Towels 2,823 

Tray  doths 61 

Underwaists 364 

WaistB,  boys' 234 
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ASALYSIS  OF  DiETAKT JuXE,  1915 

For  280  Younger  Chiij>rex 


PoCat 


Milk 
M 


Ffeorl 
Brmd.. 
Jam. . . 


MBk 

St^v.  G... 

CxtroDiMiee 

8aliaiid 


BREAKFAST 

Amopnt 

Oiains 

Pkt>Cein 

Fat 

CartMK 

hydrmtea 

Calories 

Rolled  of 

Svivo 

12    lbs. 

1!  nl9. 

5  lbs. 
57    Iba. 

2i  lb*. 

li  lbs. 
24    oil. 

4.53ft 

9.12S 

2.268 
25.8^.20 

1.020. ISO 
907.2 
23.400 

757  512 
219.  OSS 

331.128 



1 

3.002  S32        18.021.528 
6.326  IS9        25.181.111 

floffar.  C   .  ,  ,    . 

2. 15*. to  •       S. 618. 40 

Bfwd 

2.401  533 

lo.taue 

310.262 
867  51 

I3.625.6d        66.913  257 

Batter           ...... 

7.S48.414 

...        ..... 

Coffee 

Milk 

772.20 

936 

i.lTO         1 

16.198.8 

DINNER 


«  •  •  •  • 


301  Ib3.  1 

21 

lb*. 

70 

lbs. 

M 

U». 

40 

Qt«. 

M 

lbs. 

5i  1b^.  1 

12 

lbs. 

1  lb.    1 

13.834  80 

9.535.60 
31.752 

29.030.4 
39.000 

2.608.20 

2.381 

5.443.20 
.80 


2.711 
1,066 


62 
867 


58 

lbs. 

12 

Iba. 

57 

lbs. 

12 

qt*. 

2i 

lbs. 

U 

lbs. 

34 

6 

sr 

20 

qte. 

>  •   *  • 

28.306 
9.525.60 
25.855  20 
10.866  40 
1.020.60 
567 
33.150 
2.268 
923  42 
947.50 


698  544 
377.395 
1.287 

62  59i^\ 
219. OSh  I 
506  217 
2.26S 

SUPPER 

578.79 

1.066.86 

2.40I.53 

65.31 


1.093.95 
'92!34 


,563.332 
95  256 
31  752 

58.068 
,560 


45  246 

65  318 

192.780 


7.134  67 

5.M2  36 

2.351.46 

1.950 

1.S07.48 

1.799  57 

2.868.56 


9.053.246 


26.308  I  4.810.81 

95.256      7.134.67 

310.26      13.625  69 

9.19S  90 

867.51 


10.20 


1.326 


1.657.50 
2.26S 


277.02     |14.413  S2 


I 


24.916  47 

S3. 663. 47 

26.449  40 

11.4S7.9T 

26.96S 

7.480.31 

8.4A5.87 

14.067 

1.744.00 


21.015.23 
12.824.01 
66.913.28 
37.056.90 
7.848.41 

22;939!86 

9.072 
60.507.88 


533.065.570 


Tlie  per  cent  caloriei  furnished  by  protein  is  14,  and  the  number  of  calories  per 

eap^U  per  diem  2,009.59. 

*  For  (VaTT  and  white  aaoee. 
t  For  podrnng  and  white  aauce. 

I  For  poddinc- 
I  For 
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REPORT  OF  HEAD  TEACHER 


Boyt           GMi  Total 

In  school  during  the  year 137       160  297 

Kindergarten  classes 45         44  89 

In  grades  I  and  II 73         62  135 

In  grades  III  and  IV 17         23  40 

In  grade  V 5         10  16 

Basketry 12       .18  30 

Chair  caning 18           0  18 

Cooking 0         68  68 

Dressmaking 0         15  15 

Instructed  in  music 54         64  118 

Irondng  class 0         62  62 

Knitting  room 0         15  15 

Mattress  making 12           0  12 

Mending  class 0         60  60 

Sewing  class 83         98  181 

Sloyd 56          0  56 

Tailor  shop 8           0  8 

Weaving 14           9  23 

■^^^^^^^^^k^B                   ^^i^^^m^^mi^^  ^^^^^^^^t^^mm 

Manual  Depabtment 

Bags,  netted 25 

Chairs,  caned 112 

Covefrs,  bureau   14 

Curtains,  hemstitched 22 

Cushions 6 

Doilies 12 

Footstools,  caned * 8 

Handkerchiefs 358 

Mattresses,  new 95 

Mattresses,  retufted 186 

Petticoats,  hand-made 5 

Pillows,  new 144 

Pillows,  renovated 44 
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RugB,  rag 95 

Rugs,  wool 9 

Slippere,  bedroom  (padre) 38 

ToweUng  (yards)   968 

Washcloths,  crocheted 96 

Waahdoths,  knitted 32 

Sloyd 

Baskets,  scrap,  mission 2 

Benches,  new 8 

Bendies,  work,  repaired 7 

Boxes 27 

Carving,  pieces 5 

Chairs,  mission 3 

Checkerboards 2 

Circles 60 

Cupboards,  repaired 2 

Desks 2 

Diamonds 60 

Frames,  picture 8 

Furniture,  doll,  set 1 

Holders,  wiuskbroom 6 

Hubs  and  hub  sticks 7 

Hulls,  toy  boat 5 

Kites 10 

Knives,  paper 10 

Lo(Hn,  towd 1 

Openers,  letter 10 

Oblongs 60 

Rack,  five-shelf 1 

Racks,  sink 4 

Racks.  toolhlHru^ 6 

Racks,  umbrella 2 

Rack,  wan 1 

Rules,  six-inch 11 

Scalce 9 

Screens,  three-leaf 3 

SSiarpeners,  pucil  • 10 

Shelves 15 


• 
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Squares 60 

Stands,  plant 2 

Sticks,  plant 11 

Stools,  foot 6 

Stools,  shop 2 

Tables,  library 2 

TaWe,  pool 1 

Tops ; V 10 

Triangles 60 

Windmills 7 

HospiTAii  Recced  of  Diseases  Tbeated 

Anaemia 1 

Aphonia 1 

Appendicitis 1 

Autointoxication 2 

Bronchitis 9 

Bursitis 2 

Conjunctivitis 8 

OoniBtipation 4 

Diarrhoea 8 

Dislocation 2 

Dysentery 1 

Eczema 8 

Enteritis 1 

Epilepsy 5 

Epistaxis 2 

Erysipelas 1 

Excoriated  feet 2 

Fractures 8 

Grippe 17 

Haemorrhoids 7 

Heat  prostration 1 

Hysteria 2 

Indigestion 50 

Ingrowing  nail 1 

Infections,  pyogenic 40 

Injuries,  minor 27 

Jaundice 1 
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Keratitifi  ...  .  • »  4 

Laryngitis •. 1 

Lues 1 

Malaria 1 

Malingerer , 3 

Measles 7 

Neurasthenia • 1 

Oedema  of  lungs 1 

Otitis 9 

Paralysis * , 1 

Pleurisy 1 

Pharyngitis 16 

Pneumonia 1 

Poisoning,  ivy 1 

Psoriasis • • 1 

Pterygium • 1 

Rheumatism » 3 

Rotheln 1 

Scabies 12 

Stye 5 

Sunburn  • 5 

Tonsillitis 46 

Torticollis 1 

Tubercular  glands • 1 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 2 

Tubercular  ulcer 1 

Varicose  vein 1 

Operations 

Appendicitis 1 

Haemorrhoids 2 

Infected  hand 1 

Tonsils 2 

Causes  of  Death 

Cancer 1 

Epilepsy 1 

Endocarditis 1 

Tuberculosis 2 
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REPORT  OF  THE  STEWARD 


FiEij>  Cbops 

Hay,  Orain,  8iruw 

Com,  1431^  bnshela. $&8  01 

Hay,  alfalfa,  138  tons 2,484  OO 

Hay,  timothy,  3  tons 57  00 

Oats,  834.66  bushels 417  26 

Straw,  46  tons 460  00 

Wheat,  206.83  bushels 212  06 

Fodder 

Alfalfa,  green,  8  tons 68  00 

Corn  fodder,  8  tons 28  00 

Carrots,  6  bushels 2  40 

Cabbage,  2  tons,  7  cwt 8  50 

Corn,  shelled,  32  7/10  bushels 27  80 

Com  silage,  141  tons 493  50 

Mangel  wurtzels,  800  bushels 200  00 

Rye,  12  bushels 9  00 

■  ■ 

Value  of  field  crops $4,565  55 

Potatoes 
Potatoes,  2,896.50  bushels $1,459  43 

Gabden  Pbodttcts 

Asparagus,  660.75  pounds $79  29 

Beans,  string,  9,861.5  pounds. 198  57 

Beans,  lima,  372  pounds 16  66 

Beets,  350.3  bushek 175  17 

Beet  greens,  2,998.5  pounds 69  97 

Ca:rrote,  242.03  bushels 90  89 

Cabbage,  291.735  cwt 176  07 
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Chard,  Swiss,  1,097  pounds $21  94 

Cress,  water,  45  quarts 90 

Celery,  2,417.5  paurnds 120  87 

Cauliflower,  9.4075  cwt 21  88 

Chives,  3.25  pounds 17 

Com,  sweet,  519.25  cwt 519  25 

Cucumbers,  1,2'55.7'5  pounds 25  12 

Egg  plant,  28.5  pounds 1  43 

Horseradish,  45.5  pounds 1  82 

Lettuce,  3,805.75  pounds 285  10 

Mint,  15%  pounds 1  57 

Onions,  122.59  bushels 119  89 

Oyster  plant,  2,119.25  pounds 42  39 

Ondons,  green,  2,684.75  pounds 53  69 

Parsnips,  5,696.25  pounds 84  54 

Parsley,  19.5  pounds 99 

Peppers,  green,  15.5  pounds 62 

Peppers,  red,  12.75  pounds 42 

Peas,  green,  2,615.75  pounds 39  23 

Pumpkins,  1  1/40  ton 5  12 

Radish,  856.25  pounds 21  41 

Sage,  8.25  pounds 26 

Squash,  summer,  15.19  cwt 15  19 

Squash,  winter,  62.075  cwt 62  08 

Spinach,  1,601  pounds 56  05 

Sauerkraut,  2,381.25  pounds 47  62 

Syrup,  maple,  1%  gallons 1  75 

Tomatoes,  17,292.75  pounds 218  02 

Turnips,  8579.5  pounds 85  81 

Value  of  garden  products $2,659  20 

Fbuit  Peoducts 

. 

Apples,  eating,  366%  bushels $274  97 

Apples,  crab,  55  bushels 41  25 

Apples,  cider,  14  bushels 3  50 

Barberries,  18  quarts 1  80 

Citron,  green,  1,489.5  pounds 71  97 
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Cherries,  1,854  quarts $148  32 

Outrrants,  316  quarts 26  28 

Grapes,  989  ponndfl 24  73 

Prmies,  2.5  bushels 2  50 

Fears,  5.5  bushels 5  50 

Plums,  159.75  bushels 159  75 

Melons,  musk,  72*  pounds 2  88 

EaspberrioB,  red,  169  quarts 20  28 

BaspberrioB,  black,  16  quarts 1  60 

Ehubarb,  4,601.25  pounds 92  02 

Strawberries,  1,314  quaarts 106  12 

Value  of  fruit  products $981  47 

M11.K 
Milk,  70,418  quarts $2,992  56 

Meats 

Beef,  564.5  pounds $56  45 

Pork,  fresh,  4,714.5  pounds 665  74 

Veal,  267.5  pounds 82  10 

Value  of  meat  products $664  29 

P0TJ1.TBY 

Ohicken,  1,037.26  pounds $196  29 

Duck,  6.76  pounds 1  04 

Eggs,  2,808  ^  dozens 696  58 

Value  of  poultry  products $893  91 

filTMMABY 

Field  crops $4,5-65  55 

Potatoes 1,459  43 

Garden  products 2,659  20 

IVuit  products 981  47 

Milk 2,992  56 

Meats 664  29 

Poultry 898  91 
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State  of  New  York 


No.  26 


IN  ASSEMBLY 


March  19,  1917. 


Sixty-sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Syracuse  State 
Institution  for  Feeble-Minded  Children 


To  the  HonorabU,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  the  sixty-sixth  annual  report  of  the 
Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded 
Children,  including  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Superin- 
tendent which  have  been  submitte^l  to  the  Board  of  Managers  and 

adopted  by  them. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  A.  KELLY, 

President. 


REPORT 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

As  required  by  the  law  establisbing  this  institution,  the  under- 
signed managers  submit  herewith  their  sixty-sixth  annual  report 
covering  the  fiscal  period  of  nine  months  ending  June  30,  1916. 

Nothing  of  striking  interest  has  occurred  to  lend  color  to  this 
narrative.  No  cottages  have  been  erected,  no  farm  colonies  started, 
nor  has  there  been  any  conflagration,  epidemic  or  serious  accident 
among  the  six  hundred  and  Ave  children,  the  largest  attendance, 
by  a  slight  margin,  in  the  history  of  the  institution.  The  failure 
of  the  legislature  in  recent  years  to  provide  for  enlargement  to  a 
capacity  of  2,500,  ad  contemplated,  has  at  least  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  coordinate  thoroughly  the  work  of  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  institution  with  that  of  the  school  and  to  extend  the 
training  as  far  as  present  facilities  permit. 

Discharge  and  probation,  doubly  important  because  of  slow 
movement  of  population  and  insistent  demiand  for  admissions, 
have  received  careful  attention.  Most  of  the  older  boys,  candi- 
dates for  discharge,  live  ait  the  Garden  Cottage  under  light  super- 
vision, work  about  the  garden  and  groimds  or  as  helpers  to  the 
various  mechanics,  and  after  hours  may  go  off  the  property  to  do 
odd  jobs  in  the  neighborhood,  earn  a  little  spending  money  and  in 
general  get  the  feel  of  liberty.  A  boy  abusing  these  privileges  is 
sent  hsuds.  to  the  Boys'  Building  with  its  constant  supervision,  for 
further  development,  or  if  he  seems  unfit  for  the  world,  transferred 
to  the  farm  colony  at  Fairmount.  In  this  way  the  transition  to 
community  life  is  made  without  incident,  and  under  the  present 
unusual  labor  conditions  our  boys  have  been  able  to  procure  well 
paid  work  and,  after  more  or  less  drifting,  at  present  are  work- 
ing steadily.  It  must  be  remembered  that  in  slack  times  defec- 
tives are  the  first  to  be  laid  off  and  the  last  to  be  taken  on,  and  it 
cannot  yet  be  said  that  all  these  boys  will  be  successful,  but  their 
progress  under  the  most  favorable  auspices  is  interesting. 
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The  discharge  of  girls,  however,  is  another  matter ;  only  border 
line  cases  with  a  chance  of  competing  with  normal  children  or 
those  whose  friends  are  able  and  willing  to  provide  permanent 
care  are  sent  out.  In  an  investigation  of  359  children  discharged 
from  the  institution,  October,.  1907^  to  January,  1914,  no  record 
was  received  for  sixty ;  of  the  thirty-two  girls  over  sixteen  found 
living  ovtside  of  institations^  none  weare  ffdf-sappoftmg'.  In  mosu 
casea  probation  is  &  makeshift,  weighing  the  limited  usefulness  of 
the  feeble-minded  in  the  community  and  pecuniary  saving  against 
the  delinquency  of  an  unknown  fraction  and  the  hereditary  factor. 

ALT  A  PEASE-CROUSK. 
WILLIAM  A.  KELLY, 
SL  S.  BOWEls^, 
K  S.  VAN  DUYN, 
E.  K.  BUTLER, 
JOHN  GRIMES, 
W.  W.  CHENEY. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

I  hereby  submit  to  you  a  complete  statement  of  the  financial 

condition  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  the  nine  months 
ending  June  30,  1916: 

Resources  foe  the  Year 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1915 $8^384  62 

State  appropriation,  Chapter  725,  Laws  1915 ....  93,800  00 

Eeceipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils.  .  11,039  29 
Beceipts    from    pay  cases,  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 829  10 

From  sale  of  farm  prodnets 76  76 

From  sale  of  productious  of  shop 38  50 

From  sale  of  old  material 100  13 

Eef und 6  20 

Miscellaneous 22«  40 


Total $114,501  00 


Disbursements 

1.  Officers  and  employees $39,998  14 

3.  Provisions 17,174  98 

4.  General  supplies 3,025  68 

5.  Farm  and  garden 6,047  48 

6.  Clothing 3,865  44 

7.  Furniture  and  furnishings 1,882  00 

8.  Transportation  of  inmates 41  58 

9.  Fuel  and  light 13,082  46 

10.  Ordinary  repairs  and  shops 5,957  66 

11.  Medical  supplies 955  43 

12.  Miscellaneous 6,138  51 


• 
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13.  Industries.  ... $45  00 

14.  Lawns,  roads  and  grounds 107  03 


Total  expense  for  nine  months $98,321  39 

Balance  in  bank  July  1,  1916 3,278  09 

Amount  forwarded  to  Comptroller  and  not  returned        12,901  52 


Total $114,501  00 


Assets 

Cash  on  hand  July  1,  1916 $3,278  09 

Due  from  counties 840  00 

Due  from  unexpended  special  appropriations.  .'. . .  1,177  91 


Total $5,296  00 


Schedule  of  Special  Appbopioations 

Balanoe  Appro-  Balance 

Oct.  1  priated  Expended       June  30, 
1916            1916  1916  1916 

Chapter  521,  Laws  1914: 

Extraordinary    repairs     and    new 

equipment $2  27  $2  27 

Chapter  726,  Laws  1916 : 

Cattle  and  renovate  farm  buildings.     4,054  06 $2,8S4  62      1 ,169  44 

Wiring  superintendent's  house 1  19 1  19 

Chapter  727,  Lam  1915: 
Improvements  to  heating  system.. .  6,000  5  994  99  5  01 

Chapter  646,  Laws  1916: 

Repairs $5,000  5,000 

Reconstruction  of  heating   system 

and  stokers 11,500  00 11,500  00 

Total $10,057  52  $16,500  00    $8,879  61  $17,677  91 


O   H.  COBB, 

""reasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

I  submit  herefwith  my  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Syracuse 
State  Institution  for  the  nine  months  ending  June  30,  1916 : 

Admissions  and  Dischabges 

Applicationfi  on  file  October  1,  1915 88 

Sinoe  received    64 


152 


Admitted 39 

Rejected 14 

Reached  age  limit 1 

Provided  for  elsewhere 5 

Applications  on  file  July  1,  1910 93 

152 


Readmitted 


1 


Discharged  to  counties 6 

Transferred  to  Jf ewark  State  Asvlum 3 

« 

Removed  bv  relatives 11 

Discharged  as  self-supporting 9 

Died 3 

Total  discharges 32 

Enrollment               ,,^^       ^^^  ^,^^ 

Present  October  1,  1915 302       816  617 

Absent  on  vacation 16           2  18 

Since  admitted   13         27  40 

Total 331       344  675 
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Boys  Girls  Total 

Discharged 16  13  29 

Died 3  3 

Present  July  1,  1916 288  323  611 

Abflent  on  vacation 11  3  14 

Total  on  the  rolls 299  826  625 

Average  daOy  atteibdanee 287  318  606 


Nine  boys  after  pn>baition  were  discliarged  as  "self-supporting: 
and  eight  others  were  released  on  probation  during  the  sprinp. 
These  boys  had'  no  difficulty  in  procuring  work  at  two  to  three 
dollars  a  day  and  so  far  have  done  very  well.  Five  girls  and  six 
1x)ys  were  discharged  to  parents  who  seemed  able  and  willing  to 
give  them  permanent  care. 

Aside  from  a  few  cases  of  chickenpox  and  one  of  measles  ther^ 
lias  been  no  contagious  disease.  A  systematic  physical  examination 
of  the  children  was  begim  in  the  spring  and  the  defects  remedied 
so  far  as  possible.  Difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  a  satisfactory  dentist  at  the  salary  allowed.  The 
dietary  ha^  been  carefully  supervised  by  the  housekeeper,  a  gradu- 
ate dietitian. 

The  total  cost  of  maintenance  for  the  nine-month  period  was 
$98,321.39.  The  gross  per  capita  was  $4.16  per  week;  deducting 
miscellaneous  receipts  forwarded  to  the  State  Treasurer  and  not 
returned,  the  net  per  capita  was  $3.64  ]>er  week. 

Among  the  improvements  made  during  the  period  were  the  i«- 
Btallation  of  a  250  H.  P.  boiler  with  stokers  for  burning  soft  coal, 
the  erection  of  an  ice  house,  coal  shed,  and  the  purchase  of  wadi- 
ing  machines  and  other  laundry  equipment.  At  Fairmounit  farm 
seventeen  cows  completed  the  replacement  of  the  old  herd  sUfwgh- 
tered  in  March,  1915,  because  of  foot  and  mouth  disease.  A  new 
incubator  and  several  colony  brooders  were  added.  Hog  cholera, 
ike  first  in  many  years,  carried  off  several  animals. 

The  recent  legislaiture  inaugurated  the  budget  system  in  iriftVTpg 
.■appropriations  for  all  State  departments.  The  appropriation  for 
this  institution  was  subdivided  so  that  each  position  on  the  payroll 
appears    in    the    law    and    maintenance    is    apportioned  among 


schedules  for  food,  fuel  and  light,  supplies,  equipment,  etc.  The 
amount  for  each  purpeee  is  rigidly  fixed  and  no  provi-sion  is  made 
W  draw  on  aaTings  to  meet  the  serious  emergencies  that  arise  fn 
tm  institution  eveary  year. 

Other  legislative  acts  changed  the  ending  of  the  fiscal  year  from 
September  30  to  «fune  30j  included  State  employees  within  the 
pvorisions  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Law,  and  provided 
pensions  for  civil  war  vefceraBS  employed  in  the  institiitions. 

Educational 

"  The  object  of  this  institution  as  established  hj  the  action  of  the 
Legislature  is  to  furnish  the  means  of  education  to  that  portion  of 
tlie  youth  of  the  State  not  provided  for  in  any  of  its  educational  in- 
stitutions and  only  children  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen 
who  are  feeble-minded,  or. so  deficient  in  intelligonce  as  to  be  in- 
capable of  being  educated  at  any  ordinary  school  and  who  are  not 
epileptic,  paralyzed,  helpless,  insane  or  greatly  deformed,  nray  be 
admitted." 

For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1916,  from  a  population  of  six 
hundred  in  the  instrtution,  the  school  comprised  three  hundred  and 
forty-one  pupils.  Of  this  number  some  were  in  sense  training 
classes,  others  doing-  advanced  manual  wtni.  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  children  in  r^^ular  scholastic  work  were  classified  as  follows: 
Kindergarten,  36 ;  first  and  second  grades,  160 ;  third  and  fourth 
grades,  35 ;  fifth  grade,  19.  Chronologioal  ages  vary  between  7 
and  16  years  with  an  average  of  12.9  and  a  mental  average  of  7.8. 
In  many  instances,  mental  inertia  is  responsible  for  a  lower  school 
grading  than  the  mentality  shown  by  the  Binet  tests  would  indicate. 

In  the  moron  group  advancement  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  grade 
ordinarily  is  made  once  in  two  years.  In  the  imbecile  group  a 
slower  progress  is  shown,  pupils  remaining  in  the  same  grade  three 
or  four  years  and  seldom  attaining  more  than  the  second  grada 
At  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  sixteen  children  exhibit  a  restlessness 
which  makes  it  desirable  to  give  them  employment  outside  of 
school. 

The  course  of  study  follows  the  New  York  State  syllabus  in 
reading,  writing,  spelling  and  numbers  only.  Language  work  is 
very  elementary;  simple  rules  of  pimctuation  and  capitalization^ 
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correcting  errors  of  speech  and  special  tndning  to  overcome  de- 
fective articalatioo.  Primary  United  Statea  hiatoiy  and  gpog- 
raphv  are  tan^t  in  tlie  fourth  and  fifth  grades.  Fhyaical  trainings 
magic^  folk^  aesthetic  and  social  dancing  have  a  prominent  plaee 
in  the  adiool  Ufa 

Diversified  mannal  training  is,  anphasized  as  tiie  moei  impor- 
tant work  of  the  sdiool  and  every  ciiild  ia  devdoped  to  die  extent 
of  hid  capability.  Boys  are  trained  in  woodworkings  loom  weaving^ 
chair  caning,  mattress  makings  bag  netting,  shoe  repairing  and 
sewing,  graduating  from  school  into  the  various  sh<^  doing  tailor- 
ing, painting,  carpentry,  brush  making,  baking,  gazdming  or 
farming.  Girls  receive  instruction  in  sewing,  knitting,  crochedng, 
embroidery,  carpet  weaving,  basketry,  hand  machine  knitting, 
ironing,  cocking  and  serving,  later  working  in  the  kitdiens  and 
dining  Tooms^,  laundry,  dress  making  department  or  at  general 
work  around  the  institution. 

I>ue  to  the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  institation  it  is  pos- 
sible to  receive  only  a  very  limited  number  of  those  who  apply. 
It  ia  therefore  necessary  and  in  some  ways  desirable  that  those 
children  who  have  good  home  surroundings  and  no  delinquent  ten 
dencies  be  cared  for  in  special  classes  of  the  public  schools,  send' 
ing  to  the  institution  only  the  most  urgent  cases. 

O.  H.  COBB, 
Superintendent. 
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APPENDIX 


Albany.  .  .. 
Allegany.  .  . 

Bronx 

Brooma  .  .  . 
Cattaraugua 
Cayuga.  .  .  . 
Chautauqua 
Chernung.  .  . 
Chenango.  .  . 
Clinton.  .  .  . 
Columbia.  ... 
Cortland.  .  . 
Delaware .  . . 
Dutche68. . . , 

Erie 

Essex 

Franklin*  .  . 
Fulton.  .  .  . 
Genesee.  .  .  . 
Greene.  .  .  . 
HamLlton.  .  . 
Herkimer.  . . 
Jefferson.  .  . 
Kings.  .... 
Lewis.  .... 
Livingston.  . 
Madison.  .  . 
Monroe. .  .  . 
Montgomery. 
Nassau. .  .  . 
New  York.  . 
Niagara  .  .  . 
Oneida*  .  .  . 
Onondaga.  . . 


ULATION 

BY  Counties 

Knrolled 
Oct.  1,  1915 

Knrollnl 
Admitted  Disoharged  July  1, 1S16 

10 

1 

0 

11 

10 

0 

1 

9 

5 

0 

0 

5 

9 

0 

0 

9 

5 

0 

0 

5 

9 

0 

0 

9 

7 

0 

0 

7 

12 
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0 

12 

4 

0 

0 

4 

3 

•0 

0 

3 

14 

0 

0 

14 

1 

1 

0 

2 

7 

0 

1 

6 

14 

0 

1 

18 

49 

3 

4 

48 

5 

0 

0 

5 

1 

1 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

3 

19 

0 

0 

19 

27 

7 

3 

31 

5 

0 

1 

4 

2 

0 

0 

2 

5 

0 

0 

5 

30 

1 

2 

29 

7 

0 

0 

7 

3 

1 

0 

4 

107 

14 

8 

113 

6 

1 

0 

7 

22 

0 

0 

22 

33 

2 

3 

32 
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Appendicitis 1 

Autointoxication i 

feonchitis » 23 

Cellulitis  of  foot 1 

Qiickenpox 8 

Chilblains. 2 

Conjunctivitis. 3 

Constipation 1 

Croup 2 

Dennatitia 2 

Diarrhoea, 1 

Diphtheria,  carrier 1 

Dislocation 1 

Earache. 3 

Eczema, 2 

Epilepsy 6 

!^istaxis 2 

Erythema,  multiforme. 1 

Excoriated  feet 6 

Fever,  rheumatic 1 

Flat  foot 1 

Fractura 2 

Frontal  sinusitis. 1 

Furuncle. 6 

Gangrene  of  lungs 1 

Grip. 18 

Headaeha 1 

Hemorrhoids 4 

Hysteria J 

Ichthyosis. 2 

Indigestion 22 

Injury,  minor 17 

Impeded  circulation 1 

Infection 10 

Keratitis,  interstitial 1 

Laryngitis 13 

Malingering 6 

Marasmus 2 
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Maatoiditis 2 

Measles 1 

Neuralgia. 1 

Otitis,  externa 2 

Otitis,  media 5 

Paronychia, 1 

Rheumatisin 1 

Bhus  toxicodendron 2 

Rotheln 1 

Ruptura 1 

Scabies. 5 

Scpoflula, 1 

»Stonebruise 1 

Stomatitis. 2 

Sty : ; 7 

Tonsillitis. 47 

Toothache. 3 

TortiooUis 1 

Tubercular  glands. 2 

Tuberculosis,  generalized 1 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 1 

Turbinate,  hypertrophied 1 

Ulcer,  corneal 1 

T'^'rticaria* 2 

Operations 

Hernia 1 

Hydrocele.  ,  ,  , 2 

Tonsileotomy 19 

Deaths 

Gangrene  of  lungs 1 

Status  epilepticus. 1 

Tuberculosis,  generalized 1 
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REPORT  OF  HEAD  TEACHER 

Boys  Girls  Total 

In  school  during  the  year 144  197  341 

Keceived  kindei^arten  training 43  57  100 

In  grades  I  and  II 80  80  160 

In  grades  III  and  IV 14  21  35 

In  grade  V 11  8  19 

Instructed  in  music 41  44  85 

Sloyd  class   64  .  .  54 

Dressmaking . .  19  19 

Tailorshop. 5  . .  5 

Knitting  room .  .  16  16 

Mending  class . .  60  60 

Ironing  class . .  58  58 

Weaving  class 14  5  19 

Sewing  class 96  95  191 

Basketry 7  17  24 

Chair  caning 14  . .  14 

Mattress  making 6  .  .  6 

Cooking 73  73 


Abtigles  Made  in  Manual  Training  Departments 

Bags,  netted 49 

Bureau  covers. 16 

Bedroom  slippers^  pairs 28 

Buffet  scarf 1 

Cushions. 4 

Chairs,  caned 73 

Doilies 12 

Dish  cloths 8 

Hammocks,  netted 14 

Handkerchiefs,  large 75 

Handkerchiefs,  small 252 

Knee  pads 84 

Lunch  clodis 4 

Mattresses 126 
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MATRON'S  REPORT 


• 

Sewing  Depabtment 

Aprons 121 

Bib8 282 

Caps 107 

Coats,  khaki 343 

Coaits,  surgeon's 12 

Drawere 146 

Dreefies 481 

Dusitere 234 

Handkerchiefs 2159 

Laundry  hags ,. 6 

Mats>  Coir 88 

Mattress  ticks 91 

Mittenfl 291 

Napkins,  table 60 

Napkins,  sanitaiy 189 

Nightshirts  and  dresses 518 

Overalls 681 

Pillowcases 947 

Pillowticks 48 

Sheets 744 

Shirts 174 

Skirts,  under * 290 

Socks,  pairs 417 

Stand  covers 83 

Stockings,  pairs 1252 

Stockings,  refooted 1536 

Towels 2174 

TJnderwaists 314 

Waists,  boys 131 

Wash  cloths 163 
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REPORT  OF  THE  STEWARD 


Field  Crops 

Hay,  Orain,  Straw 

Com,  418.58  buaihels $355  79 

Hay,  alfalfa,  96.75  tons 1,741  50 

Hay,  clover,  2  tons 14  00 

Hay,  mixed,  4  tons 60  00 

Hay,  timothy,  13  tons 247  00 

Oats,  1,646  bushels 773  62 

Straw,  32  tons 448  00 

Wheat,  127  1/3  bushels 127  33 

Fodder 

Cabbage,  3  tons,  63.5  cwt 74  10 

Carrots,  10  bushels 4  00 

Com,  silage,  123.25  tons • 431  38 

Mangel  ^vurtzel,  91  bushels 22  75 

Value  of  field  crops $4,299  47 

Potatoes 
Potatoes,  1,407.5  bushels $1,407  60 

Garden  Products 

Asparagus,  676.25  poimds $81  15 

Beans,  green,  lima,  441.5  pounds 26  49 

Beets,  117.25  pounds 58  63 

Beet  greens,  346.5  pounds 6  93 

Brussel  sprouts,  76  pounds 6  08 

Cabbage,  365.98  cwt 219  59 

Carrots,  199  bushels 79  60 

Cauliflower  2.17  ewt 8  68 

Celery,  5,461.75  pounds 273  09 

Com,  sweet,  34.28  cwt 34  28 

Cress,  water,  2  quarts 04 
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Horseradish,   136  pound«» $5  44                                       ' 

LertJtuce,*  3,519.25  poundB 246  35                                     ; 

Mint,  20.75  pounds 1  04 

Onions,  92.25  bushels 92  25 

Onions,  green,  1,752.75  pounds 35  06                                     i 

Oyster  plants  578  pounds 17  34                                     * 

Parsley,  5.375  pounds 27                                     | 

Parsnips,  7,225.5  pounds 108  38                                    ; 

Peppers,  red,  3  pounds 15 

Pumpkin,  1  3/20  tans 5  75 

Radis^h,  1,587  pounds 39  68                                     I 

Spinacih,  1,245.5  pounds 43  59 

Squash,  winter,  7.95  cwt 7  95 

Tomaftoes,  3,069.5  pounds. 30  70 

Turnips,  1,137.5  pounds 11.38 

<  II. 

Value  of  garden  products •  $1,439  8fl 

Fetjit  Pboducts 

Apples,  eating,  378.5  bushels $283  88 

Cherries,  125  quarts 10  00 

Melons,  musk,  9  pounds 36 

Pears,  7.5  bushels 7  50 

Quince,  .25  bushels 25 

Rhubarb,  820.25  pounds 16  41 

Strawberries,  354  quarts 28  32 

Value  of  fruit  products $346  72 

Milk 
Milk,  96,731  quarts $4,352  90 

Meats 

Beef,  1,  810  pounds $181  00 

Pork,  fresh,  233  pounds 27  96 

Veal,   176  pounds 26  40 

Value  of  meat  products $235  86 
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Chicken,  1,180.5  pounds $214  80 

Duck,  78.5  poimdfl 14  92 

Eggs,  2,071  2/8  dozen 621  50 

Value  of  poultry  products $851  22 


Summary 

Keld  crops $4,299  47 

Potatoes 1,407  50 

Gurden  products 1,439  89 

Fhrit  products 346  72 

Milk 4,352  90 

Meats 235  36 

Pbultry 851  22 

$12,933  06 
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BY-LAWS   OF  THE  SYRACUSE  STATE  INSTITUTION 

FOR  FEEBLE-MINDED  CHILDREN 


Article  I 

The  Mandgers 

The  managers  ahall  have  the  general  direction  and  control  of  all 
the  property  and  oonoems  of  the  institution,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  by  law,  aoid  sihall  take  charge  of  its  general  interests, 
maintain  an  effective  inspection  of  the  affairs  and  management  of 
the  institution  and  see  that  ite  general  dleeigns  be  carried  into 
effect  and  everything  done  faithfully  according  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Legislature  and  the  by-laws,  rules  and  regulajtions  of  the 
iDStiitution.  They  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  their  services 
but  shall  be  allowed  their  actual  and  reasonable  traveling  and 
other  expenses,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the  rendering  of 
their  accounts. 

Article  II 

Meetings  of  the  Board 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  board  shall  be  held  at  the  institution 
on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 

Article  III 

Elections 

At  the  meeting  in  July  every  year  the  officers  of  the  board,  who 
shall  be  a  president,  a  secretary,  a  treasiurer  and  an  executive  com- 
mittee consisting  of  three  of  the  managers,  ahall  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

Article  IV 

Order  of  Business 

At  the  regular  meetings  of  the  board  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows: 

1.  Heading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

2.  Report  of  the  executive  committea 

3.  Reports  of  the  general  committees. 
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4.  Report  of  the  treasurer. 

5.  Report  of  the  superintendent. 

6.  Reports  of  the  special  committees. 

7.  Resolutions. 

* 

8.  Miscellaneous  business. 

Article  V 
The  Executive  Committee 

The  members  of  the  executive  committee  shall  meet  at  the  insti- 
tution on  the  second  Wednesday  of  every  mcAith,  at  such  hour  as 
they  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint.  They  shall  have  the  gen- 
eral charge  of  the  interests  of  the  institution  in  all  matters  which 
may  arise  between  the  meetings  of  the  board;  shall  see  that  all 
resolutions  of  the  managerB  are  promptly  carried  into  effect ;  shall 
record  their  proceedings  in  a  book  prepared  for  that  purpose  and 
kept  in  the  institution  and  present  the  same  at  the  meeting  of  the 
board  and  they  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  delegated 
to  them  by  the  board.  They  ^all  have  the  power  of  calling  extra 
meetings  of  the  board.  They  shall  prepare  the  annual  report  and 
submit  the  same  for  the  approbation  of  the  board. 

Article  VI 
The  General  Committees 

The  general  committees  shall  be  as  follows : 

Treasurer's  accounts,  three  members. 

Buildings  and  grounds,  two  members. 

Farm,  two  members. 

Edueation,  two  members 

Inmates,  two  members 

Employees^  two  members. 

Personal  property  and  inspection,  two  members. 

The  general  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president  an- 
nually in  July  unless  otherwise  specified.  -Each  shall  have  direct 
supervision  over  its  particular  subject  and,  in  case  of  disputed 
jurisdiction,  the  president  shaJl  decide  as  to  which  committee  a 
subject  shall  be  referred.  Each  committee  shall  report  upon  its 
work,  or  upon  any  special  matter  referred  to  it,  to  the  board  of 
managers  and  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  board. 
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Akticle  VII 

The  Secretary 

The  secretary  shall  keep  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
and  record  them  in  a  book  designated  for  that  purpose  and  shall 
perform  such  other  duties  as  the  board  shall  assign  him.  He  shall 
also  notify  the  managers  of  all  meetings  of  the  board. 

Article  YIII 

The  Treasurer 

The  treasurer  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  funds  belonging  to  th? 
institution,  collect  aJl  moneys  due  and  receive  all  appropriations, 
gifts  and  legacies  made  or  bequeathed  to  the  institution  and  de- 
posit the  same  in  some  safe  bank ;  he  shall  pay  all  debts  and  bills 
according  to  the  estimates  approved  by  the  fiscal  supervisor  and 
keep  full  and  accurate  accounts  of  all  his  collections,  receipts  and 
payments.  He  shall  balance  hifi  books  of  account  annually  on  the 
first  day  of  July  and  deliver  to  the  board  a  statement  showing  the 
receipts  and  payments  of  the  past  year. 

Article  IX 
The  Superintendent 

The  superintendent  shall  be  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  in- 
stitution. He  shall  have  the  general  superintendence  of  the  build- 
ings, grounds  and  farm  together  ^vith  Aeir  furniture,  fixtures  and 
stock,  and  the  diirection  and  control  of  all  persons  employed  in  and 
about  same,  subject  to  the  laws  and  regulations  esrt;ablished  by  the 
managers. 

He  shall  have  the  appoinitment  of  his  co-resident  ofiicers,  with 
power  to  assign  them  their  respective  duties,  subject  to  the  by-laws. 
He  shall  employ  such  teadhers,  attendants  and  assistants  as  he  may 
deem  proper  and  neceesaiiy  for  the  economical  and  efficient  carry- 
ing into  eifect  of  the  design  of  the  institution,  prescribe  their  sev- 
eral duties  and  places^  and  may  discharge  any  of  them.  He  shall 
also,  from  time  to  time,  give  such  o«^ers  and  instruotions  as  he 
may  judge  best  calculated  to  induce  good  conduct,  fidelity  and 
economy  in  any  department  of  labor  and  expense  aitd  he  is  authop- 
ized  and  enjoined  to  maintain  salutary  discipline  among  all  who 
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are  employed  by  'the  institution  and  enforce  strict  compliance  with 
such  instructions  and  uniform  obedience  to  all  the  rules  and  refla- 
tions of  the  institution.  He  shall  further  cause  full  records  of  the 
entire  business  and  operations  of  the  institution,  together  with  the 
condition,  and  prospects  of  the  pupils,  to  be  kept  regularly  and  he 
shall  see  that  all  such  accounts  and  reoords  are  fully  made  up  on 
the  first  day  of  July  each  year  and  that  the  principal  facts  and  re- 
sults with  his  report  thereon  be  presented,  to  the  board  annually. 
The  exereiee  of  the  foregoing  powers  shall  be  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  managers,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided. 

He  shall  oonduot  the  official  correspondence  of  the  institution 
and  shall  at  the  time  of  admission  of  any  pupil  into  the  institution, 
enter  in  a  book,  to  be  provided  and  kept  for  liiat  purpose,  a 
minute,  with  date,  of  the  name  and  residence  of  the  pupil  and  of 
the  person  or  persons  upon  whose  application  lie  is  received.  He 
shall  file  and  carefully  preserve  the  application,  commitment  and 
all  other  papers  accompanying  such  pupil.  He  may  make  arrange- 
ments, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  managers,  for  the  support, 
maintenance  and  clothing  of  pupils  admitted  to  the  institution  and 
should  immediately,  upon  the  reception  of  any  State  pupil,  give 
notice  thereof  to  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the 
county  from  which  the  pupil  was  sent.  He  shall  also  give  notice 
of  the  discharge  of  a  pupil  by  the  managers,  to  the  person  and  in 
the  mode  prescribed  by  law  and  shall  see  to  the  removal  and  de- 
livery of  such  discharged  pupil  to  the  proper  county  and  officer. 

He  shall  be  accountable  for  the  careful  keeping  and  economical 
use  of  all  furniture,  stores  and  other  articles  provided  for  the  in- 
stitution and  present  to  the  board  at  its  annual  meeting  a  true  and 
perfect  inventory  of  all  the  personal  property  and  effects  belong- 
ing to  the  institution. 

AltTICLE    X 

Reception  of  Pupils 

The  design  and  objects  of  the  institution,  as  established  by  the 
action  of  the  Legislature,  are  not  of  a  custodial  character  but  to 
furnish  the  means  of  education  to  that  portion  of  the  youth  of  the 
State  not  provided  for  in  any  of  its  other  educational  institutions. 
Those  only,  therefore,  will  be  received  into  the  institution  who  are 
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of  a  proper  school  attending  age  and  for  such  periods  of  time  as 
shall  in  the  estimation  of  the  board  of  managers  suffice  to  impart 
all  the  education  practicable  in  each  particular  case  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  regulations  hereinafter  specified. 

Children  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen,  who  are  feeble- 
minded or  so  deficient  in  intelligence  as  to  be  incapable  of  being 
educated  at  any  ordinary  school  and  who  are  not  epileptic,  para- 
lyzed, helpless,  insane  or  gready  deformed,  may  be  admitted  by 
the  superintendent.  Applications  in  behalf  of  others  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  action  of  the  board  of  managers. 

The  parents  or  next  friends  of  those  in  whose  behalf  applica- 
tions are  made  for  admission  as  pupils  shall  make  answers  in  writ- 
ing to  such  questions  as  the  superinibendent  shall  prescribe.  They 
shall,  moreover,  if  of  sufficient  ability,  engage  to  pay  such  reason- 
able sum  for  the  education  and  support  of  the  pupils  and  to  fur- 
nish them  with  such  proper  clothing  while  in  the  institution  as 
shall  be  stipulated  by  the  superintendent  and  they  shall  in  all  cases 
be  bound  to  receive  them  back  when  required,  free  of  expense  to 
the  institution. 

All  pupils  will  be  received  on  trial  for  one  month  at  the  end  of 
which  time  a  re}>ort  upon  the  case  will  be  made  to  the  parents  or 
parties  sending  them,  if  requested. 

Admissions  to  this  institution  shall  be  through  commitment  fi-om 
the  several  counties  of  the  Stiite  by  the  County  Superintendent  of 
Poor  of  such  counties  or  other  officer  acting  in  that  capacity,  and 
from  the  city  of  New  York  by  the  commissioner  of  public  charities 
of  snch  city  or  his  deputy  designated  for  that  purpose.  Judicial 
cominitment  also  may  be  made  by  the  judge  of  a  court  of  record, 
r'or  each  pupil  not  clothed  by  private  funds  an  annual  charge  of 
twenty  dollars  shall  be  made  against  the  county  from  which  he  is 
committed. 

The  several  counties  and  the  city  of  New  York  shall,  so  far  as 
practicable,  be  entitled  annually  to  the  admission  of  pupils  to  this 
institution  in  the  ratio  which  the  population  of  such  connties  and 
the  city  of  Xew  York,  respectively,  bears  to  the  po]uilation  of  the 
F>tate  as  ascertained  bv  the  last  n^einl  f*ensns. 
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Artici,e  XI 

Plan  of  Instruction 

The  education  furnished  by  the  institution  shall  include  not 
only  the  simpler  elements  of  instruction  taught  in  common  schools, 
where  that  is  practicable,  but  will  comprise  a  course  of  training  in 
the  more  practical  matters  of  every  day  life,  the  cultivation  of 
habits  of  decency,  propriety,  self-control  and  the  development  of 
a  capacity  for  useful  occupation. 

Abticle  XII 
Discharge  of  Pupils 

When  tie  managers  shall  direct  a  State  pupil  to  be  discharged 
from  the  institution,  the  superintendent  thereof  may  return  him  to 
the  county  from  which  he  was  sent  and  the  superintendent  of  the 
poor  of  the  county  shall  audit  and  pay  the  actual  and  reasonable 
expenses  of  such  return.  If  the  superintendent  of  the  poor  n^lect 
or  refuse  to  pay  such  expenses  on  demand  the  treasurer  of  the  insti- 
tution may  pay  the  same  and  charge  the  amount,  with  interest,  to 
the  county  and  the  supervisors  shall  raise  the  amount  so  paid  a? 
other  county  charges. 

By-laws  can  only  be  altered  at  a  reirular  meeting  of  the  board 
bv  a  majority  of  the  whole  board. 
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Sixty-seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Syracuse  State 
Institution  for  Feeble-Minded  Children 


To  the  Honorable^  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

I  transmit  herewith  the  sixty-seventh  annual  report  of  the 
Managers  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded 
Children,  including  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Superin- 
tendent which  have  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Managers 
and  adopted  by  them. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  A.  KELLY, 

President, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

As  required  by  the  law  establishing  this  institution  the  under- 
signed managers  submit  herewith  their  sixty-seventh  annual 
report  covering  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1917. 

During  the  past .  year  evidence  has  not  been  lacking  of  the 
widespread  recognition  of  feeble-mindedness  as  an  important 
cause  of  all  forms  of  social  dependency  and  delinquency,  the 
inadequate  measures  so  far  taken  and  the  determination  of  the 
State  to  assume  its  full  duty  toward  the  thousands  of  feeble- 
minded within  its  boundaries.  The  Hospital  Development  Com- 
mission, in  addition  to  making  further  provision  for  the  insane, 
is  investigating  the  problem  of  the  feeble-minded  with  the  pur- 
pose of  devising  a  plan  for  its  solution,  and  another  important 
measure,  the  Lockwood  Law,  will  provide  special  classes  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  State  for  children  of  retarded  mental 
development. 

A  program  for  the  care  of  the  feeble-minded  should  provide 
for  a  State-wide  census,  including  registration  of  individuals  and 
families  with  criminal  tendencies;  circuit  mental  clinics  with 
psychiatrists  and  field  workers  to  advise  parents,  school  and 
charity  authorities,  to  diagnose  and  to  supervise  admissions  to 
the  institutions;  a  system  of  permanent  parole  suited  to 
the  needs  of  the  feeble-minded;  and  further  institutional  pro- 
vision for  defectives  and  defective  delinquents  requiring  segre- 
gation. Such  a  plan  in  connection  with  special  classes  in  the 
schools  would  keep  the  maximum  number  of  feeble-minded 
children  under  home  care,  send  to  the  institution  all  and  only 
those  with  poor  home  environment  or  anti-social  tendencies  and 
make  possible  the  discharge  from  institutions  of  many  children 
whom  it  is  not  safe  to  send  away  under  present  conditions. 

The  prolongation  of  the  war  and  the  participation  of  the 
United   States  has  in  many  ways  increased  the   difficulties  of 
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administration.  In  a  well  conducted  institution  in  normal  times 
wastage  in  supplies  of  all  kinds  is  reduced  to  a  minimum  and 
the  amount  of  food  needed  is  scientifically  calculated  so  that 
reductions  in  quantity  below  the  usual  narrow  margin  of  safety 
mean  malnutritution.  Although  every  legitimate  economy  is 
being  rigidly  enforced,  the  cost  of  maintenance  will  increase 
proportionately  with  the  general  rise  in  the  cost  of  labor  and  all 
articles  required. 

ALTA  PEASE-CROUSE, 

WILLIAM  A.  KELLY, 

E.  S.  VAN  DUYN, 

W.  W.  CHENEY, 

E.  K.  BUTLER, 

R.  S.  BOWEN, 

JOHN  GRIMES. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

I  hereby  submit  to  you  a  complete  statement  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1917 : 

Resouboes 

Balance  in  bank  July  1,  1916 $3,278  09 

State  appropriation,  Chapter  646,  Laws  of  1916. .  122,930  00 

State  appropriation.  Chapter  809,  Laws  of  1917. .  1,500  00 

State  appropriation.  Chapter  45,  Laws  of  1917. . .  9,350  00 

Receipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pupils. .  3,447  29 

Receipts  from  pay  cases 961  72 

From  sale  of  farm  products 110  19 

From  sale  of  productions  of  shop 60  50 

From  sale  of  old  material 118  43 

Miscellaneous 432  16 

Total $142,188  38 

Disbursements 

1.  OflScers  and  employees $53,601  44 

2.  Food 29,129  39 

3.  Fuel,  light,  power  and  water 12,337  37 

4^5.  Printing  and  advertising 9  59 

6.  Equipment •  9,052  18 

7.  Supplies 12,188  62 

8.  Materials 4,233  34 

10.  Traveling  expenses 499  86 

11.  Communication 735  54 
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12.  Fixed  charges  and  contributions $2,583  20 

13.  General  plant  service 1,397  94 

Total  expense  $125,768  47 

Amount  forwarded  to  Comptroller  and  not  returned  16,419  91 

Total $142,188  38 

Assets 

Due  from  counties $925  77 

Due  from  pay  cases 30  00 

Due  from  unexpended  special  appropriations 14,886  29 

Total $15,842  06 


Schedule  of  Special  Appropkiations 


Cluupter  521.  Laws  1914: 
Extraorcunary  rraaira  and  new  equipment 

Chapter  726.  Laws  1915: 
Cattle,  and  renovate  farm  buildings .... 
Wiring  superintendent's  house 

Chapter  727,  Laws  1915: 
Improvements  to  heating  system 

Chapter  646,  Laws  1916: 

Repairs 

Reconstruction  of  heating  system  and 
stokers 

Chapter  181.  Laws  1917: 
Repairs 


Total. 


Balance 
June  30,  1916 


S2  27 

1,169  44 
1  19 

5  01 

5.000  00 

11.500  00 


$17,677  91 


Appropriated 
1917 


S6.D00  00 


$6,000  00 


Expended 
1917 


♦$2  27 

828  50 
*1  19 

♦6  01 
4.073  66 
3.841  31 

39  68 


$8,791  62 


Balance 
June  30.  1917 


*Ijapsed. 


$340  94 


926  34 
7.658  69 
5.960  32 


$14,886  29 


O.  H.  COBB 

Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Syracuse 
State  Institution  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1917: 

Admissions  and  Dischabges 

Applications  on  file  July  1,  1916 9'3 

Since  received   91 


184 


Admitted 52 

Rejected 19 

Reached  age  limit 9 

Provided  for  elsewhere 4 

Applications  on  file  July  1,  1917 100 

184 


Readmitted 


1 


Discharged  to  counties 21 

Removed  by  relatives 12 

Discharged  as  self-supporting 5 

Died 9 

Total  discharges   47 

Enbollment 

Boys        Girls  Total 

Present  July  1,  1916 288       323  611 

Absent  on  parole 11           3  14 

Since  admitted  12         41  53 

311       367  678 
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Boys  Girls  Total 

Discharged 22  16  38 

Died 3  6  9 

Present  July  1,  1917 251  336  587 

Absent  on  parole 35  9  44 

311  367  678 

Average  daily  attendance 272  326  598 

Total  enrolled  July  1,  1917 286  345  631 


Industrial  conditions  have  been  so  favorable  that  practically 
all  of  the  boys  paroled  or  discharged  have  made  good.  Several 
of  the  younger  and  brighter  children  had  so  improved  that  they 
were  paroled  to  attend  public  schools.  Twenty-one  older  inmates 
were  removed  to  county  homes  to  make  places  for  children  of 
school  aga  No  transfers  could  be  made  to  the  Rome  or  Newark 
institutions. 

The  total  per  capita  expense  of  maintenance  was  $210.44  per 
year,  $4.05  per  week.  Owing  to  increased  cost  of  supplies  the 
Legislature  granted  deficiency  appropriations  amounting  to 
$10,850. 

The  health  of  the  institution  has  been  good.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  twelve  cases  of  chicken  pox  there  was  no  contagious 
disease.  One  inmate,  who  had  been  incompletely  inoculated 
last  summer,  and  two  employees  contracted  typhoid.  From 
August  to  November  the  institution  maintained  a  quarantine 
against  infantile  paralysis.  Of  the  nine  deaths  tuberculosis 
caused  five.  One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  operations  mostly  of 
a  minor  nature,  including  144  to  correct  nose  and  throat  condi- 
tions, were  performed  under  gas-oxygen-ether  anesthesia.  During 
the  summer  months  a  third  year  dental  student  devoted  his  time  to 
the  children's  teeth. 

Increasing  demand  for  labor,  with  a  rising  scale  of  wages, 
made  the  problem  of  employees  more  difficult  than  usual.  One 
boy  who  for  some  time  had  acted  as  an  emergency  attendant  was 
discharged  and  placed  on  the  payroll. 

The  canning  plant  has  proved  its  usefulness.      Operated  by 
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girls  under  the  matron  and  dietitian,  for  periods  of  one  to  five 
days,  as  excess  fruits  and  vegetables  are  received  from  the  farm 
and  garden,  nothing  produced  is  allowed  to  go  to  waste.  Fruits, 
jellies  and  conserves  also  are  preserved  in  glass  at  the  various 
kitchens.  In  spite  of  the  poor  season  2,850  quarts  of  fruit  and 
4,913  quarts  of  vegetables  were  canned.  With  the  first  frost  all 
green  tomatoes  were  gathered  and  used  as  a  base  for  mincemeat. 

With  the  entrance  of  the  country  into  the  war  the  institution 
took  inventory  of  its  resources  for  service  and  when  called  upon 
can  prepare  bandages,  surgical  dressings  and  hospital  supplies, 
manufacture  with  power  machines  large  quantities  of  cloth  pro- 
ducts, and  preserve  at  the  canning  plant  a  substantial  amount  of 
fruit  and  vegetables.  Most  of  the  older,  brighter  boys  have 
already  responded  to  the  demand  for  unskilled  workers  in  the 
community  and,  in  case  of  need,  groups  of  the  younger  children 
under  attendants  could  go  out  to  help  farmers. 

Improvements  during  the  year  include  an  addition  to  the 
garden  cottage  for  men  employees,  mechanical  stokers  for  two 
boilers,  the  conversion  of  the  heating  lines  in  the  girls'  building 
to  the  vacuum  system,  the  installation  of  a  com  cooker,  exhauster, 
capper,  retort  and  cooling  tank  to  complete  the  canning  plant 
equipment;  at  Fairmount  a  drinking  trough  with  Otisco  water 
installed  in  the  pasture  by  the  Semet-Solvay  Company,  several 
colony  hog  houses  and  a  tile  silo. 

O.  H.  COBB,  M.  D., 

Superintendent 
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APPENDIX 


Outlijs^e  of  Training 

Of  State  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded  in  America  this 
alone  is  a  school  exclusively  for  boys  and  girls  of  the  higher 
grades  of  intelligence.  Custodial  care  for  the  less  hopeful  cases 
is  not  a  part  of  the  work. 

The  staff  consists  of  twenty-four  teachers  and  attendant 
teachers.  The  chronological  age  of  the  children  is  seven  to  six- 
teen, average  thirteen;  the  mental  age  is  about  eight.  Advance- 
ment in  the  moron  group  averages  one  grade  in  two  years ;  in  the 
imbecile  group  one  grade  in  three  or  four  years,  few  passing 
beyond  the  second  grade!  Mental  inertia  in  some  cases  is  respon- 
sible for  failure  to  reach  the  grade  indicated  by  the  tests  for 
mental  capacity.  Most  of  the  children  are  in  the  kindergarten, 
first  and  second  grades;  a  few  reach  the  fifth  grade. 

•The  course  of  study  follows  the  New  York  State  syllabus  in 
reading,  writing,  spelling  and  numbers.  Language  work  is  ele- 
mentary: simply  iniles  of  punctuation  and  capitalization,  correc- 
tion of  errors  in  speech  and  special  training  in  articulation. 
Primary  United  States  history  and  geography  are  taught  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  grades.  Manual  training  occupies  at  least  half 
the  school  day  of  each  child.  Boys  are  instructed  in  wood-working, 
loom  weaving,  chair  caning,  mattress  making,  bag  netting,  shoe 
repairing,  sewing,  baking,  gardening  or  farming.  Girls  are 
taught  hand  and  machine  sewing,  knitting,  crocheting,  embroid- 
ery, carpet  weaving,  basketry,  hand  machine  knitting,  ironing, 
cooking  and  serving.  The  younger  children  are  given  special 
sense  and  muscle  training.  These  classes  afford  opportunity  for 
individual  instruction  and  development.  The  school  maintains 
a  band  of  twenty-five  boys  and  an  orchestra  of  twenty  girls. 
Defects  in  posture,  gait  and  physical  development  are  remedied 
by  daily  work  in  the  gymnasium,  supplemented  by  basket  ball, 
indoor  baseball,  folk  and  social  dancing. 
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The  class  period  is  forty-five  minutes;  some  of  the  manual 
training  groups  extend  two  periods.  Classes  in  manual,  mental 
and  physical  work  are  taken  up  in  rotation  to  avoid  the  monotony 
deadly  to  progress. 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  the  school,  to  promote  the  happiness 
of  the  children  and  stimulate  their  mental  processes,  several  even- 
ings each  week  are  devoted  to  basket  ball  games  with  outside 
teams,  moving  pictures  and  social  dances,  the  band  or  orchestra 
furnishing  the  music.  The  various  holidays  are  appropriately 
celebrated  and  victrolas  or  pianos  are  located  in  each  building. 
A  record  of  each  child^s  religion  is  obtained  on  admission  and 
regular  religious  instruction  is  given. 

About  sixteen  years  of  age  the  children  exhibit  a  restlessness 
that  makes  desirable  employment  outside  of  school.  The  girls 
pass  into  the  industrial  department  —  the  sewing  and  knitting 
rooms,  the  kitchen  and  laundry,  working  at  two  or  more  kinds 
of  occupation.  The  boys  become  assistants  to  the  carpenter,  baker, 
meat  cutter,  painter,  steamfitter,  shoemaker  or  gardener.  The 
more  trustworthy,  who  live  in  the  garden  cottage  with  less  super- 
vision, have  opportunities  after  working  hours  to  earn  a  little* 
money  at  odd  jobs  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  institution  and 
acquire  some  knowledge  of  the  outside  world.  At  the  Fairmount 
colony  forty  of  the  older  boys  learn  farming  and  in  the  winter 
make  brushes. 

From  the  garden  cottage  and  Fairmount  many  boys  go  out  on 
parole  to  take  up  farm  or  industrial  work.  A  few  of  the  girls 
also,  upon  the  written  approval  of  the  committing  authority,  are 
discharged  to  families  able  to  provide  permanent  care.  Transfers 
are  made  to  other  institutions  or,  when  this  is  not  possible,  to 
county  homes. 

Movement  of  Population  by  Counties 

Enrolled  Enrolled 

July  July 

1,1916    Admitted    Discharged    1,1917 

Albanv 

Allecranv 

Bronx 

Broome 

Cattaraugus 

Cayuga ' 


11 

1 

2 

10 

9 

0 

1 

8 

5 

0 

0 

5 

9 

1 

0 

10 

5 

0 

0 

5 

9 

0 

0 

9 

16 


Enrolled 

July 

1, 1016 

Chautauqua 7 

Chemung 12 

Cheuango 4 

Clinton 3 

Columbia. 14 

Cortland 2 

Delaware 6 

Dutchess 13 

Erie 48 

Essex 5 

Franklin. 2 

Pulton. 3 

Genesea 2 

Greena 1 

Hamilton 0 

Herkimer 3 

Jefferson 19 

Kings 31 

Lewis 4 

Livingston 2 

Madison. 5 

Monroe 29 

Montgomery 7 

Nassau 4 

New  York  113 

Niagara 7 

Oneida 22 

Onondaga 32 

Ontario 9 

Orange 19 

Orleans 0 

Osfw^o 7 

Otsego 14 

Putnam 2 

Queens 6 

Rensselaer 11 

Richmond. 0 

Rockland 6 
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Admitted 
0 

Discharged 
0 

Enrolled 
July 
1,1917 

7 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6 

1 

1 

13 

2 

4- 

46 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

19 

6 

5 

32 

1 

1 

4 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

28 

0 

0 

7 

1 

0 

5 

22 

11 

124 

1 

2 

6 

0 

0 

22 

4 

3 

33 

0 

2 

7 

2 

4 

17 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

8 

0 

1 

13 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

0 

1 

•      1 

C 

I 
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Enrolled  Enrolled 

July  July 

1,1916    Admitted    Discharged    1,1917 

St.  Lawrence 6  1  0  7 

Saratoga 4  0  0  4 

Schenectady 9  1  1  9 

Schoharie. 4  0  0  4 

Schuyler 2  0  0  2 

Seneca 3  1  0  4 

Steuben 12  0  1  11 

Suffolk 3  0  0  3 

Sullivan 7  0  0  7 

Tioga 4  0  0  4 

Tompkins 4  0  0  4 

Ulster 9  1  1  9 

Warren 4  1  0  5 

Washington 3  0  0  3 

Wayne 2  1  1  2 

Westchester 19  0  2  17 

Wyoming 1  0  0  1 

Yates 7  0  0  7 


625 


53 


47 


631 


Hospital  Recced  cf  Diseases  Treated 

Abrasion 

Abscess 

Anorexia 

Appendicitis. 

Autointoxication 

Bronchitis 

Burn 

Chickenpox 

Conjunctivitis 

Constipation 

Coryza 

Diphtheria 

Dvsraenorrhoea 

Eczema 

2 


2 
4 
1 
6 

28 
5 
2 

12 
2 
3 
1 
2 
3 
2 
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Endocarditis 4 

Enteritis 1 

Epilepsy 7 

Epistaxis 1 

Excoriated  feet 3 

Fistula  in  ano 1 

Furuncle 1 

Goitre 1 

Hemophilia 1 

Hemorrhage,  cerebral   1 

Indigestion 20 

.  Infection 5 

Intestinal  obstruction 1 

Insanity 2 

Keratitis 1 

Lupus  vulgaris  1 

Marasmus 2 

Migraine 2 

Myocarditis 1 

Otitis  media 5 

Paralysis,  Bell's 1 

Peritonitis 1 

Pes  planus 1 

Phimosis 6 

Pneumonia 1 

Poison  ivy   1 

Proctitis 1 

Prolapse  of  rectum 1 

Hash,  urticarial 1 

Retention  of  urine 1 

Rheumatism 3 

Septicaemia 1 

Sinusitis,  frontal 1 

Sprain 3 

Stomatitis 2 

Syphilis 1 

Tonsillitis 3 

Toxaemia 3 

Tuberculosis 6 
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Tubercular  glands 1 

Typhoid 1 

TJlcer 1 

Opeeations 

Adenoids 1 

Appendectomy 2 

Circumcision 26 

Coeliotomy 1 

Curettage 1 

Gland,  enlarged 1 

Hemorrhoids 2 

Mastitis 1 

Resection,  sub  mucous 1 

Tonsilectomy 143 

■  ■■  :;n 

Deaths 

Endocarditis 1 

Marasmus 1 

Peritonitis 1 

Septicemia. 1 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 5 
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REPORT  OF  HEAD  TEACHER 


Grade  Boys 

Fifth 9 

Fourth 9 

Third 21 

Second 18 

First 43 

Kindergarten 25 

125 

Dancing 41 

Physical  training 49 


Industrial  Classes 

Bag  netting 20 

Basketrv 6 

Chair  caning 21 

Cooking 

Dressmaking 

Embroidery 

Instruction  in  music 57 

Ironing  class 

Knitting  room   

Knitting  and  crocheting 

Mattress  making   10 

Mending  classes 

Sewing 76 

Tailor  shop 4 

Weaving,  rugs   10 

Weaving,  towels   15 

Woodworking 53 


Girls 

Total 

11 

20 

19 

28 

17 

38 

22 

40 

51 

94 

71 

96 

191 

316 

44 

85 

76 

125 

15 

35 

18 

24 

•   • 

21 

76 

76 

17 

17 

22 

22 

72 

129 

65 

65 

20 

20 

21 

21 

•   • 

10 

33 

33 

72 

148 

•  • 

4 

6 

16 

•   • 

15 

•   • 

53 
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Industbial  Depaetment,  Gibls 

Bags,  laundry,  netted 31 

Bureau  covers,  scalloped 69 

Curtains,  scrim,  hemstitched 38 

Handkerchiefs 1061 

Hammocks,  netted 17 

Napkins,  sanitary   174 

Napkins,  table 120 

Rugs,  rag 120 

Slippers,  bedroom,  crocheted 17 

Table  cloth,  hemmed 1 

Towels,  hemmed   501 

Tray  cloths,  scalloped 27 

Wash  cloths,  crocheted 27 

Industeial  Department,  Boys 

Attachments  for  loom  crank 6 

Balancing  beam 1 

Baskets 11 

Bench,  kindergarten 1 

Beams,  warp   3 

Blades,  peel  12 

Boardj  scouring 1 

Bookcase,  wall,  two-shelf 1 

Bookcase,  wall,  three-shelf 1 

Boxes,  shirtwaist 4 

Boxes,  plant,  hanging 7 

Cabinets 3 

Cabinet,  victrola  records .1 

Chairs,  kindergarten 11 

Combs  for  hand  looms 2 

Cupboard,  fruit 1 

Cupboard,  kindergarten   1 

Frames,  eye-testing  chart 3 

Frames  for  practice  caning. 15 

Harness  guides  for  looms 6 

Holder,  whisk 1 

Mattresses 42 
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REPORT  OF  MATRON 


Sewing  Depaetment 

Aprons 265 

Awnings " 11 

Bags,  laundry 33 

Bibs 330 

Coats,  khaki 366 

Covers,  bread   16 

Covers,  stand 245 

Drawers 377 

Dresses 683 

Dust  cloths 117 

Handkerchiefs * 3242 

Mats,  coir  3 

Mattress  ticks 69 

Mittens,  pairs,  wool 300 

Mittens,  pairs,  ticking 349 

Napkins,  sanitary 125 

Napkins,  table 96 

Night  dresses  and  shirts 763 

Overalls 370 

Pillowcases .' 525 

Sheets 784 

Shirts Ill 

Skirts,  under 515 

Socks,  pairs 756 

Stockings,  pairs 1248 

Stockings,  refooted,  pairs 1683 

Tablecloths,  hemmed 7 

Towels 1328 

TJnderwaists 436 

Waists,  boys 188 

Wash  cloths 20 

Webbing  for  mittens  (yards) 236 
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Feuits  Canned 

Quarts 

Apple  butter 803 

Apple  jelly 45 

Cherries,  canned 287 

Cherries,  pickled   25 

Currant  jelly 64 

Citron,  canned 154 

Grape  jelly 63 

Grooseberries,  canned 49 

Pear  butter 147 

Pears,  canned  142^/2 

Pears,  pickled 272 

Peaches,  canned 144^^ 

Peaches,  pickled 107^2 

Plums,  canned 297 

Plum  jam 48 

Plum  jelly 7 

Prunes,  canned 74 

Raspberries,  canned 34 

Rhubarb,  canned 52 

Strawberries,  canned  and  jam 35 

Vegetables  Canned 

Beans 566 

Beets 100 

Carrots 12 

Cauliflower 20 

Corn 603 

Cucumbers 305 

Onions 34 

Peas 50 

Pimipkins 55 

Tomatoes 3168% 
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REPORT  OF  THE  STEWARD 


Garden  Products 

Asparagus,  539.25  pounds $80  89 

Beans,  string,  3,252.25  pounds 97  57 

Beets,  .89  bushels 66  75 

Beet  greens,  2,429  pounds 48  58 

Brussel  sprouts,  10  pounds 80 

Cabbage,  13,220.5  pounds 132  21 

Carrots,  246.79  bushels 185  09 

Cauliflower,  1,239  pounds 61  95 

Celery,  1,029  pounds 51  45 

Corn,  sweet,  7,313  pounds 109  70 

Cucumbers,   1,361  pounds 68  05 

Endive,  1  pound 08 

Lettuce,  1,340.58  pounds 53  62 

Mint,  1.625  pounds 08 

Onions,  15.018  bushels 15  02 

Onions,  green,  4,004.5  pounds 12  01 

Oyster  plant,  2,938  pounds 88  14 

Parsley,  38.84  pounds 1  94 

Parsnips,  6,526.75  pounds 130  54 

Pumpkin,  943  pounds 3  30 

Potatoes,   901.75  bushels 1,803  50 

Peas,  green,  808.5  pounds. 32  34 

Radish,  788.25  pounds 19  71 

Rhubarb,  1,416.75  pounds 35  42 

Spinach,  944.5  pounds 33  06 

Squash,  winter,  1,752  pounds 26  28 

Squash,  summer,  55  pounds 41 

Tomatoes,   11,335  pounds 170  03 

Turnips,  5,189  pounds 77  84 


$3,406  36 
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Fkuit  Products 

Apples,  380.25  bushels '. $285  19 

Cherries,  1,138  quarts 113  80 

Currants,   158  quarts 18  96 

Citron,  562  pounds 28  10 

Gooseberries,  177  quarts 21  24 

Pears,    58.5   bushels 73  13 

Plums,  22.5  bushels 22  50 

Raspberries,  red,  41  quarts 5  74 

Raspberries,  black,  3  quarts 36 

Strawberries,  345  quarts 41  40 

$610  42 

Milk 
Milk,  94,169.1225  quarts $5,179  30 

Meats 

Beef,  1,108.5  pounds $180  46 

Chicken,  1,403.75  pounds 322  86 

Duck,  232.5  pounds 46  50 

Eggs,  3,080  dozens 1,016  40 

Pork,  4,607.75  pounds 575  97 

Veal,  385  pounds 77  00 

$2,219  19 

Fodder 

Silage,  corn,  109.26  tons $437  04 

Silage,  red  clover,  18,600  pounds.  ...  46  50 

$483  54 


Field  Crops 

Alfalfa  hay,  108.5  tons $1,953  00 

Alfalfa,  green,  30.5  tons 152  50 

Clover  hay,  9  tons 45  00 

Hay,  mLxed,  38.456  tons 538  38 

Straw,  118.425  tons 94  74 

Wheat,  20  bushels 40  00 


$2,823  62 
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Summary 

Garden  products $3,406  36 

Fruit  products 610  42 

Milk 5,179  30 

Meats 2,219  19 

Fodder 483  54 

Field  crops   2,823  62 


W  (Ahkkmju.v,  Xo.  :30] 

l*»iM»  lit  tftM'l)  MiiihDi'Q  iir  iillu'r  odlr'pr  nrlin^;  in  that  capacity,  and 
fnoM  I1m«  »)Iv  tif  Nt'W  Vnik  1j,v  llin  (!(HniniHHionor  of  Public 
t'liMilllfu  nf  a«nli  fiiv  nf  llin  «|p|Mily  i|PHi^niit(Ml  for  that  purpose. 
1  hn  ttt'UMiil  I'lMiiiHr'a  nu\\  ihf*  oity  of  Npw  York  Hhall,  so  far  as 
Hhnll»'nMi»,  l»»»  I'tHlUtMl  nmiurtlly  to  tho  mhiiinHJou  of  pupils  to 
lIUu  iMi»illMlloh  \\\  iho  hHio  whioh  tho  popiihition  of  8uch  counties 
i\\u\  flu»  fil\  of  Now  N  ovK»  Vt^pr^MivnlN\  hilars  to  the  population 
\s\  \\u^  U\i\U^  \\<i  i\o^x^\\\\\\\i^^\  \\\  \\\fs  \\\n\  i\\\\cu\\  oousus  (Chapter 
^\'\,  \  tn\«»  \s{  1!M  \ ),  >\\\\\'w\i\\  x^s\\\\\\\{\\\K^\\\  nlso  mnv  l)c  made  bv 
^\\v  \\\Aiiy^  \s\  iS  v\\y\\}  of  \y^>ys\\\  (Tboptor  5UU,  Laws  of  1914). 
\\sv  v'mM  \s\\\s'\\  s\\\\  \U\\\%\\  \\\  \m\i\\<^  (wxuU  ««  ;iunual  charge  of 
n\v)^l.\  ^<i\11;U'»  A\a\\  U^  ww^Ai""  i\}\i\\\»\  the  oM\uty  fi\Mu  which  he  is 

1\>iM  iM  ib^^  tViiMX  nIknII  j.kiI.I  hv.i^i  y\u\    ibc  ftC'liiJil  f4iJi"l  TCiJsru.i.ljc- 
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TRUSTEES. 


Bon.  Geoboe  F.  Comstook,  LL.  D.  Hon.  Gsobge  6.  Sloan. 

The  Bt.  Bey.  Fbbdsbio  D.  Hunt-  Bobebt  Abebdein,  M.  D. 

iNGTOK,  S.  T.  D.,  LL.  D.  Col.  John  W.  Tale. 

Hon.  Nathan  F.  Gbayeb.  Maj.  Alya  W.  Palmeb. 


State  Officers,  Sx-Offlcio  Trustees. 
Hon.  BoswELL  P.  Floweb       -        -        -        Governor. 
Hon.  Wiluam  F.  Sheehan         -        -        -    LieutenarU^Chvernor. 

Hon,  Fbank  Bice Secretary  of  State, 

Hon.  Fbank  Campbell        -        -        -        -     Comptroller. 

Hon.  Andbew  S.  Dbapeb         -        -        -        Supt.  of  FtiMic  Insiructixm. 


Permanent  Chairman. 
The  Bt.  Bey.  Fbedibio  D.  HuNTiNaTON,  S.  T.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Secretary. 

BOBEBT   AbEBDEIN,  M.  D. 

Treasurer. 

Alfbed  Wilkinson. 

Executive  Committee. 
Hon.  Nathan  F.  Gbayeb.  Col.  John  W.  Tale. 

Maj.  Alva  W.  Palmeb. 

«  Bidlding  Committee. 

Hon.  Nathan  F.  Gbaves.  Bobebt  Abebdein,  M.  D. 

Col.  John  W.  Tale. 
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State  of   New   York. 


No.  5. 


IN    SE^NATE, 


Febbuabt,  1892. 


FORTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


or  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  SYRACUSE  STATE  INSTITUTION  FOR 

FEEBLE-MINDED  CHILDREN. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York : 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  establishing  this 
institution,  the  undersigned  trustees,  respectfully  submit 
this  their  forty-first  annual  report. 

» 

Resoukces  for  the  Year, 

Balance  in  bank  October  1, 1890 $11,660  52 

State  appropriation  for  fiscal  year '  .  75,000  00 

Beceipts  from  counties  for  clothing  State  pnpils 8,321  00 

Receipts  from    pay  cases,  board,  instrnction   and 

clothing 3,847  83 

Receipts  of  interest  on  bank  acconnt 246  07 

Receipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 127  80 

Total $99,203  22 


6  [Senate, 
Classified  Summary  of  Expendituees. 

On  current  eoopense  account  of  the  Syracuse  Staie  Institution  for 
Feeble-Minded  GhUdren  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 1891. 

Provisions,  class  1,  including  flour,  etc $5,702  56 

Provisions,  class  2,  including  meats,  etc 9,033  10 

Provisions,  class  3,  including  dried   fruits,  canned 

goods,  etc 764  33 

Provisions,  class  4,  including  fruits 834  43 

Provisions,  class  5,  including  vegetables 2,152  97 

Provisions,  class  6,  including  milk,  butter,  etc 4,516  74 

Provisions,  class  7,  including  sundry  groceries 3,361  21 

Total  provisions  / $26,365  84 

Laundry  supplies 1,122  84 

Household  supplies 369  84 

Fuel 4,193  80 

Lights 2,585  50 

Water 1,056  70 

Ice 658  30 

Ordinary  repairs  and  improvements 6,614  27 

Furniture 2,907  95 

Clothing 8,208  99 

Stable 2,972  07 

Farm  and  garden 1,107  18 

Books,  stationery  and  apparatus 553  52 

Salaries 12,633  24 

Wages 16,280  82 

Printing 239  97 

Freight  and  express 71  88 

Telegraph  and  telephone 253  08 

Postage 193  70 

Funeral  expenses 168  50 

Drugs  and  medicines 815  24 

Extraordinary  repairs  and  improvements 313  57 

Traveling  expenses  of  trustees 16  02 

Traveling  expenses  of  superintendent 116  30 

Traveling  expenses  of  steward 6  20 

Traveling  expenses  of  pupils 83  70 
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tiiquors $49  62 

Arausements ". 95  00 

Bmsli  shop 170  54 

Rent 35  00 

'M^iscellaneoas 48  51 

Total $90,206  89 


From  an  examination  of  the  books  of  the  institution, 
we  are  able  to  report  that  on  the  30th  day  of  September 
1891,  there  were  outstanding  obligations  and  cash  assets 
in  the  following  amounts : 

Outstanding  Indebtedness,  September  30, 1891. 

Salaries  of  officers  and  teachers  for  the  quarter  and 

month  ending  September  30, 1891 $2,210  51 

September  bills  unaudited* 4,872  60 

Total  liabiUties $7,063  11 


Assets,  September  30,  1891. 

Balance  in  treasury $8,996  33 

Due  from  individuals  for  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 1,625  00 

Due  from  counties  for  clothing 342  00 

Due  from  sale  of  products  of  shop 42  00 

Due  from  sale  of  products  of  farm 398  23 

Total  assets $11,403  56 

Financial. 
The  foregoing  exhibit  presents,  in  a  summarized  form, 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year.  An  elaborate 
and  detailed  analysis  showing  the  sum  total  of  articles 
purchased  and  their  unit  cost  is  also  presented  each  year 
by  the  superintendent  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the 
inspection  of  the  board, 

*  The  monthly  bills  of  the  inBtltatlon  are  not  audited  until  the  flm  Monday  of  the 
BQOoeedlns  month. 
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The  above  summary  shows  an  approximate  increase  of 
$6,000  in  the  cost  of  provisions,  of  $1,300  paid  for  wages, 
and  a  decrease  of  $4,500,  $1,500  and  $1,200  respectively  for 
fuel,  repairs  and  improvements  and  furniture,  while  all 
other  items  remain  practically  unchanged  as  compared 
with  last  year.  The  increase  in  the  item  of  provisions  was 
due  to  three  causes :  A  general  advance  in  their  cost,  an 
increase  in  the  number  to  be  provided  for  and  the  failure 
of  our  potato  crop  for  1890.  For  potatoes  alone,  •  over 
$2,000  were  expended,  while  about  fifty  dollars  suflSced 
for  the  same  article  the  previous  year.  The  decrease 
in  the  fuel  item  was  not  due  to  a  less  amount  consumed 
but  to  a  change  in  the  method  of  its  purchase.  For  several 
years  previous,  it  had  been  necessary  in  order  to  secure 
the  advantage  of  the  low  summer  prices  of  coal  to  make 
the  purchase  of  a  year's  supply  in  one  payment,  whereas, 
during  the  past  summer,  a  contract  was  drawn  for  a  year's 
consumption,  to  be  paid  for  each  month  as  deliveries  were 
made. 

Last  year,  the  value  of  supplies  on  hand  October  first,  as 
reported  to  the  Comptroller,  aggregated  $15,864.51,  while 
this  year,  it  was  only  $10,720.97,  a  decrease  of  over  $5,000. 
This  decrease  was  nearly  accounted  for  in  the  one  item  of 
coal.  We  predicted  a  year  ago  a  decrease  in  this  year's 
cash  balance  of  five  to  six  thousand  dollars,  yet,  notwith- 
r  standing  the  increased  cost  of  provisions  which  we 
partially  anticipated,  we  are  happy  to  show  that,  by  the 
change  mentioned  in  our  fuel  contract  and  by  rigid  econ- 
omies in  other  directions,  the  reduction  in  our  credit 
balance  is  less  than  $3,000,  leaving  a  surplus  over  liabili- 
ties of  $3,320.45.  Had  our  prediction  been  fulfilled,  the 
matter  of  a  surplus  over  liabilities  would  have  shown  a 
nearly  equivalent  reversal.    Altogether,  we  are  gratified 


1 

\ 


^Si^^^^ 


I 


No.  5.]  9 

beyond  expectation  with  the  year's  financial  showing,  not 
only  because  it  is  in  itself  a  creditable  one,  but  because  we 
believe  that  it  reflects  a  wise  and  careful  management  on 
the  part  of  those  whom  we  have  selected  and  placed  in 
immediate  charge  of  ^  the  affairs  of  the  institution. 

Maintenance. 
The  sum  expended  during  the  past  year  for  maintenance 
was  $81,997.90  exceeding  that,  for  the  previous  year  by 
$1,341.82.  The  sum  appropriated  and  available  for  main- 
tenance was  $75,000  and  the  amount  available  for  the 
ensuing  year  is  $81,000,  an  increase  of  $6,000  being 
granted  by  the  Legislature  of  1891.  The  difference,  nearly 
I  $7,000,  between  the  sum  received  from  the  State  treasury 

)  for  maintenance  and  that  expended  was  made  up  by  the 

funds  obtained  from  private  and  other  sources  and  by 
drawing  upon  our  cash  balance,  fortunately  suflScient  for 
the  purpose. 

Assuming  that  the  daily  average  number  of  pupils  for 
the  year  will  be  515  and  the  average  weekly  cost  $3.20 
which  has  been  approximately  the  average  for  several 
years  past,  the  aggregate  expenditures  for  the  ensuing 
year's  maintenance  will  be  $85,696.  As  about  $4,000 
are  annually  received  from  private  sources,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  available  funds  for  the  year  will  presumably 
prove  suflBcient  to  meet  the  expenditures  without  any  very 
material  reduction  in  the  credit  balance,  as  reported  for 
October  1,  1891.  It  is  altogether  probable,  however,  that 
the  daily  average  for  next  year  will  be  more  than  515,  yet 
we  believe  that,  with  a  prospective  credit  balance  of  $8,000 
for  October  1,  1892,  a  larger  sum  than  $81,000  will  not  be 
required.  We  will,  therefore,  request  that  the  sum  of 
!  $81,000,  the   maintenance   appropriation  for  the  ensuing 

f  year,  be  continued  in  the  next  general  appropriation  bilL 

J  [Senate,  Na  5.]  2 


10  [Sbnate^ 

Clothing. 

By  the  existing  provisions  of  the  law  as  contained  in 
chapter  739,  Laws  of  1867,  and  of  previous  laws  of  which 
it  was  amendatory,  the  clothing  of  State  pupils  maintained 
in  this  institution  was  made  a  county  charge.  The  amonnt 
authorized  by  the  law  to  be  charged  for  each  pupil  was  fixed 
at  thirty  dollars  annually.  Some  years  ago,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  sum  authorized  was  larger  than  was  necessary; 
and  the  trustees,  having  no   disposition   to  charge  the 
counties   more   than    the    actual   cost   of    the    clothing 
furnished,  decided  to  reduce  the  charge  to  twenty-two 
dollars  each  for  male  pupils  and  sixteen  dollars  each  for 
females.    This  they  felt  enabled  to  do  by  purchasing  the 
supplies  and  material  at  wholesale  and  by  making  a  portion 
of  the  garments  by  the  labor  of  the  inmates.    At  our  semi- 
annual meeting  held  last  June,  it  was  shown  by  the  superin- 
tendent that  too  great  a  reduction  in  the  charge  for  clothing 
had  been  made,  that  during  the  last  six  years,  a  deficiency 
of  nearly  $7,000  had  been  created  in  the  account  for  clothing. 
It  was  therefore,  decided,  in  order  to  make  good  this  defi- 
ciency and  to  avoid  its  further  increase,  to  advance  the  cloth- 
ing charge  upon  counties  to  twenty-six  dollars  each  for  male 
pupils  and   to  twenty  dollars  each    for  .females.    It  is 
believed  that  a  charge  at  this  rate  for  two  or  three  years 
will  entirely  restore  the  deficiency,  when  it  will  be  our 
purpose  to.  again  reduce  the  amount  if  deemed  feasible. 

New  Buildings. 

By  the  Legislature  of  1890,  an  appropriation  of  $14,000 
was  granted  for  the  erection  of  a  one-story  brick  corridor 
to  connect  the  main  building  and  new  south  wing,  for  the 
enlargement  and  reconstruction  of  the  ironing-room,  and 
for  certain  changes  in  the  boiler-room.    The  new  corridor 
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was  built  last  year,  but,  for  reasons  fully  presented  in  our 
last  year's  report,  the  other  work  authorized  under  the  * 
appropriation,  was  deferred  until  this  year.  A  contract 
was  made  last  winter  with  the  specification  that  the  work 
upon  the  ironing-room  building  should  begin  on  the  first  of 
May,  and  be  completed  by  July  fourth.  The  work  was 
promptly  begun  at  the  specified  time,  but,  owing  to 
seemingly  unavoidable  delays  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
tractors in  securing  the  iron  material  required,  the  build- 
ing was  not  completed  until  the  first  week  in  September. 
This  building,  with  the  exception  of  the  doors  and  window 
frames,  is  made  entirely  of  fire-proof  material.  It  is  located 
over  the  boiler-room,  and  replaces  the  frame  structure 
which  was  torn  down  and  removed.  The  main  room 
which  is  thirty-two  by  fifty-five  feet,  opens,  by  wide  arch- 
ways, into  a  second  room,  thirty-eight  by  forty -two  feet, 
for  the  ironing  class,  thus  virtually  throwing  the  two  rooms 
into  one.  The  walls  inside  are  thirteen  feet  to  the  roof, 
and  the  whole  interior  space  open  to  its  peak.  The  room 
is  lighted  by  twenty-seven  side  windows,  and  by  two  large 
ventilators  in  the  roof.  The  entire  floor  of  the  room  is  of 
tile.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  is  no 
finer,  more  cheerful  or  more  conveniently  arranged  ironing- 
room  anywhere  in  the  country  than  can  now  be  seen  at 
this  institut  ion. 

In  the  boiler-room  below,  the  changes  contemplated 
were  all  successfully  and  satisfactorily  accomplished. 
Three  of  the  heating  boilers  were  shifted  about  and  reset, 
and  the  entire  remaining  floor  space  covered  with  four-inch 
flagstone.  A  new  wide  doorway  was  made  in  the  east  wall, 
so  that  wagons  loaded  with  coal  can  be  driven  directly 
through  it  into  the  boiler-room,  the  coal  deposited  for  use 
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in  front  of  the  boilers  where  it  is  wanted,  and  the  wagons 
then  driven  out  through  the  old  door-way  at  the  south. 
By  this  means,  much  labor  is  saved,  and  the  loss  and  waste 
which  formerly  came  from  an  additional  handling  of  the 
coal  is  avoided.  In  time,  this  item  alone  will  be  suflScient 
to  defray  all  the  expense  incxu'red  by  the  alterations  made 
in  this  room. 

By  the  Legislature  of  1891,  a  further  special  appropriation, 
aggregating  $6,700,  was  granted  for  moving  and  repairing 
the  farm  barn  and  erecting  sheds  for  cattle,  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  silo,  for  fences  and  drainage  of  land,  for  the 
extension  of  the  stone  wall  fence  on  Wilbur  avenue,  for  a 
hot- water  boiler,  new  steam  pump  and  radiators,  and 
necessary  connections  for  placing  the  same.  With  the 
exception  of  the  part  providing  for  fences  and  drainage,  all 
of  the  work  mentioned  above  has  been  accomplished.  The 
silo  erected  is  capable  of  storing  400  tons  of  ensilage,  and 
the  cattle  sheds  furnish  stalls  for  fifty  head  of  cattle.  The 
farm  barn,  on  the  Snyder  farm,  was  moved  over  across  the 
highway,  put  into  good  repair,  and  conveniently  placed 
between  the  new  silo  and  cattle  sheds  and  adjoining  the 
other  barn  buildings.  The  new  hot-water  boiler  and 
steam  pump  are  both  in  use  and  excellently  serve  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  intended.  The  stone  wall 
fence  erected  completes  the  wall  in  front  of  the  institution 
grounds,  from  Harbor  brook  on  the  south  to  Burnet  park 
entrance  on  the  north,  and  is  as  highly  ornamental  as  it  is 
useful  and  substantial.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  various  works  authorized  and  described  in  the 
foregoing  paragraphs  were  all  fully  completed  within  the 
limits  of  the  appropriations. 
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Appbopbiation  fob  a  Hospital. 

Six  years  ago  an  appropriation  of  $5,500  was  made  for 
the  erection  of  a  small  hospital  building  in  connection 
"with  this  institution.  Previous  to  that  time  the  sick  had 
been  cared  for  at  great  inconvenience  and  disadvantage  in 
different  rooms  about  the  buildings.  When  the  appropria- 
tion for  a  hospital  was  obtained  it  was  thought  that  it 
might  be  required  for  temporary  uses  only,  during  the 
prevalence  of  contagious  diseases.  But  once  occupied  it 
was  soon  found  to  be  a  very  important  and  useful  adjunct 
to  our  premises  and  it  has  since  been  kept  in  constant  use. 
With  our  increasing  numbers  it  has  proved,  upon  several 
occasions,  to  be  inadequate  for  its  purpose.  It  is  not 
capacious  enough  and  does  not  always  permit  the  classifica- 
tion of  cases  or  the  separation  of  the  sexes  desired.  A 
suitable  plan  of  a  building  for  hospital  purposes  is  being 
prepared  and  a  careful  estimate  of  the  work  will  be  made 
in  due  course  of  time.  An  appropriation  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  such  a  buUding  will  be  the  only  one 
requested  by  us  for  special  purposes  at  the  approaching 
legislative  session,  and  we  trust  it  will  receive,  as  we 
believe  it  merits,  your  favorable  consideration. 

Change  op  Name. 

By  chapter  51,  Laws  of  1891,  the  incorporated  name  of 
this  institution  was  changed  from  the  "Asylum  for  Idiots  " 
to  the  "Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded 
Children."  This  change  was  suggested  by  the  super- 
intendent in  his  last  year's  report,  and  at  once  received 

I  our  cordial  indorsement  and  recommendation.  The  word 
"  idiot "  was  always  a  reproachful  one,  and  besides  in  many 
cases  brought  to  us  for  admission,  was  not  strictly  appli- 

'l         cable.   We  have  heard  no  regrets  at  the  change  thus  effected 


14  [Senate, 

in  the  name  of  the  institution,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have 
been  assured  by  the  superintendent  that  the  thanks 
received  from  the  friends  and  parents  of  pupils  have  been 
numerous  and  frequent.  Anything  concerning  their 
unfortunate  children  which  gratifies  their  feelings  lightens 
their  affliction  to  a  like  extent;  and  from  the  evidence 
received,  we  believe  that  the  change  in  the  name  of  the 
institution  has  contributed  to  that  end  and  is  cause  for 
congratulation. 

An  Epileptic  Colony. 

For  several  years  past,  we  have  urgently  and  appeal- 
ingly  advocated  in  our  annual  reports  a  more  extended 
provision  by  the  State  for  the  idiotic  and  feeble-minded. 
This  institution  provides  for  the  teachable  portion  of  the 
feeble-minded  class  of  the  school-attending  age  of  both 
sexes,  and  to  a  very  limited  extent,  at  Fairmount,  for  the 
male  adult  portion.  The  asylum  at  Newark,  N.  Y.,  now 
provides  to  quite,  an  extent  for  feeble-minded  women, 
more  especially  for  those  of  a  child-bearing  age.  But 
there  are  two  portions  yet  wholly  unprovided  for,  the 
helpless  and  unteachable  and  the  epileptic  feeble-minded. 
To  receive  the  helpless  and  unteachable  into  this  institu- 
tion would  soon  be  the  means  of  subverting  its  character 
and  purposes;  and  to  indiscriminately  admit  confirmed 
epileptics  into  the  school-rooms  with  non-epileptic 
children  would  be  harmful  to  them  and  create  much  con- 
fusion and  disorder  in  the  school  exercises.  A  separate 
provision  for  the  epileptic  and  feeble-minded  is,  therefore, 
one  of  the  great  needs  of  the  hour  in  this  State ;  and  while 
we  would  rejoice  to  see  any  effort  made  to  provide  for  the 
helpless  and  unteachable,  we  are  convinced  that  what  is 
known  as  a  colony  for  epileptics  would  be,  under  all  the 
present  circumstances,  the  one  which  would  carry  with  it 


I  r 


I 


i 


\ 


1    . 


« 


No.  5.]  16 

the  first  promise  of  success.  For  this  reason,  we  are  dis- 
posed to  lend  it  our  influence  and  approval.  The  coloniza- 
tion of  epileptics  was  instituted  some  years  ago  in  Ger- 
many and  other  European  countries,  and,  according 
to  their  own  accounts  as  well  as  those  of  American 
visitors,  has  met  with  marked  success.  There  are 
several  thousand  feeble-minded  epileptics  in  the  State, 
many  of  them  to   be    found   in   poor   families    and   a 

considerable  number  in  county  alms-houses.  They  are 
denied  admission  to  this  institution,  to  the  public  schools, 
to  general  hospitals  and  to  hospitals  for  the  insane.  Some 
of  them  are  capable  of  education,  some  of  employment, 
some  require  care  and  custody  and  some  need  medical 
treatment.  All  of  these  conditions  are  met  in  the  "  colony 
plan."  No  class  of  unfortunates  is  more  neglected  than 
the  epileptic,  and  none  more  needs  the  helping  hand  of  the 
State.  We  are  assured  that  an  effbrt  will  be  made  at  your 
approaching  session  to  establish  a  colony  for  this  neglected 
and  unfortunate  class,  and  we  trust  and  believe  it  will 
meet  with  your  favorable  support  and  action. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  concluding  this  report,  we  again  desire  to  express  our 
gratitude  to  the  superintendent'  and  his  co-workers  in  the 
service  of  the  institution.  Their  faithfulness  and  devotion 
to  the  work  is  evidenced  by  the  good  order  everywhere 
maintained  upon  the  premises,  and  by  the  good  results 
that  we  have  frequently  observed  of  the  care  and  training 
bestowed  upon  the  unfortunate  ones  committed  to  their 
trust  and  keeping. 

Under  cover  of  this  report  will  also  be  found  the  reports 
of  the  treasurer  and  superintendent.  The  former  shows, 
briefly  and  clearly,  the  financial  operations  of  the  institu- 
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tion,  while  the  latter  prepeijts  in  some  detail  the  points  of 

chief  interest  connected  with  the  year's  administration  of 

its  aflfairs,  together  with  his  views  and  observations  upon 

other  matters  related  to  the  work,  all  of  which  we  esteem 

worthy  of  perusal. 

F.  D.  HUNTINGTON, 

Permanent  Chairman. 

GEO.  B.  SLOAN. 
N.  F.  GRAVES. 
A.  W.  PALMER. 
J.  W.  YALE. 
ROBERT  ABERDEIN. 
GEO.  F.  COMSTOCK. 
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Report  of  the  Treasurer 


Alpbed  Wilkinson,  Treasurer  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institu- 
tion Jor  Feeble-Minded  Children^  in  current  account  with  the 
State  op  New  Yobk,  for  cash  received  and  expended  for 
the  general  supplies^  and  the  salaries  and  wages  of  officers^ 
teachers^  attendants  and  employes  of  said  institution^  etc.^ 
during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1891. 

Resouboes  for  the  Year. 

Balance  in  bank  October  1,  1890  $11,660  52 

State  appropriation  for  fiscal  year 75,000  00 

Beceipts  from  comities  for  clothing  State  pupils. . .  8,321  00 
Receipts    from  pay  cases,  board,  instruction  and 

clothing 3,847  83 

Beceipts  from  sale  of  productions  of  shop 127  80 

Beceipts  from  interests  on  bank  account 246  07 

Total $99,203  22 

Disbursements. 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  quarter  ending 

December  31, 1890 $21,038  52 

Bills  paid  by  steward  per  quarter  ending  December 

31,  1890 681  53 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  quarter  ending 

March  31,  1891 20,879  75 

Bills  paid  by  steward  for  quarter  ending  March  31, 

1891 448  54 

Warrants  of  executive  committee  for  quarter  ending 

June  30, 1891 24,460  63 

Bills  paid  by  steward  for  quarter  ending  June  30, 1891,  403  18 
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Warrants  of  ezeoutiye  committee  for  quarter  ending 

September  30, 1891 $21,917  03 

Bills  paid  by  steward  for  quarter  ending  September 

30,  1891 377  71 

Balance  in  Bank  October  1, 1891 8,996  33 

Total $99,203  22 


Receipts  and  Payments  on  Account  of  Building. 

Receipts. 

To  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  October  1, 

1890 $7  38 

To  cash  received  from  State  Comptroller,  January  2, 

1891  6,000  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Comptroller,  July  I, 

1891 6,700  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Comptroller,  September 

2,  1891 7,716  62 

Total $19 ,424  00 

PaymenU. 

By  cash  paid  from  appropriation,  chapter  295,  Laws 
of  1890,  vouchers  rendered  Comptroller,  August  3, 

1891 $8,641  94 

\       ^'  By  cash  paid  from  appropriation,  chapter  295,  Laws 
^^         of  1890,  vouchers  rendered  Comptroller,  November 

16,  1891 3,865  10 

By  cash  paid  from  appropriation,  chapter  302,  Laws 
of  1891,  vouchers  rendered  Comptroller,  August  3, 
1891 2,80000 

By  cash  paid  from  appropriation,  chapter  302,  Laws 
of  1891,  vouchers  rendered  Comptroller,  November 
16,  1891 ; 2,814  57 

By  balance  in  hands  of  treasurer,  October  1, 1891 . .         1 ,  302  39 

Total $19,424  00 
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Stbaouse  State 

Institution  fob  Feeble-Minded  Childben. 

Sybacuse,  N.  Y.,  December  3, 1891. 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  above  statement, 
with  tables  annexed ;  have  compared  it  with  the  treasurer's 
books  and  with  the  various  books  kept  at  the  institution, 
and  the  bank  book,  as  also  the  vouchers  for  the  moneys 
expended,  and  And  the  same  correct. 

N.  F.  GRAVES, 

J.  W.  YALE, 

A.  W.  PALMER, 

Executive  Committee. 
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Report  of  the  Superintendent. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Syracuse  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children: 

Gentlemen.— In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 

the  law  and  of  your  board,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the 

following  annual  report,  exhibiting  the  statistics  and  other 

matters  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  afiairs  of 

the    institution   for   the   fiscal   year   ending   September 

30, 1891 : 

Movement  of  the  Population. 

Males.       Females.      TotaL 

Present  at  the  beginniog  of  the  year 243  240  483 

Since  admitted 30  21  51 

Readmitted 2  5  7 

Total  for  the  year 275  266  541 

Discharged 18  28  46 

Died 8  4  12 

\    ^  Present  at  the  close  of  the  year 249  234  483 


Average  daily  attendance 253  246  499 

Total  number  of  weeks'  board  furnished  to  the  pupils ...       25 ,  948 

Total  cost  of  maintenance  and  instmction  of  pupils, 

including  all  expenses  except  clothing $81,997  90 

Cost  of  dothmg 8,208  99 

Total  cost $90,206  89 

Averge  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  and  instruction  of 

pupils $3  16 

Average  weekly  cost,  including  clothing 3  48 


[Senatb,  No.  6.]  21 

The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  of  those  who  died  during 
the  year : 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 4 

Typhoid  fever 4 

Pneumonia 2 

Epilepsy 1 

Acute  inflammatory  rheumatism 1 

Total  deaths 12 

■■BSnBSS 

Hospital  Regobb  of  Diseases  Tbeated. 

Mumps 26 

Typhoid  fever 20 

Influenza 19 

TonsiUitis 19 

Conjunctivitis 12 

Diarrhoea 10 

Pneumonia 9 

Qastrio  irritation 9 

Otitis  media 6 

Bing-worm 5 

Acute  bronchitis ,    6 

Dysentery 4 

Ansdmia .   4 

Ulcer,  corneal 4 

Scrofulous  glands 4 

Wound 4 

Malaria 3 

Bheumatism 3 

Eczema 3 

Acne 3 

Scabies 3 

Eye,  injury  to 3 

Orchitis 3 

Abscess 2 

General  debility 2 

Tuberculosis 2 

Synovitis - 2 

Oholera  morbus 2 

Neuralgia,  facial 2 
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Ghbstric  fever 3 

Dyspepsia 3 

Varicella 

Erysipelas  

Enteritis 

Nasal  catarrh 

Pharyngitis 

Burn 

Ulcer,  indolent 

Bnpture  of  ligament 

Opthalmia 

Haamoptysis 

Cerebral  effasion 

Keratitis    

Pleurisy • 

Hysteria 

Granular  lids 

Nephritis,  chronic 

Eye,  enucleation  of 

Menorrhagia 

Epileptic  mania 

Brain,  congestion  of 

Seborrhoea 

Psoriasis 

Amenorrhoea 

Unclassified 


The  following  table  presents  the  movement  of  pup 
by  counties  for  the  year : 

_  Remain 

Remalniiiff       Admit-      Dls-      SeptM 
OouNTixs.  Sept  80. 1890.         te<L      ohanred.     1891. 

Albany 15  1  2 


•  •  •  • 


4 
4 
3 
6 

Chautauqua 10  2  1  11 

Chemung. 15  1         16 

5 
7 


Allegany . . . 

Broome 

Cattaraugus 
Cayuga  .... 


Chenango 
Clinton  .. 


BemalntDK 
Sept  so.  1890, 

Admlt- 

tML 

16 

1 

7 

.... 

4 

•   ■  ■    • 

4 

.... 

6 

•    •    a    . 

10 

2 

16 

1 

6 

•    •    •    a 

6 

2 

V 


L 
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Bemainlnflr 
Oonvrnes.  Sept.  80. 1890. 

Colombia 9 

Cortland 6 

Delaware 4 

Dutchess 6 

Erie 33 

Essex 2 

Fulton 1 

Franklin 2 

Ghnesee 1 

Greene 3 

Herkimer 4 

Jefferson 8 

Kings 39 

Lewis 7 

Livingston 1 

Madison 6 

Monroe 20 

Montgomery 7 

New  York 69 

Niagara 9 

Oneida 29 

Onondaga 33 

Ontario 4 

Orange 3 

Orleans 2 

Oswego  . .  * 11 

Otsego 1 

Queens 4 

Bensselaer 11 

Richmond 4 

Rockland 2 

St  Lawrence 7 

Saratoga 6 

Schenectady 3 

Schoharie 2 

Schuyler 8 

Seneca 1 

Steuben 2 

Suffolk 2 


Admit- 
ted. 


Bemaiu'ff 
Di8-      Sept  80, 


4 
1 


1 
1 

3 

• 

3 
1 
2 
1 
3 

»      • 

6 
1 
2 
2 

1 
1 

4 


•  •  •  • 


charired. 

1 

2 


ISM. 


1 

2 
6 
1 
1 

• 

5 
1 
4 
3 
6 
6 


•  •  •  • 


8 
4 
4 
6 

32 
3 
1 
2 
1 
4 
6 
1 

37 
7 
2 
7 

18 
6 

71 
7 

26 

29 
4 
4 
3 

12 
1 
4 

16 
4 
3 
7 
6 
3 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
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BemainliuE 
GouimBB.  Bept  so,  1890. 

Sullivan 4 

Tioga 8 

Tompkins 

Ulster 10 

Warren 4 

Washington 2 

Wayne 5 

Westchester 14 

Wyoming 3 

xaces  ••■•••••■•«•.■••••••••••  •••• 

Other  States 2 

Total 483 


Admit- 
ted. 


Bemain'ff 
Pis-     Sept  ao, 


2 


eharxed.    IMO. 

•  •  •  * 
1 
1 


4 
8 
1 

10 
4 
3 
5 

15 
3 
2 
2 


68 


68 


483 


The  matron  presents  the  following  report  of  sewing 

done  during  the  school  hours  by  the  three  sewing  classes, 
one  of  boys  and  two  of  girls,  and  by  the  classes  at  tailoring, 
hosemaking  and  shoemaking. 

Boys*  List. 

Shirts 161 

Neckties 129 

Pillow  covers 142 

Towels 119 

Bed  spreads 4 

Work  aprons ,.  12 

Suspenders  (pairs) 18 

Collars 186 

Sheets 107 

Bibs 611 

Door  mats 10 

Names  on  garments 10 

Barbers'  aprons 2 

Rollers 22 

Blankets,  hemmed 80 

Knit  garments  re-stitched 294 

Basket  covers 8 

Tableau  dresses • 8 
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Gibm'  Building  List. 

Laundry  holders 88 

Aprons 54 

Drawers 193 

Night-dresses 150 

Towels 149 

Chemise 90 

Dresses 63 

Napkins 338 

Pillow  covers 482 

Ruffling  (yards) 42 

Skirts 104 

Sheets 279 

Table  covers 8 

Waists 82 

Sun  bonnets 73 


And  a  very  large  amount  of  mending. 

Boys'  List  at  Tailoring. 

Suits 158  # 

Trousers 188 

Waists 94 

Overalls 20 

Jackets 10 

New  garments  altered 58 


GiBLs'  List. 

Ruffling  (yards) 87 

Wrappers 65 

Dresses 440 

Pillow  covers 52 

Night-gowns 67 

Drawers 78 

Aprons  . .  ^ 42 

Suspenders 52 

Meat  covers 9 

Skirts 16 

Table  covers 9 

Towels 261 

Bed  spreads 25 

[Senatei  Ko.  6.  4 
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Sheets 98 

Waists 16 

Buttonholes  on  garments 5297 

Class  at  Hosemaking. 

Boys'  hose  (pair) 848 

Girls'  hose  (pair) 1,473 

Class  at  Shoemaking. 

Shoes  (new  pairs) 188 

— — ■—  ■      — 

And  all  of  the  repairing. 

The  steward  reports  the  following  as  the  products  of  the 

farm  and  garden  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 1891 : 

Asparagus,  3,420  bnnches,  at  6  cents $205  20 

Apples,  845  bushels,  at  40  cents 338  00 

Apples,  crab,  83  bushels,  at  $1 . .  83  00 

Beans,  string,  202  bushels,  at  75  cents 151  50 

Beans,  butter,  126  bushels,  at  $1.25 157  50 

Beans,  Lima,  23  bushels  at  $1.50 34  50 

Beets,  green,  441  bushels,  at  25  cents 110  25 

Beets,  garden,  508  bushels,  at  40  cents 203  20 

Beets,  farm,  600  bushels,  at  25  cents 150  00 

Beets,  young  443  bunches,  at  3  cents 13  29 

Cabbage,  early,  4,100  heads,  at  6  cents 246  00 

Cabbage,  blue,  740  heads,  at  10  cents 74  00 

Cabbage,  late,  4,875  heads,  at  3  cents 146  25 

Cauliflower,  2,150 heads,  at  10  cents 215.00 

Currants,  15  bushels,  at  $2 30  00 

Corn,  sweet,  461  bushels,  at  40  cents 184  40 

Corn,  fodder,  3^  tons,  at  $5 17  50 

Com,  pop,  4  bushels,  at  $1.25 5  00 

Cucumbers,  hot-house,  531  dozen,  at  12  cents 63  72 

Cucumbers,  pickle,  60  bushels,  at  $1 60  00 

Carrots,^  early  horn,  152  bushels,  at  40  cents 60  80 

Carrots,  long  orange,  183  bushels,  at  30  cents 54  90 

Carrots,  white,  337  bushels,  at  25  cents 84  25 

Celery,  6,200  heads,  at  4  cents 248  00 

Cherries,  24  bushels,  at  $2 48  00 

Eggs,  401^  dozen,  at  22  cents 88  33 
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Ensilage,  150  tons,  at  $6 $760  00 

Hay,  47  tons,  at  $15 705  00 

Kohlrabi,  111  bushels,  at  75  cents 83  25 

Lettuce,  20,850  heads,  at  2  cents 417  00 

Lettuce,  hot-bed,  137  dozen  heads,  at  35  cents 47  95 

Milk,  82,650  quarts,  at  4  cents 3,306  00 

Oats,  80  bushels,  at  40  cents 32  00 

Onions,  103  bushels,  at  50  cents 51  50 

Onions,  young,  8,730  bunches,  at  2  cents 174  60 

Parsley,  365  bunches,  at  5  cents 18  25 

Pears,  Bartlett,  46  bushels,  at  $1.50 69  00 

Pears,  Bergamot,  182  bushels,  at  $1.75  , . .- 218  50 

Pears,  Vergaloo,  33  bushels,  at  $1.60 52  80 

Pears,  8eckel,  280  bushels,  at  75  cents 210  00 

Pears,  Flemish  beauty,  15^  bushels,  at  $1.50 23  25 

Peas,  321  bushels,  at  $1.26 401  25 

Potatoes,  2,380  bushels,  at  60  cents 1,190  00 

Pumpkins,  161  dozen,  at  60  cents 96  60 

Peppers,  33  bushels,  at$2 66  00 

Parsnips,  335  bushels,  at  50  cents 167  60 

Plums,  18  bushels,  at  $2 36  00 

Pie  plant,  1,027  bunches,  at  3  cents 30  81 

Pork,  8,963  pounds,  at  6  cents 637  78 

Poultry,  128  pounds,  at  12^  cents 16  00 

Raspberries,  130  quarts,  at  10  cents 13  00 

Bye,  402  bushels,  at  $1 402  00 

Badishes,  2,910  bunches,  at  3  cents 87  30 

Sage,  54  bunches,  at  5  cents 2  70 

Salsify,  115  bushels,  at  $1 115  00 

Spinach,  winter,  304  bushels,  at  75  cents 228  00 

Spinach,  summer,  1 97  bushels,  at  40  cents 78  80 

Strawberries,  2,760  quarts,  at  12  cents 330  00 

Squash,  summer,  232  bushels,  at  40  cents 92  80 

Squash,  winter,  2J  t(jps,  at  $30 75  00 

Straw,  rye,  50  tons,  at  $12 600  00 

Turnips,  early  stone,  123  bushels,  at  60  cents 190  50 

Turnips,  strap  leaf,  780  bushels,  at  40  cents 312  00 

Turnips,  sweet,  381  bushels,  at  50  cents 190  50 

Tomatoes,  433  bushels,  at  40  cents 173  20 

$14,664  43 
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Live  Stock  on  Hand  Septembeb  30,  1891. 

Horses,  good 13 

Colt 1 

Hogs,  fat. 51 

Boar 1 

Fowls 125 

Cows 36 

Heifers,  yearlings 13 

Heifers,  calves 5 

Bull 1 


Admissions  and  Disohabges. 

The  total  number  of  admissions  and  re-admissions  and 
the  total  number  of  discharges  by  removal  and  death  for 
the  year  was,  in  each  case,  the  same,  fifty-eight,  leaving 
the  number  of  pupils  present  at  the  close  of  the  year,  483, 
the  same  as  at  its  beginning.  The  highest  number  present 
at  any  one  time  was  512. 

Of  the  forty-six  enumerated  as  discharged  by  removal, 
twenty-seven,  eleven  males  and  sixteen  females,  had  not 
returned  September  thirtieth  from  their  summer  vacation 
at  their  homes.  Every  year  we  are  obliged  to  report  a 
considerable  number  in  this  way  as  discharged,  in  order  to 
strike  the  yearly  balance  in  our  census.  The  number  of 
such  cases  for  this  year  is  much  larger  than  usual  on 
account  of  the  prevalence  in  the  institution  during  the 
months  of  August  and  September  of  typhoid  fever,  of 
which  the  parents  were  notified.  Most  of  the  cases  so 
reported  have  already  returned  at  this  writing,  but  a  few, 
as  usual,  will  probably  be  permanently  retained  at  home 
or  be  elsewhere  provided  for.  Of  the  remaining  nineteen 
or  those  actually  discharged,  one  male  and  five  females 
were  removed  by  parents  or  guardians;  one  male  and  three 
females    became    subject   to   maniacal   paroxysms   and 
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ungovernable;  one^  male  became  subject  to  periods  of 
epileptic  mania,  another  suflfered  an  attack  of  acute  insanity, 
became  demented  and  both  were  removed  by  county 
officials;  one  male  was  transferred  by  request  to  the 
Rancjall's  Island  asylum  ;  one  male  was  transferred  to  the 
Brunswick  Home ;  three  females  to  the  custodial  asylum 
at  Newark,  and  one  female,  whose  parents  had  become 
residents  of  New  Jersey,  was  also  transferred,  by  request, 
to  the  institution  in  that  State,  and  one  male  eloped. 

Applications  fob  Admission. 

Seventy-seven  applications  for  admission  were  received 
and  placed  on  file  during  the  year.  Of  this  number,  fifty- 
five  were  accepted,  eleven  rejected;  one,  a  deaf-mute, 
referred  to  an  institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb;  two 
referred  to  the  Brunswick  Home ;  one  to  a  private  institu- 
tion ;  and  three,  who  were  females  over  14  years  of  age, 
to  the  Newark  Custodial  Asylum  for  Feeble-Minded  Women. 
Of  the  eleven  who  were  rejected,  four  were  males  over  15 
years  of  age,  two  were  males  under  7  years;  two  were 
males  over  15  years,  and,  from  the  descriptions  furnished, 
were  probably  demented  insane  persons;  two  females 
were  confirmed  epileptics,  and  one  was  otherwise  provided 
for  and  was  unteachable.  The  total  number  of  applica- 
tions was  sixteen  more  than  for  the  year  1890.  Many 
inquiries  were  received,  as  usual,  in  regard  to  other  cases ; 
but,  from  the  nature  of  the  correspondence,  these  cases 
were  plainly  ineligible  to  admission  according  to  our 
by-laws.  In  all  such  instances  parties  making  the  inquiries 
were  so  informed.  Otherwise,  the  number  of  regularly 
filed  descriptive  applications  would  have  been  very  much 
larger  than  reported. 
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Health. 

The  good  health  of  any  public  institution  is  always  the 
most  important  thing  to  be  desired.  To  maintain  it  is  not 
always  possible,  especially  among  children  and  young  per- 
sons who  are  peculiarly  susceptible  to  many  contagious 
diseases  incidental  to  the  juvenile  period  of  life.  Certain 
diseases  are,  however,  considered  avoidable  to  some 
extent,  and  when  any  such  have  appeared,  we  have,  at  all 
times,  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  members  of  our 
household,  so  far  as  possible,  the  necessary  circumventing 
hygienic  rules  which  should  be  observed.  We  have  given, 
on  a  preceding  page,  a  list  of  the  cases  treated  in  our  hos- 
pital  during  the  year.  This  list  shows  more  than  the  usual 
number  of  cases.  In  fact,  for  two  years  past,  there  have 
been  but  few  weeks  when  we  have  not  felt  more  or  less 
anxiety  on  account  of  severe  cases  of  illness  of  some  kind. 
This  was  occasioned  first  by  the  prevalence  last  year  of 
the  influenza  epidemic  or  "la  grippe;"  a  little  later  on,  by 
the  measles ;  in  the  fall  of  1890,  by  a  few  scattered  cases 
of  typhoid  fever;  in  the  winter  of  1891,  by  a  recurrence  of 
the  influenza,  soon  after  followed  by  the  mumps  which 
slowly  spread  throughout  the  institution  for  a  period  of 
several  months ;  by  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  pneu- 
monia at  diflferent  times,  and  lastly,  in  the  months  of 
August  and  September .  of  this  year,  by  an  alarming  out- 
break of  typhoid  fever. 

The  first  case  of  this  disease  appeared  about  the  middle 
of  July.  Early  in  August,  two  more  cases  appeared,  and, 
later  in  the  month,  a  new  case  developed  on  an  average  of 
almost  every  alternate  day.  Toward  the  close  of  the 
month  of  August,  it  was  learned  that  another  public  insti- 
tution in  the  vicinity — The  Shelter  for  Homeless  Women  — 
which   was  being  supplied  with  water  from   the   same 
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Bource  as  that  which  supplied  our  institution,  the  Onon- 
daga Hill  reservoir,  was  similarly  affected.  This  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  the  disease  began  to  prevail  in  both 
institutions  at  about  the  same  time,  pointed  almost  con- 
clusively to  the  water  as  the  cause  of  the  disease.  The 
use  of  the  water  for  drinking  purposes  was  then  at  once 
discontinued  in  both  institutions,  and  a  very  decided  abate* 
ment  of  the  disease  immediately  followed  in  both.  As  the 
water  supplied  from  the  reservoir,  no  other  source  behig 
available,  was  absolutely  necessary  for  our  fire  protection, 
bathing  purposes,  laundry  and  water-closet  uses,  it  was  alto- 
gether out  of  the  question  to  cut  it  off  entirely  from  the  insti- 
tution. We  found  it  impossible  to  impress  upon  certain  of 
our  inmates  the  dangers  likely  to  follow  the  use  of  the 
water  for  drinking  purposes,  for,  in  spite  of  its  prohibition 
and  other  precautions,  not  a  few  of  the  children  persisted 
in  taking  it  directly  from  the  faucets  and  in  other  ways.  In 
the  few  cases  of  the  fever  which  have  occurred  here  from 
the  time  that  the  attempt  was  made  to  discontinue  the  use 
of  the  water  to  the  present  time,  November  twentieth,  we 
have  ascertained,  except  in  two  or  three  instances,  that 
the  water  had  been  obtained  and  made  use  of  in  some 
clandestine  manner. 

The  water  used  for  many  years  by  the  institution  has 
been  supplied  by  the  Syracuse  Water  Company.  It  is 
obtained  from  the  water- shed  of  about  two  square  miles 
of  territory  at  an  elevation  of  several  hundred  feet  above 
the  institution  and  five  miles  distant,  and  is  stored  in  a 
large  reservoir  covering  six  or  seven  acres  on  Onondaga 
hill.  Every  year,  particularly  during  the  months  of  July 
and  August,  this  water  has  been  very  unpalatable,  but 
never,  previous  to  this  season,  have  we  thought  it  injurious 
to  health.    Tlie  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  of  typhoid 
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fever  in  the  institution  was  reported  about  the  twentieth 
of  August  to  the  Syracuse  board  of  health,  and  a  few  days 
later  to  Dr.  F.  0.  Donohue,  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 
He,  with  Dr.  A.  C.  Curtis,  of  Albany,  another  member  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  promptly  visited  and  inspected 
the  institution,  but  failed  to  discover  any  defects  in  the 
plumbing,  the  sewage  system  or  in  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  buildings.    Specimens  of  the  water  were  drawn 
from   our  water  pipes  by   Dr.   Donohue   into   specially 
prepared  sterilized  bottles,  carefully  sealed,  packed  in  ice 
and  forwarded  to  Professor  James  H.  StoUer,  of  Union 
College,  Schenectady,  for  biological  analysis.    Professor 
StoUer  reported  that  one  specimen  showed  some  pollution, 
but  the  typhoid  bacillus  was  not  present  in  either  of  the 
specimens  examined.    A  specimen  of  the  water  was  also 
taken  by  Dr.  F.  E.  Englehardt,  of  Syracuse,  for  a  chemical 
and  quantitative  analysis.    His  report  showed  that  the 
albuminoids  and  free  ammonia  were  excessive,  but  not 
quite  up  to  the  danger  point.    He  advised  the  non-use  of 
the  water  for  drinking  purposes,  unless  previously  boiled. 
It  is  perhaps  of  moment  to  say  that  both  of  these  exami- 
nations were  made  but  a  few  days  after  the  only  rainfall 
which  had  occurred  in  this  vicinity  since  the  last  of  March 
suflSciently   heavy  to  cause  any  water  to  run  into  the 
reservoir  where  the  water  is  stored.    Had  the  water  for 
the  examinations  been  obtained  previous  to  this  heavy 
rain,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  a  higher  degree  of 
contamination  would  have  been  reported.    Another  thing 
observed  in   this   connection    was   the   marked   loss   of 
appetite  and  physical  energy  which  was  prevailing  among 
the  children  present  for  a  few  weeks  previous  to  the  non- 
use  of  the  water,  and  a  speedy  return  of  hearty  appetites 
and  normal  conditions  as  soon  as  other  water  was  pro* 
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vided.  In  any  event,  the  circumstantial  if  not  positive 
scientific  evidence  was  against  the  use  of  the  water,  and  it  , 
still  remains  under  the  ban  of  prohibition.  The  water 
since  used  for  drinking  and  cooking  purposes  has  been 
obtained  from  a  spring  upon  the  premises,  from  wells 
which  have  been  drilled  in  the  elevated  ground  at  the  rear 
of  our  buildings  and  by  the  purchase  of  the  Great  Bear 
spring  water. 

Included  in  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever  reported,  three 
were  employes,  each  of  whom  suflfered  a  relapse;  but 
fortunately  after  serious  and  prolonged  illnesses,  all  finally 
recovered.  While  obliged  to  report  such  an  unusual 
amount  of  illness,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that 
not  a  single  accident  of  any  moment  occurred  among  the 
inmates  of  our  large  household  throughout  the  year. 

Mortality. 

Our  death  report  for  the  year  includes  twelve  cases,  one 
less  than  for  the  year  1890,  or  a  little  less  than  two  and 
one-half  per  centum  of  the  average  daily  population.  The 
average  age  of  those  who  died  was  twenty  years,  the 
youngest  being  fourteen  and  the  oldest  thirty -seven  years 
of  age. 

The  causes  of  death,  numbering  five,  were  as  noted  on  a 
preceding  page.  As  usual,  those  of  diseases  of  the  lungs 
take  the  lead.  Three  of  those  who  died  from  these  causes 
were  cases  belonging  to  the  Mongolian  type  of  idiocy  of 
which  mention  was  made  in  last  year's  report  as  being 
peculiarly  susceptible  to  lung  diseases.  Four  deaths 
occurred  from  typhoid  fever,  two  of  the  cases  being  mem- 
bers of  our  lowest  graded  class  and  of  the  excitable  type. 
One  death  occurred  suddenly  from  an  epileptic  convulsion 
in  a  girl  twenty-three  years  of  age,  who  had  been  subject 
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to  such  convulsions  very  infrequently  for  only  the  past 
few  years.  The  one  noted  as  occurring  from  acute  inflam- 
matory  rheumatism  was  that  of  a  boy  nineteen  years  of 
age,  in  which  the  rheumatic  poison  by  metastasis  involved 
the  brain,  producing  a  very  marked  delirium,  and  a  few 
hours  before  his  death,  an  axillary  temperature  of  over  107 
degrees  F. 

Repairs  and  Improvements. 

The  matter  of  keeping  up  the  necessary  repairs  and 
making  improvements  about  any  public  institutions  is  one 
of  the  utmost  importance ;  and  thus,  a  report  of  the  year's 
work  would  be  xn(3omplete  without  noticing  those  most 
prominent  in  importance  to  the  general  welfare  of  the 
household  and  those  requiring  considerable  expenditures 
of  money  and  labor.  To  neglect  repairs,  as  they  become 
necessary,  would  soon  cause  the  buildings  to  put  on  a 
shabby  and  uninviting  appearance;  and  to  neglect 
improvements  would  soon  indicate  a  lack  of  progress  in 
the  work  they  are  designed  to  meet.  We  predicted,  two 
years  ago,  that  a  time  in  our  history  would  soon  come 
when  expenditures  for  these  purposes  would  show  materi- 
ally less  than  in  previous  years.  Happily,  we  believe  that 
period  was  reached  last  year,  the  expenditures  this  year, 
for  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary  improvements,  being 
only  a  little  more  than  fifty  per  cent  in  amount  of  what 
they  have  been  for  several  years  previous.  The  item  is 
still  large  and  will  continue  so  if  proper  attention  be  paid 
to  all  the  needs  of  the  institution. 

Duruig  the  year,  repairs  and  improvements  were  made 
in  the  institution  as  follows :  In  the  main  building,  a  par- 
tition between  the  dormitory  and  hall  on  the  third  floor 
leading  to  the  west  dormitory  was  removed ;  a  new  floor 
was  laid  in  this  hall  and  the  stationary  wardrobes  in  it 
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were  removed,  reconstructed  and  replaced.  This  work 
increased  the  dormitory  space  and  aided  materially  in  the 
lighting  and  ventilation  of  these  apartments.  The  old 
cement  floor  in  the  children's  southwest  dining-room  was 
removed  and  replaced  by  a  new  floor  of  Georgia  pine ;  two 
archways  were  cut  through  the  brick  wall  between  this 
dining-room  and  the  adjoining  one,  virtually  making  one 
room  of  the  two  or,  formerly,  three  roomff.  These  changes, 
together  with  the  removal  of  the  outdoor  frame  corridors 
to  the  south  wing,  made  possible  by  the  erection  last  year 
of  the  new  brick  corridor  leading  thereto,  have  much 
improved  the  light  and  means  for  ventilation  of  these 
dining-rooms,  besides  making  them  much  more  convenient 
for  use  and  for  oversight  by  the  matron  at  meal  times.  In 
the  small  girl's  wash-room  of  the  northeast  basement,  new 
flooring  was  laid,  the  wainscoting  renewed  and  new  and 
improved  marble  wash-bowls  substituted  for  the  old, 
rusted  iron  ones  which  had  been  in  use  for  many  years. 
During  the  winter  two  new  hot-houses  were  built  for  the 
propagation  of  flowers  and  garden  vegetable  plants;  and 
in  the  summer  a  pavilion  or  elevated  band-stand  was 
erected,  by  your  authority,  in  a  pleasant  and  shady  corner 
of  the  grounds  at  the  north  and  in  front  of  the  boys' 
building.  This  band-stand  is  octagonal  in  form  and 
twenty-four  feet  in  diameter,  with  a  roof  supporting  a 
forty-foot  flagstaff  from  its  summit.  It  has  afforded  the 
members  of  the  band  an  opportunity  for  giving  open  air 
concerts,  which  all  about  the  institution  have  had  the 
frequent  pleasure  of  enjc-ying.  Nearly  all  of  the  work 
mentioned  has  been  accomplished  by  our  own  carpenter 
and  the  two  boys  whom  he  has  trained  to  assist  him. 
Besides  keeping  up  all  other  general  repairs,  furniture, 
etc.,  about  the  entire  premises,  the  following  articles  have 
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been  made  by  them  during  the  year :  Two  cutting  tables 
for  the  tailor  and  dressmaker,  one  large  table  for  the 
hosiery  department,  two  large  dining-tables,  one  large 
skirt-rack  and  one  cupboard  for  the  laundry,  two  book- 
cases, one  double  wardrobe,  six  bed-screens,  two  wire 
screens  for  radiators,  one  wire-screen  door,  four  double 
step-ladders,  one  sleigh  for  meat  delivery,  one  watering 
trough  for  the  farm  and  a  ventilator  for  the  tunnel.  Our 
carpenter  also  made  the  plans,  drew  the  specifications  and 
superintended  the  construction  of  the  silo,  barn  and  cattle- 
sheds  which  were  erected  during  the  summer  at  the  farm 
at  Fairmount,  and  took  the  entire  care  and  responsibility 
of  effectually  maintaining  the  institution  fire-alarm  system 
throughout  the  year. 

The  farmer,  with  the  help  of  the  boys  at  Fairmount,  put 
in  150  rods  of  ditching,  did  all  the  excavation  for  the  new 
silo,  barn  and  cattle-sheds,  and  hauled  all  of  the  stone  and 
sand  used  by  the  contractor  in  the  erection  of  these 
buildings. 

The  painter  and  his  assistants  painted  over  the  entire 
exterior  wood -work  of  the  girls'  building,  the  ice-house 
and  the  barn  buildings  at  Fairmount,  together  with  the 
shop,  assistant  farmer's  residence,  the  new  silo  and  cattle- 
sheds,  and  did  a  very  large  amount  of  interior  painting 
throughout  the  buildings  in  general. 

During  the  year  an  additional  two-inch  standing  hydrant 
has  been  placed  through  the  south  halls  of  the  main 
building.  To  this,  by  swinging  brackets,  a  fifty-foot  length 
of  hose  has  been  attached  in  the  basement,  the  first, 
second  and  third  stories.  A  nearly  similar  arrangement  • 
was  placed  in  the  north  halls  some  years  ago,  and  it  was 
by  the  use  of  the  one  on  the  second  floor  that  the 
fire  which  occurred  there,  and  noted  in  last  year's  report, 
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was  so  quickly  and  effectually  extinguished.  To  these 
hydrants  in  the  main  building  and  in  the  other  build- 
ings also,  the  hose  is  kept  constantly  attached;  and,  in 
the  event  of  a  fire,  there  is  nothing  to  do  but  to  take  the 
hose  and  turn  the  hydrant  valve. 

Recommendation. 

The  present  capacity  of  this  instituion  is  placed 
at  530,  accommodating  about  an  equal  number  of 
each  sex.  This  estimate  does  not  include  the  beds 
in  our  hospital,  eighteen  in  number.  In  the  month 
of  June  last,  bur  numbers  reached  as  high  as  512, 
or  within  eighteen  of  our  total  capacity.  By  next 
June,  it  is  probable  that,  at  the  usual  rate  of  increase, 
every  bed  in  the  institution  will  be  taken,  not  including 
those  in  the  hospital  which,  with  its  present  limited 
capacity,  we  think  it  neither  safe  nor  proper  to  include  in 
the  total  of  our  accommodations.  If,  however,  the  hospi- 
tal should  be  enlarged  next  year  by  providing  for  twenty 
more  beds,  as  we  hope  it  will  be,  we  think  that  our 
capacity  might  then  be  safely  placed  at  550,  as  there 
would  scarcely  be  a  time  when  the  sick  and  ailing 
ones  at  the  hospital  would  number  less  than  twenty. 
With  this  addition,  another  year's  increase  in  population 
would  be,  in  a  measure,  provided  for ;  but,  beyond  that, 
we  would  have  no  relief  to  offer.  I  should,  therefore,  con- 
sider my  duty  unperformed  did  I  not  again  call  your 
attention  to  the  public  needs  of  the  idiotic  and  again 
recommend  the  early  erection  of  buildings  in  some  other 
.  portion  of  the  State  which  would  extend  to  this  imforti  - 
nate  class  the  increased  accommodations  needed  for  their 
care.  During  the  seven  years  that  I  have  been  the  superin- 
tendent of  this  institution,  not  a  single  application  has 
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been  denied  admission,  if  it  came  within  the  scope  of  the 
purposes  of  the  institution  as  set  forth  in  its  by-laws ;  and, 
so  far  as  possible,  others  have  also  been  received.  Many, 
however,  have  been  refused,  and  with  such  urgent  and  dis- 
tressing appeals  as  frequently  come  to  us  in  the  applica- 
tions made,  we  dread  the  approach  of  the  time  when  we 
shall  be  obliged  to  say  that  there  is  no  room  for  applicants 
until  vacancies  in  their  districts  occur.  We  believe  that 
all  classes  of  the  feeble-minded  should  be  amply  and  gener- 
ously provided  for  by  the  State.  They  are  scattered  here 
and  there  in  every  community  of  four  or  five  hundred  per- 
sons. Almost  without  exception,  they  would  be  better 
and  happier  if  provided  for  in  an  institution  specially 
designed  for  them,  while  every  home  from  which  one  such 
unfortunate  was  removed  would  feel  that  its  darkest 
shadow  had  been  dissipated  and  every  community  would 
be  relieved  by  their  removal.  For  the  sake,  then,  of  the 
feeble-minded,  their  comfort  and  happiness,  and  for  the 
sake  of  hundreds  of  homes  in  our  State  which  might  be 
made  brighter  and  more  cheerful  by  their  absence,  we 
again  renew  our  appeal. 

School  Wokk  and  Results. 

In  the  management  of  this  institution,  it  has  always 
been  the  aim  to  maintain  an  efficient  school  organization. 
We  have  now  a  corps  of  ten  regular  teachers  and  five 
attendant  teachers,  besides  several  others  engaged  with 
classes  at  industrial  pursuits.  Most  of  our  teachers  have 
had  many  years'  experience  in  the  training  of  feeble- 
minded children.  Our  school  year  begins  on  the  first  day  . 
of  September  and  closes  on  the  last  day  of  June.  The 
school  day  consists  of  five  hours,  the  school  being  open 
in  the  morning  from  nine  o'clock  until  half-past  twelve, 
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with  an  intermission  of  twenty  minutes,  and  in  the  after- 
noon, from  three  until  half -past  four.  On  Saturdays,'  there 
is  no  school  in  the  afternoon,  and  on  Sundays,  the  children 
are  assembled  in  four  or  five  classes  from  three  until  four 
in  the  afternoon  for  moral  and  religious  instruction  and  for 
singing  sacred  songs  and  hymns,  while  in  the  evening,  from 
seven  until  eight,  the  larger  ones  are  again  assembled  for 
the  same  purposes.  We  strive,  so  far  as  possible,  to  keep 
every  child  occupied  in  some  way,  either  in  the  school- 
room or  at  some  industrial  pursuit,  and  making  a  fitness 
for  the  latter  the  ultimate  object  to  be  attained. 

For  many  years,  it  has  been  the  custom  in  this  institution 
to  open  the  doors  on  Friday  afternoons  to  the  public,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  visitors  an  opportunity  to  witness 
our  school  exercises  and  gain  a  little  insight  into  our 
methods  of  instruction  and  the  results  accomplished  by 
them.  During  the  past  year,  public  exercises  have  been 
held  on  thirty-nine  Friday  afternoons.  No  attempt  has 
ever  been  made  to  advertise  the  opening  of  the  institution 
for  these  purposes,  yet  the  general  interest  has  been  so 
well  maintained  from  year  to  year,  and  is  sometimes  so 
great  that  we  are  inconvenienced  to  provide  seats  for  the 
numbers  who  attend  the  public  exercises.  As  a  matter  of 
curiosity,  a  count  of  the  visitors  present  was  made  on  the 
last  twenty-one  Friday  afternoons  of  the  school  year. 
The  largest  number  present  at  one  time  was  234,  and  the 
smallest  number,  on  a  very  stormy  day,  thirty-six.  The 
aggregate  number  attending  was  2,426,  or  an  average  for 
the  twenty-one  days  of  116  persons. 

The  months  of  July  and  August  comprise  the  vacation 
period,  and  those  of  our  children  who  have  homes  and 
whose  friends  are  willing  or  desirous  that  they  should  do 
so,  spend  the  vacation,  or  a  portion  of  it,  at  their  homes. 
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During  the  past  summer  seventy-five  of  our  number 
availed  themselves  of  this  privilege.  After  their  return 
this  fall,  we  addressed  letters  to  the  parents  of  a  number 
of  those  more  recently  admitted,  requesting  them  to 
inform  us  if  any  improvement  had  been  noticed  in  their 
children  and  in  what  way  it  had  been  observed.  Replies 
have  been  received  to  most  of  these  letters,  and  in  every 
instance  an  improvement  of  some  kind  has  been  mentioned. 
In  order  to  show  the  degree  and  nature  of  the  improve- 
ment  observed  by   these    parents    and    the    gratitude 

expressed  by  them  for  the  care  and  attention  bestowed 
here  upon  their  children,  we  quote  in  the  following 
paragraphs  from  the  first  twelve  letters  received : 

K.  K.  Admitted  March  16,  1886;  girl,  aged  7;  German 
parentage,  idio-imbecile.  A  sister  writes:  "We  have 
noticed  a  great  deal  pf  improvement.  She  tried  very  hard 
at  times  to  talk.  She  would  make  us  understand  every- 
thing she  wanted,  and  sometimes  would  speak  a  word  or 
two  very  plainly.  Her  conduct  was  very  good  to  what  it 
was  before,  and  her  habits  were  also  very  much  improved. 
One  thing  especially  we  must  mention  — her  memory  is 
excellent.  She  understood  every  word  of  German  that 
was  spoken.  No  matter  what  she  was  told  in  German  to 
do,  she  would  do  it.  She  was  also  very  much  niore 
obedient ;  in  fact,  we  could  see  a  great  deal  of  improve- 
ment in  almost  everything  mentioned  in  your  letter.  We 
are  very  thankful  for  the  way  in  which  you  take  so  much 
pains  with  her." 

A.  K  Admitted  April  5,  1888 ;  boy,  aged  8  ;  imbecile, 
medium  grade ;  very  deaf  and  nearly  mute.  The  father 
writes :  "  In  health  he  has-  greatly  improved.  I  find  his 
behavior  much  better.  His  conduct  has  been  very  good. 
I  only  find  him  to  lose  his  temper  when  he  desires  to  say 
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something  and  can  not  make  himself  understood.  Thank- 
ing you  for  your  kindness,  I  am,  etc." 

W.  M.  Admitted  June  4, 1888  ;  girl,  aged  8  ;  imbecile,  low 
grade.  The  mother  writes :  "  It  pleases  me  much  to  write 
that  W.  has  improved  in  strength,  walking,  speech,  general 
knowledge,  and  is  quite  useful  in  housework,  such  as 
washing  dishes,  making  beds  and  sweeping,  for  all  of  which 
much  gratitude  is  felt.'* 

N.  S.  Admitted  September  2, 1889;  boy,  aged  13;  imbe- 
cile, high  grade.  The  father  writes :  "  We  are  Very  much 
pleased  with  N.'s  improvement  since  he  has  been  with  you. 
He  has  changed  in  almost  everything,  his  speech,  language, 
in  fact,  everything,  although  his  figuring  is  very  slow.  We 
would  like  to  have  him  learn  a  trade  if  possible.  We  thank 
you  very  much  for  the  kindness  in  the  treatment  you  have 
given  him  in  his  subjects." 

L.  G.  Admitted  November  16,  1889;  boy,  aged  8;  idio- 
imbecile.  The  father  writes:  "I  am  very  much  pleased 
to  inform  you  that  I  have  observed  a  better  behavior, 
thanks  to  your  training,  a  slight  improvement  in  his  pro- 
nunciation as  well  as  in  his  speech,  and  he  is  a  little 
brighter  in  general." 

M.  D.  H.  Admitted  January  10, 1890;  girl,  aged  8;  idio- 
imbecile.  The  mother  writes :  '*  I  am  very  much  pleased 
with  the  progress  M.  has  made  since  leaving  home.  I  noticed 
particularly  a  marked  improvement  in  her  conduct,  man- 
ners, health  and  habits.  As  to  her  speech,  she  has 
improved  in  pronunciation,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  in 
the  other  instances.  I  feel  confident  that  you  are  doing  all 
in  your  power  toward  her  advancement  and  also  all  others 
who  are  under  your  supervision.  Dr.  H.  (where  I  live) 
desires  me  to  tell  you  that  he  noticed  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  M«  while  at  home." 

[Senate,  No.  5.]  6 


42  [Senate, 

M.  S.  Admitted  October  21,  1886;  girl,  aged  9;  imbecile, 
low  grade.  The  grandmother  writes:  **  Permit  me  to  thank 
you  for  the  great  improvement  we  notice  in  my  grand- 
child. We  think  she  has  improved  very  much  both  in 
mind  and  body  and  feel  greatly  encouraged. 

J.  S.  Admitted  March  11,  1890;  boy,  aged  10^;  hemi- 
plegic  imbecile,  low  grade.  The  father  writes:  "We 
think  there  is  a  good  deal  of  improvement  in  J.  He  seems 
to  be  very  fond  of  trying  to  write.  We  are  glad  to  see  a 
change  for  the  better.    Please  accept  our  thanks." 

A.  W.  E.  Admitted  November  17,  1890 ;  boy,  aged  10  ; 
imbecile,  low  degree.  The  father  writes :  We  are  pleased 
to  answer  yes.  A.  was  much  improved  in  general  knowl- 
edge of  everything,  school  work,  speech,  conduct  especially. 
All  that  knew  him  before  he  went  to  you  remarked  what 
a  difference  there  is  in  A.,  thanks  to  you  and  your  splendid 
institution." 

E.  P.  S.  Admitted  December  4, 1890 ;  boy,  aged  8 ;  idio- 
imbecile;  Mongolian  type.  The  grandmother  writes: 
"  We  are  surprised  at  E.'s  docility.  It  made  him  appear 
more  idiotic,  and  pained  us  at  first.  He  was  so  very  active 
and  restless,  the  change  at  first  seemed  very  sad,  but 
perhaps  it  is  all  for  the  best.  We  have  trusted  him  to  you 
and  intend  to  find  no  fault.  He  is  delicate,  and  we  feel 
anxious  about  his  health,  and  we  know  his  improvement 
will  be  very  slow." 

The  docility  mentioned  we  regard  as  the  principal  feature 
in  his  improvement,  as  his  former  abnormal  restlessness 
has  been  entirely  overcome. 

B.  B.  Admitted  May  5, 1891 ;  girl,  aged  12  ;  idio-imbecile.' 
The  father  writes :  "  It  is  with  pleasure  we  write  to  let  you 
know  how  much  B.  has  improved  in  the  two  months  she 
was  attending  your  school.    She  gained  in  various  ways. 
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In  her  manner  she  has  become  more  womanly  and  quiet. 
In  the  way  of  dressing  herself  she  has  improved  more  than 
we  expected.  She  speaks  some  words  more  distinctly  than 
she  did.  We  knew  by  her  manner  that  she  liked  the 
school  and  was  shown  kindness.  We  feel  thankful  to  you 
for  the  neat  and  orderly  manner  her  clothing  was  returned 
with  her  at  the  vacation,  which  tells  us  fully  that  care  and 
order  are  maintained  in  the  schpol.  May  God's  richest 
blessing  be  given  to  each  and  all  of  you." 

G.  T.  Admitted  February  25,  1889 ;  boy,  aged  10  years ; 
idio-imbecile,  with  infrequent  epileptic  convulsions.  The 
mother  writes:  "We  found  G.  very  much  improved  in 
health,  in  the   use  of   language  and  also  in  his  school 

lessons.  We  hope  the  same  degree  of  improvement  will 
be  maintained  in  the  future." 

Unifobmed  Attendants. 

Early  in  the  present  year,  notice  was  given  to  all  nurses 
and  attendants  in  the  service  that,  after  a  certain  date,  all 
would  be  expected  to  appear  in  a  prescribed  uniform. 
After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  matter,  we  came  to 
the  belief  that  such  a  requirement  would  be  conducive  to 
a  better  and  higher  grade  of  service,  and  we  are  now  begin- 
ning to  feel  that  we  were  not  mistaken  in  this  regard.  At 
first,  some  objected  strenuously  to  the  requirement;  but 
when  it  was  explained  to  them  that  the  intention  of  the 
order  was  to  elevate,  not  to  degrade  the  service,  it  is  grati- 
fying to  state  that  nearly  all  remained  loyal  to  the  institu- 
tion and  cheerfully  complied  with  the  regulation  at  the 
appointed  time.  When  we  become  fully  satisfied  that  a 
higher  and  better  service  has  justified  the  experiment,  it 
is  probable  that  the  requirement  will  be  extended,  in  some 
form,  to  other  grades  of  the  service.    We  believe  that  ours 
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is  the  first  institution  of  its  character  in  this  country  to 
adopt  the  uniform  dress  of  employes,  and,  thus  far,  we 
have  no  reason  to  regret  our  leadership  in  the  system 
adopted. 

A  Larger  Hospitjll. 

Four  years  ago,  a  small,  two -story  detached  hospital  was 
erected  upon  the  institution  grounds.  It  will  comfortably 
accommodate  sixteen  patients  and  has  been  in  constant 
use  since  it  was  completed.  For  a  time,  it  seemed  to  be 
ample  and  is  so  yet  for  ordinary  occasions ;  but  during  the 
past  two  years,  we  have  repeatedly  found  it  entirely  inade- 
quate to  provide  for  all  who  needed  medical  attention  and 
the  care  of  nurses.  Upon  these  occasions,  we  have  been 
placed  at  great  inconvenience  in  providing,  as  we  desired 
to  do,  for  the  ill  and  convalescent.  The  number  of  our 
inmates  has  increased  nearly  forty  per  cent  since  the  hos- 
pital was  erected,  and  a  still  further  increase  may  be 
expected.  In  order  to  be  prepared  to  cope  with  epidemics, 
to  combat  contagious  diseases  and  to  properly  provide  for 
all  cases  requiring  hospital  care  and  medical  treatment, 
we  earnestly  recommend  the  enlargement  of  our  hospital 
accommodation  to  at  least  double  its  present  capacity. 

Acknowledgments. 

Our  thanks  are  due  and  are  cordially  rendered  to  Miss 
Hattie  Stacey  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Van  Hoesen,  of  Syracuse,  for 
entertaining  the  children  upon  several  occasions  with  song  ; 
to  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  "Deaf-Mute  Optic,"  of 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and  of  the  Rochester  "  Daily  Paper 
for  Our  Little  People,"  which  have  been  contributed  free^  ^  j 
throughout  the  year;  and  to  Mr.  C.  Klackner,  of  New 
York,  for  a  valuable  collection  of  etchings  and  engravings  i 
generously  donated. 
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Conclusion. 
In'ooncluding  this  report,  I  deem  it  my  duty  and  pleasure 
to  make  record  of  another  year's  devotion  and  faithfulness 

on  the  part  of  the  subordinate  oflScers  and  teachers  to  the 
interests  and  purposes  of  this  institution.  The  employes, 
too,  have,  in  general,  performed  their  respective  duties, 
ofttimes  trying  and  vexatious,  with  zeal  and  fidelity.  My 
thanks  and  commendation  are  cordially  rendered  for  the 
loyal  support  and  harmonious  co-operation  met  with  in  all 
departments  of  my  work,  which  otherwise  would  have 
counted  for  very  little.  Your  help  and  counsel,  also, 
gentlemen,  have  been  of  invaluable  assistance  to  me. 
With  faith  in  the  work  of  our  noble  institution,  its  aims, 
purposes  and  results,  we  look  forward,  as  one  year  closes 
and  another  begins,  with  renewed  assurance  that  "He 
shall  be  favorable  to  the  simple  and  needy,  and  shall 
preserve  the  souls  of  the  poor," 

JAMES  C.  CARSON, 

Superintendent. 
Syracuse,  N,  Y.,  December  2,  1891, 
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APPENDIX, 


i 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  SYRACUSE  STATE  INSTITUTION  FOR 

FEEBLE-MINDED  CHILDREN. 

Abtiole  I. 

Of  the  Trustees. 

The  trustees  shall  have  the  general  direction  and  control  of  all 
the  property  and  concerns  of  the  institution,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  by  law,  and  shall  take  charge  of  its  general  interests, 
maintain  an  effective  inspection  of  tlie  affairs  and  management  of 
the  institution,  and  see  that  its  general  designs  be  carried  into 
effect,  and  everything  done  faithfully  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Legislature,  and  the  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  institution.  They  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  their 
services,  but  shall  be  paid  their  actual  and  reasonable  travel- 
ing and  other  expenses,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the 
rendering  of  their   accounts. 

Abtiole  II. 

Meetings  of  the  Board. 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  board  shall  be  held  semi-annually 
at  the  institution,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  June,  and  the 
second  Wednesday  of  October,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


4 

.  Article  III. 

Of  Elections. 

At  the  meeting  in  October  in  each  and  every  year,  the  officers 

of  the  board,  who  shall  be  a  permanent  chairman  to  preside  in 

jfthe  absence   of   the  governor,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  an 

executive  committee,  consisting  of  three  of  the  trustees,  shall  be  i 

chosen  by  ballot.  ^ 


^ 


it 
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whose  parents  or  guardians  are  nnable  to  provide  for  their  sup- 
port therein. 

The  State  pupils  will  be  expected  to  come  to  the  institution, 
provided  with  a  supply  of  neat  and  substantial  clothing  for  the 
first  six.  months,  after  which  period  the  clothing  will  be  furnished 
by  the  institution,  at  the  expense  of  the  respective  counties  of 
which  they  are  residents,  as  in  the  case  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
and  the  blind  asylums  of  the  State. 

A  bond  will  be  required  in  all  cases,  except  the  case  of  a  State 
pupil,  to  insure  the  removal  of  the  pupil  free  of  expense  to  the 
institution. 

All  pupils  will  be  received  upon  trial  for  one  month,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  a  report  upon  the  case  will  be  made  to  the  parents 
or  parties  sending  them. 

The  education  furnished  by  the  institution  will  include  not 
only  the  simpler  elements  of  instruction  usually  taught  in  com- 
mon schools,  where  that  is  practicable,  but  will  embrace  a  course 
of  training  in  the  more  practical  matters  of  every-day  life,  the  cul- 
tivation of  habits  of  decency,  propriety,  self -management  and  self- 
reliance,  and  the  development  and  enlargement  of  a  capacity  for 
useful  occupation. 

There  shall  be  a  vacation  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  board,  at  which  period 
all  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  institution  by  the  parents  or 
guardians  if  required  by  the  superintendent 

By-laws  can  only  be  altered  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board 
by  a  majority  of  the  whole  board. 
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